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A Bill of Importance and Interest to
the People of the State.

The following bill has been introduced inI
the Assembly by .Mr. Brown of Yuba. Its
purpose is to provide for a system of drain-
age inthis State. The bill directs how drain-
age districts shall be formed, a State Drain-
age Commission appointed, its duties defined,
sets out the duty of the State Engineer and
of local engineers, how districts may be sub-
divided, how funds for drainage work shall ',

be raited and disbursed, bonds issued, sold ;
and redeemed, etc. The billwillbe found to!
be of great interest. Itis given in full:
The People of the State of California, repre-

sented in Senate and Assembly, do enact
as follows :
Section 1. The Governor shall, withir

thirty days after the passage of this Act, and
every four years thereafter, appoint three
persona, who shall be known as the Board of
State Drainage Commissioners, who shall
have the power and perform the duties as
hereinafter provided. They shall hold office
for four yean, or until their successors are
appointed and qualified. They shall organize

.by electing one of their number as President,
and shall appoint a Secretary, who shall not
be a member of the Board. They shall take
the usual oath of office, and shall each give a
bond for the faithful performance of his
duties, in the sum of (525,000) twenty-five
thousand dollars, tobe approved and filed in
the same manner as other official bonds of
State officers. They shall have an office in
the State Capitol, and shall each receive a
compensation of ($300) three hundred dollars
per month, to be paid at the same time and
in the same manner as other State officers.
They shall annually, on or before the first
day of January of each year, report all their
proceedings to the Governor, with the recom-
mendations, estimates and report* of en-
gineers and others connected with their oper-
ations. The Governor shall \u25a0 cause such
reports tobe printed, and shall communicate
the same to the Legislature at each session.

Section 2. The term of office of the Sec-
retary shall be at the pleasure of the Board,
and he shall receive a salary of {-$150) one
hundred and fifty dollars per month, which,
together with the necessary expenses of the
office, shall be audited and allowed by the
State Board of Examiners. Upon such al-
lowance the State Controller shall draw his •
warrant upon the State Treasurer, who shall
pay the same out of any money not otherwise
appropriated.

THE OUTLINE OF WORK.
Section 3. For the purpose of promoting a

complete system of drainage for the entire
State, within thirty days after the organiza-
tion of the Board of State Drainage Commis-
sioners, or so soon thereafter as is practic-
able, the State Engineer shall submit to said
Board a report or reports containing the re-
sults ofhis investigations as to drainage, ac-
companied with plans for a system of con-
necting system oi drainage, having in view
the control of debris from mining and other
operations, the erection of embankments or
dikes necessary for the protection of lands,
towns or cities from inundation, and the con-
struction of such engineering works as may
be deemed advisable for the control, rectifica-
tion or enlargement of river channels. He
shall also inike special examination with
reference to the division of the State into
drainage districts, each of which shall include
a territory drained by one natural system of
drainage, ami shall report to said State Board
of Drainage Commissioners the results of his
examination, and shall from time to time
propose boundaries for such districts, and
recommend their formation.

DRAINAGE DISTRICTS.

Section 4. After the State Engineer has re-
ported the boundaries and recommended the
formation of one or more drainage districts,
the Board shall proceed to consider the same,
and may adopt, amend or reject said report ;
but ifadopted by them, either inits original
formor as amended, they shall, by resolution
entered upon the record of their proceedings,
declare the said territory to be and the same
shall thereupon become a drainage district,
and shall be known as Drainage District Mo.
1. 2 or 3, as the .case may be, numbering the
districts in the order in which they are
formed ;and they shall record, in a book to
be kept for that purpose, the boundaries,
which shall be clearly defined, with map ac-
companying, of each separate district, its
number, and the date of its formation, and
shall file for record with the Recorder of
each county embraced or in pact embraced in
the district a copy of the same, which shall
be deemed sufficient notice of the formation
of said district to all county officers, and to
allparties concerned, that said district has
been formed.

Section 5. The three persons appointed by
the Governor as State Drainage Commission-
ers, as provided in Section 1 of this Act,
shall be ex officio members of and constitute
a Board of Directors and Managers of each
drainage district formed under the provision
of this Act. Ther shall organize in each,

, drainage district by electing one of their
number as President, and shall have an office
in and employ a Secretary for each district,
who shall keep a record of all the transac-
tions of said Board. They shall receive no
-compensation for their services as such Di-
rector. - - ,

Section 0. After the formation of any ter-
ritory into a drainage district, the State
Engineer, as soon as practicable after proper
surveys have been made, shall submit to the
Board of Directors of the district, plans,
specifications and estimates of cost of work
necessary in said district, inorder tosecure a
proper system of drainage therefor.

!J_;iSE_..'_ REPORTS. .
Section 7. All reports made by the State

Engineer concerning the formation of any
district, or any system of drainage therein,
or the works necessary therefor, shall be ac-
companied by the concurring or dissenting
opinions of the State Consulting- Engineers
and by that of the United States Engineers,
should such engineers be appointed by the
United States Government to make ex-
amination in respect of the matters em-
braced in this Act.

Section S. After the reports of the State
Engineer, as aforesaid, giving plans, specifi-
cations and estimates of the cost ifworks, or
any modifications or changes thereof, are
made to the Board of Directors of the dis- ]
til. then the Board shall adopt, amend or.
reject the whole or any portion of such plans,
or may refer them back to the State Engi-
neer for further report.

HOW THE WORK SHALL BE DOSE.
Section 9. After th» adoption of the pans

and specifications of the work to be done in
any district, the Board of Directors of that
district shall advertise for thirty day?, in
three newspapers of general circulation, pub-
lished in the State, one of which shall be pub-
lished in the city of San Francisco, and one
in the district, it any.newspaper be published
therein, for bids for the construction of all
or any portion of the works embraced insaid
plans ;the said notice shall state that the
plans and specifications of said works are on
filein the otlice of the Board of Directors of
the district, and can there be examined by
any person who may so desire, and shall state
generally the terms and the lime in which
the work shall be constructed, and that the
right to reject any and allbids is reserved by
s_id Board.

-
-.-'-'\u25a0**"-

Section 10. Allcontracts shall be awarded
tothe lowest responsible bidder (if his bid be
not deemed by. the Board too ]high), and
the contractor shall give a good and sufficient
bond innot less than "25 per cent.' of t.e esti-
mated cost of the work contracted for;this
bond, both as to its amount and the sureties
thereon, shall be subject to the approval of
the Board of Directors of the jdistrict, and. and when so approved shall be filed in tie
office of the Board. -

Any member of the
Board of State Drainage Commissioners, or
jState Engineer, jor Consulting, Assistant or'
Resident Engineer, or any Superintendent of

said works, or any employe of the Board of
State Drainage Commissioners, of the Board
of Directors of any drainage district, or|of
the State Engineer's Department, who shall
be interested inany contract for the construc-

tion of any such works in iany drainage dis-
tric ,shall be guilty of a felony.

CITIES AND TOWNS ISCLt'DED.
1 Section 11. Any drainage district' may in-

clude withinits boundaries any city, town or
municipal corporation, any levee or reclama-
tion district ;and the Board of Directors of
the district may purchase or condemn the

Iright of way for any work necessary for the
\u25a0 proper drainage of said district ;may pur-

chase or condemn material necessary for the
work;may join, connect with, purchase or
condemn- levees, canals or any works con-
structed, and all such lands as may be by
them deemed necessary to complete the sys-
tem or plan adopted, whether, the same be
within or without the boundaries of the dis-
trict, and may provide for connecting the
system of drainage of one district withthat of
another, or of several other districts. And it
is hereby declared that the use of the property
(such a.- rights of way, lands, ditches, etc.,)
which may be condemned, taken or appro-
priated under the provisions of this section
and the succeeding section isa public use, and

. that such appropriation is for the public
benefit '•'-\u25a0*"\u25a0' .T».

Section 12. "Wherever the Board of Direc-
tors Mi any drainage district cannot pur
chase or procure the riihtof way,or material
needed for construction ;or procure the con-

. sent to join or connect with any existing
works; or purchase works already con-
structed ;or purchase lands necessary for the
construction of works.and the completion
of the system or plan adopted, from
the owners", the said Board of Directors may

Iin the name of the Presidents! the Board
!proceed to condemn the same uuder the pro-

visions of TitleVIL,Part 111. ofthe Code of
! Civil Procedure, and amendments thereto
| which are now exiting er may hereafter be
j made.

DIRECTION OF THE WORK.

Section 13.. Allworks carried on under the
provisions of tins Act shall be executed under

| the direction of the State Engineer, and he
may appoint and remove at his pleasure an
assistant for each drainage district, who
shall be styled Resident Engineer, and whose
salary shall be fixed by the Board of Di-
rectors of the district. All work of the dis-
trict shall lie dime under the immediate
supervision of the Resident Engineer; and
no work shall be paid for until accepted by
him, and approved by the State Engineer.

Section 14. To provide funds for the sys-
tem of works contemplated by this Actand for
all expenses connected therewith (except those
herein otherwise provided for), the Governor,
Secretary ofState and Attorney-General shall
be ex officio members of and constitute a .
Board of Trustees for issuing bonds for each |
drainage district that may be organized un- I
der the provisions of this Act, in the manner
hereinafter provided. The Governor shall i
be President of the Board. The Secretary of I
the State Drainage Commissioners, as pro-
vided inSection 1of this Act, shall be ex
officio Secretary of said Board of Trustees,
but shall receive no compensation for services
rendered as such, additional to that provided
for in Section 2. The Board shall procure
and adopt sn official seal.

issuance OF BONDS.

Section 15. Immediately after the adoption
of the plans, specifications and estimates of j
cost of any work, ifit shall be determined to
proceed with the saire, the Board of Directors j
of the district shall file with the Board of
Trustees mentioned in Section 14, a state-
ment showing the estimated cost of
the work, giving notice that they

.have determined to proceed with such
work, and requesting that bonds of that
drainage district be issued in pursuance with
this Act. Said statement shall be filedin the
office of said Trustees, who shall thereupon
cause to he prepared bonds of that district to
an amount not exceeding the estimated cost j
of the proposed work. Each bond thus pre-
pared shall designate the taumber of the drain-
age district for whichitis issued ; shall state
on its face that it is issued by authority of
this Act;shall not be of a less sum than
§500 ;shall be made payable twenty years
after date, which date shall be inscribed upon
its face ;shall bear interest at the rate of (i

per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually
on the Ist day of January and July of each
year ; both principal and interest shall be
made payable in gold coin of the United
States, at the office of the State Treasurer;
itshall be signed by the President and the
Secretary of the Board of Trustees, and have
attached the official seal of said Board, and
shall be countersigned by the President of
the Board of Directors of the district for
which it is issued. To each bond shall be
attached forty coupons forthe interest, which
may be removed without mutilation of the
bond. Each of these coupons shall contain
ithe number of the bond to which it is at-
tached, its own proper number (from Ito40), ,
the period for which itis the interest voucher,
and at its bottom the name of the President ,
of the Board of Trustees, either written by
him, engraved or lithographed. The bonds ,
of each drainage district shall be numbered
consecutively, and shall bear the same date,
except as otherwise provided in Sections 21
and 22. The Board of Trustees shall keep a
record of all such bonds issued, showing their
number, date and amount, and shall prepare
a copy of such record, which shall be filed
with the State Controller. The Controller
shall certify to the State Treasurer the num-
ber, amount and date of the bonds so issued,
and the Trustees shall then deposit with the
Treasurer the bonds so certified.

SALE OF BONDS.
Section 16. So soon as tbe bonds of any

drainage district are deposited with the State
Treasurer, he shall advertise in three daily
papers of general circulation, one of which
shall be published in the city of San Fran-
cisco, one in the city of New York, and one
in some other city, at the Treasurer's discre-
tion, for a time not less than thirty nor ex-
ceeding sixty days, that he willreceive bids
for the purchase of all or any portion of said
bonds up to some day (which shall be twenty
days after the date of the last daily
advertisement hereinbefore provided for),
when the bids will .be opened in
the presence of the Board of Trustees
and an award made jto the highest

, bidder or bidders, provided the bid or bids
shall not be less than ninety-five per cent, of
par value, and the fractional part of the cou-
pon unmatured and not detached from the
bond. Itshall be the duty of the Board of,Trustees to be present when these bids for
the sale of bonds are opened, which shall be
done at the office of the State Treasurer, at
the specified time. . ._ '

. COSSTRVCriON FUND. -\u0084;.;
.., ;

Section 17. The State Treasurer shall re-
ceive and place all moneys from the sale of
bonds of each district to the credit of a fund
to be known as the

"
Construction Fund

"
of

the particular Drainage District No. 1, 2, 3, I
etc., as the case may be, for which the bonds
were sold, and shall file, within five days af-
ter such sale, lists of bonds sold, sh« wing the
numbers of the bonds sold and the amount
of money realized therefrom, one :with
the State :Controller, and one with the
Board of Directors of that district ;accom-
panying said lists the Treasurer shall add his
sworn statement that the money for the bonds
so sold has been placed to the credit of the
fund before mentioned.

Section 18. The State Engineer, inmaking
his estimates of cost of works in any drain-
age district, shall include the salaries and ex-
penses of the Resident Engineer forsuch .is-'
trict and those of his local assistants. He' shall also include in such estimates the prob-I• able cost of the purchase or condemnation ofI'Iproperty necessary for the system of drain-
age, and shall likewise include all incidental
expenses appertaining to that particular dis-
trict. .>•"_'.-

Section 19. The cost of all the works
contemplated in this Act, embracing

1 all contracts, :-,purchases ... or \u0084 condemna-
tions of property, and all proper sala-
; ries and incidental expenses, shall be
1 paid out of the construction fund of the' particular drainage district for, - which
'

said works are constructed. Proper vouch-
\u25a0 ers. induplicate, for all such expenditures for'

each district shall first lie countersigned by

J the Resident Engineer of the district, then'
approved by the State Engineer, and jthen

? submitted to the Board of Directors at their
J regular meetings, who shall thereupon audit
1 and allow alt just and proper claims and cer-
f. tifythe original voucher for the same to the*

State Controller. The Controller -shall there-
D upon draw his warrant upen the State Treas-
e urer for the amount thus certified, payable
J" out of the construction |fund of the proper

\u25a0 district. The provisions .of law requiring"
claims to be approved by, the State Board of•
Examiners before a warrant shall be drawn

« by the Controller therefor shall not be ap-*
plicable to claims presented under the provis-

i- ions ef this Act. .. : , : -\u25a0 t
is j Section 20. The State' Treasurer is hereby* authorized and required to pay all warrants
« dcawn by the State Controller upon the con-
d struction fund of any drainage district out of
c such fund.| y -.i-y. •

'\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 BECTIOMTOfO DISTRICTS.. ',
Section 21. Whenever itmay be determined

by the Board ofDirectors of any drainage dis-

trict, acting under the advice and suggestions
of the State and Consulting Engineers that
the necessary drainage works for the dis-
trict can best be executed \u25a0by dividing them
into > sections, to be • completed at different
periods of time, then, and in such case, the
issue of bonds of the district herein provided
for shall be made inIamounts to cover the
separate estimates of expenditures in pursu-
ance with such divisions. And the bonds
issued from time to time to meet such ex-
penditures shall bear date so as to run twenty
years from the date of the proposed expend-
itures under such divL-ions. But inall other
respects they shall be considered as bonds of
the fir^tissue. And the mode and. manner of
their preparation, issue and sale, the custody
and disbursement of the proceeds thereof,
shall be the same as provided for withbonds
of the first issue. The provisions of this Act
for"a sinking fund (as hereinafter provided)
for the redemption of bonds, shall be so ap-
plied as to cover the change of time in the
date an.i maturity of any bonds issued. • :

in- i'kkiciest estimates.
"Section 22. Incase in any drainage district

the original estimates of the cost of the works
made by the Slate Engineer should prove in-
sufficient for tbe completion of such works,
then additional estimates of the amount of

; such deficiency shall be made in the same
manner in which the original estimates were

\u25a0 made, which shall be tiled with the Board of
Directors of the district. Ifthe additional

1 estimates are approved by the :Board of- Directors, then notice of them shall be given
; to the Board of Trustees in the same man-

ner as directed for original estimates. .Bonds
i dated at the time these additional estimates
i are made shall then be prepared, issued and
i sold in the same manner as bonds of the first

\u25a0 issue, and the provision of Section 21 shall
! equally apply to the additional binds con-

-1 templated in this section. ••
'

:i'>_'iJ

Section 28, The State Treasurer shall, on. j the first day of January of each year, report
to the Boat d of Directors of each' drainage
district the amount and number \u25a0of out-
standing bonds issued for that district.

ASSESSMENT AND LEVY TAX. -'"

Secti.-n 24. The Assessors of the several
counties embraced in whole orin part in any
drainage district shall be ex officio 'Assessors
of the district for the portion of said district
inclosed in their respective counties,' and
each such Assessor shall annually assess and
make a duplicate assessment Ibook of .
all the property of that portion of the i
county of whichhe is Assessor, embraced with- ,
in such drainage district, and shall deliver
the said duplicate assessment book at the ]
same time and iv the same manner and to
the same officer or Board that he delivers the
assessment book made for the purpose of
State and county taxation ;and the assess-
ment so made shall be equalized at the same ;

] time and by the same officers or Board, as ,
assessments made for State and county taxes
are equalized. The said duplicate assess-
ment Book shall be treated inall respects by
the State and county officers the same as the (

assessment book made for State and county
purposes. When the said assessment has
been finally equalized bythe proper authority,
as hereinbefore provided, itshall be the duty
of the Auditor of the county in whole orin
part embraced inany drainage -district, on or
before the firstday of October of each year,
to forward by mail or express to the Board of ]
Directors ofsaid district, at their office, a state- ,
ment showing the total value of all property' embraced in said duplicate book, after the

I same has been properly equalized as before
! stated.

Section 25. In order to provide for the
'

payment of the principal and interest of all <
bonds issued under the authority of this Act, l

itshall be the duty of the Board ofDirectors 1
of each drainage district to prepare on some ]

day during the month of October of each year )
a statement showing the whole amount re-
quired to pay the interest on the bonds out-
standing of said district for such year, and to

'
provide for a sinking fund for the redemption

'
jof said bonds, as hereinafter especially pro-

'
j vided, and also showing the amount of tax-

*
able property in said district, computed from i

the statement or statements of the Auditor or *

Auditors of the county, or counties, embraced (

in whole, or in part, in said district. And (
the said jDirectors shall at the , same ;
time levy a tax upon all property in such
drainage district sufficient to pay the inter- •,

est upon the outstanding bonds of that dis- '

trict for the year, and to create a sinking ]
fund for the redemption of the bonds of the !.'
district as required by this Act. They shall <
levy said tax annually untilall the said bonds, <
both principal and interest, shall have been i
paid. <

COLLECTION OF TAX. I: . ,;.." . ,
Section 20. So soon as the tax provided tor i

in Section 25 shall have been levied on the )
property in each drainage district, the _
Board of Directors levying the same shall at _
once notify the Auditor of each county in .
which any portion of any drainage district
is embraced, of the tax and rate so levied; f

and each of said Auditors shall compute and
'

enter upon the duplicate assessment book of J
each district the respective sums to be col- i
lected, in the same manner that I.c makes i

computation and entry upon the assessment ]
book for State and county purposes, and shall ]
turn the same over to the Tax Collector at ,
the same time and in the same manner that

-
he does the assessment book for State and '

county purposes. The Tax !Collectors shall
collect said tax, or taxes, at the same time !

and in the same manner that they collect
'

State and county taxes ;and all laws for the I
enforcement and collection of State and i

county taxes now inIforce, or hereafter en- ;

acted, shall be applicable tothe enforcement ,
aud collectionof alltaxes in this Actprovided j
for. The Tax Collectors shall pay the same i

over to the County Treasurer at the same ,
time and in the same manner as State and

-
county taxes are paid. The County Treasurer •

shall pay the same over to the State Treasurer
'

at the same time and in the same manner as *
State taxes are paid. Andthe State Treasurer 1
shall place the same to the credit of the proper 1
fund, to be known as

"
Interest and Sinking 1

Puud of Drainage District No.1, 2, 3," etc., ,
as the case may be. \u25a0

\u25a0 _\u25a0_\u25a0',
Section 27. 'In case any drainage district is

(
organized after the time provided by law for
making assessments for State and county

'
purposes, then the Board of Directors of such

'

districts shall, if they deem itavailable so to
-

do, notify, the IAuditor or Auditors of. the
county or counties embraced in

'
whole or in i

part insaid districts, and thereupon each of
said Auditors shall make a copy of the last
assessment book of that county for State and
county taxation, as finally > corrected and
equalized by the proper authority, of all the
property in the county embraced in said dis-
trict, and shall immediately thereafter pre-'
pare and forward, by mail or express, to said
Directors, a statement showing the total val- ;

uation of , the property thus assessed and
included inJ said copy ; the said Directors
shall thereupon,, some day ,' before the
Ist day of ".November .of that year,
after they have received < the ,

;notice'
from the State Treasurer, stating the amount

i ofbonds of that district which have been sold,
prepare a statement showing the amount of

i interest which willbecome due on said bonds -
for the ensuing year, and shall, at the same

i time, levy a tax upon all property* in said
i drainage district sufficient to pay the interest• upon said bonds for the year. They shall
i then notify the Auditor or Auditors of the .
i county or counties embraced in part or in
i wholein the district, of the tax and rate so

levied. The Auditor of each county so noti-
; fied shall thereupon compute and enter upon• said copy of the assessment book this tax, in

the same manner that he does taxes for State
• and county .purposes. The said copy shall
i then be turned over to the Tax Collector, and-I the taxes embraced insame shall be collected
f Iand finallypaid over to the State Treasurer• in the same manner, and at the same times, as
I fullystated in the preceding section

'
of this-

Act;"and such taxes contemplated by this
section shall in a like manner be a lien upon

» the property embraced in said copy of the
iI assessment book. '.-, <

'
\u0084

' "',',"" !
-I.. Section 28. The Auditors of the counties-
| embraced in any drainage district .hall he al-

; lowed a reasonable compensation for making
; the duplicate assessment books, as provided
i for inSection 24, or for making copies of the-

assessment books, as provided for in Section
r
'

27 ; and these claims for compensation shall
l j be audited and allowed by the Directors of
l j each drainage district, and shall be paid in
i the same manner as other claims against the
r ; district . \u25a0.."; -1,1- -;}' "\u25a0.-.\u25a0'. \u25a0: i \u25a0

'ly '.'
t \u0084: -\u0084...\u25a0-, PAYMENT OF INTEREST. . .1%:•
I Section 29. The State Treasurer is hereby

[ authorized to pay the interest and principal
; of the bonds of each drainage district as they_ become due, out of the

"
Interest and Sinking_ Fund" of the district, which ishereby pledged

! for that purpose. -; :-
<-_•• ; '*-' ' '-\u25a0»"'•!_ Section 30. The rate to be estimated by the

„ Board ofIDirectors of each drainage district
. for paying the interest and for the redemption
, I of the bonds in each drainage district shall

be annually for the first ten jyears after the
date of each bond -an amount sufficient to__ pay the interest !on'• the outstanding bonds ;
and tor the ensuing ten years (or the ten years

\u25a0m prior to the maturity of the respective bonds)
shall be asufficient amount to pay accruing
interest and the following percentage of the
principal of the bonds issued and recurring_ from the respective date of each bond, to

i- wit:For the eleventh tear, five per cent.;
rffli.Ml-|IIII__IIIMIT _l_i nil. Hi

--
<-*. _-'.' ."-*_.___

.i»
,̂*_aC_-«* ,^r»y:^--j»>;;..g»gi-^?_c__a»--.»^^

for the twelfth year, six per cent.; for the
thirteenth year, seven per cent.; for the four-
teenth year, eight per cent.; for the fifteenth
year, nine per cent.; for the sixteenth year,'
ten per cent.; for the seventeenth year, eleven
per cent.; for the eighteenth year, thirteen
per. cent.; for the nineteenth year, ,fifteen
per cent.; for the twentieth year, sixteen per
cent. -Tt

'. :>i_. •.-*".\u25a0::.;:\u25a0:_' .
\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0 SURRENDER OF BONUS. \u25a0'

\u25a0

' - ...
Section 31. Whenever there shall be in the"
Interest and Sinking Fund

'"
of any drain-

age district a surplus of ..5,000 or more, over
and above the interest to be paid from that
fund for the ensuing year, the State Treas-
urer shall give notice for thirty days in two
daily newspapers of general circulation, !one
of which is published in thecity of San Fran-
cisco, and the other in the city ofNew Yoik,:
stating the amount of such surplus, and that
on,a certain day (which shall be thirty days
after the date of the last daily advertise-
ment) seated proposals willbe received at his
Office for the surrender of bonds of the dis-
trict (giving its numbei); no bids to be re-
ceived exceeding par and accrued interest.
At the time stated i:> said notice he shall
open the proposals tendered and accept the
lowest bidor bids (if they are at par or less,
with the accrued interest), and shall pay and
retire said bonds, up to the extent of said
surplus. Should proposals not bo.offered at
the time stated to so exhaust said surplus on
hand for redemption, the Treasurer shall at
once publish for thirty days, ina daily news-
paper of general circulation published in the
city of San Francisco, that be will redeem
certain bonds of drainage district (designa-
ting the number), commencing with the high-
est number, outstanding, anil stating in nu-
merical order the next highest numbers, up
to the amount of surplus in hand for redemp-
tion ;the interest upon said bonds shallcease.
and from and after that time nointerest shall
be allowed on such bonds.

Section 32. When any bond or coupon, au-
thorized by this Act. is paid, the State Treas-
urer shall write orprint the word "canceled,''
the date of payment, and his signature,
up .iiits face.

- -.. I \u25a0 •,-\u25a0 ... jL

Section 33. All officers acting under the
provisions of this Act, and their bondsmen,
arc hereby made responsible for the collect-
ing, safe keeping and proper accounting of
the taxes and funds intrusted to them in the
manner hereinbefore provided for, in accord-
ance with• the laws regulating their duties
and responsibilities in connection with State
and county funds."' \u25a0*.•\u25a0•

' '\u25a0'•'
'

_*.*, '\u25a0''
"

Section 34. This Act shall take effect and
be in force from and after its passage. _; r ....

THE HOUSEHOLD.

HOME ADORNMENT AND DOMESTIC ECON-
OMY—ALL AROUND THE HOUSE.

[Correspondents of this department willnot be lim-
ited in their epistles, but conciseness is prefer-
able, and but one side of a page must be written
upon. Questions pertinent to tbis department
willbe answered in this column.)

Some Secrets of a French Kitchen .
To begin with, there are certain delicious

little cake-loaves, called, Ibelieve,
"tortolong"—

at least, that was Babette's
name for them

—
whichIhave never met

with inEngland, but which willDe remem-
bered gratefully by many of our friends
who have resided in France. They are
exceedingly light and delicate, and usually
make their appearance in the form of
linked rings or figures of 8 with the early
morning's coffee or noonday chocolate. .I
believe there are several inferior members
of this particular section of the

"
petits

pains" family;but here is Babette's own
method of making the very best kind, and
Ido not see any reason why Jane or Betsy
should not be able, witha little practice
and a few failures, to turn out as tempting
a batch now and then for the benefit
of those who enjoy such' dainty, light
things inpreference to slices from our very
solid and satisfying British half-quartern
or somewhat unwholesome penny roll;
Babette set to work with, fur instance,
three pounds of flour, half a pound of but-
ter, six.ounces of powdered sugar, and a
dozen eggs, mixing the whole most thor-
oughly, and not forgetting to scatter about
a "suspicion" of salt * (those were her
own words). Imust leave you to find
out what quantity this represented. .When
she had stirred it all to her heart's con-

'

tent—mind, this was not done very soon
—

she proceeded to roll the dough into a
long, thin, sausage-like shape, and cut it
into lengths of about four inches. These
she bent into rings, which she linked two
and two together, neatly joining the ends
by folding over and pressing them lightly
into one. Then when some half a dozen
were ready for the oven, as Ithought,
Babette cooly Hung them into a
large stew-pan half full of boiling
water, which stood ready on the tire.'
They at once sank out of sight, but pres-
ently reappeared floating on- the bubbling
surface. She at once whisked them out

with a flat spoon, and popped them into a
bowlof cold water, where she left them to
soak while she went on rolling, twisting
and linking more rings and eights, which,
one at a time, were dropped into the boil-
ing stew-pan, then in cold water, where
they were allowed to remain in soak.
'.'But,Babette, whydon'tyou finish them J"
Iasked, seeing her turn away presently as
though her task was finished. ! The bonne
explained that they were finished as far as
to-day went. To-morrow, before madame's
breakfast time, she would take them out of
their cold bath, drain them as dry as pos-
sible in a sieve, put them on that thin sheet
of iron which' slipped so easily into the
oven, and let them bake untilthey were of
that pretty light brown which madame ad-
mired so much. The oven must be very hot,
and she (Babette) must watch closely to see
that they puffed and grew big and light
enough ;for ifat all overdone 01 burned
they would be detestable and unpresenta-
ble

—
a disgrace which, according to the en-

ergetic old lady's account, she could never
survive for one littlemoment.

'
Another

thing which Babette made to perfection
was the sweet-smelling, delicate and tempt-
ing "brioche" thatnearest French repre-
sentative of the English 'bnn and the
Scotch cookie, buta refined representative,
being neither puffy,brown nor indigesti-
ble. They are beginning to take their
place in the best English confectioners'.
On the Continent they are found every-
where, and much favored by our country-
men, who generally know a good and
\u25a0wholsome thing when they get it,and why
they should

'
not get this particularly

good thing at home as well as abroad, at
their own tables as wellas in a shop, Ican-
not quite see. At any rate Iwilldo my
best to make this excellent little cake
loaf better known by telling}ou how old
Babette proceeded when she meant to give
us brioches -for Ibreakfast or jluncheon
next day, as the dough,- when mixed, has
to stand at least twelve hours before bak-
ing. First she provided herself with, let
us say, one pound and a half of flour,' one
pound of good butter- a thing, which
Babette was always most particular about—

twelve ounces of sugar, rather over one
ounce of German yeast, a little salt, and
about ten eggs. She spread about a fourth
of the flour upon her -board, and,, having
dissolved the yeast in enough tepid water 1

to mix the flour into a juste, she poured
this intoit,and kneaded itthoroughly intoI
a stiff ball of jdough, which

-
she - then

scored with a knife and.placed in; a large
pan, which, having covered, she put in a
warm place Ito ferment, or, as the bakers
callit,to*set the sponge, whileshe proceed-
ed to mix the rest of the ingredients. The
remaining flour was now spread on her

. board, and a wellor hollow place -made in
it,into which she put the sugar and salt,
mixed together in a littlecold water ;then
the butter and eggs followedthe rest, to
be stirred or worked together by Babette's
strong fist,.who rubbed jand.rolled,and
passed the whole most • carefully

'
through

her hand that no ugly lumps should remain
unnoticed to tell of a'careless cook.|By
the timeallthis was sufficientlymixed, the
"sponge," which had risen and spread and
puffed '

up to three times its original size,
was pronounced ready for use, and spread
on the paste,' with which it was carefully
mixed and kneaded," then the whole lump
placed upon Ja jcloth'spread -in a large
wooden bowl, over which a handful of flour
had .been shaken, more flour scattered on
the top, and the whole being covered with
a towel, the bowl was set in a cool corner
and

*
lefti' to work as ;it-.- would. .; Our

!_*,,_—.-__—.— ______-— I-.--,\u25a0 _.-\u25a0_.. \u25a0 .V.
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ancient bonne usually made this her even-
ing's employment ;iand as she was an early
riser, the sweet littleloaves were ready for
us by breakfast time, although the dough
had first to be again turned out of its pro-
tecting cloth and bowl tohave flourshaken

j over and under it, and to be then doubled
and foiled, and Ipressed and rolled, and
knuckled intoallkinds offorms and shapes ;
then to be put back into its bowl and left
to its own devices for some three hours,
after which Babette again found time and
energy to double and fold, and knead and
knuckle, until the paste was fullof small
bubbles, and felt likea large piece of soft,
white, elastic pudding, and then was ready
to be fashioned into ordinary double-ball-
shaped brioches of every-day life, or fash-
ioned into]rings, twists, or fancy shapes,
and brushed over withwater and egged, so
that when baked they should assume that
light brown, tempting color which itwas
the oil lady's pride to see them assume. .
[Cassell'a Magazine.'

-
;Receipts.

'

-atklli's Fricandeau (Con-
densed).—Take that part of the logcalled
the cushion . lying immediately under the
udder or fatty covering, ami lard itclosely,
with strips of fat bacon. . Stew the bottom'
of a pan that has .-. tight cover with sliced
carrot, onion and celery, a faggot of par- ley
and green onion ;cover these ,with thin
layers of fat bacon ;on these place the
fricandeau, moisten with stock to
reach up 'to::the larding, : place but-
tered paper over- the top and.', cover
with the lid. Simmer slowly for about
three hours, during which timeit must be
frequently basted .with its' own liquor;
when nearly done

'
remove 'the paper and

the lid inorder that the larding may dry.
Serve on a dish with green peas and pour
a littlegravy in the dish with the peas and.
fricandeau. "-'-.'

''
. , '.'

'

Snowden I'vddino.
—Prepare one pound

of sponge-cake batter in the followingman
ncr, to be baked in a thin sheet : To one
pound of eggs (weigh inthe shell), put one
pound of pulverized white sugar nnd ten
ounces of flour. Flavor withthe juice and
grated rind of a fresh lemon, or if that is
not accessible, a tcaspoouful of pure ex-
tract- of,lemon, j When baked, and while
hot, spread over the cake a layer of some,

nice preserves, strawberry or raspberry-
jam being specially :nice for the purpose/
Make it into a rollas neatly as possible,
and strew . with powdered sugar. Serve
withsweet sauce.

. Apple Cheese.— reel and quarter a
quantity of apples, stew them with a lit-
tle water, a good deal' of sugar, the thin
rind of a lemon and a few cloves, or a stick
of cinnamon. • When quite done pass them
through a hair sieve ;and to one quart of
the puree thus obtained add half a packet
of gelatine, dissolved inwater ; mix well,
pour into a mold, and when set, turn it
out and serve witha custard poured about
it. Itis well to remember that the puree
must be thoroughly well sweetened and
flavored to carry off the insipidity of gela-
tine. \u25a0' .'-•:..• ' -. :; :..;. -,\u25a0'.- :

Cranberry Dumpling.
—

One quart of
flour, one teaspoonful of soda and two tea-
spoonfuls of cream of tartar sifted togeth-
er. Mix into a soft dough with sweet
milk;rollthe dough out very thin in ob-
long shapes, and spread over it one quart
of cranberries picked. and washed clean.
Addhalf a pound of sugar sprinkled over
evenly. Fold over and over, and then tie
in a pudding-cloth and put into a steamer,
where let it cook over a steady tire for an
hour, with faith, never looking into the
pot. Serve withsweet wine sauce or sugar
and cream.

Bath Buns.—Half an ounce of German
yeast made into a sponge as for plainbuns ;
half a pound of flour and a quarter of a
pound of .butter; mix the whole lightly
together with six yolks of eggs and a
little milk. When proved' and; ready!'
work in 'a quarter of a pound of rough
broken loaf sugar; lay', them out on a
buttered baking ,sheet in, the shape of a
rock, put a few comfits on the top of each,
and bake in a sharp oven.'- 7

' '•*

. To Roast a Fillet of Veal.—
out the bone, fill the space with a tine
force-meat, and let the fat be skewered
quite round ; stuff it also wellunder the
skin with bread, sage, chopped onions and
parsley, as much depends on the quantity
and flavor of the stuffing. jCover the fat
with buttered paper and roast at adistance
from the fire, or if it is baked in an oven
bake slowly, basting often untilit is thor-
oughly done. Serve with melted butter.

Orange Snowballs.—
-
Boil some rice

for ten minutes ;drain and let cool ;pare
some oranges, taking off" the thick, white
skin ;spread the rice in as many portions
as there are oranges on pudding or dump-
ling cloths ;tie the fruit (surrounded by
the rice) separately in'these, and boil for
an hour ;turn out carefully on a dish;
sprinkle withplenty of sifted sugar ;serve
withsauce or sweet cream, . '

Bread-and-Butter Pudding.'— Make a
batter of five eggs and a pint of milk; add
a little salt 'before the eggs are put in..
Have several slices of bread about as thick
as for toasting and spread. butter thickly
on them. Butter" a pudding dish,' and put
in a layer of bread and ;butter until the
dish is nearly three-quarters full. Flavor
the batter with nutmeg; pour over and
bake. i - • ,y

To.Remove Old Paint. Slake three
pounds of stone quicklime in water, and
add one pound of American- pearlasb,'
making \u25a0 the whole into the consistence of
paint ;i Lay over the old work with |a
brush, and let it remain for from 12 to 14
hours, when the paint is easily scraped off.
'
Veal Cutlets.

—
Have them about three-

quarters of an inch inthickness,' frya light
brown,- garnish with

'parsley .and,rolls iof
thin. sliced,' nicely, fried.bacon. |Or dip
them in the yolk of an egg dredge them
with bread .'crumbs, fry in butter or nice
drippings,1 garnish with parsley and serve.

HOW CELLULOID IS MADE.

Dr.:W. H. Wahl tells in the Journal of
Industry what celluloid is and how itis

made. \u0084 Briefly defined, celluloid, he says,
is a species of solidifiedcollodion, produced
by dissolving 'gun-cotton (pyroxylin) in
camphor with the aid of heat and pressure.
The gun-cotton isground inwater to a fine
pulp ina machine similar to. that used in
grinding 'paper pulpy The pulp is then
subjected to powerful pressure in a per-
forated, vessel to extract the bulk of the
moisture, but stillleaving itslightly moist
for the next joperation. \u25a0 This consists in
thoroughly incorporating finely comminu-
ted gum camphor withthe moist gun-cotton
pulp. \u25a0 With this \u25a0 mixture any coloring
required can now be incorporated. | The
next., step is to subject the mass to
powerful pressure in order to 'expel' from
it the 'remaining traces of moisture and
incidentally to effect also .the more inti-
mate contact of the camphor withthe pulp.
The dried and compressed mass is next
placed in a' mold, open at the top, into
which fits a solid plunger. A heavy hy-
draulic pressure is brought to bear upon
the plunger, and at the same time the mix-
ture is heated by means of a steam jacket
surrounding the vessel to" a temperature of
about SCO Fahrenheit. B'*8 '*When the mass is
taken out of the press it.hardens, and ac-

quires the \u25a0 extraordinary toughness • and
elasticity which are the distinguishing
characteristics of this remarkable- product.
Celluloid is very largely used

'

as a substi-
tute for ivory,'which is imitated withgreat
success.

' Tortoise shell, malachite, mother
of pearl, coraland other costly and elegarft
materials, are also so successfully imitated
that an expert can hardly detect the orig-
inal from the copy. Celluloid is also used
as a substitute for porcelain iin:the manu-
facture of dolls, which;will stand a good
deal of rough usage :without breaking.!
Quite recently, too, it'has been combined
with' linen, and

'
used !'for shirt-bosoms,

cuffs and collars. :y-_7 - •\u25a0-;;;:"* vi'o",-yu \
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*
The Sprinifie'dJournal says that instead

of \u25a0 there being two lions in the Illinois
woods, as reported by the St yLouis Post-
Dispatch; it was only;a little "lyih*'in
the columns of that paper.

' -
:Al'\u25a0y
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OUTDOOR AMUSEMENTS.
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THS LOVERS OF
I, :\u25a0'";'; ;';y' HELD SPORTS

(Inthis deportment, "as the head indicates, we pro-
pose to make record of current sporting events.
Communications to the paper concerning such
matters should be addressed to the

"
Outdoor• Amusement Department "]\u25a0\u25a0:.'

", Velocity or a Rifle Bullet.—Prof.
Robert Spice, the Brooklyn chemist and
physicist, appeared last evening at the
Cooper Institute ina lecture on projectiles.
The great hallwas crowded in every part-
many standing, in the aisles. When the
well-known face of Mr.' Cooper appeared
the audience, as

*
usual, :gave him a:very

hearty welcome, and t the. applause was re-
newed when, on the, introduction of Pro.

.Raymond," the lecturer ..came forward.
The task which Prof." Spice was to accom-
plish was to determine the actual velocity
of a riflebullet lired across the stage. \u25a0 The
distance measured .'on the- platform was 33
feet,' which the lecturer explained was
shorter than usual, as the ordinary distance
used ]inIdetermining this question was
about 200 feet.: To carry this performance
out he had secured the co-operation, of
Lieutenant E. L. Merriam, of the'Brooklyn
Thirteenth Regiment,' who"' fas gained
s.me reputation at the Creedmoor Range,
as evidenced by the medals whichhe wore.
In \u25a0 the first place Prof. Spice explained
the apparatus to be used.

'
He called

the attention
'

of; the ::audience!" to
a ' mahogany s base, ,; twelve inches
by fifteen inches, on which -were placed
two levers which carried bent wires tomake
marks on a piece of smoked glass under-
neath the points.' 'One of these wires con-
nected with a pendulum attached to an
Atwood machine, vibrating seconds. \u25a0 .By
means of electric ,currents the lever con-
nected with the pendulum came down on
the glass precisely at the beginning ofeach
second, making a series of lines separated
by. spaces somewhat \ similar to the old
Morse alphabet. Consequently the distance
from the beginning of one line to the begin-
ning \u25a0 of' the

'
next jrepresented a second of

time...The second lever, exactly opposite,
had a spring :attached to one end, which
kept the point off the glass. It also had
two electro magnets, one at each end, which
had electric currents passed through of
different strength —

the -.- weaker|current
tending to pull the lever downon the glass;
the
'
stronger current tending to keep' it

elevated. In addition to this, the current
from the stronger magnet passed through a
loose wireresting on two globules of. mer-
cury, and immediately in frontof this wire,
was to rest the muzzle of the rifle. The
weaker current passed through a precisely
similar loose wire, also on two globules'
of • mercury, which, wire ,was placed
thirty-three feet distant from the first wire.
Lieutenant Merriam now came .forward
and loaded his rifle. It was a regular
Creedmoor, 45 caliber, 34 inch barrel, and
placed in it a cartridge containing a 450
grain balland 45 grains of powder, explain-
ing that this was not a 'full charge. He
then took his position. The object was to
shoot away the wires on the mercury. A
box of sand was placed to receive the ball.
The pendulum above described was then
set in motion.

'
On its striking the fifthsec-

end the plate of smoked glass was drawn
along by the descent of a weight on the
t^p of a column of sand which ran out of
a tube.. On the sixth second, Lieutenant
Merriam pulled the trigger and both wires
\.' iishe'd. On the first wire being broken
the point :of the \ corresponding |lever de-
scended on the glass, but immediately rose-
again by the action of a spring, when the
bullet broke the second wire. The conse-
quence of this was that the pointconnected
with this lever scraped a very short line on
the ,smoked glass ;while the other point,
being kept down during the swing of the
pendulum, scraped a longer space. Then
the glass 'was withdrawn and placed in
the stereopticon, projecting a magnified im-
age of the line on the screen. The relative
lengths of these lines were ascertained,
thus obviating any source of error in
measuring the minute lines of the smoked
glass. This method of measuring the
lengths was claimed to be original by the'
Professor. .. 'On this measurement it was
found that the shorter line was five
inches long, and the other line nine feet
two inches.' These numbers were brought
down to the common fraction of inches,
the result giving 110 inches for the longer
space. It was then ascertained how many
times the former .was contained in the
latter, and the fraction thus obtained was
clearly the fraction of a second that the
bullet took to pass from one wire, to the
other— that is 1:22 of a second. Multi-
plying the distance ."between the"
wires (33 : feet) ;as above, by the de-
nominator of the above fraction, the
velocity of the bulletin feet was obtained,
namely 726 feet in a second. The result
was long applauded, and the lecturer, to
make matters sure, determined to repeat
the experiment. The second iattempt was
equally .successful. \u25a0 Professor Spice [ then
proceeded to give illustrations or experi-
ments of the well-known magician, show-
ing how science and art arc resorted to to
deceive the senses. ;His performances and
explanations were of great interest to his
hearers.— [N.,Y. Tribune. r ._ ... .

Demoralized Hunters.— Al L. Thiel,
ftH. Woods, J. F. Fordham, J. R. Rob-
inson and Chas. Cochran, the

"
boss

"
nim-

rods of town, started out for a, hunt on
Wednesday. i The start was made in fine
style, their guns were bright, and the dogs
were as :frisky as' kittens. '\u25a0 When the
ground was reached they separated Iand
beat the bushes to fillup their , game bags
in approved manner. They walked miles
and miles without findinggame enough to
Satisfy a cityclerk, and the few birds seen
were wilder than March hares, so that only
about twenty were bagged by each of these
crack shots. During this day's sport both
men and dogs were utterly demoralized by
the unaccountable movements indulged in
by,the quail, which we are assured would
have, upset, the nerves of anyone seeing
them for the first time. Every person who
has hunted these birds knows that when
first 'disturbed' they -seek' safety"", in
running,;and tint only when closely pur-
sued.do they fly., The manner of the
flightis also well known, and no sound is
dearer to a sportsman's ear than the sharp
whirr

— —
rr made by the active wings of

this swiftbird. But on this day,:without
exception, ..the quail seemed to have dis-
covered a .new i wrinkle,.and when hard
pushed they would spring straight up like
a sky-lark to a great hight without noise,
and then begin a series of < frantic evolu-
tions that can only be compared to a de.
moralized tumbler pigeon. This would be
kept up for"some seconds, when all ot a
sudden the bird wouldgather i's energies
for a final effort and mount the clear ski
untilout of sight. This startling innovation
proved. most discouraging to the hunter
and after awhile their hands refused to
pull the trigger. :*-But the effect was still
more noticeable on the thoroughbred dogs,
who, after seeing the birds perform in this
crazy manner, dropped their tails in abject
fear, and lyingdown at the • feet of their
masters they refused to point. 1 'Kicks and
beatings jfailed -to\move them, jjso . the
hunters gave itup as a hopeless task an.
came home, utterly fagged out with the
long

'
walk, the slim show of game,'

-'
the

whalingof crestfallen dogs, and with new
ideas iof the capabilities of:.the California
quail inpracticing self-protection.— [Chi
Enterprise. y'. ..' ,'!. _,
""Sportsman's Club.—This worild be a
good time to organize a sportsman's club.
It is the jspawning jseason for trout, and
about this time every year large numbers
of them are caught in spite of .the law for
such cases provided.IWe wouldsuggest
the formation of a club for the" purpose of
protecting fish and game of allkinds 'dur-
ing. the spawning j and :.breeding ,season.
This club could offer rewards for the arrest
and conviction of violators of the law, arid
very soon the taking of fish and game ou
of

-
season jwould|be stopped.— [Petaluma

Conriex.'':..Zrsi.'.,ilr:', s . _a y--.trttSt.- _s.i
Tub BullDon's Nose— Why :>it ,is.

"tip-tilted."—Itis admitted he is an ex-
citable animal, and that when he dots be-
come ;angry his powers of annoyance are

i'-.'-o'it S ltr -ivi!,_li__. _l!2-'-t^I: .ii'.i!„!_

very great. He has, for instance, anatural
instinct to flyat the head of every being
to which he conceives a dislike, and to re-
main-here steadily fixed, without regard to
any- chastisement which may be inflicted
on himself. Inthe old.days he used thus
to hang on by the nose of the bull,"which
the bull-dog was trained to creep to on his
belly and to bait. The reason why his
nose is retrousse is because those bull-dogs
survived which were able to breathe while
holding on to the bull.&Togive this facility
of respiration a nose "tip-tilted like the
petal of a flower"is necessary. Against
such an enemy the bull was almost defense-
less ;but masters of bull-dogs can make the
receding face ,of the ,-. bull-dog useful,
and cause him to release .his hold ,by
throwing snuff or pepper intohis nose and
eyes. Vero Shaw, author of the excellent
practical guide,called ,„."The ,Illustrated
Book of the Dog,"'_-ays that if the animal
is properly brought up and not teased or
irritated, he is "a noble-looking and en-
joyable companion." The nobility thus
claimed for the dog is, however, somewhat
impaired by its ungainly walk, its short
and powerful body swinging between its
out-turned shoulders, and swaying from
side to side as it advances. Very hi_h
values are attached to dogs which fulfill
the conditions thought proper for bull-
dogs. Six hundred pounds was offered to :

Captain Hqldsworth for the late Sir An-
thony a month before that distinguished
animal hanged himself by getting fromthe
place where he was chained over a parti-"
tion, on the further side of which there
was no floor high enough to support him.

'
This dog was not distinguished 'by the :
warlikedeeds of some of his ancestors, but
could jump, fetch and carry, bringa basket ;
of fruit from Covent Garden to his'master,' -
and sit as good as gold in a carriage.
[London Times. r:o,.i \u0084 ,:,...: ;i. ..,-..\u25a0., n
ITurf Tracks.— The Spirit of the. Times .'
says : The Savannah Jockey Club for two1
years past has been- endeavoring to trans-
formits dirt-track into a turf-course. We
have from time to time called attention to '\u25a0'

the experiment, and watched its progress
withinterest. On this subject our corre-

'

spondent at Savannah, under date of Jan-
uary ISth, writes :. "The track, with its I
fresh turf coating, is in splendid conditio..
Inregard to the turf, Ihave made special
inquiries of the numerous horsemen here,
and allagree that the experiment is a suc-
cess. .They say that they have never .
known the track- so good;, and,: fast |
as it now is." \u25a0; This i, will be read
with:interest by the

-
projectors of the

Coney Island Jockey Club, as they are con- /
templating a similarexperiment, g The ma-
jorityof the turfmen whom we have talked >
with upon the subject are of the opinion
that turf courses cau be made almost any-
where inAmerica, and they insist that they
are far superior to the ordinary dirt track.
The turf is soft, elastic, and must be safer
than our prepared tracks ; therefore horses _
are not so liable to break down, and can
surely make as quick, if not quicker, time
upon them. The experiment at Savannah
willattract attention, and it isnot improb-
able that itis the entering wedge toa rapid
and complete revolution on the subject in ]
America. I

Aquatic Notes. Hanlan is having a
shell constructed for scullingonthe ice. It
willbe run on skates and the sculls willbe
furnished with spikes. .''.'.The' first row of
the season was made byEdgar Logan, Jr.,
and Theodore H. Silkman, of the Palisade
Boat Club, Yonkere, who pulled four miles
in one of the gigs on New Year's Day.'.'.'.
After some littlediscussion, : the prelimi-
naries for the annual race between the Ox-
ford and University Boat Clubs have been
amicably arranged, and the race willbe
rowed; as customary, on the Saturday pre-
ceding Holy week, March *

20th. Davis,
Jones and Sandfordof the Cambridge crew,
who have heretofore done service at Put-.'
ney, will again be available, while only
two of last year's Oxford crew willagain
represent their :University... .An effort is
being made to form an association com-
posed of the Laureate, Mu-he-ka-ne-ok and
11. P. 1..Clubs of Troy, Cohoes, Water
Atlanta, West Troy, Mohawk, of Schenec-
tady, .Waterford and Lansingburgh Clubs,
and hold three or more regattas a year.
This is intended to give the boys practice
for the ,upper Hudson regattas .... De-
troiters are endeavoring to secure, the loca-
tion of the next Northwestern regatta for
that city. The Executive Board willmeet
there next month, and decide the question
of time and place. ... . ... .

Billiards. With a view to bring the
English game down to scientific principles,
the abolition of the spot stroke, discarded
in this country many years ago, is at pres-
ent being agitated in England. .W.
Mitchell, the new ',' phenomenal

"
player

ol England, made !a run of 1,029 while
playing an exhibitionigame with Joseph
Bennett, ex-champion ofEngland, the first
week in January, holing the spot ball243
times during the run, thereby scoring 729
off the spot. They also think ofequalizing
the hazards, so that the scoring of the. red
and white willcount the same at losing,or
winning hazards ...The highest recorded'
run at the Champions' Game is 104 points,
made by Slosson in the second inning of
the game, when he played off the tie made
in the late tournament with Sexton. The
highest known 'run. at' the Champion's
Game is 431 points, which was also made
by Slosson in a private game at his room.... Schaefer willnot accept the challenge,
of Vignaux. \u0084 He thinks, this country and
the possession' of two champion emblems
with fulllease of life and a remunerative
business good enough for him. IfVignaux
desires a game he can challenge for either
of the champion's emblems which Schaefer
holds. . ::\u25a0 ",'A:".'".', ' ">"\u25a0'- :'

Promised Racing.— The '
'
Washington

City Racing Association announces a meet-
ing, to cover May 17th to 20 h, and a pro-
gramme has been adopted, and as it was
prepared by Major J. D."Ferguson, of Bal-
timore, who is Secretary of this Associa-
tion as well as of the •' Maryland Jockey.
Club, and the amount of money, appropri-
ated is $8,000,- it should prove one of. the.
best of the year.

'
To the Willard Cup, a

dash' *of two
'
miles, the Willard Hotel'

(which is turf headquarters at' theNational
capital) 'gives $500, the Association adds
$1,000, which will make this .a. very im-
portant and valuable event, and should
command a deal of racing talent. The
stakes willclose March Ist. The meeting
will be run under the rules and weights of
the Maryland Jockey Club.

- . ,
)Ti^ \u0084.

Geese Hunting.-
—

This forenoon, we
were informed, says the Chico Record, of a
season of geese-killing which seems almost"
incredible. Luther Edge and Paddy Lord
were hired by the month at §30 and board
to,hunt the geese "on the ranch, of Mr.
Monlton,!at French [Crossing of

'
Butte

creek.
' •All;their • ammunition was fur-

nished, and they blazed away atirandom,
making for the season's haul, the extraor-
dinary count of 7,800 birds. They saved
about three hundred pounds of leathers,
which they sold in Chico to Hallet &Loy,
and they tried out the oil, fromwhich they
also realized handsomely. Itwas no un-
common thing for thirty-five birds to be
brought down at a double shot,' and it was
considerable of a job to burn up all the
refuse' left from the 7,800 birds. ';yy

"''
J

•;- Rough Sport.— J. C. Coalmon, P.*' R.
James,' W. D. Minckler, Frank Gross and
Louis Smith started iout on {Wednesday
morning, armed and equipped as the law
directs, for a deer hunt in.Ball's canyon,
some twenty miles' from:here. •'!- Thursday
evening on criming into camp itwas found
that Minckler had both ftet frozen, the
skin peeling off his toes as his boots and
stockings' were 'taken off. -'On Friday
morning the party came homo, and the
best df care was taken ofMinckler, but life
feet will,be sore for quite a while.—[Las-
sen Advocate, January 31<t.,""*";,".. ;A'A'

Bears X ra. -Our Northern Soncma
bear-killer, Sylvester Scott, was in town

\u25a0yesterday, and reports tli^twhile on a reg-
ular hunt a few days since withhis hounds
(of.which he has fourteen} he slew four
sheep-killing bears and two panthers. The
latter'measured eight feet each from tipto
tip. An,English isportsman jwho;enjoyed
Mr. jScott's hospitalities a 'year ago has
presented the liberal-hearted huntsman
witha magnificent rifle*.^-{Russian River
Flag.y,iiyi::y:i,yr.y.::i--,yy^t:c
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