
THE WEEKLY UNION.

Tims 'Only aug-nents the general judgment -and

I*-.pillar verdict that no other paper on the coast
]..,....... -- .. c... .j-.. . .•

\u25a0 .....,.»

offers its subscribers such advantages as does the

Seerlt Union. Its being issued in semi-weekly

rts is a system inuring so greatly to the benefit

its readers that any return to the old system

-wouldbe met witbastorm ofprotests fromallover the

land. Thepaper goes out in two eight-page parts, one

«n Wednesday and one on Saturday, thus conveying
toits readers the news of the day long in advance
ef the weeklies which appear but once inseven days.

The great serial "Set in a Silver Sea," by the cmi.

sent English novelist B.L.Farjeon, is now running

in the weekly and is attracting marked attention in
all quarters. Inthe Weekly Union appear phono*
-graphic reports of the proceedings of both house

of the State Legislature, also the latest and fullest
eastern, foreign and coast telegraphic advices, mar-

ket reports, political news, religious and local intel-

ligence, agricultural notes, State news, etc.

NEWS OF THE MORNING.

lx New York yesterday Government bonds were
quoted at IC6J for 4a of 1907; 103} for Ss of1SS1;

109 for 4}s; sterling, $4 iia*60}; silver ban,
113, ;silver coin. $ discount buying, par selling.

Silver in London yesterday, 52 9-10;consols,

96 1-10 3 per cent. United State-, bonds, 105 j;4s,

108] ;4js, 111}. ;,!„;.-:

In San Francisco half dollars are quoted at par ;

Mexican dol ars, 20 buying, 91} Belling.
At Liverpool yesterday wheat was quoted at 10«

3daIda 9d foraverage California white, and lOi 3d
tolis 4.1 for club.

Mining stocks were generally quiet in San Fran-
cisco yesterday morning. The report of a new find
ia the Ophir mine led to more activityin that stock,

with liberal sales at the early informal session, the
price advancing to $-0, a gain of $1 from the best
rate Thursday morning, but at the close it was val-

ued at less than $19. Mexican rose
*1 from the

game impulse, and other adjacent mines were from

10c to 76c higher. The remainder of.the Comstock
list, however, was as lifeless as usual of late.

Samuel J. Arnold, ex-Lieutenant-Governor of
Rhode Island, died at Providence yesterday.

Acollision on the Egyptian Government Railway
killed an engineer and injured many passengers.

The defalcation of Andrew Smith, Town Treas-
urer ofNorth Andover, Mass., amounts to 929,822.

Amonument is to be erected in Westminster Ab-
bey to Prince Louis Napoleon.

-
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As engineer and fireman were killed yesterday
near Chiliicothc, 0., by their train falling through a
bridge..,. *. . :..'\u25a0\u25a0- \u25a0'": ';.* ;.7 *

Jliss MollisMatthews severely chastised a man
at Independence, Or., who had circulated slanderous
Btories about her. . '..- ;, . ' -;

A terrific cyclone visited , Nashville, Term.,

Thursday night, doing much damage. ,\, \u0084 , ..
Another parade of unemployed Workingmen

took place in San .Francisco yesterday, and to-day
the procession willagain move. „ ,

Tub reply of Governor Stanford to the Working-
men iiiregard to the Chinese employes of the 1ail-

road company will be found this morning in our
telegraphic columns.

'
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The Grant party left Havana for'Vera Cruz yes-
terday.

'
''.'r

At Newark, N. J.,yesterday, Margaret Mcinhoffor
and Frank Luminous were found guilty of the mur-
der of the former's husband. \u25a0'''-'- ; .

I*. the German Reichstag *yesterday Count Yon
Aniim Baytenzberg was elected President of the
Chamber.

- ' "-'

Mabel Bachi-s perished from hunger in Nehalem
valley, Oregon. ;* " '• - err. .

James McNkar wag dangerously shot at Celilo, Or.,
onThursday, hy a man named Scotty Sharp* • \u25a0I :

Auamagiso flood prevails inKentucky.'- .. !-•:...
Parsell addressed an immense audience at Balti-

more last night. .: li.ii'' "\u25a0\u25a0 . '...'. *;; fiottli
Headers of the Record Usi-n will find much to

interest them on the inside pages of this morning's

paper. .. '... -.* -\u0084{ .
Is the State Senate yesterday a verylarge amount

of business was transacted, and no discussion was
had except on the Hoagland claims bills, which were
finallyreferred to the Committee on Claims. ;, \u25a0..

In the Assembly yesterday all the bills on the file
rtlatii:-**to the Chinese were taken .up and. disposed
of. The -senate bill passed yesterday was passed as
a matter of urgency and soi.t to the Governor, and
signed by him. , i••-,- , .. .* \u0084,

AN EVIDENCE OF ADVANCING CIVIL-

IZATION.
The New York Times remarks upon the

steady and unmistakable growth among
American women in the Atlantic States of
a tendency to plumpness wholly foreign to
the earlier generations of Yankees. Itsays :"

Our women do*not look aa they used to
"twenty-five, or even fifteen, years since.
"Their proportions have visibly increased,"

as almost; anyone may see who willuse"
his eyes. New York willserve as an ex-"
ample.7Formerly a rea'ly stout woman
here was pretty apt to-be a foreigner.

"Nowstout women are very common, and
round,:plump

'
women';of f'Anglo-Saxon

"bloodandoriginare conspicuously plenty^"
The reality of jthis i change jmay jbe. ad-
mitted, and the question next arises, to
what is itattributable ? In New England
itcan hardly be thought that climate has
exercised any such tendency,iand there-
fore we must seek some other cause. We
have littlehesitation inascribing thechange
primarily to the progress of enlightenment
in the kitchen. A generation ago the art
of cooking was in a very low state, and
dyspepsia and kindred.diseases were the
rule rather than the' exception inNew
England. During the last quarter of a

century, however, more wholesime methods
of preparing food have been brought into
general use, with the inevitable result of
improving the blood,'and consequently the
breed, of the American people. In the
great West, where the tendencies toward
generous sustenance were encouraged by
the bounty of nature, a race of exception-
ally robust and stalwart men and women

sprang rip. jjIn California the effect of
climate has been perhaps more marked
than anywhere else. In San Fraucisco
there has been raised a people combining
the ruddy and iclear complexion of the
English with the delicately cut features of
the \u25a0 Atlantic States Americans ; thus
forming _:, a';,' peculiarly

''
perfect and

handsome whole, and as a Ire-
sult there -is a far greater aver-
age

'"
of feminine beauty in that city

than can be found outside of it, on the
continent. Here we have a specially fa-
vorable climate co-operating with an im-
proved order of food, and both together
have produced as fine physical results as !
have been attained anywhere, and perhaps j
finer. There can be no, doubt that the

'
traditional leanness and angularity of!
American women is disappearing, and that I
inthe course of another generation there !
will be very few traces of it remaining.
Good food, more sensible clothing, a bet- [
ter comprehension of the laws of health,
and the increased comforts which go with
the steady diffusion. of prosperity* among
the masses, must produce this result'; and
it is even possible that half.a century |

hence our posterity willbe lamenting the
'

tendency to corpulence among the.ladies, j

as earnestly as the tendency to leanness {
was deplored twenty years ago,

CONCERNING FREEDM OF THROUGHT
AND INQUIRY.
; Some worthy and well-meaning, but nar-
row minded people, at intervals undertake
to stem the current 'of modern freedom of
inquiry'in religious matters, and to that

end threaten with vague pains and penalties

those who represent the spirit of the age.
The adherents of orthodoxy may be said to

be divided into/two general; classes ; the
one comprises those who seek to stifle dis-

cussion by. the old-fashioned denunciation
of sacrilege against whatever hand israised

profanely to touch the sacred things ;• the

other consists of such as affect an air of

candor and willingness to invite investiga-

tion, but who always end by showing, to

their own satisfaction at least, that the ad-
versary is somehow disqualified for the

task he has essayed. This last class indeed
bear a curious family likeness to the Spir-
itualists, who abuse scientific men because
they do not recognize the "phenomena,"
but who refuse to allow any investigation
to be made unless allthe lights are put

out, and the inquirers are pledged not

to try to catch hold of the medium.
Naturally the result of offering such
conditions of examination is that

scientists shrug their shoulders and aban-
don the subject. Inregard to orthodoxy
Science, however, does not retire from the
field, but when denied the right of a fair

;daylight test, insists on taking it,and pro-
ceeds ;calmly aud dispassionately to the
work, as to a task which has to be done.
An illustration of the second class of
orthodox modes of defense (or evasion)

was given by a San Francisco preacher,
Dr. Guard, the other day,.when, in an at-

tempt to meet the arguments of Ingersoll,

he asserted that the latter was unfitted to

enter upon such an inquiry, because he

was a skeptic. Apparently itdid not occur
to Dr.Guard that Colonel Ingersoll's skep-

ticism was the result of inquiry. ; This
kind of perverted ingenuity, however, is
precisely similar to.that of the Spiritual-
ists, who assert that to appreciate the

"phenomena" it is necessary to be a be-
liever '; in other words, to be \u25a0 credulous,

and unguarded by the caution which

a scientific habit of observation im-
parts. It is necessary, however, to point
out, for the information of. all who
have ranged themselves with either of
'
these classes inopposition to free inquiry,
that the utility of that kind of resistance
has ceased. .It is also necessary to point
out that the discussion of religious' ques-

. tions has forever passed beyond the juris-
; diction of the so-called religious press, and

that it is henceforth enrolled among those
topics which the secular press willtreat
freely, because public opinion demands and
sanctions such discussion. Some people
no doubt have failed to realize yet what
changes have occurred of late years in this
respect, and itmay be well to help them to

an apprehension of the truth. We are not

now speaking of what may happen,' but of
what has happened. Religious questions
are to-day everywhere handled by the sec-

ular press, and wherever they are handled
the tendency is tochallenge the foundations
of Christianity, ifnot to take for granted
itsabandonment by cultivated minds.

;Our orthodox Rip Van Winkles, who
are so dreadfully shocked at the freedom
withwhich we discuss these topics, willdo
wellto look about them. The periodical
literature of the age affords a fair test of
the current of modern thought. In such
reviews and magazines as the Nineteenth
Century, the Contemporary .Review; the
Fortnightly Review, the Atlantic Monthly,
the International, the North American Re-
view, the spirit of the time is wellrepre-
sented. :Ineach and all of these publica-

. tions, as in the Popular Science Monthly,

the Westminster Review, and several others,

the reality of religious evidences is ex-'

amined habitually with a thoroughness
and impartiality leaving nothing to be de-
sired by those who seek the truth above all
else, but byno means satisfactorily tothose
who hold that the secret of true religion is

to shut one's eyes firmly,, and believe

with stopped ears. In fact mere.is no

longer any question of the right or the
propriety of

'investigation. Both \u25a0 are

assumed; both' are acted
-
upon. •-In

the books which the people read
the same tendencies are apparent. ;Go into
any bookstore, and ask what kind of books

relating to cognate subjects find the read-
iest sale : Joseph Cook's !lectures^ or Bob
Ingersoll's. The bookseller will!tellyou
that he sells twenty of the latter to one of

the former, and • perhaps jthe proportion is
much greater. Tom

' Paine is "another
.favorite withthe' people. \u25a0Renan's'it/'-; 0/
Jesus had an enormous sale, and so did the
last work of Strauss, The Old Faith and
the New. Ingersoll's last work, The Mis-
takes of Moses, his had a larger . sale than
any of its predecessors; Meanwhile apolo-
getic works on theology are

'
poured con-

stantly from the press, and falldead upon

the market. They are published >:.in
nearly all cases \at the risk' of7the
authors,' or they wouldnot findpublishers ;
and as it is they do not find readers.
Then there is the so-called religious press.
Does not everybody know that it is
a hopeless invalid? There is not a religions
paper in the country to-day which' lives
upon its spiritual merits. One or

'
two

such publications at the East have secured
a factitious circulation by publishing ro-

mances, or bribing.their subscribers with
chromos and so forth, but they are for the
most part constantly whining for support,
and it is very evident that they do not get
it. Perhaps if some of these religious
papers wouldundertake a manly and frank
defense of Christianity, and meet the at-
tacks of critics fairly,a greater interest in
that class of publications would develop.
But none of them attempt this. They
prefer :to confine |themselves to the old-
methods, the old thin platitudes,

-
the

old discarded sophistries. And the result is
that everyone capable-, of thinking is grad-
ually weaned Irom them, and- seeks a
more intelligent, candid

'
and independent

.press."; Nor is this a mere ephemeral con-
dition of things. . It is apparent that the
time for' concealments,' for sheltering* be-
hind alleged

'
sanctities,

'
for evasions of

awkward inquiries, for reliance upon tra-
ditional authority, is gone, never to be re-
stored. ;The human mind has made a sig-
nal advance within the past quarter of a
century, ami ithas reached a standpoint in
regard to religion which precludes a return
to the old habits of thought. , * •\u25a0
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In,fact, orthodoxy must realize.that tit
is put upon the defensive, and that it is
called upon, not merely by here and -there
a jskeptic, but by the public opinion of

'

the century, to justifyits existence. 'Arid

itmust do this without any of the adven-
titious aids it bas had before, for men no
longer admit their appositeness. _It must

take scientific,, ground,, or. it will suffer

judgment by default. Afew of the most
clear-sighted •defenders of*iChristianity

have recognized the fact, that a religion
which willnot bear analysis is a religion
to-be discarded, and these have ex-
pressed a desire ,for a . full and . dispas-
sionate | inquiry. , That inquiry is in-
deed . now.,: taking place, and it ,is

being conducted with a minuteness and
a jthoroughness

''
characteristic

'

of :[the
pcientific research of the age. Of the re-
sults we do not now propose to speak, but
merely to point out

'
that whatever itmay

be the worldwillevidently accept and act
upon it,and this without regard to the
prejudices or feelings of those whose idols
and ideals may be shattered by the icono-
clastic hand of Science. The reality, the
universality, ; the determination, which
characterize the modern inquiry into the
foundation and superstructure not only of

Christianity but of all other religions, in-
dicate the urgency of the - demand for
an adequate defense of orthodoxy, if
such a defense be possible. That it
has not been offered yet is certain, for
the current of liberal thought has received
no check whatever, but on the contrary
acquires greater depth and volume and
swiftness, as it rolls on. If, therefore,
there remains to be said anything on the
side of orthodoxy that can bring about a
reaction, the time has come when it ought
to be said. To imagine, however, that at
this stage free inquiry can be stopped,
that the press can be muzzled, that
the old threats of ecclesiastical anathemas
can be ,successfully employed, or, last
and greatest error of all, that an appeal can
be taken to public opinion against the pro-
gress of unfettered discussion of all that
concerns Man, is to commit a fatal blunder.
The day of evasions, of enforced silence, of

j intellectual thralldom, is over, and the age
;of libertyin thought has been inaugurated.
No doubt those who cling to the old
schools, who are too old to change their
habits of thought, **.hose religious convic-
tions have become part and parcel of their

Ilives, will find the modern situation painful
:and melancholy. To them the worldwill
!seem to be going allwrong, and they will

shrink with' honest repulsion from the ir-
reverent researches of our ,present critics
and scientists. . But. the press is bound
to reflect the spirit of the age, and
free inquiry in

'
religious matters is

,of that spirit. Itis in the air, it pervades
every form of literature, it appears on
every side, as well in ephemeral as in per-
manent publications. '\u25a0 It is no more possi-
ble to resist the movement

"
successfully

than itwas possible. for Dame Partington
to hold back the storm-swelled* waves of
the Atlantic with her broom, and those
who: try to escape * the difficulty by ."re-
fusing to listen to the cry of the century
willbe borne down inthe press, and buried
inoblivion. '•"-"\u25a0 > \u25a0 •

i \u25a0
•

\u25a0 .* . -
\u2666-\u2666

——.. -
\u25a0

THE MONROE DOCTRINW AND THE
USESSEPS CANAL.

*It;is said that President 'Hayes enter-
tains very positive views as to the expedi-
ency ,of.reasserting the Monroe doctrine
in connection with the interoceanic canal
scheme of Lesseps, 'and

'
that he proposes

to address a message to Congress on th
question,, though in, opposition to the po-
sition of Mr.Evarts. -There does not ap.
pear to bo much room for controversy
on the f proposition that any interoceanic
canal: ought to!be,' under the control of
the United States. Itwould certainly be

most, impolitic to permit the establish-
ment, at such a point, of a great commer-

cial artery controlled by European powers.
It would be particularly dangerous to
allow, the control of j such .; an , enter-
prise to pass into , the hands, of the
greatest maritime powers of the world,
namely. England and , France. . Yet

that danger ,appears to be much more
than a .distant apprehension even now.
The only practical objection to the reas-
sertion of the Monroe doctrine in this con-

nection consists in the awkward fact that
the United States does not possess the
means of enforcing its authority, should
the' worst happen. The recent statement
of Congressman Harris respecting the con-
dition of our navy conclusively. demon-
strates our impotence to do more than pro-
test, in the event of actual hostilities with
either of the two powers named above.
But though it is obvious that we could not
enforce the Monroe doctrine viet armis, it
by no means follows that it would be use-
less or even impolitic, to assert it. For
it may be regarded as certain that
neither England nor France has the
least disposition to involve herself
in a war with the United States, and
itmay be reasonably concluded that un-
der the circumstances the assumption by
our Government of a firmposition on the
canal question would secure us the guaran-
tees which are needed. The French Gov-
ernment has indeed somewhat prematurely
declared that it has nothing to do with
the scheme of Lesseps, but it is evident
that if a French company dug the canal
it would be entitled to the protection of
its own Government, and that the latter
would be compelled to uphold it agains
any aggressions by other powers. The
same argument wouldapply to an English
company, and it is therefore obvious that
safety for American interests can only be
obtained by prompt and resolute action at
the inception of the undertaking.

Itis understood that Mr.Evarts favors
a policyof inaction, holding that it is best
to do nothing until the Lesseps project is
fullydeveloped. Itmust, however, be re-
membered that such a policy opens the
door to all manner of complications wit
the Colombian and otherGovernments, and
that it might lead to an entanglement
capable of serious consequences. Great
wars have frequently grown out of dis-
putes quite as simple-seeming as this at
the outset, and broad statesmanship here
demands a temperate but strong presenta-
tation of the American foreign policy.
The Monroe doctrine is unquestionably
one which must ''become more and
more necessary to the safety of the

United States, as they expand and settle
up. Acountry with so extensive a coast
line must be defended by one of two
things: the feebleness of its neighbors, or

its isolation frompossible attack. So far
the firstnamed defense has been preserved,
and the second must also be secured when-
ever an effort is made to establish a per-
manent footing upon our communications
by European powers. In the present case

the re-assertion of the Monroe doctrine
ought not to be regarded as a mere piece of
spread-eagleism, but as a wisely cautious
policy. Itmay be that the position neces-
sary to be taken by the Government will
involve the reconstruction of the navy,
but this is a reform to be earnestly de-
sired. Itcannot be expected that a power
so defenseless against the great navies of

Europe as we are known to be to-day, will
always be listened to respectfully when
conflictinginternational interests are con-
cerned, and all history shows that the best
way for a nation to guard against assault
is to be strong enough to defy it. The
interoceanic canal, if.itis built, should be
under the control or within the grasp of
the United States ;and the prosecution of
the enterprise should be most seriously ob-
jected to by our Government untilmaterial
guarantees are obtained for American pre-
dominance in the business.

"
.'.

HOME MANUFACTURES.

\u25a0It is often asserted by speakers and
writers that there is a great opening for
manufactures in this State, and yet the
facts remain, lirst, that capitalists are in-
disposed to invest in such enterprises, and
second,' that very few such enterprises
have succeeded inthe past. The causes of
failure have been various, but perhaps the
most formidable has been the want of j a
sufficient market. Labor has ,been

'
dear

here, and when material cost as much as in
the Eastern States," ithas been found diffi-
cult to compete withthe products of that
region. Chinese labor has not only failed
to solve the problem, but in some cases has
complicated it. Thus in the manufacture
of boots and shoes, where Chinese were at
first employed, they utilized the knowl-
edge they gained by going into the business
for themselves, and at once proceeded to
drive their former employers; from the
market by selling goods 33' per cent,

cheaper than the product of jwhite men
could be sold. There is reason to believe
that the same thing would happen inal-
most any manufacture after a littlewhile,
for there are now plenty of Chinese capi-
talists in .the State, and if, they thought
the Government would protect them they
would no doubt be willing,to purchase
machinery, and enter upon more extensive
operations. Ifthe Chinese were got rid
of, however, it does not follow that the
establishment of manufactures would 'be
facilitated greatly. ';While labor and fuel
and rent and gas are all very much .more
costly here ,than at the East, the induce-
ments to embark capital inmanufactures
are not \u25a0 sufficient to produce any marked
change in the situation. \>.Before local en-
terprise can succeed inicompetition with
Eastern enterprise, itmust be able to pro-
duce as

'
cheaply

'
as the latter.' '!Against

Eastern manufactures, 'moreover, no tariff
protection is possible. * Free Trade controls
that rivalry, and this free trade between
California and the East is one of the causes
of the.failure of manufacturing •experi-
ments, here. When the ;manufacturing
era opens here, the disposition to gamble
in stocks willhave been outgrown by our
capitalists, and they willhave become sat-
isfied with legitimate and moderate profits.
When that time arrives, however, the mag-
nificent water-powet which is now running
to waste in the American river,. willbe
caught and harnessed, and thus one of the
difficulties of the present willbe removed:

We referred above to the want ef a
sufficient market as one of the- deterrents
No doubt the belief in the lack of a market
has operated to check the establishment of
manufactures, but it may be 'questioned
whether the belief is well founded. When
the manufactures of Flanders, Amsterdam,
Antwerp, Delft, and the Netherlands gen-
erally, were first |established, they:had a

much more limited market than California
and the Pacific coast affords. There are
within reach of our manufacturers fully
fonr milliops of their own countrymen, not
tospeak of the markets ofChina, India and
Australia. 'Of raw material the State sup-
plies, or can supply, almost any staple but
hard wood. tlt is possible that the pro-
vincial spirit which prefers imported goods
to those of home production, which imag- !!i!
ines that what comes from the biggest city
must hat the best, isdestined to retard man-

somewhat, and allthese considers.'-
tions have to be taken into the account. iNor
isit'of. any use to berate capitalists because
they prefer other "forms 1of investment,
They may be wrong as to the superi-
ority of j those which jthey

-
adhere 1to,

but,;"the 7 presumption \u25a0. is the
-

other
way. The 'habits of twenty y-are,' 'more- '
over, are not to be lightly changed, and

men who have been accustomed only to
speculation or brokerage j must |lack the
cast of mind required, for successful manu-

facturing;- jManufactures grow,naturally

when. they grow permanently, and those
only are , good forjthe State which grow-
out of its needs, and make their own mar-

jket from the •start. , There \is no ground
for desponding in regard to manufactures,
nor is there any use in the manifestation
of impatience. ,Perhaps, when conditions
generally are more. favorable j for this
formiof investment, it;.will be dis-
covered by Labor that 'it haa a

fresh grievance in the reduction of wages.
Those whoclamor for manufactures do not
always perceive the effect they are likely
to have upon themselves. The idea that

the problem of what shall be done with
our boys and girls willbe solved in this
way, is, we think, without sufficient justi-
fication. At present there are no indica-
tions that we are on the eve of a great
change in this regard. It is far more

probable that several important trans-

formations willhave to occur before such
an era can open. The boys and girls of
this generation will,we think, have to be
provided for without reference to home
manufactures. As to the latter, they will

come when the time is ripe for them, and
then for the first time will the real re-
sources of California begin to be unfolded.

INSURANCE REFORM NEEDED.

Now that the subject of insurance is be-
fore the Legislature, it is in order to call
attention to some flagrant abuses con-

nected with the business, as at present
practiced. The worst of them is over-
insurance. This is a direct incentive to
incendiarism, but it is encouraged by the

reckless competition between insurance
companies, and agents appear to calculate
upon escaping the dangers incurred by it,
through tlie process of adjustment. The
recklessness with which many agents will
accept extravagant risks is equalled by the
persistence with which they resist the set-
tlement of claims upon anything like the
face of the ipolicy. . A notorious case in
point is that of, the County Hospital in
Sacramento count}', on which risks to the
amount of$65,000 had been taken. When
the , building was burned, however,
the companies endeavored to show
that it was not worth more than
$3-5,000, and though they refused
to rebuild it for that sum they thought it
unreasonable that the county should object
to their peculiar mode of adjustment.
They had cheerfully pocketed the pre-
miums on >,000 for several years, but
though they were ostensibly carrying that
amount of risk, they did not intend to
make good the loss for which they were

pledged, if they could by any subterfuge
evade it. And this case is only an, aver-
age illustration of the way insurance busi-
ness is ordinarily transacted. The compa-
nies are always willingand ready toaccept
the heaviest premiums, but when it comes
to meeting their engagements they have a

score of excuses and methods of evasion.
We . think it clear that to remedy these
abuses .over-insurance should be made
a misdemeanor, or the companies should
be compelled to settle all losses
at their face valuation. It has been ob-
jected to the second proposition that it
would tend to encourage incendiarism, but
reflection willshow that this is a mistake.
The lirst effect of such a change inthe law
wouldbe to force companies to cease over-
insuring. \u0084,They, They would not then dare to
take risks for more than the property was
worth, and they would be compelled to ex-
ercise the utmost caution. Of course there
are cases in which:collusion!may , occur,
ami incendiarism result, but such cases are
possible under the present state of the law,
and it is probably impracticable to prevent
them so long as rascality survives. ,

:It over-insurance were made a misde-
meanor, . or if insurance companies were

made to pay the face values of their poli-
cies, reckless insurance would cease, the
public would not be compelled to pay out
heavy premiums for no consideration, and
the practice of incendiarism would sustain
a severe check. There is no equity in the
present practice, by which a man may pay-
premiums on §20,000 for ten years, and on

the occurrence of a fire be refused
'
more

than $10,000 or §12,000. Insurance com-,
panics have

'
no right to take premiums

when they do
'
not intend to meet their

i.<», *\u25a0 i'iia
-

•..
losses squarely. They have no right to
come in after, a ;loss and assert that the
property was over-insured. The oldprin-
ciple of caveat emptor applies to them. Itis
theirbusiness to seek risks, and itshould be
their business to know precisely, what kind
of risks they are taking. If they are will-
ing to take heavy premiums they ought to
be made to pay heavy losses. Their pres-
ent practice is altogether too one-sided.
They do not care how high a valuation is
put upon property, for the purpose of mak-
ing premiums ,off it.

'
But when it is a

question of paying losses they can hardly
underestimate its value enough to please
themselves. The contract between the in-
sured and the insurer ought to be a just
and even one, and it is not so now. The
consequences of this defective . system are
bad both for the companies and the public.
The former do not always escape being
bitten by incendiaries, while' the lat-
ter are demoralized by" the induce-
ments- held

'out q for the .commission
of arson, and \u25a0 honest 7- men • are

bled by premiums which :
at :the critical

juncture turn |out -to have been
'

paid
for nothing. What right has a company
to accept', premiums on $65,000 worth of
risks for years, and after a fire contend that
the property was riot worth more than half
that amount ? If,it knew this when it
took the premiums itcommitted a palpable
fraud. Ifitdid not know it,it ought to
be made to stand the injury resulting from
its own business neglect. , If.the plea iis
not true; itshould not be allowed to sneak
out from its obligations.

'
There is urgent

need of remedial legislation in this respect,
and we respectfully solicit the attention of
the Legislature to the question.

EIGHT-HOUR LAWS.

And now there is another demand for an
eight-hour law, the proposition as usual
being that those who work eight hours
shall be paid as though they had worked
ten hours. Itis curious that the advocates
of this law do not see what it involves.
Itinvolves the proposal that the taxpayers
of California shall be forced to give the

1 equivalent inmoney of two hours' work ja
day to all who are employed on iState
undertakings. . Congress tried this experi-
ment two or three years ago, and had to let
itgo by default. There is no justification
for it,and it would be a wrong to the peo-
ple ito put such a law uponithe statute
books. . Ifmen are unwillingto work more
than eight hours a day, that is their own
affair;ibut no man has a right to demand
ten hours' pay for eight' hours' work..' To
legislate on such a question is to undertake
to regulate the price of labor by statute,
and since the middle ages that kind of
thing has been abandoned by all intelligent
lawmakers and communities. No man
has any right to demand more wages from
the State than he can get inopen market.
If the State gives any man more than the
current wage?, itis robbing the taxpayers
to do so, and they also have some rights.
The eight-hour law is a piece of rank
demagogism, in flagrant contravention of
economic laws, and without the shadow of
warrant or excuse. • "

THE CORPORATION CHINESE BILL.-
At , last | the jLegislature has worried.

through an anti-Chinese bill. Corporations j
are forbidden to employ|Chinese under
penalties. ,, Why, this jprohibition.. should
not have been made general is ,not appar-
ent, for the law would have been just as
validand effective, and. the ,members who
employ Chinese f themselves would have
had no more ground fur apprehension than
they have now. The ,bill is in flat viola-
tion- of the Bnrlingame treaty, and when
itis taken into the Courts for interpreta-
tion we have no doubt that it willbe de-
clared unconstitutional. •.-There .is no
;judgment in \u25a0. the •• enactment .of .. such
;statutes, .for, inI. the j end they s only

iserve to, inflame , the ,already far too
heated sentiment against the Chinese, and
they, effect nothing. 7 Ifthe Legislature
had selected two or three of its best mem-
bers, and ,appointed them as a committee
to draw up a temperate but forcible appeal
to Congress on . the g Chinese question,
enumerating all the jevils the State has
suffered from the presence of[these people,
and putting the' case clearly and "at the
same time respectfully) the effect would
have been very much more salutary than
that of all the ibulldozing anti-Chinese
waste-paper laws that can lie passed from
now tillthe close of the session. -nii.:7 1 -.7

PACIFIC SLOPE NEWS.
DISPATCHES -OF LAST NIGHT.|

SAN FBANCIS'JO WOEKLNGME-N.

Governor Stanford's Reply to Their De-
mands Regarding Chinamen.

PASSEKGEBS FROM THE EAST BY RAIL.

A Slanderer Severely Chastised by a Girl
In Oregon.

111MM. affairs «\ THE cohstock.

A Senate Committee on a Tour of Inquiry
at San Jose.

CALIFOKXIA.

Seir-Kvplanatory Telenram**
—"

Charity

Begins at Iloiue."
San Francisco, February 13th.—The fol-

lowing telegraphic correspondence explains
itself:

New York, February 13th.— Leland Stanford:
Won't you give us something for the Irish relief
fund? The interest on the loan is deferred, but the
security is good. ••'. DION BOLCIUAULT.

San Francisco, February 13th.—Dion Bouciciult,
New York City:For the suffering poor of Ireland
Ihave the sympathy of common humanity, but there
is an ample field near home for all that Ihave to
give. LBI-AND STANFOKD.

San Francisco Wnrklugiiien Another Pa-

rade— Governor Cheered.
San Francisco, February 13th.

—
The

Workingmen paraded again this afternoon,
about 500 strong, and visited the offices of the

; Patent Brick Making Company and W. __.
ILewis &Co.. cigar manufacturers. At both
;places they were promised replies to-morrow.
] They then returned to the sand lot, and while

there a dispatch was received from Sacra-
mento announcing that the Governor had
signed the billprohibiting the employment of
Chinese by corporations. This was the
signal for prolonged cheering, and a round

Iwas given for the Governor. Another meet-
ing willbe held to-morrow, but itis probable
that the procession willbe more of the nature
of a parade than heretofore, and that visits
to corporations willbe discontinued for that
day. . ...
Correspondence Between Ihe tVorklna;-

mcii's Com millcc ami Governor Stan-
ford.
Sax Francisco, February 13th.— The fol-

lowing letter was addressed to the officers of
the Central Pacific Railroad by a committee,
of unemployed workingmen :

'

To the officers of the Central Pacific Railroad, a
corporation doing business in the city of San Fran-
cisco, State of California.

—We, the unemployed cit-
izens of San Francisco, do respectfully present the

'

followingfacts : ..,, '
Section 2, Article XIX.,ofthe new Constitution of

California, adopted by tlie people of tbis state on
May 7th last, s ri.-'lyprohibits tbe employment of
any Chinese byanv.eorporation in. this State. .That
section went intoeffect on the first day of the 111. .nth
of January, ls.**o. -\u25a0-

"
'\u25a0\u25a0'-.

We therefore earnestly request of you to discharge
the Chinese now employed by the corporation you'
represent, and pfay of you, in the name of the un-
employed and soil .-ring people of your own race, to
open to us a field wherein wecan 'honestly ami hon-
orably earn our daily bread. * .;. *,

We make this solemn appeal in the name of jus-
tice and humanity, and for the welfare and safety of
our city. Byorder of the committee,

L..1. GANNON",Chairman,
a PETEtI BELL.

Following is the reply sent to-day by Mr.
Stanford :

Sax Francisco, Cat, February 13,"I feiSO.
L.J. Gannon ami Peter Bell, Committee—Gen-

tlemen :Ihave received yours addressed to the
Central Pacific Railroad Company, calling attention
to Section 1of Article XIX.of the Constitution of
this State, and also note your request to discharge
the Chinese now employed by this corporation and
to open a field where the people of our own race
can honestly and honorably earn their daily bread.
There are now in the employ of the company, with-
in the city and county of San Francisco, seven
Chinamen. There is also empt ved by this com-
pany a large number of while Mien, many of wh m
are retained because the) have been heretofore em-
ployed by this corporation, but whose services are
not, at this time, really needed. The company will
ever be mindful of the laws of this State, Mid will
endeavor cheerfully to submit to them as itunder-
stands them, or as the Courts may construe them.
In the management of its business it will be gov-
erned, under the laws of the land, entirely bya con-
sideration of whet it shall deem, in its own judg-
ment, to be the wisest policy, having due regard for
the rights and interests of its stockholders. Ke-
spectfully, LELAND STANFOP.D.

Prentiss Selby, of the Selby Smelting
Work, also returned to the committee a ver-
bal answer to-day. He was -quite explicit,
and told the committee that he would hiie
what labor he choose, and that he did not
recognize the authority of any body of men
to dictate to him. When the United States
forbade him to employ Chinese labor he
wouldobey the law, not until then.

Opposed In Primaries.
Sax Francisco, February The Tenth

Ward Republican Club to-night unanimously
pronounced against the holding of primaries
to elect delegates to the State Convention to

Ibe hell April 27th, anil favored their ap-
pointment by the County Committee on a
recommendation of the ward clubs.

i-

The Tragedy at \u25a0•Ulster— uncial of the
Victim.

Hot-LISTEK, February 13th.— The funeral
of S. H. Urumniett, the report of whose vio-
lent death yesterday has already been given,
took place to-day from the Christian Church.
The edifice was crowded to its utmost capac-
ity, and the building lacked space to accom-
modate the" immense crowd which thronged
to pay the listtribute of respect to the mem-
ory of the deceased. Large numbers' of per-
sons were uuable to gain admittance, and the
windows were thrown open so that the crowd
outside might*hear the discourse, which was
rendered by Uie Rev. .1. K.,Wallace inI
a manner which excited the sympathies I
of all for the bereaved wife and orphans, and
brought .tears to the eyes 'of the greater
part of the assemblage. The funeral was
conducted under the auspices of the Fire De-
partment, which turned out in full strength.
Every place of business in town was closed,
and the engine-house was draped in mourn-
ing. The feeling of indignation, which was |
so widespread yesterday, has to a great, ex- |
tent subsided, its place being taken by a gen-
eral feeling of regret for the sad occurrence,'
and of sympathy for the bereaved wife and
the two poor littlebabes who have been thus
cruelly deprived of, their natural protector..
Ageneral gloom seems to have taken posses-
sion of our citizens, and it seems impossible-
for them to forget, even for a moment, the
terrible occurrence which has so moved every

heart. The scene at the grave to-day was
thrillinginthe extreme. Theories and anguish
of the sorrow-stricken wife and mother, to-
gether with the open-mouthed wonder of tl**;
toddling infants at the unusual seen*?, were
wellcalculated tostir the finer sentiments of
mankind, ant men who had cot shed tears
for many years were compelled to turn away
to hide their feeling*-^ At present every-
thing is quiet ml the streets, and
no fears are now entertained of any violence
being done the prisoner. The shooting is
claimed by Carlton to have been done in self-
defense, and this willno doubt be his line of
defense when the time comes for hi* trial.
The deceased \ was born Iand raised in San
Juan Sooth, about eight miles from this
place, and has many relations residing there.
The Enterprise will appear as usual to-mor-
row, and will hereafter be continued under. the management of John McGonigle, its
former publisher. '

,
"

The Stale Normal School- 1i.iiof a .-senate
« ommillee* to Han .lime.

San Jose, February' 13th.
—

The Senate
Committee on Construction, of which Baker
of Santa Clara is Chairman, arrived here at
10:30 A. M.yesterday, Baker having preceded
them.

'
At the Auzerai.s House they were met

by ithe Normal School Trustees, Professor
Allen of the Faculty and members of the
Citizens' Committee, with whom they pro-
ceeded in carriages to view the ruins of the
Normal School. ,The Senators were unre-
served in expiessing the opinion that the
Normal School to remain in San Jose,
and their belief that itwould. They thought
there would be no controversy over that ques-
tion in the Legislature. The fight, if any,
would be over the amount to he appropriated.

•C. T. Ilvland of the Normal Trustees, and
Judge Payne of the Citizens' Committee,
made strong appeals to the Senate Commit-
:tee for an amount sufficient to erect a build-
ing , that would jlie adequate to the require-
ments of the institution. They thought it
ought to be -$200,000,' but they assured the
committee that whether the. appropria-
tion might -be, | 55,000, or... 850,1X10,
or 8200,000, ;the *. State should « not be
at an expense of one

-
dollar over

the amount, and said that the 'State should,
ifdesirable, have a bond, with ample se- i
eutity, to that effect." Senator Baker entirely I
refuted- the reports of*jobbery that were-put *

'„.... .^_ .„.. .. .„>at

————
incirculation when the first building was be-
ing erected. Senator Harlan was deeply im-
pressed with the salubrity of the climate.0f,,.
San Jose, the beauty of the city and its -stir- \
roundings, and the advantages of its loca-
tion.

*
Profufaul Aliengavewi account of the \u25a0*-•'>\u25a0

amount expended in improving the grounds,
showing that by economical management the
cost was made less than the committee that
visited the school two years ago believed it
could be made for. The committee, after
making a survey of the grounds,. Were shown
th*>public schools of the city. In the after-
noon they visiteel the High School building,
now occupied by tbe Normal School, and had •

a conference with the Trustees of the institu-
tion. They then proceeded to Santa Clara,
and then took the 4:35 train lor San Fran-
cisco. ItWM stated that a bill for an appro-
priation will be brought up in the Legislature
next week. . ________

J

Prosperity at "mpa -Weather nn«l Oops. .
Napa, February 13th.—Much activity is

manifested in business circles in this city at
the present time, and the coming months bid
fair to be busy ones. Several buildings are to
be erected immediately inthe business portion
of the town, among which are two or three
brick stores and a woollen hotel, besides
dwellings in other parts of the city. More
buildings are contemplated, allof a substan-
tial character. Merchants and others are
elated at the spirit of improvement which
has taken possession of many property-hold-
ers, as nothing like ithas been known in the
history of the place.

The frosty mornings still continue, keep- .;
ing vegetation backward. Wheat grows
slowly, but the prospects of an abundant
crop of grain and fruit are good.

NF.VADA.
The Ophir "Boom."

Virginia, February Experts have
just come out of Ophir. E. A. Schultz re-
ports the crosscut east on the 2100-foot level
from the Hardy vein in 40 feet from the
stupes through porphyry ;then conies 4 feet
of very rich ore, averaging §300 ;after that 6
or 7 feet of lower grade, with a mixture of
porphyry, but some rich ore. All will mill
by throwing out a few blocks of porphyry.
Then comes a foot or two of good ore, inall
about 12 feet that willmill. The formation
stands beautifully, dipping to the east
slightly, and has nearly a. n.utherly and
southerly trend. Mr. Schultj* and others
think this an entire new formation, and de-
clare that itlooks better than anything ever
before seen in Ophir.

Passengers Passing Carlin Tor California.
Carlin. February 13th.

—
The following

passengers
'
passed Carlin to-day, to arrive in

Sacramento to-morrow : S. Winker, St.
Paul, Minn.; Chas. Whitney, San Francisco ;
W. M. Miller, wife and child, Chicago ; I.
W. Goldsmith, Chicago Wm. O. C'hr.pin,
San Francisco; Mrs. Dr. Woodward, Chi-
cago ; Daniel T. Murphy, New York ; D.
Whitmore and wife, Ca'ifornia; Mrs. W.
W. Holland, Colorado ;Constant Meyer, S.
Valk and son, San Francisco ;0. T. Knight,
S. 1... Hanak, Xew York;C. Tyler. Denver,
Col.; E. W. D.mnell. Ureenburgh, N.C.J J.
S. Watson, St. Louis ; I.Beale, Washington,
D. C.;J. A.Porter, New Haven, Conn.; F.
Zabrook.'T. S. Nash, H. Portworth, Eng-
lmd; J. Boushey, Oakland, Cal.; P. T.
Williamson, .Sacramento ;. A Redlich and
family, "New'York;Sarah Davis, Iowa; 23
emigrants,' including 17 males, to arrive in
Sacramento February loth. .

OREGON.

IKTauiir I'll I-.11111.
Portlasi), February 13th,— 1rank Pritch-

ard, a.' runner fur the Aurora Hotel at
Independence, Polk county, was cowhided
on tiie streets of that place on Thursday
evening by Miss MollieMatthews, daughter
of the proprietor of the Revere House, in the
same town. Pritchard had recently been cir-
culating scandalous reports concerning Mi**-*
Matthews character. The young lady met'
him on the street, and charging bun with the

i authorship of the reports, proceeded to chas-
tise the slanderer severely. The affaircreated

1 intense sensation.
\u25a0 Palliative <ir<*iiiii*.l;iin-\u25a0*

—
Cir]Starred In

l»i*:il!i
—

Seriously Wounded— sulfide—
Wheat and Flour.

1 i:Portland, February 13th.— Atthe exam-
ination cf K. M..lohnson, for the killingof

( IM. Crosserly at'Monmouth,' some palliative
I, circumstances were brought to light by the

j testimony, which showed that the homicide

I was justifiable to a certain extent. Such be-
ing the case, Johnson was held to answer on

Ia charge of manslaughter in the sum of
j $2.U00. Bonds were furnished, and the ac-
| cused is at liberty.

"From news just received from Xehalem'
valley, it is learned that a young girl named

jMabel Bachu-, aged 12 years, perished from
hunger a few days ago. Owing to the fallen
timber from the recert wind-storm, and the
heavy snow-storm, all communication with
the

'
neighboring settlements was cut off.

Bachus, father of the girl, started for St.
IHelens, the nearest point. He mi-seel his
1 way on hi-* return, and did nut reach his
, home for six days, and found hi- daughter

dying from hunger. A large force of men is
engaged in cutting the fallen timber and
opening a road to the nearest settlement in
Washington county, and thus restore com-
munication with that isolated section.
!Yesterday a man named Sc.tty Sharp ac-

cidentally orintentionally shot a man named
James McNear at Celilo, Wasco county.
The ballpenetrated the left breast just above
the heart. The two men bad been di inking,
and the particulars of the shooting are not
known, as no witnesses were present at the
time. McNear is lying in a very critical
condition. Sharp was not arrested at last
accounts. ''\u25a0 - • \u25a0• ..

An old Scotchman, whose name could not
be ascertained, livingnear The Dalles, com-
mitted suicide yesterday by -.hooting himself
in the head. Deceased was a sheep-herder by
occupation and supposed to be partially in-
sane. ,
•Itis difficultto give the exact figures which
wouldbe paid for good, lots of.wheat inthe
local market to-day, quotations ranging all
the way from $1 .•.r.i to $1 95. Flour has re-
mained steady during the entire period of ex-
citement through which the raw material has
passed, and offerings have been ample to
check •any -advance to correspond with the
rise in wheat. . The stocks at the mills and in
the hands of agents are reported good, with
no special demand.

Tv i<*.:ii"<*.ion Ti;i:RII<DRT.

Movement* nf Olllt'ial-
—

Boille I* the
Skagit' Minis.

'j:Port TowssKND, February 13th.
—

Major
W. li. Morris, customs special agent, left for.
Oregon on business lust Wednesday.
T United State* Paymaster Canhv arrived
from Idaho to-day, after paying the troops.
;Every effort is being made to obtain an

available route between this place and the
Skagit gold mines. r\u25a0•

"
:!v*'*-'*'

RELIGIOUS SERVICES TO-MORROW.

: Westminster Presbyterian Church, \u25a0• .
Sixth street, corner of 1., Rev. H. It.Bice, pastor,
willpreach Sibbath morning at 10:45, and evening
at 7. Strangers cordially invited. .' 1,...

Kingsley M. E. Church, ....
Eleventh street, between IIand I.—Rev. J. E.
Wick-.. pastor.

'Preaching to-morrow at 10:45 a. H.
and 7*Bo P. M. Sunday at 12:40 P. M. Praise
Service at Ij.'MT. M. , ,

Congregational Church, '

On Sixth street, between Iand J.— The pastor, Rev.
I.L. Dwinell, will preach to-morrow morning and
evening at the usual hours. . The public are invited.

Methodist Episcopal Church South,
Seventh street,

*
between J

'
and X.—Service at

10:45 a. m. and I>•. a. by T. H. B. Anderson.
Subjects: Homing, "The Came of Unbelief;"'
evening, "Christianity, and Culture.".!; Seats free..
\u25a0strangers welcome. \u0084...:,, ..**.\u25a0

First Baptist Church, . ' .(' *\u25a0
Ninth street, Between Land M,Rev. A. J. Frost,'
pastor.— Preaching at 10.45 a.. _. and 7*.\u25a0. Even-
ing subject :'\u25a0 Proofs of the Existence of a God."
Sunday-school at 12:15. All are invited, strangers \u25a0"

especially.,,,,. \u0084..,.
, jj- ..; \u25a0 \u25a0 .•,. ..-.,. ;..:,. Sixth Street M. E Church,

'

On Sixth, between X and I.streets -Rev.' Robert' -
Berth*- pastor. MMMat 10:45 a. v and Tp. a. .
Subject forevening :.',' Our Hock hot as Their Rock." ,
Strangers are welcome.

" ' ' ' '

|•\u25a0' St Paul* Episcopal Church. * ;•\u25a0• '•\u25a0-*
Eighth atreet, between Iand J—Ker. B. 11. Ward, • •

rector Divine service at 11 a. m. and 7 r.,». sun-
.lay-school at liSO T.«. Allare invited.' ;';|

\u25a0r.r^^i^.-m-^—^ 7.-*"(

Never Too Lath.—A man "arid woman 1

of Phoenix, Ulster county, -.decidedly' on
the down-hill of;life—be was 60 and she
was 03— could wait no longer, to^e mar-
ried, and started for the clergyman's house
ina sleigh. 'On the road they met another
clergyman, and, with1* rare and beautiful i:
enthusiasm,: requested him.to perform the ,
ceremony on the. spot,,* They stood up. in
their sleigh, . the minister stood up inhiB»

"
\u25a0

tuey were pronounced to be mail and' wife,'''
and' a pair of 'frisky horses' with their-
sleigh-bells furnished tim:wedding nii_»u*..
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