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TaE San Francisco office of the Daily REcorp-UNION
and WEEKLY UNION is at 208 Montgomery strest.
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WHAT IT CONTAINS.

The WeekLY Uniox for the current week consists
of two parts, issued Wednesday aud Saturday.
Bach part contains eight pages. Total, 16. The
following is a general account of the variety cf mat-
ter it contains, the figures representing columns
and fractions of columns :

Editorials . ........... 16 (Pacific Telegrams..... 81
News Summary .. 2 San Francisco Items.. 3
Mining News. . 1}/Coast Items.......... 71
State News........... 2 |Oregon Letter... . 1y
Arizona Letter ...... 1 Quiet Hour... .. hey &
Press Expression..... 1 !Household ...... .. 13
New York Letter..... 1}/Locals........... e & |
Eastern Telegrams... .19} Miscellany. ... . gk
Markets. , 13;Congressioual .. i
Births, {Court Reports........ 3

Marriages. ... ....... } |Outdoor Amusements. 13
Agricultural..... 1}{Letter-Box............ 13
Art News. . ... . . 4 Postoffice List._...... i
Advertisements. . . B} Farjeon’s Great Serial. 4
Paris Letter.......... |

And these, with other mater for the general

POLITICAL PANACEAS.

There has seldom been a period when the
demand for political reform was more gen-
erally recognized than at present, or when
more hopelessly different remedies were
proposed in greater profusion. In the
May number of the Infernational Review
Mr. George W. Julian and Mr. Albert
Stickney have papers, the first on ““The
¢ Abase of the Ballot and its Remedy,” and
the second on *‘ Government Machinery.”
Each thinks the plan he proposes can alone
save the country, each thinkshis plan the
one important consideration, yet neither
agrees with the other regarding the causes
of the existing evils, or the methods of
abating them. Mr. Julian declares, in a
very energetic manner, that.*‘ the sovereign
“remedy for all the evils connected with
¢ popular government is popular govern-
“ gpnment.” This he appears to think
quite a profound utterance. It is in fact

reader, including poetry and anecdotes, make up
112 columns, They embrace the proceedings of the’
Republican State Convention, account of the Kal-
loch-De Young affray, accounts of the Eastern tor-

nadoes, rcports of Eastern political Conventions,

etc. The Uxiox is sent prepaid for §2 per year, anc
has no superior as ‘a family and general news and

literary journal.

NEWS OF THE MORNING.

I New York yesterday Government bonds were
quoted at 107% for 48 of 1907; 104 for o3 of 1881;
109 for 44s; sterling, §4 £6@4 80; silver bars,
1141 ; silver coin, 4 discount buying, par selling.

SiLveR in London yesterday, 62}d ; consols,
09 1-16; 5 per cent. United States bonds, 1057; 4s,
108% ; 4is, 111},

I~ San Francisco half dollars are quoted at par;
Mexican dollars, 91 buying, 911 =elling.

At Liverpool yesterday wheat was quoted at 9s
10d@10s 4d for good to choice Califor: ia.

THERE was a slight rally in most of the Comstock
shares at San Francisco yesterday. Sierra Nevada
opened at $2 50 and closed at $10 25. Most of the
gales, however, were below $10. Union Consoli-
dated opened at $17 50 and closed at $18, with the
bulk of the sales at the latter figure. Mexican and
Ophir floundered about in pretty much the same
condition as Thursday. California fell to $2 35, but
Consolidated Virginia was in better favor. Belcher
traveled up to §1 85, Northern Belle swung down
to £11 50, and Bodie advanced from $7 to $7 50.

By the capsizing of a canoe on the Skagit river,
in Washington Territory, Monday, six miners were
drowned.

AxoruEr disastrous storm occurred on the Atlan
tic coast Thursday night and yesterday.

A varGE amount of property was destroyed by
fire yesterday at Battle Creek, Mich.

Javes B. Mureny went
Port Townsend, W. T.,

in search of his wife at
for the purpose of killing

her,

suicide:

CuarLES HAYDEN hanged himseli Thursday night
in Lane county, Oregon. ;
AN uusuce

diary at

by an ince
ight, to burn a

large planing mi
MAYOR ye d > arrest of M.
H.DeY z, § i ie Caronicle,
on a charge of libel,
Mrs. Moray, who attempted suicide at the Benicia
ks Wednesday, died yesterday from the effects |

b
 the wounds inflicted.

is now mzki

river, in British Columbia, as iar as Yale.
Tae County
Deadwood, D.

fraud.

Ar Camp Sheridan, Neb.,

Treasurer and ister of Deeds at

., have been placed under a

two desperadoes killed

Gray Eyes, a big medicine man ameng the Sioux,

ar

1 wounded his squaw.
Tiis Supreme Court has ordered that a writ of
habeas corpus issue in the Kearney case, returnable

at Sacramen'o, May 11th, at 2 », M.

Tue President yesterday tendered to Postmaster-

General Key the vacant Judgeshi. in Tennessee,
which was accepted.

FirE at Jacksonville, Il

Dugrive the month of April 46,118 immigrants ar-
rived at New York, the largest number ever lunded

there in a month.

A QUARANTINE has been established at Baltimore |

against all vessels from ports m the United States |

south of Cape Henry,

TaE President has nominated Orange Ferriss to
be Second Auditor of the Treasury.

Fire and loss of life in London.

Tre new members of the
MONs were swi

AN i
wa, Ont.
A BLI
Ottawa, Ont.

PARNELL'S

British House of Com-

rn in yesterd

itense anti-Chinese feeling prevails at Otta-

pING snow-storm prevailed yesterday . at

great National Land Conference at
Dublin was a signal failure.

At Briar Hill, O.,
killed two men and wounded five others.

Sayver M. JENNY, a prominent Quaker and mem-

yesterc

ber of the Indian Peace Commission, died yesterday |

at Alexandria, Va.
Tue United States Supreme Court has
until Monday, May 10th.

Tur Gen

ljourned

selved to ¢ » business.

Tur

to the inside pages of to-day’s Recorp UNiox,

tention of our readers is particularly called

second page contains the reg

ments of ““ Agricultural Notes™ and *‘The Quiet

Hour,” literary notes, art matters, letter from New |

once known

York, the reason why Placerville we
as “Hangtown,” an intere g
scene between a bunko sharp and his supposed vic-
tim, advertisements, On the
another installment of *“ Se
ter from VYaris, poetry, the depart

degeription of a

fiven

third page is

ver Sea,” a let-

ent of “‘Our

in a su

Letter-box,” advertisements. There will be found

on the sixth page the department of * Outdoor

Amusements,” Pacific coast news items, poctry, mis-
lar weekly

review of the San Francisco markets, poetry, mis-

cellany and advertisements, The n

cellany and advertisements wil

seventh page.

HAMLET'S PHYSICAL DISABILITIES,

Mr. E. Vale Blake has a paper in the |
May Popular Science Monthly, in which he |

to

meant to draw

undertakes argue that Shakespeare

in Hamlet, a character in

which the physieal weight of adipose tissue

overcame will energy, and so produced in- |

firmity of and abortive

purpose

The observation of the Queen concerning |

Hamlet, in the fencing scene, “ He's fat
““and scant of breath,” appears to consti-
taute almost the sole foundation for Mr.
Vale's hypothesis. He conceives Hamlet

as a lymphatie, sluggish person, capable of |

powerful emotions under strong provoca-
tion, and then volcanic in his outbursts,
but always prone to procrastinate and tem-
porize through the enervating effect of his
““to0o0, too solid flesh.” This idea is worked
out with a great deal of force and ingenn-
ity, and it must be said that it has the
special merit of making intelligible and

coherent many things in the play
which have perplexed commentators
for generations. There is of course
one consideration which demands no-
tice, namely the consideration that

Shakespeare may not have had any such
profound and subtle purpose as nearly all
his commendators insist on ascribing to
him. The mistake of reading new mean-
ings into great authors is one of the com-
monest, and we are by no means satisfied
that much of the literature of Hamlet
criticism and exposition has not been of
this character. Meantime we are free to
say that Mr. Blake has produced a very
well arranged and plausible argument, and
that in several respects it has more force
than the conventional conception of Ham-
let, as a lean, saturnine, and sallow youth.
Mr. Blake regards him as a florid and cor-
pulent blonde—and a blonde he certainly
ought to be, being a Dane—and attributes
his general tendency to vacillation to his
superabundant fat,

but the hunt proving a failure, he committed |

1z regular trips on Frazer | {
{ ““of the better sort of men in all parties to |

rest for |

wmn South Sea Trading Company has re- |

The |
r weekly depart- |

e found on the |

action. |
i

equivalent to saying ‘‘the best way to
cease being ill is to get well.” The evils

! popular government are

connected with
each and all the necessary results of the
normal operation of the principles and
| practices which together constitute popular
government. Mr. Julian therefore tells us
that we can only expect to do better by
ridding ourselves of the inevitable conse-
quences of natural law, and this is nonsense.
The abuse of the ballot, which supplies
the text for his article, is not the result of
any special perversity on the part of the
American voters. The abuses of the ‘‘ma-
| chine” system have not been produced
| through any abnormal development of wick-
edness in the American political classes.
But on the one hand a steady flow of for-
eigh immigration has swamped the intelli-
gence of our voters, while on the other
hand a multiplicity of elections and a
method of choosing public employes in to-
tal disregard of their fitness, have estab-
lished a class of professional politicians,
and compelled them to such an expertness
that the control of political machinery has
fallen quite naturally into their hands.
When we look to Mr. Julian for remedies we
are tempted towonder that anyone should be
capable of taking so hopeful a view of the
| situation, whose dependence is so frail.

| Among the aids to reform he mentions the
| following : *‘The necessity for a better sys-
| “tem of household training, having spe-

¢ cial reference to the great moralities of
| “life ; the need of a thorough reform in
| ““our gystem of eduncation, in which less

“of ancient langu

| ““voted to the branches

| ¢ ernment, political economy, and moral-
| “ity;

a thorough revival and more practical

| ““bear personal witness to their interest in
““the work of political reform by doing

“work required for its accomplishment.”

| We do not think there is any hope of re-

form, if it can be attained only by such
methods as these, for they are one and all

|
|
E ““in the air,” and altogether irrelevant. As |
Julian |

i to our schools, where does Mr.
; imagine that the ‘‘ancient languages " are
5 aught too much ?
| classics has never been the fault of our

public schools, and as for our few colleges
and universities, they educate such a mere
handful of our youth that their effect
upon the tone of national sentiment is
As regards the influence of

very slight.
| the Chureh, it is abundantly evident that
| it has passed its meridian, and is declining
| rapidly.
| as an instructor and guide, for the sufficient

.
| recognize its credentials or acquiesce in |
BE - {
Whoever ex- |

| submission to its authority.

e | amines the existing situation must realize
¥, & boiler explosion |

| this change, and must accord it due con-

| sideration.

{ Church, it is plain that even if that in-

| fluence existed as of old it would not affect |

the abuses which are now in guestion.
| ¥ ,.L SOl SR
|  Human nature will under all conditions
inevitably struggle to adapt itself to its
environment, and consequently there are

no conceivable forms of government or so-
cial leagues under which men cannot live
or have not hved. Given an inelastic
{ machinery or framework of any kind, and
the community will quickly mold itself to
it, and thereafter be guided and shaped by
it. Now in the United States it is as
| usual the system, not the .people, that

|

stands in need of reform. Civilization, so

far as the expansion of a higher culture,

abandonment of barbarous customs, the
spread of humane and teuder feelings, the

tion of public hygiene, the general im-
provement of all the methods of living, and
{ the elevation of most of the theories of
| life, is progressing encouragingly. The
| people are growing better in many ways.

| from political sourcez. Nor can these evils
{ be attacked with any success by Mr. Ju-

lian’s remedies, His diagnosis of the dis-

would merely heighten the public sen-
sitiveness and impatience without at
all weakening the hold of the corrup-
tionists whose practices it is so necessary
to put a stop to. Mr. Julian thinks there
is danger that organized wealth in this
country may support political
through fear of the justice and intelligence
of the masses, yet he can propose no better
mode of avoiding such danger than that of
relegating all power to the masses. The
truth is that as the case stands organized
wealth is liable to support political abuses
throngh apprehension of the masses, and
that this constitutes the greatest peril of
the republic, and brings forcibly to the front
the rock on which all the republics of the
old world went to pieces. And it isidle
to blink the truth that unless we can de-
vise a way of escape from this rock, this
republic too must follow in the old path.
Wherever in the history of mankind a dem-
ocratic community has reached the stage of
development at which a rich class and a
poor class are distinguishable, a tendency
has arisen for the latter to make war upon
the former, and this tendency has
always sooner or later ended in the agree-
ment of the rich class to secure protec-
tion by surrendering the freedom of the
State. Thatis what every Republic has
ended in heretofore, and that is what we
must avoid to be saved from the same fate,

“attention shall be given to the study |
and more time de- |
of knowledge |
¢ bearing directly upon the practical inter- I

¢ ests of life, such as the science of gov- |
| ¢t agerti »f the 1 wer of the Church asa |
| ““assertion of the power of the Church asa |

- : |
‘¢ moral instructor and guide ; and the duty |

¢¢ their share of the hard and disagreeable |

Certainly a devotion to |

It will never again be accepted |

reason that the majority of men no longer |

But, independently of the |
actual decadence of the influence of thci

the development of loftier aspirations, the |

| demand for esthetic pleasures, the cultiva- |

But in governmental affairs corruption and |

usurpation and trickery are rife and uni- |
. ]

versal, and the danger to society proceeds

ease is all wrong, in fact, and his panacea |

abuses |

How this can be accomplished is the one
great problem of the time; but, if itis
possible, it must be sought in the improve-
ment of the system first. To prevent poli-
tics being adopted as a profession ; to pre-
vent the usurpation of political power by
auy cliques or factions or parties; to se-
cure efficiency, honesty and intelligence in
the public service; to do away with three-
fourths of the myriad elections which
keep politicsalways in a ferment at pres-
ent ; to establish a just balance of power
between the State and Federal Govern-
ments, checking centralization and making
disruption impossible ; to eliminate every-
thing in the nature of *‘spoils” from poli-
tics ; and by these means to encourage the
participation of our best men in public bus-
iness, and the consequent abolition of dem-
agogism as a bait for office ; these seem to
us to be among the most vital measures to
be taken, and every one of them can be ac-

complished if a right beginning is made.
Sl O

We hold that the beginning, to be right,
must be made at Civil Service Reform.
That is the key to our whole political

situation. Until that is regulated no good

of any permanent kind can be done. And
be accomplished. Half a century ago her
civil service was as bad as ours. Every-
thing went by influence and favoritism.
Capacity was never thought of. Ministers
governed the country through patronage.
Public opinion was a cipher. All this has
been changed by stripping Parliament of
patronage, and making merit the touch-
stone of admission to the civil service.
The same policy can be adopted in this
country, It is the only one which can
check the progress of corruption in our
politics. At present we force our Congress-
men to sustain themselves by the tricks of
the ‘“machine.” It is not the Congressmen
who are responsible for this; it is the
people. The latter alone are accountable
for the survival of a system which throws
all the power of nominating candidates into
the hands of three or four men, and deprives
the voters of all intelligent choice. The

| situation.
| . ¥ . v

| Civil Service that we must look for deliv-
{

| erance,
of the machme has ceased to exist.
day no man can secure any political ad-

He

with a score of hidden manipulators.

{ elected. He must traflic in the property

England has shown us how the work can |

the low rates dictated by ocean com-
petition. But the Southern Pacific was
pushed forward rapidly, despite this ill-
temper, and presently they began to realize
that a wonderful thing had bappened ; a
market had sprung into existence for all
they could produce. A year ago there was
no sale for anything in Los Angeles, To-
day the demand for home produce is so
large and constant that it cannot be sup-
plied. And this is the work of the rail-
road. It has brought the trade of Arizona
and New Mexico to the door of Southern
California. It has found the latter a per-
manent outlet for all her productions. It
has, as with the wave of a magic wand,
substituted prosperity for stagnation,
brisk commerce for sluggish, inducements
to settlement for discouragements, every-
thing bright and cheerful-and beneficial
for everything gloomy and depressing and
injurious. Los Angeles and all the south-
ern counties are about to be lifted out of
the Slough of Despond and put forever
upon their feet, and this sudden and per-
manent improvement is the work of the
Southern Pacific Railway, which this ben-
efited section has been cursing and snarl-
| ing at for years,

-

The capabilities of Southern California are
as yet by no means thoroughly exploited.
The soil is one of the richest under the
sun. KEven the mesa lands, which a few
years ago were commonly regarded as
worthless for any purpose, are capable of
growing anything under irrigation, and
there is no difficulty in irrigating them.
Indeed, this is the land of irrigation, and
there can be no question that under the
improved methods of tilling now being
adopted, it will within twenty years be-
come one of the richest regions in the
country. There is literally no limit to its
productive capacities, and henceforward
therewill be no limit to its market either.
Hitherto the want of a market has been
the most serious hindrance to progress in
the Southern counties. It has damped
enterprise, disconraged industry, and caused
many pecuniary undertakings to shrivel up

fatuous and degrading fancy that all ourin- |
stitutions are the best conceivable, fostered i has changed the geographical relations of
sedulously by demagogues, and repeated | Southern California. Before, it was con-
in 2 thousand forms, has doubtless done | nected to the southward with deserts and
much to prevent wholesome analysis of the barrenness generally.
But 1t is to reform of the | little trade, and there was nothing beyond.

Patronage once taken from Con- |
gress, it will soon be found that the motive |
To- |

vancement without arranging in advance |

must bargain away places before he is |

and die. But the advent of the railroad

Arizona

| Now there is a rich and growing country
of unlimited extent to fall back
and this with a practical mo-
nopoly in the hands of the

They not
with the South and East in supplying their
e, but
when fruit and wine are in question they

upon,
Southern
could

Californians, compete

anal

new market with general merci

| have nothing to fear from any rivalry.

of the public which was never intended to | Chicago, St. Lonis, New Orleans, Galves

of political
who haunt the political vestibules. It

swarm thieves and pirates

| is because this is so that our best men |

no longer seek public office ; that the char-

acter of Congress declines steadily ; that
E there are no longer any great statesmen in
public life ; that issues of conviction are
| disappearing, and are being succeeded by
5 personal issues, and mere wars of factions

for the spoils. All these demcralizing

agencies are due in the first place
to the abuse of patronage. The
same class of evils npaturally finds

its representatives in State, county and

honest and respectable political elements
are becoming the most influential. Re-

| cease to be the case. With the extinction
of patronage the professional politician
He would

be compelled to seek some more useful and
less mischievous calling, and once more

‘
; : : >

| would find his oceupation gone.
|

{ out the fear of being bound by corrupt
bargains as a preliminary process.

the initial point of practical reform.
it everything else that is necessary will
come with far less troub
nothing can be done.
sibility of wusurpation of governmental
{ powers, or change of governmental forms,

To prevent the pos-

by either a plutocracy frightened by mob
violence into the arms of despotism, or by
a mob crazed by the sinister teachings of
demagogues, stable and honest and non-
partisan government must be secured ;
and we know no other way to secure this

than that which we have here indicated.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA.

live in a country to appreciate its capabil-
ities.
| general features that they fail to realize
their significance, and thus it is often left for
strangers, coming fresh to the inspection,
to point out the possibilities of the future,
and to predict the greatness of the land.

£ may be alleged that there has never been
any lack of self-appreciation about the peo-

haps rather over-praised than depreciated.
Jut for all this it is true that the full capa-
bilities of this State have never yet been
realized, and t#at though many loose ex-
pressions have been employed about it, no

smallest beginnings mdicate, has been at
all generally formed. At this moment a
change is taking place in the condition of
Southern California which a few years
hence will have been forgotten in the
rapid growth of that region. This change
has been brought about entirely by the
building of the Sonthern Pacific Rail-

road. That is the truth, and it
ought to be known. Southern Cal-
| ifornia has languished and grumbled

! and dozed and done nothing, for a quarter
of a century, With splendid natural re-
sources she was too isolated to prosper.
All the efforts of her people, to establish
colonies, to introduce irrigation, to encour-
age settlement and cultivation in various
ways, have been most difficult and dis-
couraging enterprises until now. It was
not that they failed in practical parts. Ir-
rigation was never more successful. Orange
and lemon-growing, and wine-making, were
followed with highly satisfactory results.
But everything was so far removed from a
market that the people seemed to be labor-
ing against hopeless disabilities, and so
they fell into a peevish, discontented, dys-
peptic mood, and lent themselves to all
kinds of subversive and mischievous doc-
trines. They were particularly bitter
against railroads, which they gdeclared
unmitigated evils. They so arranged the
Constitution that it was no longer pos-
sible to earry freight to Los Angeles at

They become so familiar with its |

conception of the future which even its |

be at his disposal. He must pay toll to a | ton, arc all equally at
Los Angeles comes forward with the |

municipal as well as in national politics, |
Everywhere the people are less able to | [ruits and wines of Italy. The people of |
make their will felt. Everywhere the least | Southern California are beginning to see

form the civil service and this would soon |

self-respecting men could offer themselves |
for legislative or executive positions, with- |

This 1s | : :
After | Showed to bind the delegates to this pro-

+

disadva

{ special products of which she is the agent

| and representative.
{ lihood that her advantages in these re-

spects will be wrested from her. On

| the contrary, the brilliant promise now |
{ held out to that section of the State through |

£

| the improvement of her communications

must attract large accessions to the popu-

| lation, and cause the present staples to be |

| more generally cultivated than even now.

{ Fruit and wine will long continue to be the |
| special productions of the southern coun- |

| ties, and theré is no reason why they

{ that the Southern Pacific is a beneficial
| enterprise, and we do not think they will
retain any desire to “‘cinch” the eapital
| invested in that undertaking hereafter.

> o

| THE REPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTION,

& e

can State Convention faithfully reprekented
the predominating public sentiment in in-
{ structing the delegates to Chicago to vote

! e S g

| < - 3 - 3
i There can be no doubt that the Republi-
!

| for James (. Blaine, The determination

| which the majority in the Convention

| gramme beyond the possibility of escape,

le, but before it | MAY be regarded as the natural conse-

.
{ quence of former infidelities to the party

| publicans of California must be held respon- |
sible for it. The spirit which led to this ac- |
© AT |
in New |

It is always very difficult for those who |

will. If in the ironclad: resolutions which
were adopted on this bdccasion. there is
anything repugnant to the spirit of politi-
cal independence, those men who in former

years cheated and misrepresented the Re-

tion is identical with that which
York has produced that independent move-
ment known as the Young Scratchers’
movement, which was forced upon self-

respecting citizens as the only pos-
sible means of resenting the tyranny
{ of the machine. It has now been

i
|
{
}
|
i

i is for Blaine.

ple of California, and that it has been per- |

|
i
|
{
}

made manifest in the plainest way that the

California Republicans will submit {o nq;’

more manipulation of the kind which has

more than once before caused the defeat of |

the party in this State. The party here
Its members feel confident
that the State can be carried for him, if he
They
do not feel confident that it could be car-
ried for Grant, and therefore it was alike
their duty and interest to make the ex-
pression of sentiment in the Convention as

receives the nomination at Chicago.

{ pronounced and emphatic 23 possible. Nor

will this positive and unmistakable decla-
ration be without its influence in other
States. We believe it may be asserted
that upon this question the view taken
by the California Republicans is the view
taken by a great majority of all the

tepublicans on  the Pacific slope.
| On this side of the mountains Blaine
lis the favorite, and no other
candidate can evoke anything

like the enthusiasm his nomination would
produce. It may be well for those poli-
ticians in other States who are now work-
ing so hard to prevent the free expression
of the popular will in this connection, to
pause and mark the increasing signs of
restiveness and impatience which are gath-
ering around them. The indications that
no candidate who is not indorsed by the
rank-and-file of the party before the nom-
ination can obtain a full party vote at the
polls, are so unmistakable that persistence
in the machine programme already suggests
a doubt whether the managers are not in-
clined rather to throw the Presidency iato
the hands of the Democrats than to forego
their purpose. s

But the instruction of the delegates for
Blaine was not the only significant inci-
dent in the State Convention. The speech
of Mr. Pixley, in which he asserted that
he had been unable to represent his own
ward in San Francisco because he had re-
fused to put himself at the disposal of a
professional ‘‘manager,” called public at-
tention once more to a kind of political

afforded |

e when |

Nor is there any like- |

should not become as celebrated as the |

abuse which is assuredly becoming more
odious and less tolerable every day. Mr.
Pixley was right to be indignant, and to
express his disgust and anger. W"umn
American citizens are denied admittance
to State Conventions because they do
not happen to be acceptable to the
“Jemmy Dwyers” of politics, it is
time to let the people know it, and
to impress the outrage upon them in
the most forcible way. The indispo-
sition to submit to this kind of
degradation is, however, a healthy symp-
tom, and like the exhibition of firmness
made by the Convention, it conveys a warn-
ing to those who need it most. The truth
is that partisan rule is very feeble at this
moment, even though the machine may
seem in many of the most important States
to be in the most complete working ordar.
There has never been before so grave a
doubt as to the ability of conventions to
carry out pledges made to support the
nominees of the party, whoever they may

There are candidates who are certain
to obtain the support of the party if nom-
inated, but so much cannot be alleged with
any confidence of all the candidates.
Whether California shall choose Republi- |
can Electors this fall is a question which l
cannot, as in times past, be deter-
mined by ascertaining the extent of the
party strength, for no politician of average
| sagacity would be willing to assert that
the full party vote can be polled for who-
ever is nominated at Chicago. The same
uncertainty exists in other States, and
therefore the seeming power of the ma-
chine is largely an illusion, which may
prove to be wholly insubstantial when put
to the test. The popular demand for faith-
ful and untrammeled representation is
steadily acquiring volume and significance,
and those who ignore or neglect it this year
are very unlikely to have further opportu-
nities for controlling national or State
politics.

be.
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DEMCCRATIC DOCTRINE,

One of the planks of the Pennsylvania
Democratic platform begins, ‘“The right
““of free ballot is the only means of re-

‘‘dressing grievances and reformingabuses. ”
| Suppose this be gramted, how does it work
{ for the Democratic party? Will it be

asserted by the press of that party that

{ the right of free ballot has been conceded |
ito the colored voters at the South since

{ the war? Doubtless there are Democratic

{ journals capable of making that or any
| | ““and hereafter, if it should be
1

other assertion, but it is certain that the |
{ country will not believe any declaration of
the kind.

3
| and his a

Acain, did Governor Gar

sociate Councilors show any par-

ticular reverence for the right of a free |
{ ballot when they undertook to steal the

| State of Maine by the most wholesale

| impudent usvrpations, forgeries and frau

| ever perpetrated in the history of the
the
Pennsylvania Democrats have adopted are

! republic? Such measures as

in truth the thinnest kind of

““ molasses to |

catch flies.”

Nothing is more firmly estab-

| lished than the practice of the Southern
Democrats to prevent the colored citizens
in that section from exercising the right of |
free ballot. They have had plenty of
| grievances to redress and abuses to reform,

| &

{ but they have not been allowed to touch
| either, Democratic doctrine appears to
| consist in a most profound regard for the
{ ballot whenever the voters happen to be of |
| their own way of thinking, and an equally
profound dislike of it whenever it may be

but when White Leagners or Red Shirt |

1

| employed by their opponents. They
lare moved with exceeding indig
(untion at the thought of Federal|
[ troops being placed near the polls, |
|

{

z

Brigades have marched into and surround-

ed the polls, and have by force prevented

the casting of Republican votes, they could |
see nothing objectionable in the proceed- |

ings. This inability to perceive more than

one side of a question has been their politi- |
cal ruin, and their deficient sense of honor
has precluded them from concealing their |
As a result they adopt the most
seli-condemnatory resolutions with the
gravity of wooden Indians, and then won- |

foible,

der that everybody does not take them at
their own valuation. -

- -

CHINESE BELLIGERENCY.

t is not very easy to ascertain whether
China really contemplates war upon Rus-

sia, of whether the latter Power is seeking |
to create that impression for purposes of
|

i her own.

tis however certain that the
{ Chinese Government is extremely ill satis-
| fied with the cession of Kuldja, and that
lit is desirous of regaining that province,
principally because its pc

sion gives
| control of important passes to whatever
| Power holds it. China does
| Russia

not regard |

as a safe neighbor, and that

is probably the reason of her uneasiness
It is also possible that the Beaconsfield |

bhave supported the |

its resistance to |

Government may

Pekin Government in

Russia, though we observe that this ha

recently been denied . i
authority, China is mo doubt capable of
giving the Russians a great deal of trouble,
and of involving them in a war which
could not but be protracted and expensive,
and of which the ultimate gain would be
doubtful, even if the Muscovite arms were !

upon

successful. Neither country has any real |
interest in such a conflict, and it is toler-
ably certain that under the new Liberal
Government all the influence of England
will ba exerted to preserve peace and to
settle the outstanding difficulties between
the two powers amicably.
e

A CALLANT NAVAL ACTION.

The most brilliant and daring feat of
arms during the war between Chile and
Peru was unquestionably the running of
the Chilean blockade of Arica by the Pe-
ravian steamer Union, commanded by Cap-
tain Manuel Villavicencio. The Union
entered the port in the dusk of early morn.
ing, passing between the Chilean ironclad
Huascar and Amazones, and at once began
to discharge her valuable cargo of munitions
of war, and at the same time to take in coal.
When daylight showed the Chileans how
they had been circumvented they at once
prepared to avenge themselves by destroy-
ing the audacious intruder. Joined by the
Chilean ironclad Almirante Cochrane, which
carries six three hundred pound guns,
the cruisers entered the harbor, and disre-
garding the fire of the batteries, and of the
Peruvian monitor Manco Capac, concen-
trated their fire upon the Union, As she
was laying broadside ‘on to the shore,
discharging her cargo into lighters,
she could only work her starboard
guns, and they were but seventy-

pounders, Nevertheless her crew went

| ¢“them — that

{ friends of General G

| priety by the discovery that the Del

| intermixed, numbering 2,700 lines,

sasonal annals. and. whil
| curred in Congressional annals, and while a

to quarters promptly, and the brave captain
fought this overwhelming force for seven
hours, when the Chileans gave up the con-
test and withdrew, leaving the Union but
little the worse for her terrible encounter.
Not satisfied with his splendid achievement
up to this point, the captain of the Union
determined to obey his instructionsliterally,
and to return to Callao in the teeth of the
blockading squadron. Having finished
coaling he accordingly steamed quietly out
of the harbor, and on nearing the enemy
put on such a burst of speed that he fairly
ran away from them before they counld
realize - what was happening. The
Union can steam fifteen knots, and 1s,
therefore, well able to show her heels to
any ordinary vessel, but there are few
pluckier or more completely successful
deeds than this in the whole annals of
naval warfare, and the famous Admiral
Cochrane, after whom the Chilean ironclad

has been named, would have recognized a |

kindred spirit in gallant Captain Manuel

Villavicencio.

-

GRANT’S CAIRO SPEECH.

General Grant’s speech at Cairo, Illinois,

has taken the Stalwarts between wind and |

water, and they do not know which way to
look for relief. They have endeavored to
justify the third.term movement by assert-
ing that a *‘strong man” was needed at

the helm because the South meditated an-

other rebellion, and because the condition |

of that whole region called for the most
drastic measures. Now General Grant has
recently made a flying trip through the
South, and, as he himself says, he has seen
a bit of every State that was in the re-
bellion. Wherever he went he held recep-
tions and made speeches, and talked freely
with the leading citizens, and when he got
to Cairo, in his own State, he addressed
the people and told them what impres-
sions his Southern tour had made upon him.
He said, speaking of the Southern States :
“It is gratifyirg to me, and I know
““it will be to you, that in every one of

‘“them scenes, decorations and speeches |

‘“ were much the same as we see and hear
““to-day. The stars and stripes were
¢ floating everywhere. A great portion of
‘“the speakers in every instance were men
‘““who in the conflict wore the gray ; and
‘“ the speeches which they made show their
‘f present devotion to the flag for which
‘““we fought, and which is all we asked of

they should respect

¢ by . 4} { - ] ) » - ')
nonor wne l'.‘\_”,v_]lxl Lecome ool

*‘a foreign foe, that they should unite with

I

‘“us as one people. From the assuranc
| ““they give I believe they are sincere,
| “and I hope they expressed the senti-
{ “ments of the majority.” It is im-
possible to sece after this the

can pretend that
there is anything in the Southern issue.

In f their

issue, for they certais

mouths are closed on that

y cannot

or dispute his authority on such a g

tion, and yet this was the only plausible |

feature in his candidature. 1f, as he him-
self now declares, there is no basis for the

‘strong man” theory, it follows that his

candidature must rest upon the record he

made while in civil office before. What

that record was we have heretofore shown. |

It is one which would fatally handicap any

candidate. And it is necessary that this

collapse of the ‘‘strong man” movement

| be pointed out now, since after the nomi-

nation it would not only be still more sig-

nificant, but still more impossible to meet,
- .-

A CONGRESSIONAL FPOEM.

Decidedly the most remarkable literary

event of the day has just occurred at

Washington, of all places in the world, |

and, still more singular, in Congress. The
facts are as follows: The delegate from
Wyoming Territory, Mr. Stephen J.

Downey, is a gentleman of eccentric tend- |

encies. A short time ago he introduced a

| bill to appropriate $50,000 for paintings by

living artists commemorating the life,

t death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, his

idea being that these paintings should be

hung on the walls of the Capitol, which he |

thought were already sufficiently enriched
scenes from heathen

As the House was not in the

by representations of
mythology.
humor to listen to his remarks in support
bill, he found
difficulty in obtaining leave to print

oi this curious no

what he was pleased to call an “argu- |

ment " on the proposition. Next morning

the House was astonished out of its pro- |

gate

from Wyoming had caused to be printed
in the solemn pages of the Congressional
Record a poem in blank verse and rhyme
and

entitled ‘ The Immortals.”

itself is a most extraordinary production, |

and must convey abroad the impression |

that the cultivation of esthetics has been
sadly neglected by our Congressmen. Tt
is not only bad verse, but it is nonsense of

{ the most pronounced kind, and betrays
{ in the author a literary incapacity only

surpassed by his towering self-conceit. So

absurd an

good deal of anger and vexation has been
exhibited, and some talk has been had of
the

expelling too enthusiastic poet,

| it is probable that the exclusion of his

masterpiece from the permanent records of
Congress is all that will come of it. If
this ridiculous affair should move Congress
to put an end to the extravagant and mis-
chievons custom of giving leave for the

printing of undelivered speeches, it would |

not have been without its usefulness, but

{ ¢ - . .
{ we fear this practice offers so easy an

escape from long-winded and uninspired
harangues, that Congressmen will not be
induced to relinquish it without much
pressure. Meantime Mr. Downey is the
first poet who ever could say that the
United States of Amesica had been his

publishers, and though he may make this l

claim we do not think the United States
have any reason to be proud of the cir-
cumstance.

SRR IR O M e A

THE GROWTH OF LIBERTY.

Mr. James T. Mackenzie discusses the
question of the growth of social liberty in
the Contemporary Review, in opposition to
Professor Max Muller. He is of opinion
that within the last twenty years liberty
has rather been curtailed than extended,
and he thinks that had John Stuart Mill
been alive he would have repeated all his
warnings and reproaches with added em-
phasis. He takes the ground that the ex-
tension of freedom of opinion has been
more ostensible than real, and that there is
a powerful and despotic conventionalism
which stiil prevents men from expressing
their views candidly on many questions,

repudiate

The poem |

incident has never before oc- |

such as religion and the relations of the
sexes, labor and capital, and several
others. There is no doubt such a pressure
brought to bear in many regards that men
often find it easier to conceal their opin-
ions, but we cannot believe that this tyr-
anny is not far less than it was a quarter
of a century ago. If no marked change
has taken place in England, assuredly
such a change has occurred in American
society, and it is one of the most notice-
able features of the times. It is desirable
that there should be even more freedom
than exists, but it would be absurd not to
recognize the extent of the gains which

have been already made,
-

" PACIFIC COAST ITEME,

The fare from Carson to Bodie has been
rednced from $15 to $10.

St. James' Sunday-school, at FEureka,
| Nev., has 150 scholars on its rolls.
!, Bert Goodyear, the boy who was ra
{ over by the cars near Martinez, died at h
| mother’s residence in Qakland Wednesday
; night.
| There is a pressing and crying need of a
| brick maker and mason at Bakerstield. Some
large structures are contemplated and there
plenty of small jobs almost daily.

n

are
|| A girl, apparently about 14 years old,
| was seen driving a six-horse team through
| Main street, Red Bluff, on Wednesday.
| She handled the reins and whip equal to an
% old '49 Jehu.
{ A fine specimen of a shad, such as used
to be caught in the Hudson, was on exhi-
bition at an Qakland fish market Thursday.
It was captured in the bay, and weighed
about a pound and a hali,

In the Territory of Arizona, with a pop-
lation of 60,000, there are only five
Protestant ministers and four Protestant
churches. The churches have a total seat-
ing capacity that does not exceed 1,000.

They are excited in Carson, says the
{ Bodie Free Press, over a picture on exhi-
bition representing a winter scene in the
Sierras. We have a picture of that sort up
here, on a large scale, too. What is most
discouraging, it looks as though it was go-
ing to remain on exhibition all summer,

John M. McPike, of Napa, has just
made a purchase of 20,000 acres of land in
San Joaquin valley, and receives with his
| purchase a large amount of grain and live

stock. He paid for the property §200,000,
and expects to realize one-half of the pur-
chase money from his grain and live stock
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The Tucson Record of a late date states
that the he s P
Railroad and : \tchison, Topeka
and Santa ern Pacifiec Rail-
road are i 11 E camipe d
near Fort Bliss, The Sout Paci
have surveyed their line to within ten miles

% have

The Atchison
seized upon the El Paso canyon, and are
grading it for the purpose of holding it
against the other two. The T i

| has purchased two tracts of lan ¢

t old Fort Bliss for the n of 811,500,
The town is full of strs rs, and the rail-
road boom is at fever heat. There is

excitement 1n that section.

of El Paso. company hz

n1

agreat

A party of gentlemen who yesterd:
cended Mount Davidso
‘ up the face of the monnta
| observed asomewhat si
|

omg s

nirom 1:.wv'il.:'

gular phenomenon.
{ They say that all the gr

of the mountain where bare

{ comple tely covered with

resembling the Colorado 1|

orange was the p1 n
| beetle 1 they were pre
numb at it was at fir a
the ground was covered with a bricht-
colored moss. The beetles came 1 p out cf
the ground, and their only b 3 scemed
to be to absorb the warmth of the sun.
On the eastern face of the mounntain tl
snow-banks are not very deep, but on the
| northern slope drifts appear to have formed

11

to a great depth.-

{ April 29th.

iterpnm
pn

Los Angeles farme interested in a
| new mode of d squirrels and
| gophers, which tried with great

success in Texas, It consists of a portable
{ fur for burning charcoal and sulphur,
closed-at the top, but with a pipe leading
to the ground to convey the fumes into the
| squirrel-holes, Connected with the fur-
| nace 1s an air pump of cheap construction
| to foree the fumes down.
{ the furnace has a sharp flange, which cuts
[ into the ground around a  squirrel-hole,
| forming a tight joint. All the holes in the
neighborhood are to be filled with dirt, and
when smoke is seen coming through the
same care to be taken, and the machine
! moved from point to point until the whole
district is passed over.
squirrels per day may be
cheap and simple method

A colony of bees that

The bottom of

Thousands of
killed by this

|
|

|

had been l]('i:..-
at Bakersfield for sev-
for

ocenpauts of the

i ciled in the town hall
eral years had grown too numerous
strict comfort to
lodge rooms up stairs. It bec
| sary to remove them, says the Californian,
{and L B. Rumford undertook the job.
| The engagement opened about noon and
| lasted till the shades of night, and by that
l" time about half the inhabitants of the

the

me Rnecess

| town were besieging the drugstores for
| spirits of ammonia, and the bees, though
| suffering a severe loss of honey stores,
| remained masters of the field. For sev-
| eral days thereafter the eminently respect-
: able citizen went about disguised as a pug-
| nacious sheepherder, while others who had

never laid claim to distinction announced
themselves as prominent citizens, and ex-
{ hibited the numerous prominences on their
heads and faces in vindication of the claim.

SAN FRANCISCO ITEMS.

{From San Francisco exch

The imports of treasure by the Panama
steamer yesterday were $127,319.

‘The United States steamer Lackawaunna
i will leave port to-morrow on a cruise.

At 4:30 o'clock yesterday afternoon
Sheriff Desmond took I. M. Kalloch, held
to answer for the murder of Charles De
Young, from the City Prison to the County
Jail, where he will remain pending trial in
the Superior Court.

Yesterday noon eighteen boys confined
in the Industrial School escaped from that
institution by scaling the south fence by
means of a ladder, which had been care-
lessly left standing near the fence by a car-
penter while he was at dinner.

Counterfeit half dollars are numerous,
and are chiefly dated 1857, 1875 and 1877.
The counterfeits are well executed, but a
close scrutiny will reveal a flaw under the
talons of the eagle and an imperfection in
the letter ““f” in the word ‘¢ half.”

An applicant for papers of citizenship ap-
peared before one of our Courts a few days
ago, and among the questions asked by the
Judge was this: ‘“ Were you a minor when
you came to the Umited States?” **No,

es of April 30th.]

your Honor,” replied the applicant, *‘I
was a carpenter,”

-




