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Imperial mine Thursday night, by which nine men
were killed, are given this morning.

The body of an unknown man was found Thurs-
day in the tules near Lakeport

There are several mild cases ¢f varioloid at Stock-
ton.

The railroad from Albany to Lebanon, Or., isfin-
ish
It
Siskiyou mountain Thursday night.

General Judson Kilpatrick has been nominated
for Congress by the Republicans of the Fourth New
Jersey District.

The Republicans of the First Maryland District
have nomioated Dr. Washington R. Smith for Con-

i, and trains will be running in a few days.
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a grand affair.

The Providence and Stonington Line has been
fined €2.000 on account of the collision between
their steamers, and the licenses of both Captains
revoked.
ree Mitehell (colored) was hanged at Troy, O.,
yesterday, for the murder of a woman.
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THE CHISHOLM CASE

his celebrated case is again before the

8.1y

ver lunatics commonly

A
a

GAIN.

T
public, through the trial of two of the
assassins of Judge Chisholm and
heroic daughter, for the murder of anoth-
er of the victims of that diabolical outrage.
an

There does not apj
thev will be convicted, however.

aar to be any belief that
Missis-

sipp. juries do not regard the assassination |

of Repablicans as criminal, not even when
the victims happea to be women and child-
ren. The probability is that this jury
will either tind the defendants not guilty,
or disagree. The has
dragzed along for years now, aad no one
ommitted

Chisholm case

of the infamous scoundrels who ¢
the murder has been punished, or is likely
%o be. Indeed there is reason to believe
that the officers who have conducted the
prosecution have had to face the menace
of assassination continuaily, and it isreally
somewhat singular that no other murders
have yet grown out of thecase. In Missis-
sippi, as in most Southern States, murder

has long ceased to be regarded with horror
or indiguation, and political murder is
rather looked upon asa duty shan an of-
fense against society.
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POLITICAL EVILS AND REMEDIES.

The cowardice and insincerity of party
managers have repeatedly Lrought their
organizations from prosperity to decline.
At the present time this cowardice and in-
sincerity prevent both the great parties
from taking bold positions on what are
really the most important issues before the
They havesought to leave these
| vital questions open, and have endeavored
| to take obscure and ambiguous attitudes in
regard to them. To their course the re-
marks of Dr. Woolsey, in his treatise on
political science, apply forcibly. He says :
‘It may be made a question of political
“morality to what extent and in what
| ¢“cases open questions ought to be allowed
party organizations, In general
““measures of vast importance, affecting
““the vital interests of the State at the
‘“ moment, the passage of which cannot be
¢¢ postponed without prejudice to national

{ couniry.

(3

in

*“interests, can by no means be made open
| “ questions, The head of a party who
“ would permit such questions to be heid
“or rejected within its lines, ought to
| «“sink into contempt, as a man who
‘“sought to keep in power by havingas
“few principles as possible. The same
““contempt is justly bestowed on a party
¢ which will have no declaration of prin-
¢ ciples on the most important principles,

“or only a declaration which can look both |

“ways., More than once the parties
“in the United States have been
“afraid to take bold measures on ques-
| ““tions vitally affecting the interests of
“‘the country.” Not only is this so, but
it is evident that the disposition of party
| managers to keep grave questions open,
creasing constantly. Both the Repub-
licans and Democrats have within
past ten years given the most
discreditable exhibitions of their cowardice
| and insincerity. The Democracy has dis-
| played these qualities most makedly, and
{ has thus earned the distrust of the major-
ity, but there have been periods when
nothing but the odiousness of the alterna-
tive would have retained the support of
the masses to the Republican party. The
tendency of party leaders is to hold the
organization back whenever possible, be-
cause a forward movement involves the
formation of new issues, and because it is
difficult to tell in advance whether the
party will harmonize on new issues. For
the same reason when questions arise
{ which cannot be labeled and classified ac-
cording to orthodox party methods, as for
example, the currency and- silver ques-
tions, party leaders exhibit the strongest
reluctance to touch them at all, and will
generally rather stultify themselves than
take up a cléar position on such subjects.
What they desire most is to hold the
strength of the party together, and there-
fore they always prefer to adhere to the
discussion of principles the place of which
is already thoroughly ascertained, and con-
{ cerning which everybody lLas long since
’ Mr., Burke once
1 undertook to define the politician as a phi-
l

{ made up their minds.

losopher in action, but he is certainly a
philosopher who entertains a most unphilo-

| sophical dread of progress. The result of

" | his conservatism is an absence of conviction

| which, however convenient to him (much as

) i - 1 - » 1
¢. | the absence of a backbone might be useful

nal contortionist), is apt to
ne if not disgustingto the pub-
11

| His motto is *‘ Rest, and be thankft

| When new issues obtrude themselves he

to a profe

| prove wearisor

Ii ty of party policy.
L
11

tries to ignore them, and if that cannot be

done he goes round them, or he treais
| them as a uously as possible. An in-
i evitable effect of this insincerity is that |

&

new

when the issues happen to be really

| grave, those who appreciate their impor-
{ tance find it no longer possible torely upon
{ the old parties for help in regard to them.
1 i g
So it follows that the very methods taken
by the party leaders to get rid of the n
issues, and to prevent them from affecting

narmony of ©
)
b

destroying that

schisms which may prove fatal. Ir
case of su as the silver question
the attempt o y managers to ignore it

A

zen passed providing for thecoin-

I any =ense a passive one.

ons of silver

f from two or four milli

age

dollars 2 month.

Every month, therefore,

ccamulation of silver increases, and

tion of the law has only to be

opers

continued for this accumulation to deter- |

minge ¢

its bounds and
VWhether the

this or something like it must happen if

floeding the country.

politicians keep quiet or not

the law remains in torce, and therefore

cowardice is here peculiarly fatuous and
ineffective,

The reason why both parties are so timid
b | S £ < + Sy 4
and infirm of purpose on these important

questions is, however, the next point to be

determined, for upon the correct ascer-
;w:.ﬁ:‘ the

Th

113 e possibility of
e true cause of party
party

the great parties

ay.

1Ce

15, we affirm, the abuse of

nage. At present

pair

re enabled to set before themseives great

f place-holders is to be

ANl army o

£
proviaed

for. A hundred ti
stantial rewards are in the gift of the vie.
tors. KEvery seat in Congress represenis a
strik It i v thig fyise natror
istributing point for this profuse patron-

ence of this state of
s is that parties are managed with a

3 23
age, and tae consequ

thi

main view to t

acquisition and distribu-
tion of the spoils, and that the maintenance
of principles and the beneficent conduct of
| the Government are secondary and wholly
gsubordinate considerations. They are em-
| ployed only ior the purpose of retaining
public confidence. They are looked upon
cal properties, to be flung
The
| great absorbing interest of party politics is
| the offices, and everything else is merely
{ accessory. up
{ with a single eye to the significance of liv-
| ing principles or the requirements of the

43
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much as thea

faside a3 soon as the play is over.

Platforms are not drawn

body politic. The conirolling idea is cau-
tious deference for all dissenting opinion,
and a liberal contempt for what people

who are mnot professional politicians
call conviction,  ‘‘ Practical politics,”
as it has been called, i3 in short the

cold-blooded of certain
forms of expression representing no belief
whatever, for the purpose of obtaining
public office, or securing the powers and
lemoluments flowing from the ability to

employment

| secure or confer such offices. The princi-
{ ples are there only for show, and this is
why there is so complete an absence of
statesmanship in modern party platforms.
{ These are so framed as to aveid as much
| 23 possible any expression of opinion upon
vew issaes, and upon those which cut
| across parties. And so long as the pres-
ent state of the civil service continues there
| will be no improvement in this respect, for
! the obvious reason that whén spoils form
! the core of political effort and eaergy, it
| must be impossible to interest in politics
|any other class than that which looks
| upon spoils as the Alpha and the Omega
' of political ambition. The system, in fact,
dictates the character of the men who

{

and to avoid committal upen them, isin- '

the |

he organization, result in |

2 the |

for the reason that the |

he whole question itself, by bursting |

]
administer it. If they are cowardly, ;
insincere, without convictions, without |
patriotism, absorbed in selfish greed, caring |

for nothing but spoils, it is simply because |
the system neither calls for nor counte-%
nances any other kind of men. It is there- |
fore useless to imagine that the tone of |
American politics can be elevated so long !
as the core of the system remains what it
is. Before we can have couragecus and
patriotic politics, we must have a political
field capable of attracting statesmen and
patriots, men of honor and intelligence

and unselfish public spirit.

That is to say, we must have Civil Serv-
ice Reform. No matter where we begin
the analysis of the evils which ‘affect our
politics, we shall be brought back to this
conclusion in the end. All other at-
tempted remedies are feeble and inefii-
cient. None go to the root of the disease.
The vast patronage of the Government
must be taken oat of politics. That is the
one effective cure for cowardice and insin-
cerity and lack of statesmanship and parti-
san pettifogging generally. That this
can be done admits of no controversy. It
has been achieved in England, which coun-
try has gone through our experience in all
particulars, and in every phase, but has
outstripped us in the work of reform. A
{ quarter of a century ago abuse of patronage
was as rife there as it is here to-day.
Thus when a change of parties occurred
there was the same ‘¢ clean sweep ” which
signalizes our change of administration.
But the other day the Conservative party
was beaten overwhelmingly, and the Lib-
cral party went into power ; and this great
| change caused the substitution of precisely
thirty-six officers throughont the United
{ Kingdom. This has been accomplished in
England without affecting in the least de-
gree the energy or enthusiasm of party
warfare. It hasabolished the spoils motive
in politics, but it has in so doing broadened
the political arena, and made it eligible to
the highest minds. All this can be done in
the United States as well as in England.
Perhaps not as easily, but nevertheless
it has to be done. Thus far the peo-
ple have failed to recognize the urgent
necessity for it. They have been dis-
gasted and shocked by party cowardice and
insincerity, but they have merely turned
from one party to the other, ard no relief
was to be had in that way. The abolition
of the spoils system, the lifting of the
whole civil service out of politics, the de-
privation of Congressional patronage, the
elimination of all the influences which breed
corruption and so attract the foul things
which batten thereon—these are the steps
which it is necessary to take before it can
be expected that parties will become truly
representative and  progressive, and
capable of guarding the national interests
boldly and wisely. Nor must the difficulty
of the enterprise appal lthe country. The
need of pressure is after all at one point
chiefly. The people can always compass
the reforms here outlined by making it
understood that nothing less will satisfy
them. To do this they have but to sup-
port those who are willing to devote them-
selves to reform. Hitherto reform was
‘in:pvssible, because entered
politics was compelled to employ the old

whoever

corrupt machinery, and, employing it, was
| fettered by it. t the people defermine
:th,;t those who stand for public interests
| shall be upheld, and t ck
|
!
|

Le

here will be no lack
of champions. When opinion is ripe the
{reforma will be accomplished, and mean-
| time we have sought to help it forward by
showing that all thoughts of better things
| are vain and idle so long as the system re-
fnmins what it 1s, and therefore excludes
from the public service the only men who

could be expected to do better.

THE PCPULATICN CF THE UNITED
STATES.
Several attempts have alrcady been

made to forestall the exhibits of the new
| census, As a matter of course none of
these calculations possess any fixed author-
but there is reason to belicve that one
at least of them approximates the truth

Y,
very nearly. This one has been made by
| the Chicago 7imes, and is clearly more
tworthy than the table recently pub-
ed by York Herald.
!'.,'ne recapitulation of the Twnes’ table,
i which is divided into geographical sections
|
!
|
|
{
|

trus
1: :

* R vy
viie \NCW
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for greater convenience, and which gives

the results of the two previous censuses :

1389, 1800

9/11,235,4

Territories.
| Grand t;.hxl b , 38,

i The percentage of increase in the differ-
| ent sections is as follows: New England,
{ 13 ; Middle States, 15; Southern States,
196 ; Western States, 27; Pacific States,
{37. It will be seen that the increase of
| the Pacific States is considerably greater
| than that of any other part of the country.
| The alleged increase of the Southern States
fully explains the suspicions which have
| arisen as to the genuineness of the returns
! from that section. It is, as everyone must
perceive, not only improbable, but impos-
sible, that the States of the South—which
{ have been deprived of immigration, which
have been depleted by the negro exodus,
| which have suffered from lack of capital
| and enterprise, which have been discred-
;itcd on the one hand by repudiation, on
the other by political anarchy—should
have increased in population more, and
greatly more, than the New England and
Middle States, and within one per cent.
as much as the Western States, which
have been the focus of a steady stream of
immigration- all the time, and have been
i built up by every influence and agency
! which can contribute to the prosperity of
| a region. So notorious are these facts that
gcontroverny in regard to them is impossi-
| ble, and the conclusion that the Southern
i census has been stuffed is therefore quite
| unavoidable. Apart from this, the rapid
:growth of the West unmistakably points
| to the change in the seat of political em-
| pire which is forecast, while it is made
apparent that if the ballot were once free
in the South that section would in a few
years become incapable of coutesting the
control of the Government with the North
and West. The most serious feature
of the mew census is the indication it af-
fords of the growing concentration of popu-
lation. The great cities have in the last
ten years absorbed far more than their
ghare of the increase. They are becoming
| bloated at the expense of the country dis-
| tricts, and the larger the urban population
the greater is the danger of corrupt and
communistic politics. The rural distriets
have not indeed throughout the West sup-
plied that conservatism which elsewhere
has been their chief characteristic. At
some points the political relations of the
cities and the country have in fact been
changed, and the former have acted as
checks upon the communizm of the latter.
These occurrences, however, are abnormal
and exceptional, and the natural function

 men,

of the country population is conservative.
The undue growth of the city population
implies the dangerous increase of that pro-
letariat which is often, if not always, the
readiest material for demagogues and mis-
chievous agitators, and which is difficult to
handle in proportion to its ignorance, pro-
fligacy and impecuniosity. This has been
the subject of much anxious consideration
of late years, but no practical remedy has
yet been suggested, and probably if such a
remedy is found it will grow out of the
situation rather than beinvented independ-
ently. It will be seen that if the figures
we have used are approximately correct,
the general increase of population has been
far greater and more rapid than was antici-
pated. Until it is ascertained what the
extent of the Southern census frauds has
been, however, it will not be possible to
estimate the precise amount of the gains
made.

THE ELECTION OF COUNTY OFFICERS.

We publish elsewhere a communication
from a member of the Sacramento bar, on
the question of the election of county offi-
cers this year. Our correspondent is con-
vinced that the recent decision of the Su-
preme Court invalidating the County Gov-
ernment bill does not obviate the necessity
of electing county officers, and his argu-
ment is certainly a very clear and strong
one. The Censtitution, ac(.:ording to his
interpretation, renders it unavoidable that
there should be an election of county offi-
cers this year, inasmuch as it has decreed
that the terms of all the present incum-
bents shall be shortened one year, and has
farther provided that their successors shall
be elected ‘‘ at the last election before the
“‘ expiration of their terms.” As under
the Constitution the expiration of their
terms occurs in March, 1881, it would
seem to follow that their successors must
be chosen this fall, and if our corre-
spondent is right in asserting that the
constitutional provisions to which he re-
fers ‘“do not need the assistance of a
‘¢ proclamation of the Governor or Board
‘“of Supervisors to call for the election of
‘“ these officers,” then the candidates for
county offices are justified in going
on with their canvass, and the people are
warranted in making nominations for these
offices where this has not yet been done.
As, however, the opinions of lawyers de-
livered unofficially are necessarily without
special authority, and as in all probability
there will be found lawyers who will take
an opposite view of the situation, it is evi-
dent that the uncertainty of the case can-
not be removed by these methods. The
most direct way to ascertain the law would
be to get an agreed case before the Su-
preme Court, supposing that feasible,
though even then there would be no cer-
tainty as to the receipt of a decision in
time for the coming election. Failing an
authoritative decision of the matter can-
didates may regard it as safest to act as
though the election were to be held, for if
the people vote on the candidates, and the
Court decides the election to have been a
legal one, those who run will have the
best position, The fact that the present
incumbents cannot hold after next March
without an apparent violation of the Con-
stitution seems to fortify the position of
our correspondent very strongly, for the
possibility of such an occurrence can hardly
have been present ‘to the minds of those
who favored the instrument, though we

are well aware that if is unsafe
to assume that they knew what they were
doing. The present muddle is only a

slight example of the embarrassments and
confusions which that amazing Convention
of impracticables prepared for the people of
California, however, and perhaps it is not
just that the Supreme Court should be
accused of endeavoring to add to the en-
tanglement by its rulings. It must be
realized that no Court has ever bLefore had
to construe such an organic law, and that
it must in the nature of things be impos-
sible for even the most learned Judges to
discover the meaning of jurists who very
possibly did not understand the tendencies
of their own action. We are only begin-
ning to find out what the new Constitution
has in store for us moreover, and in view
of the probability that there is much worse
to follow it will be prudent to cultivate pa-
tience and resignation, at least until the
community has been satiated with the ex-
periment, and is prepared to modify or re-
peal it,

—_—— e e
A GOOD DESCRIPTION OF THE AMERICAN
“ COMMUNE."

The Nation, in an article on another
subject, observes : *‘ We do not denry that
““ there is something in the country which
‘““may be called ‘the Commune’—that is,
““a body of persons who look on all owners
“of capital, nc matter whether composed
“of the workingman's savings or the idle
““man’s inheritance, as their nataral ene-
“mies, and to whom all power, influence
“ or authority acquired by superior train-
“ing, skill or intelligence is detestable,
““ The Greenback party containg a consider-
““ able body €f them ; the Democratic party
¢ contains most of them. They are the
‘“‘sworn enemies of public and private
“credit. They like high taxes, to be
‘“paid by the industrious persons who
““save. They like also to have money
““made plenty without work by the free
““use of the printing-press. They hate
‘“ colleges and all institutions of learningas
¢“ producing persons with minds of mental
““ superiority to the simple Democrat who
“‘carries the hod up to the bricklayer. They
*“do not care to have the world carried
“forward in ecivilization, becausec - their
““highest ideal of civilization is expressed
*‘in the phrase, ‘ plenty to eat and drink,
¢“¢and little to do.” They are the curse of
‘“any country in which they abound, and
“though they are less numerous in this
‘“ country than in most others, they have
““the power of making more trouble.
“ They have within a year or two arrested
‘‘the prosperity and eeriously endangered
‘* the future of one American State—Cali-
“ fornia. They may any day disorganize the
““ industry or lower the credit of some other
“in which they may happen to secure a
¢“ temporary ascendancy or hold the balance
“‘of power.” This characterization will be
recognized by all as substantially correct.
The Greenbackers and the Democrats, as
the Nation says, furnish nearly the whole
of the Communistic elements, They are
the factions whose =alleged success even in
a single State in the Union has within the
past three days caueed the price of Govern-
ment sccuritics to decline two per cent.,
and impelled even Democratic bankers and
brokers to rush into the market with
their bonds, as knowing too well what the
success of their party portended to the
national credit. These factions are the
chronic enemies of all ordered government
and healthy progress. They represent at
once the laziness, the shiftlessness, the
dishonesty and the incapacity of society,
Their principles and propositions appeal to
the malignity of conscious incompetency,
and not to the reason of self-respecting
They seek to organize war upen
wealth. They endeavor toarray the Have
Nots against the Haves, All their pro-

posals involve the cheating of somebody
or some class, the repudiation of
solemn engagements, the adoption of
some cheap and nasty circulating
medium, the enactment of some

law which will rob those who have saved,
or plunder those who have bought the se-

curities of - the Goverment. The Green-

backer movement is essentially a commu-

nistic one, and this is recognized in the

money markets, as shown by the effect of

the first reports of the Maine election on

Wall street. Communism has done enongh

mischief for California in the adoption of

the new Constitution, but there are chronie

communists who are not satisfied with that

damaging measure, and seek to brand this

unfortunate State still more indelibly with

the marks of their pestilent faction.

MCB LAW AT THE SOUTH

The lynching of negroes by Southern
mobs has become so ordinary an occurrence
as scarcely to excite remark, but the
phenomenon ne vertheless callsforthe most
energetic protest, and indicates an abnor-
mal state of scciety. In the States where
it is most common, there is no pretense
that the machinery of justiceis crippled
or corrupt. It has never been claimed i
that summary and lawless modes of pun-
ishment were had recourse to because the
conviction of criminals was uncertain. So
far as can be perceived negro criminals at
the South receive the full measure of their
offenses when they are brought before the
Courts. The only explanation of the pas-
sion for lynching which has become so com-
mon is, that the Courts do not punish all
offenses with death, while the lynchers

do. In other words these lynchings
are at bottom neither more nor less
than systematic methods of terrcr-
izing the colored people by making
them believe that all their offenses

are to be regarded as capital. There have
been hundreds of foul murders committed
by white men in the South, but unless the
murderer happened to be a Republican no
thought of lynching has ever arisen because
of them. When Colonel Tom Buford
assassinated Judge Elliott because the lat-
ter had decided a civil suit against him,
the scoandrel was sympathized with and
pitied. Had he been a negro it cannot be
doubted that all the country wonld have
turned out to hang him summarily, In
Mississippi two other villainous white men
have just been acquitted on the charge of
murdering a man daring the Chisholm
massacre. Nobody doubts their guilt,
but no white Mississippi jury can be got to
convict them or any other white
assassins. It is thereforé perfectly
clear that Southern Ilynchings have no
connection with regard for order and ab-
horrence of crime. They are rather evi-
dences of the chronic defiance of law and
order which the Southern whites pride
themselves upon wherever their colored
fellow-citizens are concerned. They hold
lynching parties just as they organize red-
shirt and rifle clubs, Itis all a part of the
well-understood general policy to keep
down the negroes, and Iynching is specially
favored because it affords a pretext for
outragze under the cover of regard for soci-
ety. Every one of these lynchings is an
assassination, and an indictment of the so-
ciety that approves of such lawless work.
The Southern people perhaps do not realize
it, but they are giving themselves a very
bad character by these continuous overrid-
ings of the law.

DEMGCRATIC SHARP PRACTICE.

The Democratic National Committee has
issued a ‘‘proclamation” stating that

ports to the contrary are false, and indica-
tive of fraudulent intent. This is a gross
piece of impudence on the part ef the com-
| mittee, and it is as silly as it is impudent.
! Who authorized them to declare how

| Maine has gone? Where did they
{ procure  their infallible information
concerning that event? What better

right have they to assume the victory
than their opponents possess, in view of
the character of the returns? If fraud is
to be talked of it is in order to point out
that nothing can be so suspicious as the
positive claim of a victory in an election
the full returns of which have not yet been
received. When men claim a victory be-
fore the returns are in, there is good ground
for suspecting that they have stocked the
cards, and that they are betting on what
they had previously made a certainty by
foul means, Perhaps the Democratic Com-
mittee has had earlier intelligence
trom those French settlements in the
Aroostook district than the State authori-
tics have been able to obtain. Perhaps
they have reason to know beforeband how
these settlements were to go. If they have
not been resorting to foul play what do
they mean by pretending to know posi-
tively how the State has gone, in advance of
the receipt of the returns? It appears to
%us that these are not only pertinent but

should be found to get a majority in
the French settlements after this singular
exhibition of confidence on the part of the
National Committee, there will be ex-
tremely good grounds for a searching inves-
tigation. On the other hand, if the *‘ proc-
lamation” of the committee was simply a
bit of “bluff,” we fail to see what they
could have ecxpected to gain by it. The
full returns will be in shortly, and then if
Davis is shown to be elected no quantity
of Democratic *‘ proclamations” will make
any difference in the fact,

THE SOUTHERN CLAIMS.

Four years ago Samuel J. Tilden found
it necessary to come out during the Presi-
dential campaign and avow his hostility
to every description of Southern war
claims. The question of General Hancock’s
attitude towards these claims having been
raised, it has been stated that he refuses to
make any public declaration in regard to
them, and the Cincinnati Gazette has
capped this statement by asserting that
he does not dare to oppose them, for that
he owes his nomination to a syndicate
of Southern claim agents having their
headquarters in Washington. The Gazeite
also named the leaders of this syndicate,
and we have already published their
names. Ben Batler is one of them.
West of Louisiana, the carpet-bagger, is
another. Judge Bartley, Poole of North
Carolina, and Fowler of Tennessee, are
others., Bartley is said to be a claim
agent of long standing, and one who has
learned by experience that there can be
no chances for such claims unless Hancock
is in the White House., The Gazeite
alleges that the Southern claims syndicate
defeated Tilden at Cincinnati because of his
letter of opposition in 1876. They had
no use for a man who would not put him-
self in their hands from the beginning.
No doubt can be entertained of the reality
of these Southern claims, or of the per-
sistence of those who are engineering them.
There are millions in them, and it is not
$oo much to say that their holders could
afford to spend five hundred millions for
the purpose of getting them through,

Plaisted has carried Maine, and that all re- |

awkward questions, and that if Plaisted |

since they amount in the aggregate to iive !

times that sum. These cidims, be it re-.
membered, are such as are not barred by
the Fourteenth Amendment, We are not
referring now to the dormant claims for

the value of the emancipated negroes.

The claims represented by the Washing-

ton syndicate might be engineered through |
without technically violating any of the |
amendments to the Constitution, and if

Hancock is elected they will undoubtedly

be pressed without further delay.

CRUEL TREATMENT OF CONVICTS.

Considerable excitement has recently |
been caused by the statements of one John
J. Mullen, who has just completed a term
of imprisonment at Auburn, where he was
sentenced for five years for stealing a dol-
lar. The fact that the Rev. Mr, Dooley,
of the Young Men's Christian Association
of New York, indorses Mullen’s statements
in many particulars from his own knowl-
edge, gives special importance to revela-
tions which, if they rested on a convict’s
word alone, might be deemed unwerthy
of credence; though why the fact that
a man has stolen a dollar should make
him undeserving of belief we fail to
perceive. However, this Mullen
tells a very circumstantial story, to the
effect that the cruelty used in the treat-
ment of the convicts at Auburn is terrible.
He describes what is called a ‘‘paddling
‘‘ machine,” in which the victim is placed
naked, and beaten with a paddle of hard
wood, perforated with small holes, which
‘“ when the skin is struck draws up ribbans
“of flesh until the man is all in tatters.”
He adds: ‘‘I have seen as many as thirty
‘““men a day taken in for a dose of the
‘‘ paddles, and as they came out ycu could
‘“‘trace each man across the yard
*‘by his blood.” Men often faint away
under this horrible punishment, and
then they -are revived with ‘‘ Resurrec-
““ tion Water,” which is a mixture of mus-
tard, pepper, salt and vinegar. Another
instrument of torture is ‘“a sort of bracelet
‘ of gutta-percha, which goes over a man’s
‘“‘ waists, and then it is brailed up to the
‘““edge of the gallery in the jail, and there
‘““he hangs with his toes just resting on
““the ground.” This terture is inflicted
for six hours at a time, and it is used for
the lightest offenses. Then there are hide-
ous dungeons, carefully darkened and de-
prived of ventilation, in which men,
after being cut all to pieces by
the paddles, are flung for a month
at a time, and starved on one
gill of water and one ounce of bread
in the twenty-four hours. In fact Auburn
Prison appears to be in a fair way to emu-
late the horrors of the Inquisition, and
Muller declares that men often die from
the torture, and are then buried like dogs,
It is in short made manifest that there is
something very rotten in the management
of the penitentiary, and yet this is in the
State where the Prison Commission has
obtained a world-wide reputation, and has
done so much to promote reform elsewhere.

man

Certainly a searching investigation 1s de-
manded.
SRS
THE DEMOCRACY AND THE AMEND-
MENTS.

The National Democracy have in their
platform pretended to accept the consti-
tutional amendments as final, but it isnot
safe to trust them, for little more than a
year ago their Senators in Congress voted
solidly in the opposite direction. In Jan-
uary, 1879, Senator Edmunds infroduced
a series of resolutions to the effect that the
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments to the Constitution had been
ratified lawfully, and were the law of the
land, and that therefore it was the duty of
Congress to enforce them by appropriate
legislation. This was the gist of the reso-
Intions. The debate on them was pre-
tracted, and from first to last the Demo-

| crats opposed them under various pretexts,

and every Democrat voted against them
on their final passage. Some of the more
adroit Democratic Senators took care to
avoid saying in debate that they questioned
the validity of the amendments, but when
it came to a vete every man of them was
found in the negative of Senator Edmund’s
proposition. In effect they proclaimed
their refusal to admit the validity of the
amendments, and rather than accept them
they were willing to go on the record in this
position. When the Democratic members
of the United States Senate, who are natu-
rally among the most conservative elements
of the party, exhibit this temper, it is cer-
tainly not extravagant to suspect the entire
Democratiz party of entertaining even
more pronounced sentiments of hostility to
the Constitutional Amendments.

->

CARDINAL DMANFING'S

PRCTEST.

The Bradlaugh episode evidently stirred
men's minds in England considerably.
Cardinal Manning enters his protest,
through the Nineteenth Century, against
the admission of Mr. Bradlaugh to the
House of Commons, and in the course of
his remarks uses language which has
caused him,to be sharply criticised in his
turn. He said: “Ten thousand times
¢ rather would I vote for an upright mem-
““ber of the Hebrew race, whose common-
“ wealth stands in history as the noblest
““and most historic, as well as the most
«divine, government of men, than for
““the young gentlemen who cannot make
‘“ up their mind whether God exists or no,
“ or whether in the body they adorn and
¢ pamper there be a soul which will have
“to answer for all they have culpably
““ done, and all they have culpably failed
‘“to learn.” It has been pointed out that
the ‘‘ young gentlemen.” referred to by the
Cardinal must include such names as
John Stuart Mill, Herbert Spencer, Pro-
fessor Clifford, Matthew Arnold, and in
fact a very large number of learned and
even venerable persons, who have never
been charged with ‘‘adorning and pamper-
ing ” their bodies, and whose doubts as to
the government of the universe are cer-
tainly as much the honest result of candid
inquiry as is the Cardinal’s assurance on the
same question. And to this criticism the
Cardinal appears to have no sufficient
answer or defense.

- e

THE LOSS COFP THE VERA CRUZ

It is beginning to be realized that the
loss of the steamship Vera Cruz was almost
certainly atfributable to defects of con-
struction which she thared with nearly all
modern steamers. Of the strength of her
hull there is no question, but she was so
built that her decks were not protected
against heavy seas. It is the opinion of
experienced seamen that a vessel whose
hull is sound, and whose interior is fully
protected against the shipment of water,
ought to defy any storm. In the case of
the Vera Cruz, however, it has beenshown
that a heavy sea poured down her hatch-
ways and extinguished herfires. She then
lost steerage-way and fell into the trough
of the sea, and from that moment became
helpless and unmanageable. Nearly all
passenger steamers are weakened and en-
dangered in the same way by flimsy deck
saloons which yield at once to a heavy sea,
and which, being swept away, expose the
between decks and the engine-room to a

rush of water. The Vera Cruz dia not
spring a leak. She was sunk by being
filled with water from above.
of hull could have, therefore, saved her

travel in them.

THIS YEAR ?—THE AFFIRMATIVE
MAINTAINED.

Eps. Recorn-Ux1ox : It seems to be the
general impression that the recent decision
of the Supreme Court deciding the County
Government bill to be void will do away
with the election of county officers at the
coming election. A careful reference to the
provisions of the new Coustitution will show
the error of any such supposition. Section
10, Article XXIL., of that instrument reads :
“In order that future elections in this State
shall conform to the requirements of this
Constitution, the terms of all officers elected
at the first election under the same shall be,
respectively, one year s!‘.:wter than the terms
as fixed by law or by this Constitution ; and
the successors of all such officers shall be
elected at the last election before the expira-
tion of the terms as in this section provided.”
The county officers were elected at the last

should be for two years; the secticn above
referred to shortens it one year, hence their
term of offica expires in March, 1881. The
same section says that their sugcessors shall
be elected at the last election before the ex-
piration of their term of office.

Section 3, Article IV, of the Constitution
provides that there shall be an election for
members of the Assembly on the first Tues-
day after the first Monday in November,
1830. That election will be the last election
held in this State before the expiration of the
term of the county officers, in March, 1881,
hence their successors must be chosen at the
coming. election.

The provisions just referred to are self-
operating, and do not need the assistance of
a proclamation of the Governor or Board of
Supervisors to call for the election of these

officers, LEx,
Sacramento, September 17, 1880,
—e
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SAN FRANCISCO ITEMS.

{From San Francisco u\g.nuv-:;‘-s of September 17th.])

The steamer Belgic will be due from
China and Japan on the 21st inst.

Captain Maury goes out in command of
the steamer City of Tokio, which sails the
20th instant for China and Japan.

Yesterday a party of Mennonites from
the East arrived in this city on their way
to Oregon, where they are to settle.

Colonel Oscar Woodhams was afllicted
by a stroke of paralysis on Monday, and
has not yet recovered from the effects.

The merchandise exports of the week
were valued at $363,6142—a decrease of
£419,800 from those of the previcus week.

The seven fumigators who have been
engaged in Chinatown for the past six
weeks have finished their labors and have
been discharged.

During the month of August the Cen-
tral Pacitic Railroad Company leaded and
sent off to the East 662 cars with California
and foreign produce.

Captain Theodore H. Goodman was
unanimously elected Major of the S:cond
Infantry last night, in place of Colonel C.
F. Crocker, who declined.

Departments Nos. 1 and 2 of the Su-
preme Court adjourned yesterday sine die.
The Court will open the next term at Los
Angeles on the 10th of October.

Yesterday was the thirty-first anniver-
sary of the arrival of the ship Charlotte,
from Boston. The Charlotte left Bostou

passage in 196 days. Bat few of the pas-
sengers of the Charlptte are known to be
alive.

# The service of distributing standard deol-
lars from the Sub-Treasury at San Fran-
cisco free of expense was commenced on
the 1st instant. Up to the present writing
$24 000 has been sent off to various banks
in the interior, mostly among the northern
and southern counties, in sums of $£500 to
£2,000. During the past sixty days the
Sub-Treasuter has redeemed $200,000 in
subsidiary silver and paid out about $§300,-
000. :

R. H. McDonald has published a pamph-
let, pledging himseif to donate the sum of
8100,000 toward an endowment find, to a
Board of Trustees or Directors, chosen
from the religious bodies co-operating in
the establishment of a Christian university,
to be made up of the varicus religious de-
nominations of the evangelical Protestant
faith, for the education and preparation of
students to preach the gospel. The dona-
tion is based, among other conditions, on
the contingency of arnother $100,000 being
raised and being paid within three years
from January 1, 1881.

The Board of Health and Major-General
McDowell held a conference meeting on
Tuesday last, with reference to the selec-
tion of quarantine grounds in the harbor.
The proposed location on Angel Island was
strenuously objected to by the General, on
the ground that the entire island is neces-
sary for military and engineering purposes
for protection of the city, and that there is
a scarcity of water, the supply being hardly
adequate for the present eccupants. Gen-
eral McDowell suggested that, by applica-
tion to Congress, the Beard could probably
obtain lands at Point Tibereaux, Marin
county, which would not interfere with
military operations, and the water supply
there is abundant. It is expected the
Board will have a meeting with Secretary
of War Ramsey b:fore his return to Wash-
ington.

Thursday evening a tall, raw-boned,
lank and dyspeptic-looking individual,
clothed in a wideawake hat and linen
duster, was found in one of the corridors
of the Palace Hotel trying to effect an en-
trance to a room. When spoken to by a
porter he said that he wanted to go into
his room. He was taken into the office
and there retained until word was sent to
the police office. Detective Jones soon
conducted the culprit to the office of the
Chief of Police, and there a search of his
person was made. The first thing found
was a bottle containing a preserved centi-
pede. Then appeared a pickled snake,
then a tarantula, then more snakes, until
at last seventeen bottles, containing pickles
of this description, had been breught out
and laid on the Chief’s table for inspection.
He said that he had just come from Ari-
zona—which no one disputed—and as it
appeared that there was no charge to be
made against him, he having aroom at the
hotel, he was allowed to pack up his snakes
and depart.

An Illinoiswoman compelled her husband
to pay her alimony for ten years on account
of her helpless lameness. He suspected a
trick, and induced a number of neighbors
to suddenly burst into her house, where
they found her walking about without even
a limp.

3 BrrrERs toughes the
ngI‘I,:u'x!;: l'n g%s‘::;:pcdon and dver com
plaint.

No strength ’

under the circumstances, and her fate |
should be a warning to the owners of all |
vessels built like her, and to those who |

ARE COUNTY OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED |

election ; the law provided that their term |

on the 4th of March, 1849, and made the
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| THE FAIR AT PLACERVILLE.
Z[vnox THE RECORD-UNION'S SPECIAL CORRESFONDENT.]
! PLACERVILLE, September 17, 1880.
The fair opened here with exceptionally
| fine weather for the seasom, a mild south-
i westerly wind keeping the temperature
istrictly within temperate bounds, and a
{ well-grown moon lighting the evenings
i gloriously. The large inflax of visitors
fami general bustle of increased business
{ give the thoroughfares an air of presum-
| ably unusual animation, and quite a city-
{like appearance ; while the gatherings
| about the hotels and principal loitering
| places indicate a more than probable
{ scarcity of sleeping accommodation. In-
{ deed the approach of seasonable bed-time
| found the proprietor of the popular Carey
{ House, the principal hotel here, at his
| wits’ ends for a place to stow away himself
i and family, having just been driven from
| the parlor floor by a fresh arrival of Sacra-
{ mentans. Under these circumstances it
| was not without some compunction that
| your correspondent, still later, took full
| possession of a comfortable room, reserved
| by some providential intervention. But be
{ was duly grateful, be assured.
THE PAVILION,
{ The first day, as first days generally are,
was one mostly of bustle and preparation,
| and it was not until evening that the ex-
| hibition halls began to assume the air of
{ taste and symmetrical arrangement they
{ have since presented. It is now conceded
i that in this particular all former exhibi-
| tions have been excelled. A glance at the
{ long tables ranging around and through the
{ halls gives ample proof that notwithstand-
{ing the prolonged rains, late frosts and
| general backwardness of the spring, made
{ sad havoe with the carlier and choicest, as
| well as most profitable varieties of fruit, the
{ orchards and vineyards of the El Dorado
| District make a most excellent showing in
| the exhibition now in progress here ; and
when added to the drawbacks already
enumerated the ravages of the *‘codling
moth” upon the apples and pears,
are taken into account, its extent and
excellence are really remarkable., But
for these things, judging from the dispar-
agir g comparisons made by the exhibitors
themselves with their display of last year,
{ and the still darker ones with what they
| then had a right to expect, the fruit ex-
hibit of this year would have been such as
even California has never yet presented.
The extent of the fruit interest of this sec-
tion makes such a disaster a very serious
one, and its dampening effect has undoubt-
edly had its influence upon every depart-
ment of the fair, in largely reducing the
number of exhibitors as well as the enthu-
siasm of competition which give vitality to
such exhibitions. The pride of El Dorado
has for years been in her fruit, and it has
been suddenly and seriously disturbed.
Even with this depression, however, the
prosperity and progress of the district are
manifest, as the door and gate receipts
thus far are somewhat in advance of those
for the same days last year, and appear-
ances indicate that this, the closing day,
will show a still larger proportional in-
creage, points which certainly speak in high
praise of the energy and efiiciency of the
Directors.
In this department C. H. McCune, J. C.
Marsh, P. J. Isbel, I. S. Bamber, T. O.
Hardie, Joseph Lyon, J. L. Wymouth and
J. O. Hardie of Placerville are the chief ex-
hibiters, entering from two to thirty speci-
mens of the various fruits. Kranp Bos.
of Diamond Springs, and J. G. O'Brien of
Granite Hill exhibit each some twenty
specimens of grapes, embracing all the
standard and many very rare varieties.
The samples shown by Mr. O'Brien could
hardly be excelled. Indeed the grape ex-
hibit, as a whole, is little short of wonder-
ful. In plums, nectarines and prunes,
also, the display is eminently rich.
The exhibit of garden products, not so
sens’tive to the effects of an untoward
season, is proportionately larger, more
varied and more to the satisfaction of the
| contributors themselves, and not subjected
{ to the disparaging comparisons with the
! display of last year, which inevitably ac-
company their explanations in particular-
izing their fruits.
In the matter of jellies, dried fruits,
| preserves, etc., there i1s a well-varied dis-
{ play, in which the matrons of the farm
{ take lively interest and just pride.
{ In needle and ornamental fancy work,
| bric-a-brac, etc., there are also many fine
| contributions, with active rivalry in com-
petition. It will doubtless require some
| nice discrimination in these matters to keep
| the judges clear of the censure ot some of
the fair ones in awarding the premiums.
A notable feature of this class is the com-
{ petition for a premium offered for the best
calico dress of material not to costover 12}
cents per yard, to be on exhibition and
worn on the last evening by the maker.
Mis. S. A. Evans, Minnie Bryan and
Mollie Reynolds are competitors for the
premium to ladies over 18, and Rosa Ryan
and Annie Reynolds for that to misses
under that age. Their contributions are
all exceedingly neat and tasteful, and are,
it is needless to say, undergoing the closest
serutiny by the lady visitors. A widely
varied and highly creditable exhibit in
the art department 1is conlributed by Miss
Aggie Blair, embracing some oil paintings
and sketches from nature, needle and other
fancy work, all done during the current
year,

In the class embracing dairy and farm
products there is quite a good exhibit,
there being many lady contributors in the
line of breads, biscuit, etc.

In the matter of mining products the ex-
hibition is exceedingly meager ; but two of
the san.ples are of a particularly attractive
character. One, a case of specimens of
cement gravel, from the claims of S. Zerger
& Co., a few miles from town, shows nug-
wets of various sizes imbedded just as
found, and in quantities that bewilder all
beholders. The other, a box of specimens
of sulphuret rock, heavy enough to be half
gold, and marked as assaying $10,000 per
ton ; these samples are from the ** Arctic”
mine of Grizzly Flat, now owned by C. H.
Watt, formerly of Sacramento.

Next to the gold nuggets just mentioned,
the exhibit that attracts the most atten-
tion, and is locked npon here as of the
most permanent importance to the county,
is that of Robert Chalmers, of the Coloma
Vineyard. This embraces twenty-eight
samples of wines and cordials, including
all the standard, with some special varieties.
They are open for sample, and are pro-
nounced by judges to he of extra fine qual-
ity. Kranp Bros., of Diamond Springs,
are also conspicuous exhibitors in this line,
and make a fine showing.

AT THE GROUNDS.

In the horse entries are the thorough-
bred stallion, General Jackson, and 3-year-
old mare, Belle Lodi, owned by George
G. Blanchard, of this place, President of
the Association ; a roadster—Lodi—by J.
Krisley; a stallion—Ethan Allen—by J.
C. Brewster; stallion, Young Champion
(Norman Percheron), by N. S. Miller, of
Missouri Flat ; graded stallion, Lew Fos-
ter, and stallion of all work, Ransome,
Jr., by L. Williams, of Amador ; graded
mare, Mountain Maid, and roadster mare,
Lady Hawkins, by G. L. Tubbs ; mare of
all work, Belle, by J. Bryan, of Mud
Springs : 2-year-old filly, Mamie Norris,
by Norris Brothers, of Alameda.

In the horned-stock entries, a graded
cow, by Thomas Frazer; a Jersey bull
and cow, heifer and calf, by James Askew,
of El Dorado.

J. Bryan, S. Rogers and L. S. Bamber
exhibitgraded swineand Brahmaand Dorkin
chickens, and Thomas Clifferd, of Ply-
mouth Rock, some speckled Hamburg,
partridge, Cochin and Hoewdan fowls,

Holman, Stanton & Co., of Sacramento,
exhibit specimens of the now famous Oliver
chilled plow, and Batchelor, Van Guel(_ler
& Co., of the same place, some spring
toothed harrows and cultivators.

The races, although confined to hdrses
| bred or owned in the district, which em-
| braces the four counties of El Dorado,
Placer, Amador and Alpine, the races have
been in the main quite interesting, well
| contested and excellently managed. All
| attempts at jockeying having been severely
sat down upon from the first as soon as
discovered.
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I TavE Triep Hammer s Cascara Sagrada
Bitters, and find they are all they are recom-«
wended to be. 0. N. CRONKITE, Sacramento,

Dr. Uxgar's LIQUOR ANTIDOTE, care’ d
of the best Quill Bark by M. 8. Hazammny brcrer
Sacramento. (The celebrated curg for drunkennees,




