
THE LEADING

Paper of the interior is the Weekly Union. Ho
other journal presents itself so favorably to the
people of the coast, as itis issued twice each week.

To all who have been accustomed to the eld style of

wee -iy, this is a great advantage, one which all
thoughtful persons will thoroughly appreciate. . It

sends the paper out twice, where the old style of
weekly goes out but once. Thus these semi-weekly
parts have always conveyed to the readers the news
three and a half days in advance of its competitors.

Kach semi-weekly part consists of eight pages, and
thus each subscriber to the Weekly Union receives

each week sixteen pages of matter, very few col-

\u25a0umusif which are open to advertisers. Take the

case of the recent tragedy at Washington. The
President was shot on the 2i. Allreaders of the
"Weekly Union received by the semi-weekly issue

that was mailed on the sth the full account of the
tragedy, and of all the subsequent events to that
«jatc, while readers of the oldstyle or weekly were,

so far as those papers were concerned, inignorance
\u25a0of the momentous event until the 7th or Oth ;while
the semi-weekly issue of the Union on the Oth gave
the news to that date and closer up to it than was
possible to the old-fashioned weeklies. . The
Wbeklt Union ismailed in semi-weekly pans to
any address for $2 50 per year.

TURKISH JUSTICE.

AConstantinople dispatch the other day
stated that tha late proceedings passing for
the trialof the persons accused of murder-
ingSultan Abdul Aziz have been declared
regular, though there were some defects in
them. This is a fair illustration of that
peculiar thing called Turkish justice.
When the death of Abdul Aziz occurred,
seventeen prominent physicians, mostly j

Europeans, were called in to investigate
the cause of his demise. They agreed that
he had committed suicide. Several years
afterwards three menials, having been
put to the torture, confess that they were
employed to strangle the late Saltan, and
that certain high officers were their accom-
plices. Itis curious that the high officers
named by the tortured grooms are men
who happen to be obnoxious to the pres-
ent Sultan, and whom itmay be supposed
that he wishes to get rid of. Upon the
confession of the tortured grooms these
officers are arraigned, not before any
regular Court, but before a tribunal im-
provised for the purpose ; a sort of
amateur drumhead court-martial. The
accused offer in evidence of their innocence
the certificate of the seventeen physicians {
who examined the body of Abdul Aziz.
They are not allowed to introduce this
testimony, which is ofcourse the strongest
and most practical they could possibly
have. The confessions of the prisoners,
made under torture, are' on the other hand
employed aa the basis for the prosecution,
and upon these confessions infact the con-
demnation of the defendants is based. It
is of course a complete burlesque upon jus- 1
tice, and we are prepared to hear that .
the burlesque idea is to be carried out by
setting aside the death sentences pro-

'
nounced onMidhat Pasha and his friends. !
Though it would have surprised nobody j
acquainted with Turkish ways if these
sentences had been carried out at once. 1..".

THIS MORNING'SNEWS.

InNew Tork Government beads are quoted at

Ilt'lforte of19C7 ;102| for 5s of ISSI;114} for *$=_;
Sterling, $4 84@4 E6 ;silver bare, II1.:.

Silver In London, 51Jd ;console, 101 1-16 ;5 per
=Kt.United States bonds, 114};te, 119};4Js, 117}.
In Saa Francisco half dollars are quoted at j

dlswnnt topar; Mexican dollars, 90@90}e. f'Z\
AtLiverpool wheat is quoted at 9s Clgfs Odfor

good tochoice California.
Mining stocks were quiet in Fan Francisco yester-

day ... ling. There was but littlechauge in values
irom Thursday morning. On the whole, the mar-
ket was not so firm, and prices forseveral Comstock
descript'ons were from 5c to SOe lower than at the
same Board Thursday.

The Pennsylvania Republican State Convention
willmeet September fctb at Hirrisburg.

In the bombardment of Sfax 100 French were
killed or wounded.

Adisastrous fire occurred at Bordeaux, France,
yesterday.

Tho struggle at Albany over the United States
Senator*!, ipended yesterday by the election of Lap-
ham, he receiving the full Republican vote in the

Joint Convention.
Itis now said that

"
Billy tbe Kid

"
was a New

Yorker, and that his name was McCarthy.
Albert P. and Charles E. Talbot were hanged yes-

terday at Maiysville, Mo., fir the murder of their
father.

A Justice of the Peace at Antonito, Col., was
hanged Thursday evening by vigilantes.

Fire at Lockbaven, I'a.; also at Wheatland, Yuba
couuty.

Another plot to reck and rob a passenger train
onthe Sauti Fe road was frustrated by an accident.

Ono:- was killed in idaccident on the Chicago
ami Northwestern Railroad yesterday, tho engine
and seven cars being ditched.

Lijhtiiiughas been playing havoc both East and
West- the past two diys.

Henry Deckhoener was dashed to death down an
elevator at St. Louis Thursday.

Betsy Hermann, the female Nihilist, is to go to
Siberia for life,but the St. Petersburg authorities
willnot alow her child to accompany her.

The scarcity of water continues in several French
cities.

The Siberian plague is ravaging certain districts
inRussia. .'..'_\u25a0 .-.

Ant \u25a0ia Lopez, 17 years old, was terribly burned
at Santa Cat bara Thursday, while kindling a fire
with coal oil.

L. J. Hutchinson has been sent from San An-
dreas to the State Prison for twelve years for arson.

Acase of pronounced Asiatic cholera is reported
from Dei Mora la. fff'-

The jury in the Carlton manslaughter case at San
Joso were discharged yesterday, being unable to
agree.

Bradlaugh has to pay a fine of $500 for having sat
and voted in the House of Commons without tak.
ingthe Parliamentary oath.

There was a destructive grpin fire yesterday on
soma ranches near Merced.

Hill A Son, paper manufacturers of MiJdleton,
0.,have made an assignment.

Tie President fears that his spine has been
affected by the ball.

John W. Patterson waj hanged at Clinton, Mo.,
yesterday for the murder of James G. Clark'in18C8.

The Nihilist Executive Committee have resolved
tosend another warning to the Czar.

J. T. W. Matthews, editor of the Times in Percy
county, Arkansas, was assassinated yesterday.

Tbe Labor Bureau at Castle (Harden, K. V., is
unable to fillall the orders (or laborers fromall por-
tions of the United States.

Thr^e boys were drown- yesterday at FallRiver,
.Mas.., while bathing. .:„»_- _

The town of Colfax, W. T., was nearly destroyed
by fireyesterday. Loss, over $75,000.

The inside ]>agas of to-day's Record Ukios, aa
usual, willbe found to contain much that is Inb r-
etting and valuable.

WILL THE LESSON BE APPLIED?

The attempt to assassinate ,> President
Garfield has elicited! from"journals of all
shades of opinionlthe

'

conviction!that the

crime is one of the fruits of the spoils sys-
tem. ';\u25a0Democrats and Republicans have for
once united on this belief, and the public
expression on: the subject has been most

emphatic and general. It has been said
that when . the spoils system has reached
the length of rendering the lives of our
Presidents insecure, and when any malig-
nant scoundrel may think himself aggrieved
bythe refusal of an application :for office,

it is time to
'
root out the system which

makes such outrages possible. The ques-
tion now iB, however, .whether anything
practical is to be done in the way of carry-
ing;- into effect the general conviction.
The President will, as appears probable
now, recover. Willthe new civil service
reform movement thereupon ,die away, or
willit live and make .progress? These
seem to be among the most important

questions of the hour, and ..whatever con-
siderations tend most toward keeping alive
and active the disposition to break down

the spoils system, are specially in order.
In the first place it must be realized

that
- mere sentiment is of no use in the

case. What is wanted iB practical work,
and of a very definite and well-considered
kind. ;The spoils system cannot be thrown

down like the walls of Jericho, by the
blowingof trumpets. Itmust be killedby

substituting for it a better system. This
better system, however, has not now to be
searched for. There is no uncertainty
about the :right course. \ The path of re-
form lies straight before

• us, and if we
are prepared to follow it we have only to

step forward. It is merely necessary to
recognize the obvious truth that the public
business has no proper, connection with
politics, but that it stands upon the same

general level as private business. . And it

must be understood that civil service re-
form is not an untried experiment. Not
to speak of the fact that it has been ap-
plied in the English Government for

twenty- five years with the most satisfac-
tory results, ithas also been tested inNew
York and at Washington during the past
three years, to the great and signal benefit
of the public service. It is not a mere
theory, therefore, but a proved success, and
as such it must be treated.

The principles upon which the new sys-

tem rests are simple. The practice of
appointing people to office on the recom-
mendation of politicians is discarded ab-
solutely. Whoever wants a public office
must undergo a competitive examination
to test his fitness for it, and must then
take his turn on the list for appointment.
The good effects of this system were thus de-
scribed by the Collector of New York in
1879 : "As the most satisfactory evidence
"that the system secures good men, ifnot"

the best, is the important fact that the
"appointees underithave by their work and"

conduct during their probationary terms
"approved their original selections under"

the rules. These examinations, and the"
excellent qualifications of those admitted

"to the service through them, have had a
"marked incidental effect upon the
"persons previously in the service, and"

particularly upon those aspiring to pro-"
motion. There has been, upon the part

"of the latter, an increased interest in the"
work and a desire toextend acquaintance"
withitbeyond the particular desk occu-'
pied, and thus the general morale of the"
entire service has been raised.

* * *
"

The service has been directly benefited
"by the high qualifications and example
"of the persons admitted under these"

rules, and indirectly so by the assurance
"to all concerned that efficiency and"

character are the sole requirements forad-"
mission, without regard to the merely"
personal or partisan wishes of those who

"desire to run the civil service for their
"own ends."

We could multiply indorsements of this
kind indefinitely, for the truth is that the
merit system, as it has been called, is so
beneficent in its results, so rapidly and
greatly raises the character of the public
service, and so effectually eliminates the
worst of the abuses of the old system,
that itis impossible even for those heads
of departments who have been brought up
under the spoils plan to deny its advan-
tages. The spoil*system not only demor-
alizes the employes of the Government,
but it deprives the people of, a large part
of the services of their representatives.
General Garfield when inCongress declared
in a speech on one occasion that fully a

third of the time of every Congressman
was taken up in listening to applicants for
appointments, and in trying to secure such
appointments. Since then he has had ex-
perience of the enormous pressure brought
to bear upon the Executive through the
same system, and it is notorious that he
hardly could find time for the transaction
of any public business, so beset was he by
the swarms of office-beggars.

The competitive system has been applied
practically in the New York Custom
House and Postoffiee, and jin some of the
Departments at Washington. Wherever
it has been triedit has produced marked
and instant changes for the better.
Whatever head of a department has tested
it,is ready to indorse it. In fact, as Mr.
Eaton observes in his recent pamphlet on

civil service reform, "It is one of the
"peculiarities of the situation that the
"executive officers, from the President"

down, who are responsible for good ad-"ministration, and who best know the
"abuses and the moat effective reasons for
"removing them, \u0084' are in accord in'. de-"

manding reform and in bearing earnest"
testimony to the utility of the methods
adopted for bringing it about, while the"
only denials

'of its need or of the
"utility of the new system have come"

from officials without responsibility for
administration, whose patronage it would

'•imperil, or from partisans and office-"
seekers whose spoils it would suppress."

The reform system in fact is only opposed
by men who have no interest in good and
honest government, or who have a direct
interest inbad and dishonest government.
The merit system has therefore undergone
a sufficient test, and stands 'approved.
There is is no doubt about its excellence.
Allthat is necessary is to adopt itformally
for the whole conntry. 'i--.-!|l||fi|||||
. And here we come face to face with the
greatest difficulty. -That difficultyis Con-
gress. Civil Service reform has been
fought by Congress from \u25a0 the first, and it
willbe so fought ,by Congress to the last.
The reason is plain.;;Congress is controlled
from without '_ by,;machine : politicians.
Every Congressman owes his place to these

men, and -has committed
*
himself-' by

pledges, and is striving to;maintain him-
self by hunting appointments fortius sup-

porters. They are in fact each and allthe
product of L the spoils system, and they will
not abandon it until they are absolutely
compelled to do so. There

";is _; nothing

which can compel them to do so but pub-
lic opinion, moreover. _"': They do not care
for the press as long as the machine is at

their backs, fit thay can :control1the or-

ganization they willlaugh at remonstrance
and protest. They must be forced to obey

!their constituents byIbreaking .down;the
machine upon .which! they rely;by turn-
ing out their managers and henchmen ;by
beating them at the polls whenever they

succeed in packing conventions and steal-
inga nomination ;by making them under-
stand that the control of the Vmachine

"
is not the control of,the people. ,

And if we are .to.be protected in the

future against such horrible illustrations
of the spoils system as we have just had,
this assault X upon ;it must be urged
forward resolutely and persistently. i.The
people alone can obtain a victory over, the

spoilsmen, and even they must exert all
their energies to secure it. Mere talk
about it, mere expressions of disgust or
regret jor alarm are r futile.. The spoils
system is real and tangible and full of life
and vigor. It willnot die from shame or

sensitiveness. It must be killed. Ithas
been striking its roots deeper and deeper
for fiftyyears. Ithas been the foundation
of a creed to two generations. . It has
warped .and'- demoralized public .opinion.
Ithas dragged the honor of the nation in
the mud. Ithas proceeded from defalcation
to assassination. If we ;do not rise and
strike it to the earth now, we shall never
do it. iZfffZ- .-. \u25a0\u25a0"\u25a0: fff— — -

WHEN THIEVES FALL OUT, ETC.

An interesting and suggestive quarrel is
pending just now between two of the
pampered beneficiaries of our protective
tariff. The quarrel is between pigiron and
Bessemer steel. The Bessemer-steel men

are charged withhaving bought too much
English pigmetal, and withhaving thereby
depreciated American pig metal. The Bes-
semer-steel men reply that iin the first
place the pig-iron men are using foreign
ores intheir furnaces largely, and in the
second place they say that they cannot af-
ford to pay several dollars a ton extra for
their metal merely to favor home manu-
factures. This last argument is positively
refreshing, coming from a protected indus-
try, and shows how completely circum-

stances alter cases. The Bessemer-steel
men are perfectly willingthat the Amer-
ican people shall be compelled to pay
two prices for the privilege of using
their wares, but when the same princi-
ple is applied to them they at once
repudiate it and protest against
its injustice. No doubt it is
unjust, but ifit is they are the very last
persons who have any right to complain of
it, for they are growing rich by the
unjust enforcement of the same monstrous
doctrine on the American people. The
quarrel between pig iron and steel
however is literallya dispute over plunder.
The profits which these industries are

deriving are bounties wrung from the
American consumer ; imposts which his
stupidity permits a few bold manufact-
urers to fasten upon his broad back, and
which are in the most literal sense con-
fiscations of hia property. The steel men
and the pig iron men are both
trying to practice free trade in
order to get advantage of one another, but
at the same time both are being

"
pro-

"tected" against foreign competition.
That is to say that they are being enabled
to levy a constant toll on the American
public, not for the better j development of
native industries, but in order that they
may buy English ore and metal and sell it
at

"
protected

"
prices to the poor dupes

whoagree to the rebbery called the tariff.
REFORM IN RUSSIA.

A recent caso serves to show why it is-
that Russia is drifting so rapidly toward
revolution. The Government a few months
ago commissioned one Paul Birwauski,
a state attorney, to make a special investi-
gation of alleged judicial and adminis-
trative abuses inOrenburg. He made his
investigation in the most conscientious
manner, and his report, which was pub-
lished in a Russian paper and subsequently
translated by the London Telegraph, was
an astounding narrative of corruption,
brutality, crime and injustice. The Com-
missioner found that there was scarcely the
semblance of Government in Orenburg.
Men had been imprisoned, and even tor-
tured, for years after they had been ac-
quitted inopen Court. Women had been
put to torture for pleading for their hus-
bands' lives. The state prisons were hor-
rible places ; falling to pieces, foul, filled
with unspeakable '

filth. He discovered
that it was no uncommon thing forbatches
of prisoners to be flogged merely for the
amusement of the guards or the governor
of the jail. .In one jail he discovered that
the governor, an exceptionally brutal fel-
low, had not long before had the whole of
the inmates turned out, and beaten until
they were half dead, for no cause what-
ever. This ruffian;had once before been
degraded and dismissed from the public
service for corruption, but the Rus-
sian spoils system had quickly rein-
stated bim. The Commissioner found the
patients in the hospitals stretched upon
bare boards, and often side by side. with
corpses. Inshort, as he says in his report,
"Itwas revealed to me how our judges

.'
'

trample the laws under . foot; how cyn-
icaland wanton is the barbarism of our
"police; how savagely • brute . force is
"brought to bear _ upon . the weak and
"friendless." Certainly this is encour-
aging frankness for a Russian officialto dis-
play, but no one ought to be surprised at
the result of it. The outspoken and hu-
mane Commissioner encountered the most
furious resistance on allsides. The bench,
the ,bureaus, \u25a0 the military headquarters,
united in opposing and .harassing , him.
The outcome was \ that ;'\u25a0 the Government
which had given him the commission dis-
missed him -. in disgrace

'

under the thin
pretense that he was insympathy with the
Nihilists, whilethe Russian journal which
had

'

published ,his report was \u25a0 suspended
indefinitely. This is why Russia is about
to shoot Niagara, and whyit is quite hope-
less to look for any reform in her.govern-
mental system. :The. Czar lis

'
powerless,

and all below him and above the masses is
corruption."' But the people know what is
being done at such places as Orenburg, and
wben the outbreak fcomes ;the fofficials
and the nobles will surely be remembered
vengef (for #their jresponsibility in the
premises.

THE END OF THE ALBANY STRUGGLE.

/At:last the long'[contest at Albany is
ended. Yesterday :the Republican mem-
bers X held .arconference, the Conklingites
deferred to the decision of the majority,'
and on the reassembling of .the :joint Con-
vention every Republican vote was cast for
Lapham,

*'
who -.was -. thereupon declared

elected. ;,'-So ends the
'
desperate and per-

sistent effort of / Roscoe
-
Conkling to force

himself ;upon ithe State of New York in
defiance 'of *public T opinion. The recent

announcements of.:his \u25a0 intention never to
surrender indicate that the action of his
late supporters ;was .taken in opposition
to him. -He

*
was perfectly willing*that

theyishould :sacrifice all
-
their;jpolitical

prospects t9 his overweening self-conceit ;
that they should

-
separate themselves from

their party, and incur ; the opprobrium of
treason ; that they should help the Demo-'
crats to elect Senators; that they should
break down - their organization.

\u0084Like
Artemus Ward, he was prepared to offer
up allhis wife's male connections on the
altar of his' country ; which in his case

means his personal vanity. But though his
friends have stood by him with an amazing
loyalty,and though they have shown their
willingness to imperil jtheir own fortunes
forhim, there is a limit to this kind of
magnanimity. They saw that they were
marching straight :to;ruin ; that . the
recovery ofPresident Garfield, now almost
assured, would put an end to alltheirpros-
pects ; that j they could by no possibility
re-elect Conkling; and that, in fact, all
they could do in the last resort would be
to go over to the Democrats.

The programme became dailymore dis-
couraging, and letters poured in from their
constituents remonstrating, denouncing,
exclaiming against their obstinacy. Last
week it was evident that the end was ap-
proaching, when Speaker Sharpe, who had
been the most staunch and active supporter
of Conkling, left him and voted for the
regular Republican nominees. For a time
the

"
stalwarts

"
tried to ease themselves

down by demanding a caucus and pretend-
that the nominations ofMillerand Lapham
had not been regularly made, but they had
no ground to stand

-
on, and at last they

found it necessary to abandon their false
position, or make up their minds to leave
the Republican party. They could not af-
fect toremain loyal members of , that or-
ganization while they were supporting a
man who was notoriously obnoxious to the
party, and they, could not make anyone
believe that they were the party. So they
have, after alltheir brag and bluster, been
obliged togive up the contest, and the suc-

cessors of Conkling and Piatt are at length
elected.

Mr.Conkling's caprice and conceit have
not only cost himdear in thi3 struggle, but
they have cost the State of New York
dear. Fifty thousand dollars will prob-
ably not cover, the expense of the pro-
tracted legislative session ; protracted for
no other cause than his stubborn refusal
to recognize the facts of the situation.
There has of late been some talk of his
political programme for the future. The
presumption, however, is that his political
career is closed. The exhibition he has
made of himself through this contest, and
particularly his course since the attempt
upon the life of the President, has dis-
gusted even bis own former admirers. So
utter and conspicuous a lack of magna-
nimity as was shown in his first public
utterance after the assassination has sel-
dom been witnessed. It was painfully
apparent that he could not even affect a
generous spirit toward; a fallen opponent.
He hated General Garfield alive, and he
was prepared to hate him dead ;and he
had not even the modesty to conceal his
exultation at the prospect of Arthur's ac-
cession to the Presidency, though he knew
that in such an event he himself would be
the new President's chief adviser and right
hand.
. He resigned without the remotest justi-
fication, and be decided upon renewing
his candidacy with as little warrant.
When it became apparent that he could
not be re-elected he still refused to with-
draw. Chauncey .Depew,' after obtaining
more than half the Republican vote,
generously sacrificed his own ambition to
the good of the party, and retired. But
Conkling, though he never had one-third
of the votes of his party, held on to the
tight with blind stubbornness, indifferent
to the injury he was inflicting upon the
party and the expense he was entailing
upon the State, and conscious only of his
own selfish desires. No man in public life
has ever shown so intense and consuming
a selfishness as Conkling, in fact. His
whole career has displayed him:in the
light of a man wholly wrapped up in
visions of his own greatness, and strong in
the belief that he was indispensable to the
Republican party. Unless he could have
everything he asked -for.—and he usually
asked for everything in sight-he
was -, always ready to sulk. :.;He
only came forward to help Gar-
field when he saw that Garfield would
be elected without his help. When he
found that he was not to be allowed to
controlIevery :office inINew York,,;he
instantly made war upon the Administra-
tion, and he

'
was prepared to carry that

war to all lengths. He refused .to with-
draw when success was seen to be hope- '

less, and now. he has been thrown over-

board. Ifhe thinks this a more satisfactory
and dignified-mode of- exit than a volun-
tary .;' surrender, nobody will dispute ] the
point withhim. But he and his;machine
have been overthrown and broken down,
and New York has the satisfaction of
knowing that neither of her Senators are
enemies .to

-
the Administration. It is a

victory over 'the "machine" • and the"Bosses,
"

and every friendiof.\u25a0 political
reform must rejoice in it.

SUGGESTIONS OF THE HEATED TERM

The worldis suffering from an unusually
hot season. Itis not onlyin the eastern
States of the Union • that the :temperature
is tfremarkably high,iybut ;.throughout
Europe. In France, England,: Germany,
Spain ' and Italy, the :same complaints of
the excessive heat are heard. _'- Everywhere
the people are suffering. The great popu-
lations of.London and Paris Are apprehend-
ing an insufficiency of water. 'The ;crops
are being destroyed inmany places. - Sun-
strokes

'
are occurring where ;they were

never heard ':of before. . In view of these
peculiar manifestations !of abnormal •heat
it is difficultto avoid the reflection "_that
though ).we are .accustomed to look'-.upon
the order of Nature as permanent, and the
succession .of ;organic ', life\ as assured,- it
wouldX require fbut "a relatively, insig-

\u25a0
".'\u25a0.:\u25a0.- r ii.-i:_. t.t, 1 „

..\u25a0 .7.
\u25a0:\u25a0.-,\u25a0

\u25a0 t.t.

- -
i

nificaal - increase of temperature over the
earth's ? surface j.to.destroy |every jliving
thing. The range of temperature within
which:organic \u25a0 life. can be maintained is
indeed exceedingly jshort. As a \u25a0 recent

writerobserves :ffIf a line one hundred"
feet long be taken to represent the total"
range of temperature inthe solar system,"

"a length of a little,'more than
'
one .inch

"will
'
represent . the utmost ]limits of the''

range :6f temperature at which organic"life, such as now exists on the ;earth,"
"can possibly maintain its existence." ;

'
If

?ev*.~ a_-.-a9.s__. immtrntt* .a,.
- - .. ;*.v

'

the t temperature Ishould rise
'
above _\u25a0100°

Fahrenheit, or fallbelow "327 and remain

at these figures for any length of time, the
human race . would be quite as effectually

extinguished as by an universal deluge or
conflagration, fAnd the changes necessary
to produce such alterations of temperature
are by no means out of \u25a0 the question. An
alteration in the relations of the earth and

sun so trivialas to be scarcely perceptible
might produce the destruction of organic

lifeupon this planet, cor can itbe asserted
that such changes are too remote to be just
grounds for apprehension. .We know,very
well that what appear to be accidents do
frequently happen to stars, and there is no
such inflexibilityof arrangements in our
system as to take it from the '\u25a0 category of
bodies liable, to eccentric and violent dis-
turbances. ';..; So it is :always in order for
the timid and the imaginative to amuse
themselves by conjecturing what would
happen ifthe temperature should rise fifty
degrees or so, and remain there.

FRANCE AND ITALY.

The indications are that there willbe
war between France and.Italyin a short
time.

'
The symptoms in this case are not

those which occur in quarrels between
dynasties. This is a far more threatening
and intractable situation, for it is really a
quarrel '\u25a0 between. peoples. It is perhaps
unnecessary to trace back the misunder-
standing ito its ]source, -though if this
were done it would,probably appear that
the first aggressive and insulting actions
were committed by the French. _The truth
is that the French have apeculiar tendency

towards this kind of challenge. As a peo-
ple they are inordinately conceited and
vain. This is shown in their wonderful
complacent ignorance of all countries
but their own. .'\u25a0 It takes French con-
ceit 'to' reach the bight of the as-
sumption that there is \u25a0 really nothing
in the world worth knowingIoutside of
France, but there can be no question that
just this preposterous belief is seriously
held by millions of Frenchmen.

'
It is of

course an evidence of barbarism, and not
of civilization. The French entertain this
belief in common with the Chinese, and
with sundry Central African tribes. It
was owing to this national vanity that in

1870 tho French army was found to be to-
tally unsupplied with French maps. They
had plenty of German maps, but they had
not

- provided any of their own country
because they expected to march to the
Rhine in a couple of weeks. Now the
French people prefaced the German war by
precisely the same kind of manifestations
as have lately been made against the Ital-
ians. The French \u25a0 people, that is to say,
expressed their animosity towards the Ger-
man people long before the respective Gov-
ernments declared war. The Marseilles
riots resemble with ominous exactness the
preliminaries of the war with Germany.
It iB noticeable, too, that '. the present
French contempt forItalian militaryprow-
ess is a very close copy of the French con-
tempt for German prowess shown years
ago. And though presumably the present
French army is stronger than the Italian
army, the superiority of the Gallic forces
is by no means absolutely certain. Italy
has an army of 450,000 men, with reserves
of equal strength, and beyond , question
she haH the most powerful ironclad fleet in
the world. She can put 350,000 men in
the field in two

- months, ', and can double
that force in four months. It has never
been pretended that Italian soldiers were
not as brave as French ones, and seeing that
allmodern armies are almost equally well
armed, there is really.no just ground for
the French assumption of militarysuperi-
ority. In any case it is apparent that
Italyis quite strong enough to insist upon
being treated civilly,and.that she is also
strong enough to go to war with France in
the last resort, without apprehending the
fate whichbefell her 'at the close of the
last century. France is growing restless and
arrogant again, however, and it is apparent
that she willnot be restrained much longer
from engaging in war. The presumption,
and by no means a strained one, is tbat she
has already made up her mind to humble
Italy,and it is now suspected :that j the
Tunis expedition was directed more to this
end than to the extension of French influ-
ence in Africa. As the attacks upon Italy
and Italians have been wanton and brutal
and bullying,and as there is anunavoidable
suspicion that France would have taken
very good care not to insult in this way a

people she thought her equal infstrength,

the worldwould.not be sorry ifit should
prove that she had made another mistake
in\u25a0.; this .case, and had in fact caught a

Tartar. \u25a0"'\u25a0 \u25a0 -rf . '---.-. "\u25a0

MORE IGNORANCE.

The Call objects to being ;charged with
ignorance concerning the debris question,'
yet inits latest ;remarks on that subject it
gives new proof of the truth of our strict-
ures. ;Ina former article it said :

"
There"

has. been at no time an attempt made to
"evade the

'
force of the assertion that if"

the coarse debris . from.the mines is im-"
pounded, the fine sand and sediment will"
run past the dams and lodge inthe waters"
of

*
the ,bay _' below.ifUnless "it\can be

"shown that this fine debris willpass out"
into the

-
Pacific Ocean, \u25a0 the '? brush dam

project jhas no claim to consideration."
This remarkable ;' statement our!contem-
porary now repeats, as though it thought
it quite clever, and upon this remarkable
statement -it '.takes :. its •' stand.

'

We did
not

-
answer \u25a0 it before,' because we thought

ithardly worth while to discuss the ques-
tion with a journal which set out by show-
ing that ithad not the remotest comprehen-
sion iof the jproblem _ involved.fAs, how-
ever, the Call

'
evidently thinks that its

observations mean • something, we willen-
lighten it a little. The .engineering .plans
embraced not .only a series of ;dams in the

upper
'
channels !of the :rivers, but f such

treatment of the \u25a0lower]channels, bycut-
offs, levees, ] etc., as should « increase the
velocity of the

*
current, and ;thus give to

the > rivers aZmuch fflarger.; ;carrying
capacity, "fThe methods - to "j have ibeen
applied were intended, first A.to ': im-
pound *the f-heavier fand coarser de.

Ibris .in X the Xupper y. channels ;.. second,'
iso to increase the velocity of the ;current
that it woald be enabled to carry all the
lighter detritus, not only down to the":bay
of San Francisco, \u25a0 but out to sea. fEvery
student ;ofIhydraulics fknows of '\u25a0 course
that the rivers could not be cleared of all
the matter held in;solution. Even had
there never been any hydraulic mining the

j streams
;which Iflow, through :cultivated

j lands wouldalways have carried more or
less ;earthy .matter in' their currents, aud

| this would take
'
its own natural

-
course.

But if the engineering plans had been car-
ried out there is no room to doubt the con-
sequent capacity of the rivers to carry all
the debris passing the dams, safely beyond
the possibility of serious - injury to the
harbor of San Francisco. Allthis the Call
ought to have known. Allthis it could
have learned by study of the reports of
the ... engineers. And:therefore we were
completely justified in

'
charging it with

ignorance when it cumbered the discussion
with statements whose crudity and irrel-
evance under the circumstances are not
excusable. iff

RESERVED SEATS.

Judge Rixi of San Francisco, has de-
cided that no one can insist upon being
allowed to retain a reserved seat in a thea-
ter, when he has not paid for the reserva-
tion.: He holds

"
that the proprietor of a

theater has a perfect right to fixhis own
prices. We r are very much afraid that

Judge Rix is tainted with monopoly her-
esies. Ifhe had ;read , the opinion of the
United States Supreme Court in the Ele-
vator cases he would have known that a

theater is an establishment into which a

public use enters, and that therefore its
proprietor loses the right to fix his own
prices, and is liable to be regulated by law.
Of course if the law fails to regulate thea-
ters the proprietors of them can do as
they please. But under the rulings of the
Supreme Court they can only fix their
own prices on sufferance, and it is com-
petent to the Legislature to regulate them
at any time. Judge Ilixappears to be be-
hind the age in this matter. /He ought to

know that according to the Supreme Court
there is no longer any such thing as pri-
vate property, unless (which is scarcely
possible! it can be shown that no public
use whatever enters intoit.

A WONDERFUL ALLIANCE.

The announcement of the marriage -of
Lord Colin Campbell to Gertrude Blood,
daughter of Victoria Woodhull, under the
auspices of the Princess Louise and the
Duke of Argyll,is certainly calculated to
astonish the American public. There is no

more notorious woman inthe worldto-day
than the mother of this bride, and her
notoriety is certainly net of the kind to
recommend her to alliance with the Eng-
lish (or Scotch) aristocracy. A story by
Mr. Mallock has just been printed, en-
titled

"
A Romance of the Nineteenth"

Century," and in it tbe author draws
pictures of the English nobility, which
those unacquainted withthem are disposed
to regard as malicious caricatures. But
unless some such moral aberration as Mr.
Mullock implies the prevalence of has
really fallen upon the circle referred to, it
is difficult to understand how such a
match as this could have been made. .No
doubt it is cruel and unjust to visit the
sins of ;the parent upon the child ; but
such has been the code of the worldfor
centuries, and that code has never been
more rigidlyobserved than among the peo-
ple into whose exclusive circles Victoria
Woodhull's daughter has now been ad-
mitted.' It is beyond all question a most
extraordinary and inexplicable event.

PASSENGER LISTS.

Cablin, July 223.—Passed here to-day, to
arrive in Sacramento to-morrow: James H.
Moore, New Jersey ;Mr. and Mrs. Baum-
garten, Miss Lizzie White, F. M. Ames, San
Francisco ;J. H. Messenger, Jr., Napa,Cal.;
John Thomas Waterhouse and wife, Hono-
lulu ;W.W.Booth, Salt Lake ;A. P. Moore,
San Francisco ;John T. Tingey, England ;
W. R. Barnes and wife.Eureka, Nev.; 1, A.
Norton and wife, Healdsburg, Cal.; Samuel
Feder, San Francises ;Miss Osumivan, Den-
ver, Col.; Joseph Franklin, San Francisco;
Horatio C. Burchard, Mrs. Burchard, E. L.

Washington, D.C; F. H. Tingey,
England; R.. M. Daggett, Virginia City,
Nev.; Lieutenant F. Schwatka, U. S. A.;
Lieutenant Riant, Paris Fiance ; W. -H.
Civer, Kansas City, ? Mo.; Dan Kelleher,
Utah ;E. Harmon, Mrs. E, Marks, John O.
Blaul, San Francisco; Benjamin Beady,
Sierra county, Cal.; E. L.Winchester, Ro-
chester ;T. J. Armstrong, Canada ;Thomas
Cogan, New York;W. Crawshay, England ;
Mrs. Mary Coffey and child, Butte City,
Montana ;William Taylor, Philadelphia ;
Mrs. Winchester, Rochester, N. V.; Miss
Boyden, G. W. Boyden, Mrs. G.W. Boyden,
Omaha, Neb.; 47 emigrant passengers, in-
cluding 35 males, to arrive in Sacramento
July 24th. "-ififf '\u25a0-..-

.-'• Tofeka (Kb.). July Passed hereto-
day, via the A.,T. and S. F.Railroad, to ar-
rive in San Francisco July SOth :H. Smith,
James Hughes and Edward Hughes, Balti-
more ;R.M. Russell, Trenton, ..Tenn.; D.
Luck, San Francisco ;S. Smoker, Peoria,
111.; Alexander ,Harrison, Pittsburg, Pa.;
Mrs. S. Williams and son, New York;J. B.
Smith Moore, OilCity, Pa. •:

Omaha, July 22d.—Passed here to-day. to
arrive in Sacramento July 20th:A. W. Col-
lins and wife, Oakland ;Mrs. N.C. Shackle-
ford, Cincinnati :,Richard I). Fox,Iwith
corpse of B. S. Fox, ,of \u25a0 Jan Joee ;.W. J.
Condon, Yorkers, N. V.; E. R. Marshall,
New York;Richard Allen, Melbourne, Aus-
tralia-, C. W, Whitney," San Francisco ;R.
A. Robertson, Glasgow, Scotland ; J- \u25a0; F.
Coope, England. ;;

, Beaten toDeath.
—A.J. Crum (an old

pioneer of Butte county), the ;cripple who
was beaten so badly last week at Chap-
mantown, Butte ;.,courty, s:by Thomas
Noakes, died on Tuesday, and Noakes has
been arrested. At the inquest Mis. Wash-
burne testified VIreside at Chapmantown ;
Noakes came to my house on the morning
of the 19th.

-Iwas talking of going down
toButte creek to dry fruit for;Crum ;he
advised me not togo to Cram's, and said
Crum was no gentleman. 1Itold jhim that
Ithought Cram was as good a man as he
was, and that Crum didnot think much of
his brother either. Noakes was .in f the
house, and Crum was coming to the bouse
for his clean clothes ;Iwas watching for
him and one of his boys.. Noakes wanted
me to call Cruminto the house, and wanted
me to come and sit beside him when he
came |in;11wanted to see Crum | about
getting

'

some
' pears . to \u25a0 preserve ;

Crum fiwas .;' peddling .fruit. .Noakes
said' •'.-. Crum was no gentleman,
and said

-
Iought \u25a0 not .to go out and talk

withhim. Noakes then went out to where
Crum

'was, " tookIa Iletter from his pocket
and asked Crum if his brother: owed him
anything. Crum ;.said no. Noakes !said,"

\Aihat have you been talking about him
for ?" Cram -said jthat he had :not •. been
talking about his brother. Noakes said he
had, and then struck Cram jinthe breast
and knocked him down, jumped upon him
and beat him withhis fist, and kicked him
inthe sideithree times. :-,Iwas about six
feet from him. Itook Noakes by the arm
and pulled him away from"Cranial told
Noakes that he had killedCrum. Noakes
said he had :not, that Crum was only put-
ting on for effect. My uncle came up then
and told Noakes that he ought to get adoc-
tor. Noakes used very bad words after he
had finished beating \u25a0 Cram; but J said noth-
ing while he was beating him. B|§||||l||l

PACIFIC COAST.
LAST NIGHTS DISPATCHES TO THS KLCORP-

USION.

| WASHINGTON TERRITORY FISE.
j
| Ths

-
Town .of Colfax .Almost Wiped Out

by the Flames.
- :

ANOTHER EtSTRDOnVE GRAIN FIRE.

A Nephew of C. P. Huntington Accident—
".. ally Killed.

1 Etc........ ......Etc K»r..»im'mi^^s^iMiuti/uttr*Mr:i'r.i^^ti/&^gst%tti:iia

CALIFORNIA.
-•\u25a0yttfMHWSHBp \u25a0' \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0-«W_BBB»<BSS «S

Advice* from Los Ansrtle*.
Los Ayr.rtKs,

-
July

'
22d.— The Arimna

train is not expected until about 1a. m. Th*
cause was a washout in Arizona. The Sao
Francisco express will waitftits arrival.

A verylight shock of earthquake was felt
at 9:30 to-nuht.

MarkH. Stoddard, aged 15 years, a nephew
of C. I*.Huntington, was accidentally killed.
at San Juan Capietrano last evening. He-
was out fishing with a companion, and in
stooping his revolver Ml fromIts shield, and
striking on a rock was discharged, the ball
entering his abdomen, causing death in about
twohours. His remains go to Sacramento
for interment on -night's train..

Death of a Well Known Farmer.
Marysville, July -ii.—Michael O'Con-

nor, a wellknown tamer of Sutter county,
died last sight after a brief illness, of pneu-
monia, whilevisiting a neighboring farmer in
this couuty. So sudden was the attack that
he was unable to be removed home, and his
family was summoned to his bedside, lie
was at one time on the police force if this
city, and Assistant Superintendent of the
State Refer::) School, lie was a native of
Ireland, aged 54, and leaves a wife and tev-
era! children. The funeral willtake place in
this city Sunday. .-__-_\u25a0'•-"

Destructive lirain rjre.

Mebced. July 22d.—There was a destruc-
tive tire in ft grain field on the Theabold
ranch, about tight miles east of Merced, on
Wednesday afternoon, about 5 o'clock, which
destroyed about half of a 400-acre field, the
property -it V.C.U. Hooper. Insured with
the Ptcoaix of London for 5430 for the field.
The damage done by the fire in the fieldca
Huffman's ranch, adjoining t',._. town, yes-
terday afternoon, was nominal, as th» har-
vesting el the grain had been completed and
tie grain battled to the warehouse early in
!the day.

The Carletnn .Manslaughter Case Krai
-. Estate Mile.

San Jose, July 22d.
—

The Carleton jury-
were discharged at 4 p. M,being unable to
agree upon a verdict. They stood eight for
conviction and four fcr acquittal. Itis nn-
derstned that the prosecution wid cow
abandon the due. This is the third trial.
.'The Home Mutual Insurance Company
have purchased the San Jose Savings Bank
property, \u25a0-.} ing $27,000 therefjr. \u25a0"_-• •

Rnrn Burned.
Orovillk,July 22d.— Abarn belonging to

Gecrge Kym, about sixteen milts above
Oroville, was totally destroyed by fire
Thursday morning. The los* is utniut ¥2,000,
covered by an insurance of $1.00 in the Cali-
fornia Insurance Company. The tirois eup-
posed to be the workof an inceudiiry.

Nevada:
Ittmt-trora Kurcke.

EoUKJk, July 221.—1n the Richmond-
Albion case to-day Thornton and Wren ox i.-

-eluded their arguments for the Richmond
side. Senator Stewart closes tho case for tba
Albionto-morrow. Adecision is not lotked
for before Monday or Tuesday.

The weather here is unusually hot.
Grading on the Eureka and Colorado l.'.iil-

road is to be commenced at <:;<-:. There is a
large force of engineers in the field.

0.1:1%;; TEituxroEr.

Destructive Vlre.
Colfax. July 23d.—At 2.20 o'clock thi*

morning a fire was discovered in an empty
building oa Main street, in the northern end
of the town, formerly usod as an agricultural
implement warehouse, and owned by i.'. and
M.C. Moore, of Alinok. When fintreen it
had gained such headway that itcould not be
checked, ar^i soon communicated with the ad-
joining blacksmith shop and liverystable :
thence spreading until the whole block waa
enveloped in cue solid mass of fire. J.
Hoover's brick bank, just completed, con-
stituted abarrier 011 the northeast .tier of
Main and Wall streets, and stopped it*
further progress up the street, being the only
house now standing on that block. About
an hour from the time th: hist alarm
was sounded a fire wa« discovered on the roof
of the Ewart House, directly across the street
from the originating point. Strenuous efforts
were made to extinguish it. but the intense
heat Boon rendered all efforts useless, and
those engaged in the attempt were compelled
todesist, and the pride of Coifix was aban-
doned to its fate. From this point the fire
spread rapidly in cither direction, flying
sparks igniting the roofs of the adjacent dry,
wooden buildings, until two block* on that
side of the street wero ablaze, sending their
lurid tongues heavenward, and not a ve3lige
of a- house now remains to fell the
tale. . Twenty-six buildicgs in all
v.ere destroyed, involving a loss of
875,000. Tr.e fire burned so rapidly -that
but few effects could be saved. The insur-
ance on the burned district amounts to over
$35,000, represented by the following com-
panies :• \u25a0' Home Mutual of New York,
89,000; New Zealand, of Auckland, N. Z.,
85,700; State Investment of California,

|82,200; Connecticut of Hartford, 81,000;
California of California, 81,500 ; Liverpool,
London and Globe ofLiverpool, 8500 ;Com-
mercial Unionof London, 8350; Minches ter
of :Manchester, 81 000. . The above aro
represented by C, G. Livington k Co., and
E.M. Talbot & Co. |represent the following
companies and amounts :Star ofNew York,
$700; Commercial of California, 82,700;
American Central of St. Louis, $2,000. Jas.
A.Perkins represents the Phoenix of Hart-
ford and Home of New York, for 13,500,
and the North British Mercantile of London
and Edinburg, for 82,700. The heaviest losa
is in the

-
Ewert Home, the original cost of

which was 818,000 ;SS.COO of this is covered
by insurance. For the first haur the wind
came from the north, jeopardizing the whole
town, when it suddenly veered, and a brisk
breeze sprang up from the south, which is
claimed to be the only thing that saved the
town from-utter annihilation. Had the wind
continued from the north the adjacent blocks,,
composed of wooden structures, and as dry
SB tinder, would have ignited and made a
clean . sweep up the canyon. Our much
commented-upon

-
fire engine was much

out :...' of • repair, .-'': and
'

could not
be used, whereupon bucket ,brigades were
formed, and did efficient service in staying
the devouring, element. Had the hand-en-
gine been in" working order the two blocks on
the west side of the street could have been
saved. The contents of allthe safes opened
thus far are intact. No lives were lost. The
fire is supposed to be the workof. an

-
incen-

diary. One report ssys it was discovered:
simultaneously in two different places on
either aids of the blacksmith shop..

THE COURTS.

SUPERIOR COURT.
Clark, Judge.

.-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0;. FamAT, July __&
"

The People va Leu Hodykins-Oa trial for burp-
lary.'i Jury disagreed, and defendant remanded to-
jailfar retriaL-Srtx«*StSCip' i*a*{XX
iilß£^-ti.i£i*i3.'fDenson-, Judge. t&Pgl
.A.:McCracken vs. I.W. Morgan—Case tried and
taken under advisement. :-\u25a0 :

'

iJ. S. Barrett va. J. V. Sims— Continued to July
88, 1881. V- '\u25a0--':\u25a0 \u25a0-:•-"\u25a0.\u25a0'"\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0'-'' r"-'f

"
-'._ Martin-Kelly et al. vs. P. T. Morris—Case trie*
and taken under advisement. :
\u0084 W.Heaton va. Pacific Mutual lifeInsurance Com-
pany—Passed until to-morrow. -_'

Court adjourned.'gp^rrj:; r

Til-DAY'S CALENDAR.
"'

fr': \u25a0':
Warren Heat-on va' The Pacific Mutual Life In-

surance Company. > .:\u25a0\u25a0-' \u25a0\u25a0•
- '*t^^S^^^^^^i

\u25a0 Nettie Oilman vs. C. H.Oilman. .

If".Subscriber".' is informed that the dead-
lock does not especially refer to Conkling's
curb"f-We must admit, however, that the.
mistake was a natural one.:' s

firSome.'of;the best physicians say they de-
pend f wholly upon Dr. Trask'a . Magnetic

-
Ointment in Kidney,Liver,'Bowel and Lung
diseases.lAnyone can apply it.'^PfPjg&lSSfij

the daily RECORD-UNION.
ITIBMAY-.:.......:....,.*.- JILI23. 18*1

DallyMeteorological Record— Signal Hen •-
Ice United States Army. 'fi;

Sacra* July 22, 1881— r. M.,

S3
. a g .-•-\u25a0\u25a0. a \u25a0-.-\u25a0\u25a0 °g> \u25a0- f....

\u25a0 Sfi; |S lI.S Ij|zUf
?a' Fa ??M --:'i.S a -\*2f_

Olympia 50.02 72 N.E. 1L'ght.. .._. Clear i
Portland..... 29.99 78 S. W. 4 Gentle. .... Clear
Rose hum.... 29.99 S2 N. 3 Gentle ....Clear;
Red 81uff..... 29.84:89 Cum. Calm .... Clear

"

Sicramento.. 29.89 80S. Vf 6 Fresh .... Clear:,
S. Francisco. 29.88 « W. 0 Fresh.. .... Foggy
Visalia....... 29.8184 W. 1 Light...... Clear
Los Angeles. 2D.99 04 S. Vi'.xe.Fresh.. .... Cloudy
Sin Diego. .. 29.94|66 K.W. 5 Gentle Clear
[ Maximum temperature, 98 ;minimum, 62.

River above low-water mark. 8 ft.0 in.
JAMES A. BAttWICK, _,

Sergeant, Signal Corps, U. S. A.


