
THIS MORNING'S NEWS.

InNew York Government bonds are quoted at

117 for 4s of 1907 ;114 fori__ ;101J for 3_» ;iter.
ling,Si 1 86 :silver bars, 112;. -T \u0084 j
''"_ Silver in Loudon, 5115-19 d; consols, 100 11-16 c' ;
6-per cent. United States bonds, extended, 105};ss,
l»};*}s,li«.^ '""•\u25a0' $9*. ''y ' "'
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InSan Francisoo half dollars are quoted at |dis-

count topar ;Mexican dollars, !KJ«r93c.
'- ''; j .

:There was a small volume of business at the San
Francisco Stock Board yesterday morning.

'
Prices

were about on Thursday's average level.
'

There are
'large assessments pending, especially for account of
Comstock mines, and It was thought something

would be done to impart a little comfort and con-
fidence to those who are expected to pay these
taxes. P. tosi put onan assessment of $56,000 yes-

£ terday, and the stock fell to $1 90, the lowest in
some lime. Northern Belle was active at $13 and
upwards. -

«\u25a0 '.''727
Fire at Denver, Col.; at Old Orchard Beach, Mo.,

and at Richmond, Va. .'\u25a0•'\u25a0' . \u25a0"

:Mrs. Dinsmore, the former wife of Guiteau, now
residing at Leadville, Col., has been summoned as
a witness in the trial of the assassin. .I-'.

The Orphans' Home at Womelsdorf, Pa., was de-
stroyed by fire yesterday.

\u25a0
' High water in the Rio Grande ia causing great
damage InTexas. \u25a0

, l-'rye has been chosen Chairman of the Republican
State Central Committee in Maine, in place ot
Blame, resigned.' '\u0084''\u25a0*''- ;
. A disastrous conflagration occurred yesterday at
Woodstock, N. 11. *

-.
A woman was beaten to death at Louisville,Ky.,

Sunday night,by unknown parties. .
At Sedalia, Mo,a wealthy farmer on a spree re-

sisted arrest, and was killedbya policeman. -\u0084.

M.11. Stanford's great stock {arm in Kentucky
?
'
has been sold for $60,000.

A freight train at Riverside, Texas, ran into a
gang of convicts, killing twenty-three and wound-
ing a number of others.

TlicProvince oi Ontario baa lost $10,000,000 by. bush fires the past season. ?.*.
C. H. Jones, an oldresident, died at Georgetown,

ElDorado county, yesterday, after abrief illness.
Modesto was greatly damaged by fire yesterday

morning. . ,
.' A _ terrific distillery explosion took place at
:Aurora, Ind., Thursday night. , ,

Ina collision of freight tins near Kansas City,
Mo., eighteen cars were wrecked beside the engines,
and a brakeznan killed.

' . .
The steamship City ofPeking arrived at San Fran-

cisco jfrom the Orient Thursday night, bringing
Hongkong dates to October Sth, and Yokohama ad-
vices toOctober 23d. \u25a0 :;.. :T;

The brush dam on Bear river is still burning.
A fire on a ranch near Wheatland, Yuba county

a destroyed ahouse and fatally burned John Walker.
William inch's barn and contents, in Sutter

county, were burned Thursday night. . .:,.-, . 7,7
: John ? Lasswell, .an engineer,

-
was accidentally

, killednear Mokclumne Hillyesterday. /.--.:
-

At Frederick, Md., yesterday, Felix Munshoar
" was hanged for the murder of James A. Weetzell,

his cousin. -.'.....-
--j.: Henry Jenkins was hanged at Fayetteville, W.
Va, for killing infield Saunders inMa.v Jast.-

The overland train bound east was abandoned at.Sherman,' Wy., yesterday, owing to heavy snow,

.drifts. .'
-
.. -

William Kern, a teamster, was fonnd dead on Dry•creek, Yuba county, and the body was in an ad-
vanced state of decomposition.

The police sold $2,342 worth of tickets in New
Yorkcity for the benefit of the Michigan sufferers.

The Mexican Congress has prohibited the issue of
nickel coins.

Joe Harris (colored) was hanged for murder yes-
terday at Greensboro, Ga.

In the Schneider murder trial at Stockton the
prosecution has closed and the defense opened, .

WANTED—A CHRISTMAS STORY.
The Kec-jkd-Umos willpay fiftydollars (SSO) for

the best Christmas Story, not less than ten nor
more than fifteen columns -in length. To assist
competitors in gauging the length of their composi-
tions, we may as well state that a column of the

jtype in which the story is to be set contains about
1,600 words, and that a legal folio contains i100
words. Those who wish to compete for tbe prize
willbe free to choose their own subject and to place
their stories wherever they please. The stories
must be delivered at the Rkcorh-Ukion office by the
15th of December, in order to allow sufficient time
for their examination. This is a good opportunity
for aspiring authors who feel that they would be
the better for a little extra pocket-money at Christ-
mas.

THE ELECTION IN NEW YORK.

The election in New York appears to

have astonished everybody. The Republi-
cans have carried the State ticket, but have
lost both branches of the Legislature. The
contradictory nature of the lessons

''

which are being evolved from the issue in-
dicate that after all there is very littleto

be learned from the facts. There were so
many undercurrents at work that they pro-
duced results which nobody had either
foreseen or. sought. The *'Stalwart

"
Re-

publicans. seem to have surprised them-
selves by voting more generally than they

had intended. ' They certainly cannot taunt
: the -." Breeds "withimpotency under

_'. the circumstances. ;Still they have lost the

7 Legislature, and this may have a larger sig-
nificance ? hereafter. -Tammany has been
hithard, but it has shown its teeth, and
quite enough \u25a0 probably to assure itself its•

own way at the next election." Taking the
-.- general average,' the Republicans have the
. best of the situation, but they have not so
-. very much the best that they can afford to
take any fewer precautions when the next-
campaign arrives.

'

SHARP WORK.
-

They try mnrder cases inEngland much
quicker than ,we do. . Lefroy, who mur-
dered ;an old banker ina railway carriage

"on 'the London and Brighton line a few;

weeks \u25a0 ago, has :just :been -tried, found
guilty of murder, and sentenced to death
at an early date. 7; The jury were out only
ten minutes, and evidently they had before
them nobaffling theories of irresponsibility
for insanity/ They ,believed that whether
the prisoner at the \u25a0bar was mad or not, he
\u25a0was sane enough to be punishable,' and so- they found •bim• guilty,',and '\u25a0- there is no
doubt that he willbe duly and sufficiently
hanged when the time'• comes. T.That way
of administering -justice tends \u25a0to check

!

crime." The hanging ofLefroy, ifhe is not
altogether sane, willserve to prevent other
half-crazy men with homicidal tendencies
from indulging r them. That is to Bay,'-
prompt punishment and 'adequate punish,

;ment tends to protect society,* and the pro?
tection of:society Via the only justification

for the taking of human life by law/ or the

incarceration ,of ? human beings in penal
establishments.

THE CLASSIFICATION OF CRIME.

Aconsiderable percentage of the discus-

sion.about' criminal reform is wide of the

mark, for the reason that amateur, penolo-

gists do;not understand
*
the elementary

facta of the subject. T And one of the most

common mistakes and sources of confusion
among them is the loose use of the word
"criminal." For the. purposes

'
of, their

reasoning this wordincludes all who *have
been convicted of any breach of:law ;but
when* reform7is 1 talked? ofIthe very first
thing to be ascertained is the mental and
moral condition of the people to be oper-
ated upon ; and the endeavor to ascertain
this at once develops the fact

'
that ', there

are
'

the ? broadest conceivable differences
between ;those who nevertheless

'
may be

roughly lumped together as
"

felons." At
the outset one clear and sharp line of de-
marcation exhibits itself. This separates
the class which has adopted the criminal
career from the class of what may be termed
impulsive law-breakers. \u25a0 Inthe first of these ;

classes belong whatare properly termed the
habitual criminals. These are? the people
who for the most part have been educated
and bred to lawbreaking as abusiness, and
for the reform of whom the severest dis-
ciplinary and persuasive measures are none
too cogent This class includes

'
the ma-

jorityof those who are convicted of house-
breaking, 'robbery from the person, and
larcenies of various kinds, and it includes
persons of allages and both sexes. It is
upon this class that the most powerful re-
formatory agencies require to be employed,
for they are the professional offenders, and
they furnish the bulk of

_
the convictions,

and of the cases of multiple punishment.
In the longest settled communities tbe per-
centage of this class in the jprisons is the
largest. Thus in London the proportion
of jprofessional criminals is much larger

than itis in California, while in this State
the percentage of what we have termed
crimes of impulse is larger than in Eng-
land or the Atlantic States.
' The class of impulsive criminals isa very
difficultone to deal with. Itembraces all
those who have been convicted ofja single
crime, as for instance murder, manslaugh-

ter, assault to murder, highway robbery,
embezzlement, forgery, rape, etc. Itmust
be observed that any of these crimes may
be committed by a man who has led a com-
paratively upright and blameless lifeup to

the time of his fall. Itis true that in
some instances these crimes are the cul-
mination of profligate and immoral courses,
but they are not so necessarily. The em-
bezzler and the '• forger of course cannot
originally have been men of strong prin-
ciples, but it does not follow that they
underwent a regular course of degradation,
and that their final perpetration of crime
marked the complete demoralization of
their characters. Ina great many cases
the crime has been the result of impulse.
Ithas not even been premeditated. Some
sudden occurrence suggests the act of im-
morality, and the specious hope of repair-
ing the wrong speedily smooths over the
offense at

-
the instant of ? commission.

In many of these cases the moral
aberration may. have been very brief.
The realization of the nature of the deed
may have been attained !almost at
once, and remorse have supervened. . To
class criminals of this kind with the
callous, case-hardened ones who have never
known the least \u25a0 compunction "about
crime, and who literallypossess no moral
sensibility, is manifestly absurd ,and mis-
chievous, and it is equally irrationalto ap-
ply to them the same reformatory agencies
as are exhibited in the other cases. ,

S Again, take a great many cases of homi-
cide. These are committed by men who
may have had no criminal tendencies before
in their lives. The homicides are fre-
quently the result of momentary passion,
or of intoxication. Ina number of cases

tbere has been no desire to killwhen the
fatal blow was delivered, but merely a
passionate purpose to resent and punish
some affront or wrong. To say that a man
who has committed what the law calls
murder or manslaughter under, such cir-
cumstances, is a criminal inthe same sense
that the habitual thief orburglar is a crim-
inal, is to abuse the term. Itis evident
that there is scarcely any point of contact
between the cases, and that they require
to be treated quite differently. In the
case of the impulsive criminal it may
indeed be questioned whether the attempt
at systematic reform is not a mistake. In
such a man's character ;there may be no
need of artificial props.' iHis fault has
been his impulsiveness, which may arise
from an excess of vital energy. Ifhe has
lived a well-ordered life up to the time of
ths commission of his own crime, and if
the commission' of that crime does not
necessarily imply the !degeneration of
character, towhat good purpose can he be
put through a course of reform treatment?
Ifhe is weak such a line of treatment is
very apt to make a hypocrite of him;: If
he is not weak it willhave no effect at all,

save to annoy him.
As the impulsive class of criminals pre-

dominates .in our .prisons, however, itis
clearly important that we should preface
any serious effort at the creation of a re-
form system by separating this class from
the habitual criminals, and by determining

whatought tobe done withit.And we think
it ought to be recognized that though So-
ciety has no option in the premises, and
must punish law-breakers withoutrespect
of persons, yet there are offenders to whom
imprisonment does unmixed ,barm, wholly
apart from'. any question of r bad associa-
tions. Itis to these persons a degradation
and an intolerable burden. It is really
vastly in excess of the :offense, as regards
suffering. . Itbreaks them down, ' and, so
to speak, spoils tbem forlife. To such as
these reform? systems are absolutely use-
leas. Nay, more, they are aggravations of
the originalpenalty. We do :not see that
any way of escape - from this exists, but
itis to be regretted that itis necessary to
inflictso much suffering in the interest of
society, and .the fact that it is so serves
to show still\ more fully the necessity of
having a clear understanding of. what is
meant by "criminals," also of what is
meant ';by, "reform." [It appears to us
that the Prison? Reform Convention '

has
made the mistake of, failing to settle these
important preliminaries before it began to
discuss the means of reform, and that
because of. this forgetfulness a great deal
of\u25a0 the discussion is ;likelyto remain unin-
telligible,or without any practical bearing
upon the actualities of prison life. ;•\u25a0"\u25a0

DR. PLATT'S GLOOMY VIEW.

i
*- The. reports '• of the proceedings of the

Prison Reform
'
Convention inT the San

Francisco papers are so meager and unsat-
isfactory that it is nearly impossible to as-
certain from them what is being done. If,
therefore, we should;" do Dr. Piatt any in-
justice in what we

"
are about to say, we

must ask him to charge it to the lack of
journalistic enterprise on the part of the
press of hi3city. From all we can gather,
however, it appears that he read a paper

before the Convention .on • Thursday, Jin
which" he took the ground that as a rule it
is hopeless to attempt ,the reform of crim-
inals, and that on a second conviction they
should be sentenced to \ life'imprisonment.
We iare encouraged ;to believe that Dr.
Piatt did say this, or something likeit, by
the assertion that his paper produced quite
a consternation ,in"-. the Convention, 'and
was ;freely dissented ? from '. and even de-
nounced as "worse than the :Calvinietic
"hell." We gather .also that ;notwith-
standing .Dr.;Piatt's extremely gloomy
vieweof

'
the :condition '; of the

'
criminal

classes, or rather of the convicted criminal
class, ho made many statements _in regard
to r the relations of the criminal with the
world-I!which cannot *.be controverted.^
It"is, for instance, perfectly true that the
world\never willingly forgives a man

who\has\ been%convicted' of crime. -The
recognition of this depressing fact was the
originating cause of the institutions known
as Discharged Prisoners' ;Aid- Societies,

Society is very irrational in.this,ry beyond
doubt. Ittolerates men Twhom '-. it]knows
to be criminals, and even gives them allit
can confer of honor^and^externaT respect,

But ifa man is unfortunate enough ;to be

found out and condemned ithas no mercy
upon him. This shows that its condemna-
tion:' of the convict iis:not * the .effect •of
moral \u25a0 repulsion. There ;is no moral sen-
timent connected withit,'in fact, since for
crime per se society manifests nodetestation.
It welcomes withiopen

-
arms •., the cow-

ardly and brutal iseducer, the scoundrel
who ?.: has _ secured •', wealth by '\u25a0' the

-
most

flagitious methods, the swindler of widows
and orphans, the cold-blooded villain who

has betrayed all
'
his < friends ? to

'
secure his

ends, the greedy and infamous wretch who
has forced scores of better .: men to 7ruin;
it opens wideits doors to all of these un-
convicted criminals. But for the poor man
who makes one false step it has no bowels
of compassion, and as •Dr. Piatt .-; says, it
acts upon ;the , cruel maxim, _"Once a
convict, always a convict"; .\u0084. ,;;

'
•_; .

? So far then we cannot dispute the truth
of the Doctor's positions. Itis undeniable
that society does not ifitcan help itallow
the T convict to,reform, and 7 that •by;iv
blindand unrelenting ;severity it does all
it can -to force him'back .into evil ways.
But when all this is admitted it does not
followthat reform is

'impossible. Indeed... !-lit,-, _-\u25a0-".• ' --
.\u25a0 .- .J \u25a0 ..T- j, .

when anyone takes that position we are
free topoint to the ascertained facta of the
situation as a conclusive refutation of it,

For aila" sober matter of jfact the reforma-
tion of. convicts is being constantly
achieved, and as an equally sober matter
of fact convicts are constantly going back
into the world, regaining positions of inde-
pendence and honest industry, and creating
ultimate success ";out of ? careers which
seemed to have been ,utterly '.ruined. To
:say that itis impossible toreform \u25a0 convicts
is therefore rot,;ngleas' than preposterous ;
and for this reason we cannot believe'
that Dr. ;Piatt .^ really

'
went |to

such a length. It is no doubt a kind
ofiworkIwhich| is Vmade very < diffi-
cult by the prejudice and cruel cowardice
of Society, but it is not for allcthat im-
practicable, and it is quite certain that it
may be made* very much easier by the ap-
plication of easier methods. -And indeed
if we should Kdniit Dr. Piatt to be right as
to the impossibility of reform under exist-
ing circumstances, we should merely claim
that this was an evidence of the need of
radical reform in the existing conditions.
For it is certain that the. infliction of an
infinite punishment for • a finite offense is
opposed to reason, and that however theo-
logians may delude themselves with word-
jugglery, human affairs have to be con-
ducted by the light of reason alone. ]If,
therefore, jit were capable of demonstra-
tion that the convict has no ;hope, all that
this could prove would be the Inecessity of
a revolution in penal administration and
social theories.

If a state of things is discouraging we
are not. called upon to submit to it. On
the contrary, itis our duty to improve it.
But Dr. Piatt's alleged theory is opposed
to allexperience as well as to allreason.
He -appears to assume the absolute im-
practicability of changing the inclinations
and dispositions of men inone direction,

though his
'
own doctrine J requires the

practicability of changing them inanother
direction. According to him, in fact, men
may change for the worse, yet they cannot
be changed for the better.

"'• The convict
who has only committed one offense may
easily degenerate into an habitual criminal;

but he cannot
-
abandon ? crime

'
altogether.

Such a proposition as this contains its own
refutation. -, Itis not logical any more than
it is in accordance with experience. gjIt is
simply "\u25a0 fantastic.

'
In'truth convicts are

capable of 'various changes according to
their training and disposition.

t
,No doubt

some are quite irreclaimable, having in-
herited the criminal < diathesis, and hav-
ing also .been

"
.bred in criminal habits

and practices. But, as we have shown in
another article, this class constitutes but
a small percentage of the whole convict
element. The average convict is amenable
to the same influences inside prison walls
that the average man is amenable to under
all circumstances. ? The commission of
crime does not take away the criminal's
humanity, nor make . of him a monster.

He remains, save in exceptional cases, an
impressionable creature, ;and if his char-
acter is strengthened by wise discipline in
self-reliance, and he is not spoiled by be-
ing taught that he has nothing to do to

reform himself but believe a number of
fanciful statements about incomprehensible
subjects, he may be reformed, and be may
take ;his place in the world again as an
honest man, and keep . that place for the
remainder of his life. T

THE BELIEF IN THE SUPERNATURAL.

• Belief inthe supernatural .has remained
unaffected by,the advance of knowledge,
Ithas possibly been abandoned by a com-
paratively small

'
number of followers of

the most'• modern philosophy, ? but it has
not been shaken' inits hold on the masses
cfimen. ..The rapid growth of Spiritual-?
ism, and the solidity of.its structure not-
withstanding the assaults of Science, show
how firmlyimplanted the tendency to be/
lieve inthe supernatural is, and 1how little
reliance is |toibe placed on the common
expressions of incredulity which moat men

Iemploy toconceal their real thoughts on the
|subject.,?-. Andindeed almost everyone,' if
jbrought tomake a frank :confession, and
ifIcertain 5 of protection against ridicule^
can be got to recall either something inhis
or her own life,or something relatediby a
friend,bearing out the common— we might
almost Eay the general— belief, that death
does not end ali, but!tbat there is another
lifebeyond the \ grave, from which occa-
sionally dimechoes and signs and manifes-

t to make a frank confession, and
am of protection against ridicule,
got to recall either something inhis
wn life, or something related by a

bearing out the common— we might
Eay the general— belief, that death
>: end ali, but that there is another
'ond the grave, from which occa-
f dim echoes and signs and manifes-

tations come back to men. And though the
belief in the supernatural .is explained
away? by scientists and; philosophers
as the result r.of ":various : natural
phenomena, ;as for instance .survivals
from the superstitious age \u25a0of barbarism,
subjective illusions, unconscious cerebra-
tion," and

'
so . forth, it

*
is ;evidently quite

useless to try to convince the generality of
men that the

-
mass of what.they suppose

to be evidences of the reality of the super-
natural, is after 'all'but evidence of the
extreme liabilitytodeception of the human
senses. The Scientists may be right, but
the people willnot ;for all• that

'

abandon
their desperate held upon another world.
And this absolute credulity is perhaps less
discreditable than itseems at first sight to
the popular intelligence, for reality itis
the hearty .man speaking ,against his
head. Itis the presence of Death every-
where that has made the vision of another
world so "dear. It'iis the yearning for
comfortunder bereavement tbat baa caused
even • the

'
strongest- minded ito reject the

rational hypothesis of the finality of the
end of life. Itis the reluctance to admit
that they have parted with their dead for-
ever that reinforces the legends of super-
naturalism, and keeps :' alive

'
the common

faithin the reality of "the other shore." ,,
;!A curious illustration of the depth and
universality of this belief in the super-
natural is just now being afforded inEng-
land. ALondon journal (the Daily Tele-
graph) not long since

'

sought to. ascertain
whether any evidence of apparitions, or
fulfilled predictions, or double .sight, or
any of the various alleged phenomena of"

occultism
"

could be gathered by a direct
appeal to its readers. :They were promised
complete anonymity if they desired it,
and were invited to come forward and tell
what they knew. To the surprise ofevery-

body there was a perfect rush in reply to
this invitation, and for weeks not one but
many journals have been publishing several
columns each day of what purport to be
authentic narratives of the supernatural.

Tbe moment the supposed discredit attach-
ing to a confession of credulity was re-
moved, everybody seems to have hastened
to bring forward fresh evidences of the re-
ality of supernatural phenomena, and the
result has been a < mass of statements suf-
ficient to make a considerable addition to

the literature of the subject.
.-- One thing demonstrated by this ava-
lanche of ghost 'stories is that modern
education has as yet scarcely touched the
capacity and tendency for acceptance of
the marvelous which form such conspicu-
ous features in the savage intellect.

'
In

fact itis rather difficult to understand how
the belief inwitchcraft should have disap-
peared among a people bo given over to
credulity, and so easily deceived by their
own senses. Nor does there seem to be
any distinction between the educated and
the uneducated. .All who write to the
papers are alike impressed with the truth
of what jthey relate, .though alljare jnot
equally willing to acknowledge the com-
pleteness of

'
their belief. ?? Itis, however,'

by no means a bad plan which our London
contemporary has adopted in this connec-
tion. For if there is nothing in the popu-
lar belief but popular fallacy,' the best way
to expose and overcome that fallacy is to
bring

-
together the '\u25a0 greatest quantity of

supposed supernatural evidence, and ana-
lyze ituntil nothing remains. If on the
other hand jScience is .at fault, and the

popular instinct isa true one, stillthe best
way to demonstrate the truth is to bring
the whole subject forward into the light,
and discuss it fullyand dispassionately.

And in order ithat it may be seen
whether the people of California are more
advanced than the English people, or re-
flect the ideas of the latter on the super-
natural, the 'Record-Union proposes to
open its columns to communications of the
same kind. ;The conditions are, that there
shall be no argument, but simply recita-
tions of fact. Whoever knows of any

alleged supernatural incident, or can tell of
any such incident at second-hand, provided
some authentication isattainable, isinvited
to communicate the , circumstances to us.
We presume that, allowing for the differ-
ence of population, the field ought to be
as fertilehere as anywhere for supernatural
evidence, and we desire to find out if this
is so or not." Those who write to the
Record-Union on this subject can if they
so desire have their names suppressed in
publication, though of course the credibil-
ity of a story, willgenerally seem to be
increased, for the average reader, by the
fact that the realname of the narrator ac-
companies it. ? Stories of apparition both
before and after death, ofother indications
of ? coming events or deaths, of doubles
and wraiths, of

'
family spirits ;of the

Banshee kind, in short of every orthodox
description of ;supernaturalism, ? will be
welcomed. Everybody knows that such
stories are constantly told insocial circles,
and they may just as well be told through
our columns.

BLAINE AND THE ISTHMUS QUESTION.

The Nation directs attention to a circum-
%tance which shows that Mr. Blame's cir-
cular on the isthmus question has com-
mittedhim, and through him the country,
to a'• perfectly . untenable position.'%Mr.
Blame has '•_ taken

-
the -' position

-
that the

United
*
States cannot ;consent to a joint

protectorate over the Panama Canal, and
has declared 'that this country intends, to
control that enterprise. In saying this'
however, he - has also \u25a0 declared that it is
"not the development of a new policy,"
but that

"
itis nothing more than the pro-"

nounced adhesion of the United States"
to principles long since enunciated by the"highest authority of the Government,"
and now, in the judgment of the Preti-"
dent, firmly invoven as ;an integral and

"important part of our national policy."
Now of course if this is a traditional
policy withthe United States it must be
easy enough to prove ;that fact. '- But un-
fortunatelj»for Mr.Blame's theory all the
proof is.in the opposite direction.?.: The
evidence of the past :policy of the United
States is to be found in our treaties ;'.with
New Grenada (now the United States of
Colombia) in 1846, and with England,' by

the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, in 1850.
'"

Ac-
cording ;. to the j'provisions *of:. the 7last-
named treaty, the United States and Great
Britain ? jointly guarantee 7 the. neutrality

of any canal made .across the Isthmus of
Panama, and not only that, - but expressly
invite? other powers :to jointhem in this
protectorate to. the end 7 that all other"

States may share in the honor and ad-"
vantage of

'
having contributed to a work

"of such general interest and importance.".
This treaty is still in force, and as has
been shown, . it traverses in the most de-
cided manner the - position of Mr. Blame,

at the same timeproving that he has made
a most extraordinary blunder in claiming
the new policy as traditional ,? with the
United States. Of course it is not possible
for our Government thus coolly to ignore
the existence of \its 'own solemn treaties.
It must __ stand )by ._ its

'
own voluntary en-

gagements, or if;it sees reason for chang-
ingits foreign policy,;it;must declare its
intentions frankly,'" and state why it pro-
poses toT withdraw from its|previous en-

gagements.' In:the present case the inter-
ests of the ?United;States 'in the Panama

Canal \u25a0 are undoubtedly ? great, t though we

do not agiee with the position.that they
are so very much

'greater than those of all
the rest of ?" the iworld'-. as ". to warrant

v? in -: insisting .'?, upon 2aniexclusive " pro-
tectorate. We think, moreover, that a
country which:intends to take iohaughty

and domineering a position ought to have
the means. :of ;backing \u25a0 itsjstrong words
by as . strong deeds ;

-
and this power

the » United 'yi.States ! - does .'•;-Inot ypos-
sess at the T.present time.'?"? To;claim an
exclusive protectorate therefore is tomake
a demand which cannot ba enforced, and
which, unless it is granted as by the good
willof the other powers, willnot be ac-

corded at all. 7As . regards '.: the Clay
Bulwer \u25a0-' treaty,? it is ;. evident7that

'Mr.
Blame has got himself into a very embar-
rassing position, for, as the Nation observes,
"if,inreply,to his dispatch, i. England or

any foreign government inquires how bis
statement of the position of the United"
States can be reconciled with the previa-

"ions of that instrument, he willhave*no
"answer to make ;" and in allprobability
the country, willbe driven to withdraw
from the Clayton-Bnlwer treaty in a

'
man-

ner which willreflect;no credit upon the
State Department, if itdoes not entangle
us inserious difficulties withEngland.' \

PAGE, SPAULDING &. CO.

The *\u25a0Examiner the other day published
what

'purported to be an interview with
Mr.Spaulding, incharge of the Sub-Treas-
ury of the United States at San Francisco,
concerning | bis removal of.several office-
holders in the Sub-Treasury without cause.
According to the Examiner Mr.Spaulding
denied that he had ]been compelled ;to
make -these removals -. by Congressman
Page, but maintained that he had a perfect
right to make a clean' sweep on going into
office, though he admitted that none of the
removals referred to had jbeen made for
cause. Of course *jthis

"
is a preposterous

theory. Itis the old familiar spoils theory
over again, but itderives new offensiveness
from the . fact that it isput forward under
the mark of Civil Service s reform. '•' The
Examiner, might perhaps have invented
some of its alleged interview,but it could
hardly have ventured tofabricate the letter
which itprints a copy of, from Secretary
Windom to "The Assistant Treasurer of"

the United States, San Francisco, CaL,'.'
and inwhich Congressman Page is referred
to as having _ communicated to the De-
partment why the changes recommended

in your letter? should be :carried into
"effect," and ia which the obliging Secre-
tary goes .on to say that

"
these reasons

"beingdeemed sufficient," the nominations
which followare approved. •

Now itis, we
think, evident from this letter that Con-
gressman Page has been asking the removal
of officials against whom no charges had
been preferred, and that he has sought to
remove these persons, and to put inothers
of his selection, not at all in the interest
of his constituents, not at all because he
believes that the public service willbe
carried on better, but solely because he
thinks he can strengthen his position and
improve his personal prospects, by making
these changes. And thus we see that
first^Page, and then his appointee, Spauld-
ing,undertake to make use . of the United
States Treasury precisely as though itwere
their private property, and reward their
friends out of the public funds with
a perfect indifference to the claims of the
country. t- This is the spoils system in its
most impudent and srevolting aspect, and
it is necessary tbat the public should un-
derstand how these things- are

'
done. IIt

is by '. this indecent and shameless traffic
inpublic offices that men who have no per-
sonal fitness to recommend them, and who
are not ;intelligent or able enough to pro-
tect ':. the interests of their 'constituents,*
seek to maintain', themselves in Congress
in'defiance of the popular will. That kind
ofIusurpation, however, has been carried
too far, and the people will'no longer
tolerate it. Mr.Page would do better to
try and demonstrate his right to the posi-
tionhe holds, to the satisfaction of his con-
stituents, than to manufacture material
wherewith to pack conventions, while in-
juring the public service forhis selfish ends.

WASTED SYMPATHY.

. A great deal of unnecessary gush has
been wasted over the fact that there are
several boys inthe State Prison. Ithas not
occurred to one of the papers and. persons
indulging in this cheap sentiment that
until they learn something of the character
of these boys they cannot form a rational
judgment about them. The truth' is that
age in these relations is net necessarily of
any significance. There are thousands of
boys of fifteen who are older in vice than
other thousands of men of thirty. There
may easily be boys of fifteen who are more
hardened and irreclaimable than half the
convicts of fortyin the State Prisons. To
say how old a criminal is really conveys
very littleinformation. . The presumption,
however, is, :that ? none .but incorrigible
young rascals would have been sent to the
State Prison, and we expect that the pre-
sumption is in? accordance with the facts.
Itis the veriest nonsense toexclaim against
the ? sending .of

"boys "--, to the ! State
Prison, on no other ground than that
they are boys. \u25a0\u25a0' The Industrial School and
the House of Correction at San Francisco
contain scores of quite.young boys who
are competent to . teach half \ the
old convicts at :San

'

Quentin new witfk-
edncss. The children of , the street
acquire , experience very ;rapidly,-j.Their
education is finished long before more for-
tunate boys are sent to college. And it is
the experience of all large prisons that
these boys are invariably the most refract-
ory ,and ;intractable of criminals. They
are far more recklesa than the men, more
mischievous, and less amenable to reason.
Their youth is no evidence to their char-
acter.';- Boys of this kind are for the most
part utterly .irreclaimable.? They take a
positive pride .in criminal careers. . ? They

have no higher ambition than to be a cele-
brated thief ;orT burglar or highwayman.
They are deaf to all tho ordinary means of
addressing embryo criminals. They are in
fact \u25a0 as "; completely veterans .in crime as
though they had •\u25a0 become ;gray init.T. To
denounce ,the sentencing * of;boys to the
State , Prison \withoutXknowing '. whether
this is the ;kind|of boys concerned, can
only bring ridicule and confusion upon our
gushing contemporaries. "\u25a0,' It;by no means
follows that all-boys are too.pure •to be
associated with adult felons. :In fact there
are many felons at San Quentin who would
have the most to fear from being associated
with many boys of.the' class we have de-
scribed.-T. .'.''."-;. '.j:.;,.:\u25a0- \u25a0 : \u25a0

THE COMMUNISM OF THE LAND ACT.

'.When we hear it laid.that J the farmers j
of Ireland would do wellnot toaccept the j
Land 'Act/and when it.is spoken of as an
imperfect and funsatisfactory

'
concession, '\u25a0

we;feel]itnecessary to point out that this j
law? is': the most ;revolutionary and ;com- |

munistic measure the worldhas seen dur- j
ing the Christian era. Itis;also proper to

state that there" is rothing like it in the
United Statas/ and? tbat it is based upon
principles '?, which, if pioposed \in,this|re-
public, would\u25a0\u25a0 be at for 2denounced ;as

striking at the v_.ry'lotto "of society. Our

Constitution expressly, prohibits the enact-
ment of any law impairing the obligations
of a

- contract, = :A copy of the IrishLand
a__fEStoii-- \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-.. \u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0:.-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0"::-. \u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0".\u25a0.-._. -\u0084<,:; .-.:\u25a0

Act would therefore be inadmissible here,
for,that:law does unquestionably impair
the obligation of contracts. In fact ]' it
wrests from the land-owner a large share
ofJ? his. ownership, and 7 undertakes to
fix for :him the :usufruct , of

"
his prop-

erty. The separation of ownership
and ? control ,has ':' here been carried
farther than.has [ever '-.been attempted in
the jUnited States, and the "onlyparallel
instance,* as regards the principle enun-
ciated, ? is \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 the '.Supreme . Court decision in
the Chicago ,Elevator cases.

'
:Destructive

as that \ ruling was" in;theory, however, it
has ;never been ;applied in practice, and
this is the great distinction between Ameri-
can and English communism. Mr. Glad-
stone has actually gone farther inpractice
than our Supreme Court. did in \u25a0 theory.
He has :denied .the,right of ownership in
land, and haa jcreated a Court which ap-
pears tohave for its principal object the
transformation of tenants \ into landlords,
and jof landlords intopaupers. ;,That this
desperate |remedy, which is very much
like ' blowing *;up' houses to stop a
conflagration, willhave the effect intend-
ed, we do not believe. Mr.Gladstone has
certainly shown his willingness to wrong
the Irish landlords for the sake of placat-
ing the Irish tenants, however, and itmay
wellbe asked, if this does not satisfy that
class, what wilL It is to be hoped that
when the tenant farmers have allgot their
rents lowered, the' tenant laborers willin
turn be permitted to take the benefits of
the Land Courts, and that thus the martyr-
dom of the land-owners jmay be repeated
on the grade next 'below:them, until the
same even-handed justice has' been dis-
tributed to allsides. |Tbe true test of the
Land Act, however, willnot come until a
fair.opportunity appears \u0084 for, ascertaining
its effect upon the value of land 'in Ire-
land.

' ' .-'*'•??"?; '"'".';
'.'.'\u25a0 '.'-'. | ; '\u25a0

—— _
' '.".

- -
BISMARCK.. \u25a0 .- :.. t..y:.y:r

y. Arumor of Bismarck's intention to re-
tire frompublic life comes very appropri-
ately to cap the intelligence of the German
elections. The votinghas gone against the
Chancellor's programme, and he finds him-
self with-an insufficient backing jin the
Reichstag. It is not the first time that
this has occurred to him, and each time he
has proposed the same course, though he
has never yet followed Iit. In doing this
he really manifests a sort ofsub-conscious-
ness that a Prime Minister under a parlia-
mentary government ought not to remain
in office after his party has been defeated
at the polls. A Minister who feels him-
self under obligation to try to govern
the country without a parliamentary ma-
jority ia from the very nature of the situa-
tioncertain to employ arbitrary methods.
Itis impossible to take a moietyof the par-
liamentary system and a moiety of the au-
tocratic system, and 'join the two together
in a working scheme. Either the parlia-
mentary 'requirement* will. overcome
the autocratic, or '"- the latter will get
rid of the parliamentary system.
Prince Bismarck is .always impelled
to the latter course when he is beaten at
the polls, but before he proceeds to govern
without a ministerial majority he always
offers to resign. .If he were taken at his
word, and if another German statesman
were permitted .to take his

-
place for a

time, - the jchange |would, we :think, be
equally beneficial to himself and his coun-
try..:As it is, he has grown into a belief
that he is necessary to jGermany as no in-
dividual however talented ever was neces-
sary to a country, and therefore he thinks
that allsystems and constitutions must give
way to this imperative requirement. Itis
no more probable

'
that he willretire now

than at any former time,' but it is truer
than it has been before that he has lost
ground in public confidence ;that his in-
trigues withRome have brought him only
loss ; and that his fantastic commercial
and fiscal experiments have both injured
the country and crippled him politically.
Under the circumstances therefore he has
a very difficultprospect before him, and a
more timidman might well think seriously
of final retirement at' such a dispiriting
juncture. . ,-T .. .. v.;-r'.?;?'?T?

THE VIRGINIA ELECTION.
The Readjustera have carried Virginia,

and the Mahone faction is in high feather.
The victory, however, is one of those which
are worse than [defeats. Ithas committed
the Republican Administration to the sup-
port of immoral and dishonest financial
doctrines. -"? It-

has shown the Republi-
can members of the United States Senate
in the most servile .partisan attitude. It
has justified the belief that Republican
leaders' arc just as- ready as the Democrats
to , trade off: principles for votes. The
presence of. such a man as Mahone in the
Senate must have a. distinctly mischievous
effect, moreover. When either chamber of
Congress is practically controlled by one
or twomen of slippery, principles, national
legislation degenerates into gambling, and
bribery is employed on both

'
sides with

scarcely an effort:at disguise. This sort
of situation has occurred before, and we
know what to :expect therefore. Allthe
consequences of the Virginia election,
indeed, _ threaten to be disastrous to the
morals of the Republican party, and though
political managers do not think much of
that kind of 2 injury, they would know,'
were they ;a Ilittle more faraighted, that
party supremacy is always ultimately a

question - of
-

superior morality. . Let the
Republican party sink as low in this re-
spect as its opponent has done, and the re-
sult may easily be a Democratic President
in 1884. :.So ,, far we see nothing in the
Virginia election to feel happy about.

DR. BOYNTON MAKESINCREDIBLE STATE-

MENTS.
A Kansas reporter appears to have ob-

| tamed from Dr. Boynton some statements
'

jconcerning the case of President. Garfield
|which the doctor willhave to repudiate
unless he is desirous of destroying his own
reputation. He is represented as saying
that .; the late President's wound was not
washed 'properly ;until the ? fifteenth day
after its infliction,;and • that pya-inia

'
was

the result of gross carelessness and negli-
gence en the part of Dr. Bliss. Now this
iis a charge ofmalpractice auch asGuiteau's
;counsel have been wishing for,but itis much
|more than a charge of malpractice against
', Dr. Bliss. \u25a0 It is equally directed against
Dr.*. A^new and Hamilton and iReyburn,
and it ia positively not credible that the'
first two of those gentlemen at least should

[have been consenting - parties to any such-
gross ;neglect :as :Dr. Boynton ialleges," or
jthat they,would:have allowed themselves
ito take on trust the condition of their pa.
itient. Infact we do not believe that there
|is one wordof truth in the statement made
[by Dr. Boynton, but weregard it as a sour,

\u25a0riious and malicious libel, which ought to
|damn the jerpetrator in the estimation of
allhonest ,'. men, and ;in the -

eyes 'of the
whole medical profession. \u25a0"*"

;?-- T" ';.-.. . ... -... .-. —
\u25a0

—' ——
.'•-

--; The Weekly Ukion J the 7 only paper
which employs fint ci^i. literary ability in
•writing original storitr. The next serial ttory
will,!be entitled I••TES XWAYSIOF'TEE
WOULD."

PRISON REFORM CONVENTION.

Continuation of \u25a0 the Proceeding? at \u25a0 San
\u25a0-\u25a0'yy '-';\u25a0 .'"Francisco;.' r ***;''..'.-.-':'-•_"

In the Prison .Convention, a paper pre-
pared by the State Prison Commission was
read. 'It recites that : . y
V-First Society is in some measure re-
sponsible for the ignorance .and iveakness
of parents as such. :'More should be done
to enlighten them inregard to their duties,
and to make them feefcheir responsibility
as parents to their children, to the world,
and to God. T ;..-" .".. ;., '"\u25a0
"\u25a0\u25a0 Second For not acting more completely
in locoparentis (in the !place of parents) in
the care of neglected children, and supply-
ing the protecting agencies and the means
of culture not provided by the parents, vTT,

Third For not keeping the young away
from improper places of resort, such as
those where jcorrupting amusements ;are
provided, where liquor is Bold, where evil
examples are presented, where bad habits
are contracted, and where they are ex-
posed to bad influences generally. T,

x Fourth For not making better provis-
ions for tbe industrial training of youth.- 'Fifth For not providing for more thor-
ough education of children, an • education
of the right

-sort, one jbetter caculated to'
fit tbem for the duties of respectable citi-
zenship. \u25a0 .y '•'-..'
, Sixth For.the J jfailure to provide and
put in operation means for the more effect-
ual suppression of gambling in allits forms.
,Seventh For the extravagance already

presented as one of the causes of crime. ,
iEighth failure tosecure the proper

enforcement .ofrr laws for jthe jsuppression
and punishment of crime. ?:\u25a0•*; »nU _&.,>•

Ninth— the lack of suitable refuges
and reformatories for children, youths and
young men. <•'-'• "'-'' '';"*/'"'

\u25a0> t-y-'r-y-r
'\u25a0 Tenth—For the" neglect tobuildproperly

constructed prisons, tointroduce into them
the right systems of discipline, to separate
prison management entirely from political
influences, to secure the selection of prison
and reformatory officers, with reference to'
their known fitness for jtheir fduties, iand
the retention of such, and only such, as
prove their qualifications for their,respect-'
ive positions, regardless of influences of
any kind and fromany source. rjt*"""\u25a0

\u25a0 Eleventh— Failure to provide jfor the
proper training of officers for prisons and
reformatories. .' "'.'.'.*.

Twelfth—For the existence and present
condition of the liquor traffic,. which all
acknowledge to be such a fruitfulsource of
crime. • ',' ...

G. H. Atkinson, of Oregon, contended
that grading of convicts would necessarily
interfere with the profits of prison labor ;
but itwould in the end prove profitable
to the State and beneficial to the prison
system. '-..',.'"

Areview of the Michigan system of pro-
vidingfor dependent and helpless children
was presented ]by C. B.Randall, of Mich-
igan. Thia system provides schools and
homes for children without protection.

'

Dr. F. D. Elliot, of Oregon, spoke in
commendation of the paper read by Mr.
Randall, and related his experience as Su-
perintendent of the Industrial School in
St. Louis, Mo.

Mrs. Laura De Force Gordon followedin
an argument favoring the investigation of
the causes of juvenile crime, and urged a
mose earnest support of institutions de-
signed to save children from contact with
crime. _

.v r

---
• .

Rev. Dr. Brigga read the declaration of
principles or platform|prepared jby the
State Prison Commission. The paper ad-
vanced a theory for the elevation of the
condition of prisoners. -Itdiscountenances
physical influence and advocates moral
suasion for the government of prisons.
Suggests that education should be com-
bined with industrial occupation to pro-
mote ,the welfare \u25a0of prisoners. Prison
discipline to be effective must secure the
co-operation of the convict, iThe extraor-
dinary inequality of the terms of service
was denounced. The indefinite term, sub-
ject to extension of the time, ia urged as
better than set terms of servitude. Polit-
icalappointment of prison employees was
deprecated as destructive of prison disci-
pline. The pardoning -power should be
more restricted ;Ithe Governor should be
required to report all pardons to the State
Legislature, and ,the •ireason |\u25a0therefor.
Care _- should be . taken that discharged
prisoners jare > aided to _ secure iwork on
their release; from prison. The archi-
tecture r and sanitary |regulation of :the
prison should be

-
all that • health and

science, require. The transportation of
prisoners to the State Penitentiary should
be by State officers instead of by Sheriffs.
The laws on.criminal insanity should be
revised so as to insure the care of criminal
lunatics, j Parents should be made par-
tially responsible for the support of their
children while in industrial houses and
places of reformation. Capital and labor
should combine to prosecute crime. Crimi-
nal capitalists should be prosecuted more
energetically than the mere operatives or
employes. Education in the State should
be made obligatory and compulsory. The
declaration of principles was very lengthy.

Dr. Levison favored a central head ofthe
department of justice as proposed in the
platform. He advanced the opinion that
all Boards or Commissions were mere
cloaks for wrong. He denounced the pres-
ent system of associating prisoners of all
kinds inthe same cells incity prisons.

C. A.Murdock read a paper on child,
saving institutions, and illustrated his sub-
ject witha historical sketch of the child-
saving institutions inNew York. Atleast
seventy per cent, of the children placed in
these reformatory institutions have been
saved fromlive3 of crime. Aquarter of a
millionof boys and girls have - been res-
cued by these institutions in New York
and Massachusetts alone 3,700 boys and
girls went .West to homes provided for
them. .,,Over 45,000 boys and girls have
been provided with homes in the West,
and not five per cent, have gone back to
lives of vagrancy and crime. By prevent-
ing vagrancy, these juvenile institutions
have cut off one of the main sources of
supply ofcrime.

Mr. Baker, the- Superintendent of tho
Boys' and Girls' Aid Society, explained the
theory and the benefit of arresting crime
in youth. He said this is the proper way
to save the city from hoodlumism and di-
minish taxation by the reduction of the
number of juvenilecriminals.

Governor Perkins explained in relation
to former remarks as to Judges who pe-
titioned him to pardon criminals, that he
did not refer. to Judges of the Supreme
Court, but when he said they were Judges
receiving $6,000 salary, he referred to late
District Judges.

Chancellor C. Hartsou read a paper upon
the

"
Duty of the State to neglected chil-

dren and youth, and the beat modes of pre-
venting the creation of youthfulcriminals."

Mrs. Cooper delivered an address upon

the subject of •'."Kindergartens.". The
kindergarten is a preventive of crime.
TheIkindergarten child is taught to be
good, . kind, moral ? and industrious. The
childis the principal factor of this nation ;
the. hope of the world is its children.
We da not begin soon enough with our
little:children. Her argument was that
if the State would devote .more time and
money to the establishment of homes for
neglected little children, and giving them
trades and kind, moral training,

-
there

would be less use for jails,; scaffolds and
criminal_Courts. \u25a0 . 77r2yy27

The Rev. Dr. Piatt read 7. a paper on
"Crime and ItsCauses." lie argued that
the character of a man was determined by
the > character .of his bonne associations.
The unconvicted criminal;has hope,
convict none. Society is. ever afterward
his unappeasable enemy ;. it never forgets
or forgives the crime. Once a convict,
always a convict. Tlse speaker argued
that the worldwouldnever readmit a. eon-"
vict back \u25a0to respectaj&ility. The coavict
thus shunned willnaturally seek associates
who willreceive hira;these lead hia,back
to- erirae. What inmercy should the State
do for such wretches !Provide him a horns.
Society should take care of what society
has disgraced.

TO AGENTS.
jgr*"*Ifcrv-wimi \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 mtfg^r~r-^«\u25ba fflWM»nB»;-j&3!,
..large extra editions of the issues of the Weekly

Union and the daily Record-Union*, containing the
opening chapters of the new serial story, to be com-
menced November Ist,.willbe printed. -? Back num-
bers of the paperscontaining the story fromits com-
mencement can therefore bo had at any time during
Its publication

'I.iA detachment of.' the Fourth .Regiment,'
U. S. A., while en routeIEast had a free
fight r among ithemselves

-
at Colfax. 'One

private was ashed with \a
'sword,* others

were
'bruised, • window-glasses were :shat-

tered, and
-
more ;damage .would=have re-

sulted ifoutsiders had not interfered,

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL.
'

The Alert Boat Club, of Vallejo,is toproduce tin?play of
"

Frou Frou.- -. •;.... _...-.\u25a0.-. ._ Mrs. H.Slut, of Oakland, is visiting her brother,
Edwin Meese, in this city.

\u2666_. k
lb*?

'
Latin 'eft yesterday for San Francisco,to bo absent some ten days.

fnri»Tk7££" ' of A'ameda, has declared himselffor \u0084 the best man
"

for Governor.

IfcSn^^^^ d,dite "*
An^on^in^a^ySd^ 10"1^

**"
-Robt. Murray, of Washington, Yolo county hastaken up his permanent residence at lienS

A.S. Hopkins is being named by many friend* ___»

Ward
- *°°

X Dlrectflr ' '*™ the Fourth
A. A.Van Voorhies Is prominently talked of as a

fitman for the office of School Director from theThird Ward.
\u0084 Miss May French, of Red Bluff,has gone for a few
weeks' visit to San Jose, San Francisco, Oakland and
other places. •-—.-/.-.<j

Hamilton Smit"-, Jr., President of the Miners'Association, is stopping in town, with rooms at the
UnionHotel. ;......

-
-G. W. King and G. \u0084W.,W.Calhoun, of New York
and W. F. Holman, of jWcstSeld, Mass., are regis!
tered in the city. ; \u0084

*

Lieutenant-Governor Mansfield, of 1,-* Angeles,
is a pronounced candidate for the Republican nom-
ination for Governor.
;. There were ninety-one couples present at the ballglv»nby Biggs Lodire. A.O. C. W., inButte Hall,
Biggs station, last Friday evening.

'

Mrs. Isaac Koffeland Mrs.D. Harris, of Arbuckle,
Colusa county, are paying a visit to Sacramento
county a? the guests of Mis. L.Levy. *

J. H White, of Sacrament.., passed Newhall upon
the Southern Pacific last ievening, toarrive here to-
day ;also F. J. Woodward, of Stockton.. The ladles ofFort Jones, in view of the diphtheria
prevailing |in:Scott |Valley, have postponed theCatholic Fair at tbat place until further notice.

Mrs. A:N. Towne, Miss Evelyn Towne and Miss
Hattle P. Rice, of San Francisco, are among thepassengers toarrive from the East this morning. '

C. Dresser, of Sacramento ;S. Hagerty, of Co-lumbia, Ca! and 'E.IReunion, of Red Bluff, will
arrive from the East by the overland train this
morning. )-- i\u25a0\u25a0' \u25a0-—

-
) 1-*-

- ...-.-..-
Charles J, Robinson, artist, has just returned

from a three months' stay in Yosemite Valley. He
contemplates making Sacramento his home during
the coming winter. , ;.:__\u25a0. -\u25a0'\u25a0 :.-._.-* Mr.Cowan, the Fort Jones school teacher, arrived
In Vreka Monday, the school at the Fort having
been closed onaccount of diphtheria prevailing in
the vicinitjand in town.- E. F. White, ex-Sheriff of this county, and at
present Coiner in the United States Mintat San
Francisco, came np yesterday to visit bis old home
and friends and willreturn to-morrow morning.

Geo. W. Dixon, J. K.Byrne, W. H. Roden, R. A.Diver, W. C. Savage, E. A. Hubbard, HamiltonSmith, Jr., Miss E. O. Mm!, rr, "J. J. Gates, E. F.
White, T. Morse, P. Jacobson, W. C. Townsend, J.
H. Stebbiust of San Francisco, were in the city yes-
terday.

At Oroville tho ladies of the Bono Omnium Club
spread aNew England dinner in Judge Lolls build-
ing Saturday afternoon. The dinner was well pat-
ronized, and the pork and beans, brown bread, applesauce, pumpkin and mince pies disappeared early in
tbe af.erncon.

Hon. Paul Shirley, of Contra Costa county, is
understood tobe aDemocratic candidate for Secre-
tary of State, and genial and positive Frank Thomp-
son, of this city, says he willbe elected, because
why! Frank is going to support him "and don't
you forget it."

Hon. Grant Ousy, Delegate to Congress from Ari-
zona, left for Washington on Tuesday. Congress-
man Ousy, at h:s home in Florence, has been
maturing measures for the removal of the Apaches
from Arizona, and will make a special effort to
secure proper Congressional legislation to that end.

There has been organized inPlymouth, Amador
county, with W. J. -Mcliee as President, a literary
society, to be conducted in connection with a peo-
ple's free reading room. The society gives a literary
and
'
musical entertainment Friday evening, No-

vember ISth, for the benefit of their new under-
taking. '

\u25a0 Judge Charles J. Folger, the new Secretary of the
Treasury, was born in an old-fashioned wooden
house in Nantucket. His ancestors were men of
education— some of them men of remarkable learn-
ing, scientific and mechanical skill. Abiali Folder,
an aunt, many times removed, of the aew Secretary,
was the mother of Benjamin Franklin.

The people of Glenwood, Santrf Cruz county, en*
Joyed apleasant party nt the Pavilion on Saturday
evening, to which the whole neighborhood turned
out in force. The t'ance platform, which is partly
open now, is tobe boarded up at once and prepara-
tions made foranother grand ball, which willprob-
ably be given there on Thanksgiving.

Among those in the city yesterday were :A. L.
Harris and wife, Idaho ;John Hoye, Walker river ;
li.C.Halsey, Chico;S. M.Webster and son, Grizzly
Flat; Wm. Sheridan, Lacuna; James Renwick, Co-
sumnea ;L.1). Marks and C. E. Merrill, Placerville ;
Mrs. Wilson, Penrj-n ; big. Korse, Franklin ;Mrs.
W. T. Wilson, Elk Grove ;Charles Travers, Mendo-
cino county ;E. V.Spencer, Susan vi] ;.John C.
Thompson, Woodbridge; E. Gildmasher, Santa
Clara ;and Wm. M.Billups, Colusa. v;

-
Asraffling has become odious and unpopular at

church fairs, where 500 chances are sometimes sold
in raffles of 60 or 100 chances, the following new
wrinkle is considered a great improvement, because
you don't hare to go itso blind as inaraffle :The.
ladies write their names and weight on slips of
paper, and the gentlemen draw the slips, each
taking the lady whose name he has drawn tosup-
per, and paying half a cent per pound according to
the wjight of his partner. Of course the ladies will
not over estimate their avoirdupois.

The Bric-a-Brac Club held ameeting at the resi-
dence ofDr. W. A. Hugbson, Seventh and Nstreets,
last evening. On this occasion honorary members
were especially invited, and a number were pres-
ent. The assembly was quite large and the evening
proved a very enjoyable one. Mrs. J. 11. Lewis and
Norton Bush made new art exhibits of paintings in
oil, seven pieces. Miss Griffin, piano; Mr. Ball,
violin;and Mr. Cooper, flute, played a trio. Mrs.
E. B. . Mott, Jr., gave a vocal solo ;Miss Lucy
O'Brien, a reading ;Mr. Cooper, a flute solo ;Mrs.
Hughson, a reading ;and the trio playing first gave
another selection on the same instruments. The
hosts entertained the company with an excel-
lent luncheon during the evening. After the
regular exercises the company descended from its
gravitysomewhat and engaged inintellectual amuse-
ments that were wittyand included all present In
the exercise.

At Tioneer Halllast evening the members of Par-
lorNo. '_, Native Sons of the Golden West, assem-
bleIfor the purpose of receiving a banner which
lady friends had notified them they desired to pre-
sent. F. D. Ryan, President, called toorder. An
ode was sung, when Miss Winnie Ryan and Miss
Ella Bout.wi11, representing the donors, stepped for-
ward and Miss Ryan presented the Parlor "with an
elegant double silk banner, on one side red, with _
design of the grizzly bear and the letters

"
Sacra-

mento Parlor, No. 3, N. S. G. W." The reverse
was of white silk, with aninscription givingthe date
of the organization of the Parlor. The banner
is hung withheavy gold bullion and mounted on a
staff surmounted by an eagle resting ona globe.
At either end of the upper bar is a miner's pick and
shovel. The whole made a very handsome and ap-
propriate marching banner, five feet and six inches
in length and four feet in width. Miss Ryan's ad-
dress was neat and fitting,and the President appro-
priately responded. A quartet then sang a glee.
The company then adjourned to Pioneer Hall, hero
the Parlor had announced to give aballin honor of
its lady friends. There was present a large com-
pany, and the result was a most enjoyable and ad-
mirably managed social party. The Comma tee of
Arrangements consisted of Clarence E. Parker,
William Fawcctt, Walter Hart, George M.
Woodburn, Herbert W. Taylor, John T. Stafford,
and Henry McCann, Jr. Among the guests of the
Order present were Grand Secretary Henry Lun-
stedt, cf San Francisco, and Clark Howard, cf Par-
lor No. 9, Placerville.

JAPAN ADVANCING.

A Constitutional Form of Government
—

;The Silk Guild. ..,'
The City of Peking arrived at San Fran-

cisco from Hongkong and Yokohama Thurs-
day evening. On October 12th the Mikado
of Japan issued the following proclamation :

IMPERIAL DECREE.
We, sitting on tbe throne which has beei occu-

pied by our dynasty for over 2,500 years, and now
exercising, in our own name and right, all the
authority and power transmitted to ua byour an-
cestors, have long had itin view gradually to estab-
lish » constitutional form of Ooveminent, to the
end that our successors on the throne may be pro-
vided witha nil*lor their guidance.
Itwas with this object Inview tint,.in the eighth

year ifJleiji,we established the Senate, and in the
eleventh year of Meijiautbi-.rired the formation of
Local Assemblies, thus laying the fornication for the
gradual reforms which we contemplated. These,
our acts, must convince .you, our subjects, of our
determination in this respect from tlu beginning.

Systems of government differ in different coun-
tries, but sudden

which

unusual cannot be

cts, must convince you. our subjects, of our
tuinati"n in this respect from th* beginning.
terns of government differ iiidifferent coun-
but sudden and unusual changes cannot be

made without great inconvenience.
_. Our ancestors In heaven watch our acts, and wo
recognize our responsibility to for the faithful
discharge of our high duties, ina_jc«dance with'the
principles and the perpetual increase of the glory
they hare bequeathed us.

- •"
We therefore hereby declare that we shall, in the

23d year of illiji,establish a Parliament, in order
tocarry into fulleffect the determination we have
announces! ;and we charge our faithful subjects-
bearing our commissions to make, in the meantime,
all ir_.rf.fc-j-r.ir>- preparations to that end.

With regard to the limitations upon tho Imperial-
prerogative and the constitution of the Parliament,
weshall decide hereafter aud shall make proc!_inia-
tion in due time.
; We perceive that the tendency of our people is to.
advance too rapidly, and without that thought and
consideration which alone can make progress cirrir-.--
ing, and wo warn onr subjects, high and low, to be
mindful of onr will,and that those who

'may advo-
cate sadden and violent changes, thus disturbing
the peace of our realm, will fall under our _____*\u25a0

pleasure. '
''

\u25a0

' -
'_?

We expressly proclaim this to our subject?. ? •
Bycommand of His Imperial Sajcsty.

(Signed) SANJO SAS'ETOM!^
First Minister of 's_-_*e.

12th dsv, 10th nv>ntb,l4th year of Jleiiv (Octo-
ber 12, 1531.)I

command ol HisImjwrialMajesty.
(Si-nt.l) SAN.Irj SASETOML,.

First Minister of
-

1. <hv, 10th nvvr.th.l4th year of Mei',v (Octo-

IHE SILK GUILD.

The .' Japanese Silk Guild ha» sworn to
observe the fallowing articles : .. 1. The memkers of this Unior slvill;have no di-
rect transactions with foreign merchants ;neither
shall they sell any si'k goods whatsoever to any
persons whora they may judge tobe factors or em-
ploy dispatched by the foreign vorchants in their
ownor other person!,' names.
H 2.- The members of this Unto*, shall neither sell
their goods, intrust them ;for sale t_», nor deposit
them in pledge with, any perSMi not an associate of
the Iteogo Ki-itoNi-adzukar* jo."\u25a0-.-.-

--3. As a testimony of association with this I'nloa
and of a solemn obligation, to observe its articles,
each member shall append his name and affixhis
seal to this document.

- And if any member cf lbs
Union violate any one of th so articles, the remain.
ing members will abstain not only from all commer-
cial dealirgs, but als t from all personal intercourse
withhim. -«--'-,--:'. '--i'-- -.-.\u25a0\u25a0_." \u25a0-'-\u25a0:-\u25a0 ly."'"-..-

-
\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0'•."•

:? (Here follow"the signatures and reals of faity-fUs
merchant".) --*--«\. -'- • —

'.' '\u25a0:"• • -_ \u25a0'.

Dated October -SBI.IISBSiSsSSS3S,.
V. A faimer jat -;San <.Rafael, thisIseason, '\u25a0

1aised eighteen pounds of j»Qtato:s ? from 51
ringleplant.

THE aAILYaECORD-UyiOy. 1
S-aTUt'-AW ...KOVEMBE-g I^l-lMj

Meteorological Obiter aliens -Taken jat
Each Station at tin* Same Moment.

atCRAKS-rro, November 11, 1881—8:02 r.n. '-.
\u25a0 5 or*

_
s » ?i ? s

>i' pii 35. C 83.° •—..J .__. .£• .
. po?;.; fa ? ?!•§\u25a0 :

°
a '? ''S£rpo :SL J "'.F-d \u25a0 c=i 3 i~

O'vmpia...... 29.98 ilW. 16 Brisk.. 0.25 Lt.F.iin
Portland..... 30.08 63 /S. 6 Fresh.. 0.02 Fair :,

iRose liurjr... 30.25 54 '•:\u25a0 S. Gentle .... Cloudy.
Red810f1..... 30.23 48 Calm Calm.. ...*. Clear
Sacramento.. 30.25 53 Calm Calm.. ....Clear
8 Francisco. 30.26 55 N.W. 8 Freab.. .... Clear

"
Vlsalia 30.22 44 N. Gentle. ....Clear
Los Angeles. 30.17 63 N. E Gentle. .... Clear.
San Diego. \u25a0\u25a0 30.12 58 < N. Gentle. .... Clear

. Maximum temperature, 65; minimum, 41.
"-Kiver above low-water mark. 6 ft.10in-"i,ii|• *-•*

\u25a0-...\u25a0 . ,JAMES A. BAR WICK, ...--.
\u0084...' . \u0084

Sergcint, Signal Corps, P. S. A.

THE T"WEEKLY ?UfiIOH": ,
Of last week was shown by the indices published

last Saturday morning to contain over 1,500 dis-
tinct articles.'-: But that was only an average num-

ber. Frequent numbers surpass it, in variety and'
importance. The new serial story now running In
the Weekly Uniou is developing in interest, and
promises to be not only deeply entertaining, bat is
profoundly philosophical \u25a0 and

'
instructive, and in

jmore ways than one (rives an insight into "The
Ways of the World." The Weekly Usioh Is Issued
in two parts each week, each of eight pages, and
the whole Is.mailed, post-paid, to any address for
one year for $2 50. Its subscription .list is con-
stantly enlarging, and every day. the verdict is re-
peated,

"
Itis tbe best familypaper on the coast,"


