
THE WEEKLY UNION

la a paper of special value. Itis issued in semi-
weekly. parts, cich of ci-flit page*, and appears
Wednesdays and Saturday,. Itia thus the freshest
H't-klypaper on the coast, and the only one which

goes out to it:readers twice a week. Itis a.journal
of the highest character tor newa, literary rrrerit,

and general information. ItcmiUins all the special
dcpartmetU of the DiiLT BmwD-Usioir, and is,
without exception, the best family newspaper on

the PaciSc coast. The W ekklv CTKIOH is mailed
post paid for$2 Mper year. rSi'-^i

THIS MORNING'S NEWS.

In Sew fork Government bonds are quoted at
SuOitar«oll9o7; US! fur ;1013 for ;ster-
ling, 81 SIJSU Ssj :silver bar*,1123.

Silvtr in London, 5114-16 d; consols, 100 5-16 d;

•5-percent. Crated States bonds, extended, 105;Is,

1204, :4}s,USJ.
• InSan Fraaes» half dollars are quoted at $ dis-
count to par; Mexican dollars, 92J<g93c.

Mining s-Ucks wtre a little better in Sin Fran-

cisco yesterday, and nearly all tho Comstock
descriptions showed a small advance.

FarmeM who pay their rent in Ireland continue
to b3 fire 1npon by concealed parties.

Lmon, \u25a0-. Mi Lo don Daily TtUgraph, has

bo'.'-h: the Duke of Westmiitster'g estate far ciiX),-

--00.

Xheimbetile asylum near Columbus, 0., was de-
troyed bjtiro y
The Chicago Health Dvp.--.rtn-.ent is using every

effort against tii spread nl small-pox in that city.
The Brititbbazk Jtord, from Hull to San Fran-

i3co, has heen burned at &ea.

The population of the United States bast been de-
terxinod to be50,155,7£5 .. :i'Vv:-v:;:,;

The Ibiev a who stole the registered letters in
London Thur*.'a.y night got away withabout £100,-
--000 worth of iia.r.on Is.

The funeral at .Mrs. Edwin IVothtook place In
Chi igo ye ter Iiv, add was attended by an iuimc; se
cone nun of people.

la norther.. Minnesota yesterday the thermometer
marked a* below zero.

P. finny shot biauself three times at Clover,

dale yesterday, but failed to inflicta fatal wound.
TlicBrit -:. ship Edith Lome, which went ashore

near Astoria, Or., if* B.JII to be a total loss.
The Bond*; law is being vigorously enforced in

Monterey comity.
Firo at lathrop, Sad Joaquiu county.
Fifteen thousand young salmon arrived at Wat-

souville yesterday, to be distributed among ths
streams in that vicinity.

Rev. Benjamin R. Johnson died suddenly cf heart
disease at Xapa yesterday."

Printing is to be one of the branches taught in
the San Jose Huh School.

Chile has ratified the boundary treaty with the
•Argentine Republic.

The Dixon-Allen libel case at San Jose will go
to the jury about noon to-day.

Trouble is anticipated with striking miners at
\u25a0Canneltown, W. Va.

An express package containing 5-3,000 was stolen
y-.-3i.er.Jay at Grayling, Mich.

Some of the prominent Boston banks are in finan-
cial trouble.

At Auburn yesterdar the trial of the train-wreck
-era was adjourned untilMonday.

W. C. Moody was seriously injured by a fall at
Stockton yesterday.

There is telephone connection now between Stock-
ton and Union Island, a distance of 13 miles.

The trial by Court-martial of Dandy Jim, the In-
dian chitf, willbe concluded at Fort Grant, A.T.,
today.

A clergyman is on trial at Halliard, Tularc coun-
ty,for publishing obscene literature.

A. M.Anderson is on tri-.1 at Clay Center, Neb.,
Cor poisoning S. J. Johnson. .

Trains are delayed on the Union Pacific Railroad
\u25a0bfemnr."' '\u25a0:\u25a0

The real estate transactions at Portland, Or., this
Wcei, amounted to $33,160.

The business failures in the United States this
week number 123, against 147 last week.

Emperor William has so far recovered as to be
at.ii!to drive out.

The Count of Logono has been assassinated in
Cuba, causing his widow to become insane.

At Albuquerque, N. M., Wednesday night, John
Buddell was fatally shot by aman named Kelly.

Track-laying has begun on the Georgia Pacific
Railway. :

Inthe recent Pennsylvania election, Bailey plu-
rality forState Treasurer was 6,864.

Ithas been decided in Court at Montreal that the
Orange Society is illegal.
.Fire at Hopkinton, Mass.; Halifax, N. S.; Ennif-

killen, O:;t.; Conshohocken, Pa.
S. Dodge, a wealthy and prominent citizen,

drowned himself Thursday at Waupun, Wls.
Agambler known as

"
Bodie" Smith fatally shot

H. F.Patterson at Woodland yesterday morning.
George Green was found dead in one of the streets

ofMaryaville yesterday.
Yesterday's proceedings in the

"
debris case" will

be found this morning upon the last page.
In the Guileau trial at Washington yesterday

several exciting scenes took place, and Seoville,

counsel for the prisoner, made a public announce-
ment that the defense mthe case would be insanity.

Attention is directed to-day to the superior qual-
ityof the matter contained in the inside pages of

the Rkuohd-U-.ion.

WANTED—A CHRISTMAS STORY.
The Record-Union willpa} fiftydollars (SSO) r

the beat Christmas Story, not less than ten nor
more than fifteen columns in length. To assist
competitors in gauging the length of their composi-
tions, we may as well state that a column of the
'type in which '.he story is to be set contains about
1,600 words, and that a le^al folio contains 100-
words. Those who wish to compete for the prize

"willbe free to choose their own subject and to place
their stories wherever they please. The stories
must be delivered at the Rbcord-Umox office by the

15th of December, in order to allow sufficient time
for their examination. This is a good opportunity
(or aspirin? authors who feel that they would be
the better for a little extra pocket-money at Christ-

•mas.

THE GUITEAU TRIAL.

As the trialproceeds Guiteau's behavior
appears to become more eccentric, but
though superficial observers insist on in>
aginina that he is only following a con-
certed plan in these methods, there is
really no warrant for any such conclusion.
The fact is that the man's whole history
shows him to be wanting inmental balance.
He is certainly not insane in the sense of
beingirresponsible, but as certainly he isnot

sane in the sense that Judge Cox is sane.
The circumstances inwhich he now finds
himself are wellcalculated tomake a much
better balanced man nervous and excitable,

and therefore he is probably more demon-
strative than usual. But he has thus far
neither said nor done anything which a

skilledalienist wouldaccept for a moment

as proof of insanity. He is a man of in-
ordinate conceit, and itis this conceit which
is manifesting itself now. He thinks that
he is better able to conduct his case than
Scoville or Robinson are. He wants to
direct them in everything, and willbrook
no opposition. Allthis is evidence of an
ill-balanced mind, bat it is not insanity.
f.n fact the more we see of Guiteau the
more firmlywe are convinced that he is

•<£aita sane enough to be hanged.

THE RIFT WITHIN THE LUTE.

The recent political contest inthe State
of Virginiais regarded by those Republi-
cans who are mere partisans as a triumph
for their party. Such as these do not look
before them, nor do they ask what prin-
ciples have been established so long as a
party success is assured. But the Virginia
election is on* of those pivotal events

which change the attitude of parties, for it
involves the committal of the Republican
party to the doctrine of repudiation. Of
this unfortunately there can be no doubt,

howevsr partisan journals may try to ob-
scure the fact. The debt of Virginia was
contracted before the war, and it represents

sums expended honestly and profitably in
internal improvements of various kinds.
When the State of West Virginia was
created out of a part o! Virginia,one-third
of the original dubt was charged to the
new State as her share of the obligation.
There remained a debt of nearly (33,000,.
000, which Virginia lawfully owed, and
which it v»a3 her duty as an honest
State to pay. The Mahone party, or
Read] listers, as they call thenibelves, have
undertaken to repudiate .*!3,000,000 of
this aniounr, and propose to pay no more
than 620,000,000. There 13 no excuse for

this. Itis uot pretended that any part of
the debt v.as unlawfully or dishonestly

contracted. It was not the result of
"carpet-bag" government. It was in all
respects as binding an obligationas could
txist. The Mahcne faction, embracing
nearly all the negroes, whose ignorance is
their excuse, and a great many whitemen
who know better, has now carried the
State on tho distinct basis of this repudia-
tion programme; and it has achieved this
success mainly by the open and pronounced
assistance of the Administration. Itis this

which constitutes the sinister significance
of the event. Had Mahone relied upon hiß
own resources, and had he by adroit dem-
ago^!Bm succeeded in capturing his State,
the fact wouldhave been matter for regret,
but it would not have committed the Re-
publican party to the doctrine of repudia-
tion.

This has been don3avowedly for ths
purpose of breaking the "solid South,"
and itmay have that effect. Bat that it
willhave other aud much more disastrous
consequences cannot be doubted by those
who weigh the influence of such indorse-
ments of principles as it requires to be
weighed. The Republican party has had
the high honor of conducting the country
thus far safely and creditably through very
dangerous financial straits. Only a party
standing as firmly for honest finance as it
has done could have withstood the success-

ive waves of repudiation sentiment which
have passed over the country at short
intervals ever since the close of the re-
bellion. The dishonest elements have dur-
ing the paat fifteen years been Protean in
their metamorphoses. They have as-

saulted the Treasury, now inone disguise,
anon in another, always pretendicg a

special regard for the interests of the peo-
ple. They have tried every conceivable
trick to circumvent the guardians of the
national credit and honor. Uudei the pre-
tense of reforming the currency, under the
pretense of relieving the people from the
burdens of taxation, under a score of
equally specious pleas, they have returned
to the attack, only to be beaten off igno-
miniously. But the national debt is not
yet discharged, and there still remains
enough of itto tempt the came dishonest
elements, ivhile for the first time the Re-
publican party finds itself facing in the
same direction with the advocates of re-
pudiation.
Itis idle to say that the Virginia exam-

plewillgo no further. The men who have
been most active there know too wellto
what nses the precedent they have created
can be turned. And some of them are al-
ready on record as favoring national as well
as state repudiation. At the late election a
man was elected Governor of Virginia who
years ago expressed himself as follows on

this subject: "As to the full and final
"payment of the present enormous na-"

tional debt, he that knows the American"
people and their utter deficiency in the

"high qualities of truth and integrity,"
knows that such an expectation is an

"idiot's dream. For ourselves, we Bhall
"rejoice when the crash comes. It is a"

debt contracted in the prosecution of an

"infamous and unnecessary war." After
the passage of the Riddleberger bill,which
embodies the repudiation scheme, the At-
torney-General of Virginia declared that he

was in favor of
"

the vigorous application
"of the principle of readjustment to the"

national debt." And that is what ra-

tional men must apprehend that it will
come to. The Virginia campaign was the
insertion of the thin end of the wedge.
To secure a purely partisan victory the Re-
publican leaders have thus committed the
party to a doctrine which traverses its
whole record, and which threatens to frus-
trate its future endeavors to protect the
national honor.

This is indeed a sacrifice of substance
for shadow. For what use is the Republi-
can party save as it can help the country,
or how can itcontinue to have a reason for
existence if once itis committed to the eide
of her worst enemies ? For the moment
shallow partisans may rejoice over the
management which has enabled them to
break the ranks of the "solid South," but
the victory has been purchased at the sac-
rifice of that which was better worth pos-
sessing than all the South put together.
ARepublican party which indoreea repudi-
ation cannot expect to retain the support
of those who joined itbecause itwas firm
against that very infamy. *The rank-and-
file who have no axes to grind will not
regard this shameful abandonment of
principle as a lightmatter. Itis no longer
'possible to reproach the Democrats with
being double-faced and supple and time-
serving. Republicans have excelled them
at their own favorite strategy, and the Re-
publican party is dishonored by the base
demagogy. This Virginia election is the
"riftwithin the lnte," and it will spread.
Henceforward there is no party in the
United States which has a clear record on
repudiation, and that one fact willencour-
age the dishonest elements to renewed
audacity, and may be said almost to render
effective defense against them impossible.
Decidedly the Virginia election is a bad
business.

SEAMEN'S WAGES.
Mr.C. T. Hopkins has read a paper before

the San Francisco Social Science Associ-
ation, in which, among many very foolish
and crude ideas, we find the suggestion
thst the prjctioe of eiving three months'
advance rgist . •-.i.ouldbeßtopped.

This is a good suggestion, though not per-
haps for the reason Mr. Hopkins would
give. The truth is that the custom ofgiving
advanced wages to seamen is one of the
most powerful supports of a system of
virtualslavery, of which the seaman is the
victim. On going ashore the seaman is
instantly pounced upon by the sailor board-
ing-house keepers ; a class of wretches
who liveby robbery, and who are a curse
to every port they infest, throughout the
civilized world. They have bo titleto be
regarded as decent or law-abiding citizens.
Their bnsiness consists in chicanery and
swindling of the vilest kind. They first
make their victims drunk. Then they
fabricate heavy charges against them.
Then they take them before the Shipping
Commissioner, Ehip them, and obtain the
advance note, out of which they perhaps
provide five or six dollars worth of cloth-
ing. Now the average trip of a sea going
vessel between ports does net exceed three
monthp, and thus it often happens that
poor Jack is "working a dead horse" all
the time. He is in fact told into slavery
by the boarding- honse keepers, and when
he makes the port for whichhe was shipped
the chances are he has nothing, or next to
nothing, /coming to him. He is injured
by the greed ot the villainous boarding-
house keepers inanother way. Frequently
they put him on board a ship without any
outfit at all. Iv that case he must have
recourse to the

"
slop-chest

"
kept by the

captain, and as the latter expects to make

a handsome prcfi1;on his investment, the
seaman has to pay four prices forhis boots,
sou'wester, dungaree clothing, oilskins and
tobacco, and so again his wages are de-
pleted. The custom of paying three
months' wapes in advance is most emphati-
callyagainst the interest of the sailor, in
fact. Itis btncficial to the rascally board-
ing-house keepers alone, and Jack ought to
be protected against these voracious land-
sharks. But the seaman has no protection
anywhere. Iln is given over

—
he gives

himself over
—

an easy prey to the thieves
of allkinds and both sexes that lie in wait
for him from the moment his ship lets go
her anchor untilhe signs articles and goes
aboard on hi3next voyage. It is the in-
difference of governments to the welfare of
the seafaring class that has so degraded it
of late years. Good teamen are becoming
harder to find every year. The truth is
that no man witha £iuir. of self-respect or
ambition can put up with the atrocious
treatment to which they are subjected,
both afloat and ashore. Indeed, if the
present state of affairs lasta much longer it
is possible that shipowners willhave to
man their vessels with Chinese. Such a
change would have at least one salutary
consequence. It would prove the ruin of
the present class cf Eailor boardiug-houEe
kespers.

GAMSETTA'S POLICY.
Gambetta, inhis speech to the Chamber

of Deputies defining his policy, has given
ample assurance of a peaceful and enlight-
ened course. Itis true that he does not
hold out a very distinct hope of speedy
reductions in the naval and military ap-
propriations, for his declaration of a pur-
pose to seek "without impairing the de-
fensive power of France, the be3t method
"of relieving in the land and sea"

forces the burdens of the country,"
does not furnish this promise. If the
defensive potrer of France is not
to be impaired, neither will the army
and navy be reduced. Gambetta, how-
ever, does undertake "to maintain with"

firmness order at home, and with dignity
"fromabroad," and this certainly sounds
very reassuring. His general outline in-
deed is comprehensive and and satisfactory.
He indicates a purpose to maintain the
supremacy of the State over the religions
orders; a purpose which his choice of M.
Paul Bert forMinister of Public Instruc-
tionand Worship has indeed sufficiently
emphasized. He proposes to

"
entirely

"relieve the financial burdens urjon agri-
culture," which statement willbe received
by the farmers with enthusiasm, no doubt.
He wishes

"
to fixby treaties an economic

"regime of various industries," whichmay
be interpreted as meaning reciprocity with
England. And he seeks "to give a greater
"impulse to the means of production,
"transportation and exchange, acd the pro-"

motion of social thrift;" which suggests
railroad and savings-bank legislation and
currency reform. There is only one point
wherein he touches upon a delicate sub-
ject in rather a dubious way. Itis where
he says: "The Government has testified
"to its desire to place, by constitutional
"laws, one of the essential powers of the
"State in more complete harmony with
"the democratic nature of our society."
The tendency to interfere with the second
chamber is one which all young dem-
ocracies have experienced. It is natural
and perhaps unavoidable, yet it is a
very dangerous tendency. The upper
chamber is always liable to become
unpopular, whether it is ultra-con-
servative or not. In such a gov-
ernment as that of England its princi-
ple is hampered by the fact that itis arbi-
trarily composed. France has avoided
that embarrassment, but she is not the less
inclined to bringher second chamber more
under popular control, and in this she is
proceeding unwisely. Such a body, to
be of any use, must bo virtually independ-
ent. Itmust be as far removed from the
people as the American Senate is. Itmust
be beyond the possibility of coercion. If
itis wanting in any of these qualifications
it will eventually become a mere adjunct
of the popular chamber, and when itbe-
comes necessary to put on the brake, it
willbe discovered that there no longer
exists any such mechanism. A popular
second chamber wouldbe a distinct menace
to the republic, and Gambetta should com-
prehend thia.

WILLIAM RATHBONE GREG.

William Ilathbone Greg, whose death
the telegraph announced, recently, was a
writer who made hia mark broad and deep
upon the thought of the English-speaking
peoples. He was a frequent contributor to
the Pall Mall Gazette, but his reputation
rests upon his published works, which
are full of advanced ideas, set in a very
powerful style. Perhaps the book of his
which has attained the widest circul«tion
is that entitled "The Creed of Qhristen-
dora : Its Foundations and Superstruct-
ure ;" in which he examined the Chris-
tian religion in a very temperate and

friendly but at the same time acute and
convincing way. This book has been re-
published in the United States, and has

found an ever-increasing sale for several
years past His other works were "The

"
Enigmas of Life;"a singularly thought-

fal and suggestive inquiry into those ques-

tions which every man has at some time
pondered, regarding the reasons of existing

anomalies in life;
"

Rocks Ahead, or the

Warnings of Cassandra,
"

a volume inwhich
he endeavored to point out the com-
mercial and manufacturing dangers of his

native country, arising from foreign
rivalry and the spread of socialistic doc-
trines among the working classes ; and a
volume on

"
Mistaken Aimsof the Work-

ing Classes," which dealt with cognate
topics. Mr. Greg was a very robust and
conscientious thinker, and all his books
are wholesome and pregnant with new
ideas. He lived to a good old age, and
died knowing that he had done the work
that cac;e to his hand, faithfully and well,

THE TRANSFORMATION OF VENICE.

Itseems possible that before long the
Queen of the Adriatic willhave ceased to
possess those picturesque attractions which
have made it so celebrated inthe past. It
is said that a steam-tug company has
obtained the rig:it to ply on the canals,
and that the gondolas Trillconsequently be
driven off. And upon the heels of this
comes the stillmore dreadful news that
the authorities of Venice propose to fillup
a number of the smaller canals, and make
streets of them. Of course allthese inno-
vations are calculated to inflict great pain
upon esthetic eouls. We <"an wellunder-
stand that Mr. Ituskin must be terribly
shocked at the Philistinism of the Venetian
magistrates, Ko doubt he wonders that
the very

"
Stones of Venice" do not cry

out against the sacrilege. To \u25a0 the noble
army of artists and travelers the new

projects signify only a distinct degrad-
ation of the venerable and famous city.
And yet there is another side to the ques-
tion. Venice, after all, is, from the Vene-
tian standpoint, a city whose inhabitants
must make their own way in the world.
They cannot exist on contemplation of the
past glories of their burgh. They are
bound, as commonsense mortals, to do with
it that which will bo most profitable
to themselves. If the artists and esthetes
were willingto pay for the preservation of
the ancient Venice without change, and
did so, the case wouldbe altered. But no
obligation rests upon the Venetians to
maintain conditions which hays long since
ceased to be the most convenient or com-
fortable, merely because a number of peo-
ple who live in other parts of the world
admire the obsolete arrangements. And
we are by no means sure that the world
has not more to gain than to lose by the
destruction of such altars of the Dead
Past, as old Venice has long constituted.
The worship of the dead past can only
paralyze the livingpresent, and it is well
to remember that the very excellencies we
prize inthe works of the oldarchitects and
sculptors and painters and metal-workers
were due to their emancipation from their
predecessors, and therefore speak to us
only of a love of originality which our art
critics have done too much to repress. The
root-forms of every masterpiece are to be
found in X.iture, and Nature never ages.
Ifthen modern art is not less virilethan
that of a far lower grade of civilization, it
must possess the power to build up from
this ever-open treasury creations surpass-
ing alike in conception and detail the
works over which ao undisariminating and
profuae a praise has been lavished.

SURPRISED STALWARTS.
It is said that President Arthur ha3

surprised many stalwarts by turning a
deaf ear to their suggestions that suuh-
and-such office-holders should be dis-
charged because they were not "good
"Grant men." To these applications the
President is said to have replied that the
terra "good Grant men

"
had no meaning

for him now. That he represented the
entire Republican party, and that he
could not entertain any proposals for the
ousting of men against whom no cause of
offense was shown. If President Arthur
really said this he showed a capacity for
rising above faction which is, to say the
least, encouraging. It wouldbe good news
to hear that he had gone farther, and
recognized his obligation to rise not merely
above faction, but above party. He is the
President of the United States, and this
includes a great deal more than the Repub-
lican party. When the President realizes
that, the country will have approached
very much nearer Civil Service reform
than it has yet succeeded in doing.

SAN FRANCISCO SUPERVISORS.

The San Francisco Board of Supervisors
have been washing their dirty linen in
public. their last meetiDg one of their
members accused the majority of being

"
a

set of scoundrels," said that it would yet
be necessary "to hang them as high as
Hainan," and told them in so many words
that they had been bought to do what they
were doing. Of course this stirred up
unpleasant feeling, and another member,
being evidently too angry to measure his
words, retorted that his colleague always
denounced the steals to which he had not
been admitted. It is seldom that bo
hideously candid a confession as this is
made. There air steals in the San Fran-
cisco Supervisors, then, and the members
do not deny it. But they think it con-
temptible conduct for a colleague to de-
nounce a steal merely because he ia not
"init." We wonder what the people of
San Francisco think of their Supervisors.

THE RENEGADE SCOUTS.

The trial of the renegade scouts for their
conduct at Cibicu appears to have resulted
in the production of evidence which quite
clearly convicts them of having fired upon
the troops. The scout who killedCaptain
Hentig has been identified, and also one
who killed Private Livingston. There is
no more heinous offense in military matters
than these men have been guilty of, and
they will do doubt be sentenced to death.
Treachery among the Indian and half-breed
scouts must be speedily punished, or it
willbe impossible to employ them again in
the pursuit of hostile Indians.

The Lyon county (Nev.) Times says a
party of capitalists and engineers have
been studying the engineering possibilities,
and the probable financial success of a
scheme to tunnel into Lake Tahoe and
conduct its water to San Francißco. As
the lake is owned equally by the States of
California and Nevada, we of this State
will have something to say for or against
the project. As the water from the lake
all flowsinto Nevada through the Truckee
it willbe hard to ask business men and
ranchers situated along its course to give
up their rights, and it willtake some very
unpopnlar legislation on that subject.

—
[Reno Journal.

BOOK REVIEW.
Jar. SuAmarnAßSAx Myth—William Shakespeare

AND CIRLTMBTAXTIAL iviDENCE. By Ap.letOM
Morgan, A.M., L.L.B. Cincinnati: RcbertCiarke

\u25a0 :There are few historical characters of whom
the

"
world/ desires ;to .:- know more than of

Shakespeare,' and ;there are few of whomit
knows; leaf.

-
Hia life, apart fromhis works,

is very - nearly a blank.V Steevens wrote:
"Allthat is known with

'
any degree of cer-

tainty concerning Shakespeare, is that he"
was born at Stratford-upon-Avon ;married

"and had children there; went toLondon,"
where he commenced acting,' and wrote"
poems and plays ;returned to Stratford,"
made his will,'died, and was buried.". And

beyond these bald fact?, what has been dis-
covered amounts to very little more than
dim gossipy tradition, to which no cer-
tain credence can be given. .But what is

most remarkable about the little we do know
concerning Shakespeare,' is that ecarcely any-
thing of itseems to belorg to such a character
as the splendor of his Horary works justifies
us in ascribing to their author. Nor is it
only that there is an incongruity between the
works and what little i? known of the man,
but there appears to have been in the career
so faintly outlined very little opportunity for
the acquisition cf that knowledge, not only
of men and things \u25a0 but of books, whichis so
abundantly exhibited in the Shakespearean
plays and poems. la fact the Shakespeare
of tradition fails so far short of the ideal
Shakespeare that commentators have had to
tot; ami strain to make the account of the
man correspond in any respect with the
works imputed to him, and through bewilder-
ment on this point there has grown up a little
school of skeptics who think they are taking
a short cut out of the difficulty by flatly de-
nying that Shakespeare wrote the plays and
poems whichbeat his name.

Had itbeen prssible to drop the matter at
this point the skeptics would have had a tol-
erably good case, for itis undoubtedly very
hard to accept the portrait which has been
handed down to us as that of the man who
really wa?, "not for an age, but for all
"time." Comparatively low-born

—
for the

Btory of the herald's college does not seem to
be borne out as far as Shakespeare'a paternal
house is concerned ;reared in ignorance, or
with no more education than a few terms at
a country school could supply ; marrying
illat eighteen ; going to London and there
holding horse?, or at least doing general
utility work about a theater, f.vr a living;
appearing next as a busy manager, prepar-
ing plays for the stage, bustling and hurrying
about, with no time for study ;displaying so
soon S3 he begin to prosper a thoroughly
bour>/eoise instinct for the material comforts
of life;buying land, lending money at inter-
est, acting whenever he is Been ina plodding,
sordid fashion ;presently, when he has made
his fortune, returning to Stratford, and
thenceforward seeming t:> take no interest in
his writings ;and finally dying, a3 our tradi-
tion has it, from the effects of a debauch,
withoutleaving inhis wiilany reference ofany
kind to those literary works which were not
only destined to be the glory of his nation
and of the world, but which were even then
recognized as the productions of a transcend-
ent genius. Who that follows this etrange
history can fail to be perplexed by the dis-
cordancy of the facts with the theory ? Itis
no wonder that some bolder spirits among
the students of the subject should have re-
jected the current tradition in despair, and
sought elsewhere than in the person of
the Stratford yeoman's aon for the author of
th.6se matchless works. For though a
whsle literature has grown up of books
treating of the special knowledge of Shake-
speare, there i3nothing known of his life
which gives the faintest clue to the manner
its whichhe became possessed of this encyclo-
pedic knowledge. And so itis that the vol-
ume before us excites inus no sentiment of re-
sentment at what Shakespeare-worshipers
may think the flitblasphemy of the author,
bat only a feeliug of mingled admiration and
rigret :admiration for the laborious research
and ingenious argument ;regret for the un-
avoidable failure attaching to such an enter-
prise.

For itia plain that though it .may be pos-
sible to make a very plausible BhowiDg
against the theory that Shakespeare was the
author of the works which pass under his
name, the new view is comparatively worth-
leßS uuless it can be Bhown with at least
equal plausibility that some other person or
persons wrote these works. And here is the
fatal breach in Mr.Morgan's argument. He
aoes not follow Delia Bacon and Judge
Holmes in assuming Lord Bacon to have
been the author of the play*,but he proposes
what is, ifnot a more difficult, certainly a
wilder hypothesis, viz., that the play3were
written by a group of men of geniua who for
state reasons were obliged to maintain their
anonymity. But we will lot Mr. Morgan
speak for himself on this head :"Itis the
"New Theory," he says (in contradistinc-
tion to the Baconian Theory),

"
that, while

"in employment in the theater, Willia-n
"Shakespeare was approached by certain"

gentlemen of the court. Perhaps their"
names were Southampton, Raleigh, Essex,"
Rutland and Montgomery, and possibly"
among them was a needy and am-"
bitious scholar n^-.ned Bacon, who,"
with an oye to preferment, maintained"
thair society by secret resort to the Jews,

"orto anything that would pnt gold for the
"day in- bis parse. Possibly they desired to
"be unknown, for the reasons given by
"Miss Bacon. Ia what they asked of htm,
"and what he did for them, he found, at"

any rate, his proSt." This, inbrief, 13 Mr.
Morgan's theory, and while itis Hupportei in
a wryingenious manner, we do not hesitate
to assert that itis in all respect* far more in-
credible and extravagant than the theory itis
intended to supplant. Itis a trite observa-
tion that skeptics are often the most creJu-
loua ot people, but it has seldom bsen more
strikingly illustrated than in Mr.Morgui'i
case. Certainly it may be said of him that
he "strains out a gnat, and swallows a camel."
For if there is no satisfactory explanation of
the maijner in which Shakespeare obtained
the height of intellectual development dis-
played in the works which bear his name, the
attempt to establish this new secret literary
club is beset with difficulties to which those
of the other ca3e are mere bagatelles.

In the first place the suggestion that half a
dozen, or less or more, men, wrote the Shake-
spearean plays acd poemß, is of ilsslf entirely
incompatible with the literary character of
the works themselves. Nothing is more cer-
tain than that the balk of the works was
written by one hand. There are some plays
into which journey-work enters. There is at
least one ("Titus Andronicus ") which may
contain nothing of the central author's
genius. But no man who has studied the
plays can doubt for a moment that a single
hand performed nine-tenths of the work, or
that this single hand was that of a genius the
like of whom willbe sooprht invain outside
those pages. The new theory wouldperhaps
posit Bacon as the central figure. But it is
necessary to point out that the whole Baco-
nian theory rests upon a really amazing inca-
pacity to appreciate the nature of the dis-
tinctions between the iiterary character of
Bacon's and Shakespeare's work. In truth
there is but one point of resemblance between
the two, and that is in the habit of compress-
ingideas closely, bo as to pack a .• entence as full
of thought as possible. ThisBacon and Shake-

speare posses :in
'

common.
~
But apart from

this their styles are radically different Bacon
has written < nothing under ]his own name
which posse; sea the Shakespearean style, the
vary essence of;which is sympathy. ;Now
the.writings :of -;Bacon; however wise and
subtle

-
and suggestive, !• are conspicuously

wanting in this particular quality. , They are
completely and • even ;remarkably •unsym-
pathetic. ;They are cold, calm, philosophic,
at times almost poetical, but they never dis-
play that marvelous acquaintance with hu-
manity, that profound sympathy with its
passions .and - weaknesses and ;aspirations,
which constitute the secret of Shakespeare's
powers. In searching, therefore, for an au-
thor who could have written these plays, we
must go beyond my Lord Bacon, and yet
when we are obliged to exclude him there re-
mains no other man capable of performing
the work. R&leigh was a poet, and wrote a
history, though he was no historian. But
nothing of Raleigh's survives which could
warrant us insupposing him capable of reach-
ing up to tli9level of these p!:>ys and poem?.

As for tea others, Siuthanoptou, Essex, Rut-
land and Montgomery, itwould be as easy to
persuade us that Lyiy,Peele, Green, Chtttle,
or any of that school, wrote Shakespeare's
plays, as that these intellectual pigmies were
capable of such a feat.

But having shown that the names sug-
gested cannot be accepted as even possible
substitutes for Shakespeare, itis necessary to
point out the inherent absurdities of Mr.
Morgan's hypothesis. The idea that these or
any other half dozen men could have carried
out such a scheme successfully ;that none of
them felt the least desire to enjoy the fame
their works bad earned ; that a secret
BO widely known could have been kept from
all their contemporaries, and have found no
exposure inallliterature ;this isnothing less
than preposterous , and to credit it would
demand a far grosser and blinder credulity
than that with which Mr.Morgan taunts the
believers in Shakespeare. INor is contempo-
rary history less against bis new theory, where
the question of Shakespeare's status is con-
cerned. The evidence insupport of the fact
that allhis own contemporaries regarded him
as the author of the plays and poems bearing
hi* name, U abundant. The statements of
Bern. Jonson, both in verse and prose, are
emphatic on this bead. .Mr.Morgan quotes
from the

"
Discoveries

"
to show that Jonson

eulogized Bacon as highlyin prose as he had
done Shakespeare inverse, butiof course this
does not prove anything beyond the fact that
Jonson was a literary hack, and prone to
employ the same eulogistic phrases repeat-
edly. There is, however, a passage in the
"Discoveries

"
which Mr.Morgan does not

refer to, yet which, as it appears to us, may
throw some light upon the manner in which
Shakespeare worked, and which, ifindeed he
is the person referred to, must also be
regarded as in part explaining the mys-
tery of his productive period. The passage
to which we refer is under the head?,
"Otium—Studiontm," and is as follows:
"Ea*e and relaxation ire profitable to all
"studies. The mind is like a bow, the
"stronger by beiusr unbent. But the temper"

in spirits isall, when to command a man's"
wit, when to favor it. Ihave known aman

"vehement on both sides, that knew no
"mean, either to intermithis studies, or call"

upon them again. When he hath set him-
"self to writing, he would join night to day,"

press upon himself without release, not"
minding it, tillhe fainted ;and when he left

"off, resolve himself into all sports and
"looseness again, that it was almost a"despair to draw him to his book ; but"

once got to it,he grew stronger and more
"earnest by the ease. His whole
"powers were renewed; he would work"

out of himself what he desired ; but"
with such excess, as his study could not be"
ruled ; he knew not how to dispose of his

"own abilities, or husband them, he was
"of that immoderate power against himself."
It is evident that Bacon is not re-
ferred to here, for Jonson devotes an
entire article (Dominus Verulamiua) to him,
a littlefurther en. Nor is the description at
all applicable to Bacon's literary habits. He
was composed, methodical, perfectly regu-
lated in his methods of working. But even
the loose tradition whichhas come down con-
cerning Shakespeare justifies the conjecture
that he was a man of strong passions and
impulses, and, in fact, such a man as might
very well have furnished the original of
Jonson's anonymous portrait.

The Baconian Theory and the New Tiieory
are open to mnch the Bame objections.
They are explanations which do not explain.
The idea that Bacon wrote the Shakespearean
plays is really as fantastic as would be the
assertion that Herbert Spencer .had written
the "Idylb of the King." In fact the
reasoning upon whichBacon has been selected
for this posthumous honor seems to us on a
par with that wßich the negro in the story
so acutely punctured. He was asked by a
child why, being so big, he could not read.
And he answered,

"
A cow'a big enough to

catch rnico, honey, but she can't do it!"
Now ta suppose that because Bacon was a
wise and a learned man, therefore he should
have been able to write the Shakespearean
plays, is as irrational as to suppose that
because a cow is big. she ought to be able to
catch mice. HidMr.Morgan undertaken a
careful study of Bacon's writings he would
psobably have perceived that this trail at
least was assuredly a blind one. But when
Bacon is eliminated there isno She left among
the contemporaries of Shakespeare whomitis
possible to think of for a moment as the
author or joint author of these works. As to
the hypothesis that certain unknown men of
education and parts are represented here, it
does not deserve consideration, for it is
obviously much less credible than the original
theory. Tha fact moreover that Shakeßpeare
had enemies, and that these enemies
were literary men, and consequently
familiar with all the literary gossip and ru-
mors of their time, may be taken as dem-
onstrating that no report casting the least
doubt upon his identity with the author of
the plays and poems which bear hia name,
ever appeared. Greene's fierce attack upon
him is evidently a deliberate endeavor to
gather together the very worst that could be
said of him, and all that this amounted to
was a charge that Shakespeare had pilfered
ideas or passages from some of hia contempo-
raries. This is positively the most serious
accusation ever brought against him, bo far
as we have any meanß of ascertaining, but
there ia (Mr. Morgan to the contrary not-
withstanding) abundant evidence that he oc-
cupied a very exalted position in the estima-
tion of the most competent critics of hia own
generation, and that no wonder was then
expressed at the achievement of such literary
feats by him. And this is highly important
testimony. For itis clear that Shakespeare's
work rose as high above that of hia contem-
poraries as the pyramids rise above the Arab
tenta about their bases, and this supremacy
was so unmistakable that itmust have aroused
jealousy and envy, and have Becured the publi-
cation of whatever depreciatory facts could
be gathered concerning so overshadowing a
genius.

And it doe 3not lie in the month of Mr.
Morgan to insist upon the significance of
Shakespeare's singular apparent indiffer-
ence to hi3own literary productions; for
inexplicable as thiß indifference may b«, it
must have been displayed ina still more re-
markable manner by Bacon and his supposed

collaborators, if we accept the New Theory.
These jmen 1must V have ;'.been ". unnaturally
negligent of ithat;which all men are most
concerned about. T They must have burned
the midnight oil for the most sordid pur-pose's, since all that they could look for in
the way of compensation was the little
money manager ;Shakespeare ; could give
them. But if Southampton, Raleigh and
Esses wrote these plays, it was clearly not
for money they worked. On the contrary,
they are supposed to have paid Shakespeare
to produce their plays, and to father them.
Se> that they simply squandered both genius
and fortune, for no other possible end than to
gratify apublic which each and all of them
heartily despised ! Surely this hypothesis is
extravagant in the extreme, and as a sub-
stitute for the current tradition, absolutely
inadmL-sabl?. Add to all these objections
the further one that these men were actively
engaged in politics, statecraft, warfare, the
law, and other engrossing avocations. Bscon
ha3produced works which, together withhis
current occupations as Judge and State Coun-
cilor, account for quite as much time a3 his
lifeaffords.-^ There U no gap inhis life such
as would have been needed to support this
theory. But of Shakespeare's early life we
know scarcely everything. His first five and
twenty years are virtually a sealed book to
us. Now in these twenty-five years itis pos-
sible that ho may have laid thVfoundation
for his future greatness, and it 13 much
easier to believe that this was the case than
to accept either the Baconian or the New
Theory.

Again, we thick it demonstrable that the
book-kaow'ed^s of the writer of the Shake-
spearean plays has been over-estimated. Itis
4iot necessary to have anything more than a
passing acquaintance with the classics, in
order to quote them. Avery slight knowl-
edge of philosophy may be made to suggest a
much more profound degree of information.
The true literary artist possesses the faculty
of absorbing knowledge almost instinctively
from a thousand sources, and of reproducing

Iitina new setting. The transcendent natural
forces of such a mind as Shakespeare's would
have transformed the mental food it had as-
similated almost beyond recognition. And it
cannot be doubted that in the very highest
order of. human intelligence there 13 a
rapidity of appropriation and appreciation
closely resembling intuition, The difference
between genius and mediociity is the differ-
ence of mental capacity. Set a man of genius
and an ordinary man to the same studies, and
they willnot bring away the same results.
The ordinary man will at most learn all
that bis books contain. But the man of
genius willhave brought to his studies an

innate power of perception and comprehen-
sion which enable him to grasp conclusions
extending far beyond the text-books, and
reaching to the very foundations of the sub-
jects. We certainly do not know enough
concerning Shakespeare's life to assert his
inability to have written the plays and poems
which bear his name. The fact that
what we do know militates against a
belief in his possession of those
magnificent powers which are displayed in
these works cannot be given the significance
which 1It. Morgan wishes to attach to it.
Itis no doubt very perplexirg that Shake-
speare should have manifested so little in-
terest in his own works as he appears to
have done. But it is impossible to get
over this difficulty by suggesting that half
a dozen other men were even more in-
different to their fame. What we do
know of Shakespeare does not supply us with
the clue to his literary character. But when
the attempt to substitute some one else for
him has been made with every advantage of
research and ingenuity, the result seems to us
to be a more complete demonstration of the
fact that if we abandon the theory of a real
Shakespeare as the author of the Shakespear-
ean plays, We shall only lose ourselves in a
fog, which becomes thicker the farther we
grope our way into it. And this being the
case we prefer to retain the belief that Ben
Joneon and his contemporaries knew what
they were talking about when they pro-
nounced William Shakespeare that "Star of
"poets" which all the world has since ac-
knowledged him to be.

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL.
Black toili-ts continue as popular as ever.
J. O. Carpenter, of Placvrvillc, is in the city pud

willreturn home to-duy.
Ex-Lientei.antGovernor Johnson is attending the

iupremeJCourt now in Mrioa here.
Asse"iblvn:an J. I).Patterson, of Nevada county,

is stopping in the city fora few days.
Dr. W. A.Hu^hson is not seriously ill, as pub-

lished last evening, but is ag well as usual.
B. H. Evana, of the Marysville Exprna, is in the

city, attending the trial of the debris case.
J. F. Evans and wife, of Oakland, will arriveby overland train this morning from the East.
Past Grand Master Ezra Pearson will visitGranite

Lodge, No.02, I.O. 0. F.,at Folsom, this evening.
Mrs. W. H.Wing and daughter, of San Jose, are

at present uuests of Mrs. If.G. Smith, in this city.
County Surveyor Hartwell, of Nevada ciunty,has

been appointed United States Deputy Mineral Sur-
veyor.

Superintendent EL S. Byam, of the Dullard c^uaitz
Hbriog Company, in Yuba county, passed through,
yesterday to Sin Francisco.

The trimmings most in vogue for the winter will
he furs and passamentaries, often both together.
Heavy embroideries willbe much worn.

E. F. Reii, conductor on the Southern PacificRailroad, has retarned from a visit to his old home
near Washington, D. C,and resumed his duties.

Captain Lehe, of the Stockton Guard, has invited
the officers of the Fourth Brlnde, N. G. C, to at-
tend an annual reception to be given by his com-
pany on the 12th proximo.

Ben H.Miller,County Clerk of Mono connty, and
Miss Minnie E. Allen, were marrkd at Bridgeport,
in that county, on the l:!thinst., anu passed through
jesterday to San Francisco.

Frank Carnduff, editor of the Biggs' Rrr'.rirr,
went to Oakland yesterday, fr«m which place,
aKOmpanicd by his wife, he will go to Calavciaa
county upon a visit lohis former home.

N. E. Sanford and James Bailey of New fork,
George Lark of Philadelphia, Samuel Offutt of
Tuc3on, A. T., M. ,1. Clarkson and I.S. Luvy ofNevada, and 11. A.Arend of Ogden, .ire in the city.

K. M Green, T. Savres, S. K. Thornton, N. A.Son, M SI. Estee, John H. E.ult, K. \V. McUr-w,
•Kasc Rosenblatt, Juliu3 tioliUmith, Ma'irice Deib-
ni:itm, Jam s Nunan and John Mann, of Sun Fran-
cisco, were in the city yesterday.

Captain linrke, Lieutenants Palm ami r.isenmen-ecr. Sergeants Miller ami Mi-Donald, and privates
Jacksou acd Henry Oirif. of this city, have been
apjiointcd a committee to mike arrangements for a.
military ball to be held sometime this winter.

There weie in the cityyesterday : E. n. Mastick,
Alameda; J. D.Goodwin, Pluroas ;Charles Davis,
Oakland ;D. D. Reaves, Plymouth ;Ira H. Reed,
Calaveras county; E. R. Hadgw, Mi?s E. Van,
Stockton ;J. IJ. Bradford, wife and two boys, Frank-lin; John Mather, Amadi.r ;Onrtis Bolton and
wif«.Clay Station ;A.J. Ri hop, Placer county; J.
H. Hickforu, Newcastle; C. P. Powers, Placerville ;
S. A.Hovell, Cosumnes ;M.U. Summers, Modesto;
R. H. Williams, Valltjo;W. C. Lewi?, EmigrantGap ;Mrs. Gafford, Davisville ;Ch irles Bu'inell,
Gnurtland ;11. BUckey and Henry Wortell, r,:n-
coin ;Mrs. A. Woodward, Coaumnes ;S. W. Btifbt,
Jackson ;W. R. Lambert, Vallejo;Dr. J. Riley and
wife, Wheatland.and E. R. Pease, of Gait.

Pishop W. L. Harris, who recently presided at
the SI. E. Church Conference in this city, sailed from
New York for South America on the lOUiinstant, to
look a'ter the interests cif the miw.ns on the cast
and westcoist. He will from thence goto Africa
and hold the Liberia Conference, after which he will
go to Europe and hold the European Conference
next summer. The New York A,locate fays: "As
there duties would involvean absence fromhome of
renrlya year, Bishop Harris gave up his house on
Lexmgton avenue and arranged for his wife and
eldest daughter to be wiih him during the nextsummer. He stored his household goods in Ylor-
rcll's fireproof building, at the corner of Fourth
avenoeand Thirty-secrnd street, where it was sup-
posed they would be as secure as anywhere in the
city, but thoy were all burned in the recent (Treat
fire. In this fire the Bishop lost ever $5,000
worth of goods, at their lowest cash valuation, be-
sides a very considerable collection of rare and in-
teresting curiosities, (fathered in the last forty years,
and especially during his recent journey round the
world. On the goods burned he held an insurance
of $2,000. His library and papers were stored in
the basement at 805 Broadway, and of course
escaped the fire." Mrs. Harris and daughter sailed
by the Bothnia on Wednesday, the 19 h of October,
for Europe. They expect to spend the winter in
Italy, where the Bishop will meet them after the
completion of his offi.ial visit to South America
and Western Africa.

BcnriHMH from constipation should make
cne trial of Kidney-Wortand be cured.

THfT^A-iiv itECOBD-UNION.
\u25a0Aiu«t::'.'.;..v:. ..kotembek 19. 18»1

eteorologlcal ;Observation*
-

Taken at

Each Station at the Same Moment.
: SACRiMBSTO,November 18. 1881-8:02 P. M.

V:'^ \u25a0•"•\u25a0•
1 *jSte|ißS S*&| f? «ate of

acesoi.ob-»« « £~3 3- |3 = the
nervation. 2Z- • as- a ? i" 3iT weather{"a, ; \u25a0?!•§ :&l.l:-g -.•\u25a0\u25a0>\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-•

v -m,U ... 3D.51 38 S. Gentle Cloudy
rtlind.... 30.56 42 Calm Calm ..... Cloudy •

\u25a0OBeburpr/. . 30.51 38 E. ;Gentle.. Fair
ed Bluff...30.41 4fi N.

"
Gent :..:. Clear \u25a0

acranienti 30.41 Calm Ca1m....... Clear
S.FrancikCO. 30.4019 N. W. Gentle. ..... Clear
Visalia. .... 30.30 38 N. W. Grille ..... Clear
Lob Angeles. 30.20 46 3.E. 10 Fresh ..... Clear
San Diego.. 30.12 50 X. Gentle. ..... Clear

•

Maximum temperature, 55:minimum, 32.
Hiver above low-water mark, 8 ft.11 in. \u25a0
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