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THE CHINESE BILL IN THE HOUSE ; charge, and that Mr. Pilsbury, like many
another office holder, has fallen under the
pressure to which members of the Legis-

The debate on the Chinese question in
the House has not brought out any novel-
ties in the way of argument, but it has
served to show how firmly seated the
sentimental objection against the exclu-
sion of any race still is at the East. And
it is somewhat curious to reflect that not-
withstanding the present strength of this
sentiment, the republic had been in exist-
ence for a full generation before there arese
any pronounced opposition to negro slavery,
even at the North; and that even later
than the period referred to the generality
of Northern and New England men held
to the opinion that though in theory all
invited to this coun-
try, in practice the line was to be drawn
sharply against the Thus his-
tory shows that the beautiful sentiment of
uni-\xrsnl brotherhood has coexisted with

nations were to be

¢ nigoer.”’
‘ nigger.

general tolerance of slavery and exclusive-
ness, and it follows that even if that
beautiful sentiment is outraged by the

exclusion of the Chinese, it will not be for
"} 1 + iniv 1
The advocates of univ

the first time.

i€

fraternity strove to excuse the palpa
inconsistency of their practice with, their
theory, by pretending that the negro was !
not 2 human being, or by falling back upon |
the Bible, and claiming that God had
cursed Canaan, and that it would be im-

1§ t

pious for man te remove the curse. If thejy
I

choose cur Northern friends can now salve |

the present measure to their tender con-
sciences by asserting that the Chinese are
not human b
Frank Pixley as their authority, that dis-
ist having expressed |

and i

€ings, wuey may refer to

tinguished anthropolog
his opinion that a Chinaman has no soul,
and being evidently quite proud of the
observation, since he recently quoted it in |

a triumphant and self-satisfied way, in one |
i

of his letters to the Argonaut,
Our New England friends, however, will |
find that the exclusion of the Chinese is a |

very different matter from the condemna- |
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The Congressional Committee report on
the charges against Secretary Sherman of
using the Contingent Fund for private pur-
poses, and of employing persons in the
service of the Government to do work
about his house, when he was Secretary,
him from all knowledge of
or connivance in the irregularities al-
leged, but seerns to treat the irregularities
ng proved. Sherman him-
self, in fact, admits that Pitkin did use the
Countingent Fund for his (Sherman’s) bene-
fit, bt that he was ignorant of what was

exonerates

themselves as bel

1 when at last he discovered
angry, and insisted that Pit-

going on, an
it, was
kin should pay the money back.

expense appears to have

very
As some
at least of the
been incurre
interest, is

it rather odd that he
have thought of paying the

owin

should mnot
money himself. As it is, he secems to have

been willing that Pitkin should be out of

pocket on his behalf, though he wouid not |

to use Government
Altogether the
a eurions document, aud it is not

aliow the Castodian
funds for such purposes.
repord i
quite clearly explained in it why Secretary
be held irresponsible in a

Sherman is t«

matter which at least concerned the dis-
cipline and upright conduct of an office in
his department, very closely. It does not
appear to have occurred to him that Pitkin
deserved dismissal, if not prosecution, for
what he had done, and it does net appear
to have occurred to the committee that
there was anything strange in this con.
donation of corrupt practices on the part

department.

THE GARFIELD LETTER,

O

of the head of a

Hitherto we have assumed the genu-
ineness of the Garfield-Rosecrans letter,
but if it is true, as now alleged, that it is
dated subsequent to Rosecrans’ forward
movement, and at a time when the Head-
quarters of his army were at Winchester,
instead of Nashville, as stated in the let-
ter, these facts would constitute almost
conclusive procf that it was a forgery. The
circamstance, however, that it was given
to Dana by a man who had received it as
private secretary of Judge Chase, points,
on the contrary, to its genuineness, unless
it is to be charged that he himself forged
it for purposes at present unknown. The
¢ utradictory character of the reports about
£1e letter hae continued throughout to
rauder a clear judgment on the matter un.
n% ainable, and all that it is quite safe to
.y 18, that however it came into existence
5 has failed to injure the reputation of
Caarficld,

3

request at San |

tion of slavery, and though they are per- |
haps too firmly wedded to their universal |
brotherhood doctrine to renounce it openly,
they have only to vote for the bill now |

Lefore the House to provide the means of |
convincing themselves that their hypo
Indeed, when |

th- |
esis is not a working one.
the venerable doctrine they esteem <o
highly is reduced to vulgar practice, and
is assailed by such arguments as the Dem-
ocrats used te employ in connectien with
slavery, they are certain to be embarrassed.
The question used to be put: ‘ Wonld
“ you like your daughter to marry a ne-
¢ gro ¥’ —and it always made the people to |
whom it was addressed very angry. In
the way it was used, indeed, it was not a

fair argument, but when it is claimed that |
the Chinese ought to be admitted on eqnal

terms with all the other nationalities, and |
that they should have the ballot, it be- |

“| to be admitted to citizenship, and to be-

| gy
.| Itisindeed possible that some

|
=
#
!

ing I
P

1 expressiy in Mr. Sherman’s |

comes pertinent to pnt the guestion to the
| champions of the brotherhood doctrine :
¢ Would you like your daughter to marry
For if the Chinese are

“ 2 Chinaman %"’

|
| come candidates for office, and to run con- |

|
!wuti;ni and things, no ohjection can be
]

{ urged against their complete assimilation

| by means of intermarriage,
| of our |
} Eastern friends, such as Rice and Hoar,
{ might be prepared to answer the question

{ we have sugcested in the affirmative; be.

cause the Chinese are not with them, and |

they know that they could make that an- |

But though our friends per-
g I

swer safely.
sist in regarding the anti-Chinese feeling as
arrow and un American, it seems to the

eople of the Pacific coast much more un-

f

i American to advocate a system of immi- |
| gration which threatens to Mongolianize |
| the nation, and which has already partly :
| Mongolianized this State and coast, It
? woald, our people think, be hardly worth
| while to belong to a Govermment which
iup‘ne}d so suicidal a principle, nor could
lt'nerc continue much patriotic sentiment |
| towards a country which virtually included
? the four hundred millions of Chinese in its
scheme of citizenship, and which refused
| to protect its Anglo Saxon citizens against
{ the irruption of these barbarians. The
however,

debates in Congress,
while eliciting a good deal of turgid
rhetoric of the Rice and Hoar kind, have
also developed the fact that the majority
of the national representatives are pre-
pared to take the Pacific coast view of this
question. We suppose there is no doubt
a3 to the ultimate passage of the bill in
the House, though it may possibly be
altered so as to shorten the peried during

which Chinese immigration is to be sus-

i recent
|
|
|

pended.

There is, however, much difference of
opinion as to the results to be expected
from this law. At the East it is feared
that too much is being conceded. Here
we are more apprehensive that we are
getting too little. We do not believe that
the passage of the bill will be followed by
any decided change in the situation, in fact,
and therefore we cannot agree with those of
ourrepresentatives who speak of it asthough
it were a new emancipation proclama-
tion. It may be a victory over the preju-
dices of the Eastern States, but it doee not
! follow that it is to be a victory over the
Chinese. Those who fancy that it will
end the Chinese question must have made
a very superficial examination of the
situation here, in short, and those who
believe that it will take that question out
of politics are equally mistaken. When
it is found that the only effect of it is to
prevent more Chinese from coming here,
and that it does not mean the deportation
of any of those now resident on the Pacific
coast ; when it is found that it makes no
new openings for white labor, but is more
likely to result in a reduction of the wages
of that labor ; we fully expect that it will
become the object of very strennous as-
saults, and that demands will be made for
drastic legislation, which Congress will be
unwilling to concede, For these reasons
we shall not “enthuse” over the pas-
sage of the bill, but shall await the de-
velopment of public opinion after its
passage, with a well-grounded expectation
that the sgitation will at no distant date
be renewed, and not improbably in a less
temperate and reasonable manner than at
the present time.

- e
NEW YORK PRISONS IN POLITICS

Governor Cornell has taken advantage
of the expiration of Mr. Pilsbury’s term
as Superintendent of Prisons, to dismiss
him from that office. The reason given
for this is that Mr. Pilsbury has yielded
to the importunities of the politicians, and

his put men in cffice under him without
1 w1 tn their fitness, It
basis for this

any €p ¢

here 18 suiud

seems that

{ the Governor of New

| kind of misgovernment.

lature subjected him. But if Governor
Cornell removes him for this weakness
he is bound in consistency to fill his place
with a non-political appointment. He has
not done this. On the contrary, he has
exposed the insincerity of his complaint
against Mr. Pilsbury by nominating an
active politician for the office, ome Isaac
V. Baker. According to the New York
Evening Post this person ‘‘ has no reputa-
“ tion except as a politician, and his repu-
“ tation as a politician is bad ; who knows
““no mere of what is going on in the
‘¢ gcience of prison management in the rest
““ of the world than he knows of the pres-
““ent condition of the evolution- contro-
“ versy ; who was a State Senator in the
“Tweed days, and retired to private life
¢: ynder strong suspicion of complicity in
¢« Pweed's operations, and has since then
“ won no distinction, except as an active
“henchman in a small way, skillful in
 political intrigues, and in the varicus

| ““dodges and devices of the more hidden

¢ political ways.” That is a promising
successor to the Pilsburye, father and son,

| whe during the past generation have done so
| much for penal science and criminal reform-

ation in New York. To appoint such a

man Superiatendent of Prisons is scandal-

{ ous, but it was quite what was to have

been expected from Governor Cornell, who
is a ‘““machine” politician of the lowest
and worst type, and who therefore natur-
ally looks upon the prisons as ““epoils.”
It certainly requires a somewhat abnormal

| degree of brutality in a politician to hold

this view, but there are politicians suffi-

| ciently embruted to look upon insane

asylums and hospitals, as well as upon

&‘ris.ms, in the light of legitimate spoils, |

and some of these have even come to the
It is deplorable that
York should be so

surface in California.

| blind to his responsibilities, but the voters

of that State have been so submiesive to
the rule of the ‘‘machine” for many
years that it is impossible to sympathize as

| deeply with them as if they had made a
| serious or sustained fight against that

Meanwhile Gov-

{ ernor Cornell is in a fair way to destroy

the work of half a century in the New
York prisons, and in doing that he will
perpetrate more mischief than the service
of his whole life can counterbalance,

. o

QUITE A DMISTAKE.

In his speech on the Chinese biil Page
said that, ‘“as he supposed, a high pro-
““tective tariffl was not for the purpose of
““taxing the people of the country, that
“the rich might become richer and the
““ poor puorer, but for the purpose of pro-
““tecting American labor, not against
¢‘ cheap money, but against the cheap labor
*of Europe and Asia.” If Page supposes
this it chows thas he does not understand
the question at all, A high protective tariff
does not ‘‘ protect American labor.” On

a sane propositien than any of the others,
in his letter. The issue of Free Trade cer-
tainly promises to be a burning one in the
near future, and it is on the cards that it
may sweep the West. Hitherto both par-
ties have dodged it. The Republican lead-
ers have made the mistake of concluding
that they were somehow pledged to the
maintenance of the Morrill Tariff, which
was strictly a war measure, and which has
never had any justification for existence
since the rebellion collapsed. A time
has been reached, however, when,
the bulk of the debt being paid off,
the demand for a surplus revenue of a hun-
dred millions a year has ceased to be ap-
parent, while on the other hand the burden
of the Tariff is being felt more forcibly
every year. The producers of the West
realize at last that they have been sacri-
ficed these many years to the manufactur-
ers, and they are kicking. Should the Re-
publican party therefore again declare
itself in favor of Protection, and should
the Democrats muster courage {o take the
side of Free Trade, it is quite possible that
a political revolution may take place in the
West. The Republicans can prevent this
if they have the sense to do so, but it re-
mains to be seen whether they have. Thus |
far they have been saved more often by the
stupidity of their
skiil or judgment
as for years past, their strongest depend-
ence i8 likely to be upon the Democratic
talent for political blunders, The experi-
ence of the past does not warrant a belief

oppenents than by any
of their own, and now,

that the expressions of opinion read before
the Iroquois Club the other night can be |
taken as indicative of what the Democracy
will do. It has missed so many opportu-
nities, in short, that if it failed to missthe
next one that appears the result would be |

g

a genuine gurprise to the country.

ABOUT THE RAILROAD TAXES.

The following is a copy of a letter sent to
the Tax-Collector of Yolo and to the various
Tax-Collectors, and explains itself. If is
from the Yolo Mail:

SACRAMENTO, March 14, 1582,

To the Tax-Colliector: 1 am instructed by the
Board to inform you that Judge Waymire, of San

Fraueisco, has vacated the order heretc ed,
restraiming the x Col r of S X unty
from selling cortain ra d property as in

1852 by this Board. The Attorney-General informs
us that motions were made to vacats in the other
cases, and that practically no objections lie to pur-
suing the course indicated by the Controller, i. e.
for the Collector to offer the property once for sale,
and then to withdraw the property from sale, there
being no bidder, and report the matter to the Con-
r, in order that actions may be begun to re-
cover the taxes due.

No objections to this course will be waged by the
several railroad companies, as doubtless zll they de-
sirgis to meet the issues in Court and have their
rights judicially determined. Respectiully yours,

E. W. MASLIN,
Clerk State Board of Equalization.

In this connection the following has been
received from counsel in the cases, explana-
tory of the railroad tax matter in Merced and
Kern: * The Merced Supervisors, after an
independent investization of the matter,
found that the State Board assessmuent of the
railrcad in that county was twice as much as
it would cost to build and equip one like it.
Thay thereupon ordered the D.strict Attor-
pey to take jndzment for taxes at a valuation
of $13,000 per mile, which the District At-
torney has done. The inj the
Tax Collector of Kern was x
road was offeredt

the contrary, it tends to injure American
labor, Under a high protective tariff the
wages of American workmen have sunk to

the level of European wages, and at the

{ same time the cost of living to the Ameri-

can workman has been enormously in-

creased. VWhoever therefore pretends that
the protective tariff protects American

labor against the labor” of

0 3
pauper

| Europe, is guilty of a serious misrepre-

sentation. Neither does the high tariff
have any tendency to protect American
labor against that of Asia. In fact it
does not protect American labor in any
way, but it robs it in many. It bas
brought the state of American werking-
men to such a pass that they are not at

{ present, in many industries, as well off as

they would be in Europe, for they receive

no higher pay, and it cos's them very'much

The American workingman
owes no thanks to the tariff, and he is be-
ginning to realize that fact. He is ready
enough to accept real protection, but a
spurious kind, which does him actual harm
under the false pretense of benefiting him,

cannot be expected to appeal to his sym-

more to live,

| pathies when he comprehends the truth.

In fact the less said by the Protectionists
about the ‘‘pauper labor” of Euarope, as
the case stands, the better it will be for
them, for such references suggest questions
and comments which cannot be conven.
iently answered or explained away.

- o

THE IROQUOIS CLUB.

The meeting of the Iroquois Club at
Chicago to celebrate the anniversary of the
birth of Andrew Jackson, was made the
occasion for a liberal outpouring of those
lofty and statesmanlike sentiments which
the Democratic party somehow always
reserves for such opportunities, taking par-
ticular care never to waste them on prac-
tical politics. And advice asto the future
course of the party was proffered with an
unstinted hand. The venerable Tilden,
the sprightly but eccentric Watterson,
the decorous and somewhat dismal Bay-
ard, the progressive Palmer, the adroit
Randall, the polite Seymour, the military
Hancock, the ponderous Jere Black, the
gallant Lamar, together with a host of
other celebrities, great and small, con-
tributed freely to the literature of declina-
tion. It is difficult to gather from these
epistles what the course of the Demo-
cratic party will be hereafter, and chiefly
for the reason that while its leaders ar:
now overflowing with Jacksonian senti-
ments, when platforms have to be made it
is expediency which controls their utter-
ances, Henry Watterson is for Free
Trade, first, last and all the time. Tilden
is for anti-centralization, and so are the
majority. All are for the grand old
Jacksonian principles. QOae exceedingly
bold correspondent actually proposes
Civil Service reform as a leading
issue, but it 1is evident that this
particular Democrat must have abandoned
all hope of holding office again, and that
his mind is consequently soured. Yet
though many of the suggestions are very
fine, we have no hope that the party will
adopt them. Ever since the close of the
rebellion the Democracy has been doing its
best to tread in the footsteps of the Repub-
lican party. Its platforms have for the
most part been attempts to steal the Re.
publican thunder. Ithas not been taught,
even by a monotonous succession of defeats,
the folly of this line of action, and every
year it comes up smiling, but * groggy,”
and repeats the performance, apparently
deriving some real gratification from it on
each repetition, but never finding out, un-
til the polls have closed, that it is impossi-
ble to win in that way. Itis indeed possi-
ble that Henry Watterson has come nearer

mere offer, there
{ be treated as a vio!
the railroad companies
do with any county,”
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Court
Thaursday, Gabino Calongo, brought from
San Bernardino by Indian Agent Lawson,
was on trial for selling whisky to Indians.
It was shown by the prosecution that the
defendant had on a certain day gone into
a saloon in the town of San Beraardino,

In the United States Distri

bought a bottle of whisky, and given it to
an Indian woman named Maria. Calongo,
who proved ta be unable to speak a word
of English, testified, throeugh an interpre-
ter, that he had immigrated into this State
about five months ago, and upon his arrival
had obtained work upon the railroad. One
day while walking through the town of
San Bernardino an Indian woman asked
him to buy her two bits worth of whicky.
He did so, not knowing that he was violat-
ing any law, waa arrested and had spent
about two months in jail. He concluded
by requesting that the jury would convict
him, as he did not desire to be acquitted
and turned loose in the city without friends
or morey and not understanding a word
of the English language. Healso said that
he had a wife and two children dependent
upon his labor in San Bernardino,

J. L. Crittenden, appointed by the
Court to defend the man, said that the
Agent unquestionably had some concealed
motive in arresting him and bringing him
all the way to San Francisco for trial for
such a trifling offense,

Judge Hoffman, in order that the un-
fortunate man might be sent home, in-
formed the jury that they could find him
guilty and recommend him to the mercy of
the Court. They did so, and the man will
bs sent back to San Berpardino with a
nominal sentence imposed upon him. This
transaction will cost the Government about
$500, including Marshal Poole’s expenses
down to San Bernardino and the expenses
of the witnesses and those of Lawson him-
self. In response to a question asking
why the Agent did not avail himself of the
stringent State law against sellisg whisky
to the Indians, and prosecute such trivial
offenses at home, one of the Court room
officials said to a reporter that in such case
the Indian Agent would not be able to go
on a pleasure trip to San Francisco at the
expense of the Government,

BRIEF SAN FRANWCISCO ITEMS,

The printing of the delinquent tax list
cost 511,755 70.

The Knights of St. Patrick held a ban.
quet at the Baldwin Hotel Thursday
night.

The second annual reanion of the Prince-
ton College Association of the Pacific
coast took place at the Palace Hotel on
Wednesday evening. Their roll now com-
prises sixty members, scattered through
our Pacitic States and Territories.

A citation has issued commanding ex-
Public Administrator Doolan te show canse
on the 14th of next month why, as admin-
istrator of the estate of Harriet Skiliman,
alias Williams, he should not deposit with
the Treasurer $2,64C 12 belonging to the
estate,

The Geographical Society of the Pacific
held its first annual dinner at the Maison
Doree Thursday evening. At 7:30 the
seats were taken, the table being laid for
fifty, and about forty being present. Pro.
fessor George Davidson, the President of
the Society, presided.

The first annual reunion and banquet of
the Dartmouth Alnmniof the Pacific coast
was held at the Baldwin Hotel Thursday
evening. There are sixty-five members on
the coast, of which number sixteen at-
tended the reunion that evening, their
classes ranging from 1843 to 1881.

The fire on Clay street cn Monday night
was not 80 serious as at first reported. It
started in the rear of a saloon adjoining
the Spafford Packing Company’s establish-
ment. The building in which the fire
originated was badly burned, and the in.
surance upon it was small, so that William
Korts, the owner and occupant, is the
principal loser.

sLasr WinTeER I fell on the ice,” writes
W. T. Dow E q., of Peoria (11 ), ““and
badly dislocated my left shoulder, causing me
iatense suffericg. The first application of St,

| more terrible than

BOOK REVIEWS,.

Tar ProsueM oF HoMmax Livr. By A, Wilford Hall.
New Yors: Hall & Co. Sacramento: W. A. &
C. S. Houghton.

The author of this large volume, though
unknown to Science or to Literature, has
taken upon himself a series of tasks for the
successful achievement of which only tran-
scendent intellectual powers could suffice.
The problem of human life as illustrated by
phenomena has hitherto proved rather more
than a match for the best minds, but this
writer, not content with settling every diffi-
culty ‘“here,” has proceeded to arrange the
** hereafter ” also, and in giving his views has
made it perfectly clear that he thinks he -has
said the last word on the whole subject. Nor
is this by any means a complete measure of
his enterorise. He has motl mérely under-
taken to solve the problem of life, here and
hereafter, but he -has undertaken to play
havoc with all the theories of all the leading
scientific men of the day. Out of his five
hurdred and odd pages he devotes three hun-
dred to a demolition of T'yndsil and the Un-
dualatory theory of scund. In the remaiuing
two hundred pages he pulverizss Darwin, and
Haeckel, and Huxley, and Mayer, and Helm-
holz, and a- few score more. And surely
never was there such an outpouring of blood
since Don Quixote made his famous attack
upon the wine-skine., Nothing can be
*“the noise of the cap-
‘‘ tains and the shouting” in Mr. Hall’s on-
slaught. Nor can there be anything more
remarkable than the way in which he convicts
his wretched opponerts of positive and even
abject imbecility, He has o mercy upon
them. He smites with the sword of the
Lord and of Gideon. He shouts Ha! Ha!
and the breath of his nostrils is as smoke, It
is really a terrible eceme, and after a little
becomes no better than a massacre, for the
stunted and warped iutellects of a Tyndall,
a Darwin, a Haeckel and a Huxley have no
ehance whatever against the giant mentality
of a Wilford Hall.

His own account of the way in which he

{ came to enter upon this dreadful work of

slaughter is interesting, It appeared to him
that the defensze of religion against science
had hitherto been altcgether too timid and
feeble. It had not occurred to the generality
of religionists, in fact, to turn the weapons

| of ecience against itself by the simple process
i of denying all its conclusions, ignoricg the

weight of experimental proofs, and setting
up counter theories upon a foundation of
gratuitous assumptions. Mr, Hall, however,
being counvinced Limself without inquiry that
Christiznity was true, set himself to disprove
the theory of Evclution, which, also without
irquiry, he had convinced himself was false,
Now, when a man reaches his cenclusions
thus in asvance of all investigation, it follows
necessarily that his subsequent inquiries wili
fortify his preliminary essumptions ; for being
hopelessly biased at the outsst, he is inca-
pacitated for any fruitful search after the
truth. Our author, by his own adinission,
bzgged the whole question at the beginning.
Having thus comfortably solved the problem
in the easiost possible manner, he preeeeded to
write a book which should be a delight and
solace to the peculiar class of minds which
cannot distinguish between this sort of preten-
tious rubbish and real ecientific investigation,
and which, because they, too, have accepted
religious theories in advance of inquiry, are
far more desirous of finding apologies for
their positions than of ascertaining whether
those positions are raally tenable.

Mr. Hall has at least sufficient sense of
what is due to the world’s method of res-
soning left, to express a consciousness of the
fact that when an unknown person like him-
self thus challenges the whole scientific gen-
eration, and undertakes to traverse their
theories and ridicule their intelligence, he is
liable to be suspected of presumption. There
is no doubt about this, It is also true that
the world refuses to accept the presumptuous
speculations of its Wilford Halls unless they
are preferred very much more modsstly, and
supported very much more strongly, than is
the case in the work before us, Our author
set out to destroy his cpponents, as many a
champion of theology has done before; as
Joseph Cook did only the other d:y. But
the wake of advancing Science is encum-
bered with the wrecks of hundreds of such
desperate and ambitious ventures, and it will
not be long before ** The Problem of Life”
will be added to their number. It is, how-
ever, interesting to note how unerringly a
book of this kind sifts out the scientists from
the sciolists, Whoever has been trained to
habits of scientific investigation immediately
perceives the fundamental weakness of all
such arguments, and is therefore not misled
by any adroitness of sophistry or audacity of
sssumption. But the class of minds whieh
have been enfesbied by theological ratiocina-
tion are incapable of discriminating between
real and sham science, and cannot distinguish
between the authority of a Darwin or a
Spencer and that of a literary quack like this
author.

Such minds, deluded by the specious fluercy
of the writer, and gratified by his constant
expressions of triumph over the paper men
he has in his own self-sufficient imagination
overthrown, are prone to regard his argu-
ments as ‘‘massive,” ‘‘unanswerable,”
*“ profound,” and in all ways superlative, Tt
might be thought that the reception accorded
this book by the scientific and literary world
would have by this time awakened some
doubt in the minds of its believers. But
nothing is more common than to ficd intelli-
gences so warped that they twist evidence
which is condemnatory of their positions
into confirmation of the latter. In such a
case they would say that the silence or con-
tempt with which this work has been received
only proved that the tciemtific men demol-
ished by it were afraid to meet its author in
controversy. Of course it would not occur to
these people that controversy is only called
for when the new arguments advanced are so
far scientific as to seriously impugn the theo-
ries they are aimed at. We have had abund-
ant examples of pseudo-science of late years.
Thus the inventors of the * fiat money ” folly
thought they were entitled to challenge the
supporters of scientific finance upon equal
terms. Of course they were not so entitled,
for their whole theory was based upon false
and delusive assumptions, and upon defiance
of the teachings of experience.

Nearly all the commendations bestowed
upon Hall’s book come from obscure religious
newspapers, Onpe or two unknown *‘pro-
fessors,” accredited to equally unknown rural
Western colleges (no doubt ranking in educa-
tional importance considerably below good
High Schools), have indorsed it. This is the
extent of the recognition it has received.
The publishers have spparently printed all
the favorable notices it has had, and there
is not ome from any journal of literary or
scientific standing or reputation, or from any
individual whose name is a guarantee for the
soundness of his views, or who can be regard-
ed as & trustworthy aunthority in the proami-
ses, This is the situation after the book has
been some three years before the public, and
when it has been peddled and bawked ever
the country by sgents, who have, with the
instinct of the tribs, evideantly made their
chief attack upon the clergy. The latter,
indeed, furnish nearly all the enconiums
the book has received, and this is perfectly
natural, for it is certainly & work aftor their

Jacobs Oil gave great relief, and with the use
of less than one bottle I quickly regained my
former strength,”

own hearts. The scientific men agsinst whom
it is directed have not paid any attention to

; the Guiteau catagory.

it, and though this no doubt surprises the
clerical mind, it is in no way wonderful, for
to scientific readers it is so clearly irrelevant
and inconclusive as to be undeserving of
serious refutation. Those who are engaged in
scientific research eannot pretermit their en-
grossing and important studies in order tocon-
fer the distinction of notice upon every ego-
tistical eciolist who thinks he has found
flaws in their argument.

In the meantime Hall has his peculiar field
to himself, and can demolish the cham-
pions of Evoiution with the utmost ease.
He possesses a certain fluency of style, and
his arrogance is g0 enormous as to make parts
of his works rather amusing reading, A
dozen times in a page he claims to have
demonstrated ‘‘the infinite fallacy of the
current theory,” the ‘‘ disastrous self-contra-
dictions,” of his miserable adversaries, the
““atter overthrow” of Evolution, the
‘ confusion ” into which his tremendous arzu-
ments bhave thrown Haeckel and Tyndali
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quietly, and let the Dwarf pummel away to
his heart’s content, Just so we have ne
doubt that the Evolutionary Theory and the
Uadulatory Theory of Seund will continue to
hoid their ground, and will continue to de.
velop steadily, and that bye and bye the
theologians who have been congratulating
themselves upon the acquisition of a new and
powerful weapon wherewith to assail Skep-
ticism, will discover that after all their gun
was only loaded with blank cartridge.

Tug CoxcErms Axp THEORIES ¥ MODERN Pnysics,
By J. Stallo. New York: Appleton & Co,
San F siseo @ James T, White.

This iz a very different kird of work from.
that we have reviewed above. We have
here to do with a writer who has received a
thorough scientific education ; who is familiar
with the evolution of all the sclentific theo-

tal works of

rics ; who has mastered the piv

all thinkers in «ll languages vho brings
a full but a

well- 't of his

and the rest, and the glorious and eplendid
manner in which he has established his own
side of the case.
laudation is so profusely indulged, and ia so
fulsome, that we are led sometimes to doubt
whether the author does not really belong in
Ia a recent paper on
indeed, Dr. Ham-

sketched a kind

‘‘rcasoning insaunity,”
mond of New York
lunatic whose most prominent chara
istic, he saye, ‘‘is an overbearing egotism,
shows itself en all occasions.”

ol

which
further observes that °*‘the egotism of these
*‘people i3 unmarked by the least
““of modesty in obtruding themselves and
“their avowed good qualities %ipon t!
public at every opportunity. They boast
‘““of their genius, their righteousness, their
‘“goodnees of
‘‘ honor, their learning and other gnalities
*“ and acquirements, and this when they are
‘¢ perfectly aware that they are commonplace,
“irreligions, cruel and vindiclive, utterly
‘“devoid of any chivalrous and
“gaturated with igaorance.”

We do net mean to imply that Mr, Hall is
all the bad things recited by Dr., Hammond,
but it is impossible to deny that a man who,
without scientific training, apparently ignor-
ant of all languages but his own, in the
absence of experiwnental research, and upon
no better foundation than a preconceived
notior, itself baszd upon superstition of the
grossest kind, undertakes deliberately to
overthrow the hypothesis which years of labor-
ious and extended research in all the domain
of science have fortified and established, and
which now rests upen an immense mass of
the most clearly verified phenomena, is much
more likely to be a presumptuous and per-
haps not quite sane egotist, than a heaven-
sent genius and the teacher of his age, To
those who, frcm the laxity of their in-
tellectual training, are unable to distinguish
between solid and sham arguments, The
Problem of Life iz quite likely to appear a
powerful work, Just so the village school-
master, though but an ignorant elf, seoms a
very Sclomon to the still more ignorant rus-
tics of his neighberhood. But the real value
of the book must be appraised by a higher
order of intelligence, and the estimate at
which it will finally be placed has in fact al-
ready been made,

Of course we have not the space to exam-
ine the author’s mock arguments in detail,
even did we consider the game worth the
candle, but in order to prove to our readers
that we have not overstated his presamption
and kLis ignorance, we will take a single spe-
cimen of his work, and analyza it a little,
Among the argnments for Evolution drawn
fromr Embryology considerable stress has
been laid by Hueckel and others upon the
appearance in the humezn embryo, at an early
stage of its development, of a series of fissures
at each side of the head, resembling in all
respects the rudimentary gills of the fish.
This phenomencn is made use of to support
the conclusion that ths human embryo passes
through the several stages of development be-
tween the simple cell and the mammal, dur-
ing gestation, thus marking the steps by
which the human race has been evolved from
the moneron, Mr, Wilford Hall, in his
ferocious assault upon Haeckel, falls tooth
and nail upon this gill phenomenon, and
actually cenies the fact of its occurrence,
basing this denial, not upon experimental
research in embryology, not upon any knowl-
edge of anatomy or physiology, but upon an
examination of the lithographic plates pub-
liched in an English translation of Haeckel's
work ! To us, and, we venture to thiuk, to

trace

ic

““

heart, their high sense of

feeling,

every sober and clear - minded person,
such an example is concluzsive, Here
is a  wrier who 1is 8o grossly

ignorant of embryology as not to know that
the actual resemblarce of the so-called
pharyngeal arches to the gills of a fish is a
completely-established physiological fact;
and whese methods are so hopelessly and
utterly unscientific that he undertakes to
refute the statements of ome of the most
thorough experimental embryologists living,
by an argument based upon the appearance
of arough drawing of an embryo! Had he
looked into any standard work on physiol-
ogy he wou!d have been saved frcm such a
blunder. For instance, if ha had opened
Carpenter he would have found it stated
that ** The aorta subdivides on either side of
‘‘the neck into four or five arches, which
‘““are separated by fissures much re-
‘‘sembling these forming the entrances to
‘“the gill-cavities of cartilaginous fishes.”
Gray’s Asatomy would have given him the
same information, and, in fact, any text.
book, But instead of ascertaining the facts
before presaming to discuss the queitior,
this rash and reckless ignoramus plunges
headlong icto the most preposterous ab-
surdities, and in the teeth of all the authori-
ties gravely argues, upon the strength of his
conception of a plate in a book, that the
pharyngeal arches are not fissures at all,
but merely ‘‘ folds of the skin,” It is by
arguments of this character and consisteney
that he has sought to overthrow the evolu-
tionary hypothesis, and though we have con-
sidered it qnite sufficient to adduce this one
glaring instance of his folly and audacity,
we can assure our readers that his book is a
perfect mine of blunders, and that some of
them” are, if possible, more inconceivakly
puerile and stupid than the one we have
cited.

As to his tedious and wordy treatise on
Sound, we quite agree with the criticism of
Professor Brockett, that “as an argument
‘‘against the undulatory theory of Sound,
*‘it is an utter failare.” The arguments to
establish a Personal God and the Immortality
of the Soul, are, as was to have been ex-
pected, about as untenable as argnments of
that kind usunally are. The whole work,
however, is perfectly saturated with the most
egregious egotism, and this feeling leads the
author to punish his poor opponents in the
most pitiless fashion. What their sentiments
are may probably be gathered from the story
of the Giant who once upon a time, happen-
ing to look down toward his feet, notieed
that a Little Dwarf was exerting himself
very violently in that direction, throwing his
little limbs about, stamping and dancing in
quite a singular manner. Upon seeing which
phenomenon the Giaat innocently inquired,
“ What are you doing down there, my little
“man? “ Doing ! said the Dwarf with
fury in his eyes, “I'm fighting you?’ and
thereupon he fell to again with redoubled
vigor, while the good-natured Giant laughed
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Best Pleads €ulity Letter Thiel Are
rested—Opposition te the Sale of the
Merchants’ Exchange FProperty  Beath's
Doings for a Yeek Suaietde of Young

German—Body Found In ihe Hapy te.
[SPECIAL TC THE RECORD UNION. ]

SAx Fraxcisco, March 17th.—DPostal In-

gpector Sharp revorts from Ogden that he ha

arrested Jobn Kimball, mail ag
Utah Northern Railroad, for embez:
ters,

John T. Best, clerk of the Lisht-house
Board, to-day, in the United States Cour
vleaded guilty of forgery. Sentencs was de-
ferred till next week,

At a special meeting of the San Franeizco
Stock Board yesterday, it was resol
to consent to the sale of the Merchants’
change property, in which the Stock Board
owns 200 shares of stock,

Charged with Forging Pesteflice Money
Orders.

SaN Fraxcisco, March 17.h. — Uuited
States Marshal Pocle left for San Jose this
morning to arrest James Rutherford, a wagon
maker by trade, on a warrant charging him
with forging the siznature of T. D. White to
three Postoflice money orders of £50 each, on
the 12th of last November. Rutbherferd is
accused of writing to the failer and
a brother of White, who rezide in one of
the interior States, in White’s rame, and ask-
ing for a remittance of $150 from each to
meet his pressing wants. Oune of the parties
sent three postal drafts for £50 each, which,
it is charged, Rutherford had cashed. The
other party sent out a check for the smount
written for, payable to the order of White,
and as Rutherford could not ba identified as
the rightful owner of the check, he did not
get the money or ii.

A Week's Death Record.

SaN Francisco, March 17th.—Up to noon
to-day 122 deaths had been reported at the
Health Office, For the corresponding week
of last year there were but 66. The health
authorities believe that most of the causes of
death are attributable to measles and the
germs of disease left in the sysiem as a con-
sequent result, Pneumocia, lung, throat and
chest diseases claimed the large msajority of
the victims, mest of whom were youug.

Body Found.

SaN Francisco, March 17th.—The body
of an unkunown man was found in the bay
this afternoon. It had been in the water
some time. Nothing was found by which the
remains could be identified, bus they are sup-
posed to be those of a sailor.

Suicide by Shooting.

Sax  Francisco, March 17:h,—Adolph
Heinrich, a native of Germany, aged 29 years,
committed suicide at 6 o’clock this evening
at his residence, No. 231 Clara street, by
shooting himself throngh the heart. De-
ceased was a cigar maker by occupatiop, and
for a year past has been in poor health, He
leaves a wife,

Firancial Estimate for the Schools—Cor-

ner-Sione faying.,

. Sax Fraxcisco, March 17th,—At a meet-
iog held this eveningz by the Board of Educa-
tion, the financial estimate for the fiscal year
1882-3 was presented. “The estimate is placed
at the sum of $850,000.

To-morrow being the feast of St. Joseph,
Patron of the Universal Church, the corner-
stone of the now Home for Old Ladies will
be laid with appropriate ceremonies. Arch-
bishop Alemany will officiate, and Rev. J. B,
McNally will deliver an oration, Governor
Perkins has promised to be present, and it is
; expected that other State and county officials
will be present. The building will be erected
at the corner of Masonic avenue and Turk
street,

ProNxeers’ Surt.—The Society of Pio-
neers, San Francisco, have a case on trial
there, in which it is plaintiff, against the
nominal tenants of a forty-foot lot on
Fourth street, near Market. James Lick
conveyed the lot to the Society in 1873, on
conditien that the Pioneers should within
two years next following erect thereon a
substantial and elegant brick edifice, three
stories in hight, with a granite front, which
was to be faced with designs commemora-
tive of California’s early bistory ; that in
design the structure should be classic to
such an extent that it could be easily dis-
tinguished from buildings used for busi-
ness or commercial purposes, The grantor,
in a clause in the deed, provided that him.
self and his heirs and assigns should have
the right to possess and occupy the prem-
ises up to the time the Society of Califor-
nia Pioneers began the erection of the
building. Subsequently, and before the
two years had elapsed, James Lick modi-
fied the conditions of his gift by another
deed, in which the Pioneers were given ten
zean in which to erect the building speci-

ed, After the death of the grantor his
son appeared, and sought to dispose of 195
feet of the property on Fourth street be-
longing to the estate, 40 feet of which was
the lot now in dispute. The property was
not disposed of, and the Society of Pio-
neers, for the purpose of testing the owner-
ship of the disputed lot, brought the suit
against the tenants. The trial will occupy
several days,

Hue PuscH as a beverage, whether cold or
hot, is just the thing. No **night cap,” after
exposure to cold, is more beneficial, and fo
sleepless, tired or discomfortsd persons, it is
soothing and refreshing. Sold by all grocers,
druggists and wine merchants. Richards &

Harricon, San Francisco, sole uts for the
Pacific coast, 2




