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TRAVELING IN A VICIOUS CIRCLE.
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Kev. Harvey Stesrns, in an affray at Fort Worth,
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A gambler has been sued by the Logansport (Ind.)
recover £19,000 at faro by Cashier

Bank lTost
Goodwin.

A thander-storm has partially checked the forest
fires near Eest Tawas, Mich.

The Railroad Commission adjourned at San Fran-
cisco yesterday until Avgust 15th.

The drowned body of Charles Wilcox was {ound
in Clark’s Fork, Oregon, Thursday.

George Coswell, a railroad employe, was beaten
nesrly to death at Rock Island, Mout , by a notor-

to

ious rough ealled ““ Red.”

The death sentence of Johu C. Powers has been
commuted by the Governor of Oregon to imprison-
ment for life.

A residence
Or., yesterday

Ano account of the murder of Cuammings, on
Snake river in Washington Territory, i8 given this

was destroyed by fire at Portland,

meoruing.
The body of the late American Minister Marsh
was interred in the Protestant Cemetery at Rome,
yesterday.
John Houston, a printer, has mysteriously

peared from Boise City, Idaho.

The wooden wing of the Colusa House, at Colusa,
was destroyed by fire yesterday.

Anna Parnell is dangerously ill with brain fever,
and but slight hopes are emtertained of her re-
covery.

The Louisville Jockey Club will give a ten days’
running meeting, beginning September 20th.

The Nebraska State Temperance Convention ad-
journed at Lincoln yesterday.

The contest between rival candidates to be princi-
pal chief ot the Choctaw Nation, in Indian Perri-
tory, is an exeiting one, and it is feared that blood
shed may result.

Tue Reading Indep 4 : ‘“The people
have been dieabuscd of the erroneous idea that the
Sunday law i8 a question of religion and a creation
of priesthood, and are fully alive to the fact that it
is a statute designed o preserve the rights ol the
laboring man—to bring the greatest good to the
greatest number. Even the Democratic papers
dare not support their own platform on this subject,
but are forced to try and explain it away. Men
who now engage in business on Sunday would ball
the uniform enforcement of & holiday statute with
pleasure, as it will give them & day of much needed
rest.”

. -

Tue Sierra county Tribune says: * The SAcRa-
uexTo RECORD-UNION i8 hitting the nail gquare on
the head in regard to the demagogic attacks on all
Sunday laws. Itisnota religious question at all,
or even a guestion of morals. It is a question of
protecting or not protecting certain rights or neces-.
sary privileges of the working class of gociety in
this State, and giving them one day which they can
call their own. The ph well-being of the peo
ple is all there ig about it,and all that there is

cod
tected.

needing to be p

— e T
In this iesue of the Recorn-Uxiox will befound a
table of much value and interset. 1t is an

official exhibit, from the United States Treasury
Department, of the national debt from 1856 to July
1, 1382, inclusive. It presents all the detals of the
debt and interest in an exhaustive analysis, show-
ing both in ail their stages, their rise, increase
and declination, and their per capita relation for
each jear, together with other iuteresting data. It
shouid be carefully examined and preserved by all
thoughtiul citizens.
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'Tur Los Angeles Ezpress, excusing General Stone
man, says: * Cavalry as well as infantry must sur-
render when all chances of retreat are cut off.”
Yes, that's the matter with the General this year.
But there are people who think fighting is better
However, a good ‘‘retreater ’

than retreating.
saves hig *' bones.”
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‘zamsner admits

ths railway company, and the

that ha did, why did he draw m at ali? Why
not leave it in the treasury, wh longed ?
Tuey hav ic ticket for

the Unio

|

{ g 2 .

| But the whole line they have taken 1s not
i

* | The railroads have nething

1 they dare to g

have no isgue upon wi
} . and so they have under-

ture one out of pretended

San Jose. The extent of

may be

n at

Convent
red from this.

utterly discredited. They

their dema-

N nu
| gogisEl, pu

the past twenty years. ave set oub

to make a war upon the railrcads which 18

.d to result in nothing be e of

1d ignorance and perversenees.
to apprehend

b

them with proposi-
.8 for a twenty per cent. flat red

The very extrava-

from men who aitac

on fares and freights.
of such propositions renders them
But they are by no
The un-

gance
tirely harmless.
| means as harmless to the people.
nulous rogues who masquerade behind

disguizes, and who are al-

mono

notice, have never done anything but to

delay the accomplishment of real reforms.

5| Thev are arrant quacks, who only aggra-

vate the c

who, by confusing the public mind, render
insoluble problems which would yield to
sober and dispassionate and patient treat-
ment.

Several years ago Chsrles Francis Ad-
ams observed, in the connection :
¢ What is called the railroad problem

same

‘g

ceems to me, now more than ever, a

¢ yet one the practical solution of which
*“is, under existing circumstances, hardly
The difficulties in tae

Our laws, the

‘ to be hoped for.
‘““way are very obvious.
“political catch-words which ouatweigh
: 1 argument, and an uninformed public
opinion, do not allow the railroad sys
tem to follow out guietly its natural
course of development, subject to an in.
telligent restraint when that develop-
We
are always pounding away at 1if, it is
true, but after a crazy,
mistaken on some false or
quite immaterial issue, The weak points
of the system are not generally known;
the patience necessary to find them out
“is looked upon as a sign of timidity or
“‘treachery ; and thus every attempt at
“ dealing with a really great and intricate
¢ gubject takes, soon or late, the form of

ment runs into essential abuses.

generally
fashion, or

‘“ 3 new quack cureall legislative pill.”
Does not every word of this apply to
the history of the railroad question in
California? That history is a record of
unmerous * crazy, mistaken ™ assaults upon
the railroads, inspired by ferocious malig-
nity, united with a blind desire to destroy
the corporations, destitute of reason or
tolerance or patience or common sense.
And what has been the resultof these vio-
lent assaults? We reply, nothing but
froth and noise. The absence of intel-
ligence in the movements has deprived
them of all significance, and they have
every one ultimately broken up as a roar-
ing line of billows is broken up when it
barls itself upon a rocky coast.

The sound and fury of these Anti-Monop-
oly movements have availed them nothing
but to delude the people. They have gone
on to the last pursuing phantoms of their
own creation, and at the first touch of cold
facts they have diseolved and disappeared.
It might have been thought that this ex-
perience, which has been repeated several
times, should have by this time enlight-
ened the public. Perhaps it has. Of that
the election will be the best test. DBut
the Democratic politicans evidently be-
lieve that the worn-out and discredited old
barbarous methods are still good enough to
bait their hooks with, and so they proeceed
to beat tke Anti-Railroad tom-toms in the
familiar fashion, The Republican party
has now an opportunity to utilize tbe
Democracy as a shocking example. It is
left to the Republicans to show their ap-
preciation of the intelligence of the public
by avoiding the blunders and crudities
into which the demagogism of their op-
ponents has led the latter, Experience
has proved in the most definitive way that
the railroad problem never can be solved
in the way the Democrats propose to solve
it. That has been tried, again and again,
and bas failed. It has been tried so often,
and has failed so signally, thatonly an un-
commonly impudent knave or stapid fool
would pledge himself at this time to try it
again, or would pretend to regard itasa
practical line of policy.

Even when demagogues find themselves
in office they are often compelled by the
inexorable force of circumstances to reason
logically. As an instance of this we will
give an extract from the report of Gieneral
Stoneman when he was Chairman of the
Railroad Commission, He then said,
officially :  ** A proposition to fix by law
‘“the rates of freight on each commodity
““transported, is a propesal todetermine the
« proportions in which the difference in
“ terminal values shall be divided between
‘“the producer and the carrier, and to
“‘yalue the share allotted to the latter in
““advance, But difference of terminal
“‘ yalues is 8o utterly different in the cases
“of the innumerable variety of different
“‘ comamodities carried ; g0 varies, even in
““the case of the same commodity, with
‘‘geasons, places and circumstances; isso de-
‘ pendent, in many instances, on the course
¢ of market values abroad, which fluctuate
“gven from day to day, that it is simply
“‘impossible to frame a tariff based on such
“division, which will not prove either in-
“‘effectual on the one hand, or unjust on
‘““the other.,” The man whe subscribed to
these views now declares himself in favor
of a full twenty per cent. reduction of
rates. He knows that such a reduction is
impracticable. He knows that to attempt
it would paralyze transportation and block
the wheels of industry. But becaunse he
is a candidate, and thinks the people are
credulous fools, who will swallow any

rs that

fatuons nonsense, he takea this position,
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could not withstand them ; but now he is
only dealing with what be regards as an
ignorant and prejudiced public, and 8o he
i willing to say anything. But the whole
Damocratic programme travels in a vicious
circle. It isthe same old story over again.
| The same quack remedies.
| tainty of failure. The Republican party
| can best oppose this by assuming that the
i (alifornia voter has intelligence, axd knows
when he has been hoodwirked, and by
! taking a manly, explicit, impartial and
l enlightened position upon the question ot
To copy after the
Democracy i8 ruin. To 18sue
them squarely promises victory.
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THE POOR MAR'S DAY.
Sunday is emphatically the poor mar’s
It ie the one holiday a week which
It is the

day.
he has not to buy for himeelf.
| one day upon which he can feel in eome

{
?-ln:greu independent. On that day alone
|

| can he choose his own occupation, dispose
of the hours to suit himself, rest from his
toil, refresh his brain and weary muscles at
once, attend to his family, and do some-
thing to civilize himself and those who be-
The abolition of this Sunday

| long to him.
ihol;duy would do more to brutalize the
i masses than any other change that can be

conceived of. Not even free whisky woenld
f so surely and hopelessly enslave and de-
| grade the toiling millions. Yet the Demo
cratic party of California, in State Conven-
tion assembled, has pledged itself not only
to the repeal of tbe existing Sunday law,
but to the prevention of any legislation
bavirg the same end in view. Thieis the
same Democratic party which professes to
be the special champion of laber. In
adopting the fifth plank of the San Joze
platform it has betrayed its alleged friends
| and proteges, and has done what it could
! to deliver them over, bound hand and foot,
to mental and physical degradation. There
need not be any question of religion in
this discussion. The inevitable conse-
quence of the success of the Democracy in
their present raid upon Sunday legislation
can be perceived as clearly by the agnostic
as by the Christian. It i8 the abolition of
the rest day at which their plank is aimed;
and it requires no special keenness to see
that this must follow the repeal of all Sun-
day legislation, It is the most insidious,
deadly blow te the comfort and happiness
and future prospects of the peor man that
has ever been struck by a political organ-
zation, and the people have not been slow
to realizs this fact. Nor can the Dame-
cratic journals lessen the significance of
their platform by asserting that they,
speaking for themselves, are in favor of the
Sunday holiday. They cannot speak for
their party. They cannot set aside ifs
official declaration of issues and prin-
ciples, If it carries the State in Novem-
ber the meaning of its victory will be io-
terpreted in no other way than by the
platform. It will be at cnce claimed and
perforce conceded that the people of Cali-
fornia have consented to the abelition of
Sunday. And therefore there is no escape
from the conclusion that every vote for
the Democratic ticket will be a vote for
the abelition of the poor man’s holiday.
These are the plain facts of the situation,
We lay them before Democrats as well as
before Republicans. We challenge all
whom it may concern to dispute the prop-
osition that a Democratic victory must be
regarded as a popular indorsement of the
Democratic position on the Sunday law.
Neor is there any room for doubt as to the
meaning of the Democratic declaration.
There is the platform, for all to read, and
we confidently affirm that out of that fifth
plank it is impossible to deduce any other
conclusion than that which we have staled.

THE CONTRACT SYSTEM.

We priat this morning a letter written
by Mr. J. C. Stubbs, the General Freight
Agent of the Central Pacific Rail-
way Company, to the FEzraminer, in ex-
planation and vindication of the much-
abueed contract system. The statement of
Mr. Stubbs speaks for itself, It is an en-
tirely lucid and sufficient answer to the
wild and foolish assertions which have
been made by the Examiner and Chronicle,
Tre former of these journals has published
an article upon the letter which only shows
that the Bohemians who conduct that
paper have received orders not to trust the
railroad company with even an appearance
of fairness, The statement of Mr. Stubbs
cannot be met by thé' Kraminer, and it
will convince every candid reader that the
system which has been so decried is in all
respects perfectly fair to the shippers. The
one fact that every such contract is sought
by the latter, indeed, should be of itself
sufficient to disprove the monstrous fables
which have been circulated in this con-
nection. The real fact, however, is that
merchants constantly endeavor to obtain
commercial advantages over one another
by this means, and that many of them
resent the efforts of the railroad company to
maintain equality between them. How
this iz done we will endeavor to explain
by an illustration. A is a hard,
ware merchant, but has a specialty
in, say, axes. Of these he imports several
carloads a year, but he does very little in,
gay, shovels, Now A will go to the rail-
road company and negotiate for a special
contract, and when he and the freight
agent are making the rates on the several
articles comprising the schedule, he will
ask for a very low rate on axes. 'Toobtain
this he is perfectly willing that the rates
shall be marked up on goods of which he
imports comparatively little, and he will
casually suggest that he can stand a high
rate on shovels, He does this well know-
ing that his neighbor B has a specialty in
shovels, Next day B comes in to geta
gpecial contract, and the freight agent at
once shows him the contract made with A.
He glances down it and perceives that
ghovels have been marked up, and of
course inquires the reason, Theagent can
only reply that A himself proposed the ar-
rangement. ‘‘And well he might,” says
B. ¢ For while he knows that I import
“twenty carloada of shovels every year,
“ he himself does not sell half a carload !”

Of course it is impostible for a railroad
freight agent to understand the inside of
every man's business. As Mr. Stubbs
says, the shippers themselves for the most
part make their own rates, simply because
they alone can tell what arrangements it
will pay them to make. But the shippers
often undertake to get the better of the
railroad company, and it is to defeat these
combinations that it has been found neces-
sary to make the contracts as binding as
poesible, Two m for instance,
" will agres between themselvas to make

erchants,

contracts with the railroad company, acd
in doing so each will propese high rates for
articles of which he imports very little,
and at the eame time secure low rates on
something which the other sells a great
Then they exchange gocds, and
so defeat the contract. Another method
has been for a shipper by rail to arrange
with a shipper by sea on the same princi-
ples, and thus to secure all the advantages
of all-rail carriage for two firms, at the ex-
pense of one contract. Of course, when
shippers are playing these and similar
tricks it often happens that somebody gets
hurt, and then there

outery. Buat nothing can be more untrue
than the assertion that there is any coer-
cion or oppression abous the system. The
shippers make special contracts because

deal of.

is resentment and

they see that they can make mcney by it.
The open rates are free to everybody, and
they are the same for all. Every merchant
knows what they are, and if he prefers
a contract it is because he believes that it

will give

yreater advantages than she
open rates.

A
system does wo% suit the heavy

What they want is a

Mr. Stu!

guarantee of tonnage,
because under that system they would
have a perp:tual advantage over the small

shippere. g
most clearly and indisputably in the inter-
est of the small shippers, has refused to

The company, rowever, actt

give the large importers this kind of mo-
nopoly, and has thrown open the contract
system to the whele public, putting it
upon the simple basis of a contract to do
all the transportation for each individual
who enters into the agreement. Those who
enter this contract do go voluntarily, and
for no other reason than because they see
their profit in it., If, having made it, any
of them undertake to evade it subse-
quently, the company must protect itself,
and has a perfect right to de so, for, as
Mr, Stubbs ohserves, this is the sole con.
sideration to the railroad in the whole ar-
rangement. Frequently the advantage is
all on the side of the shipper, as, for in-
stance, where a man is really engaged in the
importation of but one or two articles, In
guch a case he can afford to have all the
rest of the line of his business marked up,
but the high rates do not affect him, be-
cause he has low rates on the only goods he
really deals in. We could mention many
specific cases of this kind, in which it is
perfectly clear that the railroad actually
loses money by making the contract,
The idea that the sbippers are all vnsophis.
ticated individuals, who are wofully op-
pressed by the railroad, and ground down
under its tyrannical regulations, is alto-
gether too diaphanous. The truth is that
the company has enough to do to hold its
own against these very innocent persons,
The Anti-Monopoly howlers, however,
have undertaken to ‘‘ hedge ” on this sub-
ject. They have been very careful to
assert that it was useless to try to get at
the truth througa the shippers, for the rea-
son that the latter are afraid to speak out.
This is rather an ingenious method of ex-
plaining in advance the absolute dearth of
evidence in support of the charges., The
truth is that the shippers do not *‘ speak
out " because they
They are businees men, and they know very
well that when they make these contracts
The fact

increasing
g

have

nothing to divulge,

it i3 for their own advantage,
that the number of contracts is
continually shows thatthe merchantsarenot
afraid of them. There is no mystery about
the business. The railroad makes the con-
tracts in order to secure more and steadier
traffic. The merchant makes them because
it pays him to do so. Nobody is ceerced,
nobody is oppressed, nobody is cheated,
Mr. Doyle and Mr, Gibbs, the Zraminer
and the Chronicle, to the contrary notwith-
standing. The contract system is based
upon ordinary and familiar business princi-
ples. Anybody may take it or leave it, as
they choose. The rational presumption of
course is and must be that all who take it
believe that it is to their advantage to do
80. The fact that nmearly all who have
taken it have continued it justifies the
furthor presumption that theseanticipations
of advantage have not been disappointed.
The fact is that a more utterly fraudulent
and preposterous howl was never raised
than this about the contract system, and
that the demagogues must have been terri-
bly in need of a cause of offense against the
railroad when they invented it.

ENGLAND AND THE PCRTE.

The Sultan appears to have slowly made
up his mind to send an expedition to
Egypt, but he has acted too late, If he
sends an expedition now the English Gov-
ernment will claim the right to control it.
England will not permit the Porte to take
precedence in the Egyptian operations.
The dispatch of a Turkish expedition
would, however, bring the question of a
holy war to a head, for Arabi would then
have to engage in hostilities with Moham-
medans, The unabated insolenceof the rebel
soldier does not at all necessarily indicate
consciousness of hie strength., On the con-
trary there are many signs that the Egyp-
tians generally would be glad to return to
their allegiance to the Khedive if they
were not intimidated by the army, and it
may be regarded as certain that at the first
considerable reverse the army itself will
melt away. The Sultan would no doubt
like to get control of Egypt again, and re-
duce it to the condition of a province, but
England cannot permit that, since she is
bound to protect the Suez Canal, and
since she could not do that if the
country were once more abandoned to op-
preesion and plunder and anarchy and in-
trigne, which is all that Turkish rule can
bring forth, As the case standa it may
easily be understood that Kngland would
prefer to do the work in Egypt single-
handed, though she can hardly refuse the
co-operation of the Porte if it is offered.
Turkish troops, however, will, in the event
of ca operation, probably be retained for
garrison purposes, while active operation:
will be carried on by the East Indian con-
tingent and the British forces, It appears
now that France hae concluded not to send
a land force, and though the Porte has be-
gun to talk seriously of embarking troops,
it is by no meana certain that anything of
the kind will be done, it is hardly likely
that the Sultan is alarmed at the impudent
threat of Arabi, for he knows that
the holy war  Dbusiness is a very
precarious kind of resort, and of course
he has no particular respect for the
military prowess of a commander who has
never exhibited any genius, and who has
under him an army which the Abyssinians
Yy

whipped ignominio In fact, a dozen

batsalione of Turks wounld no dcubt dis-

perse all Arabi’s forces in thirty minutes.

Against the heroes of Plevna the run-.

away Hgyptians would stand no show

whatever. But the Turk is not wanted

in Egypt just now, and if he goes there he

will not be permitted te do any conquer-

ing on his own account. In the interest

of civilization, and for the protection of
her Indian Empire, England is bound to
restore order to Egypt, and to do so she
must wipe out Arabi Pasha and all his
clique, This ehe will undoubtedly do, and
when it is done she will have a good deal,
if not everything, to say about the kind of
government Egypt shall thereafter pos-
sess, And KEurope generally this time
acquiesces in the necessity and the justice
of the Hvglish policy in Egypt.

THE “TIMES” AND THE DYNAMITE
SCHOOL. :
"The London 7’5;71:;;\4'0:‘}' gevere on the

toleration of what it calls the
“*school” by the American people.
occasion of its censure appears to have
been a story from New York to the effect
that a echool had been established in that
city by the Doncvan Rossa faction, for
giving instruction in the preparation and
use of all kinds of deadly explosives ; the
said knowledge to be subsequently utilized
in the destruction of Eritish life and prop-
erty. Now it would be saying too much
to assert that there is actually no ground
for the criticiam of the 7imes. It must bs
admitted that the exigencies of politics
canse Americans to tolerate a great deal

“* dynamite
The

A REJOINDER.

FREIGET MANAGER J. C STUBBS RE-
PLIES TO THE “EXsMINER.”

Freight Charges—The Contract System—
The Railroad Question.

(. Stubhe, the General Manager of the
1t-Traffic Department, Central Pacific
Railroad Company, has written a letter to
the San Francisco Eraminer on the railroad
freight question. It reads as follows:

Orrice OF FREIGBT TRAFFIC MANAGER, (
< >

>
v, X,

San Francisco, July 25, 1882, |

To the Editor of the Eraminer—Sir: Of
lats the writer has frequently been asked,
* Why does the railroad company allow the
misstatements which are being circulated re-
specting the matter of contracts for through
Weat-bound freight te go uncontradicted ? ”
The apawer ig, that the animus of the attacks
upon the railroad company is obvious to all
who read. With respect to the *‘ contract
plan,” which has been particularized as espe-
cially obuoxions to the merchant and hurtful
to trade, thoee concerned are as familiar with
it as are the railroad agents. The knowledge
of the merchant is a sufficient defense, before
his judgment and conscience, against the pub-
lications of those who find pleasure or profit
in misrepresenting the railroad companies,
It has been urged, however, and by a promi-
nent merchant, too, that it is due to the mer-
chant, who i8 charged with being a party to
a scandalous abomination that 1s ‘*sapping
the foundations of the city’s proeperity,” and
to the railroad comparies, the other parties
thereto, that a fair statement of the facts be
meds; otherwise, the mass of the paople,
who are not in trade would accept these false
reports as true. For the purpose of making
sach a statement, I respectfully ask the
courtesy of your columns,

I presume all will admit that the legitimate

which they really condemn,
reagon why American public opiniorn has
been 8o quiescent in the face of the out-

‘‘gchool,” has been the absence of any
faith in the seriousmess or reality of
these announcements. The Times appears
not to know that Donevan and his fol-

in this country, but so it is. When these
persons get some New York reporter to
write up their ‘‘ dynamite school,” or their
fulsome lies about the vessels they have
blown up, or their disgusting brag aboat

the destruction they are preparing
for the “ perfidious Saxon,” the

American people shrug their shoulders and
conclude that another assesement is about
to be levied upon the servant girls. No-
body believes that the ‘‘dynamite school”
represents any real or dangerous element.
It is regarded as a method of ““moral agri-
“‘ culture,” by means of which certain in-
dolent people contrive to gel themselves
supported without working. There may,
perhaps, be more in it than this; buf at all
events nothing has hitherto occurred to
warrant such a belif. And England has
occasional'y harbored a good many more

the Governments against whose heads they
were plotting. A country which knows
what the maintenance of freedom entails in
the way of abuses, ought to understand
that it is often necessary to submit to
things which are disagreeable, because not
to submit to them would involve some tam-
pering with the fundamental principles
upon which liberty rests. But in any
case there is no reason to apprehend any
real danger from the ‘‘dynamite school,”

themselves up than anybody else.
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THE PENNSYLVAKNIA INDEPENDENTS.

The Yennsyivania Indeperdents have
given their final answer to Don Cameron’s
men, They refuse to accept any of the
propozitions made to them. They say that
they are united to fight *‘ Bossism,” and
that they cannot agree to terme which
would stultify them at the very outset.
They are right. Had they allowed them-
selves'to be persuaded by Cameron’s man-
agers they would have ceased to deserve
and to receive the support of the really
independent element among the Republi-
can voters of Pennsylvania, They must
maintain the principles for which they
leagned together, or they must disband.
It was 1mpossible that any compromise
should have been reached between two
elements so hopelessly antagenistic. Any
such arrangement would have been as de-
trimental to morals as a pact between po-
licemen and thieves.

PRICES HERE AND ELSEWHEERE,

We printed yesterday a letter from an
Englishman who is familiar with the retail
grocery business in England and the
United States, and who gave a series of
illustrations of the much higher scale of
prices paid for varione neceszsary articles
in this country. One of the most remark-
able points made by our correspondent,
however, was in relation to canned salmon.
Now this is put up on the spot, as we may
say. Yet it appears that whereas it is
retailed in Liverpool at 12 cents per can,
it isgold for 20 cents in California. It can-
not be snown that the higher price here is
due to ** railroad extortion,” for no freight
is paid onm it before it is sold in this mar-
ket. Yet a8 we have seen it is possible to
take these goods all the way to Liverpool,
and then sell them 8 cents a cam cheaper
than they are bought in Sacramento.

PREPARING TO COME DOWH,

It looks as though Arabi was preparing
to come down before he is shot at. He is
said to have expressed a desire to sur-
render to somebody, provided he car ob.
tain satisfactory terms. Under the cir-
cumstances it will probably not be thought
safe to establish such an awkward prece-
dent, thongh if Turkey was alone in the
affair no doubt ehe would accept the pro-
posal, and then cause Arabi to be guietly
put out of the way as soon as he had de-
livered himself. As itis, he will apparently
have to fight, unless he is prepared to sar-
render without conditions, or at best on
the promice of his life.

TAE TARIFF COMMISSIOR.

The Tariffi Commiseion, it is gravely
aszerted, is at present being *‘coached ”
by a number of grotectionists, who are
giving valuable advice as tc the ameount
of proteetion their reepective interests re-
quire, We are not surprised at this, be.
canse it was just what such a Tariff Com.
mission might bave been expected to do,
We see that the quinine manufacturers are
at work to get the duty om the drug
again. This item will be read with special
interest in malarious districts, the people
of which will of course appreciate the pa-
ternal care manifested toward them by the
Government,
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functions of railroad compauies are those of
| carriers for profit. Pursuing the exercise of
| these fanctions, the ssveral companies whose
| railroads comnect the Atlantic and Pacific
| States have sougbt the carryiong trade between
those States, the object being one common to
all capable, enterprising business men, to se-
cure the maximum trade at the maximum
price. They posssssed ne monopoly, else
there would have been noincitement to effort,
no necessity to plan and labor to enlarge the
traffic overland. On the contrary, they had
encountered competition the most ditficult to
overcome—competitors as numerous as the
ships engeged in the geme trade. They were
subjected to that universal law that a service
or a thing 18 worth no more and no less than
what others can and will perform or produce
it for—time and place beivg factors in the
cost of reproduction—and were obliged to
conform their methods to the pecaliar nature
of their competition,

The shorter time acnd lesser risk of trans-
portation overland, as against the sea route,
would secure to the former a share of the
trade at a greater price than any they have
ever asked ; but for the larger portion, the
total cost of shipment by sea would necesaa-
{ rily measure the freighting charge by rail.
Numerous experiments and careful study
proved, however, that the valua to the ship-
per of the service by rail, as compared with
the service by ship, was difficult, if not im-
possible, to determine, except by an average
for a given time.

On most commodities—except those of
greatest valua, on which the ordinary insur-
ance would exceed the highest rate asked by
the rail carriers, or which, by reason of
perishable nature, could not stand the sea
e —a portion, for temporary needs,
seek the rail line, while the bulk would
go by sea. The average rate made by com-
putiog freight and all the charges incident to
transportation by both rates, of course repre-
sented what the railroad carriers might fairly
ask for carrying the whole ; yet this average
would be greater than the actual coat by sea;
hecce, if published as the rail rate, while it
would doubtless increase the tonnage by rail,
would scarcely increass the earsings. It was
evident that the shipper must be plsced under
some obligation, in consideration of the re-
duced rate overland, to ship his goods by that
route. All shippers professed a preference
for the all-rail route at the same gross cost.
The rail carriers desired to indulge that pref-
e, if it could be done with profit.
> simplest plan, and the one which was
most frequently suggested by Cspe Horn
shippers, was a tariff based upoa a guaranty
of tonnage; e. g., the merchant would agree
to thip a definite quantity of goods within a
given time, in consideration of a certain rate
of freight, The suggestion was natural, be-
ing in harmeny with & well-settled and uni-
versally-practiced principle of trade. It was
preferable alike to carriers and the chief
patrons of the sea routes. It involved, how-
ever, the principle of discriminative or differ-
ential rates—for interest and credit. The
ability to carry a six months stock on the sea,
en route, and a six months stock in store, are
the chief factors deterwmining the availability
of the sea route toa shipper. The lowest
rates could only be obtained by the Jargest
shipper. This plan, whil® agreeable to the
large importers, and urged by them as the
only reasonable and just one, would be ob-
noxious to the smaller shipper and would be
opposed to the seutircent that there must be
no discrimination beiween persons in the
charge for freighting servica, It was then
decided to offer special inducements to any
and ali who would sagree to give to the rail
lines all of their business for one year, re-
gardless of its volume, It perbape needs no
| argument to support the statement that a
{ man, a will or a factory can, with profit,
afford to work at a lower rate per unit of
service or product, under a guaranty of con-
stant employment, than without such guar-
anty, being forced to take the chances of the
open market, Itis none the less true con-
cerning carriers,

On the other hand stability of rates is, of
itself, of great imiportance to the shipper, and
the guaranty of a definite rate of freight for
one year is of value to all except the specu-
lators. So far the proposition seemed to rest
upon sound and generally recognized business
principles. It presented, also, this feature—
that it asked not shipper to do an impossibil-
ity. To ask one man to guarantee five hun-
dred or & thousand tons of freight in one
yesr, in consideration of a certain rate of
freight, might be reasonable, His neighbor,
however, could nct comply with this condi-
tion, hence could not get the lower rate, and
would be unable to compete for the trade ;
but to give all his tonnage was a reasonable
condition, easily performed by every shipper,
and placed all upon a common footing, eo far
aa their sblizations to the carrier and the con-
siderations received therefor were concerned

The foregoing presents the salient points
in the history of the occasion, spirit and pur-
pese of the method of handling west-bound
through freight under what is known as the
contract plan, It will be obeerved that in
the adoption of the method iv use the car-
riers endeavored not only to avoid unjust
discrimination but also a discrimination which
may be termed the common law oi trade—
that which discounts in favor of the large
buyer—in order that no man might justly
comolain that the result of their policy was
to ‘“make the poor man poorer and the rich
man richer.” In doing o they antagenized,
to some extent, the desire of the heavy im-
porters (whosa trade was that which the rail-
road companies were seeking) for lower rates
than the ordinary shipper enjoyed, and cer-
tainly involved themselves iu & more cumber-
some and expensive uvndertaking than it
would have been uader the plan of ecaling
the rates in proportion to the tonnage hsn-
died—a plan which wonld have pleased all
the large houees, but which would have been
very objectionable to the smaller ones,

It is well known that the rates provided in
theze contracts are based upon the valus of
tha rail service as compared with the service
by ships. They have in all cases been de-
rived from information and advice received
from the largest shippers, the question to
thippers being: ** What will you pay?”’
So that, while many of the contract rates are
the result of a compromise of views between
the shipper and the freight agent, yet, upon
the whole, it may be said that the merchant,
and not the raiiroad companies, has made the
rate.

It may be well to note, just here, that no
shipper s rate is higher becauae of these con-
tracts, The largest importers enjoy special
advantages in shipping by sea aa compared
with small shippers using the same route.
The coat by sea to the large shipper, as a
rule, governs the rail contract rates, whether
the shipper be large or small.

The contract, (as an entirety, simply ex-
presses an agreement upon the part of the
importing merchant to give to the railroad
companies the carrying of all the geods han-
dled by them (i. e., which are supplied to his
trade) which are the ject of transporta-
tion from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast
States, and upon the part of the carriers to
give to the merchant in return for all of his
business, as above, the rates agresd upon be-
tween merchaat and freignt s
i mit a dealer, not

n#, %o receive the
mercaant;

contracting

hence the provision that the contract shculd
no; be made use of to be:efit other parties.
This was a reasonable and necessary protec-
tion to the regular and honest dealer, as well
as the carrier. Without it none ¢ uld or
would make the agreement. It orginsted
with the merchant and vos with the railroad
company,

Again, if a merchant were to buy in this
market, to supply his customers, goods known
to have been imported by eea, ne would not
perform his part of the agreement, but would
deprive the carrier of the sole cousideration
the contract secured to it. Withont these
provisions the contract plan wonld be in-
operative—of no value either to mer hant ox
carrier,

It is not true that merchants who have
chosen to accept the terms of the railroad com-
pauies have beec forbidden by the companies
or tueir sgents to buy goods in this market.
Such shippers have voluntarily undertaken,
for a valuable consideration, to give the rail-
road companies the carrying of all the goods
hauvdled by them which are brought from the
East. If this nndertaking is any restraing
upon them, the restraining act is their own
and not that of the railroaa companies.

It is not trus that merchants whohsvemade
contracts with the railroad companies are for-
biddexn to sell goods to any psarty or parties,
even though such party or parties may be
shippers of goode by tes. The contracting
merchant is at liberty to sell to whom he
pleases, and can do so freely. In no case will
he be charged a Ligher rate than the published
tariff,

It cannot be said that the plan has worked
as smoothly and pleassntly as the most
ing would desire, but it is subn
there has been manifested upon the part
the officers of the Central

of
Pacific Railroad
Company a patient and persistent effort to
work the business in 8 maoner o securs the

co-operation of tue shippers. The business of
trangportation must be handled noder rules
and regulatiors of general applicatior, and all
criticism should be made with that in view.
A general rule or regulation may prove nu-
reasonably restrictive when applicd to a pe-
culiar case, but if made to cever that particu-
lar case might prove, upon the whole,
burdensoms snd ovpressive,

The railroad compaunies participating in the
overland carrying trade are numerous, and
their freight sgents do not always agree. The
shippers employiug the railroads embracs all
trades, classes and conditions—a multitude of
men whose intera:t often conflict. It would
be strange, indeed, if there were not difter-
ences cf cpivion aud complaints arising there-
from constantly.

Every business man who has joined in
these contractis knows that he studied hisown
interests in doing 8o ; that there was Lo coer-
cion, no threat, nor any words or weans em-
ployed by the railroad agents to inflnence his
action, other than whst a man of reasonable
tact and discretion would employ in soliciting
the trade of a pew customer or an enlarged
patronage from sn old vne. All will acknowl-
edge that the cfiort tc iocrease the traffic
overland has worked au anuual rednction in
charges by rail, and thst the bencfits have
not been coufined t, rail shippers, becanse the
reduced rail rates have causad material reduc-
tione by sea.

There are very few, if any, who will not
say, from their owp knowledge, that most of
tbe complaints they Lave to make arise from
cauzes which the Central Pacific Railroad
Company cannot control ; that in the distri-
bution of their goods to the interior, over
lines wholly coatrolled by the latter com-
pany, they seldom have occasion for fault-
finding,

The contraet plan has been in use for gev-
eral years, and judging from the constantly
increasing vumber of merchants availing
themselves of it, has steadily grown in favor,
Is it not, then, very strange that it should be
suddenly discovered to be burtful aud cppres-
sive, that the merchants of San Franciscoen-
tertain a bitter feeling of animosity to the
Central Pacific Railroad Company b:canss of
it, and are in such abject fear of the company
that they dare not complaip, except under
seal of strictest confidence? Rather, is it not
evident that those who are go indust:iously
engaged in epreading these mischisvous re-
ports seek to create a feeling of antagonism
to the railroad companics, in furtheraucs of
seifish designs ?

The pzople well ask " whose ax is bz~
ing ground by these attacks on the raiiroad ?”
It would be well o, for those who read
with indifference reflect, and ask them-
selves what influence these mirstateraents,
spread broadcast over the land, will have
upon immigration and the ultimate pro:perity
of this State, It will slso be well tor the
farmer to consider ca ly what value is to
be plzced upon th 1gs of men who de-
nounce the railroad compavies for pursuiog a
policy which has greatly reduced the freights
upon his wagons, farming implements, hard-
ware and all articles of general censumption,
upon the ground that it advances freights
upon his products by driving ships from this
port, and the next day denounces the eamo
companiea for opening a new line for the
transportation of those producta, becsuse it
ecompele the reduvction in rates therson, and
will have the effect of driviog tonpage from
thie port, J. C. Stusgs.

SAN FRANCISCO NEWS,

The David Crockett arrived Thuraday,
157 days from New York. She encoun-
tered a fearful gale on May 30th, in lati-
tude 45 south, longitude 89 west, in the
course of which her main bulwarks and

nearly all her monkey-rail were stove in,
and other damage was sustained.

A week ago Henry A. Plate was arrested
on complaint of Mrs. D. M. Klumpke, his
aunt, who charged him with the embezzle-
ment of $4,479 33, which she claimed she
authorized him to collect. Thursday,
when the case was called in Judge Rix's
Court, prosecuting attorney Blaney said :
‘“ From facts which 1 have learned since
the arrest of Mr. Plate I am satisfied that
there should be no further proceedings in
this case ; therefore I now move for a dis-

nissal.” The motion was granted,

The body of a man which had been in
the water for about eight days was found
on the beach, near Point Lobos, by George
Law, yesterday, and taken to the Morgue.
The deceased is apparently a young man,
with black hair, clean-shaven face, heavy-
set, five feet seven inches in hight. He
wore a blue and white checked coston shirt,
and black diagonal pants, no coat er vest.
The remains have been in the water more
than a week or ten days. Iu his shirt-
front was a stud with a Chinese mandarin
engraved upon it,

But little information has been gleaned
with reference to the shooting of Mrs,
Florence Sachs by her husband, in addition
to that already given. Inquiry elicited the
fact that Mrs, Sachs was progressing nice-
ly, but by the advice of her family phy-
sician no one besides her immediate rela-
tives waa admitted to her room. Since the
unfortunate affair occurred Mrs. Shannon, .
her mother, has been in conetant attendance
upon her, Samuel L. Sachs remained yes-
terday ensconced in his nncle’s mansion,
No. 615 Leavenworth street, and all efforts
to see Lim proved anavailing, What the
outcoms of the event will be is rather diffi-
cult to predict at present, as friends of the
family have but slight hopes of a recon.
ciliation. All in any way connected with
the parties are reserved and taciturn, the
only desire manifested by them being to
keep this unfortunate domestic trouble
from gaining further publicity.

The tramp Triumph lacded all but 300
of her cargo of 795 coolies Thursday morn-
ing on the seawall. Twelve who shipped
for Portland came ashore here, and re-
msxur{«] ashore, possibly attracted by the
superior beauties of Chinatown life to &
coastwige trif; to Oregon. The Triumph
proceeds to Portland on Saturday. The
nine women aboard of her will be allowed
to land without much objection from the
Custom-house authorities. Yesterday Dep-
uty Inspector of Port Brown said that
unless he obtained some positive evidence
that the women were brought here udder
contract, he should not attempt to detain
them, in the face of Judge Hoffinan’s de-
cisions, The Measurer of Hulls was also
at work on the Triumph yesterday, but
the recent flecision in the matter of libels
against other trampe for miscoustruction of
berths makes the Measnrer's work unneces-
eary in the case of the Triumph.
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They don’t have raine out West, A
cloud jost saunters up and exawives a
town and then (:u”ap‘.l:!s right over it.
Nobody escapes but the newspaper report-
ers and the book agents. —[Atlanta Conati-

tution,
AR eV :
Illinois has 23,000 schoole
years evory lliinoisan will be
e 1 his own bar bhill. —{C




