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Golden Fruit from Golden Eotl—Orange
Cultivation In thß Kortfiera Por-

tljnof the State— Etc.

We hays frequently had occaMon to note

the f»ct of Ihe t-uccess of orange cul'ure in
the northern section of California, and es-

pecially in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada
mountains in tbat section. We have lately
had an excellent opportunity of beting one of
the fullest illustrations of the adaptability of
th*ee [ootUUata thU bran hof honi -ulture
which iln State affords. Tuis opportunity
wan iiffirled aa upon a late visi. to the town
of Orovil c, thi> cipiral of the cjumy of
iiutte. Havit ;,', with toxe iMoobtMy a lit-
tle leisure in Uttt town, we improved itby a

riJe through the streets of the (own acd
through the turrouudiugs. Wo had beard of
the richness of the s i. there and of the
delightful climate, and especially cf
the prevalence of ortn^e trees in
the yards and gardens of the citi-
zens. We had also beard cf the excel-
lence of other fruit, including urape grown
in the orchards and vineyards of this viciuity.
We n.ust confess, however, that the half hau
not been told M. We had learned something
of the tusceptibilities acd advantages < f the
locality by üb'ervations made ou the occasion
of a former visit we made to the place come
ten years since, but we must confess that our
imagination had failed to picture the possi-
biliiies which the realities have demonstrated,
and which were everywhere to be seen in our
ride through the :. wa and suburbs a tew days
since. We would be glad t<. give names if
the uwn-rs and the localities of the princi-
pal orange groves we saw, but, having
taken no notes, we cannot da so,
and tho purposes if this article
do not require it. Indeed, if we were to
name the owners of nil the gardens or
door yard-iin which we Baw bearing orange
trees, »c beluve we would publish the names
of nearly half the penuanent raeiden's and
householders in Oroviile.

The first grove that attracted our especial
attention was ina front yard, which fr<>ui recol-
tion wethink was lt>3 feet iquare. The place
was occupied with apple Utkf,orange trees,
pomegranate trt •», Japinete persimmon?,
cactu-, lemon trees, and perhaps half a
d z?n other kind of fruit tress and
shrubs. Interspersed among these trees we:e
varioua kicdn ofornamental tiees and shrubs,
representatives of various ccuutries and
climas, including a large assortment of roses
and other flowering bushes, not to mention
a large assortment of annual and perennial
flowering plants collected from the eastera
and western continents and fr >m the extreme
of the temperate to the torridIjnes. These
tree?,Bhrabiand plants were growing inevery
part of the yard, and were so mixed and
minglel together as to give evidence that
they bud been p'.auted without auy particular
design or pian, except to occupy the
whole place and every part of it. The planter
had eviiieiitlynot studied to produce an ef-
fect, and yet he had undesi^nedly so planted
and cultivated as to attraec the most casualobserver, aud produce in him the most pleas-
ing and lasting tfftct. Along the street, and
juot outside the sidewalk fronting this yard,
stood a row of stately blue gum trees from
thirty to fifty feet hi^h, with their profuse
low green foliage serving as a very effective
windbreak to the great variety of tardy and
semi-tropic trees and «brr.bs within. la the
center of the yard, on the site of an old
house that had been torn down, there wa*
being built a new cottage tlvpellicn, about half
completed. Tne carpenters, masons and
plumbers were buy at work, and the raw
materials collected f>r each were lyingaround
in heaps in about the s .me confusion that
characterized the distribution of the trees and
shrubbery. The whole picture was as uniqne
as it was surprising and interesting. My
companions and myself, having a glance < f
the yard, could not pass it without more th n
a cursory view. We therefore tied onr t;am,
and without bidding, for the proprietor was
not at home, but at his business at the rail-
road depot, we entered the yard, and bfgan
an interesting inspection. By inquiry from
the workmen on the housa we learned that
twelve years ago the proprietor, being then,
as now, the agent at the railroad depot, was
presented by some shipper of that fiuit with
an orange from one of his consignments. He
divided his present with a friend. Aft«reach
had eaten of the orange it wan remarked by
both the excellence of the fruit, and what a
luxury itwould be to be able to pluck such
fruit from the tree in OroviWe, an 1 eat at
will. The agent having resided in the Sand-
wich Ltlands, in a jesting way said, "Sup-
poee weplant the seed and see if they will
grow." He picked up an empty oyster can,
tilled itwith some of the common red soil of
the street and planted the seed in it, and eat
it away in the oflios and kept it damp with
irrigation from the water pail that stood hy
the side of it. la the spring he
was surprised to fea three tiny orange
Bpmote coming above the surface, all
at the same p;>int. When the weather bad
become settled and warm he took the cau to
his home, and digging a small hole in the
ground by his door, jirred the soil and sprouts
from the can, and placed the lump uadif-
turbsd in the hole. He watched acd irri-
grated the little tree* tillfall,when they were
about three feet high. He then pulled np
two of them and plmted them a Bhort dis-
tance from the original location and from
each other. This was the accidental begin-
ning- of the most wonderful and prolificoracge
grove in the State. The largest of these
trees, the one in the original location, stands
there now, and is about twenty feet high, and
has a stem or body about sixinches in diame-
ter, and a beautiful and symmetrical head be-
ginning about four feet frnm the ground atd
rounded up like a cone. We judge ithas one
thousand oranges upon it, which at this
time are a deep goloen color,
of good size, and having a fine rind
aDd a pulp of excellent texture and flavor.
The other two trees transplanted Beem about
a year behind the other in growth, but both
are equally well filled with golden fruit, ap-
parently of the name variety and quality.
There are from 100 to 150 orange trees in the
yard— from the size of the largest of these
three to bait that h'z;— allheavily laden with
golden-cilored fruit, from medium to very
Urge insize ;and there are trees all the w»y
down to mere spring seedlings, just set out.
The lemon trees are fewer incumber, hut not
less wonderful in the fruit they bear. In some
instances the limbs of both orange and lemon
trees were actually lying on the ground, co
weighted down were they with the lnscinns
bright-colored fruit. Here we »l»o saw mock
orange tree* loaded with big yellow fruit, as
big as a large man's fist and intermixed with
green fruit from thi> siae down to the «iza of
a nmall hen's egg. Insome cases both orange
and lemon trees were completely covered and
shaded by overhanging branches of larger
trees, and yet these shaded trees were loaded
and beiit down with good-siz?d and well-crl-
ored fruit. At several iroints we suddenly
cmi*upon trees of the Japanese persimmon
oc different varieties, having sbel every leaf,
hut hol.iingnnt on their otherwise naked arms
the bright yellov, oink and purple fruit in a
most tempting manner. Here and there we
a!s-> came upon pomegranate trees filled with
their r;d-cheeked fruit, and were told by one
of the workmen that from one of these latter
trees in years p»«t the proprietor had real-
ized as bi<h as $1.1 ina single season.

We have thus given a detailed description
of some of the fruit we found in this yard,
and how itcam* to be there. This accideatal
beginning, and its early promise of success,
attracted the attention of oth.-r owners of
homes in thia beautiful little foothill town,
and as a result, as we before remarked, we
now found orange tre«s in fu*ll bearing in
many of the door yards and garden*,
in some from ten to twenty, and ia
nearly all mort or less, all in apparent
perfect health and the greatest of thrift.
Now it is unnecessary to moralize upon the
above state ment of facto. Oar readers can
draw their own conclusions as to the adapta-
bilityof the soil and climate of Oroville f r
\u25a0enn-tropicsl fruit culture. We believe
neither ia excelled in the State. We should,
however, note some points which may not b»
known to all onr readers, and whicH if
known to them may not be thought of in this
connection. There was originally tb >usands
of acres of land within the canon nr narrow
valley in which Oroville lies, as well adapted
to the cultivation of the orange and lemnn,
and any of the more hardy fruits
and email berrie?, as the lothearing this beau-
tifulmixture of tre»s and plants from every
part cf the earth. Much of this land has,
however, been mined over by Chinese an i
other surface minpf?, and isnow covered with
deep ho!e» and high heap? of cobblea »nd
gravel, throwa up and emptied froa the
hnppers of the primitive cradles and gold
washers. Much has been washed out from

fifty to one hundred feet in depth by the
hydraulic process. The gold-hunttrs have
been kei>t from the dooryaras and gardenß of
old settlers by their owners, because they
have been held more valuable as homes than
as gold mines. The surface cf these yards
are, however, fullcf geld, and hence «c have
golden fruit from golden soil. Within ten
i. i!i

-
of Oroville there are now even thou-

-.it .'\u25a0> of acres that can be brught for a mere
notoiual sum, just as well adapted to
this kind cf fruit culture as the
»;i ts we have described, and that have not
been dis'urbtd or disfigured by the gold min-
ers. Much if the land that has been thus
miici over by the surface miners can be lev-
eled itf and the stones removed for half the
eo^ that poor lacd can be nbt&iued tor inany
if i:.\e southern counties of the State, and
willbo-, when thus cleared off aid leveled,
worth ?100 per ncre for semi-tropic fruit and
viue culture. There is and always will be
plenty of water above all these lands for ir-
rigation, bruught there by di'.ches made to
supply the hydraulic icire*. Water from
thtse ditches has been ur.ed to irrigate most,

of the grounds in town.
Anutner vtry important fact in this con-

nection, to «bch we would cul erpecial
attention, is th»t the oranges inOroville ripen
fr.'im thrte to four weeks earlier than the
same varieties ripen in Los Angeles or San
Bernardino, ard are nearer a market, at d
will briig much more than those ripening
later. Ajain, there are hundreds cf other
localities inthe .Sierra foothills, and hundreds
of thousands of acres if laud lying unoccu-
tiifcd and belonging to the Government,
jIst as favorably located and i-i as
well adapted to this k.i.d of
frut culture as the lauds about Oroville, and
many of these localities have water just as
handy and to be had at as good rates. We
should not forget to note the fact that some
of the ti..eflc grapes, both for the table, fur
raixins and wine, are produced inviueyards
within hslf a mile from Oroviile, and, not
withstanding this f»ct, some of thee vine-
yurds have been sold to Chinese as miting
gruuul, and the vines dug up and the
gruuud mined over for the single crop of
gold, and the grape crops for an
indefinite pernd t'ma destroyed. Toe lands
destroyed near Oroville by hydraulic process
are not only lost to the State and the world
for cul'ivation forever, but they have con-
tributed to the destruction of a much larger
area of land in the v&lieya for perbspj a cen-
tury, and perhaps for a much longer period,
the annual income from which would be
worth more than the value of the gold ex-
tracted.

The Warm Belt of the Foothills.
Oa Saturday morning last we were at Oro-

ville, Butte county, and observed a very
slight frost. The air was cool, but very
pleasant and agreeable. Ith-ul none of that
piercing, biting, chilly feeling about it. We
took the train for Marysville at 7 A. M, ar-
rivingat Marysville at 9A. M. When wegot
out '>f the car we were (surprised to find the
platform and grcund cuvered witha heavy
white frost, making it fairly slippery under
foot, and the air was actually cold and disa-
greeably chilly, giving a very disagreeable
sensation as we stepped from the car into it.
Here was a very striking illustration of the
difference between the climate of the foot-
hiik and tie valley directly opposite. Oro-
ville lies in tho warm b.-lt of the Sierra Xe-
vada mountains, ai \u25a0! enjoys the most delight-
fulclimate of that secLiun of the State. It
is one ef those spots that. enjoys so many ad-
vantages for the cultivation of fine semi-
trrpic fiuits and early vegetables. This cir-
cuiustance should and dnes make itvery de-
sirable as a garden and fruit locality.

SUCCESSFUL POULTRY-RAISING.

In raising poultry or stock of any kindit
should be the aim of every one to keep it
healthy and improve it. You can do it
very easily by adopting some systematic
rules. These may be aummtil up in brief
as follows :
I. Construct your house good and warm,

so as to avoid damp Hoors and to afford
a flood of sunlight. Sunshine is better
than medicine.

•2. Provide a dusting and scratching
place, where you can bury wheat and corn,
and thus induce the fowls to take needful
exercise.

3. Provide yourself with some good
healthy chickens, none to be over three or
four years old, giving one cock to every
twelve bens.

\u25a0i. Give plenty of fresh air at all times
of the year, especially in summer.

5. Give plenty of fresh water daily, and
never allow the fowls to go thirsty.

0. Feed them systematically two or three
times a day ; scatter the food so that they
cannot eat too fast, or without proper ex-
ercise. Po cot feed more than they will
eat up clean, or they willget tired of that
kind of feed.

7. Give them a variety of both dry and
cooked food ;a mixture of cooked meat
and vegetables is good for morning feed.

8. Give soft feed in the morning, and
the whole grain at night, except a little
wheat or cracked corn placed in the
scratching-places to give them exercise
during the day.

9. Above all things, keep the hen-house
clean and well ventilated.

10. Djnot crowd too many inone house.
Ifyou do, look out for fatal diseases.

11. Use carbolic powder in the dusting
bins occasionally to destroy lice.

12. Wash your roosts and bottom of
layingnests, and whitewash once a week
insummer and once a month in winter.

13. Let the old and young have as large
a rvi.i> as possib'e —the larger the better.

14 Don't breed too many kinds of fowls
at the same time, unless you are going into
the bueinesß. Four willmake your hands
full.

15. Introduce new blood into the stock
every year or so, by buying either a
cockerel or settings of eggs from some re-
liablebreeder.

IG. In buying birds or eggs, go to some
reliable breeder, who has his reputation
at stake. You may have to pay a little
more for birds, but you can depend upon
what you get. Culls are not cheap at any
price.

17. Sive the best birds for next year's
breeding, and send the others to market.
In shipping fancy poultry to market send
it dressed.

—[Kx.

THE QUIET HOUR.

Answers to tangles so far as due were
published last week.

Kew 1angles.

1470. Selected charade (from an old
tangltr) :

With curtains drawn and lights around v?,
As chill evening's flhail- »ieiras,

'Ii*'.hen my iirst innlowing luster,
Fills with uuufiMlevery home

AllrafstatMß rleldimy second,
Animals produce itu->:j! :

Aivlchemistry the name is forming,
l>aily,by its science spell.

My whole the earth holds inprofusion,
Tobe broiulit forth at command

—
Ai.-i'h>T nn>t'ry whose unvailinir

Makes the richness of our land.
1471. Progressive half-square, by Quest :
IiSacramento: together; to peruse; a liquid

i.ie.-iHur*';a m-tldinj; water m which rice Las been
Unlud ;jails (Injia).

147-.V Triple acrostic, by H. H. :
Prime belongs to the animal race ;
Second is irone and past ;
A gtntleumn in th;r.i we trace ;
Astratum of eirth is U-t.
Ingain a primal travelers plot,
Final in books we see,
'lis used to solve a puzzle knot.
Combined li« a sesame,
Above it*value a certain sum
(Arc centrals) ora premium.

147.'i. J'iamond, by Qiiz:
Aletter in cbeosc ;*sunk fence ;Manila hemp ;

a dtnee borrowed from the Arabians ;m tnbti of ani-
mal* related t jthe barnac.es ;a girl's name ;alet-
ter inci:e*se.

1474. Octagon, by Rose :
Crooked :% Urge ship f'trmer'y used by the Portu-

guese :a sp..oi,jol West India pine apple ;any gum
easily di*»lvvd in »»t<"-;an alternmm eatertaio-
mect; furnished %ith rat an :to experience.

Tvrnoni Fkver.— At a meetins of the
Michigan Board of Health Dr. Baker pre-
sented tno diagrams, showing for the
years 1577 ISSO the relations of deaths
from typhoid fever to population, from
which it appears that the common opinion
among physicians, that this disease pre-
vails mostly between the ages of IS and
."55, and that there is littledanger after 40,
is not sustained by facts. A greater pro-
portion have typhoid fever at the ages be-
tween GO and SO thin at any other age in
life.

OUR BOOK TABLE.

LITE MAGAZINES—NEW LEiVFS FKOM
THE WORLD OF BOOKS.

Shakespeare— Poor's Ba.lroad Manual—
Games— Knox and the Boys—Toby

Tyler /gain— For firemen.

"Lorna Doone" is a new novel,by R. I).
Blackajore, and forms one of the iwo-culuuiu
edition cf H»rper & Brof.' I'r.n.i !ia Square
Library. ItU n«>.f ijlaukraore's beat efforts.
Ititfcr sale by iiai.cri i.& Co., San Fran-
cisco."

The Nervous System" is the latest isme
of the Health Priu er will,pub'iihed by L».
Appleton &Co., New Y.rk. The series has
attained to a good reputation, and is duicg
much in the w.yof educating the people on
the matter of their phyeu'al welfare."

The Prize" is a bound volume of a maga-
zine for very yountr fcirls and b; ys. Itin
irom the prt»» tt Estes & Lauriat, Boston.
It:..n some pretty colored plates and many
i;ood engraving*, with pen jof good and

[ ea-y reading natter f \u25a0 the little ones.
"The Magazine of Art

"
for December

(Cassell, IVtter, Galpin & Co, New York,)
is at hand. It opens with a frontispiece,"

Maiden L>ream»," that is a tine f xample of
etchir g. The illustrations througtout are
rich in character aud fice inexecution. Thn
text matter embraces si'tce articles of especial
value in art criticism.

From Bancroft &, Co., San Francisco, we
have three other volumes of H»rper& Broth-
erb' new U*ne of the piny.- of Shakespeare,
edited by William J. Xilfe. The present
numbers give us the three parts of the play"

King Henry VI." The notes arei;n'i&ually
full, und the historical introduction more thau
u-ii.i:v extended."

New Games for Parlor »rd Ltwn
"

is the
title of a fmall volnme from Harper & Bros .
New York, and for sale by A. L.Bancroft &
Co ,San Franciecu, at $1. Itn a new edi-
tiou, revved and enlarged, of a popular
hook. The games are not fur children alone,
but many of the indoor recreative plots and
tanglex in the volume would entertain adulu
as well.

From Bancroft &. Co., San Francico, we
hive a heavy volume, issued by Harper &
Bros., New York, that telU the story of the
Volunteer Fire Department of the cityof
New Y"rk. It is by George W. Sheldon,
«i<l in a i- int'lete hii-tory of that old organ-
ization. Itis illustrated by 1 \'< spirited n.-
gravings. The work retails at >1 50.

Fro.n A. L. Bancroft & Co., San Fran-
rUi-ri, we have the year's numbers ifHarpers'"

Ifoung People," bound in handsome cov-
ers. Itmakes a large quart* bock, richly
illustrated. One is surprised to see, when it
is manseci, what a gip&t quantity of cboico
matter bus been published in the little
weekly. Itmakes up one of the Ivtof holi-
day buoks, and is an admirable present for
little ones. Itsells at $3.

Thomas W. Knox's last book for boys is
entitled "The Buy Travelers in Egypt and
tha Holy Land." It is from the press of
Harper &Bros., and is for sale Iv A. L.
Bancroft & Co., San Francisco, at S3. ItU
a large quarto, and beautifully illustrated.
Few men have met with greater success in
writing for children, and no man has ever
made the story of travel more interesting to
youth. The present volume ia exceedingly
rich in illustration.

Macmillan & Co., London, have issued two
sixpenny quarto pamphlets, the matter of
both being taken from Washington Irving's
Sketch-Book. One is

"
Old Christmas," and

the other "Bracebridge Hall." Both are pro-
fusely illustrated by Caldecott & Cooper.
That such an is^ue should be in demand iv
London is calculated to engender pride
among Americans for their great author, Irv-
ing, whnse memory grows still brighter in th;
hearts of our people :.« years pass by."

Knocking Round the Rockies
"

is the at-
tractive title of Ernest lugersoli's record of
camp life and travel while he was attached
to the United State* Geological End Geo-
graphical Survey of lbf4. The book is frtely
illustrated. Itis a quarto, from the press of
Harper &Bros., New York, and for sale by
A. L.Bancroft & Co., San Francisco. It
willbe found a pleading sketch of tbe physi-
cal features and the people and aLiinals of
the great plains and mountains.

Those of uur youthful readers who wero co
fortunate as to have received that charming
little book by James Ot's, entitled

"
Toby

Tyler," willbe gratified toknow that a sequel
to itha.- appeared from tbe same pen. The
new volume is "Mr.Suhbs's Brother," and
is a continuation of Toby's adventures with
circuses and the people of the side-shows. It
is from the rreas cf Harper &Bros., and is
for sale at $4 by the Bancrofts, San Fran-
cisco."

Cunningham's Device for Registering
Stock is a small quarto containing outline
figures of horses, with blanks for noting the
ear-marks, brands and physical marks of
stock. It is the invention of Sheriff Cun-
ningham, of San Joaquin county, and is is-
sued by H. Baldwin, bonkKeller, Stockton.
Itwould appear to be a useful method of pre-
serving descriptions of stock, and will t>n,ve
a great aid to officers in recovering stolen
stock, if owners of animals generally willse-
cure t^e work and register all their animals
therein. When one is lostor stolen, the book
will then furnish immediately a complete de-
scription."

Hauff's Tales of the Caravan, Inn and
Palace

"
is a volume ismed from the press < t

Jangsr, McClurg & Co., Chicago, and frr
sale by W. A. k C. S. Houghton, Sac-
ramento. Tha translation, from the
Herman, is by XIward L. Stowell.
Wiihelm Hauff was born in Stuttgart iv
1802. The work under notice he produced in
1 --''\u25a0 Inits present form itis somewhat ab-
breviated. These tales have all the Oriental
romance anH charm that mnketle "Arabian
N'ght

"
r at a tive. Hauff's brilliant ta l-

eou -:iv i} hi*uame a high niche in the temiile
of literature. The art of investing localities
with ideal characters who, in the reader's
imagination, haunt the spot forever after,
was a gift Hauff shared alike with his Eng-
lish brothers, Scott and Dickons."

Harper's Msgizine
"

for De-fmber is at
hand. Itis richly illustrated. The leading
papers are, in addi'bn to the usual depart-
ments : "The Columbia lliver," by C
Hack well; "William Black at Home," by
J. Hatton ; "Found I)rowned," by L>. M.
Craik ; "The Great Seaport of Western
France," by T. W. Kuox; "The Bride-
cake." by Robert Hernck ;"Southern Cali-
fornia," Chapter 111. by W. H. Bishop;
"His Poetrie His Piilar." by Itubwl' Her-
rick; "Cameos of Colonial Carolina,"
by P. D. Hay; "The Simrular V.te
of Aut Tilbox," by A. B. F-nst ;"

Storing Electricity," by Htory Mor-
ton;

"
For the Maj>r," by O. F. Woolson ;"

Among the Roce-roots," by a Working-
girl;

"
New Kngland in the Colonial Pe-

riod,"by John Fiske ;
"

Tom's Muniment,"
by Susan H. Swett ;"Shandon Belis," by
W. Black.

Of I>. Appleton's series of Home Booke,
we have frmJ. F. White & Co., San Fran-
ci*c, and W. A. &C. S. Hcughton, Sacra-
mento, two additional volumes. The fir3t is"

The Home Needle." Iti« by Ella R >dman
Church, a well-known and accomplished
writer on home subjects. Tne volume is illns-
tratedwithaiagraianof^armeuts forladies' and
childreu's wear, and ex«inp!esof needle work
of various kinh. Tha other ii entitled"

Home Occupations," and is by Janet
Ruu'z-Kees, the author of "Home Decora-
tion." Tois last volume is not the equal of
th« first. While it has mucH u«>fnl informa-
tionbetween its cov^ro, ittreats of li-tle tfat
is new and considerable that U out of dat* ;
v>, for iiistance, bead on.amental work,
mo tel-maku g with card-b-ard, shell and
Its-tier franae wo-k. These are cow
htrdly considered wirthy of any one's
attention, and certainly it would be
well if they remained among the lost arts.
On tho other hani the lady has chapters on
amateur photography, wax fliwer work, the
preservation of fljwers, gilding, amateurcarvinn, etc."

The Califoroian and ()vct!snd Monthly
"

for December Uat h&i.d, from the (California
Publishing Company, San Frsnsicco. Tie
opening article is on

"
Bancroft's HintoriciJ

Library," by France* Fuller Victor. Thi.- ia
fallowed fey

"
A Contemporary of Washing-

tin," by Alfr-dA. Wheeler; "ArabSong,"
by Margaret Rfaett ;

"
Wanderin? .Tee," by

Y.H. Addis; "
L»Camkia Ko»a," by (i.

S. Godkin; "The Dead Hero," by Max A
TheiliDg; "Thaloe, 71 Chapter* XIV, XV.
XVI. by ttmmll Kip; "By Staee and
K.U,"1by Wsrren Cheney ; "

F»ur Facen,"
by Grwoiy Mitchell; "TV.c Face ia the
Picture," hjEmiiy Browne I'owell;

"
Carlo

G >lodoni," by Ch»riotte Adams ;
"

Down the
Musiwipf.l,"by W. W. VV.; "Simon Kins-ley on San Minetne," by L. F. Dakin;"InArcadia,

'
by F. P. Widney ;"The Study of

Short-hand," by T. S. VanDyke.
Henry V.Poor fau i«sned his eoitim of

the Manual of the Railroads of the DaiM
estates for the current year. TLii is the fif-

teenth annual number, and itmake* a volume
if over 1.000 close p»t e--. Ithan an appen-
dix containing a full analysis of the debts of
the United States and of the several States.
The ji-ar ISBI was one uf extraordinary
activity in railroad building and railroad
affair?. The mi!-s of railway cocs;iueted

exceeded those of any previous year. Mr.
Pooc, in the pre-ent volume, showa that ia
1882 the mileage cyrel i-iiqual to that of
ls^l, for up to Jui c 1m 3 <>77 u.iles had b-eri
thrown open to ttie pubfic, »khii', 1734
miles for the name period in the pre-
ceding year. The «acie rate uf increase
has not continued to date, but th« ex imate in
that the MtCftgate will(i.-nmrl> 10,000 mile*,
while fir 1881 itwm9,368 H? beiieveß that
i"r» !'•'_\u25a0 ;.!. •; ; i- ... a much greater ex-
tent of mileage will be c msuuc'.ed annually
than was built in the past, or in the ]\u25a0 ,\u25a0 -v.
year. The volu'jjptreats the railroad qnes-
tihi boldly, arid with a rigac and in a d>B-
-passionate luiintr. Ihew. rk is exhaustive
c f all railroad araii'tici*, s.ed forms a com-
plete vade ixiecuii on railroad matters. The
work ia fully up to the Ugh standard as tn
authority tli.;. it ha* attaired in the p».-:
fourteen years. Itis frnr. the prrssof H. V.
& H W. Poor. New Y,rk, and Sampson,
Low &Co., Loiidon.

From \V. A. k C. S. Honghton, Sacra-
mento, we have a 12~i octavo volume fiom th1^
pie*a (f Le & f*(iepard. BoetiTi, eutitlel
"Drake, the Stu-Kiiii; of Devun." It is hy
Ueorue M. Towl». »ud hiw»ne of the series
known as

"
Y.iucr Folks' Heroes of

History." Tuwle ti well known as a
graphic writ-.r, and one who in espe-
cially hap| y with h'n pen in
miga. inff the aUei;tioa rf children. Sir
Franci* Drake, nailed in his own time 'he
"Sea-King of Devon," wan one of thi? chief
figures in that brilliant gmup of .\u25a0r.iim and
valor which tu-ronnded t1 c tdrjue of the
Maiden 1} leen X izabath. II••*,»\u25a0< tha fore-
most of tLe sea cocqm mut his age. Amid
a throrg of Kng'igli rantdiw skilled in
ev.Ty moritime art, fearlrsa in encounttr
dauntless in attack §aA --i '. '\u25a0 • •' in adventure,
Drake rose to ucui-pn'el |;ie-euiintu:e. As
a HuLc«neer, plou^'hin^ thf" nrp»ni< insearch
of captures and plunder, pnyintf upon the
commerce of the hated BfUUMra, pil-
la(;iD< rnlouita atd tilliosr the hold» of liin
shi|.r wi h the feU and fttOM taken frnm the
enciuy, he was more HgWWML sticceesful and
luthl.as than any corsair of that day. With
such a fu' jjet, it may readily he conceived
how a skilled writer would handle it,and de-
liithtby his method youuu readers, and often
older one*.

ABOUTSTEEL.

Wm. Metcalf, a prominent engineer, in
connection with in lessor J. Langley, has
beeu studying upon steel, and from a paper
read before the Engineer's Society of West-
ern Pennsylvania*^ him, the following
conclusions are arrived at :

1. That a good soft heat ib Bafe to use if
steel he immediately and thoroughly
worked, for it is a fact that good steel will
endure more pouuding than iron.

2. If stefl be left loni; in the tire it will
lose its steely nature and grain and partake
nf the nature of cast iron. Steel should
never be kept hot any longer than is neces-
sary to the work to be done.

3. Steel is entirely mercurial nnder the
action of heat, and there must, of neces-
sity, he an injurious internal strain created
whenever two or more parts of the same
piece are subjected to different temper-
atures.

4. It follows that when steel has Wn
fubj-cted to heat, not absolutely uniform
over the whole mass, careful annealing
should be resorted to.

it. As the change of volume, due to a
degree of heat, increases directly and rap-
idly with the cjuantity of carbou present,
therefore high steel is more liable to dan-
gerous internal strains than low steel, and
great care should be exercised in the use of
i.i_ii steel.

(>. Hot steel should always be put in a
perfectly dry place of even temperature
while coolinc A wet place in the floor
mi^ht be suflicient to cause serious injury.

7. Ndver let anyone deceive you with th«
statement that his steel possesses a peculiar
property which enables itto be "retorttd"
after being "burned ;" neither should you
waste any money in nostrums for restoring
burner! atoel. *'or "overheated" steel can
be rtstored by rirat bringing it to a red
heat and allowing it to Co 1 slowly. For
"burned" steel, which is' oxidised steel,
there is only one way of restoration, and
that is through the knobbing lireof the
blast furnace.

S. Be caroful not to overdo the annea'-
ing process ;it carried too far it doeß great
harm, and is oce of the commonest modes
of destruction wHch the steel maker meets
in his daily troubles. Itia hard to induce
the average woiker in steel to believe that
very little aunealing is necrsaary, and that
very little is leally more itl'uacious than a
great deal.

Finally, itis obvious that se steel is gov-
erns! by certain and invariable laws in all
oi til changes mentioned, which laws are
net yet as clearly defined as they ehould
be, oor as they will be ; neverthe-
less, the fact that there are such laws
should give ns confidence in the use
of the material, becauae wumay be sure of
reaching reliable results by the proper ob-
servance of the lawß ;therefore, there is no
good reason why engineers should be
afraid to use steel if they manipulate it
intelligently.

ODD KINKS AT THE THEATERS.

One bare-headtd woman is attracting
more notice at the theaters than all the
other women withtheir tine millinery. The
English fashion of eicludinx bountts from
paiquets has never been imported, and,
eveu in the boxes, except at the Grand
Opera, it is very rare to see an uncovered
female head. But this woman appears in
theater audiences in full evening dress and
with nothing at all on her hair. Her singu-
larity draws all eyes and causes unkind
comments. Her example is not likely,I
fancy, to hurt the milliuerybusiness much,
though the banishment of obstructive
head-gear would be hailed with delight by
the theatergoers, i.lite deportment in
women has been force d upon my attention
at the theaters this week. T»e new play
at the Madison Square v merely a Blice out
of good society put on the stage without
the slightest exaggeration in any respect.
The womtn la it wear beautiful clothes,
talk in parlor toUHs, and are suc-
cessfully polite. The same is true
of the cuirent piece at Wallack'a,
though there tbe size of the house makes
itnecessary to force the voices somewhat.
But thoße who suppose it easier to do that
kind of acting than to rant are mistaken.
V v could connt np a hundred women
amon.; your acquaintance, every ore of
w.iom uas habitually perfectly lad}like,
etlt-poasessed aud graceful inher own par-
lor, ai.d ninety-nine of them wouldbe awk-
ward ia merely walking across the stage,
unless they happened not to know that
auy audience was present. As for grace-
fully stunning still under the thousand
stares they would fail unanimously. Speak-
ing ofsociety behavior, onr girls are using
the shrug this fall with considerable effect.
Itis not the familiar French shrug, done
withboth shonldera, but is a nervcus lit:
ol one shoulder, accompanied by a neat
littlegrimace on the corresponding side of
the face. Miss Turner, the heroine at the
Madison Square, employs it cleverly. A»
she wears a dress curiously open on the
shoulders, while tight-sleered below and
covering her neck above, the shrug isquite
bewitching, wi;h its small exposure of
smooth, white skin.

—
[New York Letter.

Nervous Children.
—

Nervout children
often suffer from fear when pnt to bed
alone. No tongue can tell the horrorßof
a lonesome room to each children. A
little delicate boy, whose parent; were
drilling him to sleep alone, need to cry
violently every night, and his father
would come in and whip him. He mia-
tor.k hid pertinacity for obatinacy, and he
thonght it his duty to conquer the child's
will. One night he said: "Why do you
always scream to, when you know you
dhall bo punished?" "Oh," father,
father!" said the little fellow, "Idon't
mind yonr whipping me, if you would
stay with me." The father's eyee were
open from that moment. He saw that a
human being cannot be governed by desd
rule?, like a plaut or an animal.

AMATEURWORK.

FOR AHATEU&S.
WOOD-WORKtNO AT HOME ASD HINTS

Curtain Hods and Rings— Tables, Brackets
aad Shelves— Fancy Woods

—
Soft

Woods— Working withGlue

Last week the RaoOBD-UnCUf, in a piper

devoted to instructions to amateurs, gave
outlines of information for home work in
stainicg and polishing wood Eurfaces. Ib
one paragraph the types made us say, rela-
tive to pumicing lac varnieheson lacquered
articles, that "itia a work of delicacy, and
cannot ba done until the surface shines
like a mirror." Itshould nave read "and
run be done until the surface shines likea
mirror.

"
1:: this article it1

- the purpose to point
out some classes of

WoKK THAT MAY HE DOSE AT lIOMK
By the amateur, and by which the long
winter evenings or leisure hours may be. in
part at least, utilized in prtparing articks
tor use and ornamentation in the home.
Assuming the home worker to have a fair
set of tools, and either a mounted or a
hand, fret or jig saw, and vatious sizes of
brad", escutcheon pins, etc., the next
thing that concerns us is the woods to he
employed. Herein the lnteutiou is to give
hints only, and suggest rather than to
elaborate. Itis, of course, easier to work
in soit than in hard woods, bat both are
to be employed. Soft-wood work should,
however, be lirst maste/ed before the closer
grams ;ire han'ltd. The amateur can pro-
cure, at Btores where they are made a
specialty, a great variety of fancy or
ornamental woods ready dressed and requir-
ing only tne hnishing polish. These include
curled or bird'e-eye maple, Western or red
cedar, poplar, white wood, English holly
(the closest and fairest and richest of woods
tor amateurs, and which should never be
varnished or tilled), walnut, mahogany,
Spanish cedar, and some othere. These
cjme of one-eighth, one-quarttr and three-
tighths-iach thickness, unile the holly can
be had of one-sixteenth. For wcods of
greater thickness he muac apply to regular
lumber dealers, and for hard woods, ot the
specialists in those lines, such as deaif rs in
wagon materials, etc. All these "fancy"
woods may be used for the manufacture of

LIGHT AND OKNAMEMAI. AKTUI.KS
And applied in inlaying, in panels on
heavier woods, etc. With the fret-saw all
thtee woods may be cut into designs lor
brackets, shelves, a b.- >• and book racks-,
mantel easels, etc. And to work thtm no
special instruction is needed beyond these
simple rules :

1. Keep your wood in an atmosphere of
medium temperature, and under presaure to
pr«vent warping.

2. Never attempt to drive brads, es-
cutcheon pins, ornamental tacks, etc., into
them without carefully preparing the way
witha brad-awl.

3. Always work them upon a solid table
or bench, as being very thin, there is great
liabilityto split if strain is put upon them.

4. Invariably secure them with glue, as
well as with pins and brads.

5. Always work your tlue hot, and never
put itupon a cold surface ;let itbe about
the consistency of cieam.

t> In gluing to the end of woad grain,
fillthe grain withglue firstand thoroughly,
and wait for absorption to cease.

7. If a crack occurs, and you dosire still
to use the piece, itis beat to rillwith glue
and rasp on and work in the dust of the
same wood, dressing olf when thoroughly

S Be careful to letno glue fall upon the
surface of these line, thin woods. It is
exceedingly difficult to efface the staiu that
results from hot glue.

9. L'ne the fiuest white or colorless glue
always for these tine woods.

IF A I.ARI.K AI:EA
la to be covered by ornamental woos that
is very thin, it is beet to ba.e a base of
coarse, stout wood beneath, to which glue
your fancy wood. Thia needs to be done
with care, but the amateur may accomplish
it. We were shown recently a beautiful
table top that held in relief four kinds of
ornamental wood thus secured to a pine
base. To do this work observe these
rules :

1. Let there be no inequalities in the
Burface of the base, and let the surface ab-
sorbent quality of the base be exhausttd
with thin coats of glue, and dressed down
smoothly.. 2. l'ut your fancy wood upon the base
only with hut glue, laid od quickly and
evenly and thin, ina warm atmosphere and
only after the base haj been well warmed —
indeed, heated, for under no circumstances
must your glue chill.

3. Have ready stout, smooth boards, well
warmed, to place instantly upon your topwood, and then bind together firmly with
hand-ecrtwg or clamps (made for amateurs
and procurable at hardware store* ).

4. Before glueing fiton your finish wood,
and see that each piece goes toplace neatly.

5. Lay your glue upon the base and not
upon the finish wood, and let the latter
also be warm, but in warmmB it be careful
not to warp it.

OUSEKVIXC THESE DIRECTIONS,
The amateur should be able to lay any of
the fancy thin woods in any desired form
upon pine, redwood, poplar or other bases.
Ho must in the outlet resolve to be pa-
tient, aqd be in no fcaste. (llued work
should remain in the clamps not less than
twelve hours.

Fiat and half-round files of variona de-
grees of fineness are useful for finishing
edges and dressing seams where the 6mall
plane or other tool would carry the risk of
damaging the work. Never dress with
any tool oor a corner from yon, as the li-
ability to split otr is great ;but finish cor-
ners from the outside, drawing the tool in-
ward, toward the work.

Xjwas to some of the things that the
amateur may make at home.

TitFfilß.
Small card-tables', corner tables, vase-

tables, reading or lamp stands, etc., ate
taotily made just now, because the prevail-
ingstyle is severe, and there are no longer
carves and difficult scrolls to accomplish.
Kuur ftjuare sticks and two boards, one
for the top and one for the lower third sec-
tion (te brace the leg?) is all that is needed
for a popular corner or card-table. If
finish is desired, moldings are to be had
cheaply in endless variety, and the wood
may ut, stained, ebonizsd or gilded, as al-
ready described. But good taate or the
whim of fancy and the suggestions ol
originality willpresent many forma for the
construction of tables.

CUE.SS BOARDS, EASELS,
Brackets, shelves, racks, etc.,need only to
be named as within the range of amateur
work, while tLeir finish and elaboration
is simply a question of will and applica-
tion. Wood mantel-tups, to be cloth-cov-
ered, can certainly be made at home of
cheap, Buf t woods by any one withordinary
ingenuity. For casket*, closed rack?,
shelved cases, aud articles with doors,
greater skill is requ'red, but all these may
be mads by the amateur with greater
or less success, and the trimmings
can be had of any good hardware
furnisher, or at furniture factories. For
very light work, hinges, clatps, catcher,
etc., sufficiently light can only be had ot
dealers \u amateurs' supplies, but of these
thtre are a number in California.

Now is a return to an old one, and that is
the enbstitntionof rods and rings for cornices
over windows. These the amateur may
readily make. The rods vary from 2to 2£
and 3 and '.j\ inches in diameter, and aru
round, triangular, square, octagonal and
diamond shaped. If the round rod is de-
sired, the amateur mast perforce apply to
to the practical tamer, or at a planing and
molding mill, for his rods inrough, and to
a turner for the ornamental ends, or
acorns. But all the other fornoß may be
dressed out of lumber at the amateur's
bench. The diamond-shaped rod is new
and very pretty. In all but round rods,
the end ornaments being of sharp angles,
may be cut by the amateur. Some amateur

ONE OF TUB FA3HIO.NH

workers have lathes, and such are imip.
pendent of the turner. The rodß formed
are to be stained or ebonized, and for thene
processes iustructions h&ve already been
given.

For the curtain rodß are the most difficult
parts of the work. Very largely flitmetal
ringß of lirn-3 aie used, ami these cost
ruandly. Hat the amateur may make
wooden rings, and these are appropriate
and inmany rtsprc's handsomer and su-
ptnor to the metal. By placing two thin
pieces of wood together, the grains cross-
ing, and gluing them lirmly, a texture is
secured that willcot easily lireak when the
rings are cut out with the jig-taw. It is
not ueeded that the buoy . i the ring be
rounded ;indeed it is moot fashi.nable to
leave the edges iquare, hence the wurk
consists simply in gluing opposicg erains,
and cutting out and dressing and staining
the circlets. Tne ring sboold ba suir.e-
what larger than the r.ij, to injure
ease of mtivementi on the rod. W.ien fin-
ished (or they may be left of native color
if of oroameDtal \v.»., . a. tniall statue
should be litted into the outer face, to
which the curtain- hanf-r.>; io to ha te-

cured. For brackets to inppnrt the rft.i,
the taste and injpnuitj' <.r the amateur
should be equal. The n.<l may run in the
'•racket?, or wholly betvvtea tliem. Ivthe
firstcase, the rod mu?t b« 1 ngtr;in the
latter, the ends are litrr.lwith heavy wire
pinions or terminal ixles, nr.fi tluse arc
htld by the bracket?, in which they play
unbeen. For all other forma of curtain
or portiere rods, the "mg?," if they
may he so culled when uot round,
are only a question of matching together
and glueing tirmly the ccc-srary bits of
wood. 'I'ne "riDgs" of any' form should
bear, in thickness anij numlie.r, duo pro-
portion to tho diameter and length of the
rod. An average size places their thick-
n<ss at three-eighths of an inch, and the
average number to a rod twelve.

THE AMATF.ri;

Shonld be able to accumphah withesae the
makiDg of frames for faacy gcret-os for
tireplace, table or mantel ;fra'nes for em-
broidery work, clock and statuette brack-
eta, Bhelves, etc. As for design', art jour-
nals, pattern sheets and native ability
should furnish material euliioient, and im-
pression paper and a etylus convey to the
wool the chosen li^ures. As tae amateur
acquires skill, and love for his creations
grows upon him, he will break away
from severe iuinit and construct ar-
ticles involving greitcr difficulties,
and will come to the art of match-
ing at varu.us arj^kp, and of this,
as of inlajina, ecroll-sawicg in detail, etc.,
remarks must be reserved tor a subsequent
article. One word in conclusion : In
working withthe beautifully-grained woods
named in the outset, be ccnt-^nt with their
Dative loveliness, and do cot attempt to
stain any such, nor dutigtre them with
heavy coats of varnish. They need but
the lightest and faintest polish coat to
develop their richness.
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rationOfHkalth,Vig<nan . TrFr>.
The pTaii'i'-idi icoi irj\u25a0\u25a0: •

\u25a0

'
ntury

SendatcnH Car KUnstmted Pamphlet free. Address

VCitTA:S^ITG3..MABS^filt.WICH.

Peruvian
Bitters!

(CINCHONA RUBKA.I, THE FINEST BITTKUH IN TltF. TfOEiD
TIIET SITKCTTALL-

MALARIAL DISEASES!
Vitalize tho System, an-* arrest the r.». im of th©

dreailful Alcol.ol Btfatt, •'
DirSo'JtA.NiA."

UT *Kkyour Drue^lHt or >\u2666 (rvv'Mrrrhflß*
fer tlirui. sli 3r<.m

FARMS !
FARMS !

FOR SALE
B¥

SWEETSER & ALSIP,

INSURANCE AGENTS,
No. 1015 Fourth street,

BETWEEN J ASD K. SACRAMEWTO.

One or B."» Acrrs. In Butlr rnRnty, tltrrr
mlltß from Bi<«i>' Station, being iironcilv of
MARION BIGO3, Jr. Is tlu- baM irrain. fruit er
alf ilfa land in Baltc coui.ty ;is v.11 timhered ;
with i;ood large dwelling, barns, bhicki-mith shop,
to >N, urinary, etc. Wiu. KlOßami in I'\Kr ro*
Bißtlf is Oaklasd or Ba<.iuiii.i:o.

AI.RO

A Gooit Dairy or HopRanrh of T'J* trrri.,
on Sicramento river. Two good dwellinira barns
»Uh!c jin well tunbered ;has a few- hu;i "noln onpUce. Willbe ooiii for ljwj.ricc of $Zt) per acre.

ALSO

lli'P and Grain B inch or 4OA kerca, ad, Coßamnta river;BO acres of fiou hntiiWl .:... I.

Fln^ Frnlt Ranrh or 160 Arr<*s, >lfoi>irii
imiles from Sacramento ;17 acrc< in orchir.l ::
acres in blackberries, 4 acre* in atrawherri";?, .:.
acres in vineyard ;Bteam enitiMo am) >.«rcp for
irriiratiiitf;|ood huililinin", ate, TUi I* one of
the beat rait ranches ou tho plain*.Prica, •10,000.
Terms of payment easy.

also—
—

Small Farm or »* Arm. nrsr Trnryn.
wi*h 808 fruit ireop, cf all vßri. t,--,;1,000 gnp«
vimn, 1,600 biackberry and 1,(00 raspberry husheg,
all ivgood betkriag condition. I'ricu, Sft.XO.—

AI.Bo—

Farm or IffArrm, I*nile or the nty—
500 frait tr«t§, 1,000 totttfß grapes ;Unellii.?,
barn. etc. Pri-.e, *1,000.

HWEKTDEB a *l.s|p, Murraanrnto.

J_ll ' 11-11-111 1,, B-^
CBRtS WHERE AU tlSt FAIIS. ff J

PJI RntConirh Synip. Twingn. I H
|g] Ua<*intune. Sofdhyil: t{ -\u25a0 E


