
THIS MORNING'S NEWS.

In New Tort Government bonds arc qn»te4 at

120 to i!of 1807; 112} for *i«; "'3l for X**»;
i*r:ing,H 31J-34 c*;IC3J for3-i;sliver bara. til3

Silver InLondon, 61 316 1;ooKbOls, 101 13-!6J;5
per cent. United Sixtea bonds, extended, 106J ;4s,

1221 ;41*;H6J.
InSan Francisco Mexican demurs wo quoted at

87}3£B cents.
Mining stocks ehowtd bat little change in San

Francisco ycsterdiy. The volume cl business con-

tinues small. There were large ea.ea of Albion at

10c and Martin White at 40c

Thomas Mitchell, a brakeman, was run over by a

train near Summit yesterday morning and killed.
Fans'. City, Sierra county, was destroyed by fire

yesterday.
During the year ended March Mi4,223,000 hog!

were packed in Chicago, and "74,573 cattle (laugh
t<: \u25a0!.

Karl Marx, founder of the International Working
men's Association, is dead.

The State Department has received f?,865 from
China, to be placed to the credit of the Garfield Me-
morial Hospital fund.

Judge Wilson B. Hoover, Associate Jurtice of the
Supremo Court ifArizja, has been suspended by

the President.
Fire it Poit'as'l, Me.; sleo at Albany, N. ?.,

R-jcky'Point, R. 1., and Bloomingtou, Ind.
The magnificent steamship Maripon, costing

(600,000, was successfully launched at Philadelphia
yesterday.

The New York Chinamen are buying land onLong

UliT1fa*farmicg purposes.
Fears are entertained in northern Ohio, southern

Michigan and some parts of Indiana for the wheat
crop.

During the last seven days 225 business failures
M\u25a0:.rr«lin the United States.

General Brady, ex-Assistant Postmaster-Genera),
continued ha testinvjry in the star route case yea-
terday.

A great demonstration of German and French

Socialists will take place Sunday in Geneva, Swit-
zerland.

There was a decrease during the poet week of
1,976,000 franca ini;o!d and 9,775,000 franca in silver
in the Bank of France.

Two new cases of small- p. were developed in
Nevada City yesterday.

John S. Gray, Secretary cf the Board of State
Harbor Coamiteiouers, is a defaulter in the gam of
$10,000.

Aburglar shot officer Duncan through the lungs
in Sin Francisco last evenirg, and inreturn received
abuliet in too let.

Tl
-

Pru6aian Landtag ras been prorogued unti!
April IStb.

Compared with February, 18S2, the imports of

France for February of this year decreased 2,£00,000
franc.

The enrgra-tion frcm Europe to Canada *illbe
unusoV.ly large the coming season.

Alexander Allen and his son were as phyxiatod t>y
coal gas yesterday inHamilton, Canada.

The Pustniatter at SlatinslOD, Pa., has been ar-
rested ou a charge of robbirt; the nmiis.

The Brituh Government offers a reward ofii1,000

for the dUccvery °'
11

-
e authors of the explosion ir.

London.
Smallpox ha-, broken out amorig the Indians at

Teach Spring, Arizona.
Robert Jenkins, a eewing machine agent, killed

himself yesterday in Chattanooga, Teon.
For killing a man, Joseph Nimchiuk has been

sentenced at Albany, Or., to one year's imprison-

ment.
The citrus fair at IN[otiul City,San Diego couLty,

.8 now in full but.
At Hone Flaina, M'mUca, Heary Wellers wa!

fatally injured by the bur tingof a gun.

Christian Koor, a naturalist, died near Portland,
Or,yesterday, of arsenic poisoning.

Ar. captation of dynamite yesterday at Marl-
borough, N. V.,killed Oi.e man and fatally injured
SCTeral others.

Cold > rains bare committed frightful ravages
aciopg the flock of sheep in Texas.

One of the jurors in the Dukea-Nutt murder tria-
at UniontowD, Pa., was badly beaten on the street
last evening.

A fire at Texukica, Ark.,jester Jay, destroyed
800 balesof cotton.

A frightfulpanic cccurreJ at the Cosmopolite.
Theater in New York last night.

Hatter of unusual excellence willbe found upon
the inside pages of today's Rbcokd-Union.

LITTLE GROUND FOR HOPE.
The solicitude now felt concerning an

unusually early dry season is general.
Poasjbly copious rains within a very few
days would save a large proportion of the
crops, but long delayed they willbe worse
than none. April showers come too late,
when not preceded by March storms, to
serve crop interests in the valleys. While
it is a human privilege to indulge in the
consolations of hope, there is now every

reason to believe that we must soon aban-
don it, and settle down to the fall realiza-
tion of the fact that agricultural interests
are receiving serious damage. To meet
impending evil with composure is a duty ;
murmuring heals no wounds, and indul-
gence in vain regrets but lessens ability to
rally against and resist misfortune, the
messengers of which should never be re-
ceived by the courageous as victors.

Tiikdesire of tbe Czar for an International detec-
tive force, to be organized for the suppression of
Anarchists, Nihilists, Fenians aqd Socialist;, is a
very natural one. Be has encouragement from
France, Switzerland and Austria, and wo shall not
be surprised to find inch a force pat inUk fieldas
Russia asks for; hut this ifcertain, that the latter
country ill give the crgrcization the balk of its
employment. We do not beKive the plan sug£es>d
is feasible, or that the ilia complained of atfl be
suppressed by such methods.

THianll-precres»repreM.i« confounded by «he
figures showing that "he net earnings in the Califor-
nia system of railway was leaf An 1533 than inany
preceding year, altbovgh the operating expenses,
were almost double these of any previous year. It
cannot of coarse admit hat there has .been any re-
duction inrates, and thus is forced to a denial of
th? exhibit.

Ist State Agricultural Society receives from the
State^hia year 315,000 in addition to the |£0,000 in
aid of a new Pavilion. This should insure fairs
two yean of noteworthy Importance, and enable the
Society -tc /itits new building with machinery .with-
out nirrowing the fond far thai structure.

Thx outrageous utterances o( OTMnoraa Rotm,
who glories la the dynamite attempt in London
Thursday, and who pr»vs for the aethodsai assas-
(ir.ation to continue, should make ersrv decent man
from the Fmoraid Jslf deny that iibeier asof hitrace.

Inn Cftronu*! denies .'hat the Central Pacific
BaUread Company bis ever made » voluntary re-
daction in rates. Of oouiss, notwithstanding the
facts, that settles It

TjtbNew York authorities hare very neirly*no-
«teded in making Salmi jfsrw» mar.-, r.

THE STORY OF THE TOMBS.

The literature of the pyramids wouldap
pear to be hmitlees. The latest contribu-
tion is from the pen of the eminent Eng-
lish astronomer, Prof. Richard A. Proctor.
T>r. MacLsod in his work expresses the
belief that the pyramids were builtneither
for tombs, astronomical purposes, n»r
for idolatrous worship. Professor Smyth

holds that they were intended as a great
national or worldstandard of weights and
measures, founded on an exact knowledge
ot tne axis of rotation of the globe

—
this

theory originating, however, with John
Taylor. Professor Van Rhyn believeßthat
they had no relation to astronomical
science, because one of those in the field
of Skkkan f»cee lour and a half degrees

east of north, and he holds that there is no

sufficient warrant for believing that they
are anything else than tombs. We might
cite many contacting authorities, but the
present purpose ia to outline the very latest

contribution on this ever- inttresting eub-
ject. Professor Proctor holds, in brief—

and because his views impress us we give
them prominence— that the pyramids were
mausoleums, chief tombs witiin whole
cemeteries of tombs, and were direc'.ly as-
scciated with the religious belitf of tbe
Egyptians, and that belief was intimately

related to the worship of the heavenly
bodies, or the horoecopy of the skies, and
what was then deemed a science, astrology,
It will be interesting to glance at the
points he makes in hia latest paper on the
subject, especially as some very good, but
timid, people were deprived of thtir peace
of mind two or three years ago byprophecies
of dire mishaps to overtake this mundane

sphere, between ISSI and 188f>, onaccount of
a supposed correspondence between the
lenuth of the chief gallery of the largest of the

pyramids, and the number ISSI, as wellas

its visual direction toward the Pole star

and the relation cf the planets at a time
when the great conjunction took place. Pro-

fessor Proctor "first considers the vast an-
tiquity of the massive pile, built to last

forever, and the stones of which, the
geologist finds, have lasted already aeons of
years for every d»y that the pyramid itself
has existed. It is the most ancient and
impressive of man's works. The masonry
of the great pyramid amounted to nearly
90,000,000 cubic feet, from which the vast

labor bestowed on it may be conceived.
The very slabs of the subterranean cham-
ber in their immensity were brought some
500 miles, by which some idea is given of
the time consumed iv the construction,
supposed to be 164 yeara. Labor was

cheap, life little valued by the despotic
rulers cf that era, and the population was
more than vast in that region, hence the
pyramids were cot, in one sense, costly
structures. That they were national un-
dertakings must be true, for only by pub-
licrevenues and direction could they have
been erected. Whether they wereassociated
with the religion of the people becomes,
even at this day, a very interesting ques-
tion. Professor Proctor rep'.ieß in the
affirmative. His reasons are : The pyra-
mids were intended to cover the bodies of
kings, but they had other purposes. It
they were tombs they had associa-
tion with religious belief. The Egyptian
belief embraced that of a future
state, and a resurrection of the
body ;the form they laid down was to be
theirs again, hence the extreme care taken
of it in death, Cheops, the builder of tbe
great pyramid, is recorded aa a pious
king. From the religion which the Jews
biought out of Egypt, we know that Egyp-
tian religion included the worship of the
powers of nature, and chiefly of the host
of heaven. Astronomical relations we
know were considered in the Jewish cere-
monial. Sunrise and sunset were the
times for sacrifices ; the movements of the
moon and the planets forother observances,
as wellas the passage of the sun over the
celestial equator ascendingly, for the cele-
bration of the feast of the Passover, and
descendingly for the feast of the Taberna-
cles, and so on. The efforts made to di-
vorce that people from the worship of the
sun, moon and stars, show what a hold it
had taken upon the Jewish mind. Very
intense, ther, must have been the belief of
the Egyptians to have so impressed their

captives. Then consider the care taken to
place the pyramid, with the four sides fac-
ing the cardinal po-nts, and which was ac-

complished with a minuteness scarcely at-
tainable now by the best astronomical and-
mathematical instruments made. Why was

this ? Because it had a relation to the re-
ligion of the builders. If we put ourselves
in the place of those builders, having their
knowledge of mathematical science,
one is led to precisely such peculiari-
ties of structural detail as are found
in the pyramid ;all the features which
have had bo many fanciful interpretations
are found to be essential to the exaut
orientation of the pyramid. There was
an object in this, and itmust have had con-
nection with the religion of the builders
ia some way. All theoretic contestants
agree that the ,orientation is there. The
only exact way of squaring the base was
by a slant passage through the solidrock
directed on the pole star when passing the
me.idian below the pole. After awhile, as
the structure grew, the passage wouldreach
the face of the pyramid, and the orienta-
tioncould no longer be corrected by pole
star observation. Reflection of a bevn of
light from the star from a water sur-

face could be then used, and another pass-
age be carried up southward until the
south face of the pyramid should be
reached. Such a passage, just as it is
found in the great pyramid, must incline
at the -same angle to the horizon as the
first, and the point of juncture, where the
reflector had to be, is perfect, and the
stones there are fitted with such excep-
tional closeness as to have been regarded
as a piece of profound rymbolizatioa. But
the mathematically beautiful method by
i.iiioh the orientation was seemed, ie seen

it the grand gallery into which the second
ascanding passage opens. It was cloeed
after the death of Cheops, but considering
itm it was prior thereto, it is found to
comiarad a long vertical slice of the south-
ern sky precisely divided in half by the
verticallime of the meridian. The walls of
the gallery are aslant to rait architectural
requirements, but vertical to meet the
wants of the astronomer. The long verti-
cal steps, shallow horizontally ;the dimin-
ishing - cross breadth of the long Lofty
slice, as the pyramid . diminishes to
ward the . top, insures architectural
stability, and means astronomical cbseiva-
tioo, especially with reference to time.
Allthis accords with the belief that the
structure was a temple before it wag a

tomb. Tfcese astronomical observations
were religions obecrvanceß. The astron-

omers were the priests ; the astronomy

itself waa star worship, and the priests
were also prophets, ana from them has de-
scended to us not only co much of our cer-

emonial observances as we have derived
from the Jews, but also those astronomic*!
eupjrstitious which still bear sway over
millicni,and still influence our language
and our literature. So, then, the Egyptian
Kings builded to worship stars, to prepare
tombe, to read the stars, 3nd, by reading,

rule the stare. The old tradition recorded
by Ibu Aba Alkokin that "in the begin-
ning of the Great Pyramid was a for-
tunate horoscope," Proctor holds was no
fable—the tomb-temple of the King-priest

wai his horoscope. Thie temple, then,
reveila to us much of the hi3tory of those
who builtit;of their mode of government ;

the wretchedness of the people (inall that

constitutes the dignity of manhood); the
worthlesscess of their lives in the eyes of

their rulers ;of their religion; their full
faith in a future hfe ; their belief in the
heavenly bodies ac powerfulgods ;of their
priestly prophecies, and of the belief of all

(cave, perhaps, the priests themselves,

adils Mr. Proator) in the teaching of the
Btar-strewn skies. Such is, in britf, thie
eminent astronomer's latest contribution to

the noble science-of which he ia so distin-
guished a disciple.

OUR NEW LAWS.

We have completed a careful examina-

tion of the Acts of the late Legislature

which became laws. With but sma 1
'

eateem for the wisdom of the body, we

tind the anal} sis to show that the gool

measures outnumber those that are posi-
tively bad, but are in the minority as com-
pared to toe aggregate of the bad, indiffer-
ent and merely formal. In contrast to the

thousand bills introduced, the worthy

laws sink into microscopic insignificance.
The prominently wise measures, now laws,

are a number of billa in aid of the State
University ;the road law ;concerning tax

sale redemptions ; classifying municipal
corporations ;providing for a preparatory
course for the University in the common
school system ;a new and good street law ;

in aid of decrepit veterans of the Mexican
war;in aid of foundling asylums ;in aid
of viticulture ;in aid of horticulture and
the destruction of frnit-ineect pests ;pro-
tecting food fish ;settling contests as topre-

ierred labor claims ;providing for a wallat

the Folsom I'rison ;a flir municipal gov-

ernment bill
—

so much as applies to Sacra-
mento has been ful!y set forth in these
columns ;giving Boards of Health control
oi drainage fittings for homes ; a county
government bill, about equally balanced
between good and illprovisions ;in aid of
silk culture ;to prevent the introduction
of contagious diseases into the State ;pro-
viding additional accommodations for the

insane ; reqairing the insane with sutfioient
estates to pay for their care ;giving a fit
salary to the clerk of the State Board of
Equalization ;providing for better invest-
ment of school moneys ;aiding the State
Agricultural Society ;aidirg the Mining
Bureau ;paying some ;'ast claims ;aiding

the industrial education of the deaf and

dumb and the blind;providing for the care
acd repair of State buildings :and aiding
State Normal schools ; and submitting the
text-book question to a vote.

On the other hand, a host of indifferent
resolutions were passed —

and a very few
worthy ones. Some few amendments to

the Codea were made, of no particular
significance, the best being a new provision
for authentication of marriage. Among

the laws to be condemned as unwise are

the repeal of the Sunday law : the imprac-
ticable oleomargarine bill; the Statistical
Bureau bill, which has, however, Borne

good mingled with its donbtfnl provisions ;
the street railway ticket bill; the Lake
Tahoe forestry bill

—
bad because limitedto

a small region, and hence tending to pre-
vent general remedies being applied ;the
legislative and Congressional partisan ap-
portionment bills;the bill legislating out
of office Republican Harbor Commission-
ers ;vacating a judicial office in Mono in-
stead of impeaching the incumbent ;the
hair-cutting billfor county prisoners.

Some bills are of but little significance,
as that for destruction of wildanimals ;as
to refunding the indebtedness of cities :
auditing accounts of the Insurance Com-
missioner ; the jurisdiction of Justices; as
to juvenile offenders ;as to the method of
submitting constitutional amendments ;as
to drawbridges in cities ;purchasing par-
traits of Governor* ;ac to the manner of
assessing railroad property

—
all these are

of a class that the most ordinary legis-
lative body might deal with, and which
are <jf very ordinary character. Add to
these a few concurrent resolutions, some of
which are vicious, the ueual tax levy and
the appropriation bill, and the effective
workof the Legislature is covered.

Its Biua of omission, numerous and
positive ; its effort to pass vicious meas-
ures assa_'''ng vitalState and other inter-
ests ;its reckless disregard of appeals for
admitted wise measures demanded by all
the people, etc., must necessarily form the
subject for distinct and further consider-
ation.

TROUBLESOME TIMES IS FRANCE.
Friends of republican forms of govern-

ment look upon each day's events in France
withincreasing anxiety, The rioting and
threats of violence inParis on the part of
the recklesa crew led by Louise Michel
cannot long continue without shaking faith
in the abilityof the Government to main-
tain its power over the turbulent classes.
Turbulence, indeed, has become a disease
among the recklesa metropolitan French,
and whatever form of government is set
uj., they are ready to resist it and involve
it in trouble. The confessed weakness of
the present Government is the greatest
danger to the country. Menaced on one

side by monarchists, and on the other by
the conglomerate ma«e of anarchists, so-
cialists and disaffected republicans ;bated
in front by the minority in the Chamber
that wouldrejoioe inthe fall of the Repub-
lic, and hounded in the rear by the church
and priesthood, with the pjorer classes at
their back, the Ministry has cause for con-
fessing to extreme annoyance, bat not for
such trepidation and lack of energy as has
recently characterized it. Two weeks ago
we were given reason to believe that a vig-
orous policy would be inaugurated, and ag-
gressive measures taken to quell the incen-
diaries and intimidate their more aristo-
cratic confederates among the monarchists.
Now we shall expect at any moment to
hear the call to civil war. Even then we
may hope for the Republic, In the hearts

of the rural masses it has ite strength, acd
if the authorities but give them a grain of

encouragement they willcoaie totheir sup-
port. Bat they desire no war, and if
weakness and timidityvmanifest onthe part
of those from whom they have the right to
expect courageous and prompt action, they

willas quickly abandon them and fly to

the first strong arm that promises peace to

the country.

COLLEGE ATHLETICS.

The recent aunual contest between the
Oxford and Cambridge boating cluba
brings to the front again the question of
the usolessuess of this kind of athletics.
There has in recent years been a growing
sentiment that too much attention is given
to these things, and that the exercise
called for by college boat- racing is far from
beneficial. The training necessary ex-

haustß the uervoaa energy by commanding

itin one direction, and as a rt3nlt the ab:l-
ity to study ia lessened, and not infre-
quently wholly paralyzed. No one nears
of college athlete 3 after they leave the
halls. Tne great majority of them are ab-
normally developed, and their brain power
being sacrificed to their muscular, in very

many cases they leave college illformed,

both intellectually and phytically. The
terrible strain consequent upon athletic
competition among those who study and
are not given to vigorous daily manual

labor tends to break down the most vigor-
ous constitutions. We can no more afford
to forc3 the body than the brain. The
student, of all others, needs to increase his

nervous energy, and that itis not done by

severe physical trainingi3now established.
Delicate organizations should be fcnilt up

by generous food and generous exercise ;
strong ones are not necessarily improved by

hsrculian exertions. We are satisfied that

the day is not far distant when universi-
ties willput a limitupon college athletics,

and that the result willbe most beneficial.

SPECIALISTS.

The medical journals that come to hand
these days have a reading between the lines
that indicate the approach of the period
when specialty practice will be the rule,
and general prßjtice the exception. It 19

certain now tnnt the treatment of the ear,
the eye, the throat, the ekin, the lungs,
etc., is being consented to as specialty by
the schools of general medicine. Bat it is

not to he understood that the medical edu-
cation of the future is to be any the less
thorough. On the contrary, it is held,
with good reaeoD, that the curriculum of
the medical colleges will broaden, and tbe
course become more severe. The study of
microscopy withthoroughness, for instance,
is becoming the rule, while the mechanical
appliances iD surgery are co numerous and
be perfect that a study is springing up

devoted wholly to the inventive branch of

the science. The range of science has so
widened, and demand so much of the
best efforts of the medical profession, that
it is not possible for the physician in
active practice to keep pace with it by ex-
periment or personal examination, and he

is of necessity compelled to trust to the
researches of others, and to commit the
details of not a few of the branches of his
profession to those who, in order to ac-
complish the task, must devote their lives
to a given department cf study, and to
research in specified directions alone. It
is unquestionably best for mankind that
this is so.

DYNAMITE METHODS.

Ifit should be settled thaj the attempt
to ''blow up" Government offices in Lon-
don is chargeable to any Irish organiza-
tion, or reputed partisans of Ireland, that
country has reason to pray for deliverance
from its friends. Dynamite methods the
Irish cannot afford to employ. Ifthey de-
sire to unite the civilized world against
them they have but to favor them, The
thoughtful friends of that people and their
better representatives will probably be
prompt to disclaim sympathy with such
diabolical attempts. Itis not clear at this
writingthat the event of Thursday night
had any political significance. If it was
so intended, itis a striking example of the
wildfolly of the cias^tf men who by as-

sassination hope to accomplish govern-

mental reforms.

THE NEW PAVILION.

Itis to be hoped that the State Agri-

cultural Society and the State Capitol
Commissioners will see their way clear to
securing a Pavilion built mainly of iron
and glass. A less elaborately ornamented
and safer building is desired than can be
built of wood. The difference in insurance
in a few years will fully compensate for
the extra coat. The more open such a
stricture the better, and a framawork of
iron insures it against total destruction.
The very general expression also is in favor
of a building the reverse of "boxy." If
the Boards find the cruciform objection-
able, there are other styles quite as pleas-
ing and convenient.

Fashion for the Feet. —The rage for
novelties in shoes and stockings ia quite as
great as ever. There certainly never was
a time when women withpretty feet could
display them to greater advantage ;or, on
the other side, when women with ungrace-
ful ones could hide them bo successfully.
For the former are styles and colors beyond
enumeration. For the latter are exceed-
ingly low-cut sandals and slippers inbronze
kid, black satin or black undressed kid,
with a bit of embroidery or beading upon
the poiDted toes; these to be worn invaria-
bly with stockiags of black or some dark
shade, the pale tints being left for those
whose delicately ehaped feet can best ven-
ture to display them. Among the novel
fancies for these favored ones are Charles
IX shoes of silk, matching the costume,
and Watteau shoes of white Suede kid.
The latter usually have the toes hand-
printed, this ornamentation often being
done by the ladies themselves after pur-
chasing the plain shoes. Although this
material ia easily soiled, it is very easily
cleaned with clay-pipe powder. Sandals
of gray kid or bronze are worn with home
toileta over stockings of cardinal silk, thia
being a particularly elegant combination in
foot dressing. Pale eilver-gray silk stock-
ings, embroidered on the instep with deli-
cate mauve flowers, are also the bight of
elegance ; theae are worn with low-cut
slippers of pale gray kid, worked on the
toes with cut steel and fine heliotrope
beads. Black shoes, that a short time ago
were so fashionable for dancing and even-
ing wear, are quite discarded, and the san-
dal or shoe, like the gloves and fan, must
always match the toilet.

The listcensus showed that the value of
the manufactured products of the United
States was $5,369,600,000, while those of
England were estimated at $4,000,000,000.
England, however, with about three-
fifths of our

-
population, export* millions

worth of ;manufactured goods where we
send thousands abroad.

BOOK REVIEW.

Tns History or toe Pacific Statks of Xortii
America. By Hubert Bowe Bancroft, S»n Fran-
•boa. Histoiy of Mexico, Vol. I. Vol. IV.of t c
srriea. (Vol.IX.of the wotks of H. H. Bancroft )
ban Francisco :A. L. Bancroft kCo.

- The order cf publication of the
"

History
of the Pacific States of North America

"
has

been varied by the presentation of the first
volume on Mexico, immediately after the first
volume on Central America. This is done to
enable the author to bring ths histories if
Mexico and Central America side by aide
down to about the year 1800. The territorial
peculiarities of the subject, the continuity of

the historical nana'.ive, and the natural or-

der of events, allfamish sufficient excuse for

toilprocedure, ifex:use were needed. For
the reader, we inc'i-e to the belief that this
parallelism willprove more acceptable than
the original plan, as It willgive him the

opening va88s cf the histories cf these con.

tiguous countries far earlier than if confined
to one section until its history should be com-
pleted.

Mr. Bancroft opsns his History of Mex-
ico, than which ths annals of no country
of the western hemisphere is surrounded by
so ra'johof tragic and romantic interest, with
a glance at the state of European discovery
and government ia America during the first
quarter of a century after the landirg of Co-
lumbus on San Salvador. Wittcommendable
celerity we are brought to the date (1516)
when a hundred or more of the Dalian
colonists went over to Velasqne-z in
Cnb», and among whom was Berua'
Diaz del Castillo, who became one of the
chiti historians of the conquest of Mexico.
The account is then gives of the departure o:
these colonists under Cordoba ia two ship!!,
to which Velazquez added a third.vnpon »
voyage undertaken to engage in the slave
trade from the Guanaja islands. As to the
original purpose of this expedition there has
been much division of opinion. The voy-
agers were themselves cartful to declare sub-
s.qu.-aily that it was an expedition of dis-
covery, but Lid Cat asserts that
they went out to capture Indians, Mr.
Bancroft exhaustively considers all the
authorities on this mooted question, and
clearly establishes that tiepublic documents
concerning the expedition falsify the facts,
and that the real intent of the adventurers
was to take Indian slaTes for the Cuban fields
and such gold al-o as they might fit.d. The
ships sailed from Habana February 8, 1517,
and went westward. At thispoint it is shown
by our author that Mr.Frescoit was in error
when he declares that Cordoba was driven
far fromhia course by heavy gales, and that
the expedition started for one of the Bahama
islands. As those islands are east fromHa
bana, and Cape San Antonio idon the west,
which was reached in four day?, ther, as the
expedition sailed westward according toall
the authorities, and the storm broke on them
after passing the cape, the ships were, ac-
cording to Mr.Prescott, driven by stress of
weather out of the course in which they
sailed, and yet sailed in that direction in fair
weather. Yet Mr, Bancroft admits Ire.*-
colt's pages to be remarkably fair and judi-
cious in the main, but holds 'hit he was too
partial to a certain class of material, and
of Authorities. We cite this instance of
criticism to print the fact that our
Oalifcreia author, in taking issue with his dis-
tinguished predecessors at times, idvariably
cites his evidences, atd makes by citation
and comparison the testimony clear upon
which he bases his own judgment. It has
I)<ta charged that these books under review
give evidence of a dogmatic disposition, but,
as in the case above cited, we have found no
arbitrary unsupported statement?, bat in
every instance a setting out cf adequate
proofs in the foot-notes on every disputed
point. Mr.Bmerofi/a work, as it appears
to uk, is a compendium of authorities, quite
as much as an original effort, and the reader
is enabled, by the remarkable fullness of quo-
tation and voluminous citation, to form a de-
liberate judgment as to whether Mr.Bancroft
sustains himself. The expeditionists, after
four days' sail, landed on an island where
were found evidences of a partial civiliza-
tion, and next made a point they named De
Las Mugeres, where the Indians engaged
them. Two weeks later they arrivedat Cam-
peche, from which they were expelled by the
threats of the natives, and after a, variety of
adventures returned to Cuba, where Cordaba
died of his wounds. This brings us to the
new expedition planned by Velaequcz in
1518, and commanded by Grij tlva. whostruck
the continent at Cczumel Island, and after
proceedirg as far as Bahia de la Asesrsion,
and being convinced Yucatan was not an
island, returned to Campeche and named the
penic-.uU New Smin. The expedition then
proceeded down the west coast, and thence
up to San Juan de Ulna, occasionally
holding converse with the natives,
trading for their gold, surprised at
their well-built homes, their temple?, and
shocked at their human sacrifices. One of the
ships under Alvarado now returned to Cuba
with spoils and the tick, while the others
continued northwestward, and after some
stirring adventures returned to Cuba Novem-
ber lit. Mr. Bancroft at much length ex-
tola the character of Grijalva, in contrast
to that of his crafty uce'e, Velazquez ;the
former, a modest, noble spirit, honest, chiv-
alrous, and true to his trusts ;the latter sus-
picious and deceitful, easily worked upon by
designing men, and without scruples when
gold was involvedor hollow glory to be won.
Two of such qualities could not long consort,
and Grijalva was dismissed by the jealou;
Governor, for whom he was too conscientious
by half. All Cuba was new aroused by the
spiritof discovery. The Alcalde of Santiago,
Hernan Cortes, backed by the influence of the
Governor's Secretary, Duero, and the royal
contador, Lares, was chosen for the next ex-
pedition as its Captain-General. Achapter
is devoted to the life cf this adventurous
man, and it must suffice to say that it is a
very pleating example of the author's ana-
lytical style. At times a little florid, some-
times perhaps too detailed, but as a whole a
section of the work that is especially attrac-
tive, and goes far toward illuminating the
subsequent ascouata cf Cortes' remarkable
career.

The new expedition, concerning tha owner-
ship cf which there has been tuch dis-
pnte, and which Bancroft establishes to have
been joint between the Governor and bis
captain, set sail

—
after VeUzquez had begun

to doubt Cortex, and had intrigued to gup-
plant him, despite hte labors of preparation—

November 18, 1518. Itis not cur purpose
to pursue details, Chapter VI, introduces
vi to Cortes' captains, and brings us down
to the arrival of the fleet at Sao Joan de
Ulua. Prior to entering upon the further
annals of the crusade, our author considers
the country and its inhabitants, and partic-
ularly that idiisyncracy cf the aboriginal
mind which opened the door to the invader*.
This chapter is, historically, the best effort
inthe line of conciseness in the entire vol-
ume, and is the briefest and clearest exposi-
tion yet made concerning the forms ofNahua
and Maya civi'it-itions, in an; of the Mexi-
can histcrie?, and of the civil polity of the
Aztecs, the character of Mcntezutua, and the
rel'gions of the strange peoples, who were so
alarmed by the advent of the bearded white
men. The historian resumes the narrative of
conquest with Chapter VIII.,and tb« ro-
mantic story of Marina and the union of her
fute with the fortunes of Cocttft The volume

closes with August, 1521, and the corupl?tion

at ths Mexican capital of the bloody c"n-

ciueat. atd the dismissal by Cortes cf his

a!li«*"
They "*nt their way, b»ppT in the>r slave? and

spoils ;'happy in the thonsbt of humbled \u25a0 foe;
harpy in tbe promises of tha Spaniards. They did
cot knew, poor a n-.pletons, that all along the days

and nights .of this terrible siesre, with sword anil
iance on Aztec breast, they had been /onrfmr thoir
own fetters, which the; and their children long
must wear.

"The conquest of Mexico was l«s* a subjugation
by Spaaish soldiers than their skillfulmaneuvering

of New World forces against one another. Had
Anahuac been united, itwould have succumbed less
readily, perhaps never. As it was, while the native
uatioiis were slaying one another, fightinc out their
ancient feuds, the astute Spaniards laid their all-
posscefcing hand upon the country. Nor was any
apology on their part needed before Chi istenrtom.
Mankind to this day have not become so humane
and just 09 not to find excuse for »ny wrong within
tbe realms 'if strength and inclination. Wnat then
could be expected of an ago and nation wherein it
was not uncommon to c'oak crime under the jr>rb
if religion? Hitherto came tha Spaniards to n >ir-
dor and to rob

—
to rob and murder in the name of

charity and sweet heaven."
In a note following this quotation, the

author states his conviction that, taken as a
whole, the testimony of eye-TitnofS9B »nd
the early chronicles on the co: quest may b>
coneidete 1 as Sully np to the average of his-
torical evideLce. While there is, he admits,
10 tittle exaggeration! and some downright
raendftci'y, such were the number of the wit-
iifff-,the time, place and circumstances ot

their eeveril relation*, and the clearness of
their tes'imeny, that we fiiidno difficulty,
withr-<;ii.l to any import at matters, in de-
termining truth and falsehood. When, in
ad '.iiiou to the writings of t c Spaniards, we
havo architectural remains as c.-llateral evi-
dence, eveiy atarcher af^r trefhmay be sitii-
fiad. Ho I**s*,itthe close of the volume, a
fittingtribute of esteem to Prescott, whose
only fault, Le believes, was excess
of amiability. He expresses hia admira-
tion for the in:a and the author in
terms which leave no doubt of the
sincerity and conscientious character of his
ireviom criticisms of ],U works. Closing the
volume after a reading full cf p!eaeu:e, we
ln»k back v.irtrj the work as one of greatest

vilua to the literary worl''. The 112 close
p»Kes giving the authorities examined die-
close to U3 the patient and exhaustive re-
search that must have preceded the pennicg
of the book, wLich, however, without thai
evidences the same fact up m every page.
The interest is better maintained than in the
immediately preceding volume, the narra-
tive is closer in the relationship of it]Heveral
parts, acd the diction ia more finished and
lees fermal. The author has happily kept
himself free frommere and gro33 detail?, and
takes tbe reader along higher walks and by
more direct routes to the chief events in the
cofqneal of Mexico. He appears to be in
deeper sympathy with the conquered, but bis
lias is not of that character which blinds to
the truth or obscures the historical vieioc.

MARRIAGES IN MAJORCA AND SICILY.

The Rev. H. Christmas, in the firat vol-
iiTne of his "Shores and Islands of the
Mediterranean," published in1851, relattß
the followingstory, which ia both amusiDg
and characteristic, as to the then existing
state of clerical influence and practice ex-
ercistd in domestic affairs in the Spanish
island of Majorca : A young conple pre-
sented theruselveß to be married. The
parish prieet objected to perform the cere-
mony, as the parties stood within tho pro-
hibited degrees of consanguinity, whichha
demonstrated thus :Theirmothers ire god-
mothers to the same child ;thin, in the
eyes of the Church, made them sisters
from that time frrth, and their mutual
progeny first cousins. The lovers repu-
diated the logic with the i/uod erat demon-
stratidam, ajd appealed to the bishop. The
prelate said there was no remedy but a
dispensation from Jijme. "We cannot
wait so long," cried the disconsolate pair.
"There's no occasion," said the bishop:"

we have them ready," and he opened a
drawerful, as promptly as Shylock pro-
duces his scales.

"
Pay twenty dollars and

the business is done." They could as easily
have paid the national debt df England,
and were about to go home in despair.
The mother of the girl, a strong-minded
woman, endeavored to shake the bishop,
but he was inexorable.

"
Take the key of

the house, and take my daughter," she
said to the expectant but discomforted
son-in-law;

"
his lordship knows that the

twenty dollars had nothing to do with the
merits of the case. Since you are unable
to pay for the blessing of the Onurcb, you
must make the best shift you can without
it." "No, do!" exclaimed the worthy
bishop, a littlealarmed at the turn matters
were taking ;

"
we must have no scandal

here. Iwill give you the dispensation
rather than allow such irregular proceed-
ings." And so the priest, furnished with
the talismanic bit of parchment, united
them forthwith, and all parties went on
their way rejoicing.

As a pendant to this anecdote related by
Mr. Christmas, we beg to subjoin one,
somethiDg similar, and a littlemore highly
colored, though not exaggerated, which is
vouched for by a returned traveler, many
years ago, inSicily. There is no occasion
to mention the exact date. The young
Count A fell desperately in love with
his cousin, the only daughter and heirees
of tne Pri&ce and Princess of P ;the
young lady reciprocated his passion, and
both families were anxious for the mar-
riage, which wouldunite and keep together
two large estates. But in this case, the
couple were bona fide first cousins, and a
dispensation from the Pope was imperative.
InSicily they did not keep them ready, as
in Majorca, and money, with the Arch-
bishop of Palermo, was not to be named.
Pius the Seventh was at that time a close
prisoner at Fountaioebleau, and between
the vigilance of the English blockading
cruisers and the severity of Napoleon's
Noninterconne Act, it was extremely diffi-
cult to get access to the Holy Father. Ex-
pense being no consideration with the par-
tits interested, a confidential messengfr
wa« privately dispatched, who, after en-
countering unheard of obstacles, and a te-
dious delay of several months, at length
returned with the long-looked for docu-
ment. The young lovers hastened in ec-
stacy to the Archbishop, who solemnly in-
dned his spectacles, opened the packet and
examined its contents with tantalizing
scrutiny. After a careful perusal of the
dispensation, he shook hia head in ominous
incredulity. The writing was so bad that
he could scarcely decipher it. The forgery
was palpable. "Mychildren," said he, in
a desponding tone,

"
siamo tutli coglionati,

we are allhoaxed. This is not the hand
of HigHoliness, with whichIam wellac-
quainted. It is a miserable imitation, ill-
spelt, abominably scrawled, and the form
nncanonieal." Both lovers were in ago-
nies. They stormed, threatened, expostu-ted, implored and wept. Invain they sug-
gested that the Pope was old and nervous,
and that his hand shook, and bis memory
failed him, and that it was a trebly cruel
case that so much happiness should be
wrecked on a technicality. Fathers and
mothers on both sides came in to their as-
sistance, and at last the good prelate re-
lented.

"
Isee a way," he said, "tomake

all smooth. Ibelieve this a wretched fab-
rication"

—
which he tore in pieces

—"
I

willexert an episcopal power, as access to
the Sovereign Pontiff ia impossible, and
dispense you from the obstacle. The Pope,
when free, will confirm my act. 0.->, my
children, and be happy." They adopted
this considerate expedient, and in a very
short time were joined together ;and \u25a0

happy couple they were.
—

[Leslie's Sinday
Magazine.

An Arkansas editor who was elected
County Judge some time ago did not ap-
prove of his own administration, and in an
able editorial written by himself, said :"It
is with sorrow that we announce that the
County Judge of this county, and the edi-
tor of this paper, is a d

—
d fool."—[Arkan-

law Traveller.

Ore from the Keaia%rpo trine, Inyo, i*
being extracted ict r-jdection at thiPioa;er

PACIFIC COAST NEWS.

The Indians in.Umioj, Ner., bad » "frig"
drank "last Sunday.

The Washt>es had a grand feast ever tie-
sheep wrecked near Bee*,

The Monfello robbers deny that theie wero
noro than fivein their p>rty.

Work on the proposed Siitpra' Hospi'al ..t
Beutoc, M. T., willbegin soon.

Apack traiu of mules is delivering wocd ia
Cand°!iiia, I'Jev., at Sl4 per enrd.

Volcanic exp!c«ic.n« are h;srd ia the
mountaitt we*t of Bitter Root, M. T.

Bismarck, M. T., U indiKcant th:.t the
Northern Pacific has Riven it, tht (,'--by.

Over 130,000 head of cheep were skipped
from Los Acgeles to Texas Wednesday.

Th« Mcjive branch of the Southern Pa-
cific EUUrotd is graded to within sixteen
miltsof the Needles.

The annual expense of maintaining th»
Elko {Nev.) County Hospital is somewhat
\ua than $4,000 per annum.

House rent it,Eureka (Nev.) ia cheaper bow
than evtr before, which is owing to tna larj;e
number of unteoanted dwellings.

The Montana liidiaiiiteem more wfllisg
to pitch into work than ever. They be^ia to
thii.kit i.i "die dog or eat the hatchet.''

Cave Valley, Nev , if now attracting the
attention of the jjrefpector. The fold rock
discovered there if repotted as bei: quite
rich.

Captain Hackelt, who in dredging the bsr
and chancel of San Pedro, e»y» thit he will
have Hixtetu feet of w&tar on the bar by
July Ist. -:

A "lofger," known a* "Fret eh / ••,'
had one of hi* feet torn < IT at New '!Icij.a,

W. T., and the flash stripped from the atkle
to the knee.

A woman at; Dilloa, M. T., recently (t»ve
birth to twin babies thßt are jlined t.geiht r
at the Mt'.ei of the feet. The litlleoue.B are
alive and healthy.

Delegate Sirgieer, cf Idaho, claims that
the Harmons b^ve increased to r«jvdly in
that Territrry that they sow uu*>ubt.. fully
one-thud of r.ue population.

AUhinsmin named Kou Sing was held to
answer at Lo<s AOf-eUa Thumd.y for kact-k-
--ing a white woman down bic-.uio «ha re-
fused to pay for he.- waoiiirß.

Last week an au?ur at woik on an artesian
well about three miles from Ftono, brought
to the euiface trout a depth of 320 feet, phi-

ticles of wood, cbaico.l and natsbetl.
A new station has been established by tho

Southern Pacific Railroad at the colony of
Ontario, The corr.ei- toce of the Agricult*
ural College willbe laid there next Saturday.
Itis credibly reported that the solidmen of

Santa Rosa hi«ve purchased the property ri
the Sonoma county Agricultural P«rb Atec-
dation, and improvements on a largo scale
are contemplated.

While the body of Mrs. Sexton was lj:rg
in state at Compton, Lot Apgelea county,
awaiting transportation, her littlechilddied,
and the body was placed in the arms cf Ha
mother in the casket.

A wealthy colored man named Bu'h wia
fchot and instantly killed noar Camp Verde,
A. T, Tuesday right. The murderer is a
man named Bije Hutchiceop, who lire.i nine
bullets into bis victim!« body, and app&rei:il7
without p.-OTCcatioa.

The Carson (Nev.) Appeal say? : C;
J,y i.venit g a half druaken barkeepei
locking for acother with a "gur." It is
a'jout time th%t this Bort of thing w«b
s'.oppid in this vicinity. KmpectabL-
ard getting tired of it. If this thini.'
soon disconiicufd, tfceee gun brandichera wiA
be driven out of town in a body.

The prisoners cenlinid in the -ill at Maryg-
viPe made an attempt last Friday night to
scale the outer wall of the jail;tv; th« rope,
m*de of bed c'othe", broke as one of the
mieoners tried to climbover the wallby it,
Oa the outside of the wall a Deputy Sfceiiff
was waiting with a shotgun to receive the

breakers.
Astory ie told that Charles Bill?, sf Wy-

ar.dotte, Butte county, was stopped BearOrc-
ville, Tuesday, by a road agent, who de-
manded hid money at the point of a putc-L
Bill*whipped up his horse and got away. A
little farther on Mr. Bills met a man with a
shotgun, to whom be related his adventure,
and at tbe ciose of his story the strapper re-
lieved him of hh ready cash, amounting to
$13.

MINING NOTES.

The new Sacramento mill, Piuto di
Inyo, whs tf start up last Week,

The Warsaw mill at Oro Blanco, A. T., us
to be again running in a few days.

A veryrich quariz ledge has b«en etr jck At
what is known as Wiudy Gap, Fresco.

Alarge body of high grade ore ha* been
struck in the Monitor and Gote in Tayitr
District, Nevada.

An Albion empire sr.ys the rftie d-^st at
the fnrnace v worth $4 a ton more than the
ore that produced i>.

The Nap* Consolidated Mining Company
shipped from C»listoga last week over two
hundred fiixkscf quicksilver.

Pleasant Creek, Or,, the once prosperous
mining camp, has dwindled down to o&e
white man and eight Chinamen.

There are few idle men in Tucsou, other
than the regular habitues. Prospecting par-
ties have absorbed most of the miners.

Toey estimate the copper in sight in Cop-
•

per Rifciu, Yavapai cr.unty. A. T., by the
hundreds cf billions r.f torg. Twenty-two
claims are bonded for $3,500,000.

The snow ie the n.»untainp, near Jackgcc-
vil), Or., ia fast oUappearing, much to the
di gust of the miner, who looked to itaja
Bource of supply in the late fpriog.

The Calistogan says :Skeptic*, as we have
4 ftsn said, willsurely have to admit ere locsthat there are vast drp .sits ct gold and silverore in tha Oaliatoga mining district.

Preparations are bfiDg made to work th»tailings at Cornucopia, Waehoe, Nevada.There is a hnse deposit of these tailincs. anitis said they willpay about $18 per ton.
The Pioche Record ays :Gecr<e Calloway,

while hunting cattlam Bullvalley, discovereda mine in tke neighborhood of Beaver Darnathat is attracting considerable attention theore aesayir into the hundreds.
A Sve-gtamp mill is being erected a<n»rterof a mile north of the lijLu-.r mine, Nevada

county. The machinery willfe run by watertaken from LittleDeer creek, acd af:er ithispaaaedon la the overßhoc wheel, i;«i!be turned back into tha creek again.
A specimen el fair *ra<le copper ore hm.been received at the office of the San LuisObtapo BulUtu* from a JeJge of W. H.Sontrcited ten miles from the towu of San L"UObispo. Mr. Soper gays he has three differ-ent ledge* which he propones to work icon.
A prospector Rives this way of Mlimr

mines belonging to incorporated companies:
When no o?e willHI you anything abonta property, «nd the only knowledge to be ob-tained is by what you can pi,-k up by one'sown observation, tbe mine may be set downas belonging to a company."
The Total Wreck, A. T., has shipped |45.---000 inhilvcr bullion from its twentj«-3Ump

mills. The mine is developed 300 feet deep
Mioin*men estimate there is enough ore intight to run two years. It is claimed the
mine will rival, as a producer, any of th«
mines in An* It is owned by a N»WYorkcompany.

*

H
The fissure character of the vein, inGlob*district, A. T...u fully proven by aD exam-ination of the Takoma Company Vpronertiea

Atpoint, 1,200 feet apart, on the sam? ve^'and at intervals between, are the same strivttoDi and the same chancier of ore, Bbo*it^that the nine condition! fxfated at the timeof the formation of the vfin.

Amkki-ak PYRAMins—lt i| the gener-erally accepted belief that the Egyptianpyramids are the only structure, of thekind in the world that have any m.eni.tude, and their existence in the Mediterra-nean region that was for centuries thefocus of cmhzation.bas made them famousthroughout the world. It i.neverthelesstrue that the American continent containsat least one such monument of civilization
probably as ancient as that of Ezypt, andrelated to it ethnologically, which far sur-jmses the famous pyramids of that won-
?-t i°i °.OUDtry- The great pyramid ofCfcolula, inCentral America, is undoubtedly
one of the greatest constructions ever rearedby human hands. Even in its present
rmced condition, it is 100 feet high ]400feet square at the base, and covers an areaof 45 acres. The larjjrst of the K^yptian
pyramid-that of Cheopg-is 4CI feet high
and the length of its base 48G feet, and itcovers 11 acres of g.-onvd. In ccmparl-son, some conception of the magnitude of
tne American structure may be formed[Th« Manufacturer and Builder.
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