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TRAVELS IN BELGIUM.

INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF HABITS AND
CUSTOMS,

The City of Mons—Walks about Namur—
The Wallon Country—Methods
of Courtship—Cheese—Etc

[From Professor E. Kemen.]

Leaving Brussels and the Fiemish coun-
try for a while we take a southern course
and reach the city of Mons, close to the
French frontier. This is a fortress of some
importance. Everything looke French here
—language, manners and dress. On the
public squares cafes abound, and in the
afternoon, ducing summer time, a large
number of officers in their gay uniforms
may be seen, sitting a2round tables on the
outside and sheltered by awnings, playing
dominos and idling away time. The most
remaraable edifice in town i3 the St. Wau.
dru charch or cathedral, distinguished
through its elegance and boldness of style ;
the court-house, the theater and exchange
deserve also epecial mention, Mons is
quite an industrial center, and large coal
mines are in operation in its neigzhborhood.
A great portion of those laces known as
valencienne are made here. Making a
ghort stay in Mons we take an easterly
course and passing Charleroi we reach Na-
mur, Ouar road may be said to have been
literally through clouds of smoke the whole

way ; for we had to pass through a dense,
black smoke arisiog from hundreds of chim-
neys belomging to glass factories, iron-
works, foundries and machine-shops. Na-
mur is a strongly fortified town and lies on
the banks of the river Meu:e. Its popula-
tien is 60,000. Behind it extend the Ar-
dennes, a chain“of mountains separating
Belgium from France, A curious sight
meets our eyes in the streets of Namur ;
every third person we meet is either a
soldier, a nun or a monk, If the garrison
of the fortress is represented by a large
force of soldiers, it seems that the holy
orders are equally well represented by
legions of pious defenders of the Catholic
faith. There are indeed no less than a
dozen convents, not counting the regular
clergy, which forms a little army of itself.
‘We are now in the heart of

THE WALLON COUNTRY.
The patois or idiom, known by that name,
is a mixture of Neo-Latin, Spanish and
French words. Traces of the history of
that country can easily be found in its com-
position ; it shows the domination under
which it has been in pastages, A particu-

larity, however, is to be noticed. While
the Wallons have conserved a number of
Spanish words, the Flemish and Datch,
who were under Spanish rule at the same
time, did not incorporate any Spanish
words. The Wallons, as we have said,
are a gay people, free from care and ad-
dieted to pleasure. They delight inlaugh-
ing, singing, dancing and drinking. They
are very talkative, carious and inquisitive.
A stranger entering an estaminet or inn, in
a small town, is at once the object of pub-
lic attenticn, The loudest and most ani-
mated conversation is hushed immediately,
and everybody scrutinizes his exterior,
dress, etc. After awhile, if his appearance
is satisfactory to the assembly, the head
speaker goes up to him and invites him in
a polite manner to join the company, and,
at the same time, he tries in an artful way to
draw out from him his business and purpose,.
These people are extremely polite, None
of the assembled guests would commit the
breach of etiquette to forget to salute and
toast the company every time he imbibes,
if it were a dozen times of an evening, It
is a continual toasting. Their curicsity,
in small places, is so great that as soon as
a stranger walks through the streets every
window is opensd to see him pass, The
customs of the people are peculiar,
COURTSHIP IS DONE IN THIS WAY :

Two days in the week are set apart for
Amor’s worship, Sundays and Thursdays.
A lover will not visit his sweetheart alone,
but will be accompanied by friends. A
number of young men meet and agree
upon the place to visit in the evening.

They generally number from four to six.
Asgembling at the hoase of the village
belle, refreshments are served to them,
after which a game is instituted in which
the old folks participate. Meanwhile things
are so arranged that one of the men has to
entertain the young girl in a retired corner
or nook, which entertainment is called
““ hatee,” to spark, But only a limited
time is given to the happy youth, when he
has to give up his place to another. In this
manner they follow suit, the real lover
having ro advantage, at least not with re-
gard to time. After awhile the old people
retire, leaving the field to the young, who
often remain till nearly dawn. ~Perhaps
some prudish or very sensitive person will
call this custom improper in its moral
bearing ; but it may be said in its defense
that these people are simple-hearted and
follow an ancient custom left to them by
their forefathers, We leave Namur, and
in order to enjoy the scemery along the
river Meuse, we embark on a miniature
steamer for Liege, distant forty miles,
These steamers are about fifty feet long
and twelve feet broad ; their chimney is
lowered every time they pass a bridge;
these bridges are numerous and very low.
The banks of the river do not present grand
scenery, like those of the Rhine, yet they
are not without charm., They offer to the
eye green and fertile fields, interspersed
with prominent hills, which are clad with
vineyards; and now and then an elegant
castle or a fine residence makes its ap-
pearance. About half-way the fortrees of
Huy looms up on a high rock, on the side
of which the houses of the city are clus-
tered »
LIKE SO MANY SWALLOW NESTS,

So far the sky has been bright and clear,
but as we approach Liege the dense smoke
from a hundred factories hides it from our
view. Liege has 130,000 inhabitants, and
is one of the most industrious cities in the

country. It has several scientific institu-
tions, benevolent societies and a large num-
ber of churches. The principal edifices
are : The Episcopal palace, the Cathedral,
the Court-house and the University. Many
bridges span the river Meuse, which has
become, through the addition ef the river
Qurthe, of considerable size. As the prov-
ince and dukedom of Limburg are close at
hand, let us say a few words about Lim-
burg cheese, so well-known through its
high-flavored quality. Limburg proper does
not manufacture alone the cheese of that
name, but the country seuth and east, ex-
tending through the Wallon territory as far
as Luxemburg, produces it. Most people
ignore the cause why this cheese is so
highly flavored and remains soft in no mat-
ter what climate or temperature. I will
tell them the secret, with prayer not to di-
vulge it. It is because the gastric juice of
the calves is mixed with it at a certain
stage of its manufacture, and also because
it has undergone numerous saline washes
after being rendered solid. Taking the
cars again we soon arrive at Spa, the cele-
brated bathing and gambling place. It is
close to the Prussian frontier. Nature has
not favored Spa with any beautiful scene-
ry, and yet it has gained a world-wide
fenown which dates nearly two centuries
back. It owes this to its numerous min-
eral springs. Peter the Great used to visit
the place, and a monument te bis memory
adorms one of the springs. The city 1is
small and composed, except a few stores,
entirely of hotels. There are hundred of
_these and of the most fashionable kind.
As many as 20,000 guests visit Spa during
the season, most of whom belong to the
aristocracy. The bank or play-house pays
one million and a half of francs to the
Government for the privilege of keeping up
gambling. It expends, perhaps, ag

much for the embellishment of the town,
promenades, diversions, races, etc,

THE TWO GAMES PLAYED
At the bank are roulette and trente et
quarante. It is not unusnal to see men
lose fifty thousand francs in one day. An
amusing anecdote was told us of a country-

man who visited the bank one day. Be
ing tempted to play he bad the good luck
to win ten thousand francs. Taking his
money he went out and asked for his um-
brella at the vestibule. As he had no
change to pay for its keeping he returned
to the play-room, but was told there that
no change was given out except while ac-
tually playing. So he put down a gold
piece at roulette and lost. He contin-
ued, and lost again, and getting excited,
lost all he had won and the money he had
bronght with him besides. We heard of
another incident which was not amusing
for one of the actors. An English noble-
man was playing, when he was accidentally
called away. Forgetting about his stake
be did not return immediately. In the
mearwhile his stake won a number of
times in succession, until a big pile of gold
was waiting for him. A Frenchman, who
had seen him leave and had watched the
game, could not endure the sight of seeing
all this gold disappear at one throw of the
dice ; so he went to inform the English-
man of his luck and asked him to take
away his money. The Englishman told
him to mind hisown business, Words fol.
lowed ; the next morning they had a duel,
and the Frenchman

GOT A BULLET FOR HIS PAINS,

{ Many fortunes are yearly lost at Spa, and

suicides are of common .occurrence, but,
the same as at Monaco, they are kept se-

cret for fear of hurting the town. Departing
from Spa we partly retrace our steps as far
as Liege in order to reach An*werp. This
time we travel, for curiosity’s sake, in a
third-class car,and have a good opportunity
to study popular customs. Although third-
class cars are far from being comfortable,
they are by no means used exclusively by
the lower class of people. Except ladies
of the better class, who do not travel in
cnem, they are patronized by all grades of
society, and particularly because smoking
is allowed. By the time we reach Liege
our car is crowded. Among the passengers
there are a number of Wallon workingmen
and peasants in their blue linen blouses or
smock-frocks and colored caps; women
with their strangely formed strawhats,
which are extremely wide in front and
stand up straight about a foot, while the
rear end closely fits the head and sticks out
about six inches. A piece of white cloth
is attached behind and hangs down the
back. We notice in the crowd a short, fat
Fleming in his velvet, brass-buttoned jacket
and fur cap, accompanied by his beter-half,
wearing a short dress, low and gold-backled
shoes and a linen bonnet, or rather night-
cap, with flaps on the sides of her face a
foot long; her forehead is covered by a
gold plate, and she wears gold earrings
nearly four inches long ; her fingers are full
of rings and half of her body is covered
with trinkets.

A PARTY OF HUNTERS,
With their guns and outfit, make them-
selves conspicuous through their arrogant
manners, though we can’t think, to save

our life, where they could find any game in
a country in which the smallest hare can-
not find a place to hide. There are other
sporting men in the car with their fishing
apparatus and poles, which are especially
calculated to add to the comforts of the
passengers, There is also a sprinkling of
tradesmen and merchants from the larger
cities, among whom that irrepressible indi-
vidual, called commis-voyageur or drum-
mer, shines in all his glory. The United
States are blessed with book agents, ped-
dlers, and so on ; but when it comes to the
regular drummer, or commis.voyageur, we
must concede the palm to Europe. Every
car, every stage-coach and every hotel
swarms with them. In Belgium, especially,
they are distinguished by their manners
and dress, Wearing a stylish dress and
affecting polite manners when coming in
contact with refined people, the commis-
voyageur is the most osteutatious and con-
ceited braggart in the world, While trav-
eling he delights in selecting a poor victim
for his commonplace jokes, endeavoring to
render it ridiculous, and feels proud of the
laughter his sarcasms have called forth, A
gpecimen of the kind was in our car, and
soon monopolized the conversation, which
had been carried on rather noisily by a
number of young men. His darts of wit
and repartee were followed by great ap-
plause. Having exhausted his store of in-
-formation his glance lighted on the honest
and simple face of the fat Fleming, of
whom we have already spoken. The train
had just left Liege and was ascending a
steep mountain by means of a cable ; its
locomotive had been left behind. This ar-
rangement is similar to the San Francisco
cable-roads, with the difference that large
trains are pulled up at a greater speed.
The distance may be five miles. The cable
is about the thickness of a man’'s wrist,
and cannot be seen from the cars when in
motion. This road has been in operation
thirty-five years, which proves that the
dummy: arrangement of San Francisco is
not a new invention,

THE GOOD OBSERVER OF NATURE,

The good observer of nature exists in
fragments, a trait here and a trait there,
Each person sees what it concerns him to
see, The fox-hunter knows pretty well
the ways and habits of the fox, but on any
other subject he is apt to mislead you. He
comes to see only fox-traits in whatever he
looks upon, The bee-hunter will follow
the bee, but lose the bird, The farmer
notes what affects his crops and his earn.
ing, and little else. Common people, St.
Pierre says, observe without reasoning,
and the learned reason without ob-
serving. If one could apply to
the observation of nature the sense
and skill of the South American
rastreador, or trailer, how much he
would track home. This man’s eye is
keener than a hound’s scent. A fugitive
can no more elude him than he can elude
fate. His perceptions are said to be so
keen that the displacement of a leaf or
pebble, or the bending down of a spire of
grass, or the removal of a little dust from
the fence, are enough to give him the clew.
He sees the half-obliterated foot-prints of
a thief in the sand, and carries the impres-
sion in his eye till a year afterward, when
he again detects it in the suburbs of a city,
and the culprit is tracked home and caught.
I knew a man, blind from his youth, who
not only went about his own neighborhood
without a guide, turning up to his neigh-
bor’s gate or door as unerringly as
if he had the best of eyes, but who would
go many miles on an errand to a new part
of the country. He seemed to carry a
map of the township in the bottom of his
feet, a most minute and accurate survey.
He never took the wrong road, znd he
knew the right house when he reached it.
He was a miller and fuller, and ran his mill
at night while his sons ran it by day. He
never made a mistake with his customers’
bags or wool, knowing each man’s by the
sense of touch. He frightened a negro whom
he deteqted stealing, as if he had seen out of
the back of his head. Such facts show
one how delicate and sensitive a man’s rela-
tion to outward nature through his bodily
senses may become. Highten a little more,
and he could forecast the weather and the
seasons, and detect hidden springs and
minerals, A good observer has something
of this delicacy and quickness of percep-
tion. All the great poets and naturalists
have it. Agassiz traces the glaciers like a
rastreador, and Darwin misses no step
that the slow but tireless gods of physical
change have taken, no matter how they
cross or retrace their course, In the ob-
scure fish-worm he sees an agent that has
kneaded and leavened the soil like giant
hands.—[John Burroughs, in the Century.

No MATTER what may be the name, or how
long standing the trouble, Dr. Benson’s Skin
Cure will always cure skin diseases, Grateful
hundreds of cured patients attest this fact.

81, at druggists.

FREEHAND NOTES.

A VISIT TO THE NEW CALIFORNIA
SUGAR REFINERY,

Kate Castleton and Fer Jaunty Head
Gear—Styles of Women—A New Mass
—EKettledrum—A Reception,

Sax Fraxcisco, April 11, 1883,

The new California Sugar Refinery is an
astonishing edifice. I went over it last
Friday and bemused myself in an intricacy
of engines, tramways and figures, com-
pared to which political machinery is the
merest child’s play. Like little Paul’s
doubt as to whether twenty Romuluses
made a Remus, or three times four was
Taurus a bull, in his first struggle with
knowledge under Miss Blimber’s tuition,
it was an open question at last whether
they spent $45 an hour in drying the under
side of cube sugar, or the centrifugal ma.
chines held 1,000 pounds or tons, or made

50,000 revolutions a minute or cost $1,200.

at sparing numbers and dimensions, the
twelve-story brick building, full to over-
flowing with mighty, magnificent ma-
chinery, each piece as necessary to the pro-
cesses to be gone through as the parts of a
puzzle, is a monument raised by wealth to
industry which only awakens admiration,
for without sugar existence would be un-
illumined by a ray of joy, and to think, as
we half-absently suspend the sweetener of
our cup in the sugar-tongs, that it has been
previously suspended in a rose.colored
vacuum pan 40 feet high and 17 feet at its
largest diameter, is to arouse us to a proper
respect for an edible of such experience,
and give dignity to the comparatively un-
meaning acts of life calculated to throw
““Mr, Barlow” into ecstasies of delight.

KATE CASTLETON AND STYLES,
~ Did Kate Castleton visit you ir Sacra-
mento? She is a sweet lady, full of quips
and wiles, and her head-gear in her
Qnaker character is beginning to be seen

on the street, to the admiration of small
urchins, who follow the wearers of the
bonnets, howling the refrain of the Castle-
ton’s song. They are only to be worn by
a particular type of face. Rather a pretty
woman, in other hats, chose to wear one of
these Quaker affairs to the theater the
other night, and completely ‘‘uglified”
herself by the means, to borrow a word
from Lewis Carroll.

By-the-way, how little women here
study their styles. A young lady of the
dimensions of the famous ‘‘ massa ”"—*‘ Six
foot one and t'ree foot t’udder,” with
‘““coat 8o big he conldn’t pay the tailor ”
—will ignore the bovine-statuesque, for
which naturé manifestly booked them, and
put the antic disposition on of some little
thistle-down columbine, whom you will
meet anon solemn as an owl and quiet
as a marsh, and mute as a fish, That
other girl has got possession of her man-
per. Oh, that they could meet, and ex-
change back again! And those much-
abused words, haughty and languid, there
have been no exponents of them in society
for many moons. They should teach at
‘“ finishing schools,” that hauteur is not
insolence, nor languor, stupidity. Mrs.
Halleck (Mrs. General Cullum that now
is), was an admirable example of a haughty
woman,

THE COLDNESS OF HER MANNER
Was comparable to the sudden evaporation
of certain spirits, but her intelligence and
knowledge of the world made every one
about her admiring and contented. There

is an adorably langnid woman in seciety to-
day, or should be., She has somewhat
withdrawn herself from the giddy world of
late, I believe, She has the Heaven.sent
gift of putting that flavor into her remarks
which makes one remember them. She
has lived in South America, and moves as
it were against a half-suggested background
of creole indolence, which that circum-
stanve of her life explains as soon as you
become acquainted with it. She is very
witty withal, . Look for thorns on a suave
orange tree, they are nearly sure to be
there, And to-night Miss Edith Blanding
becomes Mrs, Carleton Coleman. Her sis-
ter-in-law, Mrs. Gordon Blanding, gives
her a reception after the ceremony at Grace
Church. It is her wedding present. Cu-
riously enough there are so many ladies in
the Tevis, Haggin and Blanding families
that the invitations issued will be almost
exclusively to gentlemen.

Saturday evening Mr. Masten had a re-
hearsal of his mass, which he has called
the

MASS OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,
And has dedicated it- to Father King, of
Oakland, at whose church it will be sung
in the latter part of May. The rehearsal

Saturday evening was in the hall over
Gray’s new music store. Miss Thibault
played the accompaniment, and Mr, Mas-
ten directed. Miss Dollbeare sang the
solo in ‘“Kyrie,” and Miss Sibyl Sander-
son the ‘‘ Incarnatus.” Charlie Platt and
Alfred Wheeler were among the gentle-
men who sang. The mass has been en.
tirely rewritten since Mr. Masten pro-
duced it here a year ago, and shows much
improvement and maturer method and
surer handling. The author’s Paris etudy
has not beén a fiction. To the last move-
ment, the ‘‘Dona Nobis Pacem,” it was
Mr, Masten’s idea to give a meditative and
prayerful spirit and form, but the conven-
tional ‘‘Dona Nobis,” it appears, must be
of a trinmphant and exalted character, so
that the last impression upon the congre-
gation shall be strong and vivid, So, in
rewriting it, Mr. Masten has bowed to cus-
tom and concluded his eomposition with a
strong, full and brilliant chorus. The au-
dience was extremely appreciative. All
the music-loving people in the city seemed
to be present; the families of the com-
poser and the singers made a goodly num-
ber in themselves. There were, besides,
Miss Berreda and her sister, Mrs. Newton,
Mrs. Llewllyn Jones, Miss Holladay and
her sister, Miss Brummagin and a score of
others, Monday evening
A KETTLE DRUM

Was given at B'nai B'rith Hall by the la.
dies who rally around tbe charitable socie-
ty for the Boye’ and Girls’ Aid. If the
charity prospers in proportion to the care
and attention it receives, it must‘be ple-
thoric with wealth and success, All the
gentlemen were pressed into the service to
nail up wreathe and flowers and flags for
decoration, and were expected to appear
later and buy cakes and ale and bouton-
nieres to a fabulous amount ; and it is fur-
ther recorded of them that they did their
duty as San Francisco expects, and that
the hall was more crowded, and more
money was taken in, than at the previous
affair of the sort given some time last au-
tumn. Friday evening is to be an event-
ful one. Mrs. Ashe gives a reception at
her Sacramento-street house in honor of
her son, Mr. Porter Ashe, and his wife,
The young ladies of the Z:itska Institute
give a reunion, where music, reading and
dancing are the order of the evening, On
Friday also Henry Heyman gives a concert
in aid of his pupil, young Landsberger,
who wishes to go to Germany to study the
violin. Harry Gillig was to have sung at
this concert, but upon his necessary ab-
sence Ben Clark appears in his place. The
artists give a dinner on the 18th, and the
menus—to be hand-painted by skilled peo-
ple—are witty in expression as they are
appetizing in suggestion. I was very much
interested to observe a huge placard on a
trim little house on California street, that
there would be sold at auction—time not
stated—the

MAGNIFICENT WARDROBE OF MRS. JUDAH,
And likewise a thousand art objecis be-
longing to her, but the reeult of the sale I

have not yet heard. Quite apropos of ob-
jects of art is the chest of beautiful things
Mrs. General Burnett received from her
son, Lieutenant Burnett, of the United

cruise in the Mediterranean, and sent to
his mother jast before his ship sailed for
western Africa. The box contained among
other things a shawl of Maltese lace of a
delicate cream tint, and several yards of
lace flouncing, both of the cream tint and
black. Perhaps the most beautiful object
of the collection is a necklace selected in
Naples, the links being alternate shell and
lava cameos, cut with different mythologi-
cal heads. One of the lava plaques is a
dark claret color, ‘the rest of the more
usual olive gray. The acorn crown of one
of the clasic heads is cut with an exquisite
elaborateness, each tiny irregularity of the
cups being perfectly reproduced. When
the box was opened a most delicious per-
fun.e exhaled from it, but it was found to
have been obtained at almost too dear a
coet. A bottle of the precious attar of
roses that had been among the contents,
had been broken on its long journey, and
luxuriously sighed its soul away in a web of
Maltese lace. PHILIP SHIRLEY,

SEASONABLE FASHION NOTES,

The fashion writer in the New York
Post says that tailor-made costumes are
growing more and more in favor. They
have now arrived at perfection in the way
of fit and finish, Some of the costliest of
these have the bodice-lining of soft and
pliable, but exceedingly firm, ribbed silk.
Promenade costumes, more suitable for car-
riage and visiting use, are now’ eschewed
for these stylish and more appropriate suits
of tweed, ladies’ cloth, cheviot and flannel.

Black will be in high vogue for the two
coming seasons, both in thick and thin ma-
teriale, and many superb evening dresses
are being made of this somber hue, enliv-
ened by a profwsion of jet beads, gold
trimmings or colored flowers. An immense
quantity of lace will be worn as trimmings,
and the magnificent bead garnitures—
tabliers, panels, applique bands, berthas,
and fraises—become more and more elab-
orate, each new design being more intri-
cate and beautiful than the last,

Bodices with crenelated edges are still
in favor. The tabs are trimmed in many
different ways—with braid-work, cording
of gilk, and passementerie, or with em-
broidery or beaded appligne ornaments
placed in the center of each block. Point-
ed bodices, very narrow at the sides, are
much worn, with the overdress or tunic
applied to the under sides of the corsage,
and not gauged to the outside as formerly.
The round basque is cut very short and
the postilion basque is cut with the
center seam openiog over a shell pleat-
ing or a double pleat inecerted in each
seam.

Mandarin yellow is one of the leading
shades of color this spring; in fact, all
shades of yellow, from pale primrose to
deep orange, will be fashionably worn, a
rich yellow bronze dore being especially
admired. Costumes of this handsome
shade in heavy ottoman silk, combined
with golden brown satin brocade, form
very elegant costumes designed for car-
riage and visiting wear. The vivid terra-
cotta shades and still brighter color,
known as crushed strawberry, so much in
vogue of late, each so trying to the
complexion and to every color with
which they come in contrast, are rapid-
ly giving place in public favor to a
variety of paler shades, known as fram-
boise, varying from the full ripe raspberry
to the very palest creamy tint, calle fram-
boise ecrassee, or crushed raspberry, This
shade is seen among new dress fabrics, and
among vast quantities of hats and bonnets
of chip and fancy straw,

Fine woolen dresses in dark monochrome
colors, and tweeds, serges and cheviots,
with deep flounces edged with crossway
bands of velveteen of the best quality, are
very fashionable, The flounces are put
on with severalrows of ‘‘grooved ™ shirr-
ings. The back drapery is a blending of
the two materials, and the jacket is of the
woolen material, rounding in front over a
jaunty waistcoat made of the velveteen,
and laced up to the throat with fine silk
cord, twined around a double row of tiny
enamel buttons, Among the woolen most
appropriate for utility purposes is Li-
monsine cloth—a wear-defying fabric
with dull brown and gray grounds, on
which are bright stripes of cardinal and
deep shades of gold and green. These
goods are very serviceable, and do not look
much more worn at the end of the season
than at the beginning of their career.
They are a perféct boon to mothers with
school-girl daughters, who show no mercy
to their ‘“every-day ” clothes,

For the brilliant entertainments follow-
ing Easter have been imported and aleo
prepared an array of as superb and artistic
robes for fair dames and maidens as haman
mind could devise or human heart desire.
There is almost an endless variety of mag-
nificent materials employed in the formation
of these costly toilets, the larger portion
being of fabrics of the * stand alone”
order, such as will retain their richness and
splendor for an indefinite period. The el-
egantly.made tulle and crape dresses that
Worth has successfully revived are,
however, an exception to the general
rule. They are as perishable as they
are beautiful ; still they are very much
in  vogue among extravagant young
ladies who are coatent to pay almost any
price for a dress, provided it is novel, be-
coming, and ancommon. Taese youthful
costumes, exquisitely delicate in tint, and
frequently enriched with lace costing
three times the value of the dress
fabrics themselves, offer a refresh.
ing and beautiful contrast to the
heavy brocades and velvets beside
them. As an instance of this pleasing
contrast we describe two robes of this
kind. Oae, for the mother, is a heavy
satin of a delicate pearl gray, with a tiut
of palest pink in the sheen ; this ground-
work is overrun with a pattern of velvet
moss, rosebuds, and foliage in their natu-
ral hues, a bit of vivid crimson show-
ing from out the half-open buds.
The court train is lined with
crimson satin, and the petticoat is of the
heaviest Ture satin of plain pinkish gray
velvet, with a drapery of Venetian lace,
For the daughter is a trained princesse slip
of lilac faille completely covered with Per-
sian mauvesilk tulle, edged with seven-inch
rufies of cream-white lace. The drapings
are marvels of French manipulation and
deft grace, Trailing garlands of blash
roses and white clematis blossoms arranged
among the shaping folds of tulle complete
the effect of a most charming toilet. A
pale blue satin, brocaded with silver flowers,
snd a white China crape, made up over
white surah and embroidered with forget-
me-nots and pink geraniaom blooms, were
two other toilets placed in pleasing juxta-
position.

Is Correr PorsoNous ArTer ALn?—In
this age of rehabilitations one is bardly
surprised to find the poisons—or what
were deemed to be poisons—meeting with
partisans, M. Galippe, a French savant,
has undertaken to clear copper from the
unjust imputation under which it has la-
bored of possessing toxic properties. He
has been experimenting since 1875 upon
dogs with verdigris, bluestone and various
salts of copper, and he has come to the
conclusion that ‘‘ copper cancot cause fatal
poisoning.” And on its being objected that
the emetic effects of these substances pro
ably saved the animals’ lives—dogs being
particularly susceptible to the action of
emetics—he courageously proceeds to try
similar experiments on himself, having all
his food regularly cooked in copper vessels
coated inside with verdigris, and he feels
none the worse for it. Fuarthermore, he
has over and over again found copper in the
liver and kidneys of persons who have died
from natural causes, and hie analyses of
wheat, chocolate and other alimentary sub-
stances have revealed the presence of in-
finitesimal quantities of copper in their
composition. These are facts, he saye,
which should not be lost sight of in making
post-mortems of persons whose death has
been attributed to metallic poisoning, and
he believes that ignorance of them has led
to more than one judicial error.—[St.
James’ Gazatte,

Not an aleoholic beverage, but a true snd
reliable family medicine is Brown’s Iron Bit-

States Navy, gathered by him during his

ters,

FOREST AND STREAM.

A STROLL AMONG GAME AND BY
BROOK.

The Crusade Against Mud Eens and Their
Valus—Carver and Bogardus—Mis-
cellaneous Sporting Items,

The publication of conclusions hastily
drawn from observations that may have
the semblance of possibility in their charac-
ter and appearance is to be cordemned.
To the casual observer it may seem, when
witnessing the activity and wide-awake at-
tention of the mud hen while feeding in
deep or shallow water, that the duck would
have bmt little chance to pick up a meal
after them, Conclusions based upon such
observations may be expressed by honest
convictions, and a firm belief enter-
tained of their correctness; yet it is
more than likely they were hastened
by a feeling of injury, induced by
small bags of game and diminished profits.
These hasty publications lead hundreds
into an erroneous belief, an error leading
to a wanton and inhumane practice, that
would lead to the extermination of a most
valuable fowl. The mud hen, in a degree,
subsists upon the same food as do the
ducks—both being a species of scavenger,
devouring decaying fatty and other nu-
tritions offal floating wupon or lying
under the water. While the mud
hen can only with his sharp-pointed
bill pick up the larger morsels and parti-
cles, the duck has the same ability, with
the additional capability of taking up the
smaller ; in fact, particles of food too small
for the eye to observe. .His broad bill
takes in a quantity of water, is closed, the
water ejected therefrom automatically
through the strainer like comb along and
upon the sides of his bill, retaining every
particle of solid matter the water may
have contained. While the mud-ben is
more dextrons and quicker in its move-
ment, he, in his eagerness, allows
much to escape his attention which
the duck, in his more deliber-
ate methods, observes and captures.
Upon land the same advantages are to be
seen. The duck gathers the fine particles ’
and seeds washed to the borders of the
water by its waves, while the mud-hen
must content himself with the larger. The
duck will take up a bill full of earth or
mud, thrust his bill into the water, strain-
ing every particle of earth therefrom, and
retaining whatever of bug, worm animal-
cule, germ or small seeds it may contain.
An army of mud-hens may have passed
over the same ground, plucked it bare of
vegetation and larger particles of food, and
were they compelled toremain there would
starve to death, while a flock of ducks,
coming after them, would grow fat upon
that which the former were unable to take.

Let us reverse the order, however, and
place the duck upon the feeding ground
before the mud hen. It is possible for the
duck to devour every vestige of food the
mud hen is capable of procuring. It isan
impossibility, therefore, tnat the ducks can
be driven from the waters te which they
are in the habit of resorting, Their nature
brings them to the water, whether there is
food there for them or not. Provided with
superior means of flight, they seek in-
land feeding grounds upen the plain,
about the small ponds created by recent
rains, and returning again in due time to
deep water. The fact that the duck does
sometimes disappear from waters where
““bags of a hundred or more could be
made most any day,” is not the result of
the scarcityof food, nor yet the presence or
increase of the mud-hen. Whije ‘“bags of
a hundred or more” were being made of
one, the other was unmolested and allowed
to increage, and the former diminished in
numbers—the one driven away by con-
stant attack, the other remaining in un-
molested security. All things in nature are
equalized, and hinge upon a balance.
Whenever man interferes, believing he can
improve them, he generally makes an error.
It is an error, too, says an ornithologist, to
suppose that the mud-hen is not eatable.
Its meat is as tender, he continues, and not
as dry as that of the duck, its succulence
approaching near to that of a chicken. The
antipathy to them, and their unpopularity
as food, arose from an attempt to prepare
them without removing the skin, which
contains an oil or fat having a fishy odor,
Prepared without this they are a delicacy.
Their value exists, too, in the vast numbers
of fish and other habitants of the lake wa-
ters which are destroyed by them, pre-
venting decay and putrid odors.

THE CARVER-BOGARDUS CONTEST,

The contest between Captain Bogardus
and Dr. Carver for the championship of the
world as a wing shot, was in the beginning
stigmatized by some sporting journals as a
‘‘ gambling game,” and it was stated that
each contest would be won by the party
against whom the most money was staked,
Both these men have earned the reputa-
tion of gentlemen, and no such reflection
should have been made. Both are also in
aflluent circumstances, and not driven to
the extremity of dishonorable means to
obtain money. Both have enviable repu-
tations to sustain, Dr. Carver astouished
all Earope with his skiliful marksmanship,
giving exhibitions of his wonderful ability
before crowned heads, and was everywhere
received and entertained with great cour-
tesy and consideration, not alone because
of his marksmanship, for he enjoys an hon-
orable social standing as well.

Captain Bogardus has carried the title of
championship far above the approach of
any competitor ; has earned the title justly
aud honorably and sustained it with the
highest degree of skill. Like the former,
he has enough of worldly wea'th, and had
by beating Dr. Carver additional honors
and glory to gain, for he knew he had no
less a peer with which to contend. That
he has been beaten does not detract from
him as a good shot., He has found his
match, and has laid down hie title to a
worthy adversary. He should be proud of
the fact that it required the skill and
science only to be found in Dr. Carver to
deprive him of his laureled title,

MISCELLANEOUS,

A correspondent in American Field,
from Faribault, Mion,, April 2d, says:
‘¢ Prairie chickens and quails have suffered
badly im this vicinity the past winter,
large numbers being reported by farmers as
found frozen.” The above indicates to
California sportsmen the contrast between
that and our own climate, and as an evi-
dence of what sportsmen in the East have
to contend with to keep up the supply of
game birds, Here in our mild winter
months the quail flourishes at his best,
None are killed off by exposure ; we do
not have to trap and feed them during
winter in order to preserve a number for
propagation, as in many places at the East.
And yet their number is being diminished,
What a reflection upon the people of this
State that, with all our advantages, we are
exterminating them by allowing the game
laws to be violated with impunity,

We hear a curious law point discussed.
A man was driving across our lake re-
cently, near where some holes had been
cut and lines fixed by a fisherman. He
noticed that there was a bite at one of the
hooks, sprang out, pulled in a three and a
half pound fish, flung it into his sleigh,
and was off before the fisherman could
reach him. Was it a theft—or, in other
words, to whom did that fish belong? It
seems probable that it belonged to the man
who pulled it out, for the rule about game
—fish, flesh or fowl—is that it belongs to
whoever actually gets possession of it, and
to no one till in his actual possession.
Pretty sharp practice, though !—[Litch.

solute cure for Rheumatism,
Sprains, Burns, Galls, &c., and an
instantaneous Paine.reliever.

extensively under cultivation and their
natoral food thereby lessened, and the
streams are more cleared of their shelter-
ng brush margine, which afforded them
protection and hiding, especially during
breeding season. The law, meantime, has
been in their favor, but has not been ob-
served, and now that it has been changed,
they will stand even less show for main-
taining a presence with us.

There are eome ancmalies in the devel-
opment of salmon which are not as yet well
understood. A writer in ‘‘Blackwood’s
Magazine” presents in an interesting way
these pecularities. How is it thatin two
eggs deposited by the same fish ‘‘one be-
comes a smolt and seeks salt water twelve
months earlier than a fish born from the
other egg ?” Or, to put it in another way,
““of the same brood one moiety has re-
mained in the ponds from the date of
hatching as parr, weighing probably an
ounce, while the other meiety, having a‘-
tained to the scales of the smolt, have gene
off to the sea and have returned as grilee
of the average weight of six pounds.”

The trout fishing sezson in New York
opened April Ist, A few sportsmen cast
their flies, but the great body of the anglers,
who are already on the ground, awaited
until Monday. The streams on Long
Island inbabited by the finny favorites are
mostly owned by the moneyed men of New
York, who, it is estimated, have $1,000,000
invested in tront rums. Among tre per-
sons controlling these streams are William
H. Vanderbilt, Austin Corbin, George
Lorillard, August Belmont, William Floyd
Jones, Mr, Wagstaff, Mr. Sutton, Judge
Smith, Mr. Southard, Mr. Phelps and Mr.
Irne.

British pigeon-shooters, it is reported,
are already turning their attention to sub-
stitutes for live birds at the traps. The
gyrating clay pigeons meet with the most
favor on account of their swift and erratic
flight, and because their breaking to pieces
when struck by the shot not only gives in-
stant and indisputable evidence of their
being struck, but affords a pleasurable ex-
citement ; moreover, the fragments are not
injurious to cattle and barefooted boys, s
is the case with the splinters of glass balls,

Pigeon shooting from the trap has been
abolished in Eogland.  This is the enter-
ing wedge toward the prohibition of
hunting with the gun and the final exclu-
sion from the field of all sports. *‘‘This
toting a gun and tramping over the
fields all day is a duced bore anyhow, you
know.”

Wiscousin eportsmen, like those of Cali-
fornia, are troubled with a want of co-
operation in having game laws or an
effective system of game protectionadopted,
and, as in our own State, they have en-
gaged in much talk, and no effective move-
ment has been made in the proper direc-
tion.

The Pacific Coast Kennel Club will hold
a bench show in San Francisco, commenc-
ing April 27th and ending May 3d. Sev-
eral fine dogs will be exhibited from Sac-
ramento, among them being Messrs. Post
and Chipman’s Irish setters.

An international gun trial will take
place about the 14ta or 15th of November
pext. Grounds near New York city have
been selected for the purpose. The con-
test will be principally between the ham-
mer and hammerless guns.

Trout-fishing in New Zealand already
afforde excellent sport, tne new-comers
having been introduced from Europe into
the ieland. Trout of six and a guarter
pounds are now common. They rise readily
to the fly.

The B:lgian Academy offers a prize of
$600 for the best treatise on the destruc-
tion of fishes by the pollation of rivers.
Those competing for the prize must send
in their work before October, 1885

Levi Davis, of Forestville, Cal., recently
drew the water from one of his small fish
ponds, of less than one-quarter of an acre
in area, and found over 10,000 carp. He
asks, *‘ How is that for fishing ?”

A salmon whitefish weighing 60 ponnds
was received in Milwaukee one day last
week., it was caught at Escanaba, A
6-pound whitefish was taken out of its
stomach.

out hunting rabbits recently, and bagged
ninety-five. They set fire to an old sedge
field and shot them as they ran out.

The Manistique, Mich., Pioncer accuses
one J. D. Garnett of going out and killing
a deer with a pitchfork.

Queen Victoria will open in person the
International Fish Exhibition at South
Kensington next month,

Deer hunting is a favorite sport of some
of the young ladies of Centerville, Tenn,

Gentle
Women

Who want glossy, luxuriant
and wavy tresses of abundant,
beautiful Hair must use
LYON'S KATHATRON, This
eleiant, cheap article always
makes the Hair grow freely
and fast, keeps it from falling
out, arrests and cures gray-
ness, removes dandruff and
itching, makes the Hair
strong, giving it a ecurling
tendency and keeping it in
any desired position, Be2u-
tiful, healthy Hair is the sure
result of using Kathairon,
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Cast

TORIA

Infants and Children
Without Morphine or Narcotine.

777

What gives our Children rosy cheeks,
What cures their fevers, makes them sleep;
'Tis Castoria.

When Babies fret, and cry by turns,
‘What cures their colie, kills their worms,

But Castoria.
———

What quickly cures Constipation,
Sour Stomach, Colds, Indigestion :

Castor Oil and Paregoric, and
Hail Castoria.

——

m27-1yTuThS&wly

field (Conn.) Enquirer.

There was a noticeable absence of mallard
ducks in our markets during the season just
passed. During former seasons this variety
was plentiful. Their decrease has been
gradual year by year, and is due, perhaps,
to several causes. The law for their pro-

ManhoodRestored

victim of early imprudence, causing Nervous
Debmty. Premature eca{i eto., havilﬁg triedin
vain every known remedy, has discovered a sim-
Pie means of self-cure, which he will send free
tohisfellow-sufferers, AddressJ. H. REEVES,

tection during the breeding season has not
been duly regarded ; our fields are more

Chatham st., N.Y.
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A crowd of Brandon, Miss., boys went |

top mattress,
bealthy beds

ba
& Grand riano—all free to guests.
rooms per night, 50 cents ;

OVE STEP AHEAD.

What a Country Dector Did Not Live te
See—The Triumph of Te-day.

The writer’s father was a country doctor, and with
all their faults country doctors are, as a class, noble

and self-sacrifcing men. Through all weathers, in

all seasons, and over the worst of roads, they diive
on missions of mercy—generally for small compensa-

tion, and often for none at all. To the country

doctor in guestion, as he sat in kLis buggy, an Irish-
man, who bad stopped him on the road, was relat-
ing his suffering from what he called ‘“‘a dreadful
pain in me chist.”

“ Oh, Pat,” said the doctor, perhaps impatient at
the d tention, “put a mustard plaster on your
chest ”

“Aa’ will that suck out the pain, Docthur 7’ asked
Pat, wanting a foundation for his faith.

“1t won't hurt you anyway, Pat,” aniwered the
doctor, whipping up his horse. Then continuing to
his companion : “ My son, I wish somebody would
invent a plaster that would suck out pain, as Pat
put it. I have plenty of plasters, some of which I
make myself and others that are patented, tut I am
free to admit to you that there isn’s much virtue in
any of them.”

This was years ago, and the good doctor is gone
where, we are told, no one is ever sick,. He didn’t
live to see or hear of BENSON'S CAPCINE POROUS
PLASTER, which, in Pat’s rude pbrase, * sucks
out” so much pain to-day. The doctor, in connec
tion with his practice, kept a little village drug
store, where he dispensed the cheap and common
plasters of the time, ‘““whose merits,” he used to
say, ‘‘must reside in the holes, for he didn’t see a8
they hud any other.”

For that pain of fyours try the CAPCINE, which
word is cur in the plaster itself. Price, 25 centa.

Seabury & Johnson, Chemists, New York,
n6-6mws

A REAL
SEXEIN CUEES

There is only one, and that with simple name.

“ My skin, which has been covered with sealy
sores, has becomne clean, smooth and soft as a
lady’s. My hands were covered with Isttle dry scabs.
Thew have disappeared, and I'm better than I have
been for twenty wears, using I'r. Bensow's Skin
Cure.”—|A. M. Noble, Selma, N C,, July 3, 1882,

Dr. Benson’s Skin Cure consists ef internal and
external treatment at same time, and it makes the
It contains nc

skin white, soft and smooth.
ous drugs. Price, §1, at any first-clags drugg
m8-1yTuThS&wly

California Safe Deposit & Trust Co,,
326 MONTGOMERY ST., SAN FRANCISCO.

Qapital - - - $2,000,000
DIRECTORS :
J. D. Fry, €. L. Bradley,

James H. Goodman
F. H. woods,
Charies Main,
L. &, Wickersham,

¢, F. Macdermot,
Samael Davis,
Eloyd Tev.s,
Henry Wadsworth,

AN L e e N IR S e President
WM. CUNRINGHAM. .......c..cccc6000s Secretary
D R O NON G ol et tessvnnibrss Treasurer

(Late of Union Trust Company of New York).

NTEREST ALLOWED ON DEPOSITS. DEPOS-
its received, subject to check or draft at sight

Certificates of deposit issued. Loins made on
collateral security.

The Safe Deposit Vault contains 4,800 safes, of
different sizes, which are rented at from $2 to $20 per
mopth, and from $12 to $200 per year, according to
gize and locatiog ; also a large general vault for the
care of silverwdi, jewelry, t nd boxes of val-
uable articles, bullion, coin. books and papers of mer-
cantile houses (ledgers, which will be received or
delivered at any time during the day or night), and
personal property of all kinds.

This Company will act as agent of corporations,
estates, firms and individuals, for the care of securi-
ties, real estate and personal property of all kinds,
the collection of interest and rents, and will transact
business generally as trustee for property and inter-
ests intrusted to its care ; will hold powers of attor-
ney, and make collections and remittan ; buy and
sell securities, drafts, exchange, bullion, foreign
money, e€tc.; make investments and negotiate loans: *
wiil a t «8 executor and administrator of estates,
guardian of minors, etc.; pay annuities, ete.; will

act as transfer agent or registrar of transfers of
stock, and as trustee under trust mortgages of in

corporated companies. _ 1e101s3mM WS
AN EXTRAORDINARY RAZOR
AS BEEN INVENTED BY THE QUEENS

} OWN CO. of England.
is so THIN and FLEXIBLE as NEVER TO R¢-
QUIRE GRINDING and hardly ever setting. It
glides over the face like a piece of velvet, making
shaving quite a luxury. IT IS CREATING A
GREAT EXCITEMENT in kurope ameng the ex-
perts, who pronounce it PERFECTION. Two dol-
lars in buffalo hanule ; three dollars in ivory. Every
razor, to be genuine, must bear on the reverse side
the name of NATHAN JOSEPH, 641 Clay street,
San Francisco, the only place in the United States
where they are obtained. Trade supplied. Sent by
mail, 10 cents extra, or C. O. D.

THE QUEEN'S OWN COMPANY, having en-
larged their factory, are now making PEARL and
IVORY CARVING KNIVES, TABLE and POCKET
KNIVESy HUNTING KNIVES and SCIS*ORS of

The edze and body

the sal quality as their marvelously wonderful
TazZor. a7-tiws
P ' Wh , ‘—7 1 0
acific 661 WOPKS,
.h"

J. F. HILL, ProPRIETOR,

‘U‘IANUFACI'URER OF OCARRIAGE AND
ll W:ﬁon Wheels, Gears, etc. The Trade furn.
shed at lowest prices. Best Carriages and
‘Wagons of all kinds made promptly to or lor
and on hand. m26 eod TuThSE wSL

LAl

Elegant Family Carriages,
Landaus, Demi-Landaus,
Coupelets, Cabriolets, English, Bers
lin Coaches ; Rockaways, Doctors’
Phaetons, Dog, T and Village
Carts, warranted equal
To the Best New York Clty make, and at

LOWER PRICES.

EBroughams,

THE JAMES CUNNINCHAM, SON & COMPANY,

Nos. 1104 and 1106 Washington Avenue,
ST. LOVUIS, mo.
m3ThS*.3m  CHAS. STROBRIDGE, Manager.

ST. DAVID’S,

FIRST-CLASS LODGING - HOUSE, CON-

But Cast tains 155 rooms; 715 Howard street, near
2ut Castoria. l‘;i(i San Francisco. This house is especially de-
Farewell then to Morphine Syrups, signed s « comfortable home for ladies and gentle-

men visiting the city from the interior. No dark
rooms. Gas and running water in each room. The
floors are covered with body Brussels carpet, and'all
%hmitm is made of golid black walnut.

Eacn
has a spring mattress, with an sdditional hair
making them the most luxurious and
in the world. Ladies wishing to cook
or themselves or families are aliowed the free use of

alarge public kitchen and dining-room. Servants
ke:x.npnﬂntmmo; M. to 7p. M. Hot and cold
3 & large

parlor and reading-room, containing
Price, single

fro:
House openﬂlulggte..r s .

R. HUGHES, Proprietor,
At Market-street Ferry, take Omnibus line o

street cars to corner of Third and Howard
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