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FRUIT WEALTH.

CONSIDERATION OF THE SIERRA

FOOTHILL REGION.

The Scil, Climate and Adaptation

to Fruit and Grape
Culture.

The following address v

E. W. Maslin at Grass Valley, on

instant. before the El Dorado District Agri-

cultural Association, and will be read with

interest as a careful review of the
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thus increasing in store, what were we
doing? Sending out a stream of gold such
as history furnishes no parallel. From

clusters of grapes ever exhibited in this
State, cultivates his vineyard without the
aid of water.

I have introduced my neighbors’ names

1848 to 1881 California produced $1,115,000,- | and my own into this statement, because 1

000 of gold, of which $18,301,828 was pro-
duced, according to the late census, in the
year 1830, Am I far wrong when T esti-

| wished to state simply what I knew, and I
! have dwelt with some prolixity upon the

{ question of irrigation, because it is the one

mate that Bl Dorado, Nevada and Placer | question of this district which shall deter-

produced one-third of the latter sum?
Eighteen millions of wheat! What does it
not represent ? Railroads, steamers. ware-

| mine our future as a fruit-growing section.
It should be determined, once for all, that|
| trees and vines will grow in the foothills,

houses, busy markets. cities, homes, fac- | and that they will bear abundantly enough

tories. churches, school-houses and all the | to satisfy any but the most greedy. Let not

refinements of civilization. Bighteen mil- | the newcomer be afraid ; let him plant with

lions of gold leaves little to those who by
toil produced it. It has always been thus
and always will be so. The money has
moved the crops, built the railroads, culti-
vated the fields, enriched the farmer in
lands which it was alien by birth, but how
little has its potentiality benefited you.

The auspicious time has come to you
when all conditions favor a change in your
vocation, when you can arrest the flow of
the golden stream, and with it fertiliz
these waiting hills and crown them with
choicest fruits of the earth.

These figures are more eloquent than fig-
ures of speech to depict the relative advan-
tages of agricultare over mining, and now,
having, 1 hope, aroused your interest in the
subject of agriculture, I wish to devote
some time to an enumeration of advan-
tages your section o fi
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has determined that your efforts must tend
to the cultivation of fruit rather than of
arain.
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THE CLIMATE

he c¢oast

Is the first consideration. In t
range there are a thousand climates, de-
pendent upon the course of the cool winds
which blow from the ocean, and the shelter
which projecting points or a rising hill
affords. Each section, therefore, has some
fruit in which it excels. In the great val-
leys oppressive heats occur in midsummer,
to be followed by too cool nights, while in
those sections to the south, near the base of
the Sierra, frost is apt to occur late in the
spring and materially decrease the crop.
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SOIL.
Much of the exquisite flavor which char-

{ acterizes the fruit of the foothills is due to
the nature of the soil. It is deficient in the

! elements which produce an excess of wood,
but abounds in mineral substances which
| enter into the composition of fine fruits.
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well on the hiliside, while in the valleys
where both phosphates and humus are
doubtless more abundant, and the soil is
more retentive, other fruits would thrive.
Bxcept as to inferior retentiveness and hu-
mus, this soil is very similar in composi-
tion to that of Vola valley, on which cher-
ries flourish.”

I deem it proper at this point to note

what the professors say as to the defect of

our soil: “It is important to note the
frequent deficiency in phosphates that char-
acterizes the soils of many regions in the
State, and the importance of an adequate
supply of phosphatic fertilizers to the con-
tinued prosperity of such districts. Wher-
ever the growth languishes the use of bone
meal should be very effect i
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A Great Problem.
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Manufactured to Order at the Mills of the
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PLAZA SALOON,
STREET, BETWEEN NINTH AND TENTH
Finest Wines, Liquors

ypposite the Plaza).
Hot Lunch every

and Cigars always on _hand.
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GROCERIES!
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Cor. of Thirteenth and H streets,
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X have not seen their equal.”’—(Tara Towise

P. NANKEN, Proprietor.
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