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The lndupements Held Out to Those in
Search of Homes.

SOME FACTS FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF IMMIGRANTS,

A Land of Fertility, Awaiting

Resources—The Natural Home of the Orange,
the Lemon and Olive—The Garden
Spot of California.

The Recorp-Uxiox presents to-day to
the reading public an extended description
of the counties of Central and Northern
California that lie between the Coast Range
of mountains and the eastern boundary of
the State. These counties embrace that
vast and fertile section of California toward
the settlement ot which the Northern Cali-
fornia Immigration Association has for the
past year directed its energies.

This section is destined to become the
most populous and flourishing in the State. |
It is, therefore, imiportant that prospective |
settlers should have reliable information of
the numerous and unsurpassed natural re-
sources and capabilities of the several coun-
ties embraced therein, to the end that they
may Jocalities whose soil, cli-
mate, transportation facilities, etc., may
suit their individual needs or fancies.

With the object in view of furnishing
the necessary information to intending
settlers, and also to invite attention to the
manifold advantages enjoyed by
countics for agricultural, horticultural and
manufacturing purposes, and for cattle-

select

these

raising, mining and other industries, we
present the following review of the counties
embraced in and tributary to the great
valiey of the Sacramento. In doing so, we
have endeavored to avoid exaggeration,
and to lay before our readers a plain, care- !

“Tallv-eonsidered and accurgte statement of +

the area, character of soil, climate, temper- ;
ature, population, educational facilities, *
resources—developed and undeveloped ; in
fact, all the information that could be ob- |
tained in regard to Central and Northern !
California. !

With the exception of a small portion of
the San Juaguin valley, and some of the
smaller valleys -in the Coast Range and
about the Bay of San Francisco, the sec- |
tion embraced within our review consti- !
tutes the garden of California. Thissection ;
is not only the greatest grain-producing
region in the Union (compared to its area),
but it is rapidly coming to the front as a ;
wine and fruit-producing section, the re-
sources and, possibilities of which are not |
excelled by the most favored countries of |
the world. . ;

The geographical line has been drawn so !
as to embrace that half of the State the
commerce and trade of which are tributary !
to and flow through the mercantile chan-
nels of Sacrmaento. No other city nor ;
locality on the ceast can lay just claim to ;
being the trade center for such an extent of
country—embracing as it does an area
equal to that of several entire States com- i
bined—a land as fair as ever the sun'
shone upon; a land teeming with wealth '
that awaits only strong arms and patient.
natures for its successful and complete de-
velopment. Thousands of square miles, and
millions of acres of land, embraced within
the scope of country to which we refer, are
ready to yield the treasures that reward
dilligent husbandry, and to give to Cali-
fornia a name and fame that will outshine
even the brilliancy of her earlier history.

There will be found within the pages of
this New Year's edition of the Recorp-
Uxiox a number of articles demonstrating
that the soil resources of the northern sec-
tion of California are practically unlimited.
Herctofore it has been known chiefly as a '
gold-producing, cattle-grazing and wheat- |
growing section. It not only takes the
lead in these important industries, but it
has been demonstrated that the vast foot-
hill ranges of the Sacramento valley—both
on the east and west—are the natural
homes of the olive, the orange, the lemon,
the tea-plant, all the chief marketable nuts,
etc., besides endless varieties of ordinary
fruits, berries, garden vegetables, etc. The
people are, in fact, but just awakening to
the realization of the extent and value of
the undeveloped resources of this part of
the State. The first citrus fair of
northern California is to be opened in
this city on the 11th of the present month,
and we hazard little in prophesying that it
will be such an exhibit—notwithstanding
that the date is late—of semi-tropical fruits
as will astonish not only “ the natives,” but
likewise “ the oldest inhabitant.” It will
have the good effeet, no doubt, of inducing
many of our California * farmers " to grow
their own oranges, and lemons, and nuts,
and tea, and a whole host of articles of ne-
cessity and luxury for which they have
been in the bhabit of paying tribute to for-
eign countries. Tdere is hardly a farm in
central California—especially in the foothill
section—on which all, or nearly all, of the
produets mentioned cannot be successfally

own.

SACRAMENTO.

There are few fcounties in the State
wherein the arts “of husbandry are main-
tained in a higher ‘state of perfection than
in Sacramento. This county lies a liitle
north of the geograplical center of the
State, but is the natvral railroad center of
the country north of the San Joaquin val-

. ley. Herarea is 1,020 square miles, and

her population in the neighborhood of 45,-

009. There is very little land in the county
that is not susceptible of cultivation, as-
suming that the tule bottoms bordering on
the river can be reclaimed, and they doubt-
less will be in the course of a few years; for
the soil is the richest and most ue-

. tive of any in the State. These tule beds, *

enriched by the accumulations of decayed
vegetation for perhaps centuries past, are
capable of wonderful results. Several crops
;:ralr‘,)emg;othe vield—whether it be of grain,
vegetables or fruit—is enormous. Scores
ot years of constant cultivation would not
materially affect the yield of these tule
lands, so ¥ast are their resources of fertility.

In the earhlier history of California—that !

is, subsequent to the discovery of gold—
Sacramento was a mining county. All
along her foothill section, and the banks of
the American river and its tributaries, were
placer diggings of great wealth. Sacra-
mento city was for many years sustained
chiefly by her trade with the mines, and in

- the foothiil section of the county werea

number of flonrishing, bustling villages
aupyoﬂed_ by the thousands of miners then
em in washing the gold from the
m focks of the various gulches.
These villages have all long since passed
away. not even the walls of a cabin bei
lefs to mark where some of them shxﬂ
The gold-seekers, ico. are al

| porta:

{ were made

, ascertain what the owners would do toward

! Nye, owning 4,012 acres, will next season
; divide it among nine families (relatives),

' ready to be sold in lots to suit purchasers.

wn upon the land in the same

the Development of Its Vast

claims about Folsom, however, still yield
considerable gold, and the yearly product
amounts to several hundred thousand
dollars. Instead of a mining county Sacra-
mento long ago became the seat of a great
agricultural community. ITer people grow
wheat, barley, oats, hay, fruit, grapes, vege-
tables, hops, etc., in large quantities. Scat-
tered throughout the county are wineries,
hop-kilns, fruit-cagineries, etc.. which give
employment to a large number of men,
women and children. The
NATOMA VINEYARD AND ORCHARD,
Which lies between Sacramento city and
Folsom, is perhaps the largest in the State,
with the exception of the Stanford vine-
vard in Tebama county. When the com-
pany’s present plans shall be completed it
will have a vinevard of seme 4,000 acres.
This property is finely improved, and the
bearing vines yield immensely. During
the season several carloads of fruit and
grapes are shipped daily from the com-
pany’s depot at Alder Creek, on the line of
the Sacramento and Placervilie Railroad.
Ail along the bottom lands of the Amer-
ican river, from the foothills about Folsom
to Sacramento city, are flourishing orchards
and vineyards, which yield handsome re-
tarns to their owners. The rich alluvial
soil bordering on the Sacramento river is
chiefly devoted to fruit and vegetable pro-
duction, for which purposes it is very valu-
able. The formers and orchardists along
the lower Sacramento find ready means of
transportation at their own doors, as small
trading and transportation vessels are con-
stantly plying between these localities and
San Francisco.
GENERAL FARMING.

e river are found grain farms,
prchards and vineyards, and
¢ Of late yvears much of the
ong the rivers has been de-
Iture, for which it is pecu-
. The yield is uniformly
#d, Sacramento hops are pre-
se of most other sections and
@ highest prices in the Eastern
markets. While hop cul-
rtain venture, as regards the
ig profits, still it is an im-
h of industry. Some sea-
p crops are light in the East

and Europ

sons, when

and Europe, gur growers realize immense
profits; and, fas whole or partial failures
a are of not infrequent occurrence,
California grawers are thus often benefited.
Since fifteen @nts per pound will cover the
expense of ralsing hops, some idea can be
formed of th@ profits realized ffom their
P ion when it is stated that from
thirty cents a dollar is sometimes re-
ceived. The latter figure has, however,
been reached but once (some three years

ago), when Beveral Sacramento growers
ealthy from the immense
. The exceptional prices re-
5 in that year induced a large
sons to engage in hop grow-
ly increasing the vield and
down prices at the present

number of p
inz,.thus p

serving to ke

time, the Easern and European crops hav-
ing been prodiictive in the meantime.
INDUCHMENTS TO IMMIGRANTS,
There are $till quite a number of large
ranches in 8acramento county, but the
tendency of the times is toward the divis-
ion of thesef ranches into small farms.
Some months’ ago the Sacramento County

Immigration Association sent an agent out
among the owners of the larger farms, to

segregating their acres in the interest of
immigration. The agent reported that the
amount of land thus available for smaller
purchasers was quite extended, and that it
could be had at reasonable rstes, much of
it ranging from $20 to $30 per acre. Among
the tracts which can thus be purchased, 320
acres at $25 per acre, and 320 at $35 per
acre, are offered by A. Plummer; 480 acres
at $25, by J. Hanlan; several thousand
acres by Dz. Caples; J. F. Davis has about
800 acres, which will be thus sold: G. K.

who will come from the East to occupy it.
J. F. McCauley had 8,000 acres plotted and

Mr. Iler would sell 107 acres. Whittaker,
lay and Miles; of Galt, were considering
the subject as to ‘selling their large tracts
near Galt. N. M. Fay, owner of the Whit-
comb ranch, near Georgetown, consisting
of 4.000 or 5.000 acres, will break it up into
small holdings and dispose of them to any
who desire. The report also contained in-
formation concerning quality and product-
iveness of soil, the products which have
been grown by various parties per acre, and
other facis of value in connection with the
work of the Association.

TOWNS,
The towns scattered throughout the
county are Folsom, Galt, Elk Grove,

Brighton, Antelope, Courtland and Arno. |*

Folsom and Galt have sprightly local jour-
nals—respectively, the Teegraph and Ga-
zetle.
A PLACE OF HOMES.
Sacramento possesses many advantages
that must commend it to persons seeking
pleasant, permanent homes. The city of
Sacramento—which is not only the county
seat, but the Capital of the State—is readily
accessible from all parts of the country.
The river localities have steamer commu-
-nication daily, and railroad or stage lines
traverse the outlying seetions in nearly all
directions. Sacramento city is a place of
about 30,000 inhabitants, and is constantly
extending her area and increasing her
ulation. The cit{ is blessed with an excel-
lent public school system, which embraces
one of the best High Schools in the State,
and has beside several private institutions
i of learning. She is the possessor of the
famous E. B. Crocker Art Gallery, which
embraces a collection of paintings and
works of art that are not excelled by
any privave gallery in America. In
connection with this gallery there has been
established an art school, under manage-
ment of the California Museum Association,*
where persens desirous of pux-sxuin§l art
studies under competent instructors have
facilities at hand equal to those to be ob-
tained in San Francisco. Here. too, are
the State Library, and the free City
i Library, and several society libraries,
! whose™ literary treasures are open to the
. enjoyment of all, without money and with-
out price. Young men or women will find
in Sacramento facilities equal to the best
elsewhere for acquiring a business or com-
‘ mercial training, and the splendid law
. library of the State is at-the service of those
who wish to take up the study of the law.
The great workshops and foundries of the
'Sontggm Pacific Company and combined
. lines are located here, and furnish employ-
ment for several hundred mechanics and
. laborers, mauny of whom are owners of
of their own homes. Indeed, it can be
, said, without idle boast or exaggeration,
that of all communities. in the State, there
{ is none that offers more solid inducements
than Sacramento to heads of families seek-
ing’homes in which to rear and educate
their children. ento is

3 THE ONLY CITY IN THE STATE
" In which the law to prohibit public gam-
ing is enforced ; and here it is rigidly car-
! ried out in obedience to the will of the cit-
izens. This, of itself, is a step toward good
government and morality that parents can-
not consider lightly. Sacramento has, it is
ened with a public debt of
some itude, but it is of such a nature
thatit is_expected it will shortly be com-
promised on such terms as will dispel all
anxiety on that score and cause a reduction
in the tax rate. This city is the natural
commercial center of the great Sacramento

northern counties continue to increase in
population, and their resources are devel-
oped, to that extent must the commercial
Importance and trade of Sacramento be

NTRAL A“D NORTHERN GALIFORNIA ‘ cannot be despoiled. As the central and | at the little mining camp, tmdh the culprit, ‘ perhaps was never
!
D

increased. The business depression that |

prevailed all over the Union during the
past year was least perceptible in Sacra-
mento than in any other part of the coast,
because her business is of a steady, un-
speculative character.

AS A TRADE CENTER,

The location of Sacramento city is such
that it is naturally the point from which a
su]pply business should be carried on for
all the northern and central portions of the
State. It enjoys the advantages of river
transportation to the.heart of the Sacra-
mento valley and to the Bay of San Fran-
cisco. Itis the terminal point for several
lines of railway, which reach out in every
dgirection, and bring the city into direct
communication with the great consuming
sectiens of the State. The merchants of
this city are enabled to fill orders over all
these lines of transport often on the same
day of receipt. The wholesale houses are
all more or less direct importers, and enjoy
equal advantages with San Francisco mer-
chants in the matter of import transporta-
tion charges. The Sacramento market is
100 miles nearer than San Francisco to all
the central and northern section, effecting a
large saving to the purchaser in this mart
in the matter of freights, while the
question of time of shipment is an
equally important factor; for in the ma-
jority of cases the buyer here saves not
only the difference in freights, but several
days of time. Then, again, the merchants
of Sacramento transact business upon a
more cconomic basis. The demand for
apital is very much less—that is to say,
the capital locked up in costly storehouses,
or paid ocut for heavy rentals, is slight com-
pared to like demand upon the San Fran-
cisco merchant. Hence, the Sacramento
merchant Las a larger margin upon which to
operateand he is enabled to give to his cus-
tomers advantages not possible to the dealer
in the metropolis. Nor should it be for-
gotten that the incidental cost of conduct-
ing bnsiness here is less; there is neither
charge for cartage nor for wharfage made
by the jobbers ot Sacramento. The short
distances to the wharves and depots, the
level grades, ete., all inure to the benefit of
the buyer. The business men of this city
are also more familiar than any others with
the needs of the interior, and the great
majority of them are of long standing in
business, and have won the confidence of
interior buyers by a system of broad lib-
erality and fair dealing. There is a natural
friendly relation between the houses of the
citv and of the country. Their interests
are largely in common. and this contributes
largely to the growth of the city trade. The
area of this trade extends as far northward
as the Oregon line and into the eastern
Territories, and as far southward as the Ter-
ritories of New Mexico and Arizona.

In many lines of goods, including agricult-
ural implements and machinery, there is
no business point on the coast where they
can be so safely stored, since the atmos-
phereisuniformly dry, not being that humid
character so peculiar to the coast marts.
So, too, in confections, in fruit-box manu-
facture, carriage and wagon-making, etc.,
the goocds put up or stored here are best-
fitted for the interior trade. In the matter
of liquor storage the city has unsurpassed
advantages, the climatic conditions being
the chief, and making this the most de-
sirable of all points for storage. But we
have no intention of enlarging upon these
topics as the subject warrants, since
they are, as we have said, familiar to the
people of the State and have been so often
presented in these columns.

This is the point neArest to the moun-
tains from which the great Eastern flow of
fruit can be inavgurated with a view to say-
ing time in transport. In the season just
passed there were forwarded from Sacra-
mento no less.than 800 of the 1,025 car-
loads of fruit shipped eastward from Cali-
fornia. All that we have said regarding
the facilities for jobbing in Sacramento ap-
ply also to manufacturing here. The
records of actual business transacted, were
for a number of years kept by this journal,
and annually presented in elaborate reports.
We have seen the wholesale and manufac-
turing trade expand from a total of $10,000,-
000 in 1872, to $48,000,000 in 1885,

From November 1, 1884, to November 1,
1885, there wasshipped from Sacramento
183,484,470 pounds, made up of many
classes of goods. These shipments were
exceeded only by those of San Francisco,
and exceed more than 50,000,000 pounds
the total shipments from any other point
in the State.

TAXABLE WEALTH IN 1885,

Real estate in county (outside city)..
Improvements on same...
Real estate in city.........
Improvements on same.
Mining elaims.

Telegraph lives.,
Mining ditches..
Railroad property
Tons ot heps

Head of cattle...
Head of borses and mules..

10,254

Head of sheep............ 67,921
Acres sown to wheat.. 89,326
Acres sown to barle 24,168
Acres sown to oats, .. 11,9097
Acres sown to corn.. 2,290
Acres in growing vineyard. 6,191
Grapes sold for market (pounds), 5,579,300
Boxes of raisins...... 812

Note.—Most of the grapes raised in Sacra-
mento were shipped to a San Francisco firm for
wine-making, hence the local wine production
was very light—about 1,000,000 gallons.

-

EL DORADO.

No county in the State, possibly no sec-
tion of equal size in the Union, has a his-
tory so full of thrilling interest as that of
El Dorado. It was here that gold was dis-
covered, the news of which spread with
rapidity throughout the civilized world,
and caused the Argonaut to wend his way
across the trackless prairies, over the
rugged mountains, to the golden shores of
the Pacific. 'With an area in extent almost
equal to that of Rhode Isiand, land as
arable as that along the Nile, scenery which
in point of grandeur excels that of sunny
dtaly, and erystal streams with beds of gold,
it is no wonder that the pioneer thought he
had entered the Elysian Fields of the
Utopian country, and in the exuberance of
his joy named the newly-found paradise
“ El Dorado.” The history of ElI Dorado
county, from the discovery of gold by the
lamented Marshall at Coloma, while em-
ployed as a laborer at Sutter’s mill, would
till an immense velume, so rich in point of
interest ; so diversified as to characteristics
of her cosmopolitan people;  so thrilling
with episodes of pionieer life ; so apparently
fabulous as to her yield of golden treasures,
that the greatest work of fiction would
scarcely equal or compare in interest. 1n
less than one year after Marshall's discov-
ery over 40,000 gold-seekers were within
the borders of El Dorado county, and for
several years that followed it was the ban-
ner county of the State. The placer mines,
owing to the great number engaged in that
industry, were worked out at an earlier
date than those of adjoining counties, but
her deep gravel deposits and rich quartz
lodes continue to yield golden treasures,
and from present appearances promise to
do so for ages to come. The western boun-
dary of this county, a few miles east of the
town of Folsom, is 110 miles northeast of
San Francisco and 30 miles east of the Cap-
ital City. Itis bounded on the north by
Placer county, from which it is divided by
the Middle Fork of the American river. Its
eastern boundary is the State of Nevada
and Alpine. county. On the south it is
bounded by Amador county, and on the
west by Sacramento.

ITS COUNTY SEAT.

‘The first county seat was the historic
town of Coloma. Inaiter years Hangtown,
or, as it since has been named, Placerville,
became the county seat, and has since so
remained. Placerville has an altitude of
1,900 feet. is one of the most prosperous,
populous and wealthiest towns of the inte-
rior of the State. At one time, in the pio-
neer days of California, Hangtown was the
metropolis of the State—the home of the
most eminent jurists on the coast, and was
considered the Athens of California. The
eubbonious sobriquet of *“ Hangtown” was
given, as the name would indicate, by a
* neck-tie party” which took place at its
first settlement. In those days life and

were held more sacred than at
present, and he who dared to violate the
great “ unwritten law” was disposed of
after a hearing by a jury of his peers, and
no jail was required to take care of the in-
dividual who was convicted by such a tri-
bunal. A “ miners’ meeting,” as all such
Courts were called, was conducted in a
manner which exhibited a spirit of fairness
and a dispositiontot jnsﬁeem - mh"
rison, our present Courts, s
lay, seem a baur on the god

dess. Early in 1849 such a Court assembled

after a fair and impartial hearing, was, exhibition anvwlere. It was the
hanged from a large limb of a while oak | ail the residents of tlin conntyand t

€ Won-
tree that stood near the present site of the | der and admiration of -trangers. Fruit-
Plaza. Hence its pame. It can be! growing in the foothiils of El Dorado is a
said truthfolly of the early scitlers bnsiness that it seems imj ossible to overdo,

that, notwithstanding they were in u' especis
measure adventurers whose only aim : speefaity, as there praily is no limit to the
was the acquisition of gold, still a lurge | demand for it, either in a green, dried or
majority of thera were young men fresh | preserved state. Tl roggedness of some
from school, of respectable families, men i of tihe eountry in the w rtion of the
of honor and 1ntellect, and not a few of | fruit beit, and where also all kinds of cere-
them became, in after years, leaders iu the { ais and root crops are grown with great
body politic, not only of the State but of | profit, inast ivok quite uminviting to a man
the nation. It was in El Dorado county | just from the Western prairies, but there is
where the famous Joaquin Murietta and | very little of it that cannot be made more
his band of outlaws committed the major | productive, acre for acre, than any land is
portion of their memorable and murderous | the States of Illinois or Iowa, and can be
outrages, a truthful statement of which | converted into pleasant, profitable and
would read like the veriest fiction. Placer- | beautiful homes by the industrions agricult-
ville is situated in latitude 38° 43’ north and | urist." 5
longitude 120° 47’ west. It occupies a long
narrow ravine, through which flows Hang-
town Creek, between two ranges of hills
that rise on either side of the city several
hundred feet. A view of this town with
its long winding main street, from any of
the adjacent hilltops is picturesque in'the
extreme. The main portion of the town,
which is divided into what is called upper
and lower Placerville, is upwards of two
and one half miles in length. The busi-
ness portion contains many handsome fire-
proof brick blocks, and the residence por-
tion contains many handsome residences,
surrounded with beautiful lawns, grown to
fruit, flowers and shade trees, that here
thrive in luxuriance.. Its church edifices,
four in number, are fine structures that
will compare favorably in size, stability,
architectural beauty with any city in the
State oufside of San Francisco.” Her schools,
both public and private, are the pride of her
citizens, and some of the private semina-
ries have a State reputation, ~nd have
pupils from all over the coast, attracted
thither on account of their superiority as
institutions of learning, as well as the
salubrity and healthfulness of her climate.
The wholesale gstablishments are not sur-
passed by those of any interior town of the
State. Placerville boasts of three weekly
papers, the Mowniain Demoerat, one of
the oldest journals on the coast—the
El Dorado Republican and the Observer.
These papers are all couducted by voung
journalists of ability, who know and un-
derstand the requirements of their section,
and to their efforts is largely due the pres-
ent prosperity of the county. The popu-
lation of Placervile is about 3,000, and the
people, as a class, are industrious, thrifty
and, as a general thing, well to do.
GEORGETOWN.,

The next town in size and importance is
Georgetown, sixteen miles north of the
county-seat. It is situated on the summit
of the range of hills that act as the water-
shed between the Middle and South Ferks
of the American river. In fact, the caves
of the houses on the west side of the main
street in several instances are directly upon
the summit of the water-shed, the rain
falling upen one side flowing south, the
other north. The town is regularly laid out
in blocks, has wide, well-shaded streets, an
excellent system of water-works, good
churches and school building, a commodi-
ous brick town-hall and theater, and a pop-
ulation of intelligent and prosperous peo-
ple. Itisthe center of trade for a large
area of excellent farming country; her
mines—placer, quartz and gravel—are pros-
ecuted with great profit, and her lumbering
interests are inexhaustible. The altitude of
Georgetown is 2,700 feet, and the popula-
tion about 1,000 The tewn also has an
excellent paper. the Georgetown Gazette,
which is issued every Friday by H. W.
Hulbert. Greenwood, Coloma, El Dorado,
Grizzly Flat, Latrobe and Shingie Springs
are all towns of considerable size, and each
is a trade center of a considerable section of
country.

iy where ghofee fraits are made a

MINING,

In the vicinity of Placerville and George-
town mining is still an important industry,
and annually hundreds of theusands of
dollars are taken from quartz, drift, gravel
and seam mines. Placer mining and min-
ing by the hydraulic process are imddystries
of the past, and the waters of the principal
ereeks, canyons and ravines, once ranning
witl' polluted waters, are again returning
to their crystalline purity, and a few years
hence all the evil resunlting from that class
of mining will be obliterated.

ADVANTAGES.

Undoubtedly this is one of the most in-
viting fields for the industrious, frugal em-
igrant. with moderate means, to be foand
on the Pacific coast, and many have within
the past year located there. ~Land is vet
cheap, though annually increasingin price,
and there is much that may yet be secured
)y pre-emption and homestead ; the cli-
mate is healthy, and a home in this county
is as desirable as in the most favored land
on earth. Partly improved lands, in local-
ities easy of access and near a public school,
can be procured for from $6 to $12 per aere,
and unimproved lands range from $1 25 to
$5 por acre.

RAILROADS.

The Sacramento and Placerville Railroad
now runs to Shingle Springs—a point ten
miles west of Placerville—and will be cou-
tinued to Placerville and the lumbering
belt of timber at no distant day. A narrow-
gauge road is talked of from Rocklin over
the Georgetown divide into the sugar-pine
belt, which will open up an excellent fruit
and grain belt, making shipping facilities
cheap and much more complete than at
present. During the mining days, when
the population was dense and money
plenty, elegant school-houses were built in
every district in the county, and in that re-
spect El Dorado will compare favorably
with any county in the State. Placerville
and Georgetown both have graded schools,
under the supervision of an able corps of
experienced educators,

DIVERSIFIED PRODUCTS,

r

Among the products of this county are
lime, marbie, copper and iron. The lime
quarries are the most valuable in the State,
and have been successfully and profitably
worked since 1853. They are located in
what is known as Cave Valley, on the
Georgetown divide, and are of unlimited
extent. The building of the narrow-gauge
road spoken of would make these quarries
worth hundreds of thousands of dollars.
The marble quarries are at Inclian Diggings,
in the northeastern portion of the county.
Marble from these work into beautiful
monuments, and finish with a polish and
beauty equal to the finest Italian. They,
however, are too distant from rail commu-
njcation at present to be worked with much
profit. The slate quarries near Placerville
are the finest in the State, and some day
will be worked at great profit.

TAXABLE WEALTH IN 1885,
Real estate and improvements
Personal property...
Head of cattle....
Head of goats.
Head of hogs
Head of horses and mules.

.. §3,044,19
$943,470
11,

CLIMATE AND SOIL.
No county in the State presents a greater
diversity in soil, climate and productions
than El Dorado. In less than a day's

travel you can go from the orange and per- | Head of sheep...... 20,000
simmon groves, which grow luxuriantin its | Acres in wheat.. 6,060
southern, western and middle portions, to QC’TS i‘“ ba{;t‘) ,:m‘!
the snow that enwraps the summits of the Aﬁii i:‘, (:f}m',s_"'“ }fl‘;{’
Sierras with its eternal covering of white. | Gallons of wine made. 103310
The altitude of the county ranges all the | Boxes of raisins made..... 590
way from 500 feet to 12,000. The * foot- ]| Grapes sold for market (pound 1,942,410

et b

PLACER.

hill belt,” which extends from a point ten
miles east of Placerville to the western
boundary of the county, comprises an area
of about 30 by 40 miles,and in itis embraced
nearly all of the best agricultural lands.
Fruit trees and vineyards flourish and all the
cereals yvield abundant harvests.

The fruit interest of the county is ::: the
lead, has proven to be the most proiitable,
and makes the largest returns for ile Jeast
outlay. Peaches, prunes, apricots, plums,
pears, apples, berries of all kinds and grapes
mature to perivetion and have a delicacy
of flavor that is not eqnaled anywhere,
save in the neighborhcod of Neweastle,
Placer county, which has the same charac-
ter of soil and climate. Apples and pears
thrive in their greatest per.ection on the
Georgetown divide, even at an altitude of
3,500 feet.

Adjoining Sacramento on the north is
Placer county, than which no other section
of the State has a future more full of prom-
ise. Placer was one of the leading mining
counties in early days, and is still a pro-
ducer of no inconsiderable portion of the
annual gold yield of the State, her average
vearly product being about £700.000.
As in other mining countics, the placer
diggings do not now cut a important
figure in mining operations, the vield com-
ing from the quartz, hydraulic and drift
mines. The area of Placer county is 1,429
square miles, or 915,000 acres. The north-
ern and eastern portions of the conniy em-
brace the higher ranges of the Sierra Ne-
vada, with the grandest scen in the
world, includinzg the most wonderful and
picturesque Alpine lakss to be found any-
where. _Atap altitude of some 8000 feer,
in thevery heart of the r ound sum-
mits of thie Sierra Nevada chain lies the
beautiful Lake Tahes, whose crystalline
waters line the shores 1 insinense basin
surrounded by towering peuks crowned
with eternal mantles of snow, and whose
grand forests of pine. fir, spruce and tama-
rack are the admiration of the thousands of
tourists, pleasure-seekers and invalids that
annually visit there. This section of the
county abounds in smaller lakes and the
grandest of mountain streams, whose waters
teem with trout, while the forests round
about are filled with deer, grouse and other
wild game that attracts hundreds of ama-
teur sportsmen, and—sad to relate—the
insatiate and mercerary hide-hunters.

Scattered throughout this section of the
country—both along the line of the Central
Pacific Railroad and in the more remote
parts that are reached by weazon roads—are
numerous quiet resorts that are well pat-
ronized during the summer months.
Among these are Blue Canyon, Alta, Duatch
Flat, Cisco, Summit Valley, Tahoe, Soda
Springs, Silver Creek, lake Valley and
scores of other delightful places. In the
cool, delightful and health-giving climate
of this piny and balsamic region the tired
thousands of the valleys and cities find
health, rest and recreation after long
months of close attention to business. The
never-ceasing, soft murmurings of the
towering pines, the cooling breezes, the
roar of cataracts, the music of the brocks
and the grand and beautiful scenery that
delights the eye on every hand, are the at-
tractions that Nature offers as a relief to
men and women whose devotion to the
demands of business and domestic affairs
threatens to sap the fountains of life-giving
nutriment.

PRACTICAL INDUSTRIES OF PLACER.

Bat the future of Placer does not depend
alone upon her bLeautiful scenery nor her
health-promoting climate. It is one of the
coming horticultural counties of the State.
All that portion of the county lying be-
tween the Sacramento: valley proper and
the snow belt—which is~at an altitude of
some 3,000 feet—and which comprises
what is known as the foothill section, is
rapidly comingz under cultivation. The
lumber and mining industries are fast re-
ceding before the onward march of agri-
culture. Throughout the fuothill section
land can be had for from $10 to 320 per
acre that needs only to be cleared of the
light growth of timber and brush to make
it valuable for vineyard and orchard pur-
poses.  And then, too, the soil of these
2nlls and slopes is of a character peculiarly
suited to these industries, as has been
abundantly proven.

THE COLFAX FRUIT BELT,

So called, extends from Clipper Gap, on the
Central Pacific Railroad, to and even above
Colfax, to an altitude of 2800 feet. And
while undoubtedly the same character or
features of soil and lands extend to an in-
definite extent both east and west from the
railroad line, vet the improvements in
fruit-culture are as yet confined to or with-
in the area of lands bounded on the east by
the North Fork of the American river and
the west bank of Bear river. The peculiar

o : his belt, which it is claimed

“u o fruit-growing, is
of slatestone formatiot

TIMBER
East of this agricultural belt, extending
the entire length of the county, north and
south, and to its eastern boundary, are
some of the finest timber lands upon the
coast. On the Georgetown divide, which
lies between the South and Middie Forks of
the American river, these forests, many
miles in“€xtent, stand in their original
primeval pride, having never heard the
sound of the woodman’s ax. Here are
found majestic pine, 300 feet high and 12
feet in diameter, standing as thick upon the
ground as trees in an orange grove. The
entire county is well timbered, the lower
foothiils with both white and black oak,
and a little further up with oak, vellow and
white pine. The whole country is liberally
and well supplied with living springs,
while the hundreds of ravines and canyons
that head in the Sierras, are constantly fed
by the melting snows. In no portion of
the county is there lack of water or fuel, us
both can be found in great abundance on

every hand.
SOLL

LANDS,

POSSIBILITIES,

Most of the land in the westein portion
is rolling, yet thousands of acres may be
found in bodies as level as the plains on’
the Platte, and these lands for hay, grain
or fruit, are unsurpassed by any uplands
of any State in the Union. In this section
floods are never known, cyclones never
heard of, earthquakes never experienced,
and a failure of crops something that Las
never been chronicled by the honest his-
torian. No matter what the season, with
proper care in preparing the soil, seeding
andscultivation, a good crop is sure to fol-
low. This, to a great extent. is owing to
the fact that the system of irnigating canals
in this county. which cost the early miners
millions of dollars, is the most complete in
the State, and with irrigation the soil can
be made to produce crops and growths as-
tonishing to behold. Those canals, since
the decadence of placer mining, have
fallen into the hands of the sturdy agri-
culturist, and now each farm has its own
water right. Farming in El Dorado county
is still in its infancy, and there is a home
demand for most of the products, save
cheese, fruit, wool and wine. There is
now a steady increase in her farm products
from year to year. and a certainty that in
the near future a large surplus will be
credited {0 her enterprising farmers.

THE DAIRY INTERESTS.

The dairy interest is a large one, and, in
the main, very profitable. Those engaged
in this business are possessed of two
ranges—one in the lower foothills, for win-
ter use, and another upon the Sier1as, at an
altitude of from 6,000 to 2000 feet, where
stock i3 driven after "the feed dries up in
the spring on the lower range. The sum-
mer ranges are usually covered with snow
until April and May. and when this dis-
appears the most luxuriant grasses and
flowersspring forth and keep green through-
out the summer. It is at the summerrange
where the butter and cheese for which
this county is justly famous is made. With
judicious management and the growing of
an alfalfa field, small dairies in the foot-
hills are operated with great profit without
removing the stock toasummer range.
Those who are engaged in dairying in El
Dorado county say that it can be carried on

ith less expenseand greater profit than in

FRUIT AND WINE. -

middle section of the county, say
the snow-line :

seems be

erlying bed-rock
of a light-brown
broken up and

d as a heavy rain-
e fruit cultur-
raise all

| tracks,

excelled by a similar!and therefore bearing transportation to
ride of Eastern markets much better than irrigated

i fruits. Improvements are going on very
i rapidly in this region, most largely thus far
lin setting out grap.vines for both wine-
- making and for shipment to Eastern mar-
i kets for table use. Not far from 250 acres
; of vines were set out in this vicinity dur-
ing the season of 1835, and of fruif trees
{ abont 100 acres, the Bartlett pear largely
! predominating; but some have planted
i both prunes and cherries. One man has
planted 600 peach trees. and lost but three
even during the very dry and unfavorable
season jast past, and all kinds of fruit and
vines have attained a very large and ¥iges-
ous growth. These improvements have
made ap actual addition in resident settlers
of twenty-five, ghile about a like number
have beeoine purchasers and hawve eom-
menced clearing land for cultivation. At
the present fime about 400 acres have been
cleared for setting to vines and trees duving

more added to the taxable wealth of the
coundy.
AUBYEN AND VICINITY.

Auburn, the eounty-seat of lacer, is in
many respects anm interesting town. It is
situated on the main line of the railroad,
within casy distance of Sacramento. The
aititude is 1,363 feet—just high enough to
escape the lieat of the valley, and low
enough to be free from the frosts of the-
bigher altitudes. During the twelve
months preceding November, 1885, the
lowest temperature in Auburn wes 23°
the highest was 103% the mean tempera-
ture for the year was 53.60°. This equable
temperature makes it possible to produce
almost all the fruits that are grown in any
part of the State. In many of the yards
and gardens can be seen at least one or
two orange trees loaded with fruit: and
even the lemon has in some cases been
caltivated with suceess. From many ex-
periments aiready made, it is believed
that his loeality s specially adapted to
olivgegrowing. There i3 one large olive
orchard already in bearing, another of sev-
eral thundred four-year-old trees, and at
leas§ 3,000 more olive trees will be.pianted
the goming season. The planis have alzo
been successfully cultivated, and the people
aregnst waking up to the possibilities of
their resources.

The delichtful climate of
alsg secured for it a good
health resort for l§x
brapchial or pulmonary diseal
town has seven good hotels, whic
a lurge share of their patrona
Lieaith-seckers, and the confidene
particular place of the physicians wh¥end
thgir patients here has in most instances
been justified by the benefits received.

Ia two respects the town of Auburn is
petuliar.  Although it contains nearly
2,000 inhabitants, there are as yet no nishu-
fagturing industries within or near it /=2/4d,
while all the peeple are well-to-do#nd
pasperous, there are none who can be
called wealthy. In this latter respect, at
lenst, there is the anemaly of a town of
2,000 people without the usual rural mag-
nate who rules the village roast by virtue
of his affluer e. There are three churches
—Catholic, " " *hodist and Congregational.
There is a .odel public school in which
three teachers are engaged, and a private
normal school, which offers superior ad-
yantages and which has been fairly suc-
essftﬁ. :
¢ Auburn haslong depended for the greater
part of its business on being a dislri’i)uting
point of supplies for the Forest Hill and
iowa Hill divides, and on the fact that it is
the county seat... Its growth has therefore
been slow, but a new condition of thinss-
is now in progress. The hillsides for

miles around are being cleared
of the brush and timber, and

lanted to trees and vines. Its future
importance as a frait- shipping depot is al-
ready conceded, and one firm has been con-
ducting that business at a good profit dur-
ing the season just closed. The soil is the
best of what is known as the * red soil of
the foothills;” the climate, as indicated
above, is unsurpassed, and the average
rainfall is sufficient to grow most varieties
of fruit without any irrigation. Since last
June the rainfall to date was 15.27 inches.
Where artificial irrigation is necessary, the
Bear river ditch affords an abundance of
water.

Even if it is not fanciful, it may be look-
ing a good way into the future to predict
that some day Auburn will be noted for its
great number of handsome country resi-
dences, which will be built by people who
wish to live in leisurely retirement, or by
wealthy business men of Sacramento, and
even San Francisco. People like to go to
the foothills duYing the summer months,
and there is no place on the line of the
railroad within reach of those cities that
affords more choice building sites than Au-
burn.

NEWCASTLE.

Four miles below Auburn is the little
town of Newcastle, which only a few vears
ago had no business interests and consisted
of only about a score of houses. It is now
rapidly coming to the front as one of the
most important places 1n Placer county,
owing to the large frait interests of which
it is the center. There are four large ship-
ping houses arid another in course of build-
ing. During the season just closed there
were shipped from Newcastle 5,355,393
pounds of green fruit. This large quantity
is at least a tenth part of the estimated
number of pounds shipped from the entire
State, which is a fact not generally appre-
ciated by the public, nor even by the fruit-
| growers in other sections.

At Auburn the geological formation is
slate. Newcastle is situated on the granite
belt, and is some 300 feet lower than Au-
burn, so that fruit ripens from three to
seven days easlier about Newecastle than it
does at the county seat. In fact there are
four varieties of fruit—cherries, strawber-
ries. 1aspberries and plums—which ripened
at Newcastle last season earlier than in any
other place in California. With these ad-
vantages of early fruit, and being at least a
few hours nearer the Eastern market than
any other place, Newcastle will undoubt-
edly become one of the most important
fruit centers in the State.

LOOMIS AND VICINITY.

Twenty-five miles from Satramento and
twelve miles from Auburn is a station on
the Central Pacific railroad, ealled Loomis
(formerly Pino). Up to the winter of 1881-
82 the land contiguous had been devoted
principally to hay farming and stock rais-
ing. Near by were two vineyards of pro-
ductive capacity, but their owners had
made little effori to bring the country into
notice. - In the spring of 1882 I3. W. Maslin,
of Sacramento, bought a piece of land from
the railroad company, near the station, and
proceeded to test the question of planting a
vineyard without irrigation. He cleared
the land of chaparral and oaks, and planted
six acres of wild California vines, as resist-
ant stock. Contrary to predictions made,
the vines flourished, and in 1881 were
grafted with Zinfandels. Other purchases
were- made soon after of adjoining tracts,
notably by W. G. Williams, Mrs. Almira
Merwin, George Martine, Mr. Coppin. J. F.
Hill and J. R. Johnston, of Sacramento: J.
J. Morrison, J. Morrison, Andrew Ryder,
Mr. Snyder and Mr. Treneal, of San Fran-
cisco. The new plantations which followed
the advent of the new comers show marv-
elous growth, and the success of Loomis
as a fruit-growing section is already as-
sured. The eflect of non-irrigation apon
fruit was manifested at the last State Fair.
Messrs. Morrison and Maslin made an ex-
hibit of grapes, apples and other fruits, and
also of vegetables grown by them and by
their neighbors, and which formed a part
of the Placer county exhibit. These dis-
plays contributed toward winning the
awarded prize of 3200 to that county. At
the close of the fair the fruit was in perfect
condition, and was removed by them to
the Mechanics' Fair at San Franecisco, and
there exhibited as the production of Loomis.
grown without irrigation, and was awarded
a prize of a silver medal and framed
diploma.

The hills are of gentle slope (10° to 15°),
and do not wash in winter. Not many
springs abound, but soft water of a tem-
perature of 60° in the hottest days of sum-
mer; is found at varying depths of from 15
to 25 feet. In the winter the water is nearer
the sarface. The climate is about the same
in degree of heat and celd as Sacramento
city, while the nights, both-winter and
summer, are most agreeable. The elevation
(402 feet above the sea) practicall,y ev.enl;})ts
the country from the winter fogs. The
ridge between Antelope creek and Seeret
ravine may be said to be within the ther-
mal belt, and ically exempt from
frost. On the night of April 194, 1884 when
nearly the whole State was visited by * the
great frost,” this section passed unscathed.

Tnnsgbﬁon facilities are unsurpassed
in the te, Loomis enjoying, with every
other station in Placer eounty, severul side

where the shipper may load at his
leisure. The train hours are faverable to

the ecming season, and some 3200084 or |

1 A. M. for Sacramento,
and 9 p. M.

cast, running in places to dark gray ;
a depth of from three to six feet, resting on
rotien granite, which is penetrable by a
pick, a3 has been demonstraied, as deep as
twenty feet. Although the analysis indi-
cates slight retentiveness of moisture, ex-
periment fms shown that iv  Awgust, 1885,
the most srid year yet experienced, the
moisture way well reteined and on culti-
‘ated land wes withis three or four inches
of the surface, and vineyards and trees set
out in the spriser shovesd no less growth
than those planted the previous spring.

Analyses of thie poorest k#ll soil near Loo-
mis, selectugggn account of its low 1ype, s
that there sliould be no dsappointrend

shows it befrs a remarkabde similarity 220
the bench Jand soil near Vacaviile. These
amalyses were made by Professor Hilzard.

of the University. Upon the “bench land”

were growing apricots and eierries. and

the Professor—writing upon the soil of
Loomyis—states * that she analysis points

L to its adaptation to the prediction of granes
Lof which quality, rather than

gre
\ i fuantity,
would form the chief resommendation.

. The iz, olive, and probabiy the cherry,
woulst do well on the hillside, while in the
'valleys, where both phosphates andshumus

r

iare-more abundant, and the- soil is more

retentive, other froits would thrive, Except
asto-inferior retentiveness and humus sup-
ply, this s0il is very similar in composition
to Vaea walley, on which cherries fiowrish
The following are the analyses :

Loomis—Insoluble matter, 78.042-
ble silica, &253 ; potash, .633: S8 -
lime, .758; magnesia, 1.280 : br. ox. manea
nese, 087; peroxide iron, 2.20Y: alunrina
(clay), 6.816G; phosphoric acid, .0G81; sal-
phuric acid, .018; water and organic mat-
ter, 2.598. Vaca valley—Insoluble matter,

soln-

SO

G8.76:; soluble silica, 12.15; potash, .74 ;
soda, .12; lime. .58 ; magnesia, 1.07; br. ox.
“manganese,  .05; peroxide iron, 6.01;

alumina (clay), 6.23; phosphoric acid, .0
sulphurie acid. .02 ; water gnd organic mat-
ter, 4.23. i
Thus it will be seen that while the soil
about Loomis is only slightly inferior to
Vaca valley soil, it exceeds it in lime and
clay and phosphoric acig, and is only in-
ferior in 1ron. In all the deeds made to
town lots in Loomis a restrictive clause is
inserted prohibiting the ritail of spirituous
liquor, though this restrietion will not ap-
ply when a good hotel is grected.
In the past year the transportation of
freight from Loomis by rail was as follows:
Received, 1,76£000 pounds; forwarded,
3,330.340 pounds. This is an excellent
showing when we reflect that three vears
ago the business of the' station was com-
paratively insignificant.! = East of the sta-
tion, between two and three miles,
section Jargely devoted to fruit-raisin
products of which are 'shipped to Penryn
and Newcastle, owing t€ business relatior
formed before Loomis &forded the faciliti
it does now for receiving fruit. In tk
above locality is inclnded the Orange Ving-
yard property of E. L. Hawk, {
ROCKLIN & NP PENRYN.
These towns, both of which are on t
line of the railroad, and bztween Neweas
and Roseville, have been known chiefly
the leading graniteroducing sectio
For many years exténsive quarries h:
been worked in the vitinity of these pla
but now the latter are coming forward
the centers of fruit-crowing distri
Orchards and vineyards have been set
in the vicinity of these towns, and
meeting with the sanle success that has gt-
tended similar ventures in other partstaf
the county. In the course of time these
localities will be included in tbe fruit

R e

2
e

as

grape-growing district of Placer county,
as Penryn already is, being betw@en

Loomis and Newecastle,

The citizens of Rocklin recently
evidence of their public spirit by erec
a handsome and commodious school-h
at a cost of $5,000.

TAXABLE WEALTH IN 1885,

Real estate and improvements
Personal property
Head of cattle..
Head of goats.
Head of hogs..
Head of horse:
Head of mules
Head of sheep...
Acres in wheat..
Acres in barley
Acres in oats...
Value of water ditches..
Miles of water ditche
Acres 1n vines...........
Gallons of wine made.

AMADOR.

Amador county adjoins Sacramento on
the southeast, and belongs exclusively to
the foothill section. She has an area of
737 square miles, or 420,000 acres, and is
bounded on the north by El Dorado, south
by Calaveras, east by Alpine, and west by
San Joaquin and Sacramento. Amador
was always one of the wealthiest mining
counties in the State, and to-day stands
third in the list of gold-producing counties,
her average annual yield at present being
about $1.500,000. Her gold product now
comes wholly from the guartz mines, the
placers having been exhausted many years
ago, since which time agricnlture and hor-
ticuitare have ceme to the front as leading
industries.
OTHER RESOURCES.
Amador possesses a variely of resources,
the development of which should attract a
large population. Among others she has
an ahnost inexhaustible timber supply,
which needs but convenient railroad trans-
portation to make it a source of vast wealth
to the county. There are great forests of
pine and oak as yet untouched by the
woodsman—indeed, untrod, except by the
drover or hunter. The western portion of
the county is splendidly adapted to farming
and fruit growing, and great advancement
has been made 1n these industries of late
vears. Wheat, barley, oats, rye and corn
vield abundantly, and the fertile bottom
lands adjoining the Cosumnes and Mokel-
umne rivers produce large crops of vegeta-
bles. Irrigation is not required for grape
raising in the foothills, which accounts for
the superior quality of the grapes and wine
that come from Amador.
CLIMATE, TOWNS, ETC.

In point of climate, Amador ranks sec-
ond to no county in the State. The alti-
tude varies from 300 to 8,000 feet, which
affords opportunities for persons of various
constitutions to select the altitudes best
suited to them. The county seat of Ama-
dor is Jackson, one of the oldest settle-
ments in the county, and has a population
at this time of about 1,500. Like other
former mining communities, the present
population of Jackson is less than it was
twenty-five years ago, bat it is of a more
settled’ and permanent character. The
same may be said of Volcano, Sutter Creek,
Amador City, Plymouth, Ione, Drytown
and other towns in that county. The pres-
ent output of gold comes from a few rich
guartz mines, and mining is by no means
general. The Amador Branch Railroad
<onnects at lone with the Southern Pacific
trunk line at the town of Galt, thus afford-
ing convenient and rapid means of coni-
mynication between Amador and Sacra-
mento or Stockton.

FUTURE PROSPECTS.

Unlike the older-settled farming com-
munities in the valley, Amador county of-
fers excellent inducements to new-comers
in search of a healthful, produetive locality
in which to establish themselves in perma-
nent homes. The foothills, as before stated.,
are splendidly adapted for small farms,
orchards, vineyards, ete., and land can be
had there at very moderate prices. In the
western portion of the county, about Ione,
the fact has already been demonssrated that
raisin cultare is profitable, as well as wine-
making ; and there is practically no limit
to the market requirements for these com-
modities. Already the merchants of the
Eastern States are beginning to rely on the
raisin product of the Pacific coast, instead
of the foreign article, and it is only a ques-
tion of a very few years when Calitornia
will be expected to supply not only the
United States, but
raisins. Asm‘ one of
mining operations i
is traversed by inn
water-ditcl}es, _whic
necessary for irriga
ditches te so
and are sapplied fro
The connty is alsost
matter of w;ter-po
rposes, and same
gfncommeree will be
Thers are three
blished in the gount) he Amador
er, the Times afl the Dispateh, all of
which appear to be §eil i

is & pretty sure evid
of the people.

the residents, the cars leaving at 8 and 9:20 '
and returning at 2 r Real estate and improvements

The soil is granitic, of a light reddish !
is of

L staall
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TAXABLE WEALTH IN 1885,

j Head of cattle.. o
Head of gowts.. 3,279
Head of hogs.............. 5,621
Head of horses and mules 2,328
Head of sheep............. 12,850
Tons of hops......... 1 ,'000
Aeres sown to whest 4,000
Acres sown to barley 11,600
AcCres sown to corn... 550
Acres planted in vines... 615
Galloms of wine made....... 125,000
Graperseld for market (poands 475,000
YOLO.

Lymg sorth of Solanc, west of Sacra-
mento, eas? of Napa and Lake, and scuth
of Colusa, is the county of Yolo: As
early as 1842 Captain William' Gordon seb-
thed in the visioity of Cache eveek, and a
‘few years later began to farm there on a
scale.  After the gold discovery
Sreught so mawy pioneers to the'State the
valuable farming Jands in Yol were
rapdly taken up, and as Years passed on

gounty develoned into one of tha lead-
ing’ grain-prodacing dissricts of the State.

FRUIT, RATEN-2I4 K ING, ETC.
Ti# soil is a rich alluvial, and—notwith-
standiag the persistency with which yearly

crops Bave been raieed thereon—it has
rarely failed to pmdaee fairly, even
in t d¢ most uhrtoward Seasons.
Of lute: years attention has
been given  to growing and
raisin-making, in both which branches

of indust:ry Yolo conuty liny made wonder-
ful advansement. In the wicinity of Wood-
land, Davisville and Wintwrs the soil has
proved to be best snited tthe production
of raisin grapes and the larger fruits, and
in these localities extensive erchards and
vineyards have sprung up: 2 was claimed,
some four yoars ago, that the 1d of rai-
sins by the Briges vinevard of 500 acres,
near Davisviile, brought net less than
$100,000. In the same vicinity are the ex-
tensive orchard and vineyard of the Oak

Shade Frait Compay, which eover 350 acres
and contain 22512 trees and* 764 vines.
Of the fruit trees 11,126 are pear, 5,200
almond, 1,423 apricot, 2,7 iam, 1,502

peach, 383 nectarine, 98 black ut, and
26 cherry. These ure now bearing trees,
while a number of younger trees have heen
added of late. This famous orchard is the
property of a company composed of eciti-
zens of San Francisco, Sacramento and
Yolo. Like Solano, land in the Yolo
orchard and vineyard distriet: has reached
a very high valuation, ra ¢ all the way
from £50 to $75 for wheat land. to $300 for
choice orchard or vineyard Such
high prices are of course move or less a
bar to settlement by persons of onlinary or
small means, but to avirg capital
for investment in pre armi

wrming prep-
erty, Yolo county offers ¢ ut opportu-
nities.

land,

those |
= .

GEHAR ANDUSTRIES,
In some parts of the county irrigation is
resorted to to a limited extent, and the
owners of water privileges find their in-
vestments profitable. Alfalfi is said to he
a very productive crop, and one that yields
handsome returns. Stock-raisin
dairying are also carried ongs
ble extent, but are being
upon by agriculture
Yolo county, like Sag
extent of tule, or m
the course of time wil
elaimed and cultivated.

PRINCIPAL TOWNS,

The people of Yolo are, asa r
to-do, intelligent and progressiv
county seat, Woodland, is a
city, with a population of between 2,500
and 3,000. It has direct raifroad commu-
nication with the California Pacific branch
of the Southern Pacific, which traverses
Yolo and Solano counties from Sacramento
to Benicia. Woodland is a well-built
town, and has many really imposing
buildings. It also boasts of two well-con-
ducted daily newspapers, rivaling in size
even the metropolitan dailies. The other
towns in Yolo are Knight's Landing, Mad-
ison, Winters and others. The last named
is the present terminus of the Vacaville
and Clear Lake Railroad.

TAXABLE WEALTH IN 1885,

Real estate and improvements....
Head of cattle........
Tons of hops.....
Aecres in wﬁeen.t.
Acres in barley.
Number of hogs.......
Number ot horses and mules.
Number 0f 8heepP.....rseessuene
Acres in vines.....
Gallons of wine made.
Boxes of raisins.......

ne
ustlix, young

SOLANO.

Solano is one of the richest agricultural
counties in the State. It lies just north of
the Straits of Carquinez and Suisun Bay,
and is bordered on the east, west and north
by Yolo, Sacramento and Napa counties.
Solano embraces some 700,000 acres, of
which about one-seventh are salt marsh, or
tide lands. Like Napa, Sonoma and others
of the Coast Range counties, her agri-
cultural yield is less affected by drought
than some of the more interior counties ;
hence there are few crop failures there.
PRINCIPAL TOWNS.

The county contaius a number of thriv-
ing towns,  including Benicia, Vallejo,
IFairfield (the county-seat). Suisun, Elmira,
Vacaville, Batavia, Dixon. Collinsville and
Bridgepori. All of these towns are either
on the line of some railroad or at tide-
water. Benicia—which was once the cap-
ital of the State—is a picturesque village on
the slope overlooking Carquinez Straits
and San Pablo It has always been
noted for its coileges and seminaries of
learning, and of late years hias become the
home of several manufucturing enterprises.
Vallejo is about five miles distant, and
owes its imporiance and trade chiefly to
the fact that it is in close proximity to the
Government Navy-vard on Mare Island.
Dixon, which lies near the northeastern
boundary of the county, is a prosperous,
growing community, situated in the center
of arich farming section.

A GREAT FRUIT SECTION.

The Vacaville section, near the northern
line of the county, has of late vears devel-
oped a wonderful fruit-growing capacity,
several orchards in that vicinlty vielding
their owners great profits yearly, One im-
portant point in favor of the Vacaville see-
tion is that its {ruits, especially cherries, are
among the first to reach market, thereby
commanding high prices. The western
portion of the county takes in a large extent
of foothill land, some of which is suscepti-
ble of high cultivation, while the higher
and rougher bills are devoted to grazing
and sheep-raising.

The Wolfskill orehard, at the foot of the
Coast Range, in the northwestern part of
the county. is one of the oldest and most
noted in the State. It was a venture made
when fruit-growing was in its infancy in
this State, but proved to bea protfitable one.
For many years Wolfskill was the first to
supply the markets with fruit each season,
and almost at his own prices. Latterly the
Wolfskill orchard bhas had miany competi-
tors for the early-season trade from the
same locality.

RARLROAD FACILITIES.

Solano enjoys a great advantage over

many of the interior counties, beeause of

her unequaled transportation facilities.
[avire a large water front, with wharfage
facilities at Benicia, Vallejo, Collinsville

and Suisun, her producers bave the benefit
of lively competition in the casrying trade,
and can raerket their products at the low-
est posible rates. Notwithstanding this
fact it might hiere be mentioned—fur the
purpose of slwowing the adsuntages of Sae-
ramento as a basiness center—ithat a eon-
siderable share of the prrchasicg trade of
Solano merchants cpmes to the jabbing
houses of the capital, us- also does that of
Yolo.
TEXPENCY TOWARLs SMALL FARIE.

Most «f the large ranghes in Soluno have
been divided up and ssid to smail farmers,
but there is yvet room for a large number of
‘Hew settiers, espe v those who may be
able to pay highes figures for land than

system, with anvomt fifty districts and 5,000
sebool children.

TAXARRE WEALTH IN 1855,
Real estate and mproveinents..........516,872 582
Head of catt] . 1

s

Centals of wheat 212,640
of IR s manen s sow s s sadia ok 7,413
...... 308

Gallons of wine made.............
XCS Gf PRISINS MRAE, ..oormrre. s
S of grapes sold....
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