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YOLO,

Lying -vrtli of Bolano^wett of Sacra-
mento, tmi e( Xupn ami I^fcc, and south
of Colusa. is the eoonty ef Yolo: As
early as I\u25a0<«\u25a0.- f;>.ptain William Gordon set-
tod in the r!,'xiirr ofCache orreek, and a
few years iatw bcjprn to farm thwe on a• *>«ill Mate. After rhe gold discovery
Bw«ght aonmypteotera to thcState the
referable farariag l:tr>i!s in Yot> werenotify taken nk.aad> a* >ears passed oni!. \u25a0 \u25a0iiinty deveirned into one ofths lead-
ins' .Fain-I'f<'diiL-ii^ i{i«ricis of the State.

fp.iiit.EUMMOttKgo, etc.
Tl \u25a0 Milis a rich alltnta), and—not-rith-

staiu..r»^tlio persistency with which yearlycrow Kara been raited! thereon— ft has
rarely tailed to podwn fairly, erenm tk- mot untoward msosa
Ut late years mwhi attention Hisbeen given tv fruit growing an<l
ra;--in-:n.ikm-, in both of winchbranch*™ inJunl y \. locounty ilus made wonder-
ful ..Iv.ii,wnipnt In the

—
iuity of Wood-land, Dt\ trilleand Wintnra tiie soil has:..r..v.i to be best wiitftlto-tbeprodnction

raisin grapes and the larger fruits, and
in Hi-

—
loouitiei extensire • n-hanls and

vineyards byre sprang up. a was claimed,
\u25a0 m-yxu-s ago, rhat the yield of rai-sins by iih Brim viaeymrd f300 acre-<

JJJ Davisvftle, braughi not less than;->IOO.OOO. In the same vicinityare theez-tmsive orchsrd and vim-yap;' of the OakShade Frnit Compay, which <\u25a0\u25a0,-.-:\u25a0 ::,\u25a0, acreaand contain 25.512 ires an*26.764 vines
Of the iruit tree* U.128 ttn pear. 5,20«>
aliuoml. 1,428 apricot, 2.7JM T.iiiin.1,502
peach, .".^jnectaritw, ;i8 black wataat, and98 cherry. These ure now bearing trees,
whilea number ofyounger trees- have been
added of late. This famous orchard is the
property of a company compowl of citi-
zens of San Francisco, Sacramento and
Yolo. Like Sblano. laud in the Yolo
orchard ami vineyard districts has rt ached
;\ very high v;ilu;;iion. ranging ail the way
from $50 to $7.~> for wheat In:';!. I.i |300 forchoice orchard or vineyard \h-.-jI. suchhigh prices are of course more or less a
bar to settlement by per- me oi onlinary or
small means, bat to those bariag capital
minvestment in profitable farmiug prop-
erty, Yoloconnty offers excellent ouportu-
cities.

In some parts of the county irrigation is
resorted to to a limited extent, and theowners of water privileges find their in-
vestments provable. Alfalfa is said to hea very productive crop, ami one that yields
handsome returns. -'t.>Hc-r;iUirijr"^«i|rf
dairying an- also carried <>!^^^^g^^H
ble extent, but are
upon by ;i'_TicnUuroj^B
Yolocomity, like s^.i^flextent of tulc, or :ufl^H
tin- course of time v.iW^Bclaimed ami cultivated.

rRiNrirAL SOW3K
The people of Yolo are, as a niflto-<li>, intelligent :>nd \>ri^nsM\^^^hc

county seat, Woodland, is a bustliß^oung
city, with a population of between 2,500
and 3,000. Ithas direct rairroud commu-
nication with the California, Pacific branchof the Southern Pacific, which traverses
Yolo and Solano counties from Sacramento
to Benieia. Woodland i< v well-builttown, and has many really imposingbuildings. Italso boasts of two well-con-
duoted daily newspapers, rivaling in size
even the metropolitan dailies. The other
towns in Yoloare Knight's Landing, Mad-
ison, Winters and others. The last named
is the present terminus of the Vacavilleand Clear LakeRailroad.

TAXABLE WKAI.TH IN 18!C>.
Renl estate and improvements SIG me MBHead ofcuttle 9 !tTons of hong ...."..V.™ 2ZOOO
Acres In wheat „ 115,001
Acres inbarley

_
5,000

Number of hogs
_

17.34. r>
Niimtierot horses, and mules ." 7JH
Numberof shi-.-ji „..„ 11207
Acres in vines '.'..:..-.„- '/74&
(inllonaof wine made "!."!".'. 150000Unxc-s of raisins

_
ij'ooi)

SOLANO.

Solano is one of the richest agricultural
counties in the State. Itlies just north of
the Straits of Carquinez and Suisun Bay,
and is bordered on the east, west and north
jyYolo,Sacramento and Napa counties.

Botano embraces some 700,000 acres, of
which about one-seventh are salt marsh, or
tide lands. Like Napa. Sonoma and others
of the Coast Kange counties, her agri-
cultural yield is less affected by drought
than some of the more interior counties ;
hence there are few crop lailures there.

n:ixcir.\L towns.
The comity coataius anumber of thriv-

ing towns, including Benida, Vallejo,
Kairtield (the county-scat I.Suisun. Klmira.Vacaville, Batavia, Dixon,CoUin.sville and
liridgepori. All of these towns arc either
on tiie line of some railroad or at tide-
water. Benicia

—
which was once the cap-

italof the State
—is a picturesque village on

the Mope overlooking Carquinez Straits
and San Pablo Hay. It has always been
noted fur its colleges and seminaries of
learning, and of ia'.c years lihs become the
home ofseveral manufacturing enterprises.
Vallejo is about live miles distant, and
owes its importance and trade chiefly to
the (act that itis inclose proximity to the
Government Kavy-yard on Mare" Island.
Dixon, which lies oear the northeastern j
boundary of the county, is a jreaper ws,
growi'iu community, situated in the center
of a iii.'h farming section.

ii;rk\t IKBsn< tion.

The Vacaville section, near the northern
line of the county, bus of late years devel-
oped, a wonderful fruit-growing capacity.
several orchards in that vicinity yielding
their owners great profits yearly. One im-
portant point in favor of the Vacaville sec-
tion is that its fruits, especially cherries, are
among the (test to reach market, thereby
Commanding high prices. The western
portion of the county lakes ina large extent
of foothill land, some of which is suscepti-
ble of high cultivation, while the higher
and rougher hills are devoted to grazing
and sheep-raising.

The Wolfskill orchard, at the foot of tin-
Coast Range, in the northwestern part of
theeouniy. i-one of the oldest and most
noted in the Stale. Itwas a venture made
when fruit-growing was in its infancy in
this State, but proved to be a profitable one.
For many years Wolfski!! was the first to
supply the marietta with fruit each season,
and almost at his own prices. Ijtterlvthe
Wolfskill orchard bas had many competi-
tors for the early-season trade from the
same locality.

IttELSDAD FACILITIES.
Solano enjoys a great advantage over

many of the interior counties, because of
her uneqiutleii transportation facilities.
Saving :'. Lan"- water front, with wharfage
facilities :;t B*>nieia. Valtojo, CollinsTille
amrs.ui.-iun. her producer- bavetbe benefit
of lively oowsMtttion in the casryiag trade,
and can DMTHI:!ieir prodl] tS -it the low-
est p<j *>il))e ra'e^. Notwithstanding this
fact it iiii^hs hen l>e fljentioneO — fur the
purpose of showing the ad nwtacs "f Sto-
raraento a.s a l>n-iuess c-r.ier

—
that :i con-

siderable share of the ptnchaalcg trade of
.Solnno rarrrhnnn o^taes to \u25a0'.>• jibing
houses of the capital, as also does that of

rOtmri VoWAKU SMAI.I, KAKV?.
Mo-i 4 :tie i:irge raneftes in ftnlnna have

beet: o.; title.it \\\> and said to small larmprs,
but tbrre is yet numi Sir a large mimber of
new settlen. cspedaDr those \u25a0*!'\u25a0) may Ik*
able n> pay higher tigurcs fiir lanii than

i »
—

aw^s^^^si^^^warxi. Solaiu) hoa^ts of an e>hicational
s.y-Jem, wth anovK fiftydi:>tri.ts and 5,000

UUBI v.r.AiTtiIN 1886.
Real estate «nd unpnivi mew* Sir.
Beall<>r < .ut'.e „ i(,*M•
tnta'.sof whi*t ™ 212.6 M

He».l nf bonas
_

Head of sh<~t(i
Acre* in v^SM 2.«*>
Gallons of wine made
Boxes ct raifins made

_
28.SW•Poun-.fei)f (?r<>|iss sol«l t.ift.TW

I SITTEK.

Sutter county comprises t)ie delta be-
J tween the Feather and Sacramento rivers.

WHOLE NO. 10,826.
• the residents, the cars leaving at 0 and 9:20
ia. m. for Sacramento, and returning at •>,
\ and 9 p. m.

The soil is granitic, of a light rcdeUshcasf, running in places to dark gray; 13 ofa <tn>th of from three to t\x Ted. resting oil
rotten granite, which io penetrable by a
pi.k.inhas been demoottnted, a? deep afl
twenty Jeet. Although the analyst indi'-
eaj a siigM retentireneas of moisture, ex-periment j>.s shows) that 111 Angus!. 1885
tu* must wrid year yet experienced, themoisture was well retMned and on culti-
rateil lain; w;s witMn three or i'utjr inches
of tlje surface, and vineyards andtMetset
out iir the spri.vr BbotfM no lc>.- BOwtbj
than those plaMed thr previous spring.
Analyses ofOje poorest h»SI soil near i^o-
mis. si-lirt(d»:iaccount of its lowtype, :.i>
(hat there Mould h(;no 'fcappointineas.
Kwwsit bears a rcntOYkaMe similarity H>
BM bench (and soil ma* Vaearille. These
analyses were made by PtetWsor Hiigard.i
of the University. I'non the ""bench land" iwrre crowing apricots ami efa-rries. and
th«r Professor— writing upon the soil of

.Mosais nates "that she auatpsia points
to irr adaptation to the pTßduutftn* ofgrapes
of which quality, rattier omm anantity,
wow form the chief reoomrseadation.
Hi- fc, olive, and probably tb«> eberry,
wonMdo w«ll <>n the hillside, watte inthe

rvalky*,where both phi-sphau-j ami humus
are nmre abundant, and the soil i» ntore
reteatrwr, other fruits wosM thrive. Except
a*to interior retentiveness and homes sup-
ply, this soil is very similar in oompoaition
to V'aca valley, on which cherries tfcoi
The fcßowing are the analy* 1
I rnte—lnsoluble matter, r-:i;j; snln-

ble silica, CSB3 ;p'.ta^h. .*'<'•'.: sodh, .98;
lime, JJSB; magnesia. I.iSO: lir. ox. mnngn \u25a0

ncse, .ti*7;peroxide iron, 2.301'; alumina
(clay), ii..»;i : phosphoric acid, .6BZ; mt-
phuric add, .018-; water and organic seal
ter, 2.5'J8. Vaui valley

—
Insoluble matter,

(>K.7O; BolftMe silica, 12.15; potash, .71;soda, .12; lime. J88; magnesia, 1.07: br.ox.

alumina (clay), 6 23; phosphoric acid, .^':
sulphuric ae.i<i. 02; water end oryanic mat-
ter, t.28.

Tims it willbe seen tha: while tho son
about Loomisi is only slightly inferior to
vace vallc-ysoil.it exceeds it'in lime and
clay and phosphoric oeid, and is only in-
ferior in iron. In all thf deeds made to
town lots in Loomis a restrictive clause is
inserted prohibiting the rHailof spirituous
liquor, though this restriction will not ap-
ply when agood hotel is erected.

In the past year the transportation of
freight from Loomis by sail was as follow.-:
Received, 1.7>.1.(w pojiiids; forwarded,
3,339:340 piiiii:.)s. This is an excellent
showing when we reflect that three years
ago the business of theistation was com-
paratively insignificant.) East of th. sta-
tion, between two ami three niiics, is a
secli'>n largely devoted io fruit-niisinj . the
products of which are jihipped to I'enryn
and Newcastle, owing M business r.latiniis
formed before Loomis rfibrded thef-.ciliti*
it does now for receiving fruit. In tlfe
above leicality is inclndtd the Orange Vint
yard property of E. L.Hawk.

ROCKI.IS *KB VKM'.YN.
These towns, both o^ which are on tla

line ofthe railroad, and b.:t
-
.v en Xewcnsle

and Koseville, have bo>;r. known cliiellyls
the leading granite-producing sectio*;.
For many years extensive quarries hafce
been worked in the vitinity of these plaefe.
but now the latter aro coming forwanl^ithe centers of fraitgrowing distridb!
Orchards and vineyards have been set dnt
in the vicinity of tuese towns, and fee
meeting with the same success that has at-
tended similar Ventures in other part sfof
tbe county. In the course of time these
localities willbe included in the fruit aid
grape-growing district of Placer dnitty,
as Penryn already is. being betwim
Loomis and Xev.xastla.

The citizens of Rocklin recently Aye
evielence of their public spirit by erecjng
a handsome and comnioeliousschool-hjese
at a cost of $5,000.

TAXABLE WEALTH IN 1.585.
Heal estate and improvements Ifi.cwi MiPenan*] property..-. $i.7> 719
Head ofcattle J&nt
llesil of u'i'iits ,\m
Head of hops JSO
Headol h<irses ,i,>j
Head of mules ]s_>
Head of sheep SJ.2H
Acres in wheat V 4711
Acres in barley ».!»80
Acres in oats F.1.">5Value of water ditches 53M.735
Stile*of water ditches :x«i
Acres invine's '..U3l1Gallons of wine made 70,000

AMADOU.

Ainador county adjoins Sacramento on
the southeast, and belongs exclusively to
the foothill section. She has an area of
737 square miles, or -120,000 acres, and is
bounded on the north by El Dorado, south
by Calaveras, cast by Alpine, and west by
S;m Joaquin and Sacramento. Ainador
was always one of the wealthiest mining
counties in the State, and to-day stands
third in the listof gold-producing counties,
her avenge annual yield at present being
about $1.5iX>,000. Her gold product now
comes wholly from the quartz mines, the
placers having been exhausted many years
ago. since which time agriculture and bor-
tieuir.ire have ceine to the front as leading
industries.

OTHER RESOURCES.
Ainador possesses a variety of resource-",

the development of which should attract \u25a0
large population. Among <ithers she has
an almost inexhaustible timber (apply,
which needs hut convenient railroad trans-
portation to make ita source ofvast wealth
to the county. There are great forested
pine and oak as yet untouched by the
woodsman

—indeed; ontrod, except by the
drover Of hunter. The western portion of
the county is splendidly adapted to farming
and fruit growing, and great advancement
baa been made in these industries of late
years. Wheat, barley, oats, rye and com
yield abundantly, and the fertile bottom
land*adjoining the Contoanea and lffokel-
umne livers produce large crops of vegeta-
bles. Irrigation is not required forgrape
raising in the foothills, which accounts fur
the superior quality of the grapes and wine
that come from Ainador.

CLIMATE, TOWNS. ETC
Inpoint of climate, Amadnr ranks sec-

ond to no county in the State. The alti-
tude varies from 300 to 8,000 feet, which
affords opportunities for persons of various
constitutions to select the altitudes best
suited to them. The county seat of Ama-
dox is Jackson, one of the oldest settle-
ments in the county, and has a population
at this time of about l,"«0o. i,ike other
former mining communities, the present
population of Jackson is less than it was
twenty-live years ago, but it is of a more
settled and permanent character. The
Same may be said of Volcano, Slitter Creek,
Amador City, Plymouth, lone, Drytown
and Other towns in that county. The prea-
cnt output of gold comes from a few rich
quartz mines, and mining is by no means
general. The Amador Branch BaOroad
-.•onnects at lone with the Southern Pacific
trunk line a! the town of (ialt.thus award-
ing convenient and rapid means of com-
munication between Amador :unl Battß-
ruento or Stockton.

FITLRK PROSPECTS.
Unlike the older-settled farming com-

munities in the valley, Amador county of-
fers excellent inducements to new-mi'm-is
insearch of a healthful, pr.xluctive locality
in which to establish themselves in perma-
nent homes. The foothills, as before s'.it'-d.
are splend:.dlv adapt ed for small (arms.
orchards, vineyards, etc.. ami laod oai) be
had thereat very moderate prices. In the
western portion of the county, about lone,
the fact has already been demonstrated that
raisii) culture is profitable, as well as wine-
makitig; and there is practically no limit
to .he market requirements for these com-
modities. Already the merchants of the
Kastern States are beginnine to rely on the
raisin product of the I'acilic coast, instead
s>f the foreign, article, and itis only a qtii~-
tion of a very few veal's when California
will be expected to supply not only tbe
United States, [tut ""i-r v'i'ilrii'i.'yitli
raisins. As one of he n-sultis of early
mining operations ir Anoador, the emnty
is traversed by inn nierable canal > ami
water- ditches, whici can be utilised if
necessary fur irrigat a purt>ose>i. These
ditches aggregate son 500 miles in. extent,
atiil are supplied frun lever-failing sources.
The county is alsoi-i ularly favored iv the
matter of water-pow r for manufacturing
purposes, and 8fjue< y these jpreat agents
of commerce willbe lilized.

There are three .eel lent nfc\v.->pap»-r»
published in the ounty— the Amador
I.cil'j'r. the Timer ai I the Dispatch, all of
\u25a0which appear to be

'
ell supported, which

is &pretty sure c vid< rce of the prosperity
of the people.
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CENTRAL AND NORTHERN CALIFORNIA.

The Inducements Held Out to Those in
Search of Homes.

SOME FACTS FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF IMMIGRANTS.

A Land of Fertility, Awaiting the Development of Its Vast
Resources— The Natural Home of the Orange,

the Lemon and Olive—The Garden
Spot of California.

cannot be despoiled. As the central and
northern counties continue to increase in
population, and their resources are devel-
oped, to that extent must the commercial
importance and trade of Sacramento be
increased. The business depression that
prevaileel all over the Union during the
past year was least perceptible in Sacra-
mento than inany other part of the coast,
because her business is of a steady, un-
speculative character.

AS A TKADE CENTEH.
The location of Sacramento city is such

that, itis naturally the point from" which a
supply business should be carried on for
all the northern and central portions of the
State. It enjoys the advantages of river
transportation to the -heart of the Sacra-
mento valley and to the Bay of San Fran-
cisco. Itis the terminal point for several
lines of railway, which reach out in every
direction, and" bring the city into direct
communication with the great consuming
sc-ctmns of the State. The merchants of
this city are enabled to (illorders over all
these lines of transport often on the same
day of receipt. The wholesale houses are
all more or less direct importers, and enjoy
equal advantages with San Francisco mer-
chants in the matter of import transporta-
tion charges. The Sacramento market is
100 miles nearer than San Francisco to all
the central and northern section, effecting a
large saving to the purchaser in this mart
in the matter of freights, while tho
question of time of shipment is an
equally important factor; fo"r in the ma-
jorityof cases the buyer here saves not
only the difference in freights, but several
days of time. Then, again, the merchants
of Sacramento transact business upon a
more economic basis. The demand for
capital is very much less— that is to say,
the capital locked up in costly storehouses.
or |aid out for heavy rentals, is slight com-
pared to like demand upon the San Fran-
cisco merchant. Hence, the Sacramento
men-hunt lias a larger margin upon which to
operateand lit is enabled togive to his cus-
tomers advantages not possible to the dealer
in the metropolis. Nor should it be for-
gotten that the incidental cost of Conduct-
ing business litre is less ; there is neither
charge f«.r cartage nor for wharfage made
by the jobbers ot Sacramento. The short
distances to the wharves and depots, tbe
level grades, etc., all inure to the benefit of
the buyer. The basinets men of this city
are also more familiar than any others with
the needs ot the interior, and the great
majority of them are of long standing inbusiness, and have won the confidence of
interior buyers by a system of broad lib-
erality and fair dealing. There is a natural
friendly relation between the uOIUOs of the
city and of the country. Their interests
arc largely in common, and this contributes
largely to the growth ofthe city trade. The
area of this trade extends as far northward
as the Oregon line ami into the eastern
Territories, and as fur southward as the Ter-
ritories of New Mexico and Arizona.

Inmany lines ofgoods, including agricult-
ural implements and machinery, there is
no business point on the coast where they
can be so safely stored, since the atraos-
phere isuniformly dry,not being that humid
(-h.iracter so peculiar to the coast marts.
So, too, in confections, in fruit-box manu-facture, carriage and wagon-making, etc.,
the goods put up or stored here are best-
iitteel for the interior trade. In the matter
of liquorstorage the city has unsurpassed
advantages, the climatic conditions being
the cliiof,and making this the most de-
sirable of all points for storage. But we
have no intention ofenlacing upon these
topics as the subject warrants, since
they are, as we have said, familiar to the
people ofthe State and have been so often
presented in the"se columns.

This is the point nearest to the moun-
tains from which the great Eastern flowof
fruit can be inaugurated witha view to sav-
ing time in transport. In the season just
passed there were forwarded from Sacra-
mento no less than 800 of the 1,025 car-
loads of fruit shipped eastward from Cali-
fornia. All that we have said regarding
the facilities for jobbing inSacramento ap-
ply also to manufacturing here. The
records of actual business transacted, were
for a number of years kept by this journal,
and annually presented inelaborate reports.
We have seen the wholesale and manufac-
turing trade expand from a total of $10 000

-
000 in 1872, to $-!K,000,000 in ISSS.

From November 1, 1884, to November 1,
1885, there wasshipped from Sacramento
183,484,470 pounds, made up of many
classes of goods. These shipments were
exceeded only by those of San Francisco,
and exceed more than 50,000,000 pounds
the total shipments from any other point
in the State.

Note.—Most of the grapes raised in Sacra-
mento were shipped to a Han Francisco firm for
wine-making, hence the local wine production
was very light—about 1,009,000 gallons.

TAXABLE WEALTH IN1885.
Real estate incounty (outside city) 39,870,630
Improvements on same 1|387,89S
Keal estate incity 4,025,9 0
Improvements on same 5^97.888Miningclaims 5,b-4,1'j0
Telegraph Hue? 7,050
Miningditches 19,500
Railroad property 50«,480
Tons ol hops 993,000
Head of cattle 21.11.S
Head of borses and mules W,2St
He-ad ofsheep 67,921
Acres sown to wheat Ri.320
Acres sown to barley 24,16s
Acres sown to oats 11,'Mi
Acres sown to corn 2,'."J0
Acres in growing vineyard (>,l!il
Grape's sold formarket"(pouuds.) 5,579,300
Boxes of raisins gjj

I at the littlemining camp, and the culprit,
Iafter a fair and impartial hearing, was ,
j hanged from a large limb of a whil
itree that stood near the present site of the i
!Plaza. Hence its name. It can be I'

said truthfully of the early settlers
\u25a0that, notwithstanding they were in a!

imeasure adventurers whose only aim
was tbe acquisition of gold, still a large j
majority of them were young men fresh !
from school, of respectable families, on n
of honor and intellect, and not a few of [
them became, inafter years, leaders iv the :
body politic,not only of the State but of j
the nation. Itwas in El Dorado county
where the famous Joaquin Murietta and
bis band of outlaws committed the major
portion of their memorable and murderous
outrages, a truthful statement of which
wouldread like the veriest fiction. Placer-
villeis situated inlatitude 3S° 43' north and
longitude 120° 47',west. Itoccupies a long
narrow ravine, through which flows Hang-
town Creek, between two ranges of hills
that rise on either side of the city several
hundred feet. A view of this town with
its long winding main street, from any of
the adjacent hilltops is picturesque in the
extreme. The main portion of the town,
which is divided into what is called upper
and lower Placerville, is upwards of two
and one half miles in length. The busi-
ness portion contains many handsome fire-
proof brick blocks, and the residence por-
tion contains many handsome residences,
surrounded with beautiful lawns, grown to
fruit, flowers and shade trees, that here
thrive in luxuriance. Its church edifices,
four in number, are fine structure* that
will compare favorably in size, stability,
architectural beauty with any city in the
State outside ofSan Francisco." Her schools,
both public and private, are the pride of hercitizens, and some of the private semina-
ries have a State reputation, -nd have
pupils from all over the coast, attracted
thither on account of their superiority as
institutions of learning, as well as 'the
salubrity and healthfulness of her climate.
The wholesale establishments are not sur-
passed by those of any interior town of the
.State. PiacervOle boasts of three weekly
papers, the Mnimlain li.munnt, one of
the oldest journals on the coast

—
the

B Dorado SefmbKean and the Ofrjjua,
These papers are all conducted by*young
journalists of ability, who know and un-
derstand the requirements of their section,
and to their efforts is largely due the pres-
ent prosperity of the county. The popu-
lation of IMucervile is about y,uoO, and the
ppople. as a class, are industrious, thrifty
and, as a general thing, well to do.

OSMOBTOWH.
The next town in size and importance is

Georgetown, sixteen miles north of the
county-seat Itis situated on the summit
of the range of hills that act as the water-
shed between the Middle and South Forks
of the American river. In fact, the eaves
of the houses on the west side of the main
street inseveral instances are directly upon
the summit of the water-shed, the rain
filling upon one side flowing south, the
other north. The town is regularly laidout
inblocks, has wide, well-shaded streets, an
excellent system of water-works, good
churches and school building, a commodi-
ous brick town-hall and theater, and a pop-
ulation of intelligent and prosperous peo-
ple. Itis the center of trade for a large
area Of excellent farming country ; her
mines— placer, quartz and gravel— are pros-
ecuted with great profit,and her lumbering
interests are inexhaustible. The altitude of
Georgetown is 2,700 feet, and the popula-
tion 'about 1,000.' The town also has an
excellent paper, the Georgetown Qtuette,

Iwhich is issued every Friday by H. W.
Hulbert. Greenwood, Colonia, El Dorado,
Grizzly Flat, Latrobe and Shingle Springs
are all towns of considerable size, ami each
is a trade center ofa considerable section of
country.

CLIMATE ANII SOIL.
Xo county in the State presents a greater

diversity in soil, climate and productions
than El Dorado. In less than a day's
travel you can go from the orange and per-
simmon groves, which grow luxuriant inits
southern, western and middle portions, to
the snow that enwraps the summits of the
Sierras with its eternal covering of white.
The altitude of the county ranges all the
wav from 500 feet to 12,000. The

"
foot-

hillbelt,'" which extends from a point ten
miles east of Placerville to the western
boundary of the county, comprises an area
ofabout .'toby 40 miles, and in itis embraced
nearly all of the best agricultural lands.
Fruit trees and vineyards flourishat ;"all the
cereals yield abundant harvests.

The fruitinterest of the county is ::: the
lead, has proven to be the most* proritable,
and makes the largest returns fur ihe least
outlay. Peaches, pruned, apricots, plum?,
pears, apples,') riicsoi all kinds and ;;r:ip. s
mature to perfection and hive a delicacy
Of Savor thai is not equaled anywhere,
save in the neighborhood of Newcastle.
Placer ewety, which has the same charac-
ter of soil and climate. Apples and pears
thrive in their greatest perfection on the
Georgetown divide, even at an altitr.de of
:;,.">oo feet.

rqnuai hn;*.

East of this agricultural belt, extending
the entiii- length of tbe county, north and
south, and to its eastern boundary, are
some of the finest timber lands upon the
coast. On the Georgetown divide, which
lies between the South and Middle Forks of
the American river, these forests, many
miles in"fittest, staai in their original
primeval pride, having never heard the
sound of the woodman's ax. Here are
found majestic pine, :JOO feet high and 12
feet in diameter, standing as thick upon the
ground as trees in an orange grove. The
entire county is well timbered, the lower
foothills with both white and black oak,
and a little further up with oak. yellow and
white pine. The whole country is liberally
and well supplied with living springs,
while the hundreds of ravines and canyons
that head in the Sierras, are constantly fed
by the melting snows. In no portion of
the county is there lack of wafer or fuel, as
both can be found in great abundance on
every hand.

SOU rossusri.iTii:.-.
Most of tbe land in the western portion

is rotting, yei thousands of aero may be
found in bodies as level as the plains on
the Matte, and these lands for hay.
OT fruit, are unsurpassed by any uplands
of any Slate in the Inion. In this section
floods are never known, cyclones never
heard '•!'. earthquakes never experienced,
and a failure of crops something that Las
never been chronicled by the honest his-
torian. No matter what"the season, with
proper care in preparing the soil, seeding
anicultivation, a good crop is sure to fol-
low. This, to a great extent, is owing to
the fact that the system of irrigating canals
in this county, which cost the early miners
millions ofdollars, is the most complete in
the State, ami withirrigation tbe soil can
be made to produce crops and growths as-
tonishing to behold, fhose canals, since
the decadence of placer mining, have
fallen into the hands of tbe sturdy agri-
culturist, and now each farm has its own
water right. Farming in ElDorado county
is still in its infancy, and there is a home
demand for most of the products, save
cheese, fruit, wool and wine. There is
now a steady increase in her farm pr.xlucts
from year to year, and a certainty that in
the near future a large surplus' v\\\ be
credited to her enterprising farmers.

THE HAIRY INTERESTS.

The dairy interest is a large one, and. to
the main, very profitable. Those enswged
iv this business are possessed of two
ranees— one in the lower foothills, for win-
ter use, and another upon the Siena.", at an
altitude of from 6.000 to 83000 feet, where
stock i3driven after the feed dries up in
the spring on the lower range. The sum-
mer ranges are usually covered with >now
until April and May. and when this dis-
appears the most luxuriant grasses ami
flowerssnring forth and keep green through-
out the summer. Itis at the summer range
where the butter and cheese for which
this county is justly famous is made. With
judic ions management and the growing of
inalfalfa field, small dairies in the foot-
hills are operated with great profit without
removing the stock to a summer range.
Those who are engaged in dairying in El
Dorado county say that it can be carried on
withless exiiense and greater profit than in
.\u25a0y^r-wn-aii ... t 1 -Ai;,.,i||Til|iljuyr-_

FBUIT AND WISE.

The middle section of the county, say
njiiway between the snow-line and the
western border, seems to be especially
adapted to fruit and wine growing, and
b«h are produced in great abundance and
vpiiety. The fruit produced, especially
tbitin the neighborhood of < olorna, Lotus
and Granite Hill,is acknowledged t« be
aqua! to that produced inany other part of
sbe State, and commends tbe best prices in
all the markets of the coast. The display
o<* fruit at ihe last county fair, held in
W-wernUe, was a ireader to behold, and

EL DORAI>O.

Iperhaps was never excelled by a similar. exhibition erryVLere, Itwas the pri-.'u- of
|oil the rc-M'Jcbts oitl,.- (\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0:ntyand the won-
Itier and admiration of rrangers. Fruit-

\u25a0 Bowing in thr footbiib v ElDorado is a
barinev that ir sßennimj jssible to e.verdo,
.-it .-i-A.r.- wltfreejwfcr f uts are made a
Specialty, .•- l.'i.re M.-i.'ly is no limitto the

| demand for if. either in a. ereei;, eiri<d or
preserved state. Tl.- mggeduess of some

\u25a0 ot u.r country in tuenpper portion of ihe
| fruit bflt,and where ii&oallkinds of ccre-
j ais and roo: ,ijpg ur? grown with threatprofit. mn<; iookquite uninviting to a manju<l from the Western prairies, hut there is
very littleof it that cannot be made moreproductive, acre for acre, than any land inthe States of Illinoisor lowa, and can Ih>
converted into pleasant, i.mStahle and
beautiful homes by the industrious agricult-
urist.

MININU.
11l the vicinity of riarervillean<i George-

town mining is still an important industry.
and annually hundreds of thousands of
dollars are taken tr<mi, juart;:, drift, gravel
and seam mince. Placer mining and min-
ing by the hydraulic proceai are industries
of the past, and the waters ofthe prbMspaJ
creeks, canyons and ravines, once mnnrag
with-polluted waters, are again reran i\u25a0iv
to their crystalline parity, and a frw years
hence all the e-.il resulting from that daSS
of mining willbe obliterated.

AUVA3TAOKS.
I'ndoubiedly this is one oi the meal in-

viting fields for the industrious, frugal eat-
\u25a0grant, with moderate meaaa, to be fond
on the Pacific OOOst, and nany have within
the past year located there, Land is yet
cheap, though anno illyincreasing inprice,
and there is much that may yet be aecuiedby fre-emption and homestead ;the cli-
mate is healthy, and a home in this county
is as desirable as in the most favored lai:i|
on earth. Tartly Unprored lands, in local-
ities easy ofaccess and neara public school,
can be procured for from &ito $l'jper sere,
and unimproved lands range from >1 29 to$5 pCi acre.

TheSae-ramentoand l'lacervilleUailroad
now rum to Shingle Springs— a point ten
miles west of i'lacervilli

—
and willbe con-

tinued to FlaoerviUe and the lumbering
belt cf timber at no distant day. A narrow-gauge road is talked of from Rocklin overthe Georgetown divide into the *agar-plne
belt, which will open op an excellent fruit
and grain belt, making shipping facilities
ebeap and much more complete than at
present. During the mining days, when
the population was dense and" money
plenty, elegant Kbool-bonses were built iii
every district in the county, and in that re-
spect Xl Dorado will compare favorably
With ;>:;y county in the State. I'lacerville
and Georgetown both have graded schools,
under the supervision of an able corps of
experienced educators.

BTVTBSmSD r>ROI>r<TS.
Among the products of this comity arclime,marble, copper and iron. The lime

quarries are the most valuable in the State,
and have been successfully and profitably
Worked Since 18SS. They are loe^ited in
what is known as Cave Valley, on the
Georgetown divide, and are of unlimited
extent. The building of the narrow-gauge
road spoken of would make these ejnarries
worth hundreds of thousands of dollars.
The marble quarries are at In ian Diggings,
in the northeastern portion of the county.
Marble from these work into beautiful
monuments, and linish with a polish and
beauty equal to the finest Italian. They,
however, are too distant fromrail commu-
nication at present to be worked withmuch
profit. The slate quarries near Placervilie
are the finest in the State, and
willbe worke-el at great prolit.

TVXAULE WEALTH IN ISSS.
Real estate and improvements Si.o-14.195
I'ersounl property jm:s 470
Head of cattle...." Il|ns9
Head of u.ut- jg2&S
Head of Imps S.2MHead of hor>es and mules ;'.|rwi
Head of sheep I!<i,<h>o
Acres in whent o'.OGO
Acres in barley tMt
Acres inoats ],7M
Acres in vines 11-144
"iiillonsnf wine made ](>3,:510
Boxes of raisins made 5tK)
lirapessold formarket (pounds) 1.912,110

PI. V< IK.

Adjoining Sacramento on the north is
Placer county, than which no other section
of the State has a future more full of prom-
ise. Placer was one of the leading mining
counties in early days, and is stilla pro-
ducer of no inconsiderable portion of the
\u25a0ran*] gold yield of the State, her average
yearly product oeing about $700,000.
As in other iriiotng conntiqg, the placer
diggings do not now eat an important
limn iiimining operaii'inv, the yield com-
ing fr.-.ni tbe quarts, hydraulic and drift
mities. The ari'M of Placer county is 1,420
square miles, or915.000 acres. The north-
ern and eastern portion* of the county em-
brace the higher range* of the Sierr,: \i-
v.id.i, with tiie grandest scenery in the
world, ineladicg ihe niott wonderful and
pictumqae Alpine lak: s libe found any-
where. At an altitude of some B.ooo feet,
in theviiv heart of tbe rockhoumi stuu-
mits of ihe Sierra Nevada cbain liea the
beautiful Lake Tah<s\ whoa rstallina
waters line the shores <•! an immense hasin
surrounded by towering peaks crowned
with eternal mantles of snow, and whose
grand forests of pine, fir, spruce and tama-
rack are the admiration of the thousands of
tourists, pleasure-seekers anil invalids thnt
annually visit there. This section of the
county abounds in smaller lulcos and the
grandest ofmountain streams, whose waters
teem witli trout, while the foiests round
about are Sited with deer, grouse and other
wildgame that attracts hundred* of ama-
teur sportsmen, and— sad to relate

—
the

insatime and mercenary hide-hunteis.
Scattered throughout this section ol the

country—both along the line of tiie Central
Pacific Railroad and in the more remote
parts that are readied by wagon mads —

are
numerous \u25a0juiet resorts that are well pat-
ronised during the Bttmiuer ninn;h-<.
Among these Are Blue Canyon. Alta, Dutch
Klat, Cisco, Summit Valley. Taboe, Soda
Springs, silver Creek, Lake Valley and
scores of other delightful places, hi the
cool, delightful and health-giving climate
of this piny and balsamic region the tired
thousands of the valleys and cities Sad
health, rest and recreation after long
months of close attention to business. The
never-ceasing, soft niurmurings of the
towering pines, the eooiing breeze?, the
roar of cataracts, the music of tbe brooks
and the grand and beautiful scenery that
delight* the eye on every hand, are the at-
tractions that Nature offers as a relief to
men and women whose devotion to the
demands of business and domestic affairs
threatens to sap the iountains oflite-giving
nutriment.

PRACTICAL ISIH.STRJES OF ri.At'Eß.
But the future of Placer does not depend

alone upon her beautiful scenery nor her
health-promoting climate. Itis one of the
coming horticultural counties of the State.
All that portion of the county lying be-
tween the Sacramento- valley proper and
the snow belt—

which is- at an altitude of
some :j.OHO feer —

and which comprises
what is known us tlie foothill section, is
rapidly comiiig under cultivation. Tbe
lumber and mining industries are fast re-
ceding before the onward march of agri-
culture. Throughout the foothill section
land can be had ft*from $10 to $120 per
acre that needs only to be cleared of tbe
light growth of timber and brush to make
it v.iliai.le for vineyard and orchard pur-
P<.»es. And then, too, the soil of these. \u25a0\u25a0!!< MftisIOBM is of acharacter peculiarly
suited to these industries. u> has been
abur.ilamly proven.

THE COLFAX FKIITHEI.T.

S.i (atlad. extaadi from C'lipperUap. on the
iiatral Pacific Uailroad. to and even above
i'..;f.i\. to an altitude of 2>oo feet. And
while undoubtedly the same character or
features of soil and lands extend to an in-
definite eitent both east and west from the
railroad line, yet the improvements in
fruit-culture are as yet conrined to or with-
in the area of lands bounded on the east by
the Korth Fork of tbe American river and
the west bank of Dear river. The peculiar
'"'ilirit^il l>elt. which it v claimed
makes it ruo*' vatU9Tl!P*or fruit-growing, is
the fact that the wnole underlying bed-rock
is of slatestnne formation, ofa li^-ht-brown
color, and all very miu-h broken up and
disintegrated to a deptk^Sn most cases, of
10 to 12 feet. This mikes the. soil very
retentive of moisture, »nl aa a lieavy rain-
falloccurs «t this altituip, toe fruit cultur-
ists arc enabW to snOcessfully raise all
kinds of fruits an&/ general produce
without irrigation. And it is claimed
by shippers that apiit thus grown
is not only apuch finer in
quality,bat also mudi firmer in texture.

• and therefore bearing transportation to
( Eastern markets much better tlan irritated

\u25a0 fruits. Improvements are going on very
• rapidly in this region, most largely tints far. j in setting out grap vines for both wine--

nuikingand for shipment to Eastern D

-
Ikets for table use. Not far ironi 256 mam, of vines were sot out in tl>H vicinity dur-
jin« the season of 1886, and of fruit trees
about 100 acres, the Bartiett pear largely

1 predominating; but some lx»ve planted
j hnth prune!) sod cherries. One man iiasiplanted 6oo peach tree*,ami lust but three
oven .!urin^ the very dry and unfavorable
season just past, and all*kind*of frnit ,-iisd
Irloea have attained v very large and vigoi-
Ious growth. These isiiproveuiM-ts hare
made an actual addition in resident settlers
of twentj-rive, about a like number
have beestne purchasers and hare com-

IMencta*e)earinfc land for cultivatJoefc At
j the present time about tOOacre* have been
: cleared for suiting to vines and tre« during
Ithe euirting Mnm, and some $200.1
Imore added to the taxable wealth of tbe
j c.Min'v.

.MinES AKIiVII-INIIV.
Auburn, the county seat of l'ia.er. \u25a0-• faman; respect* an interesting town, li{•

Htuiued(>a>dH>aa«hi line of t!ic railroad,
Iwilhineaey dfetosce of Bacranicnto. The
altitude in i.363 fit—just high enough to
escape the he«t of the valley, and low
enough to bs tree from the frosts of the-
higher altitudes. Daring the twelve
months preceding November, 1885, the
lowest temperature in Auburn w^s' T-j°;
the highest was lo,;"; i!,,- mean tenipenu
tnre for the year was '<•\u25a0.•]\u25a0\u25a0!•\u25a0. This equable
temperature makes it jwstible to prodace
almost all tin- fruits tliat are grown in any
part of the State. Jn many of the yards
and gardens can be seen at least one or
two orange trees loaded with fruit; and
even the lemon has in some cases boon
cultivated with success. From many ex-
periments already made, it is believed
tha ibis locality w hjwoi-^y adapted to
oli\ There is one larse olive
orcliard already in bearing, another of sev-
en* 1 hundred four-year-old trees, and at
leas. 3.000 more olive trees will he planted
the >ming season. The plains hay- ;il-..
bee successfully cultivated, and the people
areflust waking up to the possibilities of
their resources.

T i- delightful climate of .^^^|****k.~
alsJ secured for it a good re|.;lß P;,
he;d'.h resort for those mniH li:ji
bncchial or pulmonary liiseo^^Mn,,-

--; ..Til has seven "good hotels, whu^^Hivt-a l:irge share of their pntrona^^Kom
I.eaith-seekers. and the. confidcncH^Hhisparticular place of the physicians wliWentl
thrr patients here lias in most instances
bi*njustified by the benefits received.

In two respects the town of Auburn is
pitniiar. Although it contains nearly
2ffX) inhabitants, there are as yet no iu-.iu-
IV Muring industries withinor near itf-9hd,
wliile all the .people are well-to-d<i*iml
p iwperous, there are none who can be
ea led wealthy. In this latter respect, at
Itnst, there is the anomaly of a town of
l'.mki people without the usual rural mag-
lu.te who rules the village roast by virtue
<>f hisaftliie; c. There are three churches—

Catholic,
*"

'hodist and Congregational.
There is a .odel public school iii which
three teachers are engaged, ami a private
normal school, which offers superior ad-
vantages and which has been fairly suc-cessful.

Auburn has long depended for the greater
|.art oiits business on being a distributing
jointof supplies for the Forest Hill and
lowa Hilldivides, and on the fact that itis
the county seat. Its growth has therefore
been slow, but a new condition of things
is now in progress. The hillsides for
milts around are being cleared
of the brush and tiiuber, and
planted to trees and vines. Its future
importance as a fruit shipping depot is al-
ready conceded, and one tirm lias been con-
ducting that business at a good profit dur-
ing the season just closed. The soil is the
best of what is known as the

•' red soil of
the foothills;" the climate, as indicated
above, is unsurpassed, and the average
rainfall is sutlicient to grow most varieties
of fruit without any irrigation. Since last
June the rainfall to date was 15.27 inches.
Where artificial irrigation is necessary, the
Hear river ditch affords an abundance of
water.

Even ifitis not fanciful, itmay be look-
ing a good way into the future "topredict
that some day Auburn willbe noted for its
great number of handsome country resi-
dences, which willbe built by people who
wish to livein leisurely retirement, or by
wealthy business men of Sacramento, and
even San Francisco. People like to go to
the foothills during the summer months,
and there is no place on the line of the
railroad within reach of those cities that
affords more choice building sites than Au-
burn.

NEWCASTLE.

Four miles below Auburn is the little
town of Newcastle, which only a few years
ago had nobusiness interests and consisted
of only about a score of houses. It is now
rapidly coming to the front as one of the
most important places in Placer county,
owing to the large fruit interests of which
it is the center. There are four large ship-
ping nouoesalM another in coarse ofbuild-
ing. Daring the season just closed there
were shipped from Newcastle 5,355,303
pounds ofgreen fruit. Tins large quantity
is at least a tenth part of the (Miniated
number of pounds shipped from the entire
State, which is a fact not generally appre-
ciated by the pub'.ie, nor even by tiie fruit-
growers in other sections.

At Auburn the geological formation is
slate. Newcastle is situated on the granite
belt, and is some :>OO feet lower than Au-
burn, so that fruit linens from three to
seven days earlier ab< nit Newcastle than it
does at the county seat. In fact there are
four varieties of fruit

—
cherries, strawber-

ries laspberries and plums —
which ripened

at Newcastle last season earlier than in any
other place in California. With these ad-
vantages of early fruit, and being at Least a
fewhoars nearer the Eastern market than
any other place, Newcastle will andoubt-
edly become one of the most important
fruit centers in the State.

LOOMI.* AM) VICINITY.
Twenty-tive miles from Sacramento and

twelve miles from Auburn is a station on
the Central I'acitic railroad, called Loomis
(formerly Pino). Ipto the winter of IM.SI-
-82 the land conjiguous had h"en devoted
principally to hay farming anil stock rais-
ing. Near by were two vineyards of pro-
ductive capacity, but their owners bad
made little effort to bring the country into
notice.- In the spring of1882 E. W. Itaslin,
of Sacramento, bought a piece of land from
the railroad company, near the station, and
proceeded to test the question of planting a
vineyard without irrigation. He cleared
the land of chaparral and oaks, and planted
six acres of wild California vines, as resist-
ant stock. Contrary to predictions made,
the vines nourished, and in 1884 were
grafted with Zinfandels. Other purchases
were made soon after of adjoining tracts,
notably by W. G. Williams, Mrs. Alniira
Merwin. George Martine. Mr. Coppin. J. F.
Hilland J. IJ. Johnston, of Sacramento; J.
J. Morrison, J. Morrison, Andrew Ryder,
Mr. Snyder and Mr.Treueal, of .San Fran-
cisco. The new plantations which followed
the advent of the new comers show marv-
elous growth, and the success of Loomis
as a fruit-growing section is already as-
sured. The effect of non-irrigation upon
fruit was manifested at the last State Fair.
Messrs. Morrison and Maslin made an ex-
hibit of grape?, apples and other fruits, and
also of vegetables grown by them and by
their neighbors, and which formed a part
of the Placer county exhibit. These dis-
plays contributed toward winning the
awarded prize of $200 to that county. At
tbe close of the fair the fruit was in perfect
condition, and was removed by them to
the Mechanics' Fair at San Francisco, and
there exhibited as the production gfLoomis,
grown without irrigation, and waa awarded
a prize of a silver medal and frawwi
diploma.

The hills are of gentle s!or»» ilo
-

to I.V>,
and do not wash in winter. Not many
springs abound, but soft water of a tem-
perature of 00° in the hottest days of simi-
ni°r,is found at varying depths "of from 15
to 25 feet. Inthe winter the water is nearei

the surface. The climate is about the same
in degree of heat and mid as Sacramtuto
city, while the nights, both winter and
summer, are most agreeable. Tiie elevation
(402 feet above the sea) practically exempts
the country from the winter fogs. Trie
ridge between Antelope creek and Secret
ravine may be said to be withinthe ther-
mal belt, and practically exempt from
fro3t. On the night of Aprilli«, las 4. whe:i
nearly the whole State was visited by "\u25a0 tin-
great frost." this section passed unscathed.

Transportation facilities are unsurpassed
in the State, Loomis enjoying, v.itb every
other station in Placer oounty, several side
tracks, where the shipper may load at hu
leisure. The train hours are 'favorable to

The Rec-ord-I'mox presents to-day to
the reading public an extended description
of the counties of Central and Northern
California that lie between the Coast Range
of mountains and the eastern boundary of
the State. These counties embrace that
vast and fertile section of California towaid
the settlement ol which the Northern Cali-
fornia Immigration Association has for the
past year directed its energies.

This section is destined to become the
most populous and flourishing in the State. |
Itis. therefore, important that prospective i
settlers should have reliable information of
the numerous and unsurpassed natural re-
sources ami capabilities of the several coun-
ties embraced therein, to the end that they
may select localities whose soil, cli-
inule. transpnriatii.n facilities, etc., may
suit their individual needs or fancies.

With the object in view of furnishing
tbe Accessary Information to intending
settlers, and also to invite attention to the
manifold advantages enjoyed by these
countic-s for agricultural, horticultural sad
wannfactoring purposes, and for oattle-
raisin;,-. mining and other industries, we

present the followingreview of the counties
embraced in and tributary to the great
Valleyof the Sacramento. Indoing so, we
have endeavored to avoid exaggeration,
and to lay before our readers a plain, caro- !
filler considered and accurate statement of <
the area, character of soil, climate, temper-
ature, population, educational facilities,

'

resources
—developed and undeveloped ;in \

fact, all the information that could be ob- •

tamed inregard to Central and Northern
Cafiteaia.

With the exception of a small portion of
the San Joo.jUin valley, and some of the
smaller valleys -in the Coast Range and
about the Bay of San Francisco, the sec-
tion embraced within our review consti- \
tutes the garden ofCalifornia. This section

'
is not only the greatest grain-producing
region in the Union (compared toits area),
but itis rapidly coming to the front as a
wine and fruit-producing section, the re-
sources and. possibilities of which are not
excelled by the most favored of
the world. .

The geographical line lias been drawn so I
as to embrace that half of the State the
commerce and trade of which are tributary !
to and flow through the mercantile chan-

'

nela of Sacramento. No other city nor
localityon the coast can lay just claim to
being the trade center for such an extent of
country

—
embracing as it does an area

equal to that of several entire States com-
bined

—
a land as fair as ever the sun

shone upon ;a land teeming with wealth \u25a0

that awaits only strong arms and patient
natures for its successful and complete de-
velopment. Thousands of square miles,' and
millions of acres of land, embraced within
the «<vino of country to which we refer, are
ready to yield the treasures that reward
dilligcut husbandry, and to give to Cali-
fornia a name and fame that willoutshine
ever, the brilliancy of her earlier history.

There willbe found within the pages of
this New Year's edition of the Relobd-
ITnion a number of articles demonstrating
that the soil resources of the northern sec-
tion of California aie practically unlimited.
Heretofore ithas been known chiefly as a !

gold-producing, cattle-grazing and wheat-
growing section. It not only takes the
lend in these important industries, but it
has. been demonstrated that the vast foot-
hillranges of the Sacramento valley

—
both

on the east and west
—

are the natural
homes of the olive, the orange, the lemon,
the tea-plant, all the chief marketable nuts.
etc., besides endless varieties of ordinary
fruits, berries, garden vegetables, etc. The
people are, in fact, but just awakening to
the realization of the extent and value of
the undeveloped resources of this part of
the State. The first citrus fair of
northern California is to be opened in
this city on the 11th of the present month,
and we hazard littlein prophesying that it
willbe such an exhibit

—
notwithstanding

that the date is late
—

of semi-tropical fruits |
as willastonish not only

"
the natives," but

likewise
"

the oldest inhabitant." It will
have the good cll'eet, no doubt, of inducing
many of our California

"
farmers

'
to grow

their own oranges, and lemons, and nuts,
and tea, and a whole host of articles of ne-
cessity and luxury for which they have
been in the habit of paying tribute to for-
eign countries. TJiere is hardly a farm in
central California—especially in the foothill
section— on which all, or nearly all, of the
products mentioned cannot be successfully

SACRAMENTO.

There are few .'counties in the State

wherein the arts of husbandry are main-

tained ina higher state of perfection than

inSacramento. This county lies a Hale
north of the geographical center of the
State, but is the natural railroad center of

the country north of the San Joaquin val-
ley. Her area is 1.020 square miles, and

her population in the neighborhood of4.V:
OCJ. There is very little land in the county

that is not susceptible of cultivation, as-
suming that the tule bottoms bordering on
the rivercan be reclaimed, and they doubt-
less willbe in the course of a few years; for
the soil is the richest and most produc-
tive Of any in the State. These tul<> beds, '

enriched by the accumulations of decayed
vegetation for perhaps centuries past, are
capable of wonderful results. Several crops
can be grown upon the land in the same
year. and the yield

—
whether itbe of grain,

vegetables or trr.it—is enormous. Scores
ol years "fconstant cultivation would not
materially aftei-t the yield of these tule
lands, so vast are their resources offertility.

In the earlier history of California
—

that I
is, subsequent to the discovery of gold

—
Sacramento was a mining county. All
along her foothill section, and the banks of
the American river and it» tributaries, were
placer diggings of great wealth. Sacra-
mento city was for many years sustained
chierlv by her trade with the mines, and in

\u25a0 the fooihiil section of the county were a'
number of flourishing, bustline villages
supported by the thousands of miners then
employed in washing the gold from the
soil and rocks of the various gulches.
These villages have air long since passed
away not even the walls of a cabin being
left to mark where some of them stood.
The gold-seekers, 100. are aU gone (or
nearly all), and their places taken by a few
scattering Chinamen, who are content to'
wash over the old tailings. Some placer
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claims about Folsem. however, still yield
considerable gold, and the yearly product
amounts to several hundred thousand
dollars. Instead of a mining county Sacra-
mento long ago became the seel of a great
agricultural community. Her people grow
wheat, barley, oats, hay, fruit,grapes, vege-
tables, hops, etc., inlargo quantities. Scat-
tered throughout the county an wineries,
hop-kilns. fruit-asjineries. etc.. which give
employment to a large number of men.
women and children. The

NATOMA VINKYARH IDORfHARD,
Which lies between Sacramento city and
Folsoni, is perhaps the largest in the State,
with me exception of the Stanford vino-
yard in Tehama county. When the com-
pany's present plans shall be completed it
will have a vineyard of same 4,000 acres.
Thia property is finely improved, and the
bearing vines yield immensely. During
the season several carloads of fruit and
grapes are shipped daily from Ike com-
pany's depot at Aider Creek, on the line of
the Sacramento and Placervilie Bailroad.
Ail along the i.ottom lands of the Amer-
ican river, from the foothills about Folsom
to Sacramento city, are nourishing orchard.-
uiid vineyard?, which yield handsome re-
turn* to their owners. Tbe rich alluvialI
soil bordering on the Sacramento river is
chieflydevoted to i>uit and vegetable pro-
duction, for which purposes itis very valu-
able. The limners and orchardists along
the lower Sacramento Bnd ready means of
transportation at their own doors, as small
trading ainl transportation vessels are con-
stantly plying between these localities and
San Francisco.

IIIHHIIFARMI.Mi.
Out from the riverare found grain farms,

dairies, sonic jbrchards and vineyards, and
stock farms. • Of late years much of the
bottom land ilong the rivers has betn de-
voted to hop julture, for whicu it is pecu-
liarly adaptel . The yield is uniformly
heavy. Ind«i id, Sacramento hops are pre-
ferred over thi sc ot most other sections and
command tlw highest prices in the Eastern
and European markets. While hop cul- |
ture is an un«j rtain venture, as regards the
realization ofl>igprofits, still it is an im-
portant branch of industry. Some sea-
sons, when tab crops are light in the East
mid Europe, aur growers realize immense
profits; and, jas whole or partial failures
abroad are <\u25a0 not infrequent occurrence,
California growers are thus often benefited.
Since fifteen i"nts per pound willcover the
expense of raising hoys, some idea can be
formed of th« profits realized from their
production vSien ii is stated that from
thirty cents to a dollar is sometimes re-
ceived. The 1 latter figure has. however,
been reached but once (some three years
ago), when Several Sacramento growers
were made \ ealthy from the immense
profits ret eiv< 1. The exceptional prices re-
ceived for ho] 5 in that year induced a large
number of p< psona to engage inhop grow-
ing, thus grea ly increasing the yield and
serving to kei p down prices at the present
time, the Eas crn and Kuropean crops hav-
ing been prod ictive in the meantime.

IKPCCJ CENTS TO IMMIGRANTS.
There are till quite a number of large

ranches in Sacramento county, but the
tendency of tse times is toward the divis-
ion of these ranches into small farms.
Some:mouth jago the Sacramento County
Immigration Association sent an agent out
among the owners of the larger farms, to
ascertain what the owners would do toward
segregating their acres in the interest of
immigration. The agent reported that the
amount of land thus available for smaller
purchasers was quite extended, and that it
could be had at reasonable r»tes, much of
itranging from $20 to $:J0 per acre. Among
the tracts which can thus be purchased. :S2O
acres at $25 per acre, and 320 at £S5 per
acre, are offered by A. I'luminer;4A) acres
at $25, by J. Hanlan ; several thousand
acres by Dr.Caples; J. F. Davis has about
SCO acres, which will be thus sold; G. K.
Xyc. owning 1. 01 2 acres, will next season
divide it among nine families (relatives),
who willcome from the East to occupy it.
J. F. McCaulev had 8,000 acres plotted and
ready to be sold In lots to suit purchasers.
Mr.Her would sell 107 acres. Whittaker,
I!ay and Miles, ofHalt, were considering
the subject as to selling their large tracts
near Cult. N. M.Fay. owner of the Wliit-
comb ranch, near Georgetown, consisting
ot 4 000 or 5.000 acres, wfllbreak itup into
small holdings and dispose of them to any
who desire. The report aha contained in-
formation concerning quality and product-
iveness of soil, the products which have
been grown byvarioos parties per ncre. and
other f»cis of value in connection with the
work of the Association.

rawn,
The towns Mattered throughout the

county are Foltom. Gait, Elk Grove,
Brighton, Antelope, Courtlaud and Arno.

•
Folsom and Calt have sprightly local jour-
nals—respectively, the TtUgreph and (.'«-
--\u25a0-.rtti.

A rUOI OF HOMES.
Sacramento possesses many advantages

that must commend it to persons seeking
pleasant, permanent homes. The city of
Sacramento

—
which is not only the county j

seat, but the Capital of the State —is readily
accessible from all parts of the country-.
The river localities have steamer commu-
nication daily, and railroad or stage lines
traverse the outl\ ingsections in nearly all
directions. Sacramento city is a place of
about :>O,OOO inhabitants, and is constantly
extending her area and increasing her pop-
ulation. The city is blessed with an excel-
lentpublic school system, which embraces
one ofthe best High Schools in the State,
and has beside several private institutions
oflearning. She is the possessor of the
famous E. B. Crocker ArtGallery, which
embraces a collection of paintings and
works of art that are not excelled by
any privave gallery in America. lii
connection with this gallery there has been
established an art school, under manage-
ment of the California Museum Association,-
where perseas desirous of pursuing art
studies under competent instructors nave
facilities at band equal to those to be ob-
tained in San Francisco. Here, too, are
the State Library, and the free City-
Library, and several society libraries, j
whose literary treasures are open to the
enjoyment ofall. without money and with-

'
out price. Young men or women will find
in Sacramento facilities equal to the best
elsewhere foracquiring a business or com-
mercial training, and the splendid law
library ofthe State is at the service of those
who wish to take up the .study of the law.
The great workshops and foundries of the
Southern Pacific Company and combined
lines are located here, and furnish employ-
ment for several hundred mechanics and !
laborers, many of whom are owners of
of their own homes. Indeed, it can be
said, without idle boast or exaggeration,
that ofall communities in the State, there
is none that offers more solid inducements
than Sacramento to heads of families seek-
ing'homes in which to rear and educate
their children. Sacramento is

THE ONLY CITY IN THE STATE
In which the law to prohibit public gam-
ing is enforced; and here it is rigidly car-
ried out in obedience to the willof the cit-
izens. This, of itself, is a step toward pood
government and morality that parents can-
not consider lightly. Sacramento has, itis
true, been burdened with a public debt of
some magnitude, but itis of such a nature \u25a0

that it is expected itwill shortly be com-
promised on such terms as willdispel all
anxiety on that score and cause a reduction
in the tax rate. This city is the natural
commercial center of the great Sacramento
valley, the trade of which she has main-
tsinpd nn te\ this time and of which she

Xo county in the State, possibly no sec-
tion of equal size in the Union, has a his-
tory so full of thrilling interest as that of
El Dorado. Itwas here that gold was dis-
covered, the news of which spread with
rapidity throughout the civilized world,

and caused the Argonaut to wend his way
across the trackless prairies, over the
rugged mountains, to the golden shores of
the Pacific-. With an area inextent almost
equal to that of Ithode Island, land as
arable as that along the Nile, scenery which
in point of giandeur excels that of sunny
Italy,and crystal streams with beds of gold,
it is no wonder that the pioneer thought he
had entered the Klysian Fields of the
Utopian country, and in the exuberance of
his joy named the newly-found paradise
"XlDorado." The history of Xl Dorado
county, from the discovery of gold by the
lamented Marshall at Coloina, while em-
ployed as a laborer at Slitter's mill, would
till an immense volume, so rich in point of
interest; so diversified as to characterisiics
of her cosmopolitan people; so thrilling
withepisodes ofpioneer life;so apparently
fabulous as to her yield ofgolden treasures,
that Hit greatest work of fiction would
scarcely equal or compare in interest. In
less than one year after Marshall's discov-
ery over 40,(K)0 gold-seekers were within
the borders of El Dorado county, and for
several years that followed it was the ban-
ner county of the State. The placer mines,
owing to the great number engaged in that
industry, were worked out at an earlier
date than those of adjoining counties, but
her deep gravel deposits and ricli quartz
lodes continue to yield golden treasures,
and from present appearances promise to
do so for ages to come. The western boun-
dary ofthis county, a few miles east of the
town of Kolsom. is 110 miles northeast of
San Francisco and 30 miles east of the Cap-
ital City. Itis bounded on the north by
Placer county, from which it is divided by
the MiddleFork of tbe American river. Its
eastern boundary is the State of Nevada
and Alpine, county. On the south it is
bounded by Atuador county, and on the
west by Sacramento.

ITS COCSTY SEAT.
The first county seat was the historic

town ofColoma. Inaiter years Hangtown,
or, as itsince has been named, Placerville,
became the county seat, and has since so
remained. Placerville has an altitude of
1.900 feet, is one of the most prosperous,
populous and wealthiest towns of the inte-
rior of the State. At one time, in the pio-
neer days of California, Hangtown was the
metropolis of the State— the home of the
most eminent jurists on the coast, and was
considered the Athens of California. The
euphonious sobriquet of

"
Hangtown'' was

given, as the name would indicate, by a
"neck-tie party

"
which took place at "its

first settlement. In those days life and
property were held more sacred than at
present, and he who dared to violate the
great "unwritten law" was dis[>osed of
after a hearing by a jury of his peers, and
no jail was required to take care of the in-
dividual who was convicted by such a tri-
bunal. A

"
miners' meeting," as all such

Courts were called, was conducted in a
manner which exhibited a spirit of fairness
and a disposition ofjustice that, in compa-
rison, our present Courts, and the law's de-
lay, seem a burlesque on the blind god
dess. Early In1849 such a Court assembled


