
2

SHASTA.

NEVADA.

BUTTE.

from quarters whence it was least expected,
and therefore nothing has as yet been done

'in that direction. While irrigation is nota-
j necessity in Colusa, it would certainly
prove a most effective agent toward insur-

Iing bountiful crops in years of exeer-4ve <>r
|partial drought ;and with the facilities at

band for a perfect svsteru of irrigation, eu-
| terprisc-s of this character willundoubtedly

be inaugurated ere in-my years. Colusa is
I rich in natural resources, but she, like must
i counties in northern California, must have
| population before they can be developed.

TAXABLE PROPERTY IN ls> >.

Real estate uud improvements Kl. \u25a0ll.'.'li.
1 Head of OJtlle IJSB

Xi .id *.{BMte 5,678
Head of OOgl 25,685
Head ofhorses and mules 1

~ '•
Bead at iheep ~: "'\u25a0'\u25a0
Acres iv wheat ilI.DW

; Aenstß barley
!Aero in vinvs SB
: Pounds ot papetsekl
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readily get employment at from $20 to $40
per month, but as a rul<i they are soon
sought in marriage by the well-to-do and
lonely bachelors who so largely predomin-
ate. A lady writing from that women's
paradise, remarks that

"
it is impossible to

estimate the masculine sweetness that is
going to waste on the desert air of Las-en.

TAXABLE WEALTH IN ISSS.
Real estate and improvement.- 11,908,96
Bead ol eatOe (evidently an error] 16.,i(.s
Head Of BMIS 1.61V1
Head of hogs 2JICI
Head ofliubu and mules 7,789
lleail ol sheep 26,743
Acres in wh*-at y.T.V.
Acres inbarley U,M6
Acres inoats 2,786
Tons of bay ,v 1

bles of a temperate climate aiso srow luxu-
riantly, and of the tinest quality. The
mountain meadows and hills also produce
the most nutritions grasses for cattle, horses
and sheep, while all the various :v
and gulches are-well adapted for gardening
and vine-growing by their shelter among
the hills.

The market, however, is very limited.
being confined to home consumption, as it
does not pay to haul over mountain romls
to the railroad.

Stock-raising i« a leading industry, bring-
ing great wealth from the great namber of
cattle and large amount of wool shipped
olf each year. Dairying also bri]
much wealth, for here an produced
thiest butter and cheese to be found on tne
coast, great quantities of which are(hipped
to San Francisco everywinter.

THE MINING INTERESTS
Are varied and very extensive, forming the
richest mining district in northern Cali-
fornia, and consi.-t of quartz, river, creek,
bank anc" high gnleh claims, giving em-
ployment (o a large number of people.
Quartz mines abound along the Southern
boundary ofthe county, adjoining the New
River district of Trinity county; also, on
Salmon river, further "north, and all its
tributaries, in which the noted Black Bear
and Klamath mines have each a•'>:.' stamp
mill. On Scott river—from ita junction at
the Klamath to the mountains adjoining
the Shasta and Trinity boundary —

good
quartz, placer, bank anil hydraulic mines
exist ; also on Adams creek, Indian creek,
Cherry creek and Dead wood, north ofScott
valley. In the vicinity of Yreka[iiarfzmines exist in the Humbug range,
which is a continuation of the Salmon
range, and continues to Cottoawood and
Sisbyou mountains, several good ledges
being located at Cotton wood. The Kla-
mith river, about 15 to 1(! miles north of
this place, is also mined nearly its irhcie
length in this county by means of wiug-
dains, with current wheels to work the
derricks, pomps, electric lights, etc., while
huge dip-wheels raise water for the sluices.
In all these districts along the southern
and western line of the county all other
kinds of mining are carried on extensively.
Besides the gold mines there are cinnabar.
iron,COB] and other mines; also quarries
of superior marble, stone, onyx,etc.

EXTENSIVE FORESTS OK THdIIER
of all kinds, principally sugar pine. lir.
white and yellow pine, cedar, white and
black oak, etc., exist in the valleys and on
the mountains.

THE TOWNS.
Yreka is the county seat and the largest

town in the county, while next in order
are Fort Jones. Etna am! Calluhan's. in
Scott valley ;Sawyer's Car, on Salmon
river; Scott Bar, on Scott river; Oak Bar,
Honolulu and Henley, on K'amath river:
Little Shasta and Kdgewood, in Shasta
valley; Berryvale, in Strawberry valley,
at the base of Mount Shasta, a noted sum-
mer resort.

MINERAL WATERS.
The county abounds in numerous min-

eral springs, the most noted being the
Shovel Creek Springs, where rheumatics
are cured ;and Soda Springs, on the Sacra-
mento, similarto the lamed Congress water
of Saratoga, New York.

SETLLING IP.

The near approach of the railroad has
been increasing the population by new-
comers from elsewhere; and when the
road is finished we anticipate an immense
immigration to settle up that Sjiarsely-
seUleil county, which is very large, and yet
does not contain more than 10,000 popula-
tion.

TAXABLE WEALTH IK 1885.
Real estate and improvements $4,067,0^1
Personal property tT,7DS,Q9
Head of caitle 21,970
Head of coats 1,800
Head of hogs 5,260
Head of horses 6.75?
Head of mules .:

_
670

Head of sheep 59,390
Acres in wheat

_
10,100

Acres inbarley 6,000
Acres In oats 3,500
Acres incorn 150
Miles of mining ditches 250

TBINITY.

This county properly belongs to the class
whose trade is directly tributary to the
Sacramento valley. It adjoins Humboldt
on the west, but draws ita supplies chiefly
through the railroad system that penetrates
Shasta on the east. Its area in square
miles is 2,625, and ita acreage is 1,680,000.
The population in 1880 was a little upward
of 5,000, which has since been increased
somewhat. Trinity has been something of
a mining county in the past, and ita pres-
ent annual yield of gold is about $400,000.
Itis chiefly devoted to grazing, although
there is

CONSIDERABLE AGRICULTURE
Carried on in the valleys. The. com: tv is
mountainous, generally speaking, but lias
many fertile spots capable of sustaining a
considerably increased population. The
scenery of Trinity is bold and grand, and
tourists find it a delightful region to visit
in the summer months. The county-seat
is Weaverville. a picturesque town of
some 12,0«ki inhabitant*. Trinity possesses a
healthful climate, and its people are an en-
terprising, hospitable class.

TAXAKLi: WEALTH IK 1885.
Real estate ami improvements 51.125.070
Head ofcattle 1,049
Head of hog? 1,100
Head ofhorses and mules 1,303
Head ofsheep BG,i:»5
Acres in wheat W7
Acres inoats 63

MODOC.

This is one of the northernmost couniies
in California. It is bounded on the north
and cast by the States of Oregon and Xe-
vada, on the south by Lassen, and on the
west by Siskivou. Much that is said else-
where in relation to Lassen county applies
nlso to Modoc. \u25a0 Like the latter, its devel-
opment haS been retarded by the lack of
railroad facilities, but in due course of time
there willdoubtless be one or more lines of
railroad penetrating -Modoc and Lessen and
opening u\< thai section, now so fullof un-
deretopsd natural reeonrces. The winters
in Modoc, owing to its high altitude and
distance from the warm breezes of the Pa-
cificocean, are more rigorous than in Las-
sen. but even there the snow season is of
short deration. Itis rareljthat more than
one or two weeks of sleighing can be en-
joyed in a season, and live stock run at
large with littleprotection during the win-
ter months. Grazing is

THK CUIF.K INDUSTRY
In the county. There are 5,.r>o<) square miles
of territory within its borders, and the pop-
ulation is about (i.OOO. Within the past
year a goo llynumber of immigrants have
settled in Modoc, Mid the tide willincrease
each year in the future. The people there
are contented and happy. Their wants are
few, and are easily supplied, the soil yield-
iu«» abundantly wherever properly culti-
vated. The Modoc country is well watered,
and the hills and valleys afford the finest
pasturage for stock. The summers are

—*
long and cool, compared to those of the
middle counties, and all kinds of live stock
thrive well.

WHAT MAY BE A'CiMI'LIHIIEU.
The early settlers have, it is said, all be-

e IBM wealthy, or comparatively so. As an
evidence of what can be accomplished in
that section by push ami energy, coupled
with business tact, may l>e mentioned the
experience of a couple of young men who
went there some years ago, as related by a
correspondent of this pwicir "In1.5«5 two
young men met at lied Bluff,scraped to-
gether nearly $i,OX) and began merchan-
dising at Cedarville. One has led a life of
strict integrity, SO far as known. One took
to iwditicsand was sent to the Legislature,
but afterwards reformed and became aa
honest as usual, and both enjoyed the en-
tire confidence of the community. In fif-
teen years they put their mercantile busi-
nessin other liands and retired to the more

the firm name. Cressler & Bonner, is as
good as the greenbacks."

A SIMMEE RIWORT.
The chief towns are Alturas, Adin, Ka-

gleville, J,ake City and Odarrflle. They
are allprogressive, busy communities, with
churches' and school-houses adequate to the
demands of the people. Modoc is a de-
lightful section to visit in summer. In
Warm Spring valley are mineral springs
the water of which willboil eggs in three
minutes, and this at an altitude of nearly
0,000 feet. As before stated, tbe summers
are cool and prolonged, the scenery rugged
and grand. Thus a delightful summer r«-
sort is offered for those who, having a taste
for the beauties of nature, aicso seek to
evade the heat of tbe valleys in miii.-um-
mer and secure a Jew weeks' rest from
business cares.

TAXABLEWEALTH IN188ii.
Real estate and improvements

_
52,602,7&7

Head of cattle - „ i:,047
Head of coats 880Head of hogs 5,44*
Head of horaesand mules 7/iti
Head of sheep... _„ „... ja,73«
Acre*In wheat U,770 «
Acre*InUzter.

—..„ _
32.431 a

traverses the county north to south on the
east side of the Sacramento river as far
north as Tehama City. Atthis point it
CRMMB to the treat side and connects with
the California Northern which runs on that
side of the river. Every town in the coun-
ty, of any importance, has either rail or
stage communication.

CHIEF TOWNS.
Red Bluff is the county seat, and is the

largest town in the county.*:It is at the
head of navigation on the Sacramenui. on
the west side of which it is located, it is
ISS miles north of Sacramento, and has an
elevation of more than 300 feet above the
sc.i level. Itis an incorporated town, with
a population of upward of 4.000. It-is an
enterprising community, and does a> large
trade withthe northern section! In addi-
tion to tlie facilities afforded for education
by tlie regular district schools, a higher
course may be pursued at the Red Bluff
Academy, which,a.s an institution oflearn-
ing, is a credit to the town. The streets
are wide and beautifully shaded; the resi-
dences are large and substantial. Among
the public buildings are alarge Court-house
with handsome grounds, the Good Tem-
plars' Opera Hall, the Odd Fellows' block,
and the Masonic building. The press is
well represented, and both daily and week-
ly papers are published. It baa factories
and mills, gas works and water works,
marble yards, banks, wagon and carriage
factories, etc.

The second town in size and importance
is Tehama, situated about twelve miles
south of Red Bluff. It is a place of steady
growth, add has many local advantages.

The other towns are Vina, Sesna, Corn-
ing and i'askenta, all of which are situated
it) tlie midst of rich agricultural districts.

<;OVERXMENT I.ANI'.
A pamphlet issued not long since by the

California Immigration Association "says,
referring to Government lands in Teh&ma :"In this c.unity Utsoamda of acres ofGoy-
ernment hind awaits tin- new comer. Un-
improved lands can he bought at from jv'i
to \u25a0*_'>> ::!iacre, and improved l'aims at from$20 to jtu. Fruit-growing and grape-
culturc are in their infancy, but suflicient
has been done to demonstrate that excel-
lent fruit can be grown. One of the lead-
ing canning houses of the Pacific coast
purchases its fruit here on account of its
superior llavor. Wheat six feet high, yield-
ing twenty-live bushels per acre, has been
grown on land plowed but once."

workings of which have not yielded satis-
factory returns. In that district, some
fifteen or twenty years ago, a large town
sprung up in almost a day, because of the
mining excitement, and the town withered
as quickly because of a faiiure to work the
refractory ores.

THE i.RAVEL SE'TION.
The greatgoldgravel region of the county

is in the townships of Bridgeport, Bloom-
'

field, Kureka, Little York aud Washing- I
ton. These are of immense extent and
incalculable richness. These beds were
worked by the hydraulic process for the
most part, and enormous values ofgold were
annually washed out of them. There are
some gravel mines in N'evaiia, lira-.-: Valley
and Bough and Ready townships, but they
are not extensive

—
excepting at Mooney

Wat, in Rough and Ready, wticre is the
extension of the famous gravel leads Of
Timbncuj'v Smnrtsvilla and Sucker l-"hit.
Allthese gra\e! mines are now under the
ban of the Imp, so far as working tbstn by
the hydraulic process is concerned. The
hydranlicfciaa curries too much debris into
the rivers and to the valley lands to be al-
lowed to continue. Some of these rich
gravel dep sits can probably be worked by

1 drifting, to which method "there can be no
objection.

In the western part of Nevada county
there are extensive deposits of copper ;at
Spfnceville, fur instance, suoosssfui copper
mining is carried on. In the western part
of the county are found iron and lime-
stone in gieat abundance. The

PRINCIPAL WATER (OI'RSFS

Of the county are Bear river on the south
boundary, the south Yuba running through
near the middle line of the county, the
middle Yuba at the northern boundary
and Deer creek in the middlepntion. All,
?hen« streams have their sources at or near
the summit of the Sierra and run to the
west. Knitu them some 2'JO ditches Ot
canals takunhe water and distribute itover
all the lo»fr part of the county, thus mak-
ing cheap 'power for driving machinery
am1 an eoundant ixrigatiim. The water
supply fcr these ditches is assisted by
numerous lakes and reservoirs near the
summit. •

the nna mjh

Of the Cf4n:y is covered with snow more
than hall' of the year, and is therefore not
well ada)4cd to cultivation ;it is well lim-
bered, however, and the manufacture of
lumber is one of the most important in-
dustries of that part of the county. The
grazing land in this mountainous region is
excelleut, and affords pasture, during the
summer, months, to. thousands of cattle
which arc yearly taken up from the great
valleys below.

THE CLIMATK.
. The altitude of Nevada county, varying

as it doss from a few feet to H.OOO feetftbove
the levi of the sea, must necessarily give
rise to a great variety of climate. Such is
the cafe. While in the western portion of
the comity frost is of very rare occurrence,
at the of the Sierras

—
at Meadow Lake,

fvr instance
—scarcely a night passes witli-

out at least a white frost. It snows but
rarely Jielovv Ilough-and-Ueady, and at an
altitivje of 2.500 feet the fall of snow is
light, or lies but a few days on the ground ;
but oa the summit snow is often seen from
riftee.i to twenty feet deep. The winters
are not as cold by far as in the same lati-
tude on the eastern side of the continent.
The rainfall, however, is much heavier
than in the valley regions of the State. At
Nevada City, the county seat, altitude 2,500
feet, the average rainfall is 52 inches. The
climate of the greater part of Nevada coun-
ty is pleasant and equable. The summer
days, with but very few exceptions, are
warm and sunshiny, especially during June
and July, while the nights are delightfully
cool and refreshing. The winters are not
severe, except at the highest altitudes.

KRUIT CROPS.

In the production of fruits, of the very
best kind tbat belong to the temperarc
zone, a portion of Nevada county cannot
be excelled. The fruitregion is in all Grass
Valley, Rough and Ready townships, and
in western portions of Nevada, Bridgeport
and Little York townships. These fruit
crops are a certainty every year, and the
excellence of the production insures the
highest prices in the market. Inthe higher
altitudes the apple can be produced in un-
limited quantities, and of unsurpassed ex-
cellence in all respects. The fruit capaci-
ties of Nevada county ought to give it,and
can give it,a population more than three
times that of the present. In the less alti-
tudes, and in the western part of the conn ty,
fanning is extensively curried on, and
there is not a grain or "grass known to the
temperate latitudes but can be profitably
grown.

The vine flourishes in the loweraltitudes,
and good wines have been made from
grapes grown at the altitude of 2,500 feet.
There are but four or five wine cellars in
the county, and the grape industry, though
promising in results, has not been demon-
strated to be a great success.

HOMK ADVANTAOES.

The county is wellsupplied withschools
and churches. Every neighborhood has
its school-house, and in the smaller places
these houses are used for public worship.
In the larger towns the school-houses and
churches are separate. The county has
three daily, one tri-weekly, one seiui-
weckly, two weekly newspapers and one
monthly newspaper.

KAILROAI)LINES.

The center of the county is reached by
the Nevada County Narrow-Gauge Rail-
road. This road runs from Colfax, oil the
Central Pacific, to Grass Valley and Ne-
vada City, a distance of about twenty-four
miles. From the two towns named five
wagon roads run to all parts of the county.

Boate of these roads are splendid results of
engineering skill in the matter of passing,
by easy grades, over sharp and high ridges.
The scenery on these roads is unsurpassed
on the coast.

TAXABLE WEALTH IN 18.55.
Reiil estate and improvements J"i.2l"p.7J."i
IPersonal property t1,2«^40
Mining claims (Included übove) 1872,485
Miles <if miningditches 6«3
Hend of cattle MR
Head or coats 2,310
Head nf hogs IM
Head of bonet and mules \u25a0.i.i'iii:'.
Head of sheep 2,(i4y
Bushelsof charcoal lo.non
An.- inhMV 6.SJB
Acres in vines 190
Tomol giapei per sere
Qaßonsof wine nmde UN•

\u25a0rapes sold for market itt>s vi,ti«i

SIERICA.

This is one of the oldest mining counties
in the State. Itis bounded on the north
by Plumas, south by Nevada, east by the
State line, and west by Yuba. Itis a moun-
tainous section, interspersed liberally with
small and fertile valleys. Of late years

i these valleys have been placed under culti-
vation, and now contain numbers of farm-
ers, who raise considerable quantities of
hay, grain and garden produce, which find
a ready home market. The eastern portion
of the" county has an average elevation of
some 4,000 feet, some of the higher peaks
rising to from 0,000 to 8,000 feet. In winter
the people are obliged to do their traveling
mostly on snow-shoes. Situated among
the mountains in the eastern part of the
county is Sierra Valley. This valley is al-
most completely hemmed in by mountains,
and is some twenty miles long, by ten in
width. The soil is exceedingly fertile and
most of itis cultivated annually. The val-

j ley is about thirty miles north of Truckee,
Iand eighteen miles northeast of Downie-

ville.
SOIL, TIMBER ASD WATER.

In the valleys and on the plateaus the
soil is a deep loam. The western part of

j the county is watered by the headwaters of
j the Yuba river and its tributaries, and a
| number of smaller streams supply the east-
j crn portion. Springs are numerous inalj

! directions, and good well water is found at
a depth of from- ten to fifty feet. Gold
Lake, on the western sloDe, is the source

|of the middle fork of the Feather
river. The lake is four miles long,
and two in width. In the eastern
halfof the county are several picturesque
mountain lakes, chief among them
being Independence and Weber. These
are delightful places of resort in the Sum-
mer, and are visited by large numbers of
tourists aud pleasure-seekers. Their waters
are clear as crystal and filled with trout.
Summer hotels arc maintained at these re-
sorts, whose attractions are becoming
widely known. Sierra is a heavily-wooded
county, the timber consisting mainly of
sugar and yellow pine, fir, cedar, spruce,
and wildplum. Lumbering is an import-
anfindustry.

MINERAL RESOURCES.

The chief iiwlwHi» of **.uiumj 1—liv.ii
niir.ir.i Millions of dollars have been
taken from ihe hills and mountains
in Sieira county, and there are yet
mines , that yield well. As late
as I*o the annual gold product
of Sierra county was in round
figures >bout $1,000,000. Itis claimed that
the an< rat river-channels, now covered by
mountains ofvolcanic lava, contain untold
niilliona in gold deposits, but as the hy-
draulic system ofmining has been adjudged
illegal tiidifficult to understand bow
these c iriver-beds can be made to yield
up the rich*.

There are scattered throughout the coun-
ty rich slate and marble quarries, and iron
and other ores, which, it is expected, will
some day be of considerable value.

ISiUm IHS RAILROAI':-.
Sierra is likely to have railroad facilities

in a few years, in which case her prospects
willbrighten materially. The Nevada and
Oregon narrow-gauge line, which starts
from Keu.i, has been constructed as far as
sierra, and will no doubt yet find its
way through Sierra valley. In the mean-
time, all the important towns have stage
connections.

SKTTI.KMKNT- AND LANDS.
From Sierraville to Beckwor'h's, a dis-

tance of about twenty-five miles by road,
but live miles wrinss. aud --kirtim; the west
side of Sierra valley, are found a double
row of enterprising and thrifty pioneer
settlements

—
one lyingalongaud close tothe

foothills, the other along the swamp land,
at varying distances of from one to four
miles. The intervening space is B vast
"common" of rich, but unimproved and
uncultivated land, having a natural growth
of buffalo grass. Land is for sale at prices
ranging from (2 50 to |3S an acre. Some
200,000 acres of <ioverninent land in
the heavily-timbered mountains, and on
the open plateau, are still subject to settle-
ment under the homestead and pre-emp-
tion laws

PKIXCII'ALTOWNS.
The county seat is Downieville. which

was located as early as 1549, and wlmse
eai-ly history forms a very important part of
the annals of California. Itwas at one time
the center of trade for the richest gravel
mines. Itis situated on both sides of the
Yuba river, and lies iv a deep canyon,
picturesquely inclosed on all sides" by
mountains fully 2.000 feet high. The pop-
olation is about li7">. Itis reached by Stags
from Marysville, on the Oregon branch of
the Central I'acific Railroad, distant 07
miles, or from Nevada City, in Nevada
county, the terminus ofthe Nevada Central
Railroad, distant 40 miles. There is a
bank, good business houses, lodges, churches
and fraternal societies.

Sierra City is 12 miles east of Downie-
ville, and has a population ofabout 42ft. It
is the center of an important mining sec-
tion. Many rich gravel mines are in this
vicinity, which, with the several lumber
camps and sawmills, give a lively appear-
ance.

Sierra Valley, an agricultural town, is IS
miles northeast of Sierra (Sly, and has a
population of 400.

Forest City is 7 miles south of Downie-
ville,and 50 miles by stage from Marys-
ville, and has a population of(i2o. Altitude
4,500 feet. The Bald Mountain and Bald
Mountain Kxtension mines, located here,
have yielded over $2,000,000.

TEHAMA.

Lying north of Colusit and Butte, south
of Shasta, and extending across the Sacra-
mento valley from Plumas on the east to
Mendocino on the west. Its area is .'J,IL'")
square miles, embracing 2,000 000 acres of
land. Tehama has been distinguished as
one of the leading wheat-growing counties
of tho State, but it has also a variety of
important industries. It embraces both
valley and foothill lands, each section
ranking high in point offertility. That it is
a county which offers superior induce-
ments to immigrants is shown by the fact
that but about 150,000 of its 2,000,000 acres
is cultivated annually. Of course agricult-
ure has been chiefly confined to the valley
section, along the Sacramento, where
transportation facilities have thus been
best. Farming, or rather wheat-growing,
is conducted on the same extensive scale
that prevails in Colusa and a few other
counties.

The lands of Tehama are thus divided :
Valley lands, 170,000 acres ; lower foot-
hills,1,280,000; higher ftothillsand Sierra
Nevada, 270,000 ;Coast Range mountains,
240.000 acres.

There are several small valleys in Uic
western portion of the county. Between
the higher ranges of mountains and the
valleys proper lies the foothill region. East
of the Sacramento river, in the northern
part oi the county, the valley is narrow,
widening out below Red Bluff into a
broad expanse of valley land.

WATKIt COURSES.
There are several streams of water cours-

ing through the county iv addition to the
Sacramento river. The North Fork of
Cottonwood creek forms a part of the
boundary line between Teliainu and Shasta
county, and is a splendid stream of living
water The South and Cold forks
of Cottonwood creek, Red Bank
and others which rise in the Shasta mount-
ains, and which How northeasterly into the
Cottonwood, or southeasterly into the
Sacramonto. are dry for several months in
the year

—during midsummer. Battle, Dry,
Antelope, Paynes, Mill,Deer, Chico. Butte
and other creeks rise in the Sierra and
drain the eastern portion of the county.
These are all living streams. Good well
water is obtainable most places at depths
varying from 20 to 40 feet.

CLIMATE.
The climate of Tehama county compares

favorably with that of any portion of the
State. For about three months in summer
the weather in the valley ;uid lower foot-
hills becomes quite hot at times, while in
the higher altitudes itremains cool and de-
lightful. The winters are mild in the for-
mer localities, but severe in the mountains.
The rainfall begins often as f-arly as Sep-
tember, and continues until May, the aver-
age fallbeing about 2o inches.

TIMBER.
The lumber business has been in the

past an important industry in Tebama.
The mountain sections oi the county
abound in splendid forests of pine, firand
oak. Until within a very few years tho
lumber business employed more men than
any other in that county, but such is not
now the case. The timber is floated down
from the hi' sin streams and flumes. One
company alone has, or did have, a Hume
fortymiles in length through which up-
ward of110.000 feet ot lumber per day cmId
be floated down from the mills to Chico.
The mills ofTehama county have turned
out as high as 40,000,000 feet of lumber per
yeiir.

AOUUII.TVHAL RESOLTCES.
The great fertilityof s"ii and natural re-

sources of Tehamn county are now attract-
ing much attention from immigration
societies and newly-arrived persons in
search ol places to locate for the remainder
of their lives. The rich valley kinds of the
county yield abundantly of all kinds of
grain, and oven fruit, while the foothills
have been found toMespecially adapted
to fruit and grape culture. The hardier
fruits have been successfully grown at an
elevation of more than "i.OOO feet. As a
rule, irrigation is not cssentral to success in
horticulture, although ifdesired an abund-
ance of water can be had for that purpose,
the foothillsection being well supplied with
ditches formerly ustd for mining. The soil
of the valley generally is a reddish loam,
while in the immediate vicinity of the river
there is a strip of unusually rich bot-
tom loam. In the months of May
or June, to the eye of the trav-
eler is presented a beautiful sight in
thi3 portion of the Sacramento valley. He
sees before him an unbroken expanse of
level land, some 40 miles long by 2.1 wide,
covered with waving grain just putting on
itsgolden hue. No person can witness this
spectacle without being impressed with the
fact that a section of country capable of
producing so bountifully of breadstuff's has
:i_tiat and prosperous future before it. On
the west side of the valley the foothillsare
better adapted Mfruit culture than on the
east side. The soil is a light, reddish, grav-
elly loam. In every case where experi-
ments have been tried in fruitculture the
venture has proved a success. These foot-
hill lands have a light growth of nianza-
nita, chaparral, etc., and are cleared with-
out great expense or labor.

viticulti:re.
The recent venture of Senator Stanford,

in establishing his great vineyard, compris-
ing several thousand acres, in the vicinity
of the town ofVina, has greatly stimulated
the grape-growing industry in Tehama.
The prospect is that, as years roll by and
the county becomes more thickly settled,
grape-growing in that section willbecome
one of the leading industries.

THE WOOL PRODUCT.
The mountain and hill sections of Te-

hama have heretofore been largely devoted
%c th<- sheep industry, and the wool product
of the county has been enormous. Owing
to the fact that assessments for taxable pur-
!>oses are now made throughout the State-
on the first Monday inMarch -of each year,
wool, like capita!, seems to have
fiuinil lumpnifthrr? nf "viim Thu re-

turns of the Assessor
"

for 1885 report no
wool on hand on the first Monday in
March, although it is a well-known fact
that Red Bios' is the most prominent wool
market in the State outside San Francisco.
Itis too early, on the date mentioned, tor
the spring clip to be on hand, and tbut ol
the preceding tall seeni3 tobe usually dis-
posed of long prior thereto. Itis estima-
ted, however, that the average yearly out-
put of wool in Tehama county is some-
thing like2,000,000 pounds.

Lira or num.
t The CahMfcL«Bfl. Oregon Ba:lro*.l

Shasta county, situated at and compris-
ing the head of the Sacramento valley, is
one of the largest and most sparsely-settled
counties of the State. Since the days of
'\u25a04!) ami '60 it bus boon famous for the ricb-
ness of its placer mines, and the amount
of wealth in gold taken from its streams,
gulches, and Hats is inestimable. With the
decline of its placers, the great resource-
of its mineral wealth itinumerous and ex-
tensive deposits of precious metals in
ledges and lodes began to attract the atten-
tion and arc imv. rapidly engaging the de-
votion of capital and industry. Notable
among latter discoveries is

IRON .MOI NT.UN.

Which in reality is a mountain of silver,
gold and copper-bearing ore, situate. lSeven
miles north from the town of Shasta, the
count}' seat. The estimates of the value of
the Iron Mountain mine, made by mining
experts and by cautious and careful assay-
ists, are simply fabulous. The discoverers,
Mcssers. Camden & Magee, sold a portion
of the claim in an undeveloped condition
for t150.006 during the past year. The
purchasers have a force of one hundred
men at work preparing fer operations on \u25a0
Unv scale and erecting and placing mills
and machinery. There are numerous
other mines of known importance and
richness, but capitalists have learned the
necessity of careful procedure and cautious
investment, and developments that require,
in most cases, heavy outlays and expendi-
tures are slowly promulgated

—
none the

less surely. There is good reason to believe
that ina few years this county willlead
all others in mineral production.

a woed to Mimamil uam
With an area as large as that of some of

the smaller States, the resources of the
county are not comprised in its mineral
deposits. Although for the greater part
mountainous, ithas thousands of acres of
valley and bottom lands, a large portion of
which is under prosperous and thrifty cul-
tivation. Some of the best and largest
tracts of such land are, of course, occupied,
but there are many ample parcels in vari-
ous nooks and mountain valleys, that net d
only a fair outlay of time an Ilabor, by
men of proper enemy and thrift, to trans-
form them into homes that should content
and make happy the proudest ol mankind.
Here, as elsewhere over the world, homes
are not made in a season or a year, hut
patience, energy and industry are offered
no surer reward, go where they may.

TIIEUE a NO lIKTTKR CLIMATE

More healthful, pleasant or pictu »que
section, and yet in its infancy in co pari-
son with the thickly-settled portions f the
State. Ithas territory and means o sup-
port for ten times its present populat in.

The California and Oregon Kailro 1, re-
cently extended through the county, takes
accessible a section delightful for si amir
resort, and offers primal induceme ts to
tourists and sportsmen. The territo t tra-
versed by the railroad, up the winding; Sac-
ramento almost to its source, is gn id in
rugged scenery, delightful in summ \ un-
der the white dome of Mount Shn ta—a
land of evergreen hills, glistening eaks,
little valleys and tumbling, ice-cold trout
streams.

THE TOWNS
Of the county are small and have been
often described, and speak for theiut elves
through local newspapers, of which! there
are seven in the county.

This sketch is directed more especially to
the attention of mining capitalists nd to
searchers for homes": but, in the lattej case,
to people prepared to exercise a fair eeree
ofpatience, industry and economy, a dnot
to those expecting rich returns in i few
months ora year from faint-hearted forts.

FUTURE PROSPECTS.

The one thing needed toinsure the uture
growth and development of Shasta aed the
country north ol there, is thecomple on of
the railroad to the Oregon line. An I,not-
withstanding the opposition ofa cli ue of
malcontents who happen to contrf 1 the
organization ofone of the political parties
in the State, and who are strenoust' urg-
ing Congress to forfeit the railroad land
grant, there is reason to hope that the lat-
ter body will keep its faith with the people
ofthe northern section of the State and
place no impediment in the way of the
company which desires to extend the road.
This line completed, the tide of immigra-
tion, which has for the past two years been
setting in that direction, willincrease until
the northern county shall be filled with
happy and prosperous homes. The pres-
ent terminus of the railroad is at Delta,
some twenty miles north of Redding, al-
though considerable work has been done
beyond that point in the way of tunneling,
grading, etc.

WATKR SUPPLY.
Shasta is one of the best watered counties

in the State, the annual rainfall being
nearly 40 inches. Throughout the county
are many streams of unfailing water sup-
ply, principal among them being the Sac-
ramento river, which Hows through the
county from north to south. Besides this
can be named Pitt and McCloud rivers —
two of the boldest and most picturesque
streams in the world, slong the courses of
which is scenery ot the grandest descrip-
tion

—the Cow creeks. Montgomery creeks.
Hazel creek and many other smaller
streams.

TAXABLE WEALTH IX 1885.
Real estate and improvement? 4B,<tD9 -I
l'er.-onal property 1,210,612
Head of cattle \i;.t<-
Head of hoss io.uoo
Head ofgoats :.. MB
Head of horses 14,987
Head of mules 2W
Head of sheep 25.296
Acres in wheat 0,745
Acres inbarley :i,.">:;i
At res in oats :S,X2O
Acres iv clover anil timothy 175
Acres invIDM 1.50
Value of railroad property fISO.'KiO

SISKIYOU.

This county is one of the northern tier,

at the California uiiiiOregon boundary, be-
tween M.idoc and Del Xorte counties, its
northern boundary joining Shasta, Trinity
ami Humholdt. Itcontains a large area of
farming, mining, desert, swamp, grazing
and timber lands. The mining district
comprises the wes'ern and southern sec-
tions; the agricultural is mainly in the
enter, and the grazing lands are mostly
along the Oregon border, where, in the
course of time, they willbe converted into
larnis or fenced pxstures.

WATER COURSES.
The principal river is the Klamuth,

•which runs from the Klamath Lakes, at
the Oregon boundary, across the country
and down through portions of Del 'Sort*
and Humboldt counties, its watershed ex-
tending from Mount .Shasta and the Trinity
Kange, on the ea*t. and th« Siskiyou ami
Coast Ranges on the west, into which flows
the Shasta, Scott. Trinity and Salmon
rivers, on the east side, and numerous
smaller tributaries from both sides. The
Sacramento river also rises in the south-
eastern portion of this county, near the
headwaters of the Trinity, Scott and Shasta
|rivers. Most of '.he McCloud river, a trib-
jutary of the irueramento, is also in thi.,

!county. At the Oregon boundary Little
Klamath Lake, some twenty miles in
length, is mostly in this county, conreete4
by Link river with Big Klamath IJie, in
IOregon, which is over forty miles lols.

The Oregon Legislature unanimously
iadopted a resolution asifim; Congfcss to
Ibuild a lock for navigation betweS both
|lakes and Klamath river to the Calfornia
line, bringing all of eastern Oregnnfnearer
to the railroad now building towad this
country.

CLIMATE,ETC.

The winter is mild,with bir litie frost,
and the high altitude renders ITir liimwtil
delightful, withcool and pleasant evenings.
The average teim>erature in winttrla about
40°, and in summer about Go3!Siski-
you seldom has more than? a few
incb.es of snow in the valleys which
mi-It* away in a day or two ; but
tbe high mountains are coveifd with
considerable snow, toafford a gold foun-
tain for summer benefit in supflying an
abundance of water for mining and agri-
cultural purposes.

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCE*

Good crops of cereals are sure finery sea-
son on both high and bottom And, with
late spring rains and occasional summer
showers, which render irrigation unneces-
sary during most years. Fruit slid vegeta-

acre. The cost of purchasing, fencing,
plowing and planting a twenty- five-acre
vineyard, including a $750 bouse, would
not exceed $2,000. The third year |in the
Meantime the owner can make a living
with a pair of good horses by occasionally
working for his neighbors) the vineyard
will ordinarily return a gross income of

*-fl,ooo, and the fourth year willgive a re-
turn of iJ.OOO or more. Land thus im-
proved willhave a value of from $+X> to
$500 per acre, according to its proximity to
market. These facts apply with equa) force
•\u25a0) a verylarge section of the Sacramento
valley foothill section. There ia a large
winery and fruit ca'inery at Marysvilie.
where grape-growers and orcharrlUts can
readily find sale for their products.

STO'.-K-UAIMNU.

Considerable attention id also paid to the
InMuling and raisii:-' Of line hones, rattle
and sheep in the foothfll section of Yuba,
for which industry itis well adapted.

lil'll.lilN'. MATEUIAL
Is as cheap in Yuba as anywhere in the
interior of the State. Bricksj^e made in
large quantities, the hills abo^rTid in lime
quarries and the local forests and mills sup-
ply the best oflumber. Theroadi through-
out the county arc good, and the rates of
freighting by wagons very reasonable.

Tr.AX.-TORTATIOX.

The California and Oregon Railroad
passes through the southwestern portion of
the county, on which line there are four
depots withina space of twenty-five miles.
The California Northern Railway runs
fromMarysville to Oroville, Butte county,
which is a great advantage to the section
hetwecrf lthese points. It is expected that
this ruad will ultimately be extended
ninthcast ward into the Plumas :imt Lassen
country. The facilities for river transpor-
tation are excellent and the ratas low. A
line of steamers and hur/es >- maintained
by local capitalists b»'twecn Marysfiiie and
J>an Knmcisco throughout the yeas.

i.'> \lumusnuM.
Considerable progress has been made by

manufactories i:i Yuba. There are foun-
dries and machine shops, wugoa and fur-
niture factories, one of the largest flouring
mills in the State, etc.. while tboi mercan-
tile trade of the city ofMarys viU|amounts
to some $10,000,000 per year, there are
seven] banking bouses in the c<funty, and
the rates of interest are as low ah-anywhere
in the State.

si'HOOl.-', ETC.

The county "is well supplied with schools
and etlicient teachers. The pcO')leof Yuba—

as of most California communities- take
a deep interest in the welfareof the public
schools. The course of study in the Marys-
ville schools embraces the titling of pupils
for the State I'niversity. The several re-
ligious denominations are wellrepresented
throughout the county. Murytville alone
having seven church edifices, f

THE PRINCIPAL TOWFS
In Yuba are: Marysville 'the county seat),
W'heatlaui and Oomptonville.
The former ias a population ofabout 5.000,
ami support; two daily papers-— the A/ini-ul
and Demon 1. The former i| one of the
oldest joun ils in the State. The Graphic
is the naiu of an excellent Weekly pub-
lished at \V icatland.

T XABLF. WEALTH INViSS.
Real estate ( 1improvements tS^6S9^JET
Headofeatt '\u0084- 7,938
Head of hog „ 6,701
Head of nor ;s 1,5:16
Hvndofmu J6l
Headofshel ) sti,fi74
Miles of wa ditches 202
Acres in wh st

_
•J0.50.")

Acres in ba ey lO.tKVi
Acres inoaj I^SM
Acres Inrit ss 230
(iaUonsof i*ne made 30,000
c:rapes soiajbr market, pounds 180,000

COLISA.

The va« agricultural wealth of Colusa
county bitbecome a matter of history in
California Situated as the county is, al-
most in tie middle of the fertile valley of
the Sacraiiento, ithas become one of the
first aruoig the grain-producing counties of
the States The county is bounded on the
north byfTehama. on the south by Yolo,
on the eaat by Butte and Sutter. and on the
west by Lake and Mendocino. Its area
embrace! 2,300 square miles, or 1,472,000
acres, "me western portion of the county
encroaclfcs upon the eastern slopes of the
Coast Rdhge. but in the valley proper there
are aboirl 1,000,000 acres of the richest allu-
vialsoil. The population of the county is
about 15.000, and the people are mostly
farmers and stock-misers, except, ofcourse,
the residents of the towns.

EXTENSIVE FARMING.

Colusa has been noted for the immense
grain "ranches," foremost among which is
the celebrated Glenn farm. This great
ranch of some <>0,000 acres, bordering on
the Sacramento river, was a principality in
itself, capable of supporting 300 families,
each withan improved farm of 200 acres.
Itwas, however, the property of but one
man, and consisted merely of a broad ex-
panse of cultivated, but otherwise unim-
proved, territory. Since the death of Dr.
Glenn, a few years ago, something has been
done toward the divisionof this vast tract
into farms of more modest pretensions, and
ultimately this work of reformation

—
for it

is simply the reforming of a ruthless sys-
tem of so-called farming

—
will be com-

pleted. There are other grain ranches of
10.000 acres and upward in Colusa. which
have in the paat opeiated as a bar to the
proper settlement of the county, but the
tendency of the times is toward their abol-
ishment, and the substitution of small
farms, united by private individuals.

\u25a0On A>'l> IRRIGATION.

Notonly does the valley section of Colusa
possess soil of surpassing fertility,but the
Foothills in the western portion of the
county, and the small valleys with which
they 'are studded. pwlime abundantly.
There are some portions of Colusa in which
irrigation is deemed necessary or desirable,
and the subject hu> been one of deep inter-
est to the people there forsome years paat.

LOW FREIGHTS.

Coluxi having the advantage of water
transportation to Sin Francisco, her fann-
ers profit by freight competition. The
greater portion of the grain crop of Colu*:i
is *ent to market by steamers at the rate of
USO per ton. In the early fall the banks
ofthe river in that county present an inter-
eat Mght. lined as they are for mile*upon
miles with huge piles of wheat in bags,
awaiting shipment to tide-water.

the earn* towss

Are Colusa (population about 2.0001, Will-
iams, I'rincton. Jaciuto, 'Willow-'. Gennaa-
town, Maxwell, (»rland r Norman, Butte
City, Arbuckle, besides several other vil-
lages and railway stations of minor im-
portance.

UKSOtntES AWAITIXi;DEVELOPMENT.
Conivrning the natural resources of Co-

lusa county, and the causes that have
operated against their development, Will
Si (ireen. editor of the Colusa M.has this
ta -iy:

"
While Colusa has been for many

years the richest county in the State in pro
portion to population—

about $1,200 to each
inhabitant and upward of $o\ooo to each
voter

—the development of her resources
has been less rapid than that of any other
county so near to the present center ofpop-
ulation. The reasons are obvious. Itail-
roads are the great developing agencies of
the country. Some years ago the California
and Oregon road was builton the east sfile
of the Sacramento, through Yuba, Butte
and Tehama counties, and the California
Pacific was built through Yolo and Sutter.
thus leaving Colusa the or..y county in the
Sacramento^ valley without a railroad. Peo-
ple settled along the lines of these roads,
and land became valuable. When land
was selling for |2">an acre in gold in the ad-
joining county of Yolo, the same quality of
land, with freight on produce just as cheap
to tide-water, was lying subject to entry
at $1 25 per acre ingreenbacks, when green-
backs were worth, six bits on the dollar.
The consequence was that Colusa was given
up to the stock men. who wanted large
ran^s, and they- entered the land as neces-
sity compelled them to do so. Consequently
itcame to be held inlarge tracts. Finally
the Northern ltailway was built,and the
attention of farmers called to the great fer-
tility ofthe soil; but wheat-growing on
such soil was profitable, and the large land-
qwners went into that, so that the sruail
farmer, with his varied productions, found
no foothold. Fine orchard and vineyard
land can be had cheaper in Colusa county
than anywhere else with the same natural
advantages. The people are only beginning
to n-alire what a grand bonanza they have
in the soil, the climate and the water."'

IRRIGATION.

Several surveys have been made for irri-
gating canals within the past two or three
years by such public-spirited citizens
as N. I). Rideout, H. B. Julian. John
Boggs, L. F. Moulton, W. S. Green and
others, and it was ascertained, that for a
total expenditure of less than a million
dollars an area embracing 050 square miles
of land could be thoroughly irrigated. The
capitalists who had thought of investing
their money in these enterprises were fully
satisfied with the outlook and determined
on proceeding with the work. Bat they
have encountered considerable opposition

Nevada county is at present the chief
mining county of the State; and, perhaps, j
taking all the world, there has never been
the Mime area of land which has produced
as much cold. It is in the middle portion
of the State

—
or rather, we may say, itis a

southern county of northern California.
< >n the map the county resembles, inshape,
an old-style revolver pistol, with the barrel
pointing east and the butt to the west, with
the lower end of the handle in the south.
The suggestion may he tolerated that this
pistol is gold-mounted. The greatest dis-
tance between the eastern and the western
boundary lines of Nevada county is 74
miles, and its greatest width is eighteen
and three-quarter miles. These distances j
are as the crow flies. Nevada county j
« xtends from the lower foothills near the
Sacramento valley, across the Sierra Ne-
vada to the line of the State of Nevada.
To the east of the Sierra summit there is a
strip of Nevada county nearly twenty \u25a0

miles long. In this strip are I>un er and ]
Independence lakes, the towns of Truckee j
and B<xa, and several stations and camps
on the Central Pacific Railroad. Nevada
county contains 1,016 square miles, or (550,-

--240 acres.
POPULATION.

Nevada county is divided into nine
politiuil townships. According to the
United States census of 1880, the total
population of the county was 20.534. The
townships have population (census 1S80)
as follows: Nevada, 5.540: Grass Valley.
6.700; Eureka. 693; Bloomtield, 1.017;
Rough and Keadv. IJSB&; Little York.
1.031; Washington". 527 ;Bridgeport, 1.!»S2;
Meaaow Lake, 1.479. The population, ac-
cording to the census of 1.570, was 19.134.
The vote of the county at the election in
I-Mwas 4,-15-

THE CHIEF ISDUSTBY

Ismining, although farming is carried on
withproht in the western portionof Nevada
county. The gold is foand in both quartz
ledges and gravel beds. Nevada and Grass
Valley townships are theprincipal portions
in which quartz mining is carried on. Eu-
reka and Washington townships, further
east and higher of altitude than the two
nrst named, have also many valuable
quartz ledges.' The mines inGrass Valley
and Nevada townships have been system-
atically worked and developed for many
years: those of Washington and Eureka
townships are now attracting the attention
ofc pitalists who invest in working mines.
At the very summit of the mountains is
Meadow Lake, a mining district which is
supposed to have many richledges, bat the

This delta is level valley laud, with the
exception of a singular elevation, known
as the

"Buttes," which rises to the bigfat
of 2.000 feet from the levsl of the surround-
ing plain. It is a marked feature of the
Sacramento valley. The rest of the county

is level, alluvial land. The area of the
county is BBHJBOO acres. The «oil is re-
markably and uniformly fertile. It was
undoubtedly formed at the bottom of what
was once a great inland fresh-water lake.
The soil is, therefore, the weathering and
washing of the adjacent m.mntain ranges.
For untold age 3 th" potash from the
decotnposinj granite formations, the mag-
nesia an.i lime form the weatherings at the. inagnesian lime strata, and the soda from
Ihe decomposed vegetation, were carried
year after year and deposited in the bottom
of this inland lake, where it was stored op
in inexhaustible quantities for the use-- of
the tillers of thu soil in latter limes. This
accounts for the great fertilityof the soih
in Sutter comity.

CLIMATE.

The climate of this oooatj is like that of
the h.ilance of the Sa<'rameiit>> vaiW—
winterlefcs. The summer heat in the day-
time is high enough to perfect oranges,
lemons, oiives and figs, aud the tempi r;-

tare of thi- aighta ii igh to grow
Wheat, barley and all the products of the
north temperate zo:i -.

SOI!. AMIOOP VAI.I(•>.

Tlit- rainfall is such that a complete fjl-
ure of crops inUrn county has never been
known. There it no area ifBanal extent
o!i die ii\u25a0. i!ic s'ope that has a higher aver-
age production of all the stuwle crops to the
acre than Batter county. Large land-hold-
injr

—
the curse of the State

—
toes not exist

in this county t'isuch :idegree aa in other
counties, fhere are in Batter county 580
farmers, and they cultivate 99,000 scree.
The average land-holdings are. therefore,
S77J acres. The value of all farm products
averages more than $3,000 to each farmer,
great unl small. The average value of
each farm is more than $25,000. isy i \u25a0\u25a0•:;-

parison, we ca.i see the excellence of the
soil and tillage in Sutter county. I:iBaa
LaisObispo county the average product of
farms is f1,113; San ICateo, SUJ7O; Los
Angola. |Qg] : ,^im liernardii,", >>'<>l>.

TRANSPORTATION.

One great advantage enjoyed by Batter is
transportation by the water-ways ofFeather
and Sacramento i:\eis, which are both
navigable. The freight bom all river points
to tide-water is $1 oO per ton. Some years
ago c branch of the California Pacific rail-
road extended from Woodland, ¥oto coun-
ty,through Sutter to Vulili c ty. but after
having been frequently washed away by
freshets that line w»» abandoned. Yuba
City, the county sea;, ia however rifjht
across the river from MarysviHe. hence
Sutter has practically a railroad to her very
doors.

The p^ojMfc viJsiUUT ..\u25a0 \u25a0: osperuiis and
progressive. They have an .Vt.Tnd*nee «»J'
WeU-sopported schools and churches. There
bseldom .ie:mt among them complaint of
hard nines, and their lot in life is appar-
ently a pleasant one. YiiliaCity, the couuty
seal, lias a population of about 1,500, and
supports i arge weekly newspaper, the
Sutler !\u25a0'

TKXAiiLE WF.AI.TII IN 1885.
BeaLeatib *niimprovements.. ST/.itW.-kibHjrtldof cattle G.-J4l—
HVj'iof hoss 11.W8

PJK^jf hordes and mules 6.709
\u25a0^\u25a0^^^^^ . 11.1R9

K^k. 'n.ThL.'
|^ i:;,7.i5
|^. 1.20S

140
\u25a0T 15U

g«W^ 2,392
330,000

I^^^^H^ YUBA. |
lies directly northeast from

and adjoins Sutter county. Ita area is 617
square miles, or Ci)j,ooo acres. It lies on
the eastern side of the Sacramento, and
embraces a considerable portion of the foot-
hillson the western slope of the Sierra Ne-
vada. These foothills, which were once the
home of many thousand miners, are now
/being settled and cultivated by agricultur-
ists, who tind the soil well suited to a va-
riety of '-rops. The western portion ofthe
county lies in the valley proper, where the
land is of the most fertile character.

WATER COUBSKS.

The Feather river, a navigable stream for
some miles al>ove Marys ville. courses on
the western side of the county, and Bear
\u25a0river, a turbulent mountain stream, runs
"•alone the lower line of the county, both of
which join the Sacramento. The Yuba,
which rises in the heart of the Sierra,
courses through the county in a westerly
direction, and joines the Feather at the
point where the city of Marysville is lo-
cated. Allthese streams have tributaries
ofconsiderable size, showing that the water
supply of the county is welldistributed.

CLOUTS *St> TEMPERATURE.

Like other portions of the Sacramento
valley. Yuba is blessed with a climate that
may without exaggeration be called

"
glori-

ous.
"

While the midsummer heat is often
quite severe in the daytime for brief spells,
the Bights are always comfortably cool.
Flowers bloom nearly every month in the
year, while in the same. latitude on the
eastern side of the continent the winters
are otten excessively cold, and the summers
unbearably hot. Statistics running back
thirty years >how the mean annual tem-
perature !>r Yuba to be 90°. For the spring
and rammer months it is Go£°, far the
summer 71>'. for autumn 01.6°, and for
winter48.2°. This average of temperature
is not excelled in any other part of the
United State* or Kirope. High Windsor
hurricanes are unknown in that section,
as indeed is the case almost gener-
ally throughout the northern interior
of

*
California. The advantages of I

climate of this character over
that of sections where the winters
are of live or six months' duration,
car, hardly be estimated from an economic
point of view, and are appreciated only by
those who have experienced both. Here live
stock require no particntar ore ia winter,
add the saving in the one item offuelalone
is an Important consideration to families.
Outdoor labor is scarcely interrupted
throughout the entire year, which means a
\u25a0real deal to the class who depend on their
labor alone for their livelihood. \u25a0 Who can
say that lifeis not incomparably easier and
more replete with comfort and happiness
under the sonny skies of the Sacramento
valley than in those parts of the East and
North where people are virtually housed
lor nearly one-half the year.

KAIKFALL.
The afwraga annual rainfall t'-.r Yuba

county is _2 inches; for the winter months,
12.1 inches ;for the months, 545;
for the summer months, .15, and for the
autuiuii months, 4.0 inches. The lowest
temperature on record, far MarysviMe. is
M above no, and the highest —where the
test was fair—loo°.

LIMBER AM> Kl/KI..

The eastern portion of the county is
quite heavily timbered with spruce, lirand
pine. The valley portion is generously
«lotted with oaks, while the water-courses
are bordiied with a variety of trees of
smaller growth. Lumber and fuel are con-
sequently both abundant and cheap.-

M:and faOBVUW.
AKing the titreams the soil is of a vegeta-

ble mold. On tUe higher plains it con-
tains sand, clay, lime, iron, and various
saline mid alkaline matters. Fertility is
not its only claim upon the attention ofthe
agriculturist, for it possesses qualities ofan
•adoring character. Created by long-con-
tinued washing! from the mountains above,
it has great depth and richness. The soil
of the foothills is different, and is specially
adaetad to horticulture, grape culture es-
pecially.

The products of the soil embrace all the
usual semi-tropical grains, Iruit, etc. The
average yieM of wheat is eighteen bushels
to the acre, of barley twenty-two. Ap-
ples, pcarhra. i>«u>-. plums, apricots, cher-
ries, nectarines, etc., are successfully grown
in allparts of !'\u25a0•• county, as well as the
smaller fruits and berries. The orange,
lemon, olive, tig and almond are grown
without special eyre or effort, while wine,
table atui raisio grapes of the choicest
varieties yield abundantly. As high BBS7S
to $li"> profit per ncre has often been res!
ized from vineyards of Muscat, Muscatei
and other choice varieties. With all these
advantages, and inducements for people to
engage infruit and grape culture, scarcely
more than one-eighth of the land in the
county have ever been cultivated. Here,
surely, is something for the immigrant
and the struggling farmer of the East to

reflect upon.
LAND VALVE-.

Laud in the more improved portion of
the county commands from $25 to $60 per
acre, according to local conditions. For

\u25a0«1 000 a person can purchase all the land
needed for a profitableorchard or vineyard,
orboth \s proofof this itmay mentioned
that one orchard of thirty-two acres bnngs
its owner an average net income of about
$3,000 per annum. Atwelve-acre orchard
reuts for$1,000 cash ayear. Itis estimated
that any we'J-cnltivated orchard or vine-
yard willreturn from $*00 to $500 per

Situated almost in the extreme north-
eastern portion of the State

—
separated

from the southern line of Oregon only by
Modoc

—
is Lassen, one of the most pictur-

esque counties in the State. It is essen-
tially a stock-grazing county, and must re-
main as such for some time to come, owing
to its lack of railroad communication with
the Sacramento valley. And yet I.assen
county contains a large number ofsheltered
and fertile valleys that are capable of afford-
ing homes for many additional thousands
of people. With an area of 5,000 square
miles, friimrn has a population of only be-
tween tI.OOO and 7,000. The winters are
quite severe insome portions ofthe county,
but spring puts in an early uppearance.
withits

WK.U.TII OK FI.OWEBS

And glowing pastures. Acorrespondent of
the Kk<okii-Tnion. writing recently from
LIMB, said: "Susanville, the county-
keat, is 150 miles from Sacramento, and
the altitude 4,078 feet mater. In this
pure, tight atmosphere there are no pul-
monary nor malarial diseases. Within the,
OODllty limits can be found as many changes

of temperature as on a journey from Green-
land to Florida. On summer's warmest
days in the valleys one can go into shadciV
eanvons, protected nooks, or ascend to

Ithe tee-cud mountain Miinmit.s and experi-
ence many changes ofclimate within a few
hours."'

80n ADVANTAGES.
Unlike many parts of the Ka.st and West

inthe same latitude, live stock are not re-
quired to be sheltered and fed for many
months in the year. It is rarely that at-
tention has to be paid to cattle for more
than a month or six weeks in midwinter.
As a rule, cattle. horses and
sheep thrive out of doors all
the winter through. Spring breaks
in upon the monotony of winter
early in April,and by the middle of May
the people iiave many varieties of vegeta-
bles for table use, even including the deli-
cate strawberry. Cherries, currants and
other berries come in early in June. In-
deed, there is scarcely any temperate fruit
grown incentral California that cannot be
reproduced inLassen. The advantages of
the county in this respect would be more
fully appreciated if wider known. There
are thousands and thousands of families
eking out precarious livelihoods in the
Kast and North, where they are compelled
to subsist for from six to eight months on
the scanty proceeds of their labors during
the remainder of the year. To this class of
toilers Lassen would be as a paradise.

CATTI.K. UXaSj KTC.

The annual export of beef cattle irom
Lassen is about 16,900 head. The Madeline
plains consist ofa broad plateau some 5,000 |
feet above the sea level, on which native
grasses grow waist high. The best agricult-
ural land in Lassen can be purchased at
from $15 to $£> per acre, and hay grown on
these lands can be readily sold at a profit.
The sheep are sheared twice a year, as in
central aud southern California, and the
wool is marketable at lied Bluff, Tehania
county. Hop* thrive wonderfully in the
soft tute lands about the lakes, where they
feed npon bulbs and roots of the most nu-
tritious character.

ATTRACTIONS FOE TOmitfTS.
Lassen, like Shasta, SsUyoa and other

northern mountain counties of California,
pos.sesses many attractions for tourists and
those fond of summer camping and hunt-
ing. Wild game abounds inall oarts of the
county. Some years ago a railroad was
projected to run from Reno up into the
northeastern section of California and pen-
etrate I'himas, Lassen and other districts.
Some :>5 miles of road was completed and
atocked with cars, but litigation ensued and
\u25a0o further progress was made. With a
lailroad tapping that splendid section of
tountry it could not fail to be rapidly set-
fled.

A WoM VNS PARADISE.

ILassen is said to offer excellent induce
feents to women. Those now there con-
stitute bnt about one-third of the popula-
\u25a0on, and are either wives or girls tooyoung
jb wed. Housekeepers, [dairymaids, etc.,

TAXABLE HEALTH IN18S5.
Real estate and improvements $8,002,321
l'e.-sonal property 1,827,818
Head ofcattle 6,230
IK'ai]of hogs 14,337
Head ofhorses 5,033
Head of mules 1.13T>
Head of sheep 185,781
Acres in wheat 120,000
Acres inbarley ].x.7">o
Acres inoats 7,3X5
Acres in corn ISO
Acres in vines 4,528
Value of railroad property 5156,6(<5

SIAJMAB.

l'lmnas lies directly north of Sierra, and
east of Tehama and Butte counties,
and is chiefly a mountainous, rugired coun-
try, with a number of fertile localities
capable ofproductiveness. The number of
farms in the county at the present time is
quite limited, and their product is con-
sumed at home, the county being without
railroad communication. These farms are
mostly located in what is known as Ameri-
can valley, which also contains the town of
Qulnef, the county seat, a place of some
500 inhabitants. It has a weekly news-
paper

—
the I'lumas Xatioiml, which receives

good support from the people of the coun-
ty

—and a tine brick school-house with two
departments, primary and grammar-grade.

ELEVATKI) FARMING.

The altitude of American valley is about
4,fKK) feet, yet all the cereals, alfalfa, etc.,
yield abundantly. Tin? winters are long
and somewhat severe, and the summers
brief but delightful. Kiom July toOcto-
ber the climate of Rum

—
especially in

the greater altitudes
—

ca'.inot be surpassed
for salubrity. The Plumas Meadows em-
brace a section that is greatly prized by the
people of the valley as a summer resort,
and large numbers go there each season to
camp, hunt and lish. and thus renew their
health and energies.

GOLD YIELD.

In the earlier days of gold-seeking in
California Plumas was aprominent mining
section, and even at the present time the
annual gold output amounts to nearly or
(juite $1,000,000.

FUTCRE TROSPEITS.

There is reason to hope that Plumas will
at a not distant day have the advantage of
railroad communication, as there have
been at least two such projects in contem-
plation, either one of which may yet de-
velop into something tangible.

TAXABLE WEALTH IS 1885.
Koal cstnk- anil improvements 52,174,X29
Head of cattle 5,749
Head of hogs 1,222
lleml df horses and mules 2,112
llcailof sheep 520

LASSEN.

Synonymous with the history of pro-,-?-.--.'• in agriculture in California? is the name of
Untie county. It lies in the very heart of

,i the great Sacramento valley, bounded on
the north I»y Trfnnis ami Plumas, on the
s..nth by Yuba and Sutter, on the cast by

• Phimaa, and on the west by Colusa and
Tehama. It has ;ui area of t,?6&square

1 miles, embracing 1,190,000 acres, of which
Imore than one-half is tillable. Butte is a

great wheat-producing county, fanning
bring generally conducted on that exten-

Isive scale s;<iu-raily termed
" ranchir._'."

Imany of these wheat ranches covering. t thousands ot acres.

| Of the county is of a rich adobe, a quaTltj
!that retains its fertility even after a score
of crops had been raised inas many sue-
ioessive years. Suite was not one of the
earliest farming localities in the State, its
adobe lands at first not being regarded with
much favor by agriculturists. Itwas orig-

: inally a mining section, and its hills still
1 yield upward of half a million dollars in
• gold annually. But as soon as the real
I value of its "broad acres for agricultural
| purposes became known the county re-
| ceived a large influx of farmers, and laud'

rose rapidly in price.
FOOTHILL MilLANDS.

But itis not alone in the fertility of her
grain lands that lies the real wealth- of
Butte. She has a very large foothill sec-
tion whose capabilities for horticulture are
fa'f^sjswuing appreciate!. These foothill

;laH \u25a0[ late years produced remark-
;iM.J f:'.lit, an I the coming years

; will^^^Kmpeopled by communities of' ii'irt^^WriMsenjoying abundant success.
The^^mtry round about Oroville seems to

be Ai::!::<;i! home of the orange. Al-
thou^Forange culture has not been made
a specialty in that section, there are a num-
ber of small orchards that have produced
heavy crops of oranges that surpass

1 thost of the sonthern counties in
size;- beauty and flavor. The fruit,

ImorSi'er, ripens nearly a month earlier
thaU^that of Los Angeles. Lemons nre
also successfully grown, and all the
hardier fruits reach perfection in these
foothills. Outside the wheat-growing dis-
trict land is not as yet held at high figures,
and any person of

-
moderate means can

! readily secure a tract of land suitable fur'
farming on a small scale and fruit-growing.
This foothillcountry is traversed by :ilarge
number of mining ditches which will in
the future be utilized for irrigation, thereby
making productive lands otherwise lacking
infertility. Many rf the immigrants that
have come to California within.the past two
or three years have established themselves
in Butte county, where they are laying the
foundation for happy homes and lives of
prosperity.

THE NORTHERS PORTION

Of the county abounds inpine forests, and
the lumber trade ofthat section forms one
of the leading industries of the county.
Several large sawmills are required to meet
the demands of the lumber trade, which
gives employment to a large number of
men.

THE rKINCtPAL TOWNS

In Butte are Chico, Oroville, Biggs, Grid-
ley, Xord, Cherokee, Nelson, Dayton and
Durham. While Oroville is the county
seat, Chico is the larger, its population be-
in^ about 4,000. Both towns enjoy the
benefits of railroad communication, Oro-
ville being the northern terminus of the
California Northern Railway, which runs
between that place and Marysyille, and
Chico being located on the main line of the
California and Oregon Railroad. These
towns each have stage connections with the

i iiiore remote parts of the county. As a
i rule the i>eople of Butteare well-to-do, and

their towns and villages are well provided
with churches, schools, newspapers and
other evidences of thriftand progress. The
seventy school districts in the county em-
ploy nearly one hundred teachers, whose
average salaries are from $70 to $80 pei
month. Abundant provision is made by
the authorities for the proper support of
the schools, and the people of Butte feel a

Ijust pride in their excellence.

MODSL FARMING.

Prominent among the number of highly-
improved farms in Butte county is that of
General John Bidwell, near the town of
Chico. General Bidwell was one of the
earliest white settlers in that section, and
has always been a prominent figure in pub-

I lie affairs. His Butte county farm is one
!of the finest on the coast. It comprises
\ several thousand acres, and has been'

brought to a high degree of perfection. It
:is a model farm in every department and
branch of agriculture and horticulture.

!Cereals, fruit of all kinds, table and raisin'
grapes, oranges, berries, etc., are grown in

Ilarge quantities, and always command the
ibest prices in market. A flour millis
maintained on the farm, where the sur-

:plus product of the grain fields is manu-
factured into Hour. General Jiid well's en-
! terprise and perfect system of farming has
j done much toward attracting attention to
the agricultural resources of Butte county.

TAXABLE WEALTH IX 1885.
! Keal estate aud improvement* 115,472801

Hend ofcattle 16.1-"
1 Head of goats 1.000

11.ii.l of hoi;s 11-'I1-' G74
lleail of horses

- 8,788
j Hend of mules 1.-".'"

\u25a0

Heart of sheep 50.137
Acres in wheat 82,418
Acres inbarley*. 9,398

;Acres inoat* «,0H
\ Acres incorn I,"—1 ,"—

- '-'
Acres in vints 886

:Grapes sold for market (pounds) 322,600
Boxes of raisins made J.JIO

:Tons of gra]>es per acre 1


