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Situated on the line of the California
and Oregon Railroad, in Butte county,
about 70 miles from Sacramento, and
nestling pleasantly among groves of
the largest live oaks in California, lies the
town of (iridley, with a jMjpulation of
about 1,500, composed of perhaps the
most energetic- aud enterprising citizens of
any town of its population on the Pacific
coast. Its primitive condition of beauty
has not lieen destroyed or marred by re-
ducing it to cultivation and improvement,
as lias too often been done by pioneers in
their haste to utilize the land. The im-
mense live oaks of the primeval forest,
with their huge boles and large spreading
branches clothed with bright ever-
green foliage, have been allowed to remain,
both iti town anil country, giving grateful
shade and relieving the glittering whiteness
of the houses of the town and dotting the
BakU like the parks of Europe, as often
represented in paintings, both ideal and
real. And not for beauty alone have they
been left. The dense shade they throw
aflbrds much grateful protection to stock
when turned into the stubble fields in the
fall after the grain has been harvested,
when the sun shines with burning fierce-
ness in the midday of the late summer.
Then, too, they look to the future when
this section shall have become thickly set-
tled, and all the lands cleared; firewood,
now so abundant, shall have become
scarce, then, by removing a tree occasion-
ally, they can keep

THBMSELVSB rLKXTIKII.I.VSVITMI'D,
And save l>oth the cost and time of haul-
ing itfrom the Feather river, from which
their future supply will be drawn, when
they have exhausted the supply in their
neighborhood. But this eventuality need
not be taken into account by this genera-
tion, nor even by the next, so abundant are
the trees remaining standing and M large
their size. Xot a resident lot in the city
but has several in their yards, and even in
the streets, where they are dose to the
sidewalks and do not impede travel, they
are trimmed and allowed to remain.

But while it gives such a quiet and
sylvan beauty to the town, it leads the
casual visitor to believe the place much
smaller than it is, as only by threading ite
many streets can one determine how great
a population it contains. On close ex-
amination, (iridley presents many metro-
politan characteristics seldom observed in
rural towns. Its business homes are con-
centrated on one or two street*, ud con-
nected together and built in blocks mostly
of brick, :ind evidently Constructed for the
business for which they are used. Its
streets are neat and clean, free from rub-
bish, cans, old boots, etc.. so noticeable in
many mining towns. Its sidewalks are
plank, of an average breadth of twelve
feet, and all built on a single grade. Trees
of different varieties—locust, California
walnut, maple, elm, etc, an- planted along
the outer edge of the sidewalks. Label
it is

A MINIATII.l: CITY.

Another noticeable feature is the entire
absence of unempljyed persons in the
town. Everyone is employed at their
trades or in business The musical dang
of the blacksmith's hammer, or the rip-
ping of the carpenter's saw is constantly
heard, and the boning noise of the whirl-
in,' machinery of the fl.mr mill dispeli all
the quiet of the typical country village,
and forces one almost to imagine that lie
is in a mannfsilllliim town. The whist-
ling of the millas it marks the hours of
the relays of it- employes deepens the
impression. And this time of year, too.
we are told is the most qoiet, for all the
farmers with their men and teams are
badly engaged in summer-fallowing. In
harvest time it indeed moat be a lively
•ad bustling' town when the crews of the
harvesting machines are in this vicinity
and have their days off.

The styles of architecture of its business
houses, residences and churches are neat,
tasteful anil appropriate. The old Califor-
nia pioneer style, modeled, we think, from
a dry goods box, with boards set on end
and battens nailed on the cracks, is nowhere
seen. On the contrary, many of the build-
ings wonld lie considered ornate even in a
city, and all of them have a pleasing ap-
pearance, indicative of the ]>n>s;ic-ity an.]

taste of the owners. Xor arc the surround-
ings neglected, nearly all of them l>ein»
inclosed whl white painted picket*,
while some have the more costly scroll-
work fence. The yards tow, bear every
trace of rare and attention, in them rail
be found

ram ntna ok tvkry vtautuuax
From every clime; the orange, lemon,
_?""*— pewimnw, MaaWkaed in be-

the peaefc, apricot, almond, pear,
apple, etc, ail acaUy triu.med and with
nßorooi healthy pvwth, {waving [iiaili
eally the jerteri adaption of both soil andcli!:.nte lor their production. Vegetables
«>l • very description are cultivated for
domestic use, and thoir advanced growth
at tin*season of the year was a marvel toone from the lower Sacramento basin.Beans, tomatoes, torn and other vegetables
which an.- liable to injury from heavy
frostaare seldom planted ia the open airbefore April 10th in this locality. Grid-
ley, however, has no such fears." Beans in

abundance are now seen in their pardons
more than a fool high and in blossom,
plainly proving that they had licen planted
more than six weeks or two months pre-

Iviously. And their flowers, too, have a
Most I>eautiful and inviting appearance.
Not a house but has its climbing roses or
honeysuckle, and on many both the pillars
and cornices of the porches were entirely
hidden from view, while the beds iv the
dooryards were brilliant with petunias,
verbenas, marigolds, etc., all no doubt
under the fostering care of good ladies of
the homes. One will travel far and ob-
serve closely before he will discover
another town with natural and artificial
attractive features as great as the town of
Gridley.

THE NAME OF GRIDLEY.

Frcui Wlience the >ume was Chosen—
Some 1-"h«*lk about th»- Place.

Much misapprehension exists as to the
man in whose honor the town of (iridley
was named. Ithas been often published,
and generally believed, that it was so
called to perix>tuate the name of (.iridley,
who made himself so famous in his efforts,
during the late war, to aid the Sanitary
< fimuiUsiou by the means of traveling
throughout this State with a sack of Hour,
which would be auctioned ofl| then re-
turned, resold, and so on, the entire pro-
ceeds being given to the Commission,
which finally swelled to hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. But, however noble a
monument it would have been, such is not
the fact. It was named after (ieorge W.
(iridley, a native of Cazenovia, X. V.,
born in 1818. With his relatives, when
a child, he removed to Illinois,
and after having l>een engaged in
the auctioneering business with success, in
18')0, having become infected with the
gold fever, he migrated to California, set-
tling in Sacramento, where he engaged in
the same business. He returned to Illi-
nois in 1S")2, and again migrated to Cali-
fornia in 185S, settling in Uutte county,
four miles nortli of the Buttes. ( ifadnauy
by purchase and otherwise he became pos-
sessed of about S,OOO acres, including the
present town site of Gridkty. He also en-
gaged largely in the sheep business, was
remarkably successful, and became one of
the wealthiest men in Northern Califor-
nia. He met with some reverses, however,
before his death, which occurred in March,
1881, materially lessening the value of his
estate. His wife and family are now liv-
ing four miles west of(iridley, on the adobe
hinds, still possessed of many hundreds of
acres.

ITS SITUATIOX.

To the depot in (iridley, Butte county,
according to railroad surveys, it is exactiy
distant from Sacramento (Sil.ti miles. Ac-
cording to United States surveys, it is de-
scribed as occupying a portion of section 1,
township 17 nortli, range 2, and a portion
ofsection 36 in township 18. In 1870 the
town was laid out by the railroad company
alwit the time the road was completed to
that point. The site, we were informed, is
one mile long, parallel witli the railroad,
north and south, and one-half mile wide.
east and west, measuring about ,'i2o acres.
The railroad passes through the center,
running north and south. The western
side contains nearly all the business houses
and manufacturing establishments, besides
a large majority of the residences. The
lumlK?r yards and many residences and one
church lie to the east of the railroad. It
is about twoaud one-half miles north of the
boundary line which divides Butte and
Slitter counties; two and one-quarter miles
from Feather river, which is crossed by a
splendid bridge, mentioned elsewhere ;
three miles south of the town of Biggs, and
al>out twelve miles northeast of the Bnttes,
the most prominent landmark in the Sac-
ramento valley.

PLAN OF (JRIDI.EY.

(iridley is laid out on the modern plan,
with streets crossing each other at right
angles, making the squares about 240 feet.
An alley twenty feet wide passes through
the center of each sijuare, running north
and south. The streets running north and
south are alphabetically named, and those
east and west numerically. This plan we
l>elieve was first adopted in laying out the
city of Washington, 1). ('., and has since
l»een adopted by many of the new and
most thriving cities of the country, our
own among the number. It is certainly
more simple and less entangling to a
strauger than the old plan where streets
were named from some local celebrity, or
physical characteristics which improve-
ments often make meaningless, and have
no connection or sequence in their adjust-
ment. The railroad company reserved
enough land for their purposes—depot,
wood-yard, coal-bins, etc. —and then ottered
the remaining lots for sale, which were
eagerly sought for, until now a very few
remain in the hands of the company." The
first dwelling and store was erected by L.
C. Stone, who also was the first agent for
the railroad company and Wells, Fargo A:
Co., and the first Postmaster. He is still a
resident of (iridley and one of its wealth-
iest citizens.

ITS QOVEUnOERT.
Tiie government of (iridley, is simple,

economical, and owing to the gcod quali-
ties and law-abiding character of its citi-
zens, effective and ample for all its present
Deeds. It consists of two Justices of the
Peace and two Constables. Itis not an in-
corporated town, and therefore only sub-
ject to county and State tales, which aver-
ages less than £1 50 per hundred. The
Nad tax appears to be ample, for its streets
are in such perfect condition that any
city might be proud of them. The j>e<>pfe
are neither litigious nor pugnacious, ami
larcenies are almost unknown. Conse-
quently the .Justices and Constables hare
neither troublesome nor lucrative posi-
tions. To be sure, such a state cannot last
much longer, as the population increases,
and even if no boom should reach (iridley
the natural increase of population, which
her vast resources must bring her. will
compel her to apply for a charter and as-
sume all the Bawd expenses of an incor-porated city. When the time does come
we trust her citizens will have the fore-
sight to steer clear of the rooks which
have hi nearly wrecked so many otbei wise
prosperous cities—an incorporated debt
without ample provision for its firmingand liquidation at no distant day.

BUSINESS AND MANUFACTURER.
"-•\u25a0>.!\u25a0 of the Leading Imlustries of GtU-

ley—Numerous ICnterprineit.
A stranger ridling this place is at once

struck with surprise at tlie number and
diversity of the occupations o( its citizen*.
Ir. :i<!dition to the usual occupations of the
people of rural towns, we s-^e them en-
paged in what might be called metropoli-
tan trades. And every one seems to be
busy, too—not loitering about taverns or
saloons to discuss politics, weather, price
of fxain, etc, in all ot which they have !
and take great interest, but engaged in
their various occupations. j

TIIK FXOUB MIL!,. '
One of the most prominent buildings in

the town, nn account of its bight and lo-
cation near the railroad, is the Gridlev
stHam (lour mill, now run by Sperrv ec in.
It was orisinally erected" in Is7."> ! v
a joint stock company, with five run of
stone, and had a grinding capacity of '2~>o
1jsi els pt-r day. It his since been
changed to the all-roller system, and no-.v
turr.s cut GOO barrels jktday of Bnt-daM
Hour. The l.uildinj; is of name, paiotod

j white, four Storiei high, about SO by 100jfeet, with a;i annex on the DOrtikern and
natbara Btdea M by I<*> fwt. A most
beantifd view of the surrounding country
can ho o!)taiii«l from the top of this miti.
In addition, this mill has two warehouses,
not many feet removed, capable ot hold-
lag thousands of tons of wheat and Hour.

' It gives emirl'ivmi-nt to al>out fourteen
men, and is run ni^ht and day.

rmaWßf and machine siior.

Lnst week was m?.de the first eastins in
the (Jri'lley foundry. A «nui)eti--nt me-
chanic and iron-worker nauied .Standish,

| who had been bcated in the town of Pa-
i e&eeo, Contra Coate county, visited this
section to see what where the opportuiii-

' ties for ojbtaiaiDg work at his trade?, and
what inducements would be offered him to
locate here. The citizens, ever alive to aid
anything that will advance their town, do-
nated a lot SO by 110 feet, and sufficient
cash besides to aid him in paying freight

on his heavy plant and erect suitable J
buildings. He has just completed his
foundry, and last Wednesday made his iirst
eastings. The foundry has a steam engine
and boiler, two steam lathes and two drills.
furnaces, mold-boxes and everything com-
plete to dci any work needed in this com-
munity. He was immediately started cast-
ing a patent horse power by Mr. Beebe,
the patentee, a citizen of(iridley, and on
the iron work for windmill-. As only an-
thracite coal or English coke can be used
in casting, he finds the freight the only
drawback to his location, but this is oflk't
by the freight charges on castings brought
from elsewhere. Besides he gets all the
old cast-iron of this and adjoining neigh-
borhoods at a lower rate than his metro-
[Kjlitan brother.-! pay for the same. A good
bed of molding sand was found on the
Feather river, so that he is greatly pleased
with liis location.

JiIUI'KMAKINii.
The molding and burning of bricks is

not a new industry in (iridley, whole
blockl of buildings, warehouses, etc., hav-
ing been built out of bricks burned here.
The clay is found close to or even at the
surface, by removing a foot or two of the
top soil, which contains pieces of wood
and leaves. It is one of the best proofs of
the uniform distribution of the clay in
the soil that such good hard bricks are
made. Sand, which is so necessary in
brick-making, for use in the mold boxes,
to prevent the clay sticking inthe molds,
is found at the depth of six feet. The
wood, live <>nk, which is here also at hand,
for burning, is cheap and of the best qual-
ity, and the bricks which we examined
were thoroughly burned and very hard.
A kiln is now in progress of 400,000, and
while most of them will be used in (irid-
ley in the erection of projected buildings,
a surplus will remain to supply the wants
of adjacent towns. With such advantages
bricks are made cheaper here than in any
place in the State, the cost of molding,
placing in kiln and burning being about
•\u25a0?•"> per thousand. Bricks of the same
quality are now selling in San Francisco
at the rate of $10 and £11 per thousand,
and are very scarce. This industry will
develop into large proportions as the town
grows and the country settles up.

orERA HOCSE.
Ciridley lias a large, neat and complete

theater, built expressly for the purpose,
and rewarding its enterprising owner most
munificently Jbr the money he ha* invested
in it. It has a frontage of .")() feet, and
runs the length of a lot to the alley lid
feet. Has high ceiling; the walls, ceiling
and windows tinted blue. Has a neat stage
with dressing-rooms underneath, and about
SO shifting scenes. The floor is smooth,
well waxed, so that it can be used as a
dancing hall. Chairs are used instead of
benches, Bad would seat, we think, up-
w.mls of 700.

THK NEWSPAPER.
(iridley is possessed of one of the best

weekly newspaper- in Northern Califor-
nia. It was established gome eight years,
ago by C. X. Reed, one of the live men of
the place, and to whose energy and pu~h
the town is greatly indebted for her pros-
perity and enterprise. He is a young man.
about 3S years old, a thorough and compe-
tent [sinter, a vigorous writer, a true gen-
rleman, a man of family, hag a pleasant
home, and is a firm believer in the great
future of his section, and works assiduously
in aid of all tilings that may help to de-
velop this country.

BUtUSJBH AND TRADES.
There is more diversity in the occupa-

tions of the residents of (iridley than one
would expect to find in a small" town. In
fact, one is surprised at their number and
extent. Bat its people are aiming to make
it a city ami the commercial and manu-
facturing center of a large section. Hie
stock of goods carried by many of the
merchants are as large as found in cities of
ten times the population, and the arrange-
ment of the stores on hnnilW'llii streets and
coods displayed attractively in large show-
windows give the place a decided metro-
politan look. Below we give a list of the
most prominent business houses and trades
of the- town:

General merchandise, -I; hardware, 2 ;
drugs and medicines, 1 ; boots and shoes,
1; variety stnres -J ; jewelrystore, 1 ; bar-
ber shop. 1 ; harl>er shop and baths, hot
and cold, 1 ; butcher shop, 1; harness and
saddlery, 1: livery staMes.2; millincrv,
1; Bhoemafcing, '_!; furnishing goods and
clothing, I: merchant tailor, 1; furniture
and undertaker, I ; tin shop, 1 ; feed
stable, 1 ; hotels,:*; restaurants, 1; lodging-
house, 1; lumber yards, 2; carpenter shops,
5; saw anil planing mill, 1 ; barley mill, I ;
hay and feed store, 1 ; warehouses (brick).
3; warehouses (wood), :',; hay barns (stor-
age), 4 ; paint shops, :S; wagonmaking and
wheel right. :;; soda and extract factory. 2;
broom and brush factory, 2; wood yard, 1 ;
white laundry, 1; welfborcrs. 2: bakery,
1 : photograph gallery, 1 ; vegetable gar-
den (white), 1 ; water" works (private), :!:
contractor and builder, 1 ; insurance agents,:>; grain-buyers, 2 ; real estate agents. 2;
stationery store, 1 ; dressmaking, 3; nurs-
eryman, 1; bricklayers, 4; plasterer, 1;
saloons, 7.

In addition to the above there are offices
of the Postal and Westers Union Tele-
graph Companies. WeOs, Fargo and Co.'s
express, a bank (branch of Rideout iV Co.),(Jridloy Herald, a music, teacher, vocal :tn<!
instrumental, two physicians, one Deputy
Slieriii; two attorneys-at-law, one dentist,
:i brass band of ten pieces, string band ot
lm;r pieces, two Justices of the Peace, two
Constables, and many others.

Betides all those which are in active
•pcr.ition there is in contemplation the

erection of a; fruit cannery. Already the
fruit industry is assuming proportions to
justify one. There are immense orchards
on the Feather only a iVw miles distant,
many orchards of from five to ten acres in
size close to the town aie now in bearing,
many more are being planted, and perhaps
by next year it will prove an al>solute ne-
cessity in order to prevent a glut in the
market of green fruit. A brewery, too, is
in contemplation and will lie erected
shortly ; some of the brick now being
placed in kiln are to be used for that pnr-
pc tie.

PUBLICINSTITUTIONS.

The Churches, Public !*chooU Bad T;-.rl-

ous <»rcaiu/ u;oi!-.

In proportion to its popaktioa, judging
from the mnnber of organized churches
and active membership, (iridloy mu>t ln>
the most religious community on the Coast
It already has four church edifices erected,
and six congregations organised. Addi-
tional <-liiiri'hes willbe built this !-eas-j:i to
accommodate those without v Knflrilng of
their own.

The most ornate cljiirch in t!ie place
and the only one with a liell ilthe IV--byterian church, Rer. Mr. Wallace, patter,
(who resides in town in a handsome n-i-
--deace}, with, an active membership of 22.
The 1 uikling cost (4,000 and is entirely

| clear of debt.
The Catholic church i.s a handsome edi-

fice, costing over $3,000. Kcv. .1. J.
Ilynes, whu resides in Chieo, rainUten- to
the wants of his parishionen at least once

\u25a0 ni'i-.ith. The congregation Mmhen
abort 4 >.

The Methodist church is jointlyused
by toe Northern tad Soothers branches,
each, however, having tiieir own minister,
Key. Mr. Simmon*' otiiciathi:,' for the
Northarn, and Rev. Mr. Booker Ear the
Southern church. The nvjui: .r-hip of
each is alxiiit:!0.

The Doited DtafluHi have \u25a0 ver>- neat
("iuir.li. which tiicy aL<o ]K.>rmit to be used
by the ('nrisliunC'huroli until they erei tone
of their own. Brother Shuck is the uilir:-
atins; minister, and has a coogregatioa of
a!x>ut 2l>.

The I'hristian < 'hun-h is the latest or-
ganization in the place. :iud ;us yi-t iiave
no church of their own. It has. however,
v.c were informed, the largest ifiiiL-r<:u-
tion, and willshortly build a church, nsing
for the iue-ent the United Brethren
<iiurch.

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
< iridley has two school-houses located on

I the same lot, close to each other. Each
j building is 40 by 60 feet, two stories high.
]built of frame, painted white, costing over
; $0,000, and presento a neat and attractive
1 appearance. The school lot, which is ani-
; ply large for a playground for the scholars,
j is covered with native live oaks, affording

, an abundance of6hade during the EUDimer
>to the pupils during their sports. The

attendance averages i6o, and are taught j
by three teachers. The course inclndes
grammar, intermediate and primary [
grades. On account of its excellent school j
facilities, many farmers of the adjacent
country have built homes in fJridley, and
permanently reside there for the purpose
of educating their children. This is not'
because there is not a sufficiency ofschools
in the neighborhood, but on account of the
better classification and more advanced
\u25a0tomes' pursued than in the ordinary coun-
tryschools.

OROANIZATIOXS.
Gridley has all the fraternal and benev-

olent organizations common to the cities
of California, and the membership of each
in proportion to the population, is ex-
tremely large. There is a fine brick hall
in the town, upstairs over the business
booses, constructed expressly for meeting
purposes. The Lodge of Masons has a
membership of 4n, Odd Fellows 40, (rood '
Templars 90, Ancient Order of United
Workmen 44, Native Sons 2i>, Chosen
Friends 50, Kebekah Degree Lodge 20,
(Irder of Eastern Star 30, and Band of
Hope ")0.

The Board of Trade is an organization
recently formed, composed of the princi-
pal capitalists, business men and property-
owners, for the purpose of advancing the
interests of the town and building up
the surrounding country. They meet
frequently, and are often called to-
gether specially, when anything of
importance needs immediate action.
Through their instrumentality manufact-
urers have been induced to locate
in Gridley, and their recent attempt
to induce the Commissioners to locate
the Normal School here, and munificent
propositions oilcred were entirely owing to
its exertions. By subscriptions, they pro-
jK*-ed to douate twenty aures of land con-
tiguous to the town, at the lowest valua-
tion being worth $100 per acre—$2,000 —and to give 1,000,000 brick or more to aiU
in its construction. The brick, at the rul-
ing ([notation in San Francisco, would be
worth ?11,000. This is but a sample of
the energy, enterprise and liberal'ty of
this people in their endeavors to build op
this section, and, though the Commis-
sioners did not accept the generous offer,
yet it speaks volumes in their favor. The
membership is sixty-eight, all active and
live business men. Their place of meet-
ting is the Town Hall, a large room, 32 by
(i0feet, upstairs in the principal business
block.-

In addition, for social and amusement
purposes, there is a dramatic troupe, a
baseball club of twenty-live members, a
gymnastic club of fifteen, a brass hand of
ten pieces, aud a string baud of four pieces.

Tilt: OKMKTKKY.

(iridley has a neat, well-laid out ceme-
tery just on the outskirts of the town, sur-
rounded by a neat picket fence painted
white. The entire plat is altout ten acres
in extent, but only two acres are at pres-
ent improved. It is used for interment by
a large section of surrounding country,
Biggs even bun-ing her dead here.

UAILUUAI) FACILITIES.

The California and Oregon Railroad is
at present the chief means of communica-
tion. Two trains pass out of the town
every day, going north and south. With
the completion of this road additional
markets willl>e opened up for many ofthe
products of Gridley. The depot is too
small for the transaction of the present
volume of business, but a new one is prom-
ised more commensurate in size with the
importance of the place, Good corrals for
the shipment of stock, graveled to the
depth of a finit to prevent being
tramped into a mud-hole in the winter
time, affords :;'.l the facilities needed.
Wood is shipped in large quantities
to both Marysville ami Sacramento, 500
cords being sent to the latter place this
season. The railroad company have large
coal-bins here for their own qonvenience.

THE SOIL ABOUT GRIDLEY.

Its Peculiar Oimlity and the Cause of Its
Wonderful ProtiurtivenesH.

Tiie soil upon wliich Gridley is located
and immediately surrounded is w.thout
doubt the best agrievKaral land for all
purposes —grain, vegetable- and fniit trees,

in the State. Thut which isknown as the
li%'e-oak land extends in a direction north
aud south about eight miles and east and
west six miles, having an area of alwuit ~><l
square miles, or "2,000 acres. The soil is
a sandy loan mixed with small, line gravel,
and with an abundance of fine argillaceous
day, hut not enough to make it sticky and
muddy. The presence of mica, in abun-
dance shows it to be of granitic origin,
and an examination shows it to con-
tain an abundance of humus caused by
the decomposition of the leaves, woods,
glasses, etc., with which it was so
abundantly clothed in its primeval con-
dition. It is chocolate in color, beinsc con-
siderably darker than the contiguous red
lands, and from which it diflers very
materially, being much courser. When in
right condition it plows splendidly, being
very friable and falling from the mold-
boaid of the plow in fine condition. Its
coarseness makes it peculiarly adapted ftir
all kinds of trees, as the original growth
testifies, and the presence; of clay in such
abundance makes it one of the best grain-
growing sections in the State. Its coarse-
ness permits the water to sink rapidly
away after the heaviest rains, and the
sand, .small gravel and mica rapidly ab-
sorbing the sun's heat rays, makes it, we
believe,
THE WAKjrfeßT AND EABUBSX SKCTION

For fruit and vegetables in the Slate.
Wheat in many places at the present time
is headed out, itr.d all the vegetables show
a growth advanced from a month t> six
weeks over any other section we have vis-
ited. Notwithstanding that it has been
continually cropped with grain in many
places for the last ten years, no diminution
of the yield lias as yet been observed.
This cannot be Baid of many sections, even
the bottom lands, .supposed to be prac-
tically inexhaustible, showing deteriora-
tion after the lapse of yean. The coar-e-
--ne- and porosity of the toil gives ample
opportunity for the roots of both trees ami
vines to search over a large area lor their
i:<•• -i'--ary food, and at the same time an-
chor themselves securely against any gale
of wind which might blow.

The native vegetation would indicate all
this, for in its original state the whole
country was so thickly covered with live-
oak bnwh and large trees iis to be prac-
tically impenetrable. Fruit trees, wher-
ever planted, show a magnificent growth,
and in one orchard of ten acres which we
were shown not one tree had failed. The
trees al! have an extremely healthy ap-'
pearm'f, not a sign of scale having ever
been discovered in this lorality,and no
lichens or mosses to disfigure or injure the
!';:r'. of the trunks and limbs of the trees.
Its immunity from late frosts is also owing
to the peculiarity of its soil as well a:; its
geographical position. Being so porous
thai the water -in^s. rapidly to Us

SI HTKRKANK\N r>:t.\lN\V,!:,
And not co.iled by eva[Kjraiion like heavier
clay soils, and its saudr and gravelly par-
ticle*absorbing a.- they do the heat of the
sun and atmosphere during the daytime,
and thin radiating tiie same slowly back
during the night, prevents the formation
of frost ~t the surface of the ground, even
thoßjfjh tite superincumbent atmosphere
may hay* readied that degree of cold. It
is well !;:iown that frWI never forms
while the atmosphere is in mo-
tion, only when it is < aim, and
that tlio heit radiated ironi the
soil rises, which, passing Upward
through me branches and foliage
of both tret-sand rines, would prevent the
atmosphere reaching Hie frost temperature,
thw giving stieli perfect and ample natural
protection against losses from frost which
sometimes atßict even the most favored
portions of the State. lireat as is its
adaptation to the growth of grain, which is

| wonderful, wheat yielding on average
i every year since the land has been
i reduced to cultivation of thirty-five to

I sixty bu~he'» per acre, we believe thai
trees and vines will lind their natural
habitat in its mil. It h well known that
the reason why ho large a portion of the
earth's surface is treeless and where the
soil is fertile and water abundant, is not 'caused by any climatic conditions or lack
of distribution of the seeds, but by

THE PhVCLIAKITIFS: OF THE SOIL.

The prairies of the United States, the

Llanos of South America and the Rtepp«s
of Kussiaand Asia are all very line soils,
admirably adapted for the growth
iof grasses, grains and vegetables, but
their compactness forbidding the growth
of trees save where planted and
mi 1 fostered by man. On the. contrary,
wherever the soil is coarse and moistrtre
abundant the country is always clothed
with trees and vines. It has been said
that a percon can tell in the night-time iv
such countries as Illinois whether he is in
the woodland or prairie land by simply
feeling of the soil, the difference is so
marked and pronounced.

It is well illustrated in this State where
the adobe lands, which are tine day, arc
always in the natural state treeless, but
admirably adapted to the grains, mausta.
etc. The original vegetation on such
land was the wild oat, and it takes all the
skill of the farmer to cultivate a few trees
for shade on rach lands. They have never
boen planted in orchards, and should not
be. But for wheat and bailey they are
ranked as tiie strongest and mostprolilic of
our soils.

WHY WHEAT IS QBOWH.
The cause of the land being so largely

devoted to wheat and nut to fruits is that
the farmers were satisfied with the money
tliey are making in grain, much the same
reason why the fruit men on the Sacra-
mento river, near Conrtland, who are con-
sidered the best horticulturists in the State,
have not entered more extensively into
orange growing for the market.' We
asked one of the best known and most suc-
cessful orchardists near Cjurtlaiid why he
had not engaged iv orange growing "long
ago. He answered, " WUat is the matter
with peaches, Bartlett pears, apricots, etc.?
Have we not made yearly from $-">OO to
$1,500 J>er acre from " our lands ? Would
oranges do better than that?"

So with the farmers of(iridley. "What
is the matter with wheat?" they say.
" Have we not had good crops every year

and fair prices? Made money out of it
iuid are prosperous? Look at our farms
and houses, barns, fences, stock. Do they
not all indicate thrift?" To be sure it
takes many acres, but they have them.
Bat a new era is about to dawn upon them.
Their land has become too valuable to be
devoted exclusively to grain. When it
was held at $20 tos4o per acre that was
good enough remuneration on the invest-
ment. But now that their lauds have
risen to Ho to #100 per acre, and its capa-
city demonstrated by actual trial, the re-
turns from wheat growing are not suffi-
cient. Those who do not desire to engage
in horticulture can

i:\stl.v bispo.-E OK THKIK LAJTDB
At a price that will enable them to pur-
chase two or three times the quantity of
good grain land in other sections, equally
as well situated as Uridley is for cheap
transportation, hut whose soil have not the
peculiar character that will enable them
to engage in diversified agriculture. Those
who willremain will dispose of a portion
of their numerous acres and concentrate
their attention and labor on a few. Teu
acres in fruit, nuts, or grapes in the
live-oak lands will give a greater gro.-* and
net yield than itKl acres in grim, besides
increasing the value ..f the land, building
up the town of Gridley into a city, etc.
Already a beginning, and a large one, has
been BUM*. Trees and vines' are being
planted by the acre, and the prop-
ositkm of building a cannery is under dis-
cussion. _ But the market for their green
fruit will be a good one, and they
will get the cream of it,too. Their fruits
willripeu as early, if not in advance of
the lamed Vacaville region. They are
further removed from the cold air from
the ocean by nearly 150 miles, their alti-
tude is'not greater above sea level—being
only sixty-nine feet—while their soil, ow-
ing to its peculiar formation and nnsnr-
jmmAsubsoil drainage, is, we think, much
wtiruier.

no irrigation nb any tiu:i:,

Vine it vegetable will ever beaeoawary
here. When the rain water sinks into
the soil it goes down but twelve or fourteen
feet to a quicksand, which acts as the
drain, and in which there is perennial
water. The warm soil on the surface, es-
pecially where well cultivated, will cause
evujioration to take place, and will draw
t>y capillary attraction upon this vast rab-
terranean source. The vegetables too, which
will be raised here, will lie no small item.
Tomatoes, melons, beans, etc.. will be so
early, and bring such remunerative prices
xs will enable them to bear the freight
charges, which, as a matter of course, are
necessarily more than those who are
closer to San Francisco, and leave
Urge* margins of profits. All farm-
ers know that there is more profit
in 100 ]K>unds of fruit or vegetables, if
placed in the market early when they are
scarce, than in 2,000 pounds when all sec-
tions can raise them anil glut the market
Not only will they be able to compete suc-
cessfully in the San Francjsco market
with our section, but in many of their own
markets iv the mountains and upper coun-
try they

WILL IIAVK A PRACTICAL MONOPOLY
And be without a competitor, (trapes, too,
willplay :s very important part in its pro-
ducts both for wine and raisins. While
nearly every section can raise grapes fur
the press, it has been demonstrated that
the granitic soils make the verybest wines.
For the oaring ofnuaina by the son, which
so far. we believe, has proven to be the
best, this section is unapproachable. The
moist-laden air which comes from the
ocean as it passes up the Sacramento
valley hus nearly all of its humid-ity cither absorbed by the .-oil
or driven high up in the atmosphere by
the heat, and by the time it reaches < rrid-
ley it is as dry :us air is in any locality.
Wiien the son sinks and the air becomes
cool,-d the moisture descend*, and if the
temperature of the soil should be low
enough dew would be deposited, and any
grapes that were being dried woold be in-
jured. Bat the warm soil would again
m t ac a protection, as it would be wanned
owing to it- porosity and saqdy nature to a
great depth, and would have during the
daytime stored enough heat to radiate
back and prevent the deposition of dew-.
It is osrfng to the dryness of theatooa-
phere that
Xi. SCALE INSECTS HAVE EVER REEK BEES

IN THIS VICINITY,
And even if they were introduced on tre,-s
from sane infected nursery, eouid not sur-
vive. .Sale can only live and propagate
its speWes where it is warm and moist
Heat and drynessis fatal to its propagation
or even existence. Its limitsare bounded,
and we believe that Where lichens and moss-
esof certain varieties willnot thrive would
be fata] to the scale. It has t>een oftenob-

-1 served by those who visit ,S:m Francisco,
that all the unpainted fences and barns
are soon covered with lichens, many nt
them i>eing of a pile green and yellow,
covering alikinds of wood, both a fiveand
dead, with their singular verdure. It is
also noticeable even in this vicinity on
soaae old de--ayi,,^ fen-es and tree-?.' In
such localities the scale thrives.

At Gridley or vicinity we could not see
the slightest vestige, though we looked for

; them, of any such variety of cryptogamous
j plant, Kven the large live-oaks, whose
hu,;c trunks and immense branches gave
token c.l treat :i^e, were without the
Slightest evidence of I'teiii. We I eiieve
that Gridlay kas a natural protector in
its WBrm, dry atcr»*phere again-l all kinds
of s ale insects. And this should count as
a large >im in fever Bf the vr.lue of their
laftda, not only in the cost of the alliances
and materials used in combating scale in-
sects elsewhere, but als i in tiie greiter

yield, aud size and appearance of fruit
raised ou tr,ces which have never been at-
tacked by insect*.

SI r.-OIL DBAIXAOB.
Wj have no statistics as to the annual

jrainfall in this section of the State, but
[judging from the general contour of the
| country, the Sierras on the east and the
jproximity of the Buttes on the w.-t. tu-

JKt'therwith the number et trees with
I which the country i.-. htii:Jiled, and the fact
j that a failure ac crops has never been
; known, all prove that the average precipi-
tation must be crreater there than in Sacra-

I mrnto—perhaps twenty inches or upward.
' But what becomes of it ? A traveler
i through this country looks in vain for
jsome dry creek or arroyo or other drain-

, age lint to carry off the surplus rainfall.
Neither are there sloughs or low depres-
sions, so often seen on our plain lands, to
which the water might drain on the sur-
face, or percolate through the soil, and

then be removed by evaporation. An ex-
amination of the soil, and conversation
with those yfho have examined the sub-
strata, by means of digging wells, solves
the problem. The soil is "so porous and
open that after a ruin of4S hours' duration
In half an hour
THK BCBFACE B PERFECTLY I>KAINF.I>
And ploughing can be immediately com-
menced. No water remains in the soil to
keep it chilled by slow evaporation, or
piwing along its surface bake the land
when dry. The water sinks gradually in
the soil to the depth of twelve or fourteen
feet, where it encounters a bed of qnick^
sand, and throngh which a constant stream
is pas-ing, and thence carried either sub-
terraneously to Feather river, distant
two and a half miles, or in the direction
of the limits westward. If the latttT
it would account for the water being
so near the surface, about six
ieet, necessitating the construction of broad
shallow ditches to the low«r basin of
Butte creek for drainage. Underneath
the bed of quicksand is an impervious bed
of hardpan, and then cobbles, well water-
worn.

No doubt Feather river once had its
channel where these cobbles now are. and
in the many changes which water courses
always make in alluvial valleys, shifted its
channels to it-s present position. Were all
the materials given to man to construct
soil prc-eminelitly adapted to all the wants
•f divers)tied agriculture, he could not im-
prove upon the plan. He mi.rht adopt it,
as has been done in portions of the Eastern
States, accounts of which, with its enor-
mous productions, have recently been pub-
lish in many papers. The plan was to se-
lect a hillside with a gentle slope, dig
tranverse ditches connected with each
other, and after removing the soil again
till the ditch, placing the larger
stones on the bottom, saialler on
top to prevent the soil clog-
ging the interstices, and on
top of all placing the finer soil. Water was
then let into the ditch at the top, which
gradually percolated to the ditches lower
down, the water rising to the surface
by means of evaporation and capillary
attraction. Nature has done precisely the
same here in the distant ages and without
cust to man, only the soil instead of being
only a foot or two in depth, is many. Tnat
STVII A SOU. IS IMMKXSELY PBODITTIVK
When supplied with the proper amount of
humus, and adapted to all the demands
which the agriculturist or horticulturist
may draw upon it, should be apparent.
And nature has not been neglectful to ap-
ply the hunms. When the tirst settlers
arrived here, and up to about ten years
ago, the whole country wns covered with
dense thickets and large trees, chiefly live-
oaks. So matted, indeed, were the thick-
ets, that it was not decreed suitable even
for sheep pasture. The leaves from those
trees falling (/or live-oaks shed their leaves
every three to live years, according to the
species), and the trees themselves falling
and decaying-, together with their roots in
the grounds, aided by the difierent native
plants with whichthecountry was covered,
has given it a supply that it will take
years to reduce so as to be noticeable in
the crops. After an examination of the
soil, its geological formation and

MAGNIFICENT SUBSOIL DRAINAC; X,

One is not surprised at the luxuriant
growth of grains, vegetables, trees and
vines. That the ground is humid can be
told by the original vegetation which now
remains. We have seen an elder tree
growing in a neglected corner, and a wild
native grapevine clambering along a fence;
and as we have no native variety of up-
land grape, only the riparia CUlfomica,
which, as its name implies, belongs to the
moist banks of streams, it is the surest sign
of mr.istness of the underlying soils. The
elder berry also belongs to the bottoms of
rivers. The farmers of the lower Sacra-
mento always take advantage of the signs
whioh nature displays, and iuvnriably select
the red willow land for the choicest peach
orchards. The soil has always been noticed
to be not only moist, bat also very rich,
where the wild grapevine grows, as it is

I well known to be a rani; feeder.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.
The Wuudurful Vi.riety and Qimillj of

t.r.iiii-. Klc, Grown.
<hratn-growiag km been ami is still the

principal product of the agricaltarista of
this region since the California and Ore-
gon Railroad traversed theircotmty. Prior
to that time wool-growing wag the chief
occupation, which has now been almost
abandoned tinoe its adaptability to die
growth of the cereals has been clearly
demonstrated. Wheat was first grown on
the adobe lan:!s lying to the westward, no
previous preparation or clearing of the
land standing in the way of tke pioneers
in this industry. All they had to do was
to plow the ground, harrow, sow tin' seed

I and await a bounteous harvest. They are
I still devoted to that purpose, and bang
very'rich, stroni; lands, have not percept-
ibly deteriorated, and ar>' still very valu-
able, thdogh not h'ld at as liiu'li figure as
such productive lands would be held in

I other portions of the State. They yield
in favorable seasons equally as veil as the
live-oak lands, but are not Bo sure, though
wv believe the grain-srowen have never
met with a. total failure. The live-oak
lands wiiv next brought nnder cultivation,
though it required a great deal of time
and money to clear tlu'::i, bat the expendi-
ture was more than onset by the sale of
wood, Marysville always being

A GOOD maim: I.:

For its disposal. We were shown a tract
of 10 acres adjoining the town from which
1,100 cords of wood were cut. .lust who

I the pioneer wheat-grower was in" the live-
oak lands we could not learn; possibly
there were several at the same time. Any
farmer examining the soil and the natural
vegetation with which it was covered,
could easily see that it was splendid train
land, ami when a market was found lor the
wood which could be cut therefrom, at re-
munerative prices, it was not Ion:: till the
whole country was cleared arid planted in
grain. The yield has been steady and
sun-, in total failures ever l>ein<: known.
To be sore, like all wheui lands all over
the globe, they have some years more
favorable thun othets, when the land yields
60 l.u-hri^ of wiieat to the acre, and i-i :in

oil'year falls as low as 2"> bushels. In fact,
it is jusl what one would expect from an
examination of the country. On'account
of its certainty of prodii-tion, this charac-
ter of land is held at the highest tuuri- of
all the lands of this region : but when its
adaptability to fruit trees of every descrip-
tion and vims have been more dearly
shown by actual trial and practical!
we predict that tiny will be the moat
valuable lands on the coast. The Feather
river bottoms have not l*en used for wheat
j»rowinj.% beinjt better adapted for alfalf.i,
broom com and yellow corn, and for which
.they are mostly used.

Barley if not raised so extensively as
wheat, but it yields on such lands enor-
inrm«lv—80 bushels to the acre often being
reported.

Vrj.l-TAKLI.s, (.URN, ETC.

Every variety of veaetable ffrown in
California here reaches its greatest devel-
opment, ar.d many too are grown profitably
which in other sections only meet with '.
partial suaces*. It is well known that corn
willnot properly nature where the nights
arc cold, retarding ita growth. This sec-
tion baa no su.!i drawback, and corn is
profitably cultivated by the hundred* of
acres, chiefly on the bottoms of Feather
river. Isroo;u<orn, ton, is extensively
cultivated and shipped in laree ijuantities,
l>it<i<les what is iwed in the local factory.

i'OTTov <;;:«»\vjno.

It is many years since the first culture
of rotten was attempted in this State. Id
the early days of the late w.ir the Legis-
lature of California ofiered a lart^e bonus
for the lir.st fifty bales of eottou
that would be produced in thu State.
Parties in this city entered into it« culti-
vation to gain the prize, selecting a pfece
of land in the pocket on the river thin
,-idc of l'reeport for their operation?. The
need was plumed, properly cultivated,
aud the growth was all that u<uld
be deoired, success seemed certain, but
at the time - when tbe ball was
atxmt half open further development was
apparently checked, a gum formed in tbe
stem of the ball, the cotton could not be
picked, and disaster overwhelmed the par-

ties. It was generally conceded that the
cool nights w«s the cause of the failure,
and that if a location had been selected
higher up the valley, removed from the in-
fluence of trade winds and resultant cool
nights, success would have been certain.

Since then cotton has been most success-
fully grown near Nieolaus. Slitter county.
where it matured to perfection, arid
yielded a quality of staple, both in length
and fineness, equal to the best ever raised
in any of the Southern States. Samples of
it were exhibited at the recent citrus fair
in this city, and was thus pronounced by
old cotton-growers and dealers, who ex-
amined it. Batte county, lying still fur-
ther from the influence of the trade winds,
may therefore be regarded as the natural
home for the cotton plant. The loose, por-
ous soil would absorb the sun's heat to a
great depth, it having been demonstrated
by thermomelrieal tests often to the depth
of twenty feet iv similar soils, and then
warm nights, aided by the heat in the
soil, would mature the growth of the plant
to its neatest perfection. Cotton has been
tested on a small s -ale on the opposite side
of the river, in Colusa. county, successfully.

alfalfa.

This wonderfully productive forage
plant, often called Chile clover, was orig-
inally brought from Spain, where it is
called lucerne, to South America, and from
thence to this State, where, until recently,
it has been exclusively cultivated on the
bank lands of streams where no irrigation
is needed. Of late years it has been plant-
ed in large tracts in Southern California
aud irrigated, where ityields prodigiously.
Ten or twelve years ago alfalfa w.is thought
to be ofsuch littlevalue, that pressed into
bales and shipped to San Francisco, it was
almost unsalable, selling the lowest of all
hays, often for one-half that of barley and
wheat hay, and in the markets wax denomin-
ated is "cow hay," it not being thought tit
for horse feed. How ide:is and prices have
changed! Now it is considered the equal
ofthe best hay, and in quotations is never
more than a dollar a ton below the very
best wheat and wild oat hay. The Feather
river bottoms are largely devoted to its
culture, where it is used as a pasture, cut
green and led to stock, and cured as hay
and fed to beef Cattle. We do not believe
there is a single dairy on the Feather
river, but in speaking with some of the
fanners, they announced their iutention of
engaging in butter-making shortly. The
famous gilt edge butter of the farmers of
the Sacramento, which commands the
highest prices in the markets, is made from
alfalfa fed cows, and while the lands adapted
to the growth of alfalfa on the Sacramento
is generally restricted to a narrow strip of
land lying along the banks of the river.
Often only a f^w rods in width, thus giving
comparatively but a few acres to each
farmer, the lands suitable for alfalfa on
Feather river is miles in width, extending
up and down the stream for long distances.
On the Ord ranch, which lies alon^ the
river, and contains 1,100 acres, we are in-
formed there are 700 acres devoted to alfalfa.
The Larkin ranch adjoining, anil lying
below the (>rd ranch, has hundreds ofacres
in alfalfa. We do not believe such large
tracts of alfalfa, raised without irrigation,
can be seen elsewhere in the State. Experi-
ments are being made inraising alfalfa on
the live-oak lauds near (iridley. and from
the appearance, of the patches which we
were shown we should

I'RONOrXCE THEM A SUCCESS.
On a small patch particularly that we
were shown, we never saw a better stand,
and an advantage that it possessed over the
bottom lands was that il was entirely free
from the numerous varieties of weeds with
which all bottom lands are infested. With
jKrennial water at a depth of twelve to
fourteen feet from the surface, and an open,
porous soil, we cannot see how it can help
being successfully raised. On the banks
of rivers which are planted in alfalfa, and
where the banks have become perpendicu-
lar by caving, caused by the erosion of the
current of the stream, we have seen roots
of alfalfa more than twenty feet in length,
extending to the water Hue, and that, too,
through the thick, compact clay soil of
which the banks are formed. As moisture
is the all-needful fbrsnccessfW alfalfa cult-
ure, we can see no reason why it cannot be
successfully grown on the lands surround-
ing Gridley, and without irrigation.

FRUIT-GROWING.

The Choicest Kinds of Krnlt Grown to tlie
Greatest Perfection.

It is well known that the almond is one
of the most shy bearing trees we have in
cultivation. Even in its native home,
Persia, where it it is.supposed to have been
brought from, it is not regular in its fruit-
age. But so profitable is its crop, that
even if it bears but once in three years it
is yet deemed one of the best paying of
our many orchard trees. There is a grove
of almonds near (Iridley, now several
years old, and of luxuriant growth, which,
since it has come into bearing, ba.s never
mi^s^l a eron. It is the easiest crop for
the farmer to handle when removed :: dis-
tance from market; not liable to a k'1|!. on
account of the restricted localities where it
will produce at all, and also that the
farmer can stow his crop, and await :i rise
in the market should'it be low. The Pa-
cific coast, besides, has almost a monopoly
in glowing this nut, so fewplaces are tiiere
suitable for its frucutieation. The only
drawback we can see U> its culture at <Jri<i-
ley at the present time is the number of
woodpeckers, whose tastes, thongh artifici-
ally acquired, run strongly toward almond.-,
from the time they set till they are
ripened and harvested. But the small boy
(and they are plenty here, too), with a
shotgun, willsoon remove this evil.

PSACH-OKOWIHG.

Peach growing, like other fruits, is yet
in its infamy, but those that have been
raised arc of an exceptionally line flavor,
size and appearance. The character of
the soil has everything to do with the color,
etc. In other localities it has been thor-
oughly proven by practice that dark clay
soils, while producing peaches in abund-
ance, and of great size, fail to(rive to them
that rich golden color and reddish blush
so typical of the perfect peach, and that
for some reason peaches raised on dark
clay soil have an excess of acid which de-
stroys the peedliai peach Savor which
makes them one of the mo-t delicious 'if
all frui's. Sandy or light-colored, rich,
well-drained, warm soils are pre-eminently
t!ie home of the peach, and where
it roaches its neatest perfection,
or© isely the kind <>f soil, drainage,
etc.. that We fed here at (jrid-

Icy. It U well known that.
the peach fa almost a^ Bemi-troptcal in its
characteristics as the orange, needing; a
warm climate to briiii;it to perfection, es-
tiivially at the time of ripening. Gridley

jntiisrsncn all taase in a greater degree than
jany portion of tbg Stale. < >t!ier parts
| may have one or Store, but it is rarely that
i any section has them all so harmoniously
combined. The number of hawing peach
tr.-.-s i:i this vicinity, on Me live-oak
lands, at present is not very but
those which are producing come fully Op
to what would be expected from a locality
so beneficently endowed. Peach orchards

: for market purposes, arc n >w being set out
; on a Urge \u25a0 ale, afirea of which will come
: iut i hnaring the iir-t time tliis -.

! The trees all have a splendid growth, are
ilv straight and sjwiiwliuai, no

; lean ix-in^'oi-ervcil on ar.y of the tr- \u25a0-, to

indicate from what direction the prevail-
ing winds blow. Their cultivation i.» per- 1
Cscttos, th- friaUliti o4' the soil tmii
air-.-n \u25a0•\u25a0 of weeds ssaksngeaay work for the
farmer.

ran kruccm.
This i« another fruit fbf which Oolifor-I

nia is -insularly well a-l.i:>:<•< 1. re:i bug
\u25a0 the greatest perfection, in niaiiy porti \u25a0<: \u25a0-.
It has been tested siti.i'actoiilv i;i t!iis rt-
{jion, thou^'U not on :i lar \u25a0.<\u25a0 . ale, and the .
fruit hangs well on the tree tillripe. One |
of the great objections to the more exten- i
sive etiKivation of thi.-, fruit is its liability j
to fcM&ng tr >!!i the tree* after s"ttin<r. ;
Some varieties have this failing .so many
years in anccesjrfoa as to necessitate their |
removal and the abandonment of apricot I
culture. We do not know the variety I
m ivatexl here, bat from those who have ;

raL-ed them we have heard no complaint of
not producing abundantly and constantly. I

ArPI.ES, IE AIts, KTf.

In this vicinity many apple and pear |
trees are planted out, but not in large :
number?, or in orchards, wheat having ab- j

sorbed nearly nil the attention of the farm-
ers The trees of all varieties are doing
excellently, anil not having any of the
scales to retard their development, make
luxuriant growth. We heard of but onr
drawback to their MicceasfaJ culture, and
that was their liability to he sunburned on
the trees, canscq. we are informed, by tin-
hot winds from the adjacent plains. We
think, however, that is not the iea.son, but,
it is caused by the radiated heat from the
soil underneath the trees ascending up-
ward*, and believe ifthey were trained to
branch low, tike a bosh, thus shading the
ground underneath thetree.thp caiiwe would
X- removed.

QBASOTB.
There appears to be :it the present time

\u25a0 wild enthusiasm iv favor of this fruit,
and the papers are constantly teeming
with the enormous returns from bearing
orchards, and lands which will pro-
duce this fruit are he!d at fabulous
sum- in the southern counties. We be-
lieve if the statistics were shown of the
lto-s yields and nut profits of. some of our
well-iuiltivatc-d peach nod Bartlett pear
orchards lor the last ten ye.ar.-5 it would
throw into the shade any authenticated
pmiii that has ever been made from orange
orchards, and that, 100, without waiting
m:<-1i a nninber of years for a return. Batte
connty h fumed for haying the best citrus
lands in the State, entirely exempt
from injurious frost-. as ii.es of
BMre ton a quarter of a century's
growth will show, and besides maturing
tin 01 from six weeks to two months earlier
than the southern counties can. This hag
been proven by the shipments to markets
for years. Nearly every door-yard in• tridley has its orange tree, and some as
lnL,'!i as a dozen or more, all presenting :i

healthy apj>earance, free from all scuh-
and of a vigorous growth. In fact, when
an orange tree is brought from the south-
ern counties all covered with black Scales
and set out here, in a short time the scale
disappears, the climate, a^ we. have else-
where shows, being alike fatal to its ex-
istence and propagation. All the orange*
raised here are perfectly clean and ready
for the market when gathered, without the
expense of polishing; which detracts so
ranch from their keeping qualities. There
is an orange orchard on Mr. Campbell's

Jilace, near Feather river, about four miles
listant, of Olio trees, coming into bearing,

and next year double as many more will
!><\u25a0 planted on the sariie place. Many
others will also engage in theircultivation,
the only deterring Cattse being the length
of time they will have to wait before get-
ling fullcrops. The town of (iridley be-
ing very young had no orange trees of
large growth. To obviate thin defect of
youthfalness they had two large orange
trees about "J r> years old and HO inches in
circumference transplanted here from
Marysville at a great expense of time,
trouble and money. The trees were in no-
wise injured by their removal, now show-
ing thriftynew branches, and are expected
to produce a large crop the coming season.
Last year one of them Ixire more than
;!,000 oranges of a good quality.

QILLFES AN'I) VTNEYARD6.
The future wealth and prosperity of

California wo believe to be inseparably
bound up with viticulture. It will be to
us what the vine has been to France. < >ur
markets willbe the whole civilized world.
The experimental stage has long since
been passed, and the only questions to be
settled in the future are which districts
will produce the best wines and raisins.
Irrigated vines can never compete in qual-
ity with those which draw their supply of
moisture from the water in the soil. That
has been settled beyond, all question. The
best raisins in the world are dried in the
sun on the ground, radiated iitatno doubt
playing a Very important part in the pro-
cess. The atmosphere, too, should lie dry
to gain the most perfect results. No por-
tion of the State possesses equal advantages
to the region surrounding (iridley. She
has the soil and climate, and only needs
the hands of experienced men to properly
direct them. A beginning has already
lieen made, not a farm but can boast of :>
few acres and some as high as twenty.
And everywhere they are doing splen-
didlyand are receiving care and attention.
a lew successes in viticulture will change
the whole system of agriculture and laud
holdings in this vicinity. The big grain
ranches will have to go. and instead of a
population of three or lour to the square
mile there will be hundreds. Every evi-
dence of the impending change is appar-
ent. The land that will produce wine and
raisin grapes as this land will is too valua-
ble io be *ee-.!,-,i U>grain. Iv less than t'.ve
ye irs from now we do not expect to Bee a
single acre in grata in the lire-oak lands.
Grain growing will be relegated to the
adohe lands, for which they ..re so i
liurlv adapted.

XX, CTTLTORE.
There arr a number of fig ;;-;\u25a0•\u25a0« scattered

about the town, but so far they have been
6et out only for family use. But the suc-
cess met with by a gentleman in the town
of Hangor, Kutte county, may htdnee Oth-
ers to follow his example." To dry the
common black California fig and place it
an the market in a merchantable condi-
tion has, we think, never been successfully
accomplished, though often attempted. Butthis gentleman has done so. and in the
following manner: He ttlacessome ;
tion on the ground underneath the trees,
to prevent the tigs when they fall from be-
ing bruised or abraided, and from U-ing
soiled by the sand and dirt. He allows
the tigs to remain upon the tree until they
fall,being then thoroughly ripe and par-
tially dry. lie then exposes them to the
tun until cured and the figsugar covers
them,presses them into boxes and the- ..re
ready for market. Last year he shipped
one and one-half tons to Chicago, where
they sold for eight cents per pound. At
.six cents per pound he says they are tlie
best crop he could rai-e. We tasted them,
found they were sweet and well preserved,
the only objection being the thick skin.
Other varieties with a thin nkin, thus
treated, willfill all the requirements ol .1

merchiiitalm tig, we believe.

COMMUNICATION.

Factntlea Tor Tnivelinc anil the Markot-
Infl of Products -Ktc.

Cridh-y is possessed of many advantages
of <ommuni< ation, both in number ami
character, not oxcomkid by any inland
town in California. To !>c. -uro it has the
Ppstoffice, for that is vouchsafed to even
tV.i'M,ia!li'<t of hamlets and crces-roods,
but it hat, in addition, nn agency ofWells,
Fargo i\: ('..,. Western Tuion and Portal
Telegraph Facilities and the private
telephone line of Rideout A <V.,
which extends to nnmeroas points all
over Northern California. including Sac-
ramento and Marysville. The California
and Oregon Kailroad gives it both cheap
and rapid communication twice a day
north and tooth. By county roads, a:id
good on<^, too, it i* connected with avast
extent of country extending clear to the
Buttes on the wot. which uses Gridley sw
its shipping juiint,and from which it draws
all it . aappbes. Tiiis caaatry is entirely
under ruitiv.itioß. not one waate acre in a
drive of over twenty miles |g be seen,
bod thickly settled for an exclusively
graiii-growiii:.' sertion. Pennington,:isriialL
town lying north of the Battca, and with
all its feeders, is also tributary to (Jridtey
for railroad commoication. To the east-
ward boa the Feather river with its rich
bottoao lands corared with alfal(a-<fields
and trait and vegetable farm-, and from
which aione were shipiKti 3-3,000 sacks of
yellow (.orn in one SEaaou, besides broom-oorn in vast quantities, fruit, hay, etc.
There is a proposition now on foot to bnild

A It.\ILROA!> TO MOOUK.S .-TATION,
Which Bea about fifteen miles to the east-wmJ, anj that enlarge their field in that
direction. Another project is on the tapis
to construct a railroad to Penarngton, dis-
tant westward about twelve mile-:, in order

i to lap Urge \u25a0actions tlwiti wJneh now haul
their gnia to Marysville and there obtain
their supplies. Nor are either of these
projects chimerical. There is not the

', slightest obstacle interTninj; between
Pennington and Gridley. The coun-

j try is almost perfectly level, with
i a very slightly descending grade
! through the adobe lands towards the
! Buttes, which we believe is not more than
j three feet to the mile, as evidenced by the

I water we saw running in the ditches which


