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IN MEMORIAM
Obsequies of the Late

Charles Crocker.

REMINISCENCES OF BIS LIFE

Expressions of Pioneer Citizens Wto
Knew Him Well.

I iIDH'" FUHER'L CEREMOHiES.

Memorial Resolutions Adopted by

California Associations.

HJB STRUGGLES IN EARLY LIFE.

Merchant anil Friend of Sacra-
mento — Hie Unottentntion*

Charities, and Bis

Great Reward.

The funeral of the late Charles \u25a0

took place from lhe First Congregational
Church, San Francisco, at 2 o'clock
day.

In accordance with the expressed wish of
Mr. Crocker, made some time prior to his
death, the funeral ceremonies were con-
ducted with as little ostentation as possi-
ble. Floral pieces were few, by reugest of
Colonel Fred Crocker, but the few which
were accepted were very elegant. The
principal piece was from the general
officers of the Southern Pacific.

Long before the time announced for the
opening of the services immense throngs of
people gathered in the vicinity of the
church, while inside the building every
seat available to the public was taken, aud
many crowded the aisles. At each door a
police officer stood on gnard to prevent
overcrowding aud to keep out improper
persons. A cordon of police also occupied
the sidewalk and kept a clear passage way
for mourners and friends who were entitled
to admission.

Owing to the many friends and acquaint-
ances of the bereaved family, who could
not be neglected, more cards had to be sent
out than the church could accommodate.
The result was that when 2 o'clock arrived
the place was packed, and the doors had
to be closed even upon those who held
cards of admission. This could not pos-
sibly be avoided, as there was not even
standing room left inside.

DECORATIONS.
The galleries of tbe church were beauti-

fully decorated with plants and shrubs
bung with folds of deep-black cloth. The
OTgan-loft and vicinity of the altar were
also draped in a similar manner, the whole
presenting a solemn and awe-inspiring ap-
pearance.

The funeral cortege started from the
house at 1:30 o clock, with the following
pall-bearers—the casket being carried by
the eight colored men who have been long-
est in the employ of the Southern Pacific
Company—Governor R. W. Waterman, ex-
Governor George C. Perkins, R. C. Wool-
worth, C. H. Huffman, J. H. Strowbridge,
W. E. Brown, A. N. Towne, S. M. Wilson,
L. D. McKiseck, Lorenzo Sawyer, Lloyd
Tevis, W. T. Coleman, Irving M. Scott. E.
H. Miller, Jr., John Q. Brown, Major R. P.
Hammond. Adam Grant.

THE CASKET,

Which was copper-lined and of the best
ordei of workmanship, draped heavily in
black and covered by trailing vines and
white flowers, bore the following inscrip-
tion:-

CHARLES CROCKER,
Died 14th August, 1889.

Aged
b5 years and 11 months.

# i
The cortege moved from the family resi-

dence to the First Congregational Church,
where it arrived exactly at 2 o'clock.

When the procession came in sight over
Post-street hill, the roadway had become
blocked by pedestrians, and it required al-
most superhuman exertions to clear a space
in front af the church for the carriages to
drive up.

IN THK ESCORT

Of thirty-six carriages, occupied by imme-
diate friends, were also two handsome open
wagonettes with children representing the
Girls' and Boys' Aid Society, of which in-
stitution Mr. Crocker had been a constant
patron. The hearse, which is one used only
in special public occasions, and was last
used at the funeral of General John F.
Miller, is one very richly draped inside its
glass panels, but without any showy trim-
mings, was drawn by four horses, was
followed by the eight colored men, who
were especially attached to Mr. Crocker, he
having been noted as the friend of the
colored man from the early abolition days.
These men, upon arriving at the church,
carried the casket to its resting place before
the pulpit.

Mrs. Crocker entered the church leaning
on the arm of Col. C. F. Crocker. Next
came WilliamCrocker and his wife. Next
George Crocker, and then the other rela-
tives of the deceased.

The services and attending circumstances
*cere remarkable for simplicity, while at

-the same time the ceremony was an im-
"poaing one. The first three pews imme-
<iiat«ly in front of the bier were occupied
by^he relatives of the deceased, the follow-
ing ice to the rear by intimate friends,
while the remainder of the main floor was
taken possession of by railroad employes.
The public, or rather those of it who had
got there early, occupied seats in the gal-
lery.

Shortly after* the arrival of the cortege
the

IMPBESSrVE CRREHOXIES
Began. Rev. Drs, Dwineil and Benton

conducted the services. Dr. Benton in-
voked divine blessing, after which the
choir sang. Pev. Dr. Dwineil then pro-
ceeded to preach a funeral sermon. He
was followed by Rev. Dr. Benton who
dwelt upon the lifework and benevolence
of the deceased. Rev. Dr. Dwineil spoke
of death and the beauties of and consola-
t:or. offered by the Christian religion.

The music was of the most impressive
character. The choir sang the hymn

" Come unto Me and I will Give Thee
Rest," with accompaniment on the grand
organ by Samuel P. Mayer. After prayer,
Mrs. Mariner-Campbell sang " IKnowlThat
My P-deemer Livetb/'in a voice so rich
and with such feeling that it brought fresh
tears from the mourners. The services
closed with a prayer for the peace of the
dead by Dr. Bentcc. Mr. and Mrs. Camp-

as friends of the Crocker family, took
:he places in the quartet : Mrs. Lewis and
B. Jensen.

TKE PROCESSION.

The funeral procession was then formed
and the people filed out of the church to
tie measure of a dirge played 0:1 the organ.

The coffin was borne lo the hearse by the
pail-bearers. Tte procession of carriages
which followed to the Laurel HillCem-
etery was one of the longest ever seen in
this \u25a0

The family of the deceased is completely
prostrated by their great ioss, and wept
constantly during the services. Mrs.

ckerhadto bt supported through the
ceremonies by her sons Fred and George,
and several time= n< c way to hys-
teria. It is feared': ihock may af-
fect her seriously. The genera! offices and
workshops of the Southern Pacific throngh-

tbe system remained closed out of re-
spect for the dead.

AT TEE CEMETERY.
\u25a0.Py Telegraph.l

The funeral cortege reached Laurel Hiil
cemetery at 4:15 p. m., sixty-nine carriages
following the hearse to the family vault -. I
Nicholas Luring selected for the temporary
resting place of the remains. The broad
avenues were crowded with people. The
casket was borne to the door of the tomb,
where were the two clergymen; the pall-
bearers were arranged either side the en-
trance. Tbe grief-stricken family oc-
cupied the central space, Mrs. Crocker
being so prostrated as to require the con-
stant support of two of her sons. Tbe
Masonic choir sang " Thy Will be Done,"
Dr. Benton repeated the simple funeral
service ot the church and the choir then
rendered the beautiful hymn, " IHeard a
Voice from Heaven Say." Dr. Eenton
then concluded the funeral liturgy as
ordered by the church. The casket
waa then borne within the vault, whither
it was followed by intimate friends.
Shortly after their withdrawal the tomb
was closed and to-morrow it willbe sealed
up by masonry. Thus ended the funeral of
Charles Crocker. Its entire management
was under direction of T. H. Goodman of
the Southern Pacific Company, and itwas
marked by simplicity, promptness and to-
tal absence of any pretentious display.

Another Account.
[By Telegraph.]

No funeral of late years in this city, with
the possible exception of that of Senator
Miller, has been attended by as large a
crowd as that of Charles Crocker to-day.
Nothing but good words respecting him'
was heard in the immense throng that sur-
rounded the approaches to the church
during the funeral services, and these from
a crowd composed of persons in every con-
dition of life—from the toileron the streets
to the millionaire who, having arrived late,
was denied the privilege of entering the
church.

Those who appeared to grieve most, how-
ever, were the employes of the Southern
Pacific Company, and among these the
colored servitors were loudest in their ex-
pressions of sorrow for themselves and
condolence for the bereaved family.

MANY A>-D VARIOUS

Were the subterfuges used to enter the
church, and had the occasion been anything
else but a funeral, the police wouid un-
doubtedly have bad a hard time repelling
those who had set their heads upon being
spectators of the scene. Women sought
admission on the ground that their hus-
bands were in the employ of the railroad
company, or they were acquainted with
some members of the family, while a large
number of the stronger sex claimed to be
employes of some of the different branches
of the railroad, and others attempted to gain
an entrance by representing themselves as
members of the staff of some of the city
dailies. To all, however, the same answer
was returned—that the church contained
all it could conveniently hold, and that in-
gress was impossible. Some few managed,
daring the services, to elude the vigilance of
the officers and enter, and appeared per-
fectly contented to stand in the outer cor-
ridors and crane their necks in vain at-
tempts to look over the heads of those who
preceded them. To these seeing was impos-
sible, and the voices of the speakers were
inaudible, whileeven the notes of the organ
and of the singers were subdued. Those
who remained outside waited patiently for

THE COBTEGE

To emerge from the church, and passed
the time in pointing out notables on
the sidewalks and in carriages. The
two who appeared to have the most
charms for the crowd were Judge
Hoffman and ex-Senator Fair. The lat-
ter sat during the church service in
an open carriage on Mason street. In the
church one thing was particularly notice-
able, and that was that on the entrance of
the pall-bearers with the coffin the con-
gregation maintained a perfect silence and
refrained from turning round to watch the
procession move up the aisle. As Mrs.
Crocker appeared, leaning on the arm of
Colonel Fred Crocker, there was a subdued
hum, but it died away as quickly as it
commenced. Mrs. Crocker was heavily
veiled, and although it could be seen that
she was deeply affected, still she main-
tained a semblance of composure that was
truly wonderful under the circumstances.

At the close of the services, and after the
coffin had been

BOKXE FBOM THE CEtTRCH
And the mourners and the majority of
those who had been spectators had left,
quite a number of the crowd that had
waited so patiently, ascended the steps and
viewed the few funeral decorations and
floral pieces which were being placed in ex-
press wagons for transportation to the
cemetery. Some of these floral designs
were so large that it was impossible to take
them into the church by the side dooi, and
they had to be carried in and out of the
main entrance. The loose flowers and
scraps of vines that fell from designs were
picked up by those in the church and
carried away a? momentoes of the occasion,

and it-was not until an hour after the
funeral had left, that the doors of the edifice
were finally closed.

In this City.
During the week since the announcement

of the death of Mr. Crocker flags have
been floated at half-mast from stalls in all
parts ot the c-.ty, for his death was recog-
nized to be a loss to this city to which he
had t- • a firm friend.

Yesterday the great works ol the Central
Pacific Railroad Company in this city were
closed (low. ttae time of the funeral
aad 2,000 inei r —il in their labors out of

• • \u25a0-:" l aa builder.
-'-- • :t:ed their meet-

ing yesterday at a mark oi respect to the
deceased, >-,

and Mayor went to San Francuao
te attend the funeral. The Trustees will
assemble today, wht-n resolutions ti-
pre_ive of th ••- of the Board upon the
death of J will be .

.
\u25a0

to attend th< several
heads - ntbern IV.-
cific I

On E there stilli lands
the a,..- ir. Crocker's
Sacramento ho lie wa3 ..
workin . this city. Bat a
block o . atial mani
erected a lew ter. this Salter, with
its be-
tect order, a tie-like as wh

:. To this house, the at
\u25a0..

yanl
\u25a0

- .

many'ies of dear memories to this city—
comes each ye>ir to spend some weeks in
restful quiet. To this mansion she sent
her only daughter tbe day of her marriage
in San Francisco, something over a year
ago, and out of this mansion the young
couple, after a few days' stay, went to their
home in New York.

The expression of the hope is universal
in this city that the remains of Mr. Crocker
willbe brought here for interment, to re-
pose beside those of his two children and
the brother who was a partner in the early
successes.of his railway-building.

REMINISCENCES.
Fenonal Recollections of Old Friends or

Charles Crocker.
We present herewith a number of ex-

pressions of the personal feelings of citi-
zens of .Sacramento and others who lived
here at the time Mr. Crocker did. Some
of them contain interesting reminiscences
of early days and all show the esteem in
which the deceased was held by those who
knew him well:

A SHINING EXAMPLE.
Eugene J. Gregory, Mayor of Sacra-

mento, said that the wonderful career of
Charles Crocker had always been before
him as a bright and shining example of
what might be accomplished by honest,
straight-forward preseverance in the path
of duty and the accomplishment of
great undertakings. Continuing he said :

" In the death of Charles Crocker this
community lost a most estimable and en-
terprising citizen, whose lifewas character-
ized by indomitable perseverance, pluck
and energy; whose integrity and honor have
always been above reproach, and who was
one of the most prominent factors in the
development of our commercial progress.
In his death our State has lost one who
was thoroughly identified with its interests
from its earliest history, and whose fore-
sight fully anticipated the magnitude
which this great commercial center was
destined to reach, and at a time when our
industries and natural resources were
almost totally undeveloped. From my
earliest recollections I have known Mr.
Crocker through the various stages of for-
tune in which he successively passed. His
children and myself were schoolmates
together in this city, and I have often ex-
perienced the pleasure of kind and encour-
aging words from him when but a child.
My impressions, therefore, concerning his
worth and ability as a man, commenced at
an early stage of my life, and were of the
most favorable character ; and my appre-
ciation of him—judging from his achieve-
ments and the manifest good he has accom-
plished—is greater than ever. I remember
him as an honorable merchant in our city,

' well-to-do, but not overburdened with this
: world's goods, and I distinctly call to mind
j the inauguration of that great work—the
building of tbe Central Pacitic Railroad—

i of which he was one of the most promi-. nent factors, and which to-day iseharaeter-
l ized as one of the most progressive and

important elements in the development of
our vast and unequaled resources. The
difficulties and hardships which be and his
honored associates endured in the incep- J

j tion, progress and of that -.Teat '
work leaves an undeniable record ol
bread views and practical convictions—a
monument, to his plnck and energy. I•'
have had considerable business with Mr. •
\u25a0 r i -i-.t'i during his lifetime, and have

' always found him b< rabte and upright
in all trai I leath our city
has lost an honored citizen, who was sreat
in her history, remarkable iv his achieve- i

her eve y interest,
her when the last spike

was driven which joined tiie two great
omonwealtl

; gon—lhe frail antic en-
terprise in wl the prime

. factors. Mj-. - and
j in t- f unimpaired manhood, bat
! the occasion seemed to ..-.; :•

tions ::jrise before bin:.
hi ii md ..n my said 'My

: boy, I've. _iv<.
ing my career as.a railr . ! joined

; the Central and Union ids to-
gether, and the South* n Pacifi with

jother roads; .
-\u25a0 tes of Calif' mi i to-

; gether; bat, m; ; ".'>. I ai&tjifraid this wiii
et :n-
--o-

videni -.- ordained thai il -
\u25a0 -.mix ro's

lis-Mayor ' hi tsto] " 1

am glad - iportunity to say some-
thing of ( harle|jCrocker. I have" known
him intimately and wei! for over thirty
years, and I looked upon him as one of the
greatest men of his time. In all the
branches of Business and industry in
Which he was interested, he was always
the same Char-jay Crocker—full of push,
vim and vigor. To his ability,energy and
management, more than any thing else, the
.'.instruction of this railroad i- due.
When everyone else quailed hefore the
magnitude of the undertaking and, with
failing hearts, were ready to give it up, he
was the man who said it must be built,
and who by his energy and perseverance
encouraged others and pushed the road to
completion. Itwas the same in politics.
There was no half-way work about Charles
Crocker. He was straight-forward in
business, and his word was as good as his
bond. Whenever he had anything to do,
he did it with a will; and I "looked upon
him as one of the greatest men California
ever produced. He was a man of big
heart and_ noble nature. It was not the
force of circumstances made him great, but
his own work. He was a man of rather
retiring disposition, but when he had any-
thing to do he put his whole mind, will
and muscle, too, into the work.

"Charles Crocker was always the friend
of Sacramento. In 1861. after the flood,
he was one of the men who came forward
and put up his money to help build levees,
and at all times he had a good word for
this city. No matter where he was located,
he always looked upon Sacramento as his
home. While I was in office and called
upon him for anything in behalf of the
city, I always found him ready to help
Sacramento in anything she undertook.
He was a member of the City Council at
one time and a member of the Legislature,
and possessed rare executive ability. His
leading characteristic was that force and
energy which enabled him to surmount all
obstacles. Always affable, pleasant and
sociable, he made warm friends, and the
acquisition of wealth never made him ar-
rogant.

''He was instrumental in locating the
railroad shops here, and always believed
in home industry and building everything
that could be built, here. A man came
here once with aproposition to furnish cars
and engines, and wanted to present figures
to show that they could be built cheaper in
the East than they could here. Mr. Crocker
said that he preferred to have them built
here and give employment to the people,
even ifthey did cost more. He was al wav-
the friend of the working man. Irecollect
one time, when times were very dull in
San Francisco, and there were a great
many people idle and nothing for them to
do, and he made work for them and gave
employment to all who applied. I believe

he did that out of his own pocket, but it
m.iy have been in connection with the
railroad company. lam perfectly satisfied
about the position he tor.k in regard to the
work iv the shops here, and that he wanted
everything built here that conld be. He
contended that the men would bnild homes
and ride on the railroads, and that it was
the best tiling for the company to put their
money here instead ofsending i: i-last.

''1 will give yon one incident that will
rate his willingness to accommodate

the people of Sacramento. At the time I
-. as Mayor, tbe trains ran over the Western
and th-- depot mat at the foot of X street.
The track rtra along Front streei on the
east of the depot, and every time a
train came in all of the trackmen and

• d in loading or unloading
- bad to pull ooi^and wait until the

train pas 'd and then ;ain. They
got ij a petit* n and ! went down with it

Mr.Crocker and see it be could not do
something to relieve the situation. lex-
plained my miss! ,n and he called Mr.
towne and asked bin
Mr. Towne did not think anything conld

i- at that time. Th as get-
. Id ami tbey would want a new one

nd then the matter could be
Mr. Cr

1 doing and he Baid:
\u25a0 What is it tha rant us to

do"0 'We wat. depot
and hav< th in on the other side,"

\u25a0.!. 'All right,' said M
'have it moved right away, Mr. Towne.

-.;, wait. and
work

le of twent
"J co you many

within my knowledge, i g the
cling healwaj mento,

and the promptness with whi h be

out anything be consider
his death a great lore to California.

" ! hope that it willbi de* ided that his
ren. be interred h'-re, where his
children and his distinguished brother areburied."

! ". WORK.
Hon. A. P. Catlin said: '* I knew Mr.

Crocker in the early day*. He was notedfor his great exuberance of spirits. He
seemed always to look on the bright side
of things and was ready to undertake and
carry out almost any enterprise. In fact,
you could not pick" out a man that was
more fitted to take hold of any enterprise
than Charles Crocker. If he undertook
and enterprise he would carry it through
to completion. His brother, K. B. Crocker,
possessed the same characteristic, but as a
lawyer had not the opportunity ofshowing
this quality that a business man has.
While on the bench Judge Crocker, de-
cided more cases tban any other man in
the same length of time, and rendered
some exceedingly well prepared opinions.
They both had an immense capacity for
work. Charles Crocker would do more
work than two ordinary men. Messrs.
Huntington, Stanford and Hopkins were
conservative, but Mr. Crocker was all
push and vim and energy. He possessed
just the qualities necessary to complete
the great combination. These men have
been criticised because they let contracts
to themselves. The fact is, the road could
not have been built any other way. They
advertised in the old Sacramento Unionand other papers to let contracts for dif-
ferent sections of the work, but no one
would undertake it, and Charles Crocker
took hold himself and pushed it through.
This same characteristic can be seen
through all the work which has been ac-
complished by the company. He has
been at the front in pushing every exten-
sion and branch in the whole system."

THE FIRST IRON FRONT.
A. C. Sweetzer said: "When I first knew

Charles Crocker he had a store somewhere
up in the mining regions and used to come
to Sacramento for his goods, driving his
own team down. He and Clark Crocker
came here and opened a dry goods and
clothing store on J street, where the Cap-
ital Woolen Mills Company have their
store now. I think that was in 1851 or
18-52. Charles went east in 1852 to get
married, and while he was there the great
fire of '52 occurred, on the night of the
2d of November. They were burned out
with others, and he ordered in New York
an iron front for a new building;. He
shipped it out here and put it in a'build-
ing which he put up on that lot, and they
then entered largely into the dry goods
and clothing business. This was the first
iron front ever put up in Sacramento.
Soon afterwards Charles Crocker bought

Clark out, and continued the business him-
self up to the time he engaged in building
the railroad. He was a man of wonder-
ful activity and energy, and took part in
all public matters. He wis elected a
member of the City Council and after-
wards to the Legislature, and was always
recognized as a leader when anything was
to be accomplished."

HONEST, AFFABLE AND CHARITABLE.
William Beck-nan, President of the

People's Hank, said : " Ibecame acquainted
with Charles (.'rocker as early as 1853,
when he was keeping a store on J street,
lie was then the same jolly,whole-souled
man he has always been, lie always
called me : Hill,'and 1 always called him
'Charley.' A few years ago I met him at
Monterey, and addressed him as -.Mr.
Crocker,' and he said: ' None of
I'm the same old Charley Crocker.' 1 had
a great deal ol" dealings with Mr. Crocker
when the railroad was being built, supply-
ing him with hay and grain. They did
not have as much money then as now. but

•ilv.;:;. good as any man's in the
world, and I would take it for an) amount.
Sometimes, when a large amount of hay
and grain wouid be delivered, lie would
-ay: 'I would like to have you hold the
bill for tiiis tor a month/ When the
time came round the cash was always
ready. I hold that Charles (.'rocker wits
(me of the best citizens Sacramento ever
had or ever willhave. I never saw any j
change in him from the days when he was
comparatively poor until his death, lie'
has been the same tc me aiways. 1

irk *.'.. afriend ofmine the ct!.
that i ever went to ii
Charles Crocker would. I never knew !
him to be guilty of a mean action in mv
life. A if things have been said
about him 7 •-: tri therailroad,;
but i 'io not 'nelieve be ever did a man an
injury. Iflie ever unintentionally did a!
man an injustice he would sit up all night
to make it right with him. 1 am only
sorry that we have not got more men like !
him. He deserves to be rich and he has!
male good use of his wealth.

"Charles Crocker was continually con-
tributing to charities in a quiet way and
did not want to have them talked about.
Ican give as an illustration an in, idem
which occurred on the very day lie died.
A little girl who lives in "this" (ity. Miss
Mami. . baa written ti> Mr.
Crocker a v w days bef< c asl ing bim if be
could not do ; a kinder-
garten school which was being started
here. Within an hour of the time the
news of his death reached here a check
drawn in his favor on the bank of Crocker,
Woolworth & Co., for 5250 was presented

countersigned by Mr. Crocker on
the lMth."

ABSOi.tTET.Y .TU-T ASD HON

C. 11. Cummings said that he could
speak of Mr. Crocker only in the highest
terms of praise. '1 regarded him," he con-
tinued, "as a very just, honest and upright
mau ; one who would do unto others as he
would hive others do unto him. He
always wanted his dues, but he was just as
ready to others theirs. 1 have known
Mr. Croc';;-! since 1853 or 1854 and found
him always strictly honorable in all his
dealings. He was a man of remarkable
energy and great executive ability. Ob-

that would seem to others like
mountains to him appeared mere trifles
and be overcame them with a willand de-
termination that knew no limits."
HIGHEST TYPF.uF AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP.

W. ('. Coleman said: "Ihave known
Charles Crocker long and favorably, dating
back to 1851 or 1852, and have sold goods
to him to fill country orders before he
opened his dry goods store on J street, be-
tween Eighth and Ninth, in this city. He
was a very popular and successful man,
aud his square dealing and strict integrity
were never truthfully questioned. Mr.
Crocker was a good citizen and a great
suocess, and 1 have looked upon him and
the example he has set of the highest type
of American citizenship, illustrating "the
possibilities under our form of govern-
ment, enabling men to arrive at a high
standard of fame in the civil pursuits and
the legitimate acquisition of wealth. The
experience with and knowledge of such a
life as that of Mr. Crocker is as a text-
book—a record that will live forever and
constitute a relerence to what is possible to
be done by honesty, perseverenee and in-
domitable energy in the pursuits of life in
this advanced age. There will be uni-
versal regret at the loss of Charles Crocker,
who was doubtless in his sphere of
manhood the peer of any man. We sub-
mit, but with sorrow, to the loss of this
self-made man, one so kind and just: so
wise, persevering and successful: a man
possessing so many good traits worthy of
emulation by all humanity."

A STUPENDOtS Bt'SlNF.ss TITAN.
The Rev. I. hi. Dwineil, formerly of the

Congregational Church of this city, said :

" It gives me pleasure to indicate in a
few words what I regardjas the industrial
mission of Charles (.'rocker. In tbe devel-
opment of California no other single party
has acted so prominent or useful a part as
the railroad company from which he has
now passed away. They were all remark-
able men individually—each, in his wav,
a giant. But they were men remarkable
in their combination. They made one
colossal working whole—a stupendous
business Titan ; tive brains, five hearts, five
separate sets of gifts and qualities supple-
menting one another, and going forward
as one superior intelligence and wisdom
and energy—in perfect faith and confi-
dence in one another, with unity of plan
and work, and with wonderful power to
infuse a kindred spirit in their subor-
dinates.

"In this matchless group Charles
Crocker had a marked providential place
which no other one of them could have
filledand which was essential to success.
His was the constructive foree —not that
which struck out the plans or managed
the finances, or glided through legal com-
plications, or smoothed the way before the
public—but that which was at the front,
pushing the road. His business was to
throw lines of track, sometimes miles a
day, from his strong arms across mount-
ains and rivers and plains. It is his
mark, drawn by his own hand, which we
see to-day, along which the trade and
travel of the coast and the continent speed
north and south, east and west, over this
whole State and the adjacent Territories.
In my judgment tha State and coast owe
him a great debt of gratitude, which one
day ihey willgladly pay."

Rev. J. A. Benton, first pastor of the
Congregational Church in this city and
now President of the Pacific Theological
Seminary at Oakland, said : " That Mr.Crocker has had a most remarkable career
is obvious. We fail to get at the secret ofit
by referring to the poverty that compelled
the endeavor to earn his livelihood at a
very tender age. Other children are so
thrown upon their own resources, who
afterwards amount to but little. We must
not overlook the quality of the home in
which he lived and the character of those
who pave his young ideas their shape. It
will be found, I think, that Mr. Crocker
owed more to that lowly home, much as
he loved it, than he himself ever dreamed.
Then, also, he had rare characteristics in
strong combination. He was jolly,easy,
mirthful,social, full ofbonhomie ; and still
was sharp, quick, resolute, aspiring, ambi-
tious to excel, and untiring in application.
How could he be so cheery, affable, genial
and turn to one so abruptly the face of de-
cision, negation, firmness and reproof. He

was really endowed double, and therefore
could accomplish as much as tw other
men. each differently endowed, might ac-complish."

\ BANKING INCIDENT.

Frank Miller. cashier of D. O. M
I ...'s bank, speaking of Mr. Crod .-:•'- life
and character, told the following as illus-
trating tbe confidence which business men
bad in him in early days: "My acquaint-
ance with Mr. Crocker began ia 1857,
when I came to California as a boy, nnd'
he was then a prominent and active citizen
of Sacramento. Tbe Central American
was lost about that time, and his remit-
tances to New V...-I; to i lit-
ors were either lest or delayed—which it
wa- Ido not know—hut I heard try father
Bay that D. ( >. Milk, who was then inNew Yotk, immediately p. Mr.
Crocker's paper. This may have been,
and probably-.. y common fact be-
tween two men of nearly equal I
strength, but it seems to illustrate Mr.

ker's character, when you kn 1
learned years ago, that be was dci.- _-rate-

"t. The friendship be-
tween tiie two ;ucn was ver

;..it.';
HIS KINDNESS Or Hi: ( ;

W. E. Chamberlain, of 1). O. Mi
Co.' !..-\u25a0 ik, said: "Of a personal :•. -tiaint-
ance with Mr. Crockei from the tit f
bis arrival in Californi:., I have most
pleasant memories, and as Secretary, while

tber of the mv
ernment, and at other limes as a

i have a grateful n ,
bis manyacts of friendship. His
of heart-was known to all with whom he
had friendly or business relations. While
in mercantile business in Sacramento.hehad lan
lhe bank of !>.(>. _ . ]]
times had their lirst the
honorable dealings, strict 7 and
business capacity which havi his
career through .

KNITTED TO REWARD.
E. Lyon, who has been a m

Sacramento since the early day- of its
history, said that while lie had not been
personally intimate witb Ur. Crocker, he
had always admired his sterling business
qualities, bis energy and public bj 77. He
had watcher) his career from the time tbe
Central Pacific was first pr
knew the difficulties which he and his
associates had surmounted to accomplish
the great undertaking. They were en-
titled to the reward they had earned, and
if they had acquired wealth for themselves
they had at the same time built up tbe
city of Sacraniento and the State Cali-
fornia, and were entitled to the gratitude
cf the people.

HIS MIGHTY ACHIEVEMENT-.
Colonel.!. li. Woodward, of Oakland,

thus expressed himself in a portion of the
life-work of Mr. Crocker :

"Sherman marched from Atlanta to-the
sea through a populous territory, and left
behind him a trail of ashes —a broad red
marked only with the desolating fir \u25a0d,
and yet the world called him a hero anil a
mighty chieftain. < 'has. ( rocker marched
from Sacramento to Ogden, over two
ranges of mountains and 500 miles of
desert, and tbe line of bis march was
marked with a mighty commercial artery,
which through ages to come wilipulsate
with life-blood not only for the Pacific
coast, but that vast desert which everyday
brings green life out of the burning "saml*
or commerce out of the region- of per-
petual snow. And for this mighty ai i.ieve-
ment—greater than any of tbe bloody
campaigns of Ce-ar, Napoleon, Grant or
Sherman, men have (ailed him a robber
because he succeeded. It is true be bad
great associates—men who from tiie rear
sent forward supplies, but he wa- at tbe
front, the inspiring genius of tie great
work. And when he had done, the Pacific
coast was welded to the Amerii a;. Union
by an iron band which can ever be
broken."

LEVEEING THE RUGGED !lE:<

George W. Chesley said he remem
Mr. t'rocker from the first day the latter
came to Sacramento. His ability as a
business man and good financier were early
known. As a merchant none were more
popular or successful. He wa- whole-
souled, genial, affable, and once he scoured

! a customer he always retained him. There
was no public proposition in which his
advice and counsel was not heeded and
liis fellow-citizens honored him with a

! position in the City Council, where his
jmarked financial ability was acknowledged.

(
Charley Crocker, as he was familiarly

[known, was a genial, jolly, good nat tired
sonl and those who knew him prior to

| 1860 remember him as the live, active and
go-ahead dry goods merchant of J stieet.
He was a man of daring and dash, and his
subsequent career in taking hold of the
transcontinental railway and pushing it to
its early completion saw their local mer-

: chant blossom into one of the broadest
jminded and most gigantic contractors of

| the age. He was a man of iron nerve and
j indomitable will. The rugged mountains,

I deep gorges and eternal snows, that fright-
ened the average engineer, had no terrors
for him, and while ("rant was thundering
at the walls of Richmond he was leveling
the rugged heights of the Sierra Nevada.
In his death California has lost one of the
men who by their enterprise advanced
this State at least thirty years, a man who
loved his State, who was devoted to this
people and who ever had in his heart a
warm place for Sacramento.

A NEAR NEIGHBOR.
William M. Petrie, a leading merchant,

said: "Iwas in business two doors from
Mr. Crocker's store on J street, and knew
him well. He was recognized as the most
prominent merchant in Sacramento, and
was known in commercial circles all over
the coast. He purchased his goods in
New York and sold in large quantities to
merchants throughout the State. His in-
tegrity was never questioned, and I never
knew an act of his life which was not
honest, straight-forward and manly. He
was one of those who took the lead in
everything that would build up Sacra-
mento and California, and both owe him a
debt of gratitude. There is but one opin-
ion in regard to him among those who
knew him, and it is that I have just in-
dicated."

AN ENERGETIC MERCHANT.
Richard Dale said: "I knew Charlie

Crocker well from the commencement of
1854 down to the time of his death. As a
merchant he was a go-ahead rustler. From
18-54 up tothetimeoftheflood he had the
largest dry goods store then in Sacramento-and carried a very fine stock of merchan-
dise. He built the old store on J street
near Ninth now occupied by the Capital
Woolen Mills and his stock of dry goods,
woolens, notions and small goods was
simply immense for those days. We had
to get all our goods around the Horn or
across the Isthmus, in either case consum-
ing lots of time, sometimes months,and the
freight by the Isthmus in 1854 was not less
than 50 cents per pound. In ISBI and
1882 the steamer freight from New York
via Isthmus was $1 per pound and took
from two to four months to come, some-
times longer. We had no two-horse trucks
then, only drays and many a time
after the Panama steamer got in I have
seen drays going loaded with boxe- marked
'Charles Crocker.' He sold out his dry
goods store in 1862 to his clerks, and went
into railroad building with a vim. I met
him several times afterwards, from New-

.'•AXLES CROI K!_.
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