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WASHINGTON.

The First President’s
157th Birthday.

HIS INAUGURATION.

Scenes and Incidents of That
Great Event.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS

The Last of Our Great Anniversaries
Rear at Hand.

ITS CELEBRATION IN APRIL, 1889.

Washington’s Triumphal Tour Into
New York City

FOR HIS FIRSY INAUGURATION.

Martha Washington—Anecdotes of
the First President—Estimates
of His Character.

Prominent Men of His Time—Persoual
Appearance of the ¥min nt

sSoldier Statesman.

February 22d being the anniversary of
the birth of George Washington is of more
than usual value as a patriotic reminder
in the year 1889, because it falls within
the year that marks the hundredth an-
niversary of his inauguration as the first
President of the United States. The latter
anniversary event is to be celebrated in
the the city of New York within
the next fifty days as the last of
our great centennials. The REecorD-
Ux1ox has therefere deemed the occasion
of the recurrence of Washington’s birthday
a fitting time in which to present to its
readers some interesting historical matter
concerning the inauguration, which is to
be quite closely repeated in April, with
President Benjamin Harrisona prominent
participant in the imposing ceremonies
planned. In publishing this matter, the
Recorp-Uxiox will quote liberally and
whenever possible literally from standard
histories and historical papers, and will
especially quote from a paper read before
the New York Historical Society, October
2, 1888, by Mrs. Martha J. Lamb, the

brilliant and successful editor of the Maga-

zine of American History {in which the

paper appeared in December, 1883), a

monthly journal that ought to be read by
ALL THE PEOPLE.

It is doing miore in our opinion to give
to the world the truth concerning Ameri-
can history than any other literary infiu-
ence. It is likewise a potential agency in
cultivating the patriotic spirit, and in
giving constant new impetus to American
historic research. No other influence does
so much to clear away doubts and develop
and establish truths concerning the history
of the Republic. Mrs. Lamb is one of the
most indefatizable of historical students
The results of her labors are not limited
merely to her own writing, but are found
in the great mass of historic papers she
secures from the pens of able writers, and
likewise in the infinite number of commu-
nications she calls out and publishes upon
American history. The cuts used in this
article we are permitted to use through
the kindness of Mrs. Lamb, for whose con-
scientious and untiring literary work we
have the profoundest respect. The lady is
a graceful writer, lays on colors delicately,
but firmly, is very broad in her estimate of
public characters and very correct, rarely,
if ever, over-estimating or mistaking true
values in character or in historic and lit-
erary matter. While treating of the in-
auguration of Washington, we do not in-
tend to limit this paper to that subject
exclusively, but will present other inter-
esting matter relating to Washington as
President and as General and the foremost
of patriots.

RETROSPECTIVE.

A new Congress created under the Con-

stitution was to have met in New York

March 4th, but it was April Ist hefore a
auorum of the House had assembled. Mrs,

b says:

“Most of these had been obliged to make
the journey from distant States on horse-
back or in springless stages, for it was too
early in the season to drag their own char-
iots over the primitive roads, rendered
nearly impassable by she March storms,
and it was not every Congressman who had
a chariot of his own. They came into the
city weary and worn, rejoicing to reach a
haven where they could unpack their
crumpled velvets and satins, burnish their
shoe-buckles, and submit their heads to the
barber for style and powder. It is instruct-
ive to observe the picturesque costumes in
which the wise men of that day advocated
‘republican simplicity” Even those who
were the most pronounced in the censure
of aristocratic influences looked sharply
after the starch in their rufiles, and the
status of their hair-dresser. Alexander
White, one of the Eepreseatatives from
Virginia, who had distinguished himself
for eloquence and patriotism in the old
Congress, and now at the age of 40 was
one of the most promising characters in
the new body, wrote on the Ist of April,
concerning the situation, naming the can-
didates for Speaker.”

In a letter dated April 1, 1789, he com-

lained bitteriy of the delay in the assem-
Eling of the houses, and said that when
the returns of the election were opened
Charles Thompson would be selected to
convey the dispatches to the President.

: FISHER AMES
Wrote of the House as composed of sober,
solid, old-charter folks, and that the Senate
would be “a very respectable body.”

On the 5th of April, by the arrival of
R. H. Lee, the Senate secured & quorum,
and on the 6Gth the two houses organized
in the new Federal Hall, on Wall street.
This had been the old City Hal}, from
whichk, for nearly 100 , legislation
for the country bad goume forth. When
the votes were counted, Washiogton was
found to have received every vote.'a_md
that John Adams had been chosen Vice-
President. The Sscretary of Congress,
Charles Thompson, was at once—the next
morning—dispatched to Mouat Vernou to
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father of President Harrison-elect. The
messenger sent to notify Mr. Adams was
Sylvanus Bourne, who sailed for Boston on
the Tth for that purpose.

FEDERAL HALL,
Says Mrs. Lamb:
“In the mean time all eyes were turned
toward the stately edifice in Wall street—
then the fashionable promenade of the city
—which hence forward became the Mecca
of every citizen, visitor, and stranger, who
trod the soil of Manhattan Island. Throngs
of ladies and gentlemen, dressed in all the
brilliant colorsand gorgecus costumes of
the period, jolted each other every pleas-
ant afternoon, and surveyed, with curious
interest, the massive pillars supporting
the four Doric columns and a pediment,
the ingenious device by which the cornice
was arranged to admit thirteen stars in
the metopes, the American eagle and
other insigna in the pediment, the tablets
over each window with their sculptured
thirteen arrows entwined ia olive branches
—all of which combined to give the im-
posing structure the effect of having been
set apart for national purposes.
“Few persons except the members of the
new National Legislature were as vet per-
mitted to enter its portals.

THE FINISHING PROCESS

—_

ice of the United States, was then 43, but
marvelously rich in experience for one of
his years. His education had been com-
pleted at the College of New Jersey, after
two years at Yale, and he had won dis-
tinction as a lawyer, in State legislation,
in the old Congress and as one of the
framers of the Constitution.
“The only Senator from Virginia was

RICUARD H. LEE,

The same who made the motion in the
Continental Congress of 1776, ‘That these
United Colonies are, and of right ought to
be, free and independent States; that they
are absolved from =ll allegiance to the
British crown; and that all practical con-
nection between them and the State of
Great Britain is, and ought to be dissolved.
It is said that his speech cn introducing
this bold measure was one of the most
brilliant displays of eloguence ever heard.
He signed the Declaration of Independ-
enoce, also the ‘Articles of Confederation)
bat he opposed the Constitution, believing
it would tend to destroy the independence
of the State Governments. Hisage at this

Leonard, Jonathan Graut, Benjamin Good-
hue, George Partridge, Ffbert Benson,
William Floyd, a signer of the Declara-
tion; John Lawrence, John Halliom
and Peter Sylvester.

PREPARATION.

On the 13th Eghert Benson, Peter Muhl-
enberg and Samuel Grifiin were named a
Committee of Reception of President
Washington, and a house being ordered in
readiness, Richard Heary Lee, Rudolph
Izard and Tristum Dalton from the Sen-
ate, and Doudirot, Bland, Tucker, Benson
and [Lawrence from the House, were
named a committee to meet Washington
in New Jersey and conduct him without
form to the house, one theretofore used by
the President of Congress. This house
was in Frankhn Sqnare, corner of Cherry
street, nesr to Harper & Bros. present pub-
blishing house. It was then “out in the
couutry,” says Mrs. Lamb in the paper re-
ferred 1o, “and on that account objected to.
It was a charming place in summer, over-
locking the bay und Long Island, with
bitsof Iast River peeping through the
foliage of its gardens, while towards the

time was fifty-six.
“But one Senator had, as yet, arrived
from
SOUTIH CAROLINA,

Ralph Tzard, whose grandfather had been

Had only just conciuded. The vestibule
was floored with marble, and lighted from
a richly ornamented dome. The chamber
for the representatives was of octangular

oA Massscarerrrs Masarr,

one of the founders of that State. Edncated
at the University of Cambridge, Ralph
Tzard had imbibed foreign tastes, which
his liberal fortune had enabled him to

ke

i west and northwest the stretches of land-
{ scape were varied with sunny slopes, circles
| of small Lills and beautiful valleys. This
j house had been previously occupied by the
| President of Congress, its owner, Samuel
¢ Osgood, one of commissioners of the Treas-
| ury—subsequently  Postmaste-rGeneral—
ha vacated it temporarily for the
benefit ot the Government.

ot

ghape, sixty-one feet long and fifty-cight
broad, four of its sides rounded in the man-
ner of niches, and its arched ceiling forty-
six feet high in the center. Its windows
were large, and beneath each one was a
commodious fireplace, the onlyfheating ap-
paratus it possessed for the winter season,
There were two galleries, a Speaker’s plat-
form, and a separate chair and desk for
each member. The chairs were covered
with light blue damask, and the windows
were curtained with the same material.
The floor was handsomely carpeted.

THE SENATE CHAMBER

Was smaller, and elaborately decorated.
In the center of an arched ceiling of light
blue was a sun and thirteen stars: its fire-
places were of highly polished variezated
American marble, and its window curtains
and chair coverings of light crimson da-
mask. The President’s chair was elevated
three feet above the floor, under a crimson
canopy, and the carpet, in excellent taste,
harmonized with its gay coloring. This
hall opened upon a halcony twelve feet
deep, which was guarded by an iron rail-
ing. The portion of that railing between
the two central pillars, before which Wash-
ington stood at the supreme moment of his
inauguration, is now in the museum of the
New York Historical Society, and its
center-piece of thirteen arrows invests it
with curious interest. The balcony over-
looked both Wall and Broad streets, and
oun the memorable day of Washington’s in-
auguration it was adorned with a canopy
and curtains of red, interstreaked with
white. * * * THere wereassembled the
men of parliamentary talent and social
accomplishment, for which the first Amer-
ican Congress under the Constitution has
ever since been justly fumous. They were
nearly, if not quite all, fresh from some
public service, local or general ; they were
astute, self-reliant, influential, opinionated,
and conscientiously and vigorously pre-
pared for whatever serious work might
come before them. While Washington,

Secretary Thomson, approaches New York
from Virginia, in his private carriage, let
us spend a few moments wikht these states-

men, who were present to welcome him,
bringing each one before us for cordial
greeting.

BEGINNING WITH THE SENATE,

We find two from Massachusetts, Tristam
Dalton and Caleb Strong, both of whom
were Harvard graduates. Dalton had
studied law for pleasure, but being cum-

Legisiature, and now at the age of 46, was
widely known as a highly culiivated
Christian gentleman, and one greatly be-

make requisition on the State for the
troops.
“There were also

TWO SENATORS
From Connecticut, William Samue!l John-
tson and Oliver Ellsworth, the former
! nearly a score of vears older than the lat-
ter. Johnson, 2 Yale graduate, and one
of the most accomplished scholars m law,

notify Washington. He kad been fifteen
ears Secretary to Congress, and had ren-
dered invaluable service to his country.

the father of Genersl W. H. Hurrison,
who became President und was the grand-

His wife was Hanngh Harrisoo, sister of served in the old Congress,and in the Con-

| now, at the ripe age of 61, the popular
. President of Columbia College. e had

s vention that framed tie Coustitation.
Oliver Ellsworth, subsequently Chief Just-

bered with a large fortune mnever bad
practised at the bar; he had, howcver,%
served many years ia the Mussachusetts

science, and literature, of his time, was

gratify. He had resided many years in
Europe, at one time serving Congress as an
Smbassador to the court of the Grand
Duke of Tuscany. He had also, at a great
crisis in the destiny of America, pledged
his large estate for the purchase of ships of
war. His wife, whom he married in 1767,
was the beautiful and accomplished daugh-
ter of Peter De Lancev, of New York,
whose ancestory reached backward amoung
the distinguished families to the very be-
ginnings of settlement on Manhattan Island.
Her sister, Mrs. John Watts, resided in
Broadway, near the Bowling Green, and
during the first session of this first Con-
gress entertained Senator Izard and Lis
family in her spacious home. Izard was
forty-seven years of age, a brilliant orator,
and a cultured, polished gentleman of the
old school.
PENNSYLVANIA'S SENATORS

Were William Maclay and Robert Morris.
The great financier was one vear younger
than the President-elect—fifty-five. He
was an active man—alive in every fiber—
large and florid, bright-eyed and pleasant-
faced, with a touch of magnetism about
him that was very effective. He spoke
with ease, and whether on the platform or
in private conversation captivated his zudi-
ence with a rich fund of pelitical and ¢
t erai iaformation. Ife :izned the Declara-
tion, he helped to frame the Constitution,
and much more; but for the magic of his
genius in invention, our independence, so
dearly bought, might never have been
maintained.

“Maryland sent Charles Carrolt and
John Henry. Carroll wasfifty-two, refined,
scholarly, aud a model of dignified deport-
ment, His education had been perfect
in the best institutions of learning
Europe, and he, too, was one of the im-
mortal signers of the Declaration.”

Delaware sent Richard Bassett and
i George Read, the first a fine lawyer, and
{ one of the authors of the Constitution. is
i daughter was the mother of Secretary of

summoned to the seat of government by | State Bayard. Read wasa signer of the

{ petition to the King in 1774, of the Decla-

~ration of Independence and of the Cousti-
tution.

of American History, New York.

New Jersey sent Jonathan Elmer, a
distinguished physician, and William Pat-
 terson, a well-known scholar. New Hamp-
shire had bnt one Senator in the body,
‘John Langdon, thereafter several times
Governor of his State.  His colleague was
Paine Wingate. = Georgia had present
James Gunn, who remained in the Senate
for twelve years, asd William Few.

IN THE HOUSE

{ Were such men as James Madison and
{ Fisher Ames, John Page of Virgiuia,
' Theodorie Bland, a great grandson of Poca-

loved for his philanthropic tendencies. | hontas, Richard Biand Lee, Isaac Coles,
Caleb Strong was 44, a tali, sugular, dark- ; Alexander White, Samuael Griffin, Andrew
complexioned man with a large head, hair | More, Joshua Parker, Thomas T, Tucker,
slightly powdered and resting loosely over | Daniel Huger, Edavus Burke, Daniel Car-
a high intellectual forehead, witl blue | roil, Benjamin  Contee, General

Gale,

eves of sing“lar sweetness and l.(ag“‘y of | “\ llllam“ A\_.-lnuil, ‘\{:\Cllllel S‘(\“C, Joshua
expression. He was profoundly learped | Sevey, George Clymer, who had signed
in all the varied features of jaw, inflex- | both the Declaration and the Constitution;
ible in his adherence to principle, and | Thomas Fitzsimmons, President of the
more inattentive to personal elegance (,f! Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce; Fred-
dress than any member of the Senate. He | erick Augustus Muhlenbery, Peter Mui-
is best remembered, perhaps, for his high- | lenberg, Daniel Heister, Thomas Scott,
handed action twenty-five years later, when ; Henry Wynkoop, James Jackson, Abraham
as Governor of Massachusetts, darinz the | Baldwin, Nicho
war of 1812, he denied the right of the; the distinguished philanthropist; Lambert
President, on constitutional grounds, to | Cadwallader, Jumes Schureman, Thomas

Gilman, Eliss Bondiaot,

Sinnickson, Roger Sherwan, Jonathan
Trumbuall, Jonathan Sturges, Benjmmia
Huntington and Jeremiah Wadsworth.
Roger Sherman was 67, the oldest memher
of the House. e was the anly American
: statesman, says Mrs. Lamb, who attached
his naine to the entire four great State
papers which gave birth snd power to a
mighty empire, Trumbnll was the son of
i the great war Governor of that name, was

ential in State legisiation, a pavmasier in
the army and Secvetary and aid 1w Wash-
inglon and a member of his househiold at
one time for three years; Fisher Ames,

-

Bitridge Gerry, George Thacher, George

49 years of age, had been active aud infe-!

1

THE FEDERAL HALL IN WALL STREET IN 1789.— From the Magazine of American History, New York.

THE ‘WASHINGTON CHAIR’

Which graces the platform of the audience-
room of the New York Historical Society,
and is oceupied by its President on public
oceasions, was made from the wood of this
house, it wasa gift to the society, in
1857, from Benjamin R. Winthrop, of New
York. A bust of Washington, in a wreath
of laurel, forms the center ornament of the
upper part of the chair. The front of the
seat bears the escutcheon and arms of the
United States, while the arms of the city
and State of New York are carved in relief
on medallions. The legend is inscribed
on a silver plate, inserted in the back of
the chair.

of these early days in April,
John Armstrong wrote from New York to
General Gates: “All the world here are
busy in collecting flowers and sweets of
every kind to amuse and delight the Pre-
sident in his 2pproach and on his arrival.
Even Roger Sherman has set his head at
work to devise some style of address more
novel and dignified than ‘Excellency.
Yet in the midst of this admiration there
are skeptics who doubt its propriety, and
wits who amuse themselves at its extrava-
gance. Ilow the chief magistrate of the

NEW AMERICA

Should be addressed was indeed a conun-
drum! The question was no sooner pro-
pouvded than it was discussed everywhere,
on the street, in business and in social
circles, in the halls of legislation, and in
the mnewspapers. It enlivened a dinner
party one day in Philadelphia, at which
were present James Madison, John Page,
Richard Ieory Iee and other distin-
guished charzcters, Chief Justice McKean,
i the master of the feast, maintained with
| much warmth that the President must
¢ have a title, and that he had examined all
the titles of the princes of Europe to find
one that had not l‘wcu appropriated. Madi-
son held gnite an opposite opinion, and
argued that no title except that of ¢ Presi-
i dent’ would be necessary. Congress took
! the matter up, but a joint committee from
; the two houses were unable to agree. Thus
I the problem was left unsolved until the

TABLE AND CHAIR USED BY THE FIRST CONGRESS UNDER THE CONSTITUTIION.—From the Magezine

pleasure of Washington himself should
become known.

MEANWHILE THE CHIEFTAIN'S JOURNEY

Towards New York from Virginia was
like one continuous trinmphal proces-
sion.”  Cities, towns and villages vied
with each: other in doing him honor. Men,
women and children lined the route of his
progress tosee him pass. The plow was
left in the furrow and the wheel to hum
alone, while the people did him honor.

IRVING'S ACCOUNT.

irving gave this account of the progress
and Washington’s preparation for it:

At length, on the 14th of April, he re-

ived & letter from the President of Con-
gress, duly notifying bim of his election,
and bhe prepared to set out immediately for
New York, the seat of government. An
entry in his diary, dated the 16th, says:
“About 10 ¢'clock I bade adieu to Mount
Vernon, to private life and to domestic
feiicity, and with a mind oppressed with
more anxious and painful seusstions than
I have words to express, set out for New
York ®ith the best disposition to render
gervice o my couutry in obediencs to its
call, but with less hope of answering us
expclations.”

AT THE FIRST STAGE

Of his journey a trial of his tenderest fecl-
ings nwalied bim io & publie dinner given
him at Al=xandnez by his neighbors and
porsonal triewds, among whom he had
fived in the constant intsrchange of kind
< e s, avd who were so aware of the prac-
te:! bonoticencs of Lis private charseter.
L ateap fesiing of uret mingled with their
ivcavity.  Toe alayor, who precided, and
ss0ke e rentinnis of ihe people of Alex-
wnArin, deplored ia hos departure the loss
efaliedinst ang el 0f dir of wens, the
orusment of the smeed, the model of the
youtg the impr vt of their agricaiture.
ihe friend of their commerce, the proecror

-

of thejr tnfantaademy. the benefector of
‘the phor—-zut g added he, “2ad make
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a grateful people happy, who will be donbly
gratefal when they contemplate this new
sacrifice for their interests.”

Washin was too deeply stfected for
many words in reply. “Just after baviog
bade adien to my domestic connections,”
said he, *‘this tender proof of your {riend-
ship is but too well calculated to aweken
stiil further my sensibility and increase my
regret at parting from the enjovments of
private iifs. All that now remains is for
me to eommit myself and you to the care
of that beneficent Being, who, on a former
occasion, happily brought us together after
a longz and distressing separation. Perhaps
the same gracious Providence will again
indunlge me. But words fail me. Unutter-
able sensations must, then, be leit to more
expressive silence, while from san aching
heart I bid all my affectionate friends and
kind neighbors iarewell!”

HIS PROGRESS

To the seat of government was a continusl
ovetion. The ringing of bells and rosring
of cannonry proclaimed his conrse throuza
the country. The old and young, women
and chiidren, thropged the highwavs to
bless and welcome him. Ieputations of
the most respecisblie inbabitants from the
principal places came forth to meet snd
escort him. At Baltimore, on bis arrival
and departare, his carriage was attended by
a pumerous cavalecade of citizens, and he
was szluted by the thunder of arlillery.

At the frontier of Pennsylvania he was
met by his former compasnion in arms,
Miffiin, now Governor of the State, who
wittr Judge Peters and a civil and wmilitary
escort, was waiting to receive him. Wash-
ington had heped to be spared all military
parade, but found it was not to be evaded
At Chester, whége he stoppad to breakfa
there were preparations for a

PUBLIC ENTRANCE INTO PHILADELPHIA.
Civalry had assembled from the surround-
ing country; a supers white hLorss was led
out for Washington o mount, and & grand
procession set forward, with General St.
Ulair of revoluiionary notoriety at its head.
It gathered numbers as it advanced ; passed
under trinmphal arches entwined with lau-
rel aud entered Philadelphia amid ihe
stzouts of the multitade.

A day of public festivity succeeded, ended
by a display of fireworks. Waushington's
reply to the congratulations of ths Mayor
at a great civic banqnet, spoke the genuine
ngs of his modest nature, amid these
1onials of & world’s applause. *When
{ eontemplate the interposition of Provi-
dence, as 1t was visibly manifested in guid-
ing us ibrough the Revolution, in prepar-
inz us for the reception of the general gov-
eroment, and in conciliating the good will
of the people of America towards one
another after its adoption, I feei myseif op-
pressed and a
sense of divize munificence
nuthing is due to my personal
those wonderful and cowmplicated events,
-t what can be attributed 1o an honest
zea! for the good of my country.”

We question whether any of these testi-
moaials of a nation’s gratitude affecied

Vashingion more sensibly than those he
received at Trenton. It was on a sunny
afie:noon when be arrived on the banks of
the Delaware, where, twelve years before,
bad crossed in darkness and storm,
ugh clouds of snow and driits of float-
ng ice, on his daring aitempt to sirike a
bluw at a triumphant ¢nemy.

Here al present ail was peace and
i broad river flowed
nd erowds awaited him on

£ to bail him with

SE

tes

sSuD-

placidly

transport.
We will not dwell on the
JOYOUS CEREMONIALS
With which he was welcomed, but there

was one too peculiar to be cmitted. The
reader may remember Washington’s gloomy
night on the banks of the Assunpink,
which flows throngh Trenton; the camp
fires of Cornwsllis in front of him; the
Delaware full ot floating ice in the rear;
and bis sudden resolve on the midnight
retreat which tarned the fortuncs of the
campaign. On the bridge crossing that
eventful stream the iadies of Trenton had
caused & trinmpheal arch to be erected. It
was entwined with evergreens and laurels,
aud bore the inscription, *‘Che detender of
the mothers will be the protecior of the
danghters.” At this bridge the matrons of
the city were assembled to pay him rever-
ence, and as be passed under the arch a
number of young girls, dressed in white
and crowrned with garlands, sirewed flow-
ers before him, singing an ode expressive
of their loke and gratitude. Never was
ovation more graceful, touching end sin
cere, and Washington, tenderly affected,
declared that the impression of it on his
heart could never be effaced.

Hiz whole progress through New Jersey
must have afforded a similar contrast to
his weary marchings to and fro, harassed
by doubts and perplexities, with bale fires
blazing on its hills, instead of fesiive
illuminations, and when the ringing of
bells and booming of cannon, now so joy-
ous, were the signals of invasion and
maraud.

; THE VICE-PRESIDENT COMES,

Mrs. Lamb, in the magazine of American
History, in the paper referred to, says:

“During these same long-to-be-remem-
bered days John Adams, the Vice-Presi-
dent-elect, was approaching New York
from New England. ‘On Monday, the
20th of April) says one of the writers of
the day, ‘amidst the acclamations of all
ranks of citizens, his Excellency, John
Adams, Esq., Vice-President of the United
States, arrived in New York. The caval-
cade which escorted his Excellency into
the city was numerous and truly respect-
able. From the Connecticut line to Kings-
bridgc he was attended by the light-horse
of West Chester county, under the com-
mand of Major Pintard. At Kingsbridge
he was met by General Malcom with the
ofticers of his brigade, and the city troop
commanded by Captain Stakes; also by
officers of distinction, many members of
Congress, and a large number of citizeas
in carriages and on horseback. His Ex-
cellency alighted at the home of the Hon.
John Jay, in Broadway, where the com-
mittee of both houses of Congress, ap-
pointed for that purpose, attended to con-
gratulate his Excellency on his arrival’

IT WILL BE OBSERVED

That the custom of addressing a man in
high office as ‘His Excellency,” had not yet
been abolished, as the title is used four
times in this one paragraph. But the next
day, when a committee from the Senate,
consisting of Caleb Strong and Ralph
Izard, conducted Mr. Adams to the Senate
chamber, he was received by John Lang-
don, the President pro tem., with graceful
courtesy, and introduced to the Chair and
the Senate simply as ‘Vice-President of
the United States of America.
NEW YORK WAS ASTIR

Early on the morning of Wednesday, April
23d, and the booming of cannon and the
ringing of bells proclaimed the glad tidings
that Washington was in Elizabethtown.
Business was entirely suspended, and the
excitement was intense. At Elizabeth-
town Point the President-elect was re-
ceived, as previously arranged, by the
committee {from Congress, of which Elias
Boudinot was Chairman, and by the heads
of the departments under the confedera-
tion—who continued to act until the new
Government should be organizec—John
Jay, Secretary of Foreign Affairs; General
Knox, Secretary of War; Robert R. Liv-
ingston, Chancellor of the State of New
York; Samuel Osgood, Arthur Lee and
Walter Livingston, Commissioners of the
Treasary; Ebenezer Hazard, Postmaster-
General—and by the Mayor and Recorder
of the city. An extraordinary barge, con-

structed for the specific purpose, was in
waiting for its distinguished passenger,
manned by thirteen masters of vessels in

white uniforms, and commanded by Com-
modore James Nicholson. In this Wash-
ington was conveyed to the Capital. Asit
moved slowly from the Jersey shore other
barges fancifully decorated fell into line.

THE GL3TTERING PROCESSION

Glided through the narrow strait between
New Jersey and Staten Island, when, as if
by magic, dozens of boats, gay with flags
and streamers, dropped into its wake; and
as it was ing Bedlow’s Island a sloop
under full sail came alongside the Presi-
dent’s barge, upon which were twenty-five
ladies and gentlemen aumng an ode com-
posed for the occasion to the stirring music
of ‘God Save the King.' Anotheranda
smaller vessel was presently on the other
side of the , distributing sheets of a
second ode, written to welcome the great
chief to the seat of Government, and
which a group of a dozen gentlemen com-
menced singing with great eflect. Every
vessel was in holiday attire; the Spanish
ship-of-war, Galveston, just as the barge
came abreast of her, displayed, instanta-
neously, every flag and signat known among
nations.  All the vessels suluted the barge
as it passed, and bands of music on every
side, and perpetual huzzas filled the air,

' the sunshine fell from cloudless heavens,

—

GOVERNOR GEORGE CLINTON, :
Of New York, received the Pre:ig
elect ¢t the ferry stairs, which ::-V. :1::
peted and the rails hung with crimson
and as Washington’s tall figure wos seen
ascending them, and as his foot toached
the shore of the flourishing city which his
own valor and military skill had recovered
from a powerful enemy, popular enthu-
siasm reached its climax. The wildest
and the most prolonged cheers rent the
air. Men shouted until they lost their
voices. The crowds were so densely
packed that it required a large force of
city officers to make a passage for Wash-
ington and his party. Colonel Morgan
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The procession marched through to Fed-
eral Hall, when the soldiers formed into
two lines, between which Washineton and
his aftendants were condncted to the Sen-
ate Chamber, where 1he Vi Precident
received them, leading Wishinaton o the
chair.

The \'iC?*PrésidcuL then suid: "‘\‘h.’ the
Senate and House of Hepresentatives of
the Uniied States are ready to attend vou
to take the oath required by the Constitu-
tion, which will be adwinistered by the
Chancellor of the State of New York,”

Washington replied, “I awm ready to pro-

ceed.”

He was then conducted to

n outer

Lewis, aided by Majors Morton and Van

militia, two and two, the committes of
Congress, the President-clect with (ov-

city, the clergy, the foreign Ministers and
an immense concourse of citizens. Every
house on the route was decorated with
banners, gariands of flowers and ever-
greens. Every window, to the hichest
story, was filled with fair women und
brave men. Every inanimate object
SEEMED ALIVE,

With the waving handkerchiefs and ha:
Flowers fell in the streets, like snowilak
in a blizzard. Iun every possible for
unique device and ingenious ornamentu-
tion, the name of Washincton was sis-
pended from roof to roof, and upon faucif!

Horne, led the way, and the various regi- |
ments were followed by the officers of the |

strest.  Beneath him extended an immense
i seq of upinrned G \il were silent, gaz-
{ loz uptoethe gallery tnhnshed awe, There

ernor Clinton, the heads of the Depart- |
meats, the Mayor and Aldermen of the |

callery of the hall extending over Broad
= F S ‘ >

y

was pot a souns! ntensity of

A GORGEOUS COSTUME.

“One favorite dress was a plain celestial

blue satin gown, with a white satin petti-

coat. On the neck was worn & Very lirge

Italian gauze handkerchief, \\::th border

stripes of satin. The head dress was a

pouf of gauze in the shape of a globe, the
crenequr, or headpiece, of which was com-
posed of white satin, having a donble wing
in large plates and trimmed wich 2 wreath
of roses. The hair was dreseed ‘:d.l over
with detached curls, four of wiich, 1n two
ranks, feli on each side of the neck and
were relieved behind by a floating chignon.
Another beautiful dress was a perriot made
of gray Indian taffeta with dark stripes of
the sawe color, having tw. collars, one
vellow and the other white, hoii ll'l"““}'d
with blue silk fringe. Unde : perriot
they wore a vellow corset or todice, .\\‘lth
large cross siripes of biue. S«-x.:f.- of the
ladies with this dress wore hats a lespagnole

i tlie conter of the | of white satin. This hat, which, with a

tHars—unricht, tall, | plume, was a very popular articie ‘i head

! wavs | dress, was relieved on the it wie DY two

) ie was l]-,\\y:‘\l handsome cockades. Oun thae o was worn

ywir cloth, with | a very large guuze handkerchic] the ends

! , piein <oy buckles { of which were hid under dice, after

i his huir was powdered | the manner represented in 1 ibull’s ..\'nd
il was bag, 114 his suit and | Stuart’s portraits of Lady Washington,

the 1 Ate. Aslans are de- THE LADISS

o i 2I¥ o1 Amer- In such dainty costumes &s these we

IR A may better imagine the lovely appearance

onep! 1 P of the following ladies who were at the

t yigs, Ne inauguration bail : Lady : and her

Rogsr § n Ls two daughters, Lady Mary “atts, Lady

St. Clair and { Kitty Duer. Mre. Peter Van Brugh Liv-

ingston, who was a sister of the late Lord

Stirling ; Mrs. Montgomery, widow of the

hero of Quebec; Lady Christian Griflin,
Lady Temple, the Marchioness de Brehan,
Mme. de la Forrest, Mrs. Clinton, Mrs.
Jay, Mrs. Hamilton, Mrs, 1 t, wife of
Mres. D

Bishop Provost; i { the
Mayor; Mrs. Dalton, Mrs. Liuvadon, Mrs,
Dominick Lynch, Mrs. Elhcidze Gerry,
Mrs. Wilson 8. Smith, Mrs. James H.
Maxwell, Mrs. Beckman, Mrs. Robinson,

STATUE OF WASHINGTON IN WALL STRE
BER OF COMMERCE IN 1833, —From the

arches constructed for the occasion. The !
multitude cheered and shouted, and the -
bells and guns caught up the echoes, and
with ceaseless clamor and deafening din,
proclaimed the uvniversal rapture.”

Washingtonreached the Franklin Honss
in a tired condition, but still concentod
to receive the people. He stood in the
great drawing-room and was welcomed by
foreign ministers, political leaders, public
bodies, military officers and many distin-
guished private citizens. With the Com-
mittee he then dined with Governor Clin-
ton. That night the whole city was hrill-
iantly illuminated. Six days now had
elapsed in which preparation preceeded
for the inanguration. Congress, on the
23d and 25th concluded its orders in the
premises and then all was ready for the
ceremony of inaugurating the first Presi-
dent of the United States of America.

THE INAUGURATION.

A Brilliant and Most Tmposieg Ter
monial.

v

The New York Zerald’s account of the
inaugural ceremonies runs thus:
It was Thursday, April 30, 1789. The

day broke with a salute of guns from Bow!- |
ing Green. Already the streets were alive |
with a gayly dressed crowd, to which canie

ladly more and more as the hours passed,
gown from the Kingsbridge road, from dis-
tant places by ferry and in packets from ;
up the Hudson and along the Sound. The
early dawn was gray and unpromising, but
when the merry rattle of bells was suc-
ceeded at 9 o’clock by a slower peal that
called the people to church the sun sprang
out with a glorious ardor and bathed the
city in its yellow light. Prayers had been
offered in all the churches imploring the
divine blessing upon the nation and its
new President, and when the people came
out from service the military begun march-
ing from their quarters, ;
WITH COLORS FLYING ’
And the bands playing to the happiest
music. The principal companies were
Captain Stake’s troop of horse eqnipped in
the style of Lee’s famous émnisan legion;
Captain Scribe’s German Grenadiers, with
blue coats, buff waistcoats and breeches, !
black gaiters and towering cone-shaped
caps faced with bear skins; Captain Har-
sin’s New York Grenadiers, in imitation of
the guard of Frederick the Great, composed
of only the tallest and finest looking men
of the city, dressed in blne coats, with red
ings and gold-lace embroideries, cocked
bats with white feathers, white waistcoats
and breeches and black spatter-dashes, and
the Scotch Infantry, in full Highland cos-
tume, with bagpipes.
THE PROCESSION.

The procession was formed in Cherry
street, opposite the President's house, at
12 o’clock, and was under the direstion of
Colonel Morgan Lewis. After the mili-
tary came—

The She'iff of the City sud County of New York,
The Comittee ot the Sera’e.

GEORGE WASHING JON.

The Commitiee of the House ot Represen atives.
John Jay, Se for Foreicn Affaics,

Henry Knox, ry of Wa-

Hobert . l.lvingwn;. c%ancel or of thie Stale of

while over the whole exhilarating sceve

ew .
Distinguished Citizeas,

THE WASHINGTON CHAIR.—From the Magazine of American History, New York.

ET, ERECTED BY THE NEW YORK CHAM-
Magazine of American History, New York,

In the midst of perfect quiet the Chan-
ellor pronounced with measured accents
the words of the oath. The Bible was

raised, but Washington bent down to its
pages and said in a distinct voice, “I
swear.” Then, with the utmost fervency
and with his eyes closed, he murmured,
“Sa help me God !

The Chancellor then said, * It is done.”
and turning to the multitude in the streets,
exclaimed, © Long live George Washing-
ton, President of the United States.

THE AIR BURST WITH SOUND.

And then the air burst with sound. The
solemnity of the oath had permeated every
listening heart, and when the word to ery
out was given the floodgates of joy were
opened with one torrent of acclamation.
The President bowed repeatedly to the as-
semblage below, and was then conducted
back to the Senate chamber, where he de-
livered a short irauguration address,
which abounded, as was to be expected,
with the grace, the wmadesty and the sol-
emnity that his wisdom always partook of.

The whole party afterward repaired to
St. Paul’s Chapel, in DBroadway, where
prayers were read by Dr. Provost, recently
elected Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, in New York. After these serv-
ices President Washington was escorted
back to his house in Cherry street.

The night in the city was one of en-
chanting beauty, all the residences being
brilliantly illuminated, the air filled with
pyrotechnic effects and various transpar-
encies, representing Washington amid al-
legorical influences, displayed at different
points. The President was taken to the
house of Chancellor Livingston to view
the fireworks, and it was necessary for him
to return to the Executive Mauston at ten
o'clock on foot, because the thronged con-
diiion of the streets made it an impossibil-
ity for carriages to pass.

THE BALL AND THE COSTUMES.

Thus did Washington enter upon his
administration as the first President of the
United States. The atmest simplicity and
calmness were exhibited by himself, but
the people, who by this time had grown to
adore the splendid quaiities that formed
his sublime character, gave free vent to
their hearts and welcomed him as their
chief with a fervor that we have never
since surpassed.

. There was no ball on the night of the
inaugoration, but on May Tth, a weelg
after, a most elaborate one took place at
“the Assembly Rooms, which stood on the
,east side of Brosdway, justabove Wall

street. The ball was attended by the Pres-
iident, Vice-President, a majority of both
. houses of Congress, the French and Span-
! ish Ministers, the Governor of New York,
i Baron Steuben, General Knox, Mr. Jay,
‘Mr. Hamilton and all the other dis-
. tinguished people then in the city. The
ladies are describved as being of great

beauty, and their costumes of an elaborate
i design and exquisite taste that to-day
{would charm the most fashionable. It
{ will not be out of place to tell the story of
{ one or twa dresses that were wora at this
i ball. Colonel Stone, who afier explaining

that few jewels were then worn in the

{ panels.

the Misses Li n, the Misses VT

{

fand Miss yomen
, Were docided] ] are
L to belleve thie of
i Mrs. John .]:\'\'y Wao wWas ston,
that lady was quite ng

under the sun.
HE DANCED.

President Washington
cot n with Mrs, Peter Van
ivgston and Mrs. Maxwel
net with Mrs. Van Zaudt,
with Mrs. Maxwell
when he was in
town. Da ¢
sented with an ivory fan m:
which, when spread, revealed
{ portrait of Washington in p:

before her

v wWas pre-

¢ in Paris,
a medallion
file.

ANOTHER

ball was g

Another great

e

i
}
! ven in honor
| i

{ of the President on the I'hurs-
day by Count de Mou I'rench
Mizister, at his house on iway. The
Marchioness was heard t« ‘k that she
had exhausted every res to produce
an entertainment worthy of France. There
was a cotillon danced in the military cos-
tumes of France and A It is re-
freshing to read the w : Boudi-

not when he writes of t!

118

{ 1is wife:
| “We retired about 10 o’clock in the hight
1 of jollity.”

MARTHA.

Mrs. Washington had not come fr
Mount Vernon with her hushand,
not piesent at the inaugurati
the festivities subsequent to
for New York, however, on
companied by her grandchi
Custis and George Washi
tis, Her progress thron
of a similar triumphant u:
the President’s a month befo
met at Elizabethtown by the

m
and was
1 or any of
t. She left
1y 19th, ac-
n, Eleanor
on Parke Cus-
States was
as that of
I She was

E'I’t‘@ixl\’ll!, in
the splendid barge which had conveyed
him hither, and upon the ret with his
wife to New York great cor s welcomed
them with enthusiastic ¢ 1o, and the
fort fired thirteen guns. The next morn-
ing all the Jadies of the town called to pay
their compliments to the President’s wife,

LEVEES.

After this a system of levees
gurated at the President’s L
being open from 8 to 10 o'ci
day evening for visitors to )
ton, the President alway
assemblages were accessible to all people of
polite and refined society. The residence
of Washington was down on the “Register
of 1789” as follows: “Ge Washing-
ton, KEsquire, President he United
States, and Commander of Army and
Navy thereof when in actual service, No.
3 Cherry street.” The locality was a con-
siderable distance from the fashionable
quarter about Wall and Broad streets. So
shortly afterward, the President removed
to a larger house in Broadway, near Bowl-
ing Green, and owned by Mr. McComb.
The rent of this house—$2,500 3
was considered

QUITE PREPOSTERQOU
The President was in the habit during
this time of being drawn to Federal Hall
in a cream-colored coach which was orna-
mented with cupigs, supporting festoons,
and with borderings of il TS the
This was the finest carriage in the
city, and was drawn by six horses. But
elegance of this sort wherever it appeared
was but the result of certasin Old World
influences that had not yet began to fade,
for Washington, as is weli known, was
plain in all things from preference. In
example of this we may cite the dinner
given by him to a select company, when,
we are told, only a boiled leg of mutton
appeared in the way of meat, and after
dessert each guest was handed a single
glass of wine, which being drunk, the
President rose and repaired to the drawing-
room, permitting his guests to depart as
they chose without the least ceremony.

MRS. LAMB'S ACCGUNT.

Mrs. Lamb, in her more scholarly and
detailed and circumstantial account, tells
of how people from all over the Union
flocked to New York (o witness tha inan-
guration and see General Washington, and
says: “Onme young lady, from Boston,
wrote a graphic description of a series of
accidents on her journey from that ecity to
New York, with her picturesque adven-
tures in finding accommodations in the me-
tropolis, and added: ‘But I have seen
him! and though I had been entirely
ignorant that he was arrived in the city, 1
should have known at a glance that it was
General Washington ; 1 neversaw a human
being that looked so grand and noble as he
does. I could fall down on my knees bee
fore him and bless him for all the good he
has done for this ccuntrs.” This feeling
seemed to be universal. Everybody strug-
gled for a glimpse of the great General.
The aged declared their readiness to die if
they could but once behold his face. The
young were intoxicated with infatuation.”
DETAILS—THE PROCESSION.

Mrs. Lamb also gives us all the details
of the action of Congress in ordering the
ceremonies, but these it is not necessary to
now reproduce. She says the procession
was thus formed, moving about 12 noon
from the house of the President on Cherry
street, through Queen, Great, Dock and
Broad streets to the Federal State House
in Wall street, in the following order:

Colone! MorGAN LEWIS,

Attended by two officers.

Captain STakEs,
With the Troop of Horse.
Artillery.
Major Vax Hoexe.

Grenadiers, under Captain Hagrsixy,
These, in imitation of the guard of the
great Frederick, were composed of the tall-
est and finest-looking young men of New
York, and they were dressed in blue coats
with red facings and gold lace embroider-
ies, cocked hats with white feathers, and
white waistcoats and breeches, and black
spatterdashes buttoned ciuse from the shoe
to the knee.

Germen Greoadiers, vergcgayly attired, urder
Captain ScRIBA.

was in;.u-
use, the doors

each Fri-
Virs. Washing-
ending. These

year—

aocout

ajor BICKER.
The Infantry of the Brigade.
Major CHRYS IE. -
Sher.ft.
Committee of the Senate.
£ 2
8! [ . President-elect, 2
8 tavnte {2 Sharic drawa by | A, g
g His Suite. 3
o) 2
Committee ot the Representatives. .
Hon. Mr. Jay, Secretary of Foreign
Ge.ncéaa noﬁ-& sﬁereuryof War.

United Stater; writes as jollows of the
‘gowns: st -

both sides of the way
Wasingion e




