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PERILOUS NEWS GATHERING.

THE RECORD-UNION CORRESPONDENT
CROSSING IfHE ANDES,

¥Four Days “On the Deck or a Mule”—
Traveling in the United States
of Colombia.

Special Correspondence of the RECORD-UNION.]
Bocora (Colombia), January, 1890.

The city of Honda, though nearly 800
miles above the mouth of the Magdalena,
and the present terminus of the steamboat
routes, is by no means at the “head” of
that river's navigable waters. The grow-
ing town, which has acquired consequence
only onaccount of the river trade, is beau-
tifully situated, surrounded by rugged
mountains, and at the junction of two great
streams, for here the Rio Gauli comes
rushing down to join the Magdalena on its
Jong journey to the sea.

Otherwise there is nothing about Honda
to distinguish it from a hundred other cit-
ies of Spanish-America. It has the usual
tall-towered church, rows of white-washed
casas roofed with red tiles, and suburban
cottages thatched with straw, all shaded by
cocoa trees and groups of graceful palms.

There are a very few old buildingsof early
Spanish origin, whose enormously thick
walls were built with especial view to
withstanding the earthquakes that are fre-
quent in this lecality ; but in spite of their
solidity, most of the old house were long
ago shaken into ruins. To my mind, the
most interesting thing about the place is
the remains of an antique bridge, built by
the conquerors in the year 1601. Its
quaint arches are yet entire, and the stone
walls show niches, now dismantled, where
saints and crosses used to stand commend-
ing the worship of all wayfarers, telling
mutely how those stern crusaders built for
all time, and never forgot the outward to-
kens of religion in the midst of their greed
for gold.

Before bidding adios to the Magdalena,
that fluvial highway which is to Colombia
what the Nile is to Egypt, I have collected
some facts concerning its upper valley.
The river is still navigable for small ves-
sels many miles above Honda, through
nearly all

THE RICH STATE OF TOLIMA,
‘Which, being level with the stream, is one
of the best agricultural sections of the re-
public. Until within the last few years
Tolima supplied the greater portion of
Colombia’s export agricultural trade.
Lately, however, the two Atlantic States
have been more extensively cultivated,
and these, being so conveniently situated
for foreign trade, besides possessing re-
markable fertility of soil, and the further
advantage of being intersected by several
considerable streams, have suddenly begun
to yield at least two-thirds of the entire
export produce. The Cauca river, which
runs through this region, is itself naviga-
ble for light-draught steamers as far as
Cali, a place about seventy-five miles
mortheast of Buenaventurs, the Pacific sea-
port.

THE CAUCA VALLEY. :

Is best described as a level upland, 5,300
feet above the sea, a series of uncultivated
meadow lands overgrown with tall, rank
grasses. Though especially adapled to
cattle-raising, the land produces cotton,
coffee, corn, cocoa, rice, tobacco, sugar-
cane, potatoes and most fruits of the tropic
and temperate zones, the banana, espec-
ially, growing wild in the greatest abun-
dance. The population of this valley is
reckoned at about 435,000, and its average
temperature is 77 degrees Fahr. Another
magnificent river is the Atrato, whose val-
ley presents a similar aspect to that of the
upper Magdalena.

Bogota de Santa Fe, the capital of Co-
lombia, is only seventy miles from Honda;
but the journey thereto being straight over
the main cordillera of the Andes, is very
tedious and difficult, and can only be ac-
complished on horse or mule back. From
time to time during the last quarter of a
century, American companies have at-
tempted the construction of a railroad be-
tween these two points. About thirty
miles of track have actnally been laid ; but
those in charge of the work have again and
again been compelled to abandon it, be-
cause of frequent revolutions and the im-
possibility of securing laborers. The na-
tives will not work, and the company can
not afford to pay wages enough to induce
immigration. But notwithstanding all
these disadvantages, the enterprise has not
been abandoned, and having received

SUBSTANTIAL ENCOURAGEMENT
From the Colombian Government in the
shape of land grants, and a “concession,”
it will doubtless be finished sometime.
Meanwhile, on its own accouat, the Gov-
ernment has projected a railway from Bo-
gota to Honda; and has also-given a lib-
eral concession for the coamstruction of an-
other line leading into the Cauca valley,
where are supposed to exist the richest
gold mines in all the world, the same from
whence came those hundreds of millions
that were sent to Spain in the days of the
Viceroys,

A stage line has recently been estab-
lished between Honda aud Agriabarga,
thus shortening the saddle-journey by 30
mile; but it is a mooted questign, which is
hardest, to be rattled across the mountains
shut Yip in a springless coach like dice in a
box; or to go sailing over them on the
deck of a mule. In either case the trip
necessitates four of the longest and hard-
est days that are likely to fall to the lot of
an ordinary human being in the course of
his hfe,

Because of the certainty of obtaining
good mules for the through trip at Honda,
and the uncertainty of all things at Agria-
barga, we decided (whether wisely or not
remains to be seen) to go the entire dis-
tance in the saddle. The ladies of our
party secured riding habits of dust-colored
alpaca, buck-skin gloves reaching nearly to
the elbow, and wide-brimmed hats of
Panama grass, tied tightly under the chin
a Ia “poke.” Right here permit me to
whisper a secret

TO LADIES ONLY.

When making saddle journeys in any of
these mountain regions, it is well o be
guided in the matter of dress by the advice
of the natives, who, traveling always in
this fashion, certainly ought to know what
thev are talking about. A lady, “to the
manner born,” never burdens herself with
too much riding skirt, but makes it scant
as possible, and only about four inches
longer than an ordinary walking dress,
and never, by any possibility, does the
direst accident expose an inch of hose ora
glimpse of the under garments which are
unmentionable to ears polite, for she dons
a vpair of very wide, full trousers, of the
same material as her habit, gathered
Turkish fashion, close around the tops of
her shoes. However the winds may blow
when horse and rider are in full sail over
breezy hights, breeches and all pass for rid-
ing skirt, and none can tell where one be-
gins and the other ends, even shouid a
catastrophe tumble her upside down.
Clattering out of still sleeping Honda
about three o’clock one balmy morning
(for the seasons are reversed dowq here,
voua know, and mid-summer comes in Jan-
uary), our road wound for some distance
under a complete arch of papaws, mangoes
and fig trees, whose interlacing branches
obscured the sky, and render yet darker the
silent hour between night and dawn, that
ruesome hour in which ail the forces of
%Je and nature are at their lowest ebb, and
in which, it is said, souls go out of the
body into the vast unknown more readily
than at any other time. Not even a m
was stirring to bark us out of town,

the mules huddled closer together with an !
instinctive need of companionship. In the
uncertain light we could not discern one
another’s faces, and our figures looked
ghostly and unreal, as might a processicn |
of disembodied spooks on some uncanny |
expedition. Nordid the doctor’s muttered
recitation elevate our spirits:

“Ssmewhere in desolate, wind swept space,

In Twilight land, in No Man's land,
Two shivering shapes meet face to face,
And bid each other stand.
‘And who are you?” asksone a%nge,
Shuddering in the gloaring light,
‘I know not,” said the second shape,
‘I only died last night "

But when the stars were lost in the sea
of crimson and gold that presages the ris-
ing of the tropic sun, Dame Nature sud-
denly shook off her comatose condition,
the flowers lifted their dewy heads, birds
began to twitter, smoke to curl from house-
tops, and the hum of human activity was
heard. Presently the road became alive
with Indians trudging to market under
heavy loads, bare-footed women in short
calico skirts and wide straw hats, sitting
astride of mules, each beast generally car-
rying two persons ; and donkeys and black
and white bullocks, so heavily laden as to
be literally

COVERED FROM STEM TO STERN

With piles of chincona bark, bags of gold
or silver ore from the mines, or loads of
merchandise of various sorts. The princi-
pal towns of Colombia, scattered along the
fertile valleys lying between the spurs of
the Andes, are distant from the Magda-
lena from 60 to 100 miles; and to them all
goods must be forwarded over the rugged
mountain pathways. Merchandise is dis-
tributed into bales of 125 pounds each,
allowing two bales or 250 pounds to a don-
key-load. Parcels exceeding this weight
must be opened and repacked, or they will
not be carried at all. The majority of in-
terior cargadores are women and their
charge for each load is from 24 to 30 reales
(2 Colombian real being about 10 cents in
American money) or between $3 and $4.
Their system of transit applies only to ar-
ticles of comparatively light weight, mak-
ing it utterly impossible to forward across
the country to those places where they are
most needed such heavy objects as.agri-
cultaral implements, mining machinery,
fire engines, wagons, or indeed anything
else weighing more than half a ton.

Yet we are told that in Bogota every
well-to-do family has its piano, which had
to be brought piecemeal over the Sierras
at the cost of a thousand dollars per piano
for its transportation alone! They have
street-cars, too, in Colombo's capital,
which were also toted in sections over the
mountains, as were the rails and ties, on
the backs of mules and human beasts of
burden.

Soon the road grew rough and stony,
like the bed of a rocky river, winding
over hills which in some places ascend
almost perpendicularly and in others offer
so narrow a pathway that our little beasts,
ambling one behind’ another, can hardly
find a footing.

HEAVEN BLESS THE DONKEY
Say I! Whatever his faults, he is sure-
footed and faithful, and has borne many a
traveler in safety over perilous paths
where a norse would refuse to go.

About 1 p. 3. we reached Consuelo, and
stopped at a narrow-thatched posada, or
inn, for breakfast, which, though very
poor, was acceptable, you may be sure, as
we had eaten nothing since the hasty
desajuno of bread and coffee before day-
light.

Two hours siesta, and a good rubbing
down with alcohol and hot water, the best
remedy, by the way, for the lameness of
joint and soreness of muscle that afilicts
the amateur equestrienne, and by 3 o’clock
everybody cheerfully responded to the call
of “boots and saddles,” not wishing to re-
main over night in desolate Consuelo.
However, there is not much choice in pos-
adas on the road to Bogota, one being
about as bad as another.

As we ascended, ever higher and higher,
the air grew cooler and cooler, and at 4,000
feet above Honda the temperature was de-
lightful. Winding around the steep sides
of the sierras, we canght glimpses of a
most wonderful panorama in the Magda-
lena valley, which, far below, looked like
a gigantic chess-board, squared off by
hedge-rows inclosing cultivated fields, the

ale yellowish-green of sugar-cane patches
interspersed with the dark, glossy foliage
of coffee-groves, and palm-thatched huts
for pawns, all environed by distant hights
whose tops were lost in the clouds. Long
before we reached

GUADUAS

The moon was up, though the miles are
not many between these wayside hiding-
places, because the duliest donkey in the
cavalcade had learned that we were not
Mazzepas, and therefore he need not hurry
himself. Down into a green valley, over
an antique bridge built three centuries ago
and now crumbling to its fall, past a pretty
white casa in the midst «f a coffee grove;
and at last the posada was reached where
a smoking dinner awaited and the night
was to be passed. Guaduas is said to be
one of the most comfortable places on the
road, though its high-priced posada would
bear no comparison to the poorest hotel in
the United States. F.and I enjoyed the
luxury of a clean and airy room, and
thongh its floor was paved with damp
bricks, the walls covered with old news-
papers, the window entirely without glass
and the door-fastening a pole set up against
it, we slept the sleep of the just, each in |
her little white-canopied cot. In these
Southern countries the beds are all “sin-
gle,” two persons never sleeping together,
though several of the narrow cots may be
put into the same apartment.

Thanks to another thorough rubbing
with hot alcohol, we were in tolerable
order to start next morning by the first
peep of dawn, while the early mists mer-
cifully obscured from view the heights we
were yet to climb. Always upward and
upward, like that foolish youth who bore
a banner with the strange device “Excel- |
sior!” and came to grief, as he richly de-
served ; till before mid-day we had as-
cended something over 3,000 feet. The
highest point hereabouts is known as

ALTO DEL BAIZAL,

Marked by a little white house set against
a gigantic heap of red-gray sandstome.
The view from this place was even more
glorious than that of the day before, over-
looking a wider prospect, being so much
higher, including a circle of mountain
summits, whose rosy peaks, one behind
the other, peered out of an ocean of cloud.
Descending thence to Las Tibayes was the
most difficult task we have yet encountered,
over a road strewn with loose bowlders, so
steep and slippery that we momentarily
expected to be pitched over the heads of
our mules, down among the precipices. At
the apology for an inn at Las Tibayes we
partook of a poorer apology for luncheon,
only redeemed from utter failure by some
ripe, sweet figs, which, in the desperation
born of hunger, we went out and stole be-
fore the eyes of the proprietor.

“Must I be carrietrto the skies on flow-
ery beds of ease ?” remarked poor F., as we
again climbed into our saddles. Certamly
not to-day, at least, for the rest of the way
was a rapid down-hill, a regular toboggan
slide, 4,000 feet long, into the green and
lovely valley of Villeta. To this day Tam
not able to decide which is most to be
dreaded, going up the face of a hill, fiy-
fashion, in momentary peril of slippin
over the donkey’s tail, or going dowuwudg,
at an angle of fifty degrees, with every
muscle braced to prevent sliding over his
ears. Since no beast could possibly go
astray on a trail so narrow that we
bumped the wail of rock on one side and
stones loosened by his feet on the brink of
the other, dropped without a sound intoan
abyss so deep that tall trees growing at the
bottom looked like mere twigs, I aban-
doned all responsibility, closed my eyes to
the fearful view, and clung for dear life to
the pommel.

AT VILLETA,

| dime.”

were fain to lay our weary bones to rest at
the first hour of gloaming, but not to
slumber, for rats, cockroaches, beetles, fleas
and goodness knows what other vermin,
galloped about the prison-like place in a
way that, like Macheth’s conscience, “doth
murder sleep.” Though feeling painfully
the effect of our daily shaking up, and
already constrained to say our prayers in
a rtanding attitude, we were not averse
to leaving Villeta long before sunrise, hav-
ing partaken of the inevitable sour bread
and muddy coffee by the glimmer of a tal-
low dip. Rain had fallen steadily during
the night, leaving every thing clean, cool
and dripping; but alas! 1t had also
washed away, for the third time this sea-
son, the only bridge across the Rio Negro,
leaving us no alternative but to ford the
brawling stream. Luckily the river was
not high, though - running rapidly, and,
barring a slight wetting, all crossed in
safety.

The ground rises steadily from the
river’s brink, ever higher and higher; at
one place, called “El Salitre,” leading up
some steps like a flight of stairs cut in the
face of the mountain, which our animals
unwillingly climbed. As if to recompense
the traveler for that trial, the way wound
next under some overhanging rocks cov-
ered with ferns, mosses, pink begonias and
orchids, overtopped with long-armed oaks
and drooping palms. But, like every
other earthly paradise,

THE TRAIL OF THE SERPENT
Was in it, and the guides forbade us, at the
peril of our lives, to touch a leaf or a
flower.

Then comes Chimbi, a village prettily
sitnated on the spur of the eastern cor-
dillera of the Andes, up which we were
slowly creeping. All this section is de-
voted to the raising and exportation of a
superior grade of coffee.

At last, thank heaven! Alto del Roble
was reached, on2 of the highest accessible
points in the Andean chain, some 12,000
feet above sea-level, which, the guides sol-
emnly assured us, was “the very end of up
hill” A cart-road from Bogeta comes
out nearly to the Alto; and, though horri-
bly bad, with deep gullies washed out by
floods that pour down the mountain sides,
we were rejoiced to exchange the wild
paths of “the land of the sky” for an un-
picturesque, barley-bordered pathway.

At a hacienda, named Mazonoes, “the
Apples,” we halted for the night. Here
the orange and the banana give place to
the pine and thealoe; and, notwithstand-
ing good beds and warm rugs, we suffered
much from cold, the change being very
great from the heated lowlands of the Mag-

alena. And, it may as well be confessed,
right here we surrendered, ingloriously
and unconditionally. Having learned
that by telegraphing to Bogota a coach
would come out from that city and convey
us thitherward, we were glad to pay for
the twenty-five miles or more which our
guides and mules were not to go, and le
in bed nursing our bruises during the fol-
lowing twenty-four hours.

It was by no means a brilliant party
that was finally packed into the clumsy
vehicle yclept a diligencia, and was bumped
over the bowlders, big and little (every
jolt being martyrdom), that strew the road
to Colombia’s Capital. Long before our
destination was reached its nearness was
attested by the crowd of market-wagons
going and returnieg, men and women
trudging along on foot or on muleback, and
beasts of burden totally in eclipse under
enormous loads of alfalfa or other mer-
chandise.

Just at sunset we passed the swampy
flats that environ Santa Fe de Bogota,
black with wild ducks this time of year;
when, by a sharp turn in the road, we sud-
denly beheld the cathedral towers, house-
tops and tall eucalyptus trees of the old
city, all gilded in the evening light. The
vesper bells were ringing as we clattered
into town; but the two overshadowing
hills, whose summits are crowned by
churches, each a kind of Calvary, up
which penitentes go on their knees during
holy week, looked gloomy and foreboding,
with black clouds hanging above them, as
if bearing a frown for the weary wander-
ers, instead of a welcome.

Faxnie B. WaRrD.

—_—
WHEN ADAM WAS A BOY.

The women didn’t wear high hats 3
When Adam was a boy.

Nor babies weren's allowed in fiats
When Adam was a boy.

The cable very seldom broke,

Dudes didn’t cigarettes then smoke,

The papers didn‘t print a joke
When Adam was a boy.

There were no patent cure-all ads
When Adam was a boy.

The youngsters didn’t ‘‘sass’’ their dads
When Adam was a boy.

The mothers-in-law were kind and good,

And loved their sons as now they should;

They built the fires and sawed the wood
When Adam was a boy.

But things nave slipped a cog or two

Since Adam was a boy.

Life wasn't such & chronic “blue’”

When Adam was a boy.

And in the past, when we were tried,
We've often thougiit and wildly cried,
Why didn't Adam suicide

When yet he was a boy ?

- e
A Touching Farewell. i

The steamer. for Liverpool was about
leaving the New York dock. The friends
of the passengers were bidding a last fare-
well. A brigk, elderly gentleman, evi-
dently a merchant, hastily embraced a
lady on deck and hurriedly left the ship.
In the crowd on the wharf was a working
man, who was leaning against a post look-
ing at the steamer.

“Do you see that lady in black on deck ?”
asked the merchant of the party of the
second part.

“Yes, I see her.”

“All right; that’s my wife, and she ex-
pects me to stay here twenty minutes and
shake my handkerchief until the steamer
is out of sight.””

“Does she?”

“Yes, This the busy season, and I've
no time to waste. My wife is a littleshort-
sighted, so she will be none the wiser if you
wave the handkerchief. I'll pay you a
quarter.”

“But suppose she gets a spy-glass?”

“In that case you bury your face in the
handkerchief and appear to weep. You
might shake convulsively and perhaps
shed a tear or so. A quarter is a great
deal of money these hard times.”

“I'll have to have an extra dime.”

“All riﬁht; but I think you ought to
kiss your hand a few times for the extra
Then the merchant locked at his
watch and disappeared.—Texas Siftings.

The Discriminating Foreman.
Village Parson (entering country edit-
or’s office)}—*“You promised to publish that
sermon that I sent you on Monday, but I
do not find it in the latest issue of your

aper.”
2 El.itor—“l sent it up. It surely went
in. What was the name of it ?”

Parson—“Feed My Lambs.”

Editor (after searching through the
paper)—“Ah—yes—um—here it is. You
see we've got a new foreman, and he put it
under the head of ‘Agricultural Notes’ as
‘Hints on the Care of Sheep.—Times-
Demoerat,

Consumption of Champagne.

In fen years ending December 31, 1889
2,620,811 cases were imported. About one-
quarter was G. H. Mumm & Co.’s Extra
Dry, or over 225,000 cases more then of any
other brand.

The indications are very strong that the
importers of the country zre going to
make 2 strong fight om the McKinley
toms Administration bill now in the Sen-
ate Committee on Finance.

Owp people suffer much from disorders
of the urinary and -re always fut-
ified at the wonderful effects of Dr.J. H.
McLean's Liver and Kidney Balm in ban-
ishing their troubles; $1 per bottle.

Where the second night was passed, we

No marM ever done by the use of Sim-
mons Liver Regulator.
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CENSUS TAKIHG.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PERMA-
NENT CENSUS BUREAU.

A Plan Suggested Which Will Merit
Careful Consideration by
the Authorities.

The following communication will be
found worthy of careful and thoughtful
consideration :

Eps. Recorp Uniox: The decennial cen-
sus taken by the United States Government
is, in many respects, unsatisfactory. Per-
haps it is more unsatisfactory now than
ever before; because statistics play a more
important part in shaping the policy of the
nation, and because there are a greater
number of avenues in which they may be
made useful, and a wider appreciation of
their usefulness.

The conclusions of the census are too
long postponed. The results themselves
are not absolutely correct, even for the time
when the enumeration istaken ; and for
the time when they are made public they
have little relation to truth. In fact, need
of statistics is contemporaneous with the
time when they are taken, and their value
is nearly destroyed, or at least seriously
impaired before the results become avail-
able for use.

The cause is not bard to find. The cen-
sus branch of the Government is recreated
each decade, and perhaps on lines entirely
different from the next preceding census.
This branch of the civil service, which has
the greatest need of trained ability and
accuracy, is, more than any other business
of the Government, necessarily dependent
upon inexperience. The periods of census-
taking are so far separated that the lessons
gained in onedperiod are mainly lost before
another period arrives. In noother branch
of the civil government are so many offi-
cials called upon to do such an amount of
work simultaneously as in the census, Yet
the great bulk of these officials are, from
the nature of the case, inexperienced acd
have littie knowledge of the importance of
the results and little interest in the accu-
racy of the enumeratisn,

The difficulties that the inexpe:zience and
incompetency of the enumerators do not
furnish are supplied by the indifference
and obstinacy of the people. They look
upon the census-taker much as they do
upon a comet. His orbit is so erratic that
he becomes a novelty at every return. The
people are quite apt to resent the in-
quisitiveuess of the enumerator, or per-
haps hide the truth in fear, or give careless
answers from indifference, or be unable to
answer at all, through ignorance. The in-
frequency of the enumeration encourages
hasty and inaccurate statements. It pre-
cludes intelligent answers, and prevents
any schooling designed to promote truth-
ful and accurate reports.

But what remedy can. be offered ?. How
can the Government overcome all these
obstacles? How attain the maximum of
accuracy in the minimum of time?
Through’ what agency may statistics be
frequently gathered at a little increased
cost? Is there no method of keeping a
constant record of each individusal, each
community, each State? There is but one
agency tbat extends through all the States
with sufficient uniformity to furnish any
| groundwork for a plan. This agency is the
common schools of the country. I have
anxiously watched through several suc-
cessive Congresses the progress made by
the Blair educational bill, hoping that the
passage of that measure might aid in the
solution of the problem, It is quite possi-
ble. however, that my plan may be as
much a help to the bill as the bill is in-
dispensable.to the plan. The plan of a
constant census force, furnishing an an-
nual report, that suggested itself to me in
connection with the Blair education bill 1s
as follows:

The common school system is an indis-
soluble part of the American idea of suc-
cessful government. The people are
wedded to the principle of free common
schools, and there is little doubt that the
system will exist in its present or added
efficiency as long as the Government en-
dures. Every State and Territory has a
common school system. These systems
differ but little in their generzl character-
istics. The only difference is in details.
In each State there is a division of terri-
tory into districts, each of which is pro-
vided with a teacher usnally competent,
who, previous to entering upon his duties,
must submit to an examination more or
less rigid to test his qualifications.

Now, the school district is the smallest
political division known in this country.
A county may be divided into many town-
ships and voting precincts, but the division
into school districts is still smaller. In
each district a legally qualified teacher is
employed for a certain period each year.
The teacher, in the course of the term, us-
ually becomes acquainted with everyone in
the district, and should be acquainted with
all that transpires in that district. The
limited area of most districts will allow of
his becoming familiar with all that pertains
to the district with very little trouble. He
is in & position not only to obtain all the
information pertaining to population, in-
dustry, acreage, etc., but to verify this in-
formation by actual inspection, and, 1if
need be, can go into the minutest details.
The teachers in wmost, if not all, the States
are required at the close of each term or
year to furnish the proper authorities with
a report embodying much information that
is also collected by the census-taker. He
is qualified and is expected to make a fall
ang accurate report on all matters enumer-
ated in the school law or regulations.
These reports are the basis of the valuable
school statistics which are published each
year, and on which the country haslearned
to rely so implicitly.

Why may not these teachers be required
to extend their inquiries, their records and
their reports a little further, and return all
the facts which the Government has here-
tofore created a special corps of enumer-
ators to obtain? In a country which 1s
governed by uniform or kindred laws, why
should we have two sets of officials collect-
ing the same kind of information, one for
local authorities, the other for national?
Whiy should not the collection of these
facts be intrusted to agents already created
by local authority, who are distributed
over the ground ready for the service, who
have had to prove their competency by a
non-partisan test, and who have ample
time and convenience to do the work in
connection with their usual employment?
In fact, the work of gathering statisties
mey be easily made a part of a teacher's
duty, and that, too, with very little addi-
tional cost, if the State will concert with
the General Government in the design.

But what relation has this plan to the
Blair educational bill ? Simply this: Thst
ounr system of common schools, though
nearly universal, is not a national sysfem.
The Federal Governmen{ has no control
over the schools of the States, and we pre-
sume weouid not undertake to coerce the
State to furnish information through the
State’s officials. But the Blair bill proposes
to extend national aid to the schools of the
State in proportion to the State’s illiteracy.

The bSl is objected to by many because
it might tend tc create a national system of
education, and by others because it being a
gratuity from the National Government,
might foster a feeling of dependency by
the State on the National Government
which would deter the former from mak-
ing suitable exertien for the educazion of
her own children.

But may not the General Gaovernment
appropriately grant aid to the schools of
the separate States, and require certain in-
formation from the State in return? Is-
stead of “paying a premium for illiteracy,”
as some put it, why not put it in the sha
of a reward for exertion? The State has the
necessary machinery ready organized and
distributed for work. The Federal Govern-
| ment hes the surplus of fands. The State
allows the Federal authorities to use its
organized force of teachers to collect cer-
tain information for which the National
Government pays the State a fix=d annual
sum. The State will accept and be the
gainer, because she can require the. infor-
mation from her teachers at very little
extra cost, while she will be gaining a large
annual addition to her school fund.

Then why not establish & Nationai De-
partment of Education and Statistics with
trained officials constantly employed in
formi reports from the agencies

State sch ? Of course it cannot

generally at the start. There would be
mauch friction and many objections, and it
might take years to get it to operate in its
entirety. Bat no State would long hesitate
if it was deprived of the aid from the Na-
tional Government, and the teachers would
soon qualify themselves 1n this particular
branch, so that every enumerator wounld
be in & measure an expert. Examinations,
records and school vears wonld be modi-
fied, enlarged or changed to conform to
the general plan, and after a few annual
returns only partially successful, the sys-
tem of an annual census, complete and ac-
curate, would begin to assume shapeasa
harmonions whole. It is probable that
cities where many female teachers are

empisyed would offer at first
considerable  difficulty, but even
that ~would, in time, be mainly

overcome by keeping a system of records
and registrations. And then the special
supplementary workin certain lines of in-
dustry would have to be carried on by the
Federal Government, through experts, as
now. Buteven the necessity of that would
lessen year by year.

Let me now elucidate some of the ad-
vantages to be gained from a system of an-
nual censuses gathered by the teachers, and
returned through the educational authority
of the State.

1. It would unify the different school
systems of the country, without danger of
centralizing them under one administra-
tion. Methods and systems wouid be un-
consciously drawn closer together, and
would derive mutual strength from the
contact.

2 Statistics themselves would become a
force in education, and lead to a closer
study of civil government and political
economy, thus indirectly elevating the
standard of citizenship.

3 A large branch of the civil eervice
would be taken out of politics, and the
dangers of the spoils system lessened to
that extent.

4. It would provide the public service
with an efficient army of non-partisan of-
ficials, wnose integrity and ability are
guaranteed by special certificates.

5. It would furnish the means of not
only securing annual reports, but of keep-
ing constant records available at any time.
Each teacher would keep a sort of intelli-
gence bureau for the district, taking note
of all changes, not only of population, baut
of establishments, of vital statistics, ef
migrations, of acreage, productions, etc.

6. The people would scon become fami-
liar with the kind of intelligence required,
and would realize the importance of accu-
rate returns and learn to answer more
freely and fally.

These suggestions will andoubtedly be
met with the objection that they are
imprac icable, but I am constrained to
think that they would be found entirely
practical if tried. Even under what little
latitude the present census law allows, it
might be demonstrated whether or not the
plan is feasible, so far as the mechanical
execation of it is concerned.

Take, for instauce, a State like California,
whose school year ends on the 30th of
June, which requires annual reports about
the time the census isto be taken. Let
the Supervisor of Census select one or
more counties that have a continuous sam-
mer terra of school, and appoint the
teacher in each district the enumerator of
that district. In one or two days’ work the
report will be completed and forwarded to
the Supervisor. W hat objection is there to
trying the experiment? Some teachers
would, undoubtedly, refuse to ac'; but
many would be glad of the opportunity.
Enough would serve to show with what
expedition and accuracy the reports could
be made, and be of value to future trials.

Except for the purpose of apportioning,
Representatives to the several States, the
object of the census is purely educational.
The facts gathered and compiled are pub-
lished for the benefit of the people and
thejr Government. Such publication en-
ables them to shape the policy of the Gov-
ernment for the best interests of the ma-
jority. Italso enables the representative
citizen to acquaint himself with what may
be to his advantage. Is not the object of
all education the same?

How senseless does it appear, then, to see
the mational authority putting forth great
efforts at great expense to ascertain facts
many of which the local Government is
gathering at the same time by means of
another set of officers. And both are
working for the same object, viz: The edu-
cation of the people and more intelligent
government. Perhaps under no other sys-
tem of government would such an anoma-
lous condition be possible— i. e., of the Cen-
tral Government being prevented by
sentiment, prejudice or disconnection
from availing itself of the services
of local officers. The teachers are
more widely and evenly distributed
than the members of any other class or
profession. They are ®better fitted by
training for this kind of work than
any other class of people. The nature of
their work gives them better opportunities
and more leisure to perform these duties
than any other class.

I cannot attempt in this article to even
approximate to the probable cost of ah an-
nual census by this method, but can give
some generalizations wlhich may be ac-
cepted or rejected by each reader at his
own discretion. The National Govern-
ment may well afford to appropriate sev-
eral millions of dollars each vear in school
bounties to those States which will, in re-
turn, furnish the Government certain sta-
tistics.

If such appropriations are made this
winter, and the States of California, Michi-
gan and Kansas should accept the proposi-
tion, it is my opinion that in less than
three vears each of those States would be
furnishing much more complete and accu-
rate statistics thanare now gathered by the
census, without a dollar’s additional cost
to the State. More than this. at the end of
three years each State would have & more
efficient corps of teachers and a more con-
scientious performance of duties.

J. M. Eppy.

Eureka, Cal., January 8, 1890.
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Dox't take any chances with & stubborn
cold, but get rid of it rationally with the
aid of Dr. Jayne's Expectorant, a healing
medicine for the lungs.

$1,000
REW ARD

to any one who will contradics
by proaf our claim that
Acme Blacking

WILL NOT
INJURE LEATHER.
W & BaNDo!

ﬁ comes in stowe jugs.
, .
woltfsA( MEBlacking
Makes any kind of leather
WATERPROOF, SOFT,
AND DURABLE.
Jts beantifal, rich, GLOSSY POLISH is un~
equaled. Saves labor and annoyance.
A Polish Lasts a Month for Wome, esd
AWeek for Men, sndon Harness Leather
- even Foar Months without renovating.

WOLFF & RANDOLPH. PHILADELPHIA.
and dealers generally.

Sold by Shoe Stores, Grocers,

Liebig Gompany's

EXTRACT OF MEAT.|

INCOMPARABLE IN FLAVOR.
Use it for Beef Tea, S u
eat Jelly.

ete.), Aspie or
of Extract of Beef equal to forty
pounds of lean beef, Genuine only with rig-

, Sauces (game, fish,

which n;:{ be established through the
be expected the scheme would work

:tuo.d J. vom Liebig, as shown -b‘uvgo.

To clean tombstones,
To polish knives,
To clean dishes.

To renew oil-cloth.
To scrub floors.
To whiten marble.

EVERYBOD

Dentiets to clean false teeth,
Surgeous to pollsh their instruments.
Confect!oners to scour their pans.
Mechanics to brighten their tools.
Coozs to clean the kitchen sink.
Paluters to clezu off surfaces.

Ministers to renov.

Engineers to clean parts of machines.
Sextons to clean the tombatones.
Hostlers on brasses and wh
Artists to clean their palet
Wheelmen to clean blcycles.

RE ARE MANY
JSES FO

APOLIO-

A
©:

To renovate paint,
To wash out sinks.
To remove rust.

Y USES IT.

To brighten metals,
To scour bath-tnbs,
To scour kettles.

Housemaids to scrub the ma: ble floors
Chemiets to remove some x1alus
Carvers to sharpen thelr Enives,
Shrewd ones to scour old siraw hate
Soldiers to brighten their arms,
Renovators to clean carpets.

ate old chepels.

herees.

: EVERY ONE FINDS A NEW USE.

POLITICAL.

FRUITS, SEED, PRODUCE, ETC,

ELECTION NOTICE.

HERE WILL BE AN ELECTICON IN TEIS
cuy

Tuesday, March 11, 1820,

elected :
First Trustee,
Ciuef of Police,
Ciry Attorney,
One Fire Commissioner,
Five Directors for City Free Library.
The election will be conducted according to
the Generagl Election Law, excepting the elec-
tion return® must be made to the Clerk of the
Board of City Trustees.
The qualification of voters is that their names
are on the Great Register of Sacramento county.

five o'clock P. M.,

Thie polls will be held at the following places,
to wit:

First Ward, First Precinct—Polls at Rosen-
feld s store, J between Third and Fourth streets.
H. F.;0illman and A. J. Sepatz, Inspectors;
Charles E. Bauer avd Isador Townsend, Judges;
M. J. sullivan and Wealter Van Guelder, Clerks.

First Ward, Secound Precinct—Polls at Fifth
and 1 streets. Charles Rood and William Beck-
man, lpspectors; H. B. Nielsen and John F.
Dreman, Judges: R, Dale and J. E. D. Baldwin,
Clerks.

Second Ward, First Precinct—Polls at Black's

Bakery, Fropt between K and L streets. Wm.
Coyne and Alex. Neilson, Inspectors; John
Bawher and D. Flynn. Judges; A. A. Dason-

ville and Henry Sage, Clerks.

Second Ward, Second Precinct — Polls at
Fourth and K streets. Joseph Wiseman and
Charles Farren, Inspectors; Jerry Carroll, Jr.,
and A. Conkhin, Judges; Howard Kimbrough
and J. C. Kelly, Clerss.

Second Ward, Third Precinct—Polls at Ar-
mory Hall, Sixth and L streets. T. W. Stevens
and M. Desmond, Inspectors; Charles Joy and
E. Bovyer, Judges; Char.es Phleger and James
Longshore, Clerks.

Third Ward, First Precinct—Pollsgat Meister's
shop, Ninth I and J streets. ThoMas Fox and
D. Gillis, Inspectors; Joseph Judd dnd L. Elkus,
Judges; F. T. McManus and Walter H. Welch,
Clerks.

Third Ward, Second Precinct—Polis at Bakery,
southwest corner of Twelfih and I streets. F.
R. Dray and M. J Burke, Inspectors; J. C. Med-
ley aud R.O. Cravens, Judges; James H. Groth
and W. E. Oshorn, Clerks

Third Ward, Third Precinct - Polls southwest
corner of Fourteenth and G streets. C. S,
Houghton and M. H. Sheehan, Inspectors; S,
Uren ana J. M. Morrison, Judges; J. F. Hill, Jr.,
and G. G Pickett, Clerks.

Third Ward, Fourth Precinet—Polls at Dwyer's
store, Sixteenth and J streets. R. H. Hawley
and F. A. Shepherd, Inspectors; B. M. LaRue
and Lyme Potter, Judges; Lincoln Dwyer and
H. D, Nash, Clerks.

Third Ward, Fitth Precinct—Polls southeast
coruer Twentieth and H streets. M, R, Beard
and Sam Blair, Inspectors;: D. W, Crabbe and
W. D. Lawton, Judges; Frank Nichols and
George S. Millikin. Clerks.

Fourth Ward, First Precinet—Polls at south-
east corner of Seventh and K streets. S W, But-
er and H. M. Bernard Inspectors: James G.

avis and James Ferguson, Judges; Joseph Me-
Guire and W. B Maydwell, Clerks.

Fourth Ward, S8econd Precinet—Polls at Ninth
and L streets. Charles Jenkins and H. C Chip-
man, Inspectors; William Craig and S. J. Jack-
son, Judges; James Levine and F. H. Kiefer,
Clerks

Fou:th Ward, Third Precinct—Polls at Eldred
House, K Tenth and E:eventh streets, W. A.
Gett and 7T, G. Kilers, Inspectors; F. T. Jochnson
and William Ellis, Judges; T. W. O.Neil and L.
W. Mahoney, Clerks.

Fourth Ward, Fourth Precinct—Polls at Par-
ker's Hall, Seventeenth and N streets. George
F. Bronner and E. D. Dupree, Iuspectors; O. S.
Flint and- 0. W. Erlewine, Judges: J. G. Jones
and W. A. Dashiel. Clerks.

Fourth Ward, Fifth Precinct—Polls at Union
Hall, Twentieth and O streets. Anthony Green
and E. Lavine, Inspectors: D. Mahen and N.J.
Toll, Judges; M. Hughes and Ed. Sheehan,
Clerks.

By order of the Board of Trustees,

E. H. MCKEE, Clerk.

Sacramento, Febrnary 24, 1890, fe26-td&Su

wW. . Knox,
ANNOUNCES HIMSELF AS CANDIDATE FOR
MAYOR,

Subject to the decision of the Republiean City
Counvention. fe27-td*

Eugene J. Gregory
(Present incumbent)
ANNOUNCES HIMSELF AS CANDIDATE FOR

MAYOR,
Subject to tHe decision of the Republican City
_____Convention. fes-tf

Eduovward Short
ANNOUNCES HIMSELF AS CANDIDATE FOR
CHIEF OF POLICE,

Subject to the decision of the Republican City

Convention. fe2s-tf

T. W. EXumplhrey
ANNOUNCES HIMSELF AS CANDIDATE FOR
CITY ATTORNEY,

Subject to the decition of the Republican City

t onvention. fe2s-tf
Jobhn Slxelton
ANNOUNCES HIMSELF AS CANDIDATE FOR
FIRE COMMISSIONER,
Subject to the decision of the Republioan City
_'Cnm'ention. fe2s5-tf

E,. FRANES
ANNOUNCES HIMSELF A CANDIDATE FOR

CHIEF OF POLICE,

Subject to the decision of the DEMOCRATIC
CONVENTION. jas0-tf

TEN PER CENT. DISCOUST !

N OBDER TO KEEP OUR FACTORY RUN-
ning while the other factories are closed, we
will sell our entire stock.

$300,000 Worth

—OF—

INE x SHOES!

TER PER CENT, DISCOUNT.

No matter where you buy your shoes, we will
sell you the same shoe or same grade of shoe
for TEN PERCENT. LESS than you have been

aying. In addition to our own make of fine
Ehoe,, we will sell at the same diseount all

others.
& Country orders will receive prompt and
carteful attention.

P. F. NOLAN & SON,

812-814 Market St., San Francisco.

BRANCH STORE,

No. 603 J Street........c...w......Sacramento,
fe13-TTSIptf

When the following city ofticers are to be!

The polls will open at sunrise and close at (5) |

ORANGE TREES.
7E CARRY THE BEST AND LARGEST
stock of Orange, Lemon and =all kinds of
Fruit Trees on the coast. Now is the time to
plant. Call and eee our slock. Everything in
i the nursery line. W. R. STRONG CO., Second
{ st., near 1ailioad passenger depot. ja3l-2m&Su

S. GERSON & CO.,

—WHOLESALE—

Frait, Produce & Commission Merchants,
SACRAMENTC, CAL.
P. 0. Box 170.

THE SACRAMENTO MARKET

C.A_RRIES THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT OF
| Fruit, Produce, Fish, Poultry, Game, etc., to
| be found in the city.

| CURTIS BROCS. & CO.,
| 888, 310 and 313 K street, Sacramento
| Telephone 37. (£34) Postoffice Box 335,
CURTIS BROS. & CO.,
General Commission Merchauts znd
Wholesale Bealers in
Fruit and Produce.
348, 310 aud 212 K st,, Sacramento.
Telephone 37. Postoffice Box 335,  f

W. R. STRONG COMPANY,
—WHOLESALE—

Fruit and Produce

DEALERS,
SACRAMENTO... .ccovorenes {1p].... ...CAL.

W. H. WOOD & CO.,

—WHOLESALE—

Prodmce and Commission Merchants,
117 o 125 J Street, Sacramento.

POTATOES, BEANS, ETC., A SPECIALTY.
EUGENE J. GREGORY, FEANE GREGORY,

GREGORY BROS. CO.

{Successors to GREGORY, BARNES & CO.)
Nos. 126 and 128 J Street.....Sacramento.
HOLESALE DEALERS IN PRODUCE AND
Fruit. Full 8tocks of Potatoes, Vegetables,
Green and Dried Fruits, Beans, Alfalfa, Butter,
Eggs, Cheese, Poultry, ete., always on hand.
&% Orders filled at Lowest Rates. 1+

GROCERS.

KILGORE & CO

IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN

HARDWARE AND FARM IMPLEMENTS.

H_EADQCARTERS FOR
Oliver Plows and Extras.

KILGORE & CO,,

(SUCCESSORS TO GRANGER  ASSOCIATION),

Southeast Corner Tenth and K streets,

SACRAMENTO. ja31-3mlp
ANOTHER BARGAIN!

INE ALASKA SALMON, IN ONE-POUND

cans, only 10 cents per can; regular retail
price, 15 cents. Choice Persian Golden Dates,
only 10 cents per pound. To be had only at

T. H. COCK & C0.’8,

N. W. Cor. Tenth and K Sts, Sacramento.
ja2s-ti&Su

FAMILY GROCERIES,

HOLESALE AND RETAIL. PROVISIONS,
Flour, Hay and Grain, Wines, Liquors,
Cigars and Tobacco.
FRED. SCHNEIDER,
N E. cor. Fanrth and N sts,, Sacramento. tf

SALE OF BONDS.

Central Irrigation District; Co-
lusa County, California.

OTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN BY THE
Board of Directors of CENTRAL IRRIGA-
TION PISTRICT, that said Board will, at its
office in the town of Maxwell, in the county of
Colusa, State of California, on the
Fourth Day ef March, in the year 1890,

at 3 o’clock P. M. of said day, sell to the highest
responsible bidder for cash in gold coin of the
United States, four hundred and fifty bonds of
the said District, to the amount of two hundred
and twenty-five thousand dollars being part
of an issue of bonds aggregating the sum of
seven hundred and fitty thousand dollars ; that
sealed proposals for the purchase of said bonds
will be received by said Board till the day and
hour atoresaid, at which time said Board will
open the proposals, and award the purchase of
said bonds to the highest responsible bidder, but
said Board reserves the right to reject all bids,
and will in no event sell any of said bonds for
less than ninety per cent. of the face value
thereof; said bonds are dated the first day of
July, in the year 1888, and bear interest at the
rate of six per cent. per annum, payable semi-
annually ; any interest accruing between said
date and the date of the sale and delivery of
said bonds, shall be credited before deliveryon
the first maturing coupons attached to said
bends, Said bonds will be delivered to the suc-
cessful bidder and the money received therefor
at the District Treasurer’s office in the town of
Maxwell, or at the Colusa County Bank, in the
town of Colusa, in the county and State afore.
said, and each proposal must be accompanied
by a certified check in favor of R. De ia pe
Secretary of the Board of Directors of CEN FKAI'.
IRRIGATION DISTRICT, for an amonunt at least
as great as five per cent. of the amount total to
be paid for the bonds bid for,
Above Bonds Approved by Supreme Court,
The Supreme Court has decided that CEN-
TRAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT was validly
organized, and that its bonds were properly
issued, and are in the form requred by law. See
Central Irrigation Distriet vs. R. De Leppe, 79
Cal., 351, R. De LAPPE,
Secretary of £aid Board.
Maxwell, Cal., January 22,1590, ja29 tmr&3u

REDUCTION IN PRICE OF
Chairs!

Upholstered in leather, for dining-room, office
or library, at

W. D. COMSTOCX'S,

Fifth and K streets............. o Sacramento

OEAS. FPIL.OX

CTICAL GUNBMITH, 1024 4
Sixth street, between . axd &
Importer and_Dealer fh Shot-
gune, Rifies and Pistols. Ammu-

hand. Safes and scales
made to Order.

Past, Present and Fatare]

R8. L. C. ANDREWS,
the well-known Fortune
Teller and Astrological Clair-
voyant, is I at 1621 1 B
street, Numerons people ks
have benefited by her won-
fel5-tfip*

AMERICAN BSTEAM LAUNDRY,
Nineteenth and I Sts:, Sacramento,
TE LABOR ONLY, men POLISEED

in the neatest manner. guarantee sate
e mending, sewing om

derful gifts.

isfaction.

buttons, etc,, free of Washing called
“s-mun'm”mn; B ana 7107 Srest >
“m ®. H. GREEN. Prooriator,

WEEELY UNION — THE LEADINC
WESKLY OF THE COAST. 4

2y




