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2 CENTS.
DAILY

AMERICAN TELEGRAPH.
PUBLISHED KVUltY AFTKRNOOM,

(EXCEPT bonday,)
On Pennnylvtnla avenue, between

and Oth street*, nouth aide.
WASHINGTON, D. C.,

BY CONNOLLY k SMITH.

To subscribers served by the carriers, the paper wUl
be furnished regularly for ten cents per week, P»y»W»
weekly. W To mail subscribers, (6 a year; $2 60 n>r
six mouths; $1 26 for three mouths; 60 cents a montn.
No paper mailed unless paid for in advance.

CASH TERMS OF ADVERTISING.
- l square, 1 month.... 4 00

1 do 2 mouths ... 7 00
1 do 8 months ... 10 00
1 do 8 months ... 1ft 00
1 do 1 y«w 30 00

1 square 1 insertion.. 60
1 do 2 insertions'. 75
1 do 8 insertions . 1 00
1 do 1 week .... 1 76
1 do 2 weeks.... 275UU * wwcn.il

Twelve lines (or lets) make a ijtwre.longer advertise¬
ments In exact proportion.
Advbbtibbhs will please endeavor to send in their favors

before 11 o'clock, if possible.

EDUCATIONAL.
THB UNION ACADEMY,

Corner of lith strett and Neva York Avenue.
Z. RICHARDS, Principal.

H." WJttoNstt, } Aw,UUuU-
A. C. HICHARD8, Teacher of the Primary Department.
A. Eapponc, Professor of Modern Languages.
K. Gibson, Teacher of Drawing aud fainting.

Ciroulars can be obtained of the Principal, or at
B. Farnham's Bookstore. fnov 2ft.dtf

BITTENHOUSE ACADEMY,
Corner of Third street and Indiana avenue.

O. C. WIGHT, Principal.
A. G. CAR0TUKKS, \ ^tetontg>D. L. SHORKY, /
WM- T. 15VA, Teacher of the Primary Department.
D. e. QR0UX, Teacher of Modern Languages.
K. GIBSON, Teacher of Drawing.
jtBf-For Circulars apply to the Principal, or at the

bookstore of Wm. M. Morrison. [nov 24- dtf

CENTRAL ACADEMY,
Corner of E and Tenth streets, (old Medical Col¬

lege, second story.)
Rev. JA8. NQURSK, A. M., 1 pr;ncinal*.JOS. HARVEY NOURSE, J "incipaii.
J 1.8. O. Dbllett, Assistant.
T. Ra.oolt, (of Paris,) Professor of Modern Languages.
Each quarter is twelve weeks, commencing severally

September 1, November 24, February 16, aud May 9.
Jan 9-tf

__

CLASSICAL, MATHEMATICAL,"AND COM¬
MERCIAL INSTITUTE,

Under the care of Rev. Alfred llolmead, Rector,
and Mr. Charles fucker, A. M.

THE DUTIES of this Institution will be resumed on
the 18th of August, in the lower Saloon of Mr. Ca-

rusi's building. ,In English, Mathematics, Greek, Latin, and French,
the course will be full and thorough. JPupils fitted for
the Counting-room or College.
The experience of fifteen years, in the management oi

bovs, induces the confident belief that the satisfaction ex¬
pressed by their numerous former patrons, both In Mary¬
land aud Virginia, will be shared by those who may be
pleased to entrust the education of their sons to their

°*For terms and further Information apply to the Rector,
the Rev. Alfred llolmead, at his residence on 9th, between
K and F streets. fjv 29.dtf
"

JAA1ES W. SHEAHAN,
Attorney and Counsellor at Law,

PRACTISKS in the Courts of the District, and prose¬
cutes claims of every description before the several

Executive Departments and before Congress.
M- Office and residenoe 21st street, two doors north

of iT »p u-tf

Old Wine*, Liquors, Segars, Fresh Foreign*
Fruits, Comestibles, etc.,

rou £ ALE BY
JAMES T. LLOYD,

Pennsylvania avenue, 3 duort ea»t nf Fifteenth street.
may 17.ly

C. H. VAN PATTEN, M. D.,
Surgeon Dentist,

Offiee near Oroum'» H«Ui, l+nnsylvunia avenue,
Charges New York and Philadelphia prices, and guaran-

ties bis work to be equal to any done in those dues.

josepiTwimsatt,
DRALSR II*

GROCERIES, WINES, TEAS, & LIQUORS,
Oar. of Pennsylvania Avenue and Thirteenth street,

may 20 Washington City, D. C. d * 7

JNO B KIBBEY & CO.,
Dealers in

FINE GROCERIES, WINES, AND LIQUORS.
No. 6, opposite Centre Market,

.p 10 WA8HINQTON Citv. D. C. d * J

j7~AyitlRKPATRlck,
MARBLE AND FRKE-STON'E CUTTER,

Kstreet, helwfsti \W and\Wi, H'uthinyUm City, D. C.

MARBLK MANTLES, Monuments, Tombs, Head and
Foot Stones, Ac., constautiy on hand, of the best

Quality and workmanship. All kinds of Stone, for Build¬
ing. Aa All kinds of work in his line faithfully executed
tt the shortest notice. *P lo.tf

DR. J. M. AUSTIN,
(Late of Warrenton, Va.)

OFFICE and Residence.V street, north side, one door
above 10th. mar 27-tf

LAW AND AGENCY NOTICE.
W0RTHIK0T0N O. BHETHEN

CONTINUES TO PRACTISE LAW in the Supreme
Court; to attend to cases before Congrats ; to prose¬

cute claims and settle accounts against the Departments
and Boardsof Commissioners; to procure patents at home
and abroad: to obtain pensions and bounty lands; to
collect debts, dividends, legacies, and inheritances, in
any part of the United States, and in foreign countries;
to make investments of funds In loans and stocks, and
on bond and mortgage: and to negotiate the purchase
and sale of loans, lands and patent riKhte.tnsny State ot
the Union. Particular attention paid to California land
title cases coming up to the Uuited States Supreme Court

Communications, prepaid, addressed to W. O. Snetben,
6 Carroll Plaoe, Capitol Hill, Washington, D. 0., will meet
with prompt attention. Wtw-4iy

MERCHANT TAILOR,
Pennsylvania Avenue, between and 6th streets.
a, THE SUBSCRIBER takes tills mothod of In-

"*".1 forming his friends, and stranger* visiting tho
Via Metropolis, that he has just received from tho
111. North a very large and splendid assortment of

French and English CLOTHS, CA*8!MKHE8 aud VhSl-
INGS, and all kinds of Gentlemen's Furnishing Goods,
together with a large and superior stock of K«ady-ma<le
Orerooats, made up In the best and most fashionable style,
all of which he respectfully recommends and warrants.
Garments of all descriptions made to order, and at the
shortest notice possible.

dee «-tf OEO. W^HINTON.
Attention, Chewers and Smokers!

DOWNER'S popular Cigar aud Tobacco stand Is well
¦applied with the best Havana* and Principes.

Also a splendid lot of Chewing Tobacco, to which he ex¬
tend* a cordial invitation to his friends and to gentlemen
of taut* generally. 5.!?.
SCOTCH AUK." Dove's Falkirk" llro»n Stout-

Barclay, Perkins A Co., In pints *nd quarts.
For sale by JSO. B- K lift ItY * CO.,
dec 9 i2w No. 5, opp. Centro Market.

To the Friends of Temperance!
AMERICAN Tsmporance Spelling Book.

Deaeon Olio*'* Distillery.
Temperance Anecdotes.Illustrated.
Washlngtonlan, and recent Tomperancs Song Books,
Temperance Tracts, from the New York organ.

For saleby A.GRAY,
dec12. 7th st., opp. Odd-Fallow*" Hall.

_

ST. VIJICEUT'* M \ M \ I. In msgnlfl-cent bindings, varying in price from 50 cents to $11.Also a dosen other varieties of approved Catholic PrayerBook*. For aale by A. GRAY,dec16. 7lh st., opp. Odd-Fellows' Hall.

Magnificent Family Bibles!
On COPIES Family Bibles just received .elegantly(Oi ' bound and beautifully illustrated.

A. GRAY,dee 1fl. 7th St., opp. Odd-Fellows' Hull.

SPANISH OLIVES, In Jura.Just received
and for sale by JOHN B. K1BHEY * CO.,dec 9.lOw No- &« °PP- Centre Market.
MALL HOMINY.Just received from Charles¬
ton, 8.0. For sale by

.JOHN B. KIBBKY A CO.,
s
dee 9.12w No ft, opp. Centre Market.

MARAACHIKO and Cnrr*co» Cordial,
Whiteand r«l; also Creine D'Annis. Vanllle, Orange,

and Parhit Amour. These cordials are all imported, and
af the best qnallty. For sale by *

JOHN B. KIBBKY A CO.,
Am lft~10w No- OPP- Centre Market

CENTRAL HOTEL,
Warren itrett, ea»t end of the Ruilroad Depot,

SYRACUSE, N. Y.
On the left liand as you enter tbe Car House going: weit; on

ewt. only ten feet from tbe Depot.
of being lef1, M carB rwultt"1 luiru U»My*®T ?lr1Sawui<tira to dine. Efficient and trusty wuiters"way^lt haCHn the arrival of each train to attend to bag¬

gage entrusted^to £j£^^,TY-FIVK CENTS.
Good accommodations tor pas»engerr8 remaining over,- at

OI1m .-T^he proprietors' efforts will always be to pleaae
their guests. Having eight years' experience both Ewt and
Weat they feel coutident that all will be satisfied, and solicit

the^patronuge of the public.
B. A. CLARK * 00.

R. MARHOFF'S CELEBRATED GER¬
MAN MKD10ATJ5D SOAP is particularly adapted

to the CUKE of all CUTANEOUS ERUPTIONS, for render¬
ing the humhett skin delicately ^ ul.> wul
!>0KT.removing SALL0WNE8S, VIMI'LES, TAN, FftKC-
KLK8, SUNBURNS and REDNESS OK THE SKIN, lor
rh.1mhv WIwAi,

jan 19- Bookseller. 7th st.,

NON PARIEL. Capers, CapottM, FreueU
Ollvca, just received and for «»J« by

JOHN B. KIBBbY A CO.,
dec 22 12w No. 5. QPP- Centre Market.

RAILROAD CONVENTION.
We would call the attention of the public

generally, and especially of all persons imme¬
diately interested in Railroads, to the Circular to
the Presidents of Railroad Companies^ lrom tin
committee of the meeting held in this city on the
3d inst. We uuderatand that the meeting ad¬
journed until the first Tuesday in March, that the
great convention to be held at New Orleans on

the first Monday in January may act upon the
proposed modification of the laws regulatiug mail
contracts. It is hoped that the adjourned meet¬
ing will bo fully attended, and that Railroad
Companies who cannot conveniently Hcnd dele¬
gates will authorize their members of Congress
or some one else to represent them.

[Circular.]
Washington City, Dec. 10, 18ol.

Sir : By the enclosed proceedings of a meet¬
ing held in this city on the 3d instant, it was
made the duty of the undersigned as a commit¬
tee to correspond with the several railroad com¬

panies in the United States, and to report to an

adjourned meeting, to bo held in this^ city on the
first Tuesday in March next, to consider a prop¬
osition to petition Congress for a change in the
law regulating mail contracts, so as to enable the
Post Office Department to deliver to railroad com¬

panies United States five per cent, coupon bonds,
upon permanent contracts for carrying the mail,
to an amount the interest upon which, at five per
cent., would be equal to the payments to be made
under existing laws; and they therefore respect-
fully call the attention of your company to the
subject, and invite your co-operation. They
greatly prefer that you should send delegates to
the adjourned meeting; for the opinions expressed
by a convention of practical men, representing
so much wealth, enterprise, and intelligence, will
command, as they will deserve, the confidence and
respect of Congress, and thus promote the adop¬
tion of such details as may be agreed upon in
convention ; but if it should not be convenient to
send delegates, we would ask your company to
submit, through us, your wishes and opinions
upon the main propositioQ, and upon the details
connected therewith.

It is well known that many persons are opposed
to internal improvements by the general govern¬
ment.some denying the power ot' Congregs to
make appropriations for that object; others fear-
ing that the exercise of such power would lcau
to combinations resulting in partial and unjust
legislation. It will be seen that the proposition
under consideration is free from these objections.
It asks no appropriation of money in aid of the
construction of railroads. The contracts will be
restricted to the service which the several rail¬
road companies are in condition to execute when
the payments are made.

It is true that the proposed modification of the
laws regulating mail contracts will give similar
payments pro rata, as new roads are made and as
old ones are extended, and will so far increase
the credit and resources of railroad companies.
The same effect, although to a less extent, re
suits from existing laws, and surely it cannot be
urged as a valid objection to the proposed change
that it will aid in the extension of the railroad
system. We claim as a merit, that the proposod
modification will aid in extending the system by
giving greater value to railroad investments.
Under existing laws contracts are made for four
years, and the payments are continued, if not in¬
creased ad infinitum. Under the proposed modi¬
fication the contracts will be made, giving the
United States the perpetual use of railroads; and
the rate of compensation is so reduced that, at
the end of thirty-three years, the payments will
cease, and the department will forever thereafter
have tho use of such railroad free of all charge.

It is objected that old routes may be super¬
seded by new oues, and the present service so
diminished as to render it inexpedient to make
permanent contracts at the rates proposed. It
has also been objected that railroads now in use

may be discontinued, and that such railroad com¬
panies canuot protect the department from loss.
\Ve answer these objections by assuming that the
contracts will be made by a board appointed for
that purpose, and that no contracts will be given
unless that board be fully satisfied that mail ser¬
vice adequate to the payments will bo amply se¬
cured to tho United States.
We desire to obtain the views of your company

upon these and all other matters of detail, and
respectfully aBk of you to furnish us such statis¬
tics as will enable us to submit to the convention
and to Congress a statement showing the com-

parative increaso or diminution, as the case may
be, of the mail service performed by your com¬

pany.the past, and probable future increase of
the weight of mails carried over the route of;
your road. And in this contiexion we wish to
learn what, in your opinion, will be tho probableI increased weight of the mails, if newspapers and
periodicals are sent free of postage.
We wish you also to state what is the present

current price of your shares, what rate of divi¬
dend does your company now pay, and what divi-
dend could you pay under a contract such as we
propose.
The committee venture to invito the co-opera-

tion of the railroad convention to bo held in New
Orleans on the first Monday of January, and that
the newspapers in the South aud West will urgeJ upon all those who arc interested in railroads or
in the extension of tho system a favorable con-
sideration of the measure proposed, and the ne¬
cessity of prompt and efficient co operation. In
behalf of the committee, .

DUFF GREEN, Chairman.

l\nc*fiUn<lt of a Mfeting Mil i» Wnihington City on the.
3fi UfCrmbtr, IRbl. .

At ft meeting of gentlemen, assembled, at the request of
Ooti. Dad Green, to consider ft project for modifying the e*-
istinu laws regulating the letting of mails to railrgad cor-

PTjon°Morton, of Florida, was cborcn president, and AlbertSmitlii of Mftino, secretary.
. .Tho Si<wtitt2 wit* fuMreflftnl Gen. "rwti in explanation

of his proportion; after which, a desultory ooneernation
wn« held by ftlt the gentlemen present, and the following

That a committee of five be appointed, with
authority to correspond With tho several Hilroad companies
in tho United States upon the subject of an application to
Congress for a change in the mode of compensation for
transporting the mwils on railroads, and to digest a plan,, to
be submitted to a meeting to be hereafter convened by the
(aid committee."

...Ocn. I)n(T Oreen, Mr. Blunt, of Florida, Albert Smith, of
Maine, Robert H. Oallaher and Col. Fontaine, of Virginia,
were chosen said committee.
Toted, that the meeting be adjourned.

Albirt Smith, Seeretary

Office of Correspondence,
WASHINGTON. CITY.

ALL persons having business hi the city of Waahington
are informed that the underaigned has established here

an OFFICE OF CORRESPONDENCE, for the purpose of giv-
ing any information desired by any person in any part of
the world. No business, whether public or private, if of an

honorable character, will be excluded from the correspond¬
ence of this office. Persons wishing to Know how to proceed
in any business they may have before Congress, in the pub¬
lic offices, &<.., will be discreetly advised; and where profes¬
sional or other aid is necessury, the best will be procured or

recommended:
The undersigned will regard all matters communicated to

him in connexion with this office as sacredly confidential,
aud will, by himself and through such agotits as it may be
necessary for him to employ, use ovory possible precaution
to preserve them Inviolate.
Every letter of Inquiry must contain n foe of Jive dollar*,

which will generally be the only remuneration required;
but should it not compensate for the service to be rendered,
the proper amount will be stated in a satisfactory letter in
reply.
A®- Address, (postage prepaid,) ^

THOMAS C. COVNOLLY, '

Office of Correspondence, Washington, D. C.

Washington Cut, January 16,1862.
Mr. Thomas C. Coknoixy is known to us as a worthy citi¬

zen, as u gentleman of intelligence, end as a clear, accurate,
n.nd ready writer; and wo regard him a* eminently qualified
for the able, prompt, and faithful performance of tho useful
duties connected with his new and original design of an

Office of Correspondence.
RICHARD WALLACTI,

[U. S. Marshal for the District of Columbia.]
WALTER LENOX,
Mayor of Washington City.]

JO. GALES,
[Senior editor of the " National Intelligencer."]

R. W. LATHAM,
Jan 17. [Banker.]

[Intel. Kepub. A Union.Tu. Th. k Sat. if Cm.]
LAW NOTICE.

Richard U. Young ft J. McNeale Latham,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Will practise in the Supreme Court of tho United States and
the several Courts of the District of Columbia.

jan 20.tf

REMOVAL.
GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES.

r|^IIE Subscriber, intending to remove from his presentX place of business to n mure commodious store, olfers for
sale upwards of $3,000 worth of goods, at greatly reduced
prices, until tho 16th of February.
Persons iu want of goods iu my line will find it to tljcir

advantage to call on me before purchasing elsewhere.
JAB. T, LLOYD,

Dealer in Fruits, Wines, Liquors, Cigars, Comestibles, Ac.
Pa avenue, throe doors east of 16th street.
jan 14.tr [Wash. News.]

IMPORTANT TO THE DEAF.

DOCTOR HARTLY, AURIST, from the Ear Infirmary,
99 Arch street, Philadelphia, begs to announce his re¬

turn to this city for a few days. The number and impor-
,tance of the cases under his care, on his recent visit, and the
gratifying amount of success which attended his treatment,
have induced him to expedite his return. His stay here
will depend much upon circumstances; and it will be ad¬
visable for those who wish to consult him to make an early
call. Residence over Myers's Dry-goods store, between 9tli
:.nd 10th streets, Pennsylvania avenue. Consultation and
examination lee, $1. jan 14.-tf

FFICK OF CORRESPONDENCE,
WASHINGTON CITY, D. C.

A letter on any business, addressed to this office, und en¬

closing a fee of jive dollart, will procure a satisfactory reply.
References. .11. Wnllach, U. 8. Marshal; W. Lenox.

Mayor; Jo. Gales, of the "Intelligencer;" R. W. Latham,
Manlier. Address T. C. CONNOLLY,

Office of Correspondence, Washington, D. C.

EDITORS who place the above notice, witli this note
among thu lm*inc~* curd* in thnir "wu'iiiis,a. all Ui'jo*
command the servloes of this office.
jan 22. T. C. C.

Warranted Bay Water!

WARRANTED to me to be the best article in the New
York market. iVice low.

A. GRAY, Rook«eller,
jan 6. [Wash. News.l Seventh street.

FANCY PAPER HEADQUARTERS!
/ OLD PAPKH, plain aud einUissed; silver. Copper1 T White Metal, Chine*-, Steel Ulue. Carmine, and Ulta
marine; embossed, glazed, figured anil finest Oerman Fanev.
of all colors and Oold borders, of all slaes: Kngli-h am]
American Tissue, Oil, Tracing, Perforated, and Drawing Pa
per. For sale by A. OKAY, Rnokeellcr.

jan 19. Seventh street.

Splendid Lotteries
FOR MAKCII, 1862.

GREGORY St MAl'RY, Managers,
(SUCCESSORS TO J. W. MAI KY * CO.)

$35,000! - - - - 30 prizes of (1,5001
KENTUCKY STATE LOTTERY,

For the benefit of the town of Frankfort.
Class 54, for 1862.

To be drawn at Covington, Ky., on Saturday, March 6,1852,
78 number lottery.18 drawn ballots!

HPLESIMH SCHEME.
1 prize of - - $2..W
30 prizes of . . 1,500
60 do
100 do - 300

kc., Ac., Ac.

1 prize of $35,000
1 do - IS,000
1 do . 16.000
1 do . 7 >>00
1 do - 7,600

Tickets $10.llulves $6.Quarters $2 60.
Certificate* of packages of M whole ticket*, $140.00

]»o do 2H half do 70.00
Dodo 20 quarter do 36.00

$50,000!.$25,000 !.$12,017!.$7,000 !
KENTUCKY STATE LOTTERY,

For the benefit of the town of Frankfort.
Class 60, for 1852.

To be drawn nt Covington, Ky.. ou Saturday, March 13, 1862,
10 drawn numbers out of 78!

Giving mnrr prim than Nnnkt!
flPLKNIHH SCHEME.

1 prize of . . $50,000
1 do ¦ 2..000
1 do . 12,017
1 do . 7.0O0
I do . . 5,000

Ac., Ac.,

1 prize of . . $4,00(1
1 do 8,0o
3 prizes of . 2,001]
10 do . 1.20O
10 do . 1.000

Ac.. Ac.
Tickets $16. Ifalves $7.60.Quarters $3.76.Eighths $1.87

Certificates of packages of 20 whole tickets, $170.00
Dodo 2>i halves, 86.00
Dodo 20 quarters, 42.50
Dodo 20 eighths 21.26

$33,000! 10 prizes of $2,000 !
KENTUCKY STATE LOTTERY,

Tor the benefit of tho town of Frankfort.
Class OA, for 1862.

To be drawn at Covington, Ky., on Saturday, March 20, lfC2.
fiG number lottery.12 drawn ballots.

OKA Nil SCHEME.
1 prize of . . $33,000 I 10 prizes of . - $2,000
1 do . 12,000
1 do . 6.W50
1 do . 3,000
1 do . 2,200

Ac., Ac..

10 do . 600
10 do . 30"
10 do . 250
10 do . 20o

Ac., Ac.
Tickets $10.Halves $5.Quarters $2.60.

Certificates of packages of 22 wholes . . - $110.00
Dodo 22 halves - . . 56.00
Dodo 22 quarters . . 27.50

$70,000 ! 100 prizes of $1,000 !
KENTUCKY STATE L0TTKRY.

For the benefit of the town of Frankfort.
Class D, for 1*52.

To bo drawn at Covington, Kv..on Saturday, March 27,18.12
78 numbers.14 drawn ballots.

1IK1LI.1ANT SCHEME.
1 splendid prize of $7o 000
1 prize of - . 25,000
1 do . 15.000
1 do . » 6,13'*

do . . 2,300

12 prizes of . . $1,000
40 do - . 1,50(1
100 do - . l.ism
200 (lowest 3 No. prizes) 6«s

Ann kc, Ac.
Whole tickets $20.Halves $10.Quarters $5.Eighths $2.60,

Certificates of packages of 20 wholes . - $200 00
Do . do 20 halves - . IHO.00

Dodo 20 quarters . . fift.00
l>o do 20 eighths « . 32.60

9i~ Orders for tickets and shares and eertificafes of pack-
agoe In tho ubove splendid Lotteries will receive the nmsl
prompt attention, und mi official ao'ount of each drawing
sent Immediately after it it over to nlJ who order from m».

Address E. E. O'BRIEN, Agent.
(Successor to J. A C. MauryJfob 20. Alexandria. Va.

I)ROFEKSOR RILLIMAN'R Chemistry I
For »aie by A. tit* AY,felt 7 th it., opp. Odd Fellow*' llall.

AMERICAN TELEGRAPH.
[From tbo National Era.]

NINETTE.
'Tin sunset, come with me, Ninette,
My boat is on the bay;

Come sail an hour on yonder lake,
And list what I shall say."

I will not talk of love, Ninotte,
Thy face with frowns to fill;

Heart* never break ij they forget,
Ami those forget who will.

Tis folly all, the idle prato
Of singlbness iu lovo,

A moon struek poet's whim, Ninette,
A whim, as I can prove.

I loved theo onco, and long, and well,
Yet found thee still unkind;

Now thou may'st search all Switzerland,
A freer heart to find.

Seo yondor, from that cottago shado,
Behind tho roses white,

Looks forth fair Zurich's fairest maid,
To watch my bark to-night.

And Margarot hath a kindly cyo,
A gentle smile, I ween,

That speaks a heart of constancy,
Unselfish and seronc.

But thou art very palo, Ninette,
And as the night grows chill,

Thou tremblest.ah, I fear mo much
This sail will work thoo ill.

Thou wcopest.nh, Ninette, forgive'
'Twas but a cruel jest;

rTis all a falsehood, as I livo,
Of Margarot and tho rest.

I only wished thy heart to read,
Thou'lt not bo angry long;

Thou blushest, then, methinks; indoed,
I scarco have read it wrong.

Thy coldness pained mo, yet I deemod
Thou wert no more coquette;

Thou smileet, ah, the day is won.
Thy heart is mine, Ninette.

.[From the Friend of Youth.]
A MYSTERY EXPLAINED:

OR,
WHY THE " LITTLE MAN " SHOT THE DUCKS.

BY MARTHA RU88ELL.
" There was a little man, and he had a little gun,
And the bullets were mado of lead;

,He went down to the brook, and shot a little duck,
And shot it right through tho head.

He carried it home to his wife Jane,
And liade her a fire to make,

While he went back to tho brook sido,
And shot the lit'tlo black drake.''

"But what for, Aunt Martha? What he
shoot 'eni for? v shouts a little threc-ycars-old
shaver, every time the above distich from
Mbtlier Goose is repeated to him; and as nei¬
ther grundmother nor myself have been suf¬
ficiently familiar with the domestic history of
that sumo 11 little man5' to give a vwv satisfac¬
tory answer, the little follow has set him down

. as a very cruel personage; und even Lucy, who
has between two and three years more wisdom
nestling among her curls, looks quite grave,
and thinks one duck might havo sufficed to sat¬
isfy the hunger of the little man and his dame.

Feeling some compunctions of conscience for
setting before them tho example of such a

frourmnmf. I thought I would look into his his-
tory, to find, if possible, whether the inference
as to his cruelty and gluttony was correct, and
am happy to state that I find there has been a

very great misconception as to the motives of
those two famous shots.

u Mother Goose," like a great many other
historians, has only given us the bare statement
of the fact.the shell, as it were.while she
has left the kernel, the real motive that led the
old man "to do the deed,'" hidden in tho rubbish
of the past. I consider myself peculiarly for¬
tunate in being aide to clear up the character
of this much-calumniated "little man and I
think, my young friends, that when you hear
his story,you will find that two shots for a more
excellent or nraiseworthy purpose have not been
fired since Nimrod introduced the custom of
hunting, or old Tubal-Cain fashioned arms.

Somewhere about tho year 1600, John or

Jack Hiueldean was born in Somersetshire.
England, not far from the town of Taunton.
He was the son of a poor wood-cutter, whose
hut stood in the midst of one of those noble
forests which were the pride of the country.
Though hidden in this green nook, his parents

had not failed to hear of tho doctrines of the
Reformation and to embrace them, and little
Jack was carefully trained in the way be should
go. according ty the best of their knowledge.
He was always called little Jack, partly be-

cause he was rather undersized, but more lie-
cause tho height and breadth of his brawny*
armed brothers made him appear smaller than
he really was. But this was in one rospect a

blessing to him, for while his brothers, as soon
as they camo of age, were taken off to fight the
wars of tho king under their feudal lord, he
was left at home to assist his old parents, and
in due season to find a dear wife in little Joan
l*oderwood, tho foresters daughter.
And now, my young friends, 1 wish you to

turn to the history of England in tho year
1685. You will find that, during tho early part
of that year, those southern counties had been
the scene of war between King Jamos II and
the Duke of Monmouth, his nephew. The
beauty, grace, and winning manners .»f this un¬

fortunate son of Charles II made him tho idol
of the common people throughout tho country,
but especially in thoso districts where the peo-

Jile were chiefly Presbyterians, and oppose*! to
ting James because he was a Catholic, and tho
oppressor of their faith. Monmouth professed
to be a Protestant, and they flocked to his stand¬
ard by thousands, only to be defeated at the
terrible Iiattle of Sodgemoor.
The young Duke of Monmouth perished on

the scaffold by the axe of the executioner, and
those southern counties became the scene of
some of the most atrocious deeds that have ever
found a place in tho history of nations. The
prisons were crowded with tho unfortunate fol-
lowers of tho Duke ; and in the autumn of that
year commenced a series of courts, holdcn in
each county, and known to this day u.s the
'¦ Bloody Assizes."'
The presiding jmlge was a being (we do

not like to think of him as a man) who had
nothing human about him but bis form, and
that is said to havo been so hideous as to fill
the beholder with terror-^S r George Jeffries,
Chief Justice of tho Court of King's Bench, and
afterwards Lord Chancellor of England.
The unhappy prisoners, whose virtues and

enduranco excited the pity and admiration
I even of the [>arty opposed to them, and whose

greatest fault was attachment to one whom
they viewed as their lawful prince, were most
brutally insulted at their trials, which were but
a mockery of iustico, and condemned to death
with every indignity which the fiendish mind
of their inhuman judge could suggest.

Neither age nor sex escaped; and, uponsuch as he could not by any possible means
condemn to death for high treason, he imposed
punishments worse than death. Women, for
a few idle words, were condemned to be whip¬
ped through every market-town in tho county;
and ono young lad, for a few seditious words,
was sentenced to prison for seven years, aud to
be whipped through every market-town in the
county, once a year, during tho whole term ol
his imprisonment. This, it is said, amounted
to a whipping once a fortnight, and tho poor
boy begged to l>o hung rather than suffer all
this; but even this request was refused. Eight
hundred and forty prisonex-s were sent to the
West Indies, and sold as slaves for a term of
ten years; and even the little school girls of
Taunton, who, headed by their teacher, had
presented a banner to Monmouth, were seized
and thrown into prison, from whence their
broken-hearted parents were obliged to ransom
them by paying large sums to the Queen'*
maids of honor, who claimed this part of tin*
the spoil as theirs. Maids of dishonor we think
a lar more appropriate title for women who
could be guilty of such baseness.
The property of all these peoplo was confis¬

cated to the Crown, and hundreds of families
were turned out into the world to starve. It is
impossible for us to conceive of the suffering
occasioned by these barbarous proceedings,and the fear and hatred in which even the
name of Jeffries was held. The historian lias
related one incident which goes to show the
depth and strength of these feelings. Years
after the Judge was in his grave, and his name
and title extinct, his grand-daughter, w:hile on
a journey through tho scenes of his atrocities,
found that she could not travel in safety even

among the descendants of those who had wit¬
nessed tho Bloody Assizes.

But to return to Jack Hazeldean. He and
his dame were now aged, whito-haix-ed people.
They had lived in troublous times, and seen
three Kings beside the Lord Protector Crom¬
well laid down in the grave; their humble
cabin had once echoed to the mcrx-y voices of
children, and their simple hearts had swelled
with gratitude and parental pride, as they
looked on the ruddy faces and agile forms <4
their boys. But Death had entered tho cabin
as well as the palace, and they were all gone.
some in infancy, somo from tho battlo-fiold
and some from the dark, gloomy prison, to
which their adherence to the religious tenets ol
their fathors had consigned them ; and the old
peoplo stood alone, bowed and broken like the
aged trees of their native forest.
One night during the autumn of 1685 they

sat by the dying embers in their little hut,
with hearts very sorrowful and heavy.not
that the storm raged so wildly without, rivfrig
and twisting the tall trees around them in its
fury, and threatening destruction to their poor
shelter.that could only happen by the Provi-
d'-n-jn f God; and they were, too sincerely
pious to sorrow over afflictions or chastisements
that they could trace to His hand.neither wa>
it because the minions of the Chief Justice line
been there a day or two before, and complete!}
stripped them of everything they thought
worth taking away, leaving them out of theix
large flock of poultry only two d cks.two lit
tie half-grown things, which the Id dame had
hatched out in a basket covered with flannel
in the corner, from eggs which the Inothei
duck had left in the nest. Their goat and the r

poultry were their chiof dependence, and then-
was a long winter ahead.still they trusted
that He who took caro of tho conies and the
hares and the little birds in the wood about
them would not leave them to starve, if lie hail
yet farther work for them on earth. No; it
was not this that made them sad, but old Jack
had hobbled as far as Turner's-stile that morn¬
ing, and had heard from tho farmer's family
there the details of many bloody deeds commit¬
ted under tho name ofjustice. and their hearts
were filled with pity for the helpless women
and children that were wandering houseless
and homeless on a night like that.
Tho rush-light which cast its feeble glenm

over the apartment had well nigh burned out.
when they were startled by a noise as of some¬
thing falling against tho door, followed by a

deep groan. They sprang up, and stood lbr a
second gazing in each other's faces in silent
surprise.

.. It must !>e the limb of the big oak has been
blown down," said the old man. '. I've ex-

looted it every great storm wo have had for
this many a year."

" But there was a groan, gaffer, as true as
I'm a living woman,"' exclaimed dame Joan,
her little blue eyes dilating with terror, as sin-
thought of certain tal«s of witchcraft which
were prevalent in those regions.
"'Twos the wind, dame; it makes all sorts

of noises among the trees, and it soems, some¬

times, as if tho trees themselves talked in such
a storm and "

Again the noise was repeated, and gaffer Jack,
without finishing his sentence, limped to the
door, saying, "You are right. If my cars sarve

ine, that is the voice of somo human being in
distress."'
Ho withdrew tho bar, flung open the door,

and there fell over the threshold a woman,clasp¬
ing in her arms a child, which might have been
two or three years old. but whose hollow eyes,
sunken checks, loose, flabby skin, made it look
almost as old as dame Joan herself.
They dragged the poor sufferers to the fire.

Jack heaped on fresh fagots while tho old
daxne removed their dripping garments. They
were too poor to have in their house any re¬
storatives save such as wore culled from tho
fields and garden patch, but daino Joan was
well skilled in the virtues of these, and soon ft
cup of hot hyssop tea was prepared, and slie
succeeded in getting them to swallow a lew
drops. This and the warmth of tho fire re¬

vived them, and tho woman, pointing to the
child, which the old man held in his anus, mur¬

mured, faintly.
"Gue him food.lie is dying of hunger!
Some coarse food, but tho best (here was n

tho hotiso, was sot before them: the mother
ate greedily, but after a few mouthful® the
stomach of the little boy, weak from long last¬
ing, rejected it.

-Oh, if wo only had pome of Xannio the
the goat's milk, that the cruel soldiers drove oil
the other day, it would put the lift? into you at
once, my darlin.'" cried the old dame, taking
the poor little thing in hor arms, aud rocking it

on her withered bu*om.
u Oh, that wc had both died the day that

the Chief Justico murdered poor Diccon's fa¬
ther !" groaned the woman, bitterly.

" Nay, neighbor, nay," replied gaffer Jack

_ bettor^ praiuo God lor his long-suffering pa-
tienco in permitting us to livo. Have we re¬
ceived good at his baud, unci shall we not also
receive evil!"

,

^ '10 woman groaned.her husband's execu¬
tion and her consequent suffering had well nigh
driven her mad, and sho wai in no condition
to acquiesce in the luunhlo resignation of the
patriarch Job; her grief was too recent, too
terrible.

At lost, the poor creatures slept a troubled
S.;i *i

iu tho bed of the old people,
i e they Btratched themselves on a handful

1'lco l t<r" H*i lur<! l*'° 'Ir(3- ^ut there was little
I v < r 1C?i' . 7 knew perfectly well, that,
iirin

T .^l)()r to that miserable wo¬
man and her child, they bad forfeited their
own lives for the vindictive cruelty of KingJames and Judge Jeffries had pronounced it a
crime worthy of death to show the leant kind-
ness towards the followers of Monmouth and
the terrible death of the kind-hearted Ladf
Alice Lisle, for sheltering two of the hunted
fugitives, had but a few days before filled the
whole country with horror. Bat it was not
this that drove slumber from tho eyes of old
Jack and Joan. If their bodies were little and
old and decropid, they still served to enclose
good, stout, Puritan hearts, that pleased God
i athor than man, even though that man was
the king of tho realm; but those same hearts,
so stout and bravo in the cause of the right,
were not proof against the feeble moans of
that poor child, nor the smothered sobs of the
mother, whoso very sleep seemed haunted with
fear; arid more than once the old man got up
to kindle the waning fire, and the old dome to
tuck in the blankets around tho pallet of the
sleepers, or to give the moaning little one some
drink.

It I only had a porringer or two of that
broth I used to make for our little Hugh, when
he was puling with the measles. I'd set them
both on their feet in a week,'' said dame .Joan,
as thoy stood gazing on their sleeping guests
in tho dim morning twilight. '. But Heaven
help us," she added, with a si^h. '. They have
left us neither hoof nor claw.''

'.There are the two ducks, dame," replied
the old man.

For a moment or so the dame did not an¬

swer, but stood fumbling at the strings of her
mob-cap. It is said that tho most generous
person is covetous of something: and if there
was any worldly gear on which tho good damo
held a tight grip, it was her poultry.and these
ducks had a special claim on her heart. But
for her care, they would have died in the shell;
and we know not exactly how a feathered
mother feels, but we lire certain that their own
mother could not have loved these two little
broad-billed bipeds better than dame Joan.
Don't blame her too severely for her hesifat'on,
hildren. for her charity soon got the better of

this feebng, and she herself took down her
husband s gun from the smoke-blackened
hooks above the hearth, and placed it in bis
hands, saving as she did so.

" Better shoot little Brown-back first; and
Jack, my man, take good aim, and don't mur¬
der the poor crittur."

1 bo old nin.i went out. and she busied her¬
self in preparations to t,he comfort of her
guests. Presently the jfi-ort of tho old man's
gun awoke them. and the mother started no

I with a fearful scream, ai d caught little D ccon
to her breast. She thought the soM.crs were
after her, and the old dame had just succeeded
in quieting her fears and helping them to dress,
when Jack came in with the little Brown-back.
I) ime Joan took it in her hands, smoothed the
rtifiied feathers, shifted it fr> in ono hand to
the other, to ascertain its weight.glanced from
the emanated. hungry-look.ng faces of the
mother and child to its" diminutive little bodv
and then said with a s gh.

It will scarcely make a mouthful apoice.
Jack, honey, run hack to the brook and shoot
the drake. I he poor souls shall have one meal,
and wo will trust to Providence for the re>t."

I he old man hobbled off.he d d not run. as
the good dame had told him. and he was certain¬
ly very excusable in not doing so, see ng that tho
rheumatism had sorely racked his old joints ;
but ho hobbled off with great alacrity, and
soon laid the drake in tl.e corner by the sido
of his mate.
We will not dw;ell upon that meal, children

we will leave it for you to fancy how welcome
it was to the starved mother and little D ccon,
and with what dcl'ght the old couple watched
the returning strength of their guests.how-
garrulous dame Joan grew, over the sovereign
virtues of her broth, and how dearly they
loved the 1 ttle boy. and pointed out to each
other resemblances between him and their lit¬
tle Hugh. who had been dead more than half
a century.

Neither did their kindness bring them into
trouble. In a few days the Chief Justice re¬
turned to Loudon; and when it hecamo whis¬
pered among the country people that Elder
Hicke s widow and little liny had found refuge
with "Jack of the wood, as the old man was

frequently called, many a bag of meal and
quarter of mutton found its way to their cabin,
and their few remaining days were brightened
and smoothed by tho constant love and care of
Ksther Hicksand little 1) con; and some coun¬

try rhymester, little thinking of the immortal ty
which bo was conferring upon them, celebra¬
ted the death of those little ducks in ^rse, only
ono stanza of which has been transmitted to

posterity, by that venerable compiler. MotI.er
Goose.

Ic*> Dam* In thf Siuqndmnnii,
The Ilnrrisburg " I'nion" of Wednesday says :

"The Susquehanna rivrr, nt the present time,
presents a most singular &p°cuele. Twice, dur¬
ing the winter, it has been fmjen ever along its
whole length. In January there was a small
freshet that ^tr.rieil out the ice, but before it
reached the open buy it dammed up at the mouth
of the river nt Ilnvre de Grace to the height of
some ten or twelve feet, and has rem.iincd so
ever since. The Baltimore nnd Susquehanna
i! liiraei Company laid a Irnck across this dam
that has been used for passing nvtr freight cars
ever since. Baring the continuance of this freshet
a dam l .rme 1 n short distance below Columbia,
that has remained firm ever since. During the.
hitter part of January severe weather caiuo on,
an 1 the river was again frozen over. Last week
another freshet came, which broke up the ice
pretty generally, but the dams at Havre de Urneo
and Columbia still renin n, with all the accumu¬
lations of ice thnt have gone down during tho last
week. New dams have also farmed at Northum¬
berland, Danville, md WilkoslmrTe, on the Nor'h
branch, and at viilton and Lock Haven, on the
West branch. Below Columbia the ice is piled
up in many place from forty to fifty feet, and nt
Northumberland it id so gorged, that thtra is
great danger that the bridge may suffer Wben
the ice-dam i3 swept out."

1 irst know what is to be done.then do it.


