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took the paper u
“ Maria Jane,” sai 3 I, (L allude to Mrs, Meek,
“you are now u public ‘clmracter.” We re
the review of our child several times, withi feel-
ings of the strongest emotion; snd 1 sent the
boy who eloans. the boots and shoes to the office
for fifteen copies. No reduction was made on
taking that quantity,

It is searcely necessary for me to say that our
child had been expected. In fact, it had been
expected, with comparative confidence, for
gome months. Mrs. Juk ’s mother, who resides
with ws—of the nume 'of Bigby—had made
every preparation for its admission to our cirele.

I hope and believe I am o quiet man. I will
go further—I know I-am a quiet man. My

constitution is tremulous, ‘my voice was never
loud; and, in point of stature; I have been from
infancy small. 1 have the greatest reépect. for
Maria Jane's mamma. 8he is a most remark-
able woman, 1 honor Maria Jane's mamma.
In my opinion she would storm & town, single-
handed, with a hearth-broom, and carry it. I
have never known her to_ y:ald any point what-
ever to mortal man.  She is caleulated to ter-
rify the stoutest heart.
till—but 1 will not anticipate.
The first inhmahou I had of any prepara-

|| tions being in progress, on the part of Maria

June's mamma, was one afternoon; several
ago. I came home earlier than usual

“| from the office, and, progeeding into the dining-

room, found an obstrugtion behind the door,
which prevented it from opening freely. It was
On looking in

The female in question stood in the cormer
behind the door, consuming sherry wine. From
the nutty smell of that beverage pervading the
apartment, T had no doubt she was consuming
o second glassful. She-were & black bonnet of
large dimensions, and was copious in figure.
The: expression of her countenanceé was severe
and discontented. The words to which she
gaye utterance on seeing me were these; “Oh,
git along with you, sir, if you please; me and
Mrs. Bigby don't want no male parties here!”

That female was Mrs. Prodgit,

I iminediately withdrew, of course. I was
rather hurt, but T made no remark. Whether
it was that I showed n lowness of spirita after
that I'seemed
.m inf T caunot say. But Mlﬁn Jane’s
mamma said to me, on her rétiring for the
night, in u low, distinct voice, and withha ok
of reproach that completely subdued me,
“George Meek, Mrs. Prodgit is your wife's
nurse !”

I bear no ill-will toward Mrs. Prodgit. Is it
likely that I, writing this with tears in my eyes,
ghould be capable of ‘deliberate animosity to-
ward o female, so essential to the welfare of
Mario Jane? I am willing to admit that Fate
may have been to blame, and not Mra. Prodgit;
but, it is undeniably true, that the latter fe-
male brought desolation and devastation into
my lowly dwelling.

We were happy after her first appearance ;
Wwe were sometimes exceedingly so. But, when-
ever the parlor door was opened, and * Mrs.
Prodgit!” announced (and she was very often
announced,} misery ensued. I could not bear
Mrs. Prodgit’s look, I felt that I was far from
wanted, and had no business to exist in Mrs,
Pmdg'lt's presence. - Between Muaria Jane's
mamma and Mrs. Prodgit there was a dread-
ful, seeret understanding—a dark mystery and
compincy, pointing me out as a being to be

shunned. I appeared to have done something
that was evil, Whenever Mrs. Prodgit called,
after dinner; I retired to my dressing-room—
where- the temperature is very low, indeed, in
the, wi time of the year—and sat looking
at my frosty breath asit rose before me, and at
my rack of boots: a serviceable article of fur-
nitare, but never, in my opinion, an exhilara-
ting object. The length of the councils that
were held with Mrs, Prodgit, under these ecir-
camstances, I will not attempt to describe. I
will merely remark, that Mrs, Prodgit always
consumed sherry wine wl&illn the- deubeuz;ma
were in progress; that they always ended in
Maria Jane’s being in wretched spirits on the
gofa; and that Maria Jane's mamma always re-
ceived me, when 1 was recalled, with a look of
desolate triumph that too plainly said, * Now,
George Meek! You gee my child, Maria Jaue,
a ruin, and I hope you are satisfied [

1 pass, generally, over the d that inter-
vened between the day when
tered her protest against p:rﬂnn, and the
éver-memorable midnight when T brought her
to my unobtrusive home in a cab, with an ex-
tremely large box on the roof, and bundle, n
bandbox, and n busket, between the driver's
legs. I have no objection to Mrs. Prodgit,
(nided and abetted by Mrs. Bighy, who I never
can forget is the parent of Maria Jane,) taking
entire possession of my unassuming establish-
ment. In the recesses of my own hreast, the
thonght may linger that a man in pogsession
cannot be so dreadful as a woman, and that
woman Mrs. Prodgit: but, I ought to hear a
good deal, and I hope I can, and Huffing
and sinbbing, prey upon my feelings; but 1
can bear them without complaint, They may

- [tell in the long run;'Tmay be hustled about,

from post. to pillar, l}eyunrl my strength ; nev-
eértheless, I wish to avoid giving rise to words
in the family.

) [Comeluded in onr next.]

© Berenrreic Paors.—A remarkable instance
of the divisibility of matter is séen in the dye-
ing of silk with cochineal ; o drachm of which
gives an intense eolor to & pound of silk, eon-

| taining eight score threads to the ounce, ench
&, | thread seventy yards long, and the whole reach-

ing about one hundred and four miles.
The addition of s small quantity of rosin to

any | lamp oils greatly increases their illuminating

power, and renders them less liable to coagu-
late,
A taitiyay teain, going at the rate of seventy-

0. | five miles per hotir, has velocity one-fourth

that of a cannon- hnll and the momentum of
stch n moving mass, at such o speed, is equiv-
slent to the aggregite force of a number of
cagnon-bulls equal ta one-fourth of ita own
wdghk-ﬁgﬂppktrm 8 Mechanica’ Mugazine,

e ——————
Exvorr or y Srrcte.—The amount of specio
shi from New York duripg the last woek |
120,160,

HAU!IINERY AND 'LABOR,
We often heéar the complaint made, ¢ 'ma-

chinery is making the rich righer and the poor
worer-—itia destroying the labor of the | ul:::a:'

have the same r ks

) A Riag Jor Snfania, qugnt.ly, and by men who otherwise h.eld cnr-

My nume is Meek. I um, in fact, Mr Meek. mt. ‘opinions upon almost every subject, - The
That son is mine and Mrs. Meek's. When 1, m'],’ le ]mmez,_.h apinions is
gaw the snnummmhj._hn Times, 1 droppnd to the little | they have given to
the; paper. 1 had put it in myself, wdthuuwm. We hold the opinion, that every
?;dit. but it 1 89, noble that il overpow- | new and nun!'ul maching, oﬁwmud and im-
As 80on a8 I could compose my feelings, I B—.ﬁe pp?r a8 w “zlébqneﬁtnponall il

to Mrs. Meek's de.

-Bevere bodily toil; day By day, as n work of
mmuiz: coveted by no man. ‘¢ In the sweat | bin
of  thy: phalt thow ent thy bread,” was the
woe pronounced for transgression, and ever
since that moment severe foil, for a bare sus-
tenance, his been desired by no man.” Eve
sensible man endenvors to do' his work'
the least éxpense of toil ;. and foolish must that
man be who does: not. look’ upon the saving of
glavish toil in the light of a: blessing. It is
mdud true that the first effect of a new ma~
ching is to throw some muscular labor out of
the market, but this is no more than addin
the number of Inborers;  but wicked must
man certainly be who mhes for war and tnma
to depopulate the world, in order that there
might be more labor at the common trades for
those who escape the bullet and the sword.

The laboring man sees n machine doing the
same work he might have done, and it may ex-
tort an impiecation from his lips, but, in doing
80, he forgets that the machine is working for
him as well pa for it owner, If sll machines
were in a moment to be banished from the earth,
in what condition would the human family be
placed? In the condition of the Australian
savage; and yetthose men who would proseribe | ta
one machine cannot be consistent without pro-
scribing all.  This brings down the whole mat-
ter to its radical. Every person who reflects
calmly upon the gubject, will come to a right
conclusion.

But we believe that machinery does not throw
people out of employment and make them beg-
gars, (the most common argument against it.:
Noy it only destroys the least mental of’
employments, and coerces man to. seek more:
elevated and dignified pursuits, When rude
trades are superseded by machinery, others,
which are lesa Iaborious and more profitable,
spring up, ‘phoenix-like, from the very ashes of
the annihilated trades. The fields of labor have
begcome more extensive with every improvement
in machinery. How many new callings have
been created by railrpads, telegraphs, &c., and
all for the general good. The Inﬁ)or saved by
machinery is saved to all men, and the mechan-
ical gkill of & nation is & very good test of its
civilisation. el g

Muhmery iend of the poor. It has
made thos e things common W mwera once
the Tuxuries of the rich. The duy is past when
fine linen or purple was the badge of 4 Dives;
or when Queen Elizabeth could. consider a pair
of stockings a royal gift. The poor type-setter,
who once strained his eyes beside a dipped can-
dle, now composes under the blaze of gns. The
Eoor man’s locomotion is eheapened, and thus
he gains & month in every year.

Improvements in machinery enable the hum-
blest operative to read his cheap newspaper and
book—a blessing denied him not many years
ago. The use of coal alone, as connected with

ery, has given employment to hundreds
of thomnds. The luxury of manufactures en-
genders new wants, which eause new demands,
and repay new labors, Can it be preunded
that human power is driven out of the market ?
If one hand ean be made to do the work of ten,
the nine are left free to add to the same sort of
work or to turn to something else, or to rest, or
to read. Baving of labor is increase of leisure.
Here is a chance for the working man, helped
by machinery, to bestow on intellectual advance-
ment hours which he never could redeem be-
fore.—N. Y. Scientific American.

DAHOMEY, IN AFRICA.

The various particulars of statistical and
other information relative to Dahomaey, acquired
by Lieutenant Forbes during his first mission,
says the Athenaeum, may be thus thrown to-
gother. The country is about 180 miles in ex-
tent, from ‘east to west, and about 200 miles
from the sea-coast to its inland fronticr, the
Kong mountnins. This large country, though
rich in all_kinds of natural resources, is very
thinly peo, pled, owing to the devastating war
and slave hunts, of which it has been the scene
for more thun a century. The whole population
does not exceed, it is supposed, 200,000 per-
sons of both sexes, of whom only 20,000 are
free. The capital, Abomey, numbers about
80,000 inhabitants. The Dahoman army con-
sists of 12,000 regular troops, of whom about
5,000 are Amazons or fighting negresses—such
armies of Amazons having been one of the
institutions of Dahomey ever since the reign of
Ada Hoonzoo, the grandfather of Gezo, {1774,
1789,) one of whose “happy” conceptions it
wos to make his female subjects serve him as
soldiers as well as the males. On occasions of
emergency, however, the King of Dahomey can
bring 50,000 soldiers of both sexeg, or a fourth
part of his sulijects, in the field; the women
being as efficient as the men, and much better.

The sole occupation of the nation, with the
exception of a little agriculture, which is well
conduoted, and a few manufacturing processes
enrried on at Abomey, is war or slave-hanting.
Every year the nation is levied en masse—a foray
is led agninst some adjacent tribe or nation jn the
interior or near the const, villages are destroyed,
and the aged and young murdered; and thou-
sands of prisoners are deagged into the Dahoman
territory, to be either sacrificed to the Fetish
godx, or driven down to Whydah, where resident
slave merchants purchase them from the Daho-
man king, and sell them again to Portuguese
and Brazilian traders, who are on the watch to
run them through the line of the British cruisers
and  peroga the Atlantic, These slave-hunts
ugnally take place in November and December.
Their proceeds form the sole revenue of' 'the
Dahoman king ; who, besides supplying his sol-
diers with rations, rewirds them by an annual
lnrgess of ram, cloth, cowry-shells, &e., during
the period of the “Qustoms.” His ministers
|and higher officers are similarly paid. The
king is nbsolute, and decapitntes his suhjects at
pleasure—his prime mimster being also his
executioner; still there are certain traditions
and rules which bind them. At the annual
“ (Customs,” Dahoman opinion makes itself
heard; and the topics of State are freely
handled in & noisy palaver, in which the Ama-
zons take o leading part.
the soene of the next slave-hunt is diseussed
and secretly determined. The Fetich-peaple, or
priests, exercise a good deal of influence all the
year ronnd.

i ——
e The Legislature of Virginia adjourned
| #ine di¢ some Wme in the night of Monday last.

THE HUNGARIAN muam
It is stated, in a London pa

arg among them medical men 10 mn Ml
and seience; fem'lmry surgeons, whose knnw-
- | ledge of horgé-flesh cannot be surpasséd, seein

that they are Hungarians ; literary men; wurk—
ers in brass and iron; one who was lupu-ll
tendent of gus-works in Pesth Buda; artists
who wield a facile peneil ; hme and decorative

-hl.u : farmers, whose
K::;rlodge of tl mﬂhr ngricult of their
ew'n country: my turned to ‘account in

gland, at this momentous crisis, for the: cul-

ﬁuﬁnnrmm There is likewise o book~
and @ eiyil mm of great ability ;.

and one and all, they are admirable penmen.
Indeed, the art of eali phy, ns pruﬂud by
the grute‘r ‘mumber of them, is
its benuty. It should never be ﬁwgom thst
it is to the refugees, after the repeal of the
edict of Nantes, that owes her present
manufacturing prosperity. They it was who
introduced the arts of life among the people of
this country, and thereby became our ben-
efactors.  To this it may be added, that one
to | and all wsymwmtxﬂm to act as
interpreters—some of German and
Polish as well as in Magyar.

ProcrESsING Badkwann,—Corporal punish-
ment is again introduced as & legal penalty in

Mecklenburg, in Germany. It wes abolished
in January, 1849, aeco to the article of
tho German Grundrecht. decree of the 4th

which re-establishes it, states that tht
sbolithn of corporal punishinent, withiout ex.
ception, has beew proved by experience: to be
impracticable. According to the new ngnh—
tmn, egnanners in confinement, and

for trial by the judges or the pvhca,

““must” be ﬂogged for the maintenance of
cipline; youths, hardened offenders, bbnda
and wood stealers, ““may” be puni in tiu
same manner.

Owp Emusuu —A cemtu.ry 8go, or a little
Inter, says the Boston Post, the epigram was
the favorite vehicle of wit and saroasm. The
man who made & good epigram was the most
dangerous of ndversanea, and he who had the
bad luck to be the subject of one was as thor-
oughly victimized as the ** hero” of the Dunciad,
or the commo . The prevalence of this
kind of writing brought out some very excel-
lent hits, but the larger number now extant are
chieﬂy remarkable for their conrseness and ma-

gmt?' The following epigram on Lord Ches-
terfield was reckoned a very pretty thing in its
time. It was published in the London Morning
Chronicle, in 1780 :
% Vile Btanhope, ﬁimm blush to tell,)
places,

In twice three hundred
Taught his own son the road to —,
Escorted by the

by Graces.
Yet, little the y
mﬂ:wmd about *em,
He smeuk’'d to — without "em.

The following, *“ on a gentleman who, out of
spite to his neighbors, cut down some shade
trees,” was at least well deserved :

“1' dul t b h kind bestows

Lambs wm‘:u&vq Ind% steer from rocks:

The rogue o we us his fate
And bears  like antipathy to troes!” ;

IxTERESTING Sc:w;.—_—-{)n Mondsy afternoon
ﬁ.ﬂy-t’ltfo panmm' nt:itoﬁ themuluu, on confes-
sion of faith, to the
church, (Rev. George Cmnpmm
sérvices were Solemn and impressive, and were

T, ala.imd by the Rev.

conducted hy the
he eonmnnjmh consisted

C. Wadsworth.
of all ages, of both semen, from yquth to gray-
haired age. Mr. Chandler has I&l
faithfully among this people nearly forty years,
and during his ministry hus attended 4,000 fu-
nerals, and married near 2,700 ooupls. We
hope he may long continue to labor and to do
good.—Philadelphia Bulletin.

TAR Axp Fuarssre.—The use of tar and
feathers in the punishment of crime is one of
great antiquity. Richard L., in his voyage to
the Holy Land, ordasined thus: ‘“If any one is
convicted of theft, let his head be shaved, like
Champion’s ; let melted pitch be poured upon
it, and feathers shaken over it, that he may be
known; and let him be put ashore st the first
land to which the ship approaches.”

Mgecnanics 18 Cosgmess.—It is eaid that
nearly one-half of the members of the last Con-
gress were onoe journeymen mechanics. This
shows what perseverance can accomplish. These
men have become great, not so much from the
facilities for a common know , Which our
systems of education afford, as from a self-re-
liance which a sense of mdepmdence confers.
It has been truly said, that the moment you
make a man politioally equal with his fellow,
you give him a consciousness that he is so in
all respects.— Charleston News.

Fixiva Himseir.—Mayor Kingsland has been

At these ¢ Customs! |*

1

fining the merchants of New York city for ob-
structing the sidewnlks with their hoxes, bales,
and barrels of goods. Some of the sufferers
retaliated by keeping watch over the
wholesale establishment of the Mayor, who is
himself a merchant. The other day they caught
the Mayor's employees napping, entered com-
plaint before his honor, obliged him to fine
h;mse]! three hundred dollars, -

Usitep Svares Navy.—The Navy of the
United States at present consists of 75 vessels,
carrying two thousand and eleven guns. These
comprise twelve ships of the line, fourteen
frigates, twenty-one sloops of war, four brigs,
five stenm frigates, and ten steamships, of which
three aro first-class.
el o A
Tawe Darkest Houn o¥ ALL.—An old ¢ Rev-
olutioner,” who had been through all the hardest
fights of the war of 76, once said that the dark-
est and most solemn hour of all to him, was
that occupied in going home one dark might,
from the widow Bean's, after being told by her
daughter Sally that there was no earthly use in
his coming blu:k nny mare.

e yp— —Whatever is the high-
o8t and holiest is tinged with melancholy. The
eye of genius has always a plaintive e:pnﬂitm.
and its natural @ is pathos. rophm
is sadder tham other men; and l{o who was
groater thin all prophots was “a wan of sor-
row and acquainted with grief.”

Ax Ammmicax Comiosiry, ~One of the re-
markable euriosities which will be exhibited at
the World's Fair is the New York Courier and
Eviquirer, printed on n double sheet. The di-
mensions of this mammoth sheet are five feet
gix inohes by nine feet four inches, and its
weight is o littlo over half » pvgndl :




