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THE KING CORN GROWER.

DR. WOLFE, OF CINCINNATI, AND HIS
WONDERFUL GOLDEN EAR,

He Made Jerry Rusk, Secretary of Agri-
enlture, Acknowledge His Sovereignty.

The Doctor's Experi ts on His Mam-
moth Western Hanch.
[Special Carrespondence. |

WasmngToN, April 24.—One day last
week a short, robust old man, who wore
a slouch hat and earried a large grip sack
| in his hand, called &t the department of
| agriculture and sent bis card to Secretary
| Rusk, He was shown in.

“You are Jerry Rusk™ he asked, put-
ting down his grip sack.

“Yee; and you®”

“I am the King Corn Grower of
) Amem.“

SECRETARY RUSK BEATEN,

“Glad to meet you, Mr. King Comn
Grower. Have som some specimens of
your skill with you? If so, trot "emout.”

The visitor opened his big carpet bag
and took out an nstonishing number of
little tin boxes, like s prestidigateur pro-
ducing flowers from the inner recess
a &ilk hat. He removed the sliding lids
of these boxes, of which there were thirty,
and spread themn out on the secretary’s
desk. There were thirty small masses of
corn, & chromntic scale in maize, DBox
No. 1 was full of kernels almost a8 white
as periwinkles, while box No, %) was as
blauck darkne: All tints and

te
shades known to the chemist were to ba
found in this product of a corn field lab-
aratory.

“And here are some of the emblems of
my royalty,” said the visitor, diving
deep down into his carpet suck and bring-
ing forth two or three long yellow
wands, set with rows of golden drops=,

“You think that a kingly eur of corn,
do yout” exclaimed the secrotary of agri-
culture. **You think it can't be beat?
Well, wait hera ona minute and 1°1] takes
the conceit out of you,”

Uncle Jerry touched his electric bell
button, and in a couple of minutes he
held in Lis hand a long ear of corn

“Now, siza up here with me,”
claimed, merrily; “now we'll see if vou
gre the King Corn Grower of America,
Measure up, ngw!"

But and behold! the ear of yellow
corn which for many months had besn
the pride of the department of agricul-
ture was shorter by an inch or more than
the ear which the visitor held aloft in
triumph.

1 ackoowledge the corn,” said the
secretary; “you are king; but now give
us an account of vourself.”

The visitor needed no second invitation.

“My nume is Wolfe—Dr, N, B. Waolfa
—of 1 practiced
medicine for thirtv-five vears. Now 1
have retired and become a farmer.”

“Being a millionyire, you can afford
to till the soil,” interjoct d the secret: iy,

“Yes, and lot me tell you what I have

as

ha rx-

I

Cinvinpati,” said be,

done with the soil.  Leu me talk corn to
you., Some vears ago | parchased four
sections of land, 2,560 neres, in Reno
county, Kansas. intending to have a cat-

tie range. Mr. Secretary, You nover saw
a prettier piees of land. A stream runs
through it, and it besas a great basin,
from the rim of which every other spot
of its surfoce can be seen. In May, 1858

I gave orders to have one of the sections |

put under plow. Todo this, the season
being late, thirty breakers were set to
work turning over the thick turf. Cur

furrows were s mile long.  How long do
wou think it took us to break and plant a
squars mileof ground? Just twentv-two
days., In the history of farming in Kan-
sas never has o much e in a0
short & time, Forty men and 125 horses
did the work. Of couarse that vear's
crop of *sod’ corn didn 't smount to much.
It wis not expected to.

**Last spring we bezn

n preparations {

raising a real crop of corn. I bhad some
ideas of my own about corn planting,
and [ p.u them into eperation.  The soil

h n touchs] for o, bt now
we put the listars an, piownsg out far
rows ten inches des p \\uu a two inch
subsoiler following to pulverice a soft

¢ andd oury the &

bed 1in which to pl
n, our furrows were s mile |

M.

by the time the three or foar h
sached toeach nlow had dragged a
or sixtesn fimes aoross the feld 1
o tired enough to quit fo
¢ and planting were do the
same time.  When wi inished our
u-inlnkfi like u laskeona day.
T WAS A EUOc , ridges
three feet R i cresty

WS Whloh

n g afoot abova

ran between t B the bottoms: of

thesa furrows t grew, and when

" four or five
a farrows wara

harrowed uf[ and the ¢
od fell into the furrows and covered the
plant completely. The surface j-f the
field was now pe:'f:-\-“-- tevel agun,

no corn conld be see In a short t
the bright green blodes reappeared, an 1

when they had grown up Bx or eight
inches the cultivators were set to work
shoveling the earth toward the plant
Twice aiterward the cultivators seant
throurh the field, and when ths corn was
| up 15 or I8 inches, and again when it
| was about 80 inches. Then thecrop was

1T 10 make jtanlf ™

‘And how did the crop dor asked
secretaoy of agriculture, Bow thor
interestad,

“How did 1t do? Just wait ¢l you
hear the fizures. Every grain of sed
sesmed to have fructitied. Every stalk
bore & good ear, many two ears. Wi
we came to harvest we found a gr
| deal of corn. It seemed as if the heaps

never would stop prowing in my cribs,
It was a perfect monntain of corn. Why.
frons the 500 acres devoted to LhiS crop
83,500 bushels of first clas eom were

fled. measured and waighed.

| gathered,

" | From 140 acres of cats, the rersainder o

the section, the vield was 5800 bushels,
giving us & total of 44,000 bushels of
grain—the largest crop ever gathered
from one section of land in A merica,

“Just think what a quantity of grain
that is, Mr, Secretary,” contimued Dr,
Wolfe, with the genuoine enthasiasm of
a farmer, a statistician and an economist
combined in oue. *‘It would load nearly
& thousand wagons and would §li three
freight trains, each composed of htirty-
five cara, It is a greater quantity of
grain than was imported by the United
States in the last fiscal vear, Whas
would the farmers of Germany, of Hol-
land or England think of a crop like thas?
And this must the mmore amaze us when
we reflect that my farm is right in the
midst of what was once known as the
“Great American” desert—the region of
which the authontative Humboldt,
whosa word no one ever dared dispute,
wrote ‘it is as sterile as Sahara "

“] have been outin thut country,” said
Becretary Rusk, “‘and [ saw no desert
thers, Do you think it ever wasa des-
ert?”

“Idonot. While it is true that vege-
table life has mever munifeste] itself
luxuriantly in this region, and that i
was apparently barren, 1 have my own
theory as to the canses. The land was
always rich, was always waiting to be
tickled with the plow and smiledp return
with a bountiful crop, but it was for an
unknown period of time the runway
for millions of buffalo which traveled
north every spring and south every fall.
The boofs of the buffalo destroyed the
| grass roots, and gave o geography that
| immense fiction, ‘The Great American
| Desert,” Tn 1870 the herds of buffalo be-

came sensibly reduced in number, and in
the fall of 1574 the bison *disappeared
irom the plains of Kansas, never more to
return.
ance the grass began to grow on the
hitherto dusty plains, and now it carpeta
the eurth richly with green. Some say
the buifalo enriched the soil and made it |
possible for the grass to grow, but I do
not believe the fertility of the earth de-
pends an top dressing. By planting the
seed deep in the ground the germ reaches
the u'lt'-\llfj.t'il_" of the earth, and from
this relation is nourished into life anmd
stimnolated into development, My crop
of corn, twice or three times as great as
that harvested by my neighbors, who
plant in the pld way, near the surface,
attests the corréctuess of this theory, I
did not make any money on my crop—
no one can make money raising coru st
!’Ir!‘bl'ut prl(,‘!:‘:-vflﬂll [ hu!'(':r'..’d'hi in ac-
complishing whuat 1 started out to do,
and that was to give the American
furmer an object lesson in the value of
going below the surface of the ground
with seed which is to make his crops.”
Y guess we shall bave to confirm vour
title ns the King Corn Grower of Amer-
icn,” said Seeretary Rusk.

“Thanks for that. 1 confess | am an
enthusiast on the subject of corn. All
my life, though engaged in the
of medicine, | huve kept closs watch of
the sgricultural interests of cur country,
Sce how corn has entered into our
tionnl life, It is the one distinotively
American product of the farm. Itis a
plant of American origin. In the uni-
versality of its uses, and its intrinsic im-
portance to mankind, no otber grain can
be compared with it. Readily adapting
itself to every vuriety of climate and soil,
it i3 grown from the warmest regions of
the torrid zone tothe land of short sum-
mers in porthern Canada.  The first
settlers learned from the Indians how to
grow it, and a distinguished historian
once told me the first lureeny commitesd
in America was when a party of Puritans
gtule the horde of corn from an Indian
village in Massachusetts, The James
river settlers, tuught the art of corn rais-
ing by the Indians, had thirty acres un-
der cultivation within three yenrs after
their arrival. It is a curicus circuam-
stance that the James river Indisns and
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ants Lhan any other article  Mr. Marting
of the New York Preduce Exchange,
whom T met only this merning at t
tald me com was never so popalar
e s 1t i tOCar Th# demand
T thers w0 gTYAL LG L
port is limitad 1:11_\' OF the Tesss
available, Yst it is with'n my rec
tion and yours, My, Secrelary, when the
exports wers a mere 1nfle. | remember
reading ss late as 17 a0 cfficial report
| which stated 1n effect that the valoe of
Indian corn had bewn beightened
recent introduction of it iuto Great Brit-
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| will repay first

réw chips could hoid all the corn Thas
was exported from our shores. Now
whola fleets sail with their holds full of
the yellow grain and coms back for mare.
Corn bas literally conquered the earth,
and yet we of the prairies burn it in our
stoves.”

“Why?" »

“Thera is too much corn. Much as |
love this royal grain, my eyes are not
blinded. Corn is king, but we do not
need to make ita tyrant, We must de-
throne it. Thirty years ago the good
people of a section of cur country thought
cotton was king, that it ruled the land.
One day a ‘mudsill’ rose in his place in
congress, armed with official documents,
and made the astounding statement that
the bay erop of the country quite doubled
the value of the crop of cotton. This

| hitherto undiscovered fact disturbed the

stability of the Union. [t recast thecon-
stitution, fread slavea, made a new na-
tionn. We do not want kines on our
farms. Kings are un-American,. Wea
must dethrone corn, nnd m his place
wi a republic of diversitied crops
‘We need more wheat, oats, rye, barley,
sorghum, beams, peas, beets, goobers,
hemp and tobacco. Our bins and barns
are literally bursting with corn, for
which there is no murket at a price that
Corn absorbs too
much of our energies, exacts too much

cost,

| of his subjects,™

Coincident with his disappear- |

And when the shades of evening fell,
anid the typewriter girls, and the seed
girls, and the clerks and every one was
gone, there sat short Dr. Wolfe and tall
Becretary Rusk, still talking comn.

WaLTer WELLMAN,

A NEW SWINDLE.

How Certalu New Yorkers Have Been
“Done Up" of Late.
[Epecial Corregpoddance. ]
New Yorg, April 24.—The ingenuity
of the New York sharper ia proverh ni
but the latest swindling achema that has

Ilbv-e-m developed really soars into the

| times they have leen
| known, for the

praciice |
| her every faw steps and

na- |

realms of high art. It is being worked
by a very clever couple—a medium sized,
rathier pice looking man, and s delicate,
modest appearing woman., How many
successful is not
police have not, as yet,
begen informed of their
only heard of it by aceid:

While at lunch with some friends one
day this week an old friend of mine
joined the party. For the better appre-
ciation of the story, I may be permitted
to remark that hie is a solid and prosper-
ous looking citizen of benevolent appear-
ance,

*When I was coming from my house
to the elevated station,” be began, with
the air of & man who has a story to tell,
“there came round tho corner, just i
front of we, a pretty, modest looking lit
tie woman trying to lead a very drunken

nt.

man. The felow was well dressed and
not bad looking, bot he was horribly
drunk. He woulil lureh over sgainst

rly knocked

| her over several times wongh it all
he wit ',;\n-xl natured, even drunkenly
(.II\“ Monnai

‘As | passed them be lurched against

m# gndd ths woman, who

much distressed,

posiur :1T:f. semed

Wk “Would vou be
= kind ns tady m iy 1sband
home,” wed ‘It 15 onl ound the

o alrand he will iru_ﬂil me
and 1 must
The appen] wus g0 fim-

carner. bul I
he's boen out

down; all nigint

get him home.'
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PRINTERS, BINDERS AND BLANA' BOOK MRS
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blanks. Job printing of all kinds., We hind law
and medical journals and magarine periodicals of all
Kinds at prices as low as Chicago and New York and
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will be carefully smtiended to. Address all business to

R. P. MURDOCK, - -

J. 0.

Business Manager.
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[P t.\Pl'L\[ £300,000.
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PAID

DIRECTORE—John Quiney Adams John €.-Derst. Chas. . Wood, O. A
Walker, Thos, G, Fitek, John E, Sapford, W. T. Backner,
W. E. Stanley. and J. O. Davidson.
|$.-'.r.000.ﬂ()0 * LOANED - IN - SOUTHERN -. KANSAS,

Mopey always on Hand for Improved Farm and Clty Loans.

Office with Citizens Bank. cor. Main and Donglas, Wichita, Kan

SCALE BOOKS! SPECIAL.

Onr 8cale Books are Printed on Gosd
Paper.
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FAIRBANKS THE WICHITA EAGLEF,
Wichita, Kansss.
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