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GEN. FREMUNT 5 LENIENGY-

The Floneer's Clemency to & Candemaed
Mesican Prisaner of War.

Just befors the capture of San Lais
Obispo  the men under Fremont had
been snbjected to grest evposurs and to
privation and herdslsips of all kinds, snd
their hatred of the Mexicans had reached
In fact, 1% was pretty clearly
nnderstood that if any of the anemy was

| unfortnnate encagh to fall into their

hands they wounld spend but little time
or sentiment in disposing of him.
On Dec. 15, two days after the taking
of the town, the pickets captured Don
Jose de Jesa Pico, who was called Totcd,
He was 1:*:--1 by court martial en the
harge of breaking his parole, was found
guilty and was sentanced to be shot,
The fact that Pico wisa leader rendared
bim still more sn object of hatred and
distrust, and on svery side wern heard
muarmurs of approval when st was deecid-
ed that he should pay the penalty of his
treachery with his life,
| The sxevntion was erderod for half
past 10 o'clock in the moring. and at 19
oclock the whole battulon waa orderad
to parnide on the placs, whers the axecn.
tion was to take pluce, Thp prisoner
wascoulined in & oo in Be Misson.
Fremont, with twe or thres of hus of.
ficers, was present, awaiting the coming
of the prisoner’s family to takes their laat
farowell of the beloved himband and
father. The prisoner, wath bowed head,
was seated on eue side, and apposte
stood Frunomt with folded arms and
face unmoved frum its wenal wtarn de-
Meanor.,
The officers in grim edlance were
gronped abont when the wife, with her
eight or nine veung childwen, snutered
dressed in fhe deopest monrning. Tha
wife wus & beaotiful woman of stately
bearing, and tha children of dalicate and
refined appesrance, No word was ut-
tered 1o brvak the wilemcoe, which had
grown oppressiva. Them the children
fell upoen their knees. and with teariul
eves and oatsteotched hands mintely
begged for the 1ifo s dear to them
Among the officern pwewont was thal
stern suldier. Cupt. Riobasd Owees, whe
lusd never feared » Living foo, Last whices
eyes ware then dimaed sfth feam uf
the patbetic sight befors bdm.  Soddens
ly. for hio condd no longer cortrel han.
If, he uttered the oun word, *Colonel ™
Fremonta fuce relaxed ita determinsd
expreawion, and be egolaimed, “Yea,
Inck, 1 know we had rather moet s thon
wand of them tn the Beld to-marrow than
tauke this one lfe " Turning to the pris
coner he said, “You sre pardotusd; you
are free”
The prisoner fell wpon his knees sf
Fremont's fect aud pressed the hem of
bis cloalk to his lips, exflalming Yrokenly
in Spanteh: “My hifo was fosfeft. Yoo
have gven it back, aod benosforth i1
devoted] te yom" Instantly
-r--i thint his horme be ssddled,
st duy o thers was bo more
!- lower of Premout threwgb
danger of every dnd tbhan the may
whose life he had given back to him.—
San Fraucisco Examiner.
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