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THE CAMORRA'S VICTIM.

(Tn Rome a band of the Mals Vita fraternity
—an offubnar of the Camorta, an organization
of Tobbers and assavsine-—1T% ln
neusly oll e nd of the criwe
agninst them, after two months® tr
evived wentences of rn D HiX mo
years' im
what -.i r to t!m '\!
pumbéer should be |I‘vr|
in ;.ruu' that &
have existence in Il :I, despits LE I\.‘--ﬂ"ll-\-’li
rary made fn connection with the
aff he Carbonaria, the CUs-
morrs and kKiudred orgunizations
in Italy for hundreds of years.—San Francisce
Argonaut, Juane, 1801
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1.—IN THE SHADOW OF VI
Were voa aver in Naples, with its strag-
iling, en streets, its jumble of pal-
| nces and hovels, ita foul prisons, its taw-
its beggars asleep in door
alms from tourists,

dry theaters,

| wags or demanding

|its gnlley slaves, ita fishermen, its ceme-
| tery { its lomg stretch of seashore?
| Where, neross the glassy bay, Vesuvius,

gnder its canopy of smoke, s mutlering

flery thrests from its parched throat, at

ty nestling at fts feetl
es and luzzaroni, wil
perhaps, still have a pictur-
arscter of their own that seems
patural result of their romantic sur-
:rr-lm'!lll.'_a‘
When | went to Naples some
on fell ioto the
« to
lied o the

| mnigd the panti

Iy ae

years sineca
ways of the place, 1
opera st San Carlo, 1
conl of the evening in the
ne, I enjoved moanlight boat
bay, and ot last—I gambled,
5 extent, but still T gam-
rl gnme of morra—in
ve contest, snd in
entys required are
gers of each player—

the

I s wite & certain little inn in a retired

rter of the city which I had accidental-
umbled upon one evening, where the
e was In nolsy among ball a

Te Al Whom

Not ) dozen couples. A - invitation of a
wiith ar bright, pretty girl I t a lesson in lLe
in me.  Her wn, plump
Bt i with he d rin
T HIY eTeR, DOW W all fingers oulspr

two or threo extended,w

| mings from me

number, were |

I eaw s aii. This evil looking fisherman
wus 4 member of the dread secret order,
the Camorra, whose adherents are to be
found all over Italy, and whoss power,
though now on the wane, is still falt in
some parts of the country, particularly in
Naples. Composad of thieves braves, brig-
ands and desperndoes generally, langhing
at constitutional laws, and demanding its
tithe of every money transaction among
the lower classes, whether it be the sale of
n few fish, the alms of & mendicant, or the
winnings of a gamester, it is beld in a sort
of reverential dread by its victims and its
claims sra seldom disputed. Its members,
pisdged to alleginnce by terrible oaths in &
cup of buman blood, are ever ready with
the stiletto when ordered to use it by the
secret tribunal, and though many foul
murders are traced to the Camorra, it is

seldom that punishment follows a crime of
that nature.

Pistro, representing the soclety, was de-
manding from Marcella a tithe of ber win-

I was an American and had not that sn-
perstitious respect for the Camorra with
which the peasnntry af Naples are imbued
1 therefore asked Pletro, in a by no means

gentle voice, what he wanted.

| Marcella, appealingly.

“Do not say anything, signor,” put in
“T will pay. Pietro

is right," as with trembliog fingers she

| eounted ont balf the silver she had won
| from me and placed it in the fisherman’s |

hnve existed |

hand.

He did not speak a word to me, but, as
he turned short around oa his heel his
right hand stole to his =ash, and | saw his

| fingers closs on the hilt of his stiletto,

| the same time interposing 11 shadow be-
| tween the Heroe ravs of the noomday sun |

| Byes,

| another room and loc
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el 1 Saviugs Lank 50 per PO.DiLL PI HERECR We 1”.“)‘”]
i r for severnl lours, during which I called
di36t Gro H. BLACKWET | tor—and  pnid for—inpumerabie bottles of
thin red wine, which the stalwart fisher- |
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Children Cry for Pitchers Cas’toria;i

1 was full of indignation as 1 walked
home, aud I determined that the next timy
I mee Pistro 1 would make him disgorge
in splte of hisstiletto, Istruck a mautch
to light my cigar and caught a hasty
glimpse of two dark figures epring from a

| doorway. Then n pairof arms= ware thrown
| around my neck from bebind, & handker-

chief was tied over my eyes, and Pietro’s
voles said: “Keep quiet and you will not
be hurt. I want to introduce you to iy
[riends,"

I wns grasped on each side and led I
kuew not whither, In a few minutes wa
stopped and entersd & bouse that smelled |
like a wine shop. We went up a flight of
gtairs, [ heard a door shut and locked,
and the bandage was removed [rom my

"I was in & low cefled, dirty walled room,
and was surrounded by about a dozen as
villninous appearing fellows as ever | saw
in my life. At my side stood Pietro, care-
Jessly fingering the bilt of his knife in his
broad red sash. The rest af the company
were evidently thieves and cutthroats of

the lowest charncter. A man of perhaps
fifty sat at the head of the table in the
mid of the room, regarding me from be-
neath his grizzled eyebrows, as he passed
bis hand thoughtfully over his brown face,
which was & network of wrinkles and |
ECATS.

“Sp this Is the man, Is it, Pietro?”
said he, i
“Yes. He bns been heard to expresa con-
tempt for the gociety several times, aud Lo-
night when I was collecting for a game of
nmiorra, he intérfered to try and cheat the |

Camorra of its just dues,” sajd Pietro,

“Very well, Pietro. You will deal with
bim in the nsual way.”

Without another word, thres of the mokt
savage looking men in Ihc room seized me,
while two others emptied my pockets and
placed the coutents on the tabl I was
then hustled through® a dourway into
ked in.

It was pitch dark. Not & sound could be
heird from the next room, whers I hnad
leit Pietro and his amiable friends, and 1
supposed they bad dispersed after making
me SUoU e,

“This is a pretty fix for a law abiding
American citizen. [ will make somebody
suller for this,” T thought indignantly,

Ah! whnt wns that? Surely, a ray of
lightt ¥ the floor opened almost at my
feet and a candle In the dof a womnn
cume up the trap, The woman was Mar-
t! She held up her finger for silence,
i stépping up the Indder, which led from
r room, shut the trapdoor and stood

I seized her band impulsively.
signor! The Camorral They

"

WCINE me,
“ITush,
will kill you

“WWhat for?”

“It matters not. Yon have offended
them. Itis all throngh Pigtro. He wus
jealous of you. Bug, ahl signor, you are su
huandsome!™

*1 can help Pietro's bei
T =aid; “but why shionld the Camorra mix
it=ell up (o his pe l.'-..ru't[ aff

c ; ath to help one nn-
d with him
money for the so-

5

Lrs?

when he was .,.,I]L;.[m-.,

ciuty.”
“Well, but"*—
“Hush! There is no time to lose. In
half an hour Pietro will return. He will

give you a ko and tell you to defend
elf. Then, before you have time to |
¥ self on guard, he wil i -irl e h 8 |
stiletto into your heart, ¥«
be at once taken across
nre missed the crate
ywald it and oo
Camorra guards its secrets well.
“The bloodth I ejuenlated
an irrepre

iy wil

une

—
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“1 nm here to save you,”
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es to-night—at once.  Gi
er to your g0 that he wi
me have your trunks 1 Twill
after you. You knows told me
s it one of them when I d
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want to take themoney I had won

you. | huve bron a plece of paper and
5 o
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of my careless re-

der [

ascal! She hn
an | had th
feit tlattered. ITwr

lling my ap
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i pur fare t
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¥OU can ATTADge 10

have them sent to you in Amesica Tie )

| atreaming

wagon will carry you a good many miles

before morning. Then you can take a

train the rest of the way and get back to

America as soon as possible. But promise

me you will not say & word about Pletro or

-—or—:mei Promise Marcella this, will you
g

Of course I promised. Then I exchanged
one mose f{arewell with Marcells, and, as
the wagon rumbled over the stones, I
pulled the handkerchief from my eyes and
found myself sitting in the not very clesn
straw, while the driver, whoever he was,
walked by the side of his horses in the
darkness,

Iu spite of the danger threatening me, I
dropped into a sound sleep, When I awoks
it wus broad day, and the wagon had
stopped at s littie railway station in &
town of which I never learoed the name
Just as I got out of the wagon a traln came
pufling along on its way to Rome. The
driver of the wagon was powbere to be
seen, 50 I ran hastily into the station, se-
cured a ticket and took seat in & railway
carringe, As the train moved slowly away
I iooked over I:o the wagon. The driver
was standiog by his horses, and my bead
swam whea [ saw that the striped shirt
the slonched hat, the red sash with its half
concesled knife, and the evil lookiug eyey
fixed upon me, wers at once thoss of the
driver aod of—Pietro!

IL—THE CAMOREA SPEAES.

“Now, where can Juok be?” | muttered
to myself, as ! =it mlone in the library of
Juck Vandyke's home in New York three
weeks later.

The servant—a trim little ;nr'lﬁl' mai
bad shown me into the
apartment, with it= sleepy
leather; its bockeases on two sides of
room, with busis of Schiller, Shakespeare
and Milvon gathering dust on the tops; Its
large, ensy chnirs and solid table; its open
fireplace, in which the fire had burned low,
and its stained glass windows, throngh
which the Iast rays of the dying sun were
Sha would send Mr. Jack to
me, she said. He was in his stodio palot-
ing. Would I piease sit down for a few
minutes?
ted mymelf in one of the roomy |
r chairs, with my face roward adoor.
oor Marcella!” T mused. “What a

rible life for her, amoug ail those rough,
brigandish fellows. And Pietro! Surely |
she could not care for him, with his erime
stained hands, always itching to drive a
stiletto into somebody's heart. What a
Jong time Jack ia! This qntiet room makes
me drowsy. Wonder what Jaock would

e et et

think of Marcells. * * * Should like
another game ormorra. * * . Murcellal |
. - - - - L B

Marcellal
What was that?
With a start | was broad awake. Surely |

I could not be mistaken! [sawa face for

one instant—a face [ could never forget! A {

|hu=- that scrowled at me murduruu:l}l

ce of Pietrol

th an effort T arose from my t:h:ltr,
anid crept acnh the room. It was imagi- |
pnation of conr: I threw open the door,
Just as 1 thought! Thers was no one there
I walked back to my chair, leaving the
door partly open.

What & long time Jack was! I wonld
wander up the stalrs to his studio and look
for him if be did not come soon. Strange
that I should think I saw that rutfianly

&
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| .'|nl| erept around by the wall to
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]I H’I”" kad I reached my ambush whe
rI.I.u
whith

he stepped cautiously into the room,
redd sash,

wils full upon the

w
fave, giving it an cven miore ¢

than usual. [ waited until he was fi

iuside, on, githering a1l my strenzih,
spravg at his throat. It was the onslanght
of & despernts man, nnd it was ¢fecrive
Wa t dowa tog r. bus | never e

le w‘[ wy bold, With my right band [
it ouly; with ms t 1 pre.
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| ont on the stage.’

the pariormaid (be bad nft such a mukder-
ous look, after all), and there was & geb-
eral rush kitcbenward by all except Jack
and myseif.

When I related the story of Pfetro and
Marcella to Juck, and told him bow I bad
given the girl a letter to my landlord, so
that she could forward my baggage, Jack
said:

“Yon have been the vietim of a very nice
little contidence game. [ happened to hear
of Marcella when [ was in Naples, and
know that she is in league with an un-
savory ging of thieves thut make special
Youar
trunks and the 10,000 francs will never
reach you. Rest assured of that”

Here, then, was the end of the Marcella
romance. She was only & common sneak
thief who had been making a fool of me
Of course Pietro had been the driver of the
wneon, aud be had belped me to run away
from himseif. A very neat plotall througts,
1 was obliged to confess. The only conso-
lazion 1 had lay in the fact that I bad nob
told Marcella the truth abont my bagznge.
The 10,000 francs existed only in my imagi-
nation, and my trunks and the contents
were not worth much morethan & huo-
dred dollars altogether. My experience
was worth vhat, I refiected.

Bur | never bear the word Camorra with-
out s sr.—eorge C. Jenks in Plitts-
in.

How to Fight a Dael,

The practice of dueling is practically
extinct in this country. and soon will be,
dountle =3, in all pa of the world.
sible minds everywhere see the abaurdity
1 in passion, or acting
ya of honor, may some

konown Freachmen,
rist, and Pbilippe Gille,
.'t ters, h‘m a violent quarrel in &
the piay was over. Their

T.lme two wot!

A man of
theater after

1}141 of the men chalienged the other.
Saconds were named on l‘ht spot, and both
men iosisted that the preliminaries of the
g should be arranged at once.

The secouds stepped into an adjolning | o
2 Lo maxe the grim arrangements for | from W. H.

n; the two priocipals in the

BAME ADA
‘¥ hat shs ul t..a the weapons?” thesecond
of one party asked; “pistolsr™
“No," said another; “with plstols it isall
over so (‘u“’ﬁ..} thut one has no chance to

The mrt.,mn between the room 1o which
this discussion ogenrred and the one in
which Cham and ( . Klaring at the toor,
were waitiog, wasso thin that the two men
heard every word.

At the remark just quoted they looked
up at each other.

“That isu't ver

fuony to hear,” sald

Cham.
“Hardly," said Gille

v

“We'd better go

tto the solemn glonm of
ge and found that aiso un

|

“iﬁ t's go out on the strest,” sald one to

ey went out agd presently saw a good

ma golug into a restanrant. They
f ...r(.:."t&lll.-l'i;j‘ dod sat down at &
tal

Haif an hoar afterward, when the sec-
ouds had completed the
the

arrangements for
t, they were surprisel oot to find
als where they left them; and
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ther, en-
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when they went of
found tis sap

tirely reconciled.—
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FRED RUSH

Of 340 North Main St. furnishes fresh
Groceries to his customers at from 10
to 15 per cent less than others, Cal
and examine.

Making the Vietim Look Fleasant.

A photograpber at the conventiom =
Bnt!’n.o told a reporter of the cld days In
the west, when the man at the camera used
to make the subject “look plm.nt" by
leveling & pistol at him and saying: “Look
right square in the muzzle o' this yer re
volver, my man, and remember that 1
bain't agoin to hev this picture spoiled
with any o' your foolin "—Naw York Sun

Plenty of Water.
Thirsty Lady—Is there any water aboard?
Captain (excursion boap—Onuly 'bout
four feet, mum; but p]em doa't tell any-
body.—New York Weekly

Pu‘l-licntton Notice,
the Disitics Coustof Sedgwick Coumnty, Ju th

Petition for Diverce,—
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e o
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GED. STAHK MitLEn
THE
EVAPORATION
Of the fictitions boom walue of real
estate has tlaken out mueh of true
value also, Those buying now will
profit by the natural expansion

to follow. WRIGHT & MILLER,
107 N. Main S,

<A WG RT,

T All parties ;.-)m" cAst nr west will save
oney by purchasing cheir railroad tickers
Haker, the tieket broker and

only member of the American Ticket
Brokers association in the city, which
guarantees all tickets sold. OfM
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