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Hog receints wera about 500 head and all
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active. Packers are cbjecting to the great
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M. M. Manger, the Harper shipper, had |
hogs on the market,

The bog market remains in good condi-
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FACTS ABOUT SPONGES

How They Are Fished Up from
the Bottom of the Bea.

Where the Finest and Most Expessive
Yarieties Are Found — A Specimen
Nearly Five Feet Long and
Two Feet Thick.

The gathering and prepamtion for
market of sponguiamindumyofpn-
culiar interest, and, notwi
their very extensive use in all countries,
the details of the work are known to
but comparatively 8 small number of
the general public Sponge Sshing,
says the Chicago Graphic, has besn con-
doeted in the waters off the southern
coast of the United Btates for many
years. Clumsy Httle boa!s, manned by
four or five dusky-skinned natives, skirt
along the reefs and bays of the Florids
ecoast, In shallow water. Each man
holds tightly his grappling pole, abous
| twenty feet in length, armed at ita ex-
| tremity with a claw-like attachment
This is slowly scraped along the bot-
tom, catching the sponge whers it
grows and ruthlessly tearing it from ita
rocky bed. The sponges sre piled up
in the boat until a sufficlent quantity
has been gathered, whem the return
home is made.

Upon the arrival of the boats they
| mra guickly emptied of their contents
| by bare-legged little pickmninnies, who
| for a penny will dive down in forty feas
of water and pluck up a sponge worth
adollar when prepared. After i
been spread out wpon the dry hot sand
the sponges are beaten well to remove
the gelatinouns, simy matter constitut-
ing their animal life, after which they
are thoroughly washed by the waves in
pens made by driving stakes along the
beach. The next process consists im
bleaching, to give them a more present-
shle eppearance for the markst. This
process of blesching is dome by dipping
the spouges for a few seconds into an
acid bath. Greateareis necessitated here,
| 85 just a little too much seid would
| soriously injure the natural texture of
the sponge. Lime is also extensively
used. They are mext carefully dried,
after which they wsre professionally
classified aoccording to quality, size, st
and pressed in bales ready for exporta.
ton.

At Eer West or the Bahamas the
weter in which the sponge fishing is
conducted is wonderfully ciear, bottom

Freparing for an Emergencr.
Lientenant (to his orderly)—Johann, |
g0 to the restanrant and bring me a
beefsteak with onions
Orderly—Lieutenent, T take the lib-
erty of reminding you that you are in-
vited out to dinnerto-day.
“Where have I been invited out to
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“You have been invited to dine with
the privy councilor, Von Schmidt.”

*So I have to dine with the old miser.
I must not go there unprepared. Jo-
hann, go to the restaurant and bring
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| me two beefsteaks with onicas."—From |
the German.
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*\iss Hinkley, will youn bemy wife?™

“Why, surely, Mr. Sappy, von must
Ikmotw | am engaged to Harry Watkina ™

“Great Scott! Is thers a girl in town
that isn't engaged? You are the sev-
enth I've asked this weeir."—Harper's
Bazar,

Not s Tyrant.

*You have got o new hired girl, I see, ‘
Mrs. Youngwife.'

*Yes; I got her ahnt a week ago.” |

“How do you like her?” |

*Very much indesd. She lets me do
Almost as I like about the house"-—N,
Y. Press

An Earnest Worker. |
| Hungry Higgins—Where von been for
| de las’ tree days?
Weary Watkins—Been workin' fer de
ticket.
“Weat ticket?™
*“Meal ticket. Wood yerd "—Indian-
tpol'u Journal.

IT WAS HIS HAT,

| That Wes What Cscsed Mr. Johinsom So
Much Embarrasment.

“A begum hat once caused me con-
siderable embarrassment,” said Howard
Johnson. an enthusiastic gpeologist, to a
Globe-Democrat man. “In 1575 | was
makiog some explorations in the monn-

| tains of North Carclina and castern
Tenncssee. The natives were a very
primitive lot, and few of them had ever
seen @ locamotive or a town of 3,000 in-
habitants. They spun aad wove their
own clothing, made their own whisky,
and lived on corn bread, sait pork,
‘varbs’ and sassafras tea
‘“‘Ome evening I reached a village of
perhaps two dozen houses and created
es much excitement as a ctrous in the |
‘black beit' Evervybody turned oat to |
ptare st me and follow me sbout, and
eouriers were dispatched 10 the country
folis to come in and view the curiosity.
They were soon arriving, afcot, on
mules and steers, and one old fellow
came in hot haste astride a bull wear.
ing & rope bridle. I was vexed and
puzzied [ eecured quarters for the
night and went to my room. but the
crowd hung abont the house and taliknd
in subdued whispers. Finally a commiz-
tee, composed of two of the oldest cit-
izens, was appointed to wail upon me.
Their mission was to inguire if mv head
| renlly ran up to the top of that tall hat,
| They looked disappointad, and said
| they didn't see any nse for more hat
than head, After that I wore a regula-
I ticn slooch until I gut back to civiliza
| tion. ™
The Extent of Iils Ability.

*1s Barrows a bright writer™

*Well 1 dom't like to say that he
fso't He's just the man for the words
fora pu:.om mc."—-Jndsa.

l- snmrsﬂuol.
*“Why shouid we say to Satan ‘Get
thee behind mer ™ asked the 1eacher.
*So that we shall get ahead of Lim *
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being discernible to a depth of 50 or 60
feet. When the surface of the water ia
slightly roffled the sponge fisher pses s
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| to enable him to see clearly the botsom

of the water. This consists of a plain
piece of glass securely fitted to the ends
of four pieces of wood in telescope style.
By plunging this a few inches below the
rough surface of the water he can
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watch the bottom of the sea as well as
he can with the naked eye in smooth |
wWater.

In the deep, placid bays of the bine |
Mediterrancan and the Persian gulf
gFrow Inxuriantly the finest and most
expensive varieties of the sponge. These
often develop an extraordinsry beauty
of form and softness of texture. This
class of sponges is gathered at eertain
seasons of the year only, and by pro-
fessional divers, chiefly young and agile
Greeks and Turks, who are literally
born in the water, and become almost
amphibious. No grappling hooks can
be used on thesa finer varieties of
sponges, such as are useq on the |
coarser grades growing off the Bahamas
and Key West. These sponges are used |
for toilet and surgical purposes. (ireat
quantities are shipped every vear tol
London and Paris. the two great
teiving markets of the world, whm;
they nndergo a eritical classification be- l

| fore being cased for export to the vari-

ous countries

Gireat size is sometimes attained in
the nataral growth of the sponge, par-
ticulurly in the coarser grades that
flourish in the West Indies. The lare-
est sponpge in the world was found |
growing on s coral reef ¢ T Key West, |
and it required the strength of several
men to pull it from its tenacioms hold
on the rock bottom of the blue sea. It
measures 4 feet 10 inches in length rnd

feet 7Y inches in width. Iti: ovz in
form and nearly two feet in thickness |
Of course such a sponge is too large for
practical uses, butit is highly interest-
ing as an exaggerated freak of nature
in the sponge line.

The antiquity of the sponge in his
tory is well known.
fulness and uoniversal growth has
caused it 1o be utilized and appreciated

| by all peoples. ln this country the sale

of sponges is exclusively in the hands
of the pharmacists. In Europe, how-
ever, it is sold by hairdressers and per
fumers,

About Printens’ Marks.

The interrogation mark or “poiot”
(?) was originally a “q" and an “u,™ ths
latter placed under the former., They
were simply the first and last letters of
the Latin word “questio™ 8o, too,
with the sign of exclumation or inte~
In its original purity {t was
" und “o0." the latter

The two stood for “lo.” the Latin ex- |

The parsgraph mark
" is a Greek “p.” the initial ef the

emploved a dagger () o show that a
word or sentence was cbjactionable and
sahould be nt
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features ook best in repose—N. Y.
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