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WHO THE STRANGE LADY WAS.

A Jolt of the Street Car Clears Up the Mys-
tery for a Near-Sighted Honsewife.
She was young and pretty, and had
evidently not been married long. She
got into a street car with a friend and
settled herself comfortably in a corner;
when the eonductor came around there
wus gn admirable sguabble over who
should pay the fares, which Pndﬂl in
two dimes being simultaneously offered
to him. After he had pas.r-ed on she
leaned forward and said ir an impres-
sive tone to her companion:
“You know how awfully near-sighted
I am: I go on doing the most awfal
things because of it; why, once I intro-
dueed aman to nowee, mistaking
him for someone and once in the
dusk I mistook in the hall for a
burglar and fled screaming down-
stairs.™
“It mnst he very inconvenient to be
so near-sizh "hier friend replied.
“Indeed it Now there isa lady
et the other ¢nd of the car who seems
very Tar r to me. No, don't look,
she will know we are talking about
her. But I must know her and sheis
iy waiting for to speak.
I glance that way she is
at me and then sha
turns yvaway. 0O, T suppose she
isone of Henry's friends. You knew
50 muny of them have ealled upon me.”
“Fertiaps she mistakes you for some
ane else,” surgested her friend. soath-
ingly. *‘By the way, how is your new
covk getting on?”
S0 g

Py
5,

me
Every time
> straicht

look

=he is ISUre, 80 neat
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VIOLETS IN THE GRASS.

The bice wild violets in 120 graan,
They s=ils up at me 28 I pass
The tender hoe of April sisa
They mind me of my baby's eyel,
My bonny little Innghing lass
Amid the vislets io the grassl

The bonniess babe was ever boral

Her tresees like the tsseiod corm,

Eer mouth the sweetes: Doif-blown roms,

Her Iaagh the merriest breooe that blowsl
Eer eyos, what could thetr Dlue surpags?

Notev'n the viclets in the grasa

Ah ma! how piain 1 gee her sisnd,
Her feet sunk lo the, aod her hand
Eacer to pitck themn oll for may

Her tacn s-plow with baby gies,
Hrringers kidden ic the mass

Of bice wild viglets I the graam

Agaln I see her, 12id at rest,

The viclota nest!ing on her breast,
The waxen fingers, white and cold,
Silil clasp tham in their patient hold
Bt kuow not oow, alas, alas!

The touch of viciets from 1he grassl

Snft cradied on & suzsy slope

Watched b5 twin angels, Falth aod Hope,
My preity baby sisening lios;

And as [t were Lor ows swiet eyes

Smile up to greet meas I pass

The bins wild violets in the grass.
—iiatharice Festetits, (o Youlh's Companton.

VAGARIES OF LIGHTNING.

Qneermtnl’ennmvnnhand'

Quserer Yet in Ohlo,

“I was onze driving over the Myrtle
hills, in the lower part of this county,
with my wife end baby, filyving froma
thunderstorm that was coming up rap-
idly in the wvalley,"” said a resident of
Lancaster, Pa., “but [ only did not es-
cape from the storm, but ran right into
another one equally as heavy on the
very summit of the ridge. When the
two storms, traveling in opposite di-
réctions, met directly over our heads,
streaks and balis of fire began playing
around like the spitting and exploding
offshoots of a miscellancous eollection
of Fourth of July pyrotechnics. Light-
ning danced and flashed on every bit of
metal there was in my horses’ har-
ness, whirled arcund with the tires on
all four of the wheels, and ran
about and zigzagged everywhere
around the buggy frame, wuntil
wa wera literally sitting in a
fiery chariot drawn by o horse encased
in flaming harness 1t was not only
the sight of this most extraordinary
electrical display, but the snapping,
cracking and exploding of the light-
ning, like a continuouns volley of mus-

ketry, that struck us d umb with terror.

The poor horse was too much scared
to run away, the fire and nolse sceming
to have just the contrary effect upon
him, and it was all that ! could do to
urge him forward. On each side of the
road trees wers being splintered and
shivered by thunderbolts every few feet
of the way, and the terror of the crash-
ing thunder, glare of the forked licht-
ning and moise made by the trees as
thay were riven by the bolts was some-
thing no one can describe. In going a
mile, where we reached a house, wa
saw six cows, seven pigs, two horses
and eighteen shee p killed by lightning
fields on both sides of the road
Neither myself, my wife, or child suf-
srol the slightest physieal injury or
mvenience from that awful play of
eetricity about us, and the horse
seemed to be improved by it: but the
rvous strain on us all was terrible.
That extraordinary electrical disturb-
ance lasted at least a quarter of an
hour.
1, T thought that was a little tha
rest sort of an experience with
izl ‘Li:z that anyone ever had or was
likely to have; but 1 have just
ome ¥ sck from a vizit to Ohio, and I
want to say that that experience of
mine might have been the boss queer

one up to this sommer, but it isn't any |

more. I ran across some others in Ohio
that can beat it

“Take the one. for instancs, at
Bailyville. 1 got to Bailyvilie at about
noon one day. A thanderstorm had
fust passed over that locality, and the
clouds had nearly all broken away or
ed to the sonthward The sun had
sod all unneasiness on ac-
H the storm had passed away—
for thunderstorms in that region are
nearly always attended by more or less
damage—when the most terrific thun-
der clap ever heard there or elsewhere,
£0 to the earth that tha earth
trembled as if from an eartliquake, and
preceded not more than a second by
flash of lightning of blind-
sharpness, iroke from the
1dless noonday sky. The gundden
pearance and terrible naturs of the
tling phenomenon p..r-.z".'zcd the
farming community with alarm, and it
was severnl minutes befare anyone
ventured forth to see what damage |:.‘1=1

Lv- ==n done by the thunderbolt. Some
amazing thinzs were discovered.
Id on the edge of the village a
wie nof sheep weoere pasturing
led together, as
nderstorm, and
till huddled when the snrr‘--li..c
came When the awner .., tha
:, cep went to the Seld to see if .'IB_Y
7 had befallen his flock he fownd
sliecep standing just as they had
in the storm. but oot of the
flock ei da
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was slruck
It seemed to kit beth
Era

- P W
v lightning.
ebimners at ones and & sireak of

ran from one chimney along the peak
of the roof, and midway between the
two chimneys it met wiother streak of
fire that was flashing along the peak
from the other chimuey, or, rather,
1 where the chimney had been. for both
chimneys were knocleed into brick dust
by the lightning. When the two fiery
| currents met in the center of the ridge-
lpnle there was an explosion like the
discharge of a cagnon, and a foantain
! of bluish flame, that threw off snap-
| ping amd zigzagging sparks and jets of |
Iﬁru.r-ho%up into the air at least ten |
| feet.  Then all was over, the whole ex-
| hibition lasiing oot more than thm.
seconds.

“Simon was only three rods away
| from the house. but felt not the siight- |
| est effects of the terrible shock He |
| ran to the honse, mot knowing what |
| borrifying sight might await bhim
there, as it seemed impossibie that his |
wifs and baby could have escaped
death beneath that terrific electrical |
bombardment. Bat they had, and |
after the first shock of his fright was
over Simon couldn’t do soything elss
but lic down and almost burst with
Isughter, the lightning had brought
about o ludicrous s situation in the
house. Mrs. Frey was sitting on the |
kitchen table, her head resting against
the wallL In one hand she held & roll- |
ing pin, while the other was buried to
the wrist in & roll of dough. She was |
covered with flour from head to foot
The baby lay in & basket of newly- |
washed clothesina far corner of the |
kitchen, yelling at ths top of its lungs. |
The baby’'s cradle was turned \qﬂhl

|

down in the center of the room.

*“When Mra Frey recovered from her
dazed conditien, which was not for
some time, she gave her recollection of
the occurrence Ehe was rolling out
bread dough on the table, a mound of |
flour lying before her. The baby was |
usleep in its cradle Suddmlyshah-ud
s strange and loud busring in her head |
and felt herself being lifted bodily
from the flcor. That was all she knew |
of what had happened. The terrifio |
report of the meeting currents on the |
roof she had not heard. There was no

eign of sny damage inside the house, | Call

bLut in some strunge way the lightaing

had lifted Mrs. Frey from the floor and

plomped her down on thy table and

had tumbled the ¢cradle upside down

and carried the baby across the room

and dumped it unbarmed in the basket

of clothes. The mound of flour had |
been swept clear from the table and

scattered from head to foot over Mm

Frey. The lump of bread dongh she

was rolling out was cut in two in the

middle ss if it had been done with a |
knife. Omne-half remained on the tabls,

the other half bLeing wrapped com-

pletely arounl Mrs. Frey's hand

Aside from & severe nausea that

troubled Mrs Frey all the rest of the

day, neither she nor the baby suffered

any ill effects from their extraordinary

experience.”—N. Y. Sun

FRIGHTENED INTO SELLING.

Scaring a Superstitions Darky iate Tis-
posing of His Property.

“The southern negro is sometimes
very superstitions, and in this connec-
tion I can tell you a little tale whish
shows how some people will take ad-
vantage of their neighbors' weakness.”
observed a citizen of Mobile the other
afternoon.

“A certain merchant In Mobile de-
sired to buy a bit of property which
adjoined hizs and which belonged to a
negro, So one day ha said to him:

“What'll yon take for your land,
Mose?

* ‘Won't sall, boss.'

* 111 give yom ten dollars s fook'

“‘Won't sell, boss.’

*1'l1 make it twenty doilars’

“ SWaon't sell. boss.'

“In spite of all persunsion the mer
ehant could not buy the coveted bit of
land, which he wished to use fora gar-
den. One dey some one happened to
mention to the white man that his eol-
ored peighbor was extremely supersti-
tious. R0 ope night he had some one
drag a chair over the roof of the ne-
gro's cabin, and when the occupant
appeared he was confronted by a white
figure, which extended a speotral hand.
The negro fled indoors in terror. For
a week the merchant played hocus po-
cus in the neighborbood, and the cecn-
pant of the cabin was frightened out
of his sensea. One day hu said to the

negro:

““They tell me your himu is haunted,
Mose."

“ ‘Who tale yon dat?

“The authority was mentioned, and
s harrowing tale followed. For the
next fortnight the ghost walked and
poor Mose fled from the house and
slept out in the country under s big
magnolia tree.

“Oime day he sought the merchant.

**Kurgel, you want dat property ob
mine?

H Y es, Mose'

“*And’ll gib twenty dollare?”

seo wwill®

* ‘Pen it am yours.'

“The transfer was made, and them
Mozc chuckled with delight.

“‘Ton't you lib in dat house, kurnel '

“ “Why not, Mose?™

“ 'Lmr's hobgobline and witéhes dar,
for = :.o kurnel. Yon kin hab it,
kurpel s child’s plad to git out’

‘80 the cabio was tarn down and
the land cooverted into a pretty gar
But Mose to this day does not
eclooel put up for
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