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SOLD THE POETRY

How a Younsr Versa Writer Got
His Lines Accepted.

ptfarMting Magazine Editors Mr. Alden,
Of Harpar'a, CrttlcUe, Bat Rlchsr4

Henry Stoddard Promises to Ba--

Tlew Xheza in Print.

fCOPTRIOHT, 18M--

EVER aj?ai
will I "believe:
that poetry
more particu
larly spring p-
oetryis a drug
in the market.
Experience has
jnst convinced
me to tho con-

trary. For, al--
v j VW .though desti

tute of Hterary fame, and without
previous experience in the art of versi-
fication, I sat down and wrote a poem
on spring1 which I submitted personal-
ly to tho editors of New York's leading
magazines. All of these gentlemen
are entire strangers to mo, yet inside
of two honrs my verses were accepted
for publication by an editor who is
himself a poet of national "reputation.
Not only that, but this same poet
promised to write an article on my
poem and print it "with the verses.

This is how it came about. For soma
time I had felt an impulse, an inspira-
tion, or whatever it may be called, to
write a poem. This is something un-
usual with me, for, as 1 have said, I do
not write poetry as a regular thing.
Moreover, I had gathered that poetry
is a drug in the market, especially if it
bo in any way connected with the
subject of spring. However, one even-
ing, just before going to bod, I sat
flown in tho dining-roo- of my flat and
Tote the following, almost without
ffort:

thh voich ov snuaa,
flail, geatlo spring!
Thou mildly soothing tMng,
"Whose soft, sweet kiss
Is highest bliss.

Thy happy hours
Bring now born flowers
To haunts of gloomy mao(
Go not again!

So, gentle spring1,
Of thee I sins.
Stay, stay, oh stay
On earth alrray.

Uy sorro-wln- heart rejoices Its first choice
U ever to find soUoe in thy voice.

I determined to lose no time in mar-
keting this production, and with that
end in view, took it next day to tho
editor of Harper's Magazine, Mr. Henry
M. Alden. He is the most accessible of
men. I found him in his little offlco at
Franklin square, and upon introducing
myself and stating the nature of my
business, he received mo most cour-
teously and asked me lo take a chair.
There is an incomprehensible aspect
of youth in Mr. Alden's gray hair and
beard and even in his spectacles. As

If

SENT 11 r CXRV IX TO THE EDITOR

he took my poem and began an atten-
tive perusal of it, I had an opportunity
to study his face. If Horace lived in tho
nineteenth century, I beliove ho would
look and dross like Mr. Alden.

I think the famous editor must heve
read my poem at least three times.
Then ho looked gravely through his
Spectacles at me and said:

"Whcres the rest of it?"
I told him there wasn't any more

bf it.
Mr. Alden laid the manuscript upon

his desk, brought his hand down upon
It and said, with a smile that wreathed
nil his features:

"That's a good poem."
My heart gave a leap.
"Then you will accept it for Har-

per's?"
"Weil, no," said Mr. Alden, pleas-

antly. "When I say it is good I mean
that it is as good as the verses of any
live hundred people who write poetry
would be. Tor you. ill be surprised
fct the largo number of people who,
like yourself, can write good poetry.
That circumstance, in fact, is one of
the most wonderful things I have
fcomo across in all my editorial ex-
perience. Poetry is submitted here to
in extent that I .hardly dare estimate

And, as I .said, it is poetry
Uiat is largely as meritorious as the
rerses you bring me. And while a
treat many people can write good
poetry, it is impossible for me to ac-ie-

more than some twenty poems a
rear. And," concluded Mr. Alden,
frith a smile that was pleasanter than
jver, "your poem does not possess, to
ny mind, the sort of merit that would
rvarrant mo in accepting it for the
Biagazine."

"May I ask." I faltered, "what is the
lefect in my poem? 1 need hardly say
Ikat I am highly gratified that you
jonsidv it good."

Mr. Alden took up thepoem from his
lesk and bent his brows over it again.
Then he looked at me and smiled once
aaore.

"It is trite," he said. "Spring is not
i subject that com mends itself to me
is strikingly original. A poem should
havo a new note if written
Otherwise it is apt to be a repetition ol
what other poets have said. Hence I,
and if I am not in error, other editors
are on the lookout for a new note
mat note, 1 freely admit, does not
mako itself evident to me in your
rerses."

Whereupon Mr. Alden folded the
paper on which my poem was written
and handed it to me with the most en-

gaging smile I have ever seen on a
man's face.

"A last question, sir," I hazarded.
"Would you judge, from this poetry,
that I havo in me the makings of a
good poet?"

XLa. editor leaned feack.ia his JiaL

crossed one leg" over the other and
stroked his beard.

"Yes, I do," he replied. "I do not
undertake to predict what sort of
name you may or may not make for
yourself. That would, obviously, be
impossible in view of the great number
of persons of whom' it might be said
that they have in them the makings of
a good poet. "We are all poets, more
or less, but some of us are denied the
gift of expression."

I thereupon told Mx. Alden that I
would detain nim'no longer and he
smilingly bade me a most cordial
iarewell.

I walked up to Union square and en
tered the Century Magazine's offices.

Mr. Eobert Underwood Johnson ii
he gentleman who receives poets therfl

i m r -

"WHEBE 18 THE BEST OP IT?"

when they have anything to selL Mfc
Johnson is a poet, like myself. His
verses have been collected into a book
and extensively sold. Some persons
tell mo that Mr. Johnson writes lyrics.

When I handed him my manuscript
he took it, unfolded it, gave one look
at it, folded it up again and handed
it back to me. He declared that he
couldn't look at it I must excuse him.
He couldn't bo unfair to others.

Then I resolved to take my poem to
Mr. Richard Henry Stoddard and ask
him to advise me. When I reached his
house at No. 329 East Fifteenth street
it was passed midday, my verses were
still on my hands and I felt discour-
aged.

I sat down in the parlor while the
servant went upstairs with my card.
Very soon I heard slow, labored foot-
falls and the sound of a cane. A calm,
aged face, framed in a venerable whito
beard, was next thrust though a pair
of curtains.

It was the old poet.
"Mr. Stoddard," said I, advancing

with my sheet of paper outstretehed,
"although I am a stranger to you I
have called to ask your opinion of somo
verses I havo written. Will you do me
the favor to give me your candid opin-
ion of them? The lines are few. I
have been vainly trying to sell them."

"Come into this back room," said he,
in his brave ol ' tones, "where there is
an open fire."

He placed a chair for me to sit down
and taking in his trembling hand the
poetry which the editor of Harper's
Magazine had called good, he sat down
himself.

"I must use glasses," he remarked,
smiling over to me, "for my eyes are
old and weak."

He pulled out a pair of ancient
spectacles and stuck them over his
nose. Thqn he began to pore intently
o er my verses.

ne pored while I could count, say,
sixty. Then he turned the sheet over
and looked on the other side.

He arose suddenly.
"I'll tell you what 1 will do," he said

hurriedly, "I will print your verses in
the Mail and Express I will print
them without having read them

fco " S"0"
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through. I will do more I will print
my opinion of them."

I called his attention to the fact that
his opinion of the verses might be un-

favorable, in which case his published
estimate would prove injurious to my
poetic fame.

"Well, 1 have no time to give yon now,"
he said, still hastily. "I'm very busy.
You must excuse me. But if you seud
me the verses, I will accept them for
publication, as I said, and I will write
them up. I am very busy now."

He handed the verses back and I
arose. As I got to the front door he
a red me if it was cold outside. I
told him it was not, and thanked him,
for 'I felt that his offer implied a
great compliment. Then I passed out
and left him standing at the foot of the
stairs.

Thus I got my poem accepted for
publication inside of two hours, not
to mention the triumph of an indorse
ir.ent from the editor of a great
monthly.

1 can onry say, finally, that if Mr
Stoddard will give my verges that free
notice I will return the compliment frj
printing my opinion of his. Poet
should not be jealous of each other.

Mot KprelicnMhlo Kxtravatjancc.
Fraulein Hedwig Here, Emmy, dear,

prav accept this little birthday present.
Fraulein Emmy (looking up indig-

nantly) A hundred visiting cards?
What extravagance! How much longer
do yon expect me to keep my own
name? Humoristische Blatter.

omo Difference.
"I got an awful liekin' with the wire-bri&t-

hair-hrua- h this morninc." said
Billie.

"Pshaw!" said Johnnie. "That don't
hnrt."

"Yes it docs. Pa had the hristle side
down.- '- Harper's Bazar.

Calm.
"Ilotv are yon fretting along with

four music lemons?"' asked the caller.
"Very peaceably, now,"' replied the

resolute girl.
"What do yon mean?"'
"The neighbors on both sides of ns

havo moved." Washington Star.

WICHITA WHOLESALE

The Houses given below are represenative ones in their line, and thoroughly reliable. They are furnished thus for ready reference for the
South generally, as well as for city and suburban buyers. Dealers and inquirers should correspond direct with names given.
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la a coal deal last Sift.
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on that tin pan. I've got a

If I
the

Mrs. Go on
'
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WASTEBBXA fiOEXP,

Judga.
Evident Sxnartneei.

Louisa Does your father approve
your engagement?

Lily papa thinks George
!real smart. pinohed pspa

week. Texas

Choice
Nervus Johnny, quit thump

Jng fright-
ful headache.

Johnny quit you'll hear Sister
jNcll upstairs playin' piano.

Nervus thumping, John-
ny. Chicago Eecord.

not be deceived.
The following brands of

White Lead are still made by the
" Old Dutch" process of slow cor-

rosion. They are standard, and
always

Strictly Pure

White Lead
The recommendation of

"Southern;' "Red Seal,"
"Collier."

to you by your merchant is an
evidence of his reliability, as he can
sell you cheap ready-mixe- d paints
and bogus White Lead and make a
larger profit. Many short-sighte- d

dealers do so.
For Colors. National Lead

White Lead 1 lating Colors, a d

i or and mix jou
paints. Saes time and annojance in

to

matching
shades, and the best paint that it is
possible to put on vood.

us a postal card and get our booV on
paints and color-car- free; it vill probablysae jou a good dollars.

NATIONAL LEAD CO.
Louis Branch,

Clark Avenue and Tenth Street, Louis.

SEEDS
FOR THE

Garden, Farm and Field
Onion sets, potatoes

toes; plants in season,
price list.

52 tf 316 E. Dom

Co.'s Pure

keg Lead
can

own

insures

Send

many

St.
St.

der

and sweet pota-Sen- d

for mail or--
ROSS BROS,

;las, Wichita Kas,

F. SMITH.
Books and Stationer",
Albums, Bibles. Gold Pens
Blank Books and

Memorandums,
114 N. Main st. Wichit.i, Ks.

OLIYEE BEOTHEES.
A ho;eale i Retail Dealers la

LUMBER andCOAL
Yards and Office 617 East Douglas

Avenue. Telephone 'o. 2S5.

AIJKAKSAS VALLiiY FEME CO.

Manufacturers of
Wire and Picket Pence,

Poultry Setting; Ptc, Etc,
Write lor terms to Dealers.

10U Wichita St, Wichita. K.s.

A. T. BENBOW,
.MannTactarcr aiul XH Oer In ilia

Benbow Self Heatitis Washer,
Benbmv Bed prius. ami

All Good Clothes Wrinjrcrs.
AU kJinl" ol resunrinji mde iiid for ale.
Write for liilcrs and ime calulfctK.-- .

609 K. Doujflaa, next to Carey Hotel- -

Blakeman Bros. & Co..
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in

FBESII FISH AXD OYSTEES.
Fishermen's Supplies of all kinds,

sins, hoop nets, trammel nets, twine,
hooks, lines, etc.

Fresh Fiali and Oysters a specialty.
502 E. Douglas. Telephone. 27.

eiT.As. p. nnsiiiiEi?,
Wholesale and Retail

FLORIST.
Dealer in cut flowers, house and hwldiu

nlanta: ro--e and gerauiavis. rerialty.
Orders for pnrttes, wetJilings ani funsr-a!-s

urouiptly filli. Telephone 254.

GEO. H. LLOYD & CO.,
WHOLESALE

HARNESS and SADDLERY
Sftddlery"Travdwave, Whips, Leailier. Harness-maker- s Tools, Etc. Special
attention given mail order.--. 401E-Dougl- ab Ave . Wichita.

TELEPHONE NO. 272.

C H. RECKMEYER,
Wholf.tale Manufacturer of

SADDLES and HARNESS.
And Jobbers in Saddlery Hardware. ; 121 East Douglas Ave.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED V
fid V--- --jtf lAXZr-- y7 4n

;
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IAL ATTEflTIOM TO MAIL ORDERS.

FIXING UP A BIT.
Nothing looks right if the Manlels and Fire-place- s are out

of Harmony. Our lino of Wood Mantels is tho finest, most
ailed in the country. Come and see them.

Artistic Tiling a Specialty.
143 IsT. Water St. Telephone 29.

O. B. STOCKER & CO,

WALL PAPEB AXD GYPSINE ARTISTS.
Oils, Paints, Varnishes, Gypsine, Wall Paper, and Picture Franie Mouldings,

and a general line of painters supplies, can bfa bought at bottom pi ices at our
stoie, 312 East Douglas.

AVe are the Wall Paper and Gypsine Artists of the city.
Get our prices on you work.

GAIMIETT & KTtfCAXD.

HOUSE FURNISHERS.
Those thinking of buying Furniture either on the cash or easy

payment plan, will find a complete line of new and second hand
goods to select from at the Popular Priced Double Store of

SINGER DONNELL.

Wholesale
Kctail )

GIVEN

A. Ml.
(riuccesbor CAER,

BICYCLES
from $40 to $125. Pull line medium grades and Cycling accessories. Difll-cu- lt

repairing and repairs of all kindu. 253 ST. Alain, Wichita.

EUSE, CHAELTON, DUM & CO.,
-- JOBBERS-

Queensware, Glassware, Lamps, Cutlery, Etc,
220 N. Main St, WicMta.

LEmiANN-HIGGINSO- N GROCER CO,,

W'h.olesaJe Grrocers
203 AND 205 JL WATER STREET.

Sole .Agents for (lie CeiLiuied JtJty Collet the Lest aclge coffee In tliemarcet

HALSTE AD MLLING CO

FLOUR,
"SECOKD TO NONE''

Best Flour in the State.
OTTO WETSS, Airt. Cor. 3d. & Fifth
Avenue. Phono 105. 07

J'. F. MAltTiy,
Loleala and Kwall

Ai lists Materials, rictures, Frames
ru Unp rirtnro Gln!-- r.il, creen,Etc

- Jrst qinl'tr Trench China for riecoratinir.
Fvrrjililnsln tho lino of Artl.t Material as .
1 oulcorChlcJCO pilcps. 'J he nn!y exclusive Art
Moielu ii ill Oiilers lironintli attendel
(.m.iiivucfree. 'i elephant ZSi

151 XOllTJI MJIX STJU2ET

C. A. Rose-Flor- ist
Dealer in all lcinds of Plants. Bulbs

and Florists supplies.
Cut Flowers a Specialty.

All orders promptly attended to.
Office 404 N. Water :t. Tel. 333.

FAMES MACHINE VTOEKS

Cnild3 and Repairs
ENGINES, BOILERS and MACHINERY

24 S. Wash i nsj o a A ve W i ch i t a

TV. n. CULP & CO.

Florists- -

Carefnl attention civen Vo mall or teleffrnph
order for rat lowers and oral fiesin.. Pric-
es reasonable. ad for price hst of Plants,
seeds, Bnlb, and Hardy lira biry.

611 Wabssli Auenue.

FEED HIMSTEDT,
Wholesale r In and JIanaactnrer ol

SOLE LEATHER, BOOTS .XD SHOES

AKD GENERAL UN"E OF SHOE nSBDfGS.

Write for Prices and Terms to Dealers.
:5 NORTH MAIN STREET. WICHITA.

THEWILLOTMTGCO
Successors to

ETJTT,:E11 & ('HA L"E"i'
n of aul .lubbers in

riecT and r?tanid Tin :re.
231 XortJt Mam ti ecu
It. U'UbTLEl;.5Jana,-er- .

FISH and OYSThflS.
Fruits. Produce. Flour. Etc.

V. luteals awl Retail,
Iit !pliTfl irrr ::Biks to sapp?r

and psrt acAer. 13 i JUrfcci Tdtep&Mw IS
11. IS. ;orxfoiitii.

raati BssfCr DcTer. iclo, Cor?a Chrit. Tex
Slrcftla..M'rh 2

.S B00T&SH0ECO.

WICHITAKAI15.

J. A. BISHOP,
Wholesale and Rstatl

Paints. Oils, Glass, Wall Paper
The permanent GIPSINE Wall finish

alvra t in stock. Write lor prices.
J50 ir Market St., Wichita, Kv

WICHITA BOTTLIM AVOMS
OHO Z1JIJ1I.K31AVS JI'ST.

KotUerg of Ginjjor Ale. Cham
CMder, Sada Water, Standai ANerva

Food, also General Western
Afreuls tor Wni. .l.Lenip'ftJJxtra Pale.
Cor. 1'irst and W.icoSts., - Wichita.

j. p. alle;nt.
DRUG-GIST- ,

B?eryffiing Kept in a Firsfelass Brag Store

10S EAST D0UCJLA3 AYV.

WJQHTTA. - IT,JJT.

WICHITA COIOTCE WORKS

J. TV. RIFE & CO,
Manufacturers and Jobbeis of

Tinvareand Galvanized Iron Cornice
V. Intlo'T Cnp sky Ujchls. rallerv. OnUcrf. tic and

roofins Oa? oline slOTt-- repaired uad ..Iron-
ed, b, fcljl attention siren to c rk la Uks cocntry.

lJ'i2. Lawrence ave., A ichita, Kan.

J. N. WASHJ5L-R- I'rp,

KANSAS jBUGGY CO..

Carriaires. Bussics. and Wajions
Proicvt MicnUotrzhtm to sh Llnd of reptlrUKr ! 1884

Ci.l jaiutln- -

114-1- 1 G N. 4th Avp. V.Tfchita- - Ivan. .,
f

Come and see the Celebrated

KENWOOD BICYCLE
Ef ot yon Jrar Itltttsvonir wfce! itFire Avrdi Ter all xaitotcil m Hit v.rrfid
We real wi)-- ! r ll oa a7 jt1jii. lftocln
tsadns and Kpajrfs XI 5 UIb -- t T ctu.

A, P. SLCteSER.

CHAS. LA"WRENCB,
ObAi.ET.ZN- -

(Photographers Supplies!

JO'i 1Z Iinuylii ji rrn as
Wichita. Kau, Telephone Connection

L. TLVTS. j

llarnriMlbtkranilkrfiniilfis j

LOOK AT OUR PBICES ON. COAL
DELivjitm ix jcoy JLOTS.

Weir City, vcrr best quality, $ 4.00 Ouiia, well acreoned $ 7.50
Colorado" Anthracite. 9.73 j Penn ,Anthr&cue,Cnfcs Creek Le--

high 11.25
Weights and quality guaranteed. Uow do these prices strika vou2

KANSAS AXD TEXAS COAX CO.,
Telejrfioiie HO, HO Sorth Market St.

WEIR CITY AND WESTERN COAL CO
Miners of Genuine ireir City Coal. Xo. 7 Shaft.

DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OF HARD AND SOFT COALS.
WelrCltv. rei U m
Oiicc City bhaft, per ton. delivered. 1M

Prices as low as tho lowest on all other kiuds of coal. Satisfaction guaranteed.
Office and Yards 119 N. "Water st Telephone 6t

""" f A "T We are the exclusive Agents for theJFolleic- -
VV--A- . i J in tf Coals:

Genuine McAlexter. Luinj and Xut; ,Tcnmj l.imJ, Xut and Slaclt;
Denning Jjitnip. equal to Canon City, only $GM( jxr delivered.

We rdso have in stock Weir City, Fleming, Osage, Black Diamond, Canon
City and Ouita, and Pennsylvania Anthracite. Our price are as low aa tho lowest

SCinVABTZ UliOS.,
Office and Yard, 1 West Douglas. Telephone 192,

CENTRAL COAL AND COKE COMPANY.
Successor of KEITII & PERKY COAL CO.

MDTEBS AND DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OE (JOAL
A1STD MAKUtfACTUBEBS OF COKE

General Office
KEITH & PERRr BL'D'G.

Kansas City, Mo.

Price de'IvereU
Prices delivered;

LUMBER, RAILWAY TIES, TIMBERS. ETC.

Lump for Heater ami Open Urate. ., . .,
Prepared for ila-- Burners., ,

mvisrov oracK
31G EAST DOUGLAS AVE.

Wichita, Kau.

COAL! The Malvern Smokeless.
Jfl (0 pr ton

umui. .Miiami .mj.
Ulick. Pearl, sold by this firm only, the. bent, sort coal
hold
No. C. Wlor Cltjr, lt crude
Nut Mis Oulu $5 SO

We guarantee 2.GC0 rounds for u urn.
WICHITA COAL CO.

Offlce and Yardi. Sit E. DongIa. . Phone St. V. COKK. 31uger.

R. M. MAXWELL, Y L.McCLURH

IVIaxwell &d IVLcClnre.
IMPORTERS AND JOBBERS OF NOTIONS, AND FURNISHING GOODS.

237 AND 239 SOUTH MAIN STJREET. WICHITA, KANSAS.

L, C. JA.CKSO!r,
DISTRICT AGENT I'OR

SANTA FE COALS,
AND JOBBER OF BUILDING MATEEIAIS

i J2 S. 4th Ave. Wichita, Kan.

THE C. B. POTTS DRUG CO.
(Formerly Chaileg TJ. Polta A Co., Cincinnati O.l

WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS.
Good a Sold nt HI. and Kansas City .Trices.

.'8 ;id lift Aluiii Stieef, - - - - "WJchita, Kansa

THE JOHNSTON & LARIMER DRY GOODS CO.,
W1101.L& KUi

Dry : Goods, : Notions rand : burnishing ; Goods,
Complete Mock, in all the Doparli&enti.

119, 121 & 123 N Topeka Are. Wichita, Kansas.

-- EAGLE -: CORNICE :--: WORKS. x--
WW EAST DOUGLAS AVENUE.

Manufacturers of Galvanized Iron, and Copper Cornice; Tin,
Copper, Iron, and Slate Roofing Work done in any rmrG of tho
country. Estimate furnished on application.
Phone 324. &im Caswell & Buckley.

J. L. AHLEHF. ALVA T.. SWEET. PEA'KE. WA LKEII

WICHITA CREAMERY CO.
Whntacalp. Deaioi-- s in Butter and Eggs

212-2-14 South Topeka Avenue.
T'iC" by perroUon to C&tu NjLctiaJ liauW.

JACOB DOLD PACKING CO.

PORK AND BEEF BACKEE&

EINE MEATS, LARDS AKD SAUSAGES.
A I ard f.r Krerj body: "Whit' C'loTr Er.in'1 our fejwcJaliy; thrt Suf-t- t

Larrt la heonntiy. Vlioite 1'aniJly Lanl, IhnMuai Vuimluv hvstad aa Uiti
mmlifl. Tli'l'H Orotfrrati imnlili hli;r.

If on m am th mt--t call f i hite ciorr, anil Insist caUfnU.
in orielnal Lllliofriijlicl Canyon nry uro'oitlnlt.lijt np or Family uj&e in 3, 5. JO aud 20 pouuii Lsniutwl. Tin VhU, irlth.

lithornpli label. H

1834.
WICHITA WIIOX.ESAX.E GHOQVAIY CO.,

'"ATliolesale Grocers
j OFFICU ASD WAEEIIOU-s- 213 TO 22-- 1 SOUTH MAIIKKT STKKUT,

K"'"j fcTtrj tliln m 1 irrorery liv. Uv mrm, cIf and zrtvrtH Sxtnr- -.
!?c tI ijopHeior of Uj "IMprr HcidBlrJ:, Ll CowtiurTultf awI "I

Incocecla" bmmla of Clears, tlS

FARNUM & CO.
Royal Spice Mills and Spray Yeas! Factory

Spray Baking Powder, and Eoyal Granulated Spices. Award-

ed tiie State Contisct

ATLESIOy 1IEKCAST1LE CO
2s( lzs-U- u N. Fourth Are.

Wholesale - Grocers.
Jobbers of Teas, Czgabs akd Spices

AItardo srtl rJcartttaClzxs.


