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A few groups of grimy cottages hud- - Miovcl,"" arm ttcsi over to tne opposi-fele- d

more or less together; a single tion, the "Dun Cow." Many judges
blackened street making its zig-za- g j said the "Dun Cow's" stuff was the
pay through the mistof them; at one j worst in Blackville, not only for wash-fen- d

of the street a, dirty river, at the ing the coal dust cut of one's throat,
other a somber landscape where one . but for its effect after it got beyond
Dbject dwarfed all others to the view,
Jhe machinery which rears Itself about
the mouth of a coal mine. At certain
fcimes a straggling array of men, women
Ind children, oddly garbed and sable
fvith coal dust, moving from the mine
Jo the village, and at other times, hard-
ly less sable, from the village to the
mine.

That was Blackville. externally. For
Ihe rest it was an assemblage of hu-

manity which laughed and swore.
Worked like horsei and drank like
fishes, made Jove and hated, fought and
talked scandal, and possessed, in fine,
though it knew lulls of fashion or
Society as those blessings are under-
stood in Pariis or London, all the ele-

ments that go to make up comedy and
tragedy, and even heroism.

Jessie Greythorpe was the hello of
Plackville. She was the goddess in
rrhose temple all the men (in-

cluding some married ones not so very
Jroung, it was whispered) worshiped,
tnd the temple was the "Maltmun and

Jshovel."' the inn kept by her father.
For some time Jessie was an un-

known quantity in Blackville, and
during that period was, in posse, a
ponrce of danger and disturbance all
round. She would not choose a "chap."
Sho seemed to prefer to have all
masculine Blaclrville for her lover; she
was awost to everyone in general, but
fihe favored nobody in particular.

In consquenco of this attitudo of
,the belle the other lasses were having
H bad time just then. Even a girl who
had a "chap" half-dread- lest at any
pioment a smile from Jessio should
lura him away from his allegiance, and
H girl wfao had none scarcely dared
jhope until the goddess was suited.
Amongst the young miners there was
always the chance of a fight springing
put of the :iifair although an e:cusc
?"or this war. hardly necessary in Black-Vill- e

and finally, the married women
rwere by no means at ease.

Not, altogether, that these consid-
ered Jessio bo bad as to encourage
haarried men more than her father's
jbusincss required. But if she did no
more, sho kept many husbands away
Jrom the wives of their bosoms until
Ihe lasu minute for closing, and when
Ihey did get homo they carried more
good liquor inside them than the wives
(thought necessary; whereat there fol-

lowed much matrimonial bickering in
Jthe cottage homes of Blackville. IIow-Evc-r,

in due season the Inevitablo re-

lief came At last Jessie chose a-- reg-
ular and official lover out of her con-

gregation of worshipers, and then there
went up the glad thankbgivings of all
ilia women, mingled wita the groans
nnd curses of the disappointed "lads."
iNot to put too fine a point upon it, Jes-
sie began to walk out with Jako
Grimsby!

"I on'y hopes as hoo'll keep to un,"
said lira. Ricketts, discussing the news
With her neighbor, Mrs. Wiggan. Tho
faithful intelligence had leaked out tho
night before iu tho "parlor"' of tho
k'Malrman and Shovel," and all Black-Vill- o

knew of it by now. "But I ha'
tny doubts o't. She thinks a soight too
)nuch o' her good looks, 'tis thowt."
, "Ah. replied the other, "mebbo the
wivesl seo summat o' thcer men folk
now not as I dunnot see enow o m'
Did un as 'tis."'

Jake Grimsby, the winner (so far) of
the grand prize, had a particular friend
who had worshipped like the others at
I he shrine of Jessie. It was well known
that Xed Walton was bohind no one in
admiration of tho neatty-rounde- d arm
that handed tho liquor to customers at
J he little bar window, or of the shapely
figure that came and went, trippingly,
tmongst them in tho "parlor." Tho
Ruushinc .Icfeic's appearance brought
was always noticeably reflected in
2Ceds face. Ouce Jake and ZS'ed had
Locn great enemies, for no particular
reason except the question as to which
was the bettor man "ui" his bonds."
At length they had ceased to be ene-
mies by fighting one of the most mag-
nificent battles Blackville had ever
Fcen and it hud seen a few and ever
tsince they had been the greatest chums,
nlso for no particular reason, save that
the battle had been drawn, and they
could, therefore, admire each other
But everybody watched Xed narrow ly
now. Would he take it quicth. being
,tl.is "cut out" by his friend? They all
3 iked the manly fel-Qo-

and knew the information would
"give him pain. So everyone made
haste to tell him of Jake's success when
the news first came out.

"Yes, I knaw," he answered cheerily,
nnd with a sickly smile which the

kiullest-wiue- d in Blackville could see
through, ".lake's aw reet. an' Jess'll
jha a good un."

Nobody could understand this at-
titude. It was only morally propei
that a fight should come out of the af-
fair. Therefore, to assist matters, some-bod- y

kindly suirgestcd that Jake had
mot won the girl fairly.

Blackville heads are well known tc
"be thick. It is always diClcult for a
new idea to get inside them. Once one
(does get in. however, it is just as hare
por it to get out again.

The idea of treachery on his friend'
Ittart was a lone time hammering a
fcsed's head. Meanwhile. Xed with-
drew himself from the 'Maltman and
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the throaL Perhaps tl.?5 inferior liqnTr
helped the idea. Anyhow, that idea
got in at last. At the end of a month,
during which Jake nab in full favor
with the belle, waDcing out with her
every night, almost, and even being re-

ceived favorably inside the bar parlor
at the end of a month there weic two
groups of miners in Blackville, in
whose hearts the gladness of hope twh
springing. One group was backing
Jake, the other Ned, for the prospects
of that for which they hoped grew
rosier every day. Ned was passing his
old friend in the street with a fierce
scowl . on his face, and Jake was be-

ginning to return the scowl. The lat-
ter had tried a thing which must not
be repeated in Blackville, or you will
be misunderstood and despised.

"Xed, ovd lad," he said one day,
drawing up to him as they left the
mine, "wunnotyo" gi' mc yo'r bond?"'

Xed turned a savage face upon him.
and strode on.

Jake attempted no more conciliation.
ITe saw where the thing was drifting,
and prepared for eventualities.

So the two groups met, sometimes at
the "Maltman and Shovel,"' sometimes
at the "Dun Cov,"' and quietly amongst
themselves talked over the merits of
their respective champions. They
made bets faster and faster, and antic-- ,
ipated as fine a "mill" as had ever glad-
dened their eyes. But Blackville heads
are thick, as has been said, and those
who had put the "idea" into Ned's
scarcely realized what its effect might.

irrD SPENT THE TIME AT TOE "DUS" C0W.H

be. A "little mill," they thought, for
which cveryono would be the better.
Nobody desired anything worse.

One day, instead of taking his turn
at the mino as usual, Ned spent the
time at the "Dun Cow," drinking hard.
JJo was surly and gruff to all who
spoke to liim. He was thinking and
reasoning in the usual thick-heade- d

Blackville way. Seemed to him, if a
chap dealt treacherously with his
friend, treachery should be dealt back.
When evening had arrived this, riew
was so unmistakably the correct one
that he left the "Dnn Cow" with a
resolution in his heart which largely
counteracted the effect of the liquor,
and enabled him to go home fairly
straicht.

Half an hour or solater, he was lying
concealed in a hollow on Kickshaw
common, four feet from a rough wood-
en bench, with a serviceable coalham-ine- r

in his pocket.. The road running
near was a lonely one, and vtas chosen,
as he know, by Juke and Jessie for
their walks, and they invarikbly stopped'
hero and sat on the bench. It was a,
moonless November night, and besides,)
a mist had come up from the river, so
he had no fear of being iecn. Ned had
calculated nicely. He had not been in
his position long before he caught the'
sound of voices and footsteps drawing
near. In a little whilo the forms ofi
Jake and .Tesswere seated on the bench, s

Ned gripped the handle of his ham-- !
xner.

But there was an odd silence just
now botw eon the lovers, and he wanted1
to hear one of them speak. Jake broke
the silence abruptly, and his first words
hastened the sobering-u- p process which
nad already begun in the listener.

"Tell thee what. Jessie, I dunnot
like these quarrels, an' I wunnot ha
onj-- more on 'cm. If tha wants Ned,
tha'rt v.elcomc. I wunnot stond i' th'
war. Nobbut as I should like to knaw
what I ha' done."

The girl kicked the earth with her
foot, but did not reply, .lake rose

Dunnot be afeart o' seyln it, lass,"
nc went on. not crossly, but tenderly,
sadly. "I love thee well enow to gi'
thee up. if it'll make thee happy, an'
I'll leave thee wheer tha'rt, an' tell
Nod tha wants him, not me. Mcbbo
that 'ud show folks are lyin" too."

"Go an" tell him, then:" answered
Jess, defiantly

With a curt "Good-bv.- " Jake left
her. ,

Xod was almost sober now. Sober
enough, at least, to crawl noiselesaly
away from the spot and fling the mur-
derous hammer over the common. It
was found next day and recognized as
Ned's, but no one ever knew how near

had come to knocking a hole in
ke's head

Jake was as good as his word. That
night he sought out Ned, told him of
the quarrel and bade him "try his
luck" with the beauty himself.

"I'm nobbut a stranger to her, my- -

sen. he said, an nivver shall be ony
more-Ne- d

grasped his extended hand, and
thus the friendship was renewed.

Blackville folk take the gifts the
fTxls offer and ask no questions. Ned
"tried his luck" with the belle with-
out nv ado, and, not much to any-
one's surprise, was at once received in
Jake's ol?ce. One of the chief ore--
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rogatives or any belle, 01 course, isto
be fickle.

Thus far the hopes of the two
groups were utterly dashed to pieces.
jThey were compensated in some meas-
ure by a beautiful little "side" mill.
jSome fellow repeated, in Ned's heari-
ng-, the calumny about Jake's not hav- -

fc played fair at first. Whereupon
--sed went for him and "put him to
bed" literally for two or three days.

A week or so later there suddenly
flew from mouth to mouth and house
to house, until it had spread all over
Blackville with:strange rapidity, the J

HE CAUGHT THE S0U2JI) OF

news that an accident had occurred
at "No. I." In a moment all Black
ville above ground was rushing ex-- 1

citcdly toward "the mouth." Most of
the crowd were women and children,
and the pallor of sudden terror was
upon the faces of them alL The great
majority of the husbands, fathers,
brothers, sons and sweethearts were
"down" at that moment. Around tho
mouth of the shaft the ring of wailing
w omen and children thickened every
minute. Within, the managers were
already busy organizing rescue parties.

Juke Grimsby, with set face, pressed
his way through.' lie noticed Ned's
old mother there and remembered she
had him only for her bread-winne- r.

He passed close to Jessie, caught her
look of fright and again remembered
Ned It struck him sho wished to
epeak. But he pressed on; there was
no time to talk.

What had happened soon became
known, and some relief was felt. It
was not an explosion, but the supports
of a new gallery had given way, and
those working in it Ned amongst them

hud become entombed. Tho engi-
neer had been down. Now, while ho
called for rescue parties, he gave his
opinion frankly. Examination showed
the whole of that part of tho workings
to be in so rotten a state that it seemed
little short of certain death to anj

'JAJTF., OWD LAD, JESS

who should o in and attempt to dig
out the buried men. Further falls
threatened on every side.

But the fiamc of English heroism
had alrcadv becun to burn in the
hearts of the rough. coare men who
listened. In a very little while tho
cage was descending the shaft with
one rescue party, Jake Grimsby, at
their head, and another was formed
and ready to fullow. Foi tuno favored
the rescuers. For hours they worked
like Titans, and no more falls occurred.
And at last enough of the debris was
cleared away to enable the imprisoned
men to escape.

Ned Walton was among the first to
crawl through the hole. As he saw
Jake he pressed his hand in silence,
then passed on. Others followed and
were taken to the top. Two men were
missing still, however, and the rescu-
ers worked on. Round after round of
true Lancashire cheering greeted the
arrival of the rescued men at the pit's
mouth. Ned's old mother rushed at
him and. probably for the first time
since he was a baby, hugged him and
kissed some of tho coal dut off his
cheek.

"He's noan hurt!" she said, and
laughed.

Jessie saw him, too, and when his
mother let him go, drew near. Uer
face was white with the anxiety which
was on every other face there till the
rescued came up. Other faces now
brightened; on hers the paUor in-

creased. It did not appear to regain
much color at the sight of Ned. She
seemed, indeed, not to be thinking of
Ned just then.

"Wheer's Jake?" she asked, imperi-ousl- v.

"Aw reet?"
Xetf assured nor he was safe enough,

still digging He himself was very
faint, and inwardly in great pain. He
had declined, for the
"owd mother's" sake, to confess he
needed the medical aid offered, and
said he would go home. But the revela-
tion

is
in Jessie's eyes and manner were of

too plain to be missed. J

Almost before i HaJ finUKn

swenng Jessie, the cage came up again.
It contained, not the missing ones, but
two men who had but a little while be-

fore gone down- - They jumped off the
cage and began speaking to the man-
agers in a way that those who saw it
understood only too welL Soon enough,
indeed, everybody knew that another
collapse in the workings, and one per-
haps more serious than the first, had
taken place, and that now the rescuers
themselves needed to be rescued. At
the news, Jessio became frantic, and
turned almost fiercely upon her lover.
. "Jake's irowtyo ood fro' death!" she

VOICES DBAWUTG rsTAJ:.

crleo. "It yo'r a mon, ir yo"T true
Lancashire, yo'll niwer let him die
loiko a rat i' th' hole down theer."

Ned looked at her, half da7ed. Her
words stung him, but he forgave them,
for he understood.

"Ned Walton is true Lancashire,
Jess," he said, simply. "Yo' dunnot
need to talk so."

And ho left her at once.
"It's Jake," ho said to himself, as he

staggered to where the new rescue
party was hurriedly forming. "An' it's
I'm nobbut the stranger to her."

None saw the staggering: all atten-
tion was too deeply engrossed by the
fresh call to heroism. So Neb passed
down in the cage.

The second rescue did not take long to
effect- - and Jaonilv thrre irora no mnr
falls. At length the rescuers crawled
back to life and safety, and once more
the rough hands of the two friends
were locked in a grip more eloquent
than words. But Ned's strength failed
him at that moment; the hero-spir- it

alone had kept him up until his work
was finished. He sank exhausted upon
tho coaL

"Jake, owd lad," he said in a
whisper, "Jess belongs to thee. I'm
nobbut tho stranger to her. Tell her,
lad tell her Ned was true
Lancashire."

.Ue never. EDoko again. When they

BELONGS TO THE:

cafMeS him to the too ne was aeaa.
In the quiet little churchyard of

Blackville will, if you care to look,
find Ned's grave, with a small stono
placed over it. and on the stone you
may read a brief narrative oi the part
he took in tin mine accident, ending
with these words- -

"He was true Lancashire."

SOME LIVING PRETENDERS.
An AmnMnc Sj,an,f, Dnko rrith a Herald

and .m Knoruimi- - I ortunr.
The profession of the royal pretender ,

.s very much overdone in Europe just
now. A Madrid editor has found six !

men who think thy have claims to the
one crown of France, besides any num- - j

ber who think they have paramount
rights to the throne of pain and the ,

purple of small Italian principalities,
The most, interesting of the Spanish

;i

of the faith fourteen-fol- d grandee of ,

ispain. first of all Castilian knights, and !

uireev ceseemiant o rerrtinano

w.w .. j...., i,.- - .

name of his lord atrainst this usarpa- -

iion.seis iortn tne claims .ieaina- -
to the throne, and challenges
knight who may venture to

the the duke's rhv i

his opinion in a due! 1

deatlv."on the mountain or on the
plain, day or by niht-- " As ao i

of Spain has ever seen fit
take duke and his seriously, .

the head of the hot. of
been left free to the

from his enorraotts fortune on
Spanish jnrls to make peren-

nial tours of numerous estates, it
said thai be can travel from oa ond

Spain to the other and sleep
owa hooe. Cnder J

circnmvances ae prpveti z muea

less trouUlesome pretenaer tnan "Lon
Carlos. This chief of Spanish pretend-
ers was once so impoverished that, with
the help of his secrtfmry, he tried to
turn into coin the gold chain of his
Order of the Golden Fleece. By the
death of Count Chambord and some luck
in matrimony, however, he was enabled
eventually to lay up a fortune against
a rainy day and keep his decorations
away from the goldsmiths and pawn-
brokers.

A group of pretenders, who are
chronically bankrupt, afflict the

provinces. At almost any time one
may find in the continental newspa-
pers paragraphs concerning the
difficulties which a count of Aqiiila, or
Trani, or Syracuse, is having with the
sheriffs. A census of pretenders has
not been taken. A partial list of
who thiuk they have claims to
the throne of France was published re-

cently, however. They are: "Don
Carlos, duke of Madrid; Alfonso NIIL,
king of Spain: Francis, sometime king
of both Sicilies; Francis, Sebastian's
son by his wife, an aunt of the
dead king: Robert, once duke of Parma;
Louis Philippe of Orleans. All of
these gentlemen are descendants of
Louis XIII., of France. The last one

announce his pretensions to tho
world is Gen. Francis of Ilourbon, who
suddenly began calling himself tho
duke of Anjou after the count of Paris'
death, and sent out a manifesto con-
cerning his claims. This course has
been rather disastrous him, for.he

been deprived not only of his com-

mand in the Spanish army, but also of
the salar3 that went with it. He can
spare the command, will miss tht
salary, for he is poor. X. Y. Sun.

PAY OF CHINESE SOLDIERS.
They Receive Their VTas:c in Silver and

llAchance It for Coin.
The Chinese soldier receives his pay

once a month only,and Chinese months,
it may be remembered, are much long-
er than those we are accustomed to
reckon bv. On the eve of the pav dav
the cantain of a company, together
wim ins sergeani-majo- r, goes aim re- -

ceives the amount of money reiuisite
to pay his company from his next su-

perior officer.
This is not paid to him in jingling

coins, but in pure silver, which, how-
ever, has been into somewhat
irregular pieces. The whole of tho
night preceding pay day is occupied in
weighing out for each man the required
quantity of silver, and this occupation,
as may be imagined, is a very tedious
one and only successfully accomplished
by infinite care, for here a piece the
size of a pin's head has to be chipped
off, there a piece of large dimen-
sions has. be added to make up
weight, and any deviation one way or
the other means the loss of perhaps a
day's pay or more to some poor defend-
er the Celestial empire.

When the of meting out is
accomplished the silver is carefully
wrapped in paper, upon which is writ-
ten the name of the intended recipient.
On the following afternoon the com-
pany is mustered and the sergeant-majo- r

the money, commencing
with the first man in the company and
going on to the last. When this division
is concluded the question is asked in
.stentorian tones: "Has any one else a
claim?" and the customary hav
ing promptly been given, the men aro
then dismissed.

N
Each one now repairs the nearest W

tradesman's shop, where he exchanges (
his silver. For one tael he receives
sixteen hundred small coins called
Vnsh " pcrxor.iicu in this ontpr so aa

to allow of beinir threaded on a strintr. l
1and having received the proper amount,

homeward with a cheerful mien,
but nearly sinking beneath this bur-
den.

The private receives three and a half
taels, to nineteen shillings,
monthly, out which he has to pro-
vide himself with clothes and food.
This to us, no doubt, seems a verv in-

significant sum. but we must remember
that the whole of a Chinese soldier s

subsistence only costs him about one
for he lives on rice, absolutely

'nothing rice. His clothes, too,
also cost but a triile. Chicago Tribune.

Tin DiflVrenrr.
"What's the difference between con

ceit and self-estee- anyhow?"
"A great deal. Conceit is self,

esteem belonging to somebody else."
Chicago Tribune.
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An Ancient aprrttiKL.
To get rid of a disease it to

rocaebody else m ootnston amoBaT alii
primitive raoes. It cannot be said tost 0- -
ia we are not just as since ,

daatp oa neighbors the filth of ew- - j

ae. To fo?!ow oct certain incaoti j

Uons, and to faatea toe ditoac to a !

plaster, or sotnethia or other, wan
coocloded by the Imryfntr of the plan-

ter Tbea, if aaybosry 6ms it up
caorht the dv..-- and th ill iafreed oi his maladr This k ua old !
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ann
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FOREIGNERS IN JAPAN.
They Arn Arr-te- l by thn atlT Pollrs,

hot Aro Trlrd by TbIr Own C'ornuL.

There are sixteen nation.n harlnjf
treatics with Japan, and they prevnt,
in the foreign concession, the inHlr

K)Ctaele of sixteen little government'
t.11 independent of each oth"r, dbpent-iaj- f

justice and ndministrriag an manj
liferent formA of law within the aatao
territory.

Kach forrlgner U rgistrcd in th
consulate oi his country- - All legal pro-:ec- s

and nulls againut him, iMtmytH
by oUier foreigners or by JapatKjco. ae
ntored with and tried before hfci co-t-

except in the cao of Great Dritala.
A'hJclt niamtalan a txmrl vparaV; from
iV consuls tfs. If the alien oomwlUait
jfTcns against Japano law er
tion oauikfa th trccty limitu, be cat
be arr-tc- d bv he native polwq, bat

be trlod and poalAkwl, If guilty,
ay hi coanoL, th Japac goror
DW11 pre9eaMJr thf ae, and It U

iiao Doona, ob tarn reqvs k a oqmu.
to arrt &emUm nod IagitiroA Iram.
htaticc who har flaxl cwtai4a iroa7
limit. Certain eoaioaw f 4 rc?
aition ar proridmd for. Iwt foliare lo

,v t : - .. t ,1..VJ c mKzi " " """tT""' --
7-

the latter ran b rtUl olr by a
tCKMKL

Oa the oUer bad. the land In tlm
foc-ti- n MMiei-iiion- i the vror'ortrr f

"a rrpt5ty to imm Sorotrsor t a rat--.
ir imvho (lx Uel mjuatt)) rrkfek rzU,
vxocilmz to Umi LceaUos of Uu-- VaoaL V
au.yahU awuaiiy. ad b Vh4 oulr ten

ilrUfd. TrV9iae wjr bt lwht ami
wld. bt awajr wtjet to the ?rt;ad
eat.
Ia tho JCroehe fta aa3ce rf the xm- -

.p,-- .. --. Mxanf n voti AM f'TatH
toa kZMiVirr control, and Un; - .'

U t.-c-U and r&vis, bat the
tt.mwo: cnUsr the preals of a forrins"
k wUhout th rrrfetott of
ak ooaMtL In Kot. th innt
OmKxmx of Ilieyo. taj r&AAvnt own
vtm land XAej ovtmpf. fkzn- -

ooekly.

TraTclw tut train brV-O- ot aajf fn-a- y
bojks-Ma- rk Twain or af of sJfe

VasoorWu?
Tail. a- - - .A l.. - . --K oTloZL Siw eaWulSiJ

oaBeai oa Uus Acicricaa ciccuoc, .

CLiCaU VUoorL


