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GERVERA IS NO LONGER IN THE WAR '
HOBSON'S MEN ARE FRONT-RANK HEROES |

Naval Authorities Eliminate the Cape Verde Fleet as a
War Factor and Ascribe to the Merrimac’s
Crew Imperishable Renown

With the American fleet, off Sentiago de Cuba, June 3, via Mole St Nicholas, Hayti, June 4—(Copyright, 1898, by the Associated Press)—

All the members of the Merrimac expediton are safe.
Only two of them were slightly injured, and their names are not known; Lieutenant Hobson was not hurt,

All of the Merrimac’s men are held ae prisoners of war,
The news of their wonderful escape was sent to Rear Admiral Sampson by Admiral Cervera, the Spanish admiral Leing so struck with the

courage of the Merrimac’s crew that he thought Admiral Sampson should know that they had not lost their lives.
Admiaal Cervera’s chief of staff, Captain Ovieda, boarded the New York, under a flag of truce, bearing the announcement of the safety of the

Merrimac’s erew and returning with a supply of provisions and money for the prisoners.

Kingston, Jamaica, Juue 4---Lieutenant Hobson, the hero of Santiago harbor, appears to have carried out his plan to the smallest details, except as re-
The row boat in which the crew were to attempt to escape was either blown up or shot to pieces, for Lieutenant Hobson and
his men drifted ashore on an old catamaran which was slung over the ship’s side at the last moment as an extra precaution. Upon reaching shore the
men were taken prisoners and sent to Santiago City under guard. Later they were taken to Morro Castle, where they are now.  Captain Oveido, Admiral
Cevera’'s chief-of- staff, who boarded the New York under a flag of truce, did not give furrther details of the capture. Thebravery of the Americans
evidently excited as much admirotion among the Spaniards as it did among the men of the American fleet. The prisoners will be perfectly safe and will
probably be well treated while they remain in Morro Castle. The fleet is wild with delight tonight over the termination of the most daring expedition since
the destruction of the Confederate Ironclad Albemarle by Lieutenanl Cushing in 1864. The admiral is just as glad as the youngest jackie. Captain
Chadwick, of the flagship New York, who is usually most conservative, in speaking of the incident said: “Splendid! Splendid! Too much caunot be said

gards the method of escape.

about 1t,”
The general opinion is that no man ever deserved recognition by congress for personal bravery more than does Lieutenant Hobson. His work was

well done and his men are safe.  'When he started on the expedition few thought he could accomplish his object.
Offlcers of the fleet, when questioned as to whether Captain Oviedo could have had any ulterior designs in visiting the New York under a flag of
truce, scouted tne suggestion, saying that the visit was prompted by pure chivalry en the part of the Spaniards, and was noble of them.
(Clausen, the New York coxswain, went on the Merrimac against orders. Nothing could have kept him from that trip into the jaws of death,
It is probable that the Spaniards will try to blow up the Merrimac, but improbable that they will succeed. '
Speculation is rife as to the exact details of how Lieutenant Hobson managed to blow himself and ship up and live to tell the tale.  His

cleared up the situation well. The Spaniards are doubly hemmed in. ‘ _
At quarters on the New York last evening, Chaplain Royce, praying before the bareheaded crew on deck, thanked God for having preserved Lieutenant

herotsm has

ITobson and the men under him, - _
Cadet Powell, who was the last man to see Lieutenant Hohson before his start and who had charge of the launch during its perilous trip, after much

nceded sleep, told the story of his experience. He said:

“Lieuntenant Hobson took a short sleep for a few hours, which was often interrupted. A aqnarter to 2 o'clock he came on deck and made final inspection, giving his last instructions. Than_
we had alittle lnneh.  Hobson was as cool as a encumber.  About 2:30 o'clock I tookk the men who wére not roing on the lr':p. into the launch and started for the Texas, the nearest .~'h'.p. but had to
the assistant engineers, whom Hobson finally compellad to leave. T shook hands with Hobson the last of all. He said:

w0 back for one
‘Powell. walch the boat’s crew \\'i]:*.ll Wi T-II” ont of [l]t‘ I'l:l[’!l'lr‘_ We will be .-r:,.-:,\'.;‘ I-,,\_\"}“»_: Hli[-; \ “'T["'k"*-" to le.' mintts .- |
“Atter leavine the Texas I saw the Merrimae -'[fg;miu'__: s]:;\\-ly in. It was not fairly dark then and the shore was quite vicibhle, We followed abont three fquarters “f. a mile astarn. Tha Mear
rimac stood shout 4 mile to the westward of the harbor and sesmed a bit mixed, turning mpletely around ; finally, heading to the east, she ran down and then tarned in.  'We were then chasing

We were then half a mile off shore, close nnder the batteries. The firing increased rapidly.

Before Hobson could have blown up the Merrimac the western battery picked

him, hecanse 1 thought Hobzen had lost his bearings.
“When Hobson was about 200 yards from the harbor the first eun was fired from the eastern bluff.

We steamed in slowly and lost sight of the Merrimac in the smoke, which the wind carried off shore. It hunz heavily. : -
np and commenced fiving.  They shot wild and we only heard the shots, We ran in still closer to shore, and the gunners lost sight of us. Then we heard the explosion of the torpedo” on the
Merriinac

. but saw nothing.

“Unti! dayvlight we waited just outside the breakers, half a mile to the westward of Morro. keeping a bright laokout for the boat or for swimmer ‘
“Hobson had arranged to meet us at this point, but thinking that some one might have drifted out. we erossed in front of Morro and the mouth of the h u bor to the eastward. About 5 o'clock

I the harbor again within a quarter of a mile and stood to the westward. In passing we saw one spar of the Merrimae sticking out of the water, \5 ¢ hueged the shore just ent=ide of the
nd then turned toward the Texas, when the batteries saw us and opened fire. It was then broad dayvlight, The first shot fired dropped eighty yards astern, but the other shots went wild
"1 drove the lauuch for all she was worth, finally making the New York. The men behaved splendidly.”

The news of Lieutenant Hobson's safety lifted a great load from Cadet Powell's mind.
11

until Lieutenant Hobson gets back. |
Some heavy firing was done shortly before midnight by the New York and New Orleans, aimed at what they thought to be a small gunboat, which
lisappeared.  Whether she was sunk or not is not known. The firing took place to the eastward of Morro Castle.

Each Later Detail Sheds New Lustre on the Heroes of S_antiagq
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Probably no other details of this marvelous trip will be known
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