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New York's Cankering Influence.
A distinct hurt to the life and morals of this nation is

the latter-da- y domination of New York City. New York
City is wicked, wicked with the vices which simulate re-

spectability sufficiently to be popularly permitted, suff-

iciently concealed to bring suggestive guffawing approval
from 'the calloused interpreter, and an uneasy smile from

the virtue which in abhorring evil dreads conviction of
prudishness.

Boston used to dominate the country with her ideals.
"With the literary Jumbos of the land located there, with

New England furnishing statesmen qf marked power

around about, Boston, so long as her ideals could boast a
measure of substantial practicality, led the nation with a
restraining and beneficial Puritanical rein..

"

But New York is now the literary center. Its news-

papers undoubtedly lead public sentiment, and, what is
more, its sensational newspapers, not the conservative ones.

The other evening the Union League olub of 'Brooklyn
gave an entertainment, the men below at tables, the wives

and sisters above In the galleries to witness the good cheer.
t

Part of the evening's diversion was furnished by a vaude-

ville company. Among the company was Violet Dare, a
pink and white star of astounding grace and beauty of
limb. She appeared in a very short skirt, in black stock-

ings held with1 pink bows. Some of the wives and sisters
v

gasped a little and quickened the pace of their conversa
tion. Violet disappeared and in a still shorter
skirt, the. pink bows now fully revealed and pronounced.
There was applause from the diners. There was a stilling
quietude in the gallery. Again a disappearance and a re-

appearance on the part of Violet Dare, and the third time
with a greater brevity of skirt than before. Only the more
sap-head- men applauded. The'gallery was suddenly, in-

dignantly emptied, and the older men at the table hissed.
You will find in New York columns devoted to intrigue,

liaisons and engagements. In a New York theater a French
importation, Anna Held, is singing a song entitled, "I
TVoufd Like to Have a Photograph of That," in which is
related the experience of a married man who, feeling lone-
some, makes an engagement through a newspaper column,
and meets with a fair blonde, who raises her veil, while he
falls over in a fit, and Miss Held would like to have a pho-

tograph of that The woman who raised her veil was his
wife. The music of the skit is furnished by Reginald De
Koven, one of (the- - nation's leading composers. The words
are by a leading librettoist.

The galling circumstance in all this is that New York
dominates the country, in setting our fashions, out literary
standards, our dramatic ideas, and, heaven help us, main-

tains the largest churches in the nation.
As Boston can no longer prove equal to a mental

fruition capable of putting forth more than a mystic relig-

ious creed, a fake cure, or an Atkinsonian .political spasm,
we must despair of a return to the leadership of Boston,
and, until we find another metropolis of greater morality to
follow, hope tha--t the groat vigorous virtue of the United
States will resist the cankering influences of Gotham.

- Importance of Colonel Pilcher's Victory.
Colonel Pilcher's defeat of the Boers at Orange river

last aidnday is probably the most important event which
has yet, transpired in the Boer-Britis- h war. By strategic
moeinents he put to flight a considerable body of en-

trenched Boers, at the head of mounted Queenslanders and
Canadians. The importance of this action does not lie prin-

cipally in the success of it, for it is an insignificant skir-

mish, but in the fact that it is the first triumph of English
arms, and was the work of the men from the provinces.

Following this will come a general flattering exploita-
tion of the English provincial railrtary, to the exclusion of
recommendation of home military bodies. Trie Canadians
wHl believe that the success of the war rests with the gal-

lantry of the Canadian corps, the Australians will insist
that it is the prowess of men from the baby continent
that is turning the scales In Britain's favor. This senti-

ment, which will be carefully and enthusiastically encour-

aged from London, will quickly coalesce the provinoes ai
over the world into a staunch unity for British success.

Such a consummation has seemed necessary to British
safety during the past few weeks. The only thing which
holds Great Britain together is the prestige of imperial
might, the feeling of the provincials that it is good to be- -

long to a great nation. Successive defeats by a nation con-

sidered small and Insignificant, meant, if not segregation
of the several parts of the British empire, then at least a
dissatisfaction which would have amounted to distinct and
eventually fatal weakness. India is not far from the brink
of .revolt. Volunteering in Ireland today is practically con-

scription. The French element in Canada is restive. Cape
Colony is dangerously near insurrection. But when the
cry goes around the world that imperial Britain owes her
salvation to the provincial military, the provinces wttl grow

in p cip and cohesion, and ats Colonel Pilcher has taken an
initUu. e which will be followed undoubtedly with sianilar
fe-t- all chance of the great empire's issolution is removed
from the range of possibilities.

. o
Chicago's Great Drainage Canal.

TWtbln a few miles southwest of Chicago is a divide
belacn the valley of tie Mississippi aad the basin of Lakg 1

Mh.gan. Chicago, by an outlay of ?33,ttW.0flft, pierced.
Tu's3o this divide, causing the water o the Chicago!

ricr. "u.bUh has gone into Lake Michigan, to ran late a
trUtdij of the Mississippi irer. Hitherto Chicago has
ptliai d Lake Michigan, from which it took its drinking
vu i bj peuag Now the sewage follows the new canal

down ''lK.ujfh tls- - dn de inu the Mississippi vatttey. It is
to In ic 1 also a'u- - a v.hile far i taip canaL

J i niwst r i kn iw tuat the practicability of this
en-- is seen - xto hundred years agxx History givs
p- - 1 u. for if puargest.on t Pore Joliet. In August,
lf7' h ' e .an pasiij g- - to Florida in boats and.
bs j. j,o vi aavi'tor. There woutd be but one Canal to
Irak1, ' tiuttin., or one-ht-ii acue of prairie, tj pass
! - Lake r in Illinois I - Loais r:er" .And br
th h. :. cant tv. ' ntical cut that has been made by the
t
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between the northern and southern" waters of the United
States. If the people of the United States ought ever to

unite in opening any channel of communication, it is that
by the Illinois river and Lake Michigan. If the various
points from St. Louis to Buffalo were united by commer-

cial facility a numerous population would be the immediate
consequence."

The feeling in favor of such a canal as is now an accom-

plished fact cropped out at intervals In the most unexpected
places. C. F. Hoffman, a New York editor, visited Chicago
in 1833, and writing to the Knickerbocker Magazine, said:
"There is one improvement to be made, however, in this
section of the country, which will greatly influence the per-

manent value of property in Chicago. I allude to a canal
from the head of Lake Michigan to the head of steam navi-

gation on the Illinois, the route of which has been long

since surveyed."
The first, step looking towards the construction of a

canal was taken away back in 1S16, when a treaty was
negotiated with' the Indians, whereby the latter ceded to the
government a strip of land about twenty miles wide ex-

tending through the Desplaines and Illinois valleys from
Chicago to Ottawa. This grant, containing 9,911,411 acres,
was ceded for a trifle, on the understanding with the

a canal should be built, and that it should
redound greatly to their benefit, but few of them lived to
see even the old Tllinois and Michigan canal.

In 1825 the legislature incorporated the Illinois and
Michigan Canal association, and granted it extraordinary
privileges. When the construction of the canal was finally
assured, western immigration received a great impetus,

and the population of Illinois was nearly doubled in five
years. But the actiial construction of the canal was de-

layed many years, and no less than forty acts were passed
by the legislature relating to the subject. The formal
opening of the Illinois and Michigan ship canal took 'place
on. April 22, 1S4S, and was celebrated with much rejoicing.
Its total cost was $6,537,251.

For years congress was xirged to build a practical ship
canal between Lake Michigan and the Mississippi, and the
matter was agitated in almost every state in the Union,
but all to no effect, The representatives from Ohio and
Indiana were the dogs in the manger, they taking the stand
that the project was for the benefit of a single state. The
scheme received a little impetus during the civil war, and
one bill presented authorized the construction of a ship
canal for the passage of armed and naval vessels from- - the
Mississippi river to Lake Michigan, "and for no other pur.
poses." but nothing came of it.

Europe's Loss of Coin.
The Imperial Bank of Germany is not alone in Issuing

reports that show retrogression. The cables assert that
the metal stock of the bank is 71,000,000 marks less than a
year ago: Nearly every bank shows a similar condition, 'and
the most discouraging feature for them is that the decreasa
is chiefly in the gold stock, while often there has been an
increase ln the holdings of silver. The decrease has, how-
ever, not been a matter of a recent development, as seems
to be the general impression. On the contrary, the' Euro-
pean banks have been losing ground steadily for at least
five years. The Bank of France shows a decrease in mone-

tary stock during that period of $12,000,000, while the note
circulation has increased nearly $100,000,000. The German
bahk has lost $70,000,000 of its coin and has issued $26,000,000

more of notes. The Italian banks have increased their cir-

culation $12,000,000, but have $3,000,000 less in their vaults.
The Russian and Austro-Hungaria- n banks show increased
monetary stocks, butthese are exceptional cases, accounted
for in the former instance by the industrial conditions and
the accumulation of a large reserve by the government
for emergencies, wjhile the capital invested in the latter
has been much increased." Even the Bank of England's re-

serve has fallen $23,000,000, with $15,000,000 more notes in
circulation.

But the condition in America Is entirely different. The
associated banks of New York have nearly $50,000,000 more
specie ithan five years ago, and the aggregate holdings of
cash in the national banks of the United States has in-

creased 40 per cent.

The Way to Settle It.
At last there is some hope that the Sampson-Schle- y dis-

cussion Aill really die out. Senator Wellington of Mary-

land, one of Rear Admiral Schley's staunchest friends, will
agree to the adoption by the senate of a resolution giving
the thanks of congress to Rear .Admiral Sampson and
Schley, in the order named, for the victory over Cervera's
fleet at Santiago. When the bill reviving the grade of vice
admiral comes up, the two S's will be nominated for the'
grade by the president.

There is nothing on land or sea that Lord Roberts is
afraid of except a black cat. We have furnished the Brit-
ish with mules for this war, and if the Boers will give the
word, we can also stock them up on black cats.

' On the stage in London the other, night, Lilly Langtry
wept real tears, the cause being that she had just said
good-by- e To her husband, who was off for the wars. The
tears being real did not affect tne audience.

--O-

There is hardly a probability that Cornish poisoned
Mrs. Adams, but he is a man of low mentality and his
hounding of his enemy, Molmeux, whom he wants to hang,
is a sorrowful spectacle.

John D. Rockefeller bkls fair to surpass the Rohtschilds.
The Vanderbilts and Goulds he can crush at will. He Is
worth SSlo.OGO.QOO, and. it is asserted, is master of the money
market of the world.

.- -

Frofessor Metchnikoff claims to have discovered a serum
which will baffle old age. But that is nonsense, of course.
Death is still back of the home plate, waiting to take all
of us hot on! the bat.

"Capt." Leary of Guam has found that peonage is con-
trary to the Constitution of the United States and has
knocked this Spanish style of slavery galley-wes- t. Leary is
a brick.

Ingalls thinks that Tom Reed was forced out of the
sakership. It was fortunate ffrr Reed's opponents that

J this discovery is made after Reed is out beyond recall.

The New York man ho shot his wife In mistaking Iier
for a burglar is erased with grief. Compared to a reaolvfer.
a burglar is a saXe thing to have in the house.

Pilcher does not seem to be a Baron, or a Losd, or a Sir.
But he can fight Great Britain will probably reward him
by permitting him to kiss some duke's hand..

j
The British lion is getting- over the notion that he is a

locamatUe. He is becoming Mine and is creeping up with
cushioned paws on the Boers.

Chicago s now virtually on, the Gulf tMexieo. The
gulf WQuldn' come to Chicago, so Chioagb cut a canal
connecting withj the gulf.

-- &-
" In the east Joa T), r.ojeferte of purposely
causing the Christmas panfc en Wall street The news-
papers are hisliins him.

flow but Chicago pJd the mam
result.
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Noticeably, the awtul exainltsry pnu-r-s of the
s scaare aro Kot cttitiue much ittst no- - I

Oolinel PiKher is his way through the JJoer
."faiJ bi fr mi st olig Wf nattiral lines and Great Bntaut Is nappy.
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The Last Act,
Fifille Beautenconrt danced on, the ta-

ble before fifty'Sef.jJif.rlj dearest friends,
and they jdrank 'tocher wlth great ac-
claim.

"But you haven't let us in the secre
yet, Fifille," said they. "What does this
farewell mean? IsWhere to be a tion of the United States.
slon of them? Or are you, (by a possi
bility. aoout to be married? You, who
have refused five millions in 3 our time,
speaking by' the aggregate? Come, Fi-
fille, it is impossible for a woman to re-

tire when she is making more money
with her feet than the cleverest make
with their heads! Maybe you have de-
veloped a conscience eh? lb it that you
are about to cnter a convent? Aie jou
going to be,penitential in black tights?
Tut! Fifille, it is childish of you to be
saving farewell without giving any trea-
son for it!" So went the composite
speech of many companions.

Fifille smiled gravely. Then she took
,her tiny lace handkerchief and moisten-
ing a bit of it rubbed at the rouge on
her cheek She held up the incahnadined
muslin to the contemplation of her guests.

"I shall never put any paint on ray
face again as long as I live," said she.
"But the reason for it you would hard-
ly understand. It is not remorse, for I
have nothinsr of which to repent, save
venal sins, of Murse. And those I have ,

confessed. It is not love, for I let tn.it
go by a long time ago. It is not age, for,
as you see, youth has not yet forsaken
me."

The diaphanous snowy petticoats flut-

tered like a humming bird's wing, and
abcut the svelte body drifted a scarf
light and wayward as a morning cloud.

"I. who am not suspected of philosophy,

leave the life I know for philosophic rea- -

sons. 1 wish to observe ror mysen now
real people live not mimic people like
oursehes. Xone cf jou has ever

it, but as a matter of fact I am
not stupid. TI da not aroooie, to remain
here till you pity me. I dm not going to
hear any of you saying: Roor old Fi-

fille.' when I get too stiff in the joints
for this."

She poised like a butterfly on a flower,
and it seemed as if she 'were about to
disappear through the bellow ered celling
of the room.

"Brava! Brava! Xlxquisite! Encore'"
But the famous dancer bowed somewhat

sadly, and, excusing herself, she quitted
the room for a short time. When she

she was clad in a severe brown
traveling suit. A plain toque covered her
straight, brown hair her own hair. There
was neither red nor white upon her face
which nature had not placed there. In
her(hand was a little traveling bag.

"Adieu, adieu!" she cried. She ran from
one to the other, shaking them by the
hand and kissins them. She wept, toov
and save little reminders of old times
now to this one and now to that. Before
thej could realize it she was gone. They
never any of them saw her again. xThey
never solved the mystery of her disap-
pearance. It was a nine year's wonder.
It was a thing to talk about at mututinal
suppers thote weary, noisy meals that
ended with the dawn. But out of the
many cuesses hazarded no one cuessed
the truth and it never occurred to any
one to believe what the danseuse had told
them.

Up in Maine there is a certain coast
town that looks down from bluffs upon
the sea and across sloping meadows to a
wide and wayward river. The fields are
old and have been worked too long. The
wharves are rich in old tales, but the
vessels that tie' up at them now are com-
paratively few. Everybody knows every-
body else, and the people have so mar-
ried and intermarried that when a family
partj is given it is difficult to avoid in
viting the whole village.

community i tired.
day a whom knew.n the den, after the
spite modesty bearing a In,
tne of her obvi- - , they two won
ously the manner of cities about hor. She
bought a cottage fpr herself and furnish-
ed it with simplicity. The ladies ,who

could thefew t 110 was e.- -
L i . . . t MHnM. tpi&ces of china, nor with the moderation

of the decorations. ,Eery thing was in
good taste. Everything betokened a com-
fortable condition of the purse. Notliing
spoke of or extravagance. vAt
first the callers talked
town, the social life, the old traditions,
the historic spots. They were frank and
confidential. Then thej exacted a return.
Thqy endeavored to probe the mystery of
this woman's life and to find why. .she
had come "among them. They were pre-
pared for some concealment. It had

on all hands that the woman was
a mystery and was likely to remain puch.
But they met with a There was
no concealment. The premiere danseuse
told them her story from beginning ito

and them sympathize with it,
too.

There was, indeed, a covert gnvy in the
attitude of some of these women toward
hei. The easy manners, the charming ad-

dress, the inimitable grace of movement
they had never seen the like nnd they

coveted the lady these poseessjons. It '

would not be true to say tha they felt
perfect confidence in 'her. They felt a

'deep interest in, her; she fascinated every
one she met, that had been her custom ;

from time immemorial. It had, in fact, ,

been her profession. But the good ladies
waited with some apprehension for the
time when the dancer would give them
h. disagreeable Surprise. was sure
they felt, to outrage' the conventions
some. time. They were not prepared to
say that they would blame it was '

a thing to be expected. !

But the months went by ouietij. Fifille
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Outlines of Oklahoma.
The Guthrie Capital that Okla-

homa can should have cotton mills.
close of the old year In Oklahoma,

saw several weak retail firms go under.
Judge Keaton thinks that the expan

sion idea in with the
succes- -

Judge has moved a
house from Caldwell to Enid, and it Is

in course of reconstruction.
Tigers, football team of Arkansas
now claim to be the champions of

southern Oklahoma.
Peery claims that all

Bohemians in Oklahoma are against the
Republican on the expansion Issue.

Dennis Flynn and A. H. Classen of
Oklahoma in high attended
the New Year's reception at the White
House. ,

The excursion of the Memphis wholesale
men will arrive in Oklahoma City
the Choctaw January 9, and remain
for the day.

Bond, a saloonkeeper at
fallen heir to $2,O00.COQ, an Iiish es-

tate. came He bet-
ter lasso money at

This evening Governor Mrs. Barnes
give a reception for Mr. and Mrs. Carl
JHavighorst. Invitations read "to
the friends of the groom and bride."

About the only thing Judge
in common with the Democratic

party nowadays, to a superficial observer,
is the fact that ho was born in Mary-
land.

of the federal at
wished their on New Year's

happy returns." Hie was kind
enough to wish them back the same
thinir.

Major Stout, the new agent at Darling-
ton, has arrived and the goods of the
government are made over to him,
a transaction which will consume about
twenty days.

of the Twentieth Kan-
sas has Rider
that a considerable part of the
regiment will the Riders'

in Qklahoma City, next June.
The young men of Guthrie have draft-

ed resolutions with the year that
for a twelve-mont- h they the
girls gum, dance darlings guar-
antee them a good time all

It is announced that the operation on
deformed of litt.e Bessie Nash

of Chandler, in a Institution,
was successful, and that the little girl

have use of her hereaf-
ter."

Probate Judge Asa Jones, who refused
to get out of "bed to marry an
couple at Oklahoma City, not be
exiled from the territory. He put
up the plea that he suffering

from the toothache.
George McFariand. cf

the Free Homes League of Custer coun-
ty, called a meeting at the town-
ship school houses county for
Saturday," at which opened "Free
Homes Letter Writing Schools."

In a plea for homes the Manches-
ter gives a tbuching of
the poverty of part of the Strip short-
ly after the opening. a narrative

tells of bare-foote- d children,
in the middle of winter, Is likely to

t
make a many the Journal's read-

ers wince. There are a many dis-

comforts in every pioneer's life, but he
them at last In most cases

it is a difficult matter to get to
them.

Arapahoe Bee: C. B. Wood, Roy
Ernest Peck went on a wolf hunt

Christmas. They found a den dug
for a short time, being full-blo-

Into this there camepne Irishmen, 'soon became Then they
woman nobody shot and smoke

of the of her And cleared little ventured to peer
quietness attire she.lhad sure saw gunning

end

'(her;

lost

appear-
ed

discover

jailor

attend

eyjes tnem. a regular
British-Bo- er bombardment was Immedi-

ately opened tip on den kept
called .find no fault with until their ammunition about

made

from

naustcu. A. ouuuous letuuuvnuuw ui
force wa3 then made and two wolf

es to be two gun-wa-

lodged close together when the
shots. were llred the The boys
are showing symptoms of their nerv-ou- s

excitement.

Along the Kansas Nile.

There be a total of the sun
in Kansas on May 2S, from 6 a. to S

a. m.
Allen, the private secretary of

the governor, suggests James Troutman
for United States

W. A. Badwell of the Brooklyn
says the most called-fo- r book at
institution is "In His

Miss of Herrington, Kansas,
was given, a Christmas from
her grandfather, a check for $400.

Chicago's new drainage is deep
to float ships, owing the

that no Colorado irrigationists lo-

cated on its banks.
Arkansas City Traveler remark

that when Agulnaldo's mother asks:
"Where my wandering boy tonight?"
the American officers at Manila do
all speak at

is reported Isaac fteed of Sum-
ner county, whom Governor Stanley par-
doned out of the penitentiary because
he was dying, of pxiaoa
the picture of health.

opera house t Atckisoa took fire
before the audience the other

Beautencourt went her way un- - ftnu tfte audience did not stampede. Ttoia

toward of any j greatest com.pnment ever psra to
daj morning, garmented black, Jie the people of Atchison,
knelt at the church upon These la a distinct in state
the hill the with the holy ver the 'failure of the Wizard 011

Its steeple. invited neighbors pany. basis of Kansas' dramatic
to dine with her on that and walked tastes was formed by the Oil cem-abre-

in the afternoon with little fanys street
dren. read by her pine fire, beneath There were six snow in northern

shade of her veranda. Weekdays sas last December on December 13,

she early, directed her small do- - 24, Tt and 31 In 1808 the snows of the
imestic affairs, and then busied herself winter earn 00 and 2.
with the unpretentious he had November 31, S 27 aad December 5.

started. One was a small day nursery for j The antl-Lela- osgaalzaUon of To-t-

children the women Hvorkefl pgfca bounced ante Smith aa c--i

the .Another was retarv and elected in aia J. G.
a home for the sailor. Anotb-- Wood. Regular quart era to an offlc
er was a circulating public library-- an building In Tupeka are by
enterprise of which aorninuniiy this organization
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I Muslin Underwear I

? The make and finish of the garments offered in this, our
Great Annual Sale, appeals to the most critical buyer. Perfect
shapes, full sizes, and elaborate trimmed, at prices le.es
than the materials alone can be bought for.

w Aninspection will convince you that this is the 'best offering
in UndermusHns ever made in Wichita.t -

0 Tabic No. 1 at 25c and 35c
Tabic No. 2 at 4Sc.
Tabic No. 3 at 59c

1 Tabic No. 4 at 73c
4 Tabic No. 5 at 98c
I Tabic No. 6 at

I Tabic No. 7 at

) Among the better goods we shovr them as fine as .$5. All
garments left from this sale will go in our regular stock at 25 per
cent advance of the orices

Effects of the

Remnant i&jL

in the
Cloaks...

FQrty-doll-ar Canadian Seal Jackets, lined tvithgSkin-ne- r
satin, made in the height fashion, $28.

Eleven-dolla- r Kersey Jackets; color, mode in various
shades ; all silk lined, several styles, several sizss
$6.50.

Fur Collarettes
for Less than Makers' Prices. -

wJ Lad

Jfelw Co
$ pma feP fees.

Ladies'

Jersey ribbed, fleece lined,
fashioned, worth 50c, for

33 Cents.
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Opens its Winter Term January 1900.

Enrollment Term Jttst Closed 327.
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