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88 Be examined it he shook his head
4 Neither he nor his master had yet

- Long Sin went over to a desk and

{ Presested in Collsboration With the Pathe Piryers and the Ecloctic Film
- . Al

right, 1914, U 1he Siar C

are my«ificd by a
other  ric.es,

the criminal is t1 ¢ warh.

pent {0 tnec vier'ms,

hand.” Thna lat-

W
-

.

g

4
Ei?

- B

!

S 1
.

i
.; 8

{138

SERGNY:. DUt

tég!“
.

i

i

2‘

<!
S :

z

‘h"‘:E:. 2= !:-‘ 2 'r."
£ 3. '_ .l‘ P

g

“of his master. Anyone
ppened to glance up at the

yom the roof and went to

t of Wu,
e, he paused for s few
e in wonder at the cryp-

# Bennett, as-the Clutching
/hildden. He wore it, strange-
«over his Index finger, and
- u_f.- ;

sen able to fathom the significance of

stelen in on the mission which

opened a secret box In which Wu had

T

1

&

¥

placed  several puckages of money

e 4

—

name Chong Wah Tong, thinking of | au ica from the waltcr and was golng
the investigation which the coromer|:!«

The Explots of Elain

By ARTHUR B. REEVE
Tie Well-Known Novelist and the

I—

with which to bribe thosé whom he
wished to get into his power. It was
Long Sin's mission to carry out this
scheme, 80 he packed the money ianto
a bag, drew his coat more closely
about him and left the room. ;

No sooner had he gone than the sec-
retary hurried into the room, paused a
moment to make sure that Long Sin
was not coming back, them hurried
over to a closet near by.

From a secret hiding place bhe drew
out & small bow and arrow. He sat
down at a table and hastily wrote a
few Chinese characters on a plece of
paper, rolling up the note into a thin
quill which he inserted into a prepared
place in the arrow.
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which were many quaint and valuable
Chinese ornaments in gold and silver

The subtle Chinaman stood by the
plle of hangings on the counter which
Elaine had bought, overjoyed at such
a large sale. Praising the ring to
Elaine, he turned insinuatingly to Ken-
nedy. There was nothing else for
Cralg to do—he bought the ring, and
the Chinaman proved his ability as a
merchant.

From the curio shop where Elaine
had completed her purchases they
drove to Kennedy's laboratory.

We were in the midst of planning
the entertainment when a slight cough
behind me made me start and turn
quickly.

There stood Long Sin, the astute
Chinaman who had delivered the
bomb to Kennedy and had betrayed
Bennett. We had seen very little of
him since then.

Long Sin bowed low and shuffied
over closer to Kennedy. [ noticed that
Elaine eyed Long Sin sharply.

“lI am In great trouble, Professor
Kennedy,” began Long Sin In a low
tone. “You don’t know the Chinese of
this city, but if you did you would
know what blackmailers there are
among them. I have refused to pay
blackmail to the Chong Wah Tong and
since then it has been trouble, trouble,
trouble.™

‘| suddenly and look at her hand.
| was the ring-~the ring which, un-

Kennedy looked up quickly at the

HONOLULLU §

had asked him to make into the mur-
der. He and Long Sin moved a f{ew

‘| steps away, discussing the afair.

Elaine and I were still talking over
the entertainment.

She happened to place ber hand on
the desk near Long Sin. My Luck was
toward him and I did not sec hlin stant
Oz it

known to us, Long Sin had found v
the passageway under Aunt Tatdy's
garden, of which he had bLeea 150004,

Long Sin decided to recover the 1iug
by stealth. :

Elalne was still talking enthusigst
tically about her party, whez Loag Sin
turned from Kennedy and moved to-
ward us with a bow.

“The lady speaks of an Oricutal re-
ception,” he remarked. “Woula <¢hd
care to engage a magiclaa?”

Elaine turned to him surprized. “Dn
you mean that you are & magiclsal”
she asked, puzzled.

Long Sin smiled quietly. He reach=d
over and took a small bottle fro Nen-
nedy's laboratory table. Holdlnz it in
his hand almost directly before «=, ae
made a few slight-of-hand passes aad,
presto! the bottle had disappeared. A
few more passes, and a tesi tula ap-
peared in its place. Before we know it
he had caused the test tube to disap-
péar and the bottle to reappcar. We
all applauded enthusiastically.

“l don't think that is such » cag
fdea after all,” nodded Kenuedsy to
Elaine.

"It was the night of the 1eception.

» | The Dodge library was traasformed,

The Oriental bangings which Elaine
and Kennedy had purchased seemed
to breathe mysticiam. At the far ead
of the room a platform had been ar-
ranged to form a stage on which Long
Sin was to perform his sleight of hand.
' Almost everybody had arrived when
Elaine turned to the guests and intro-
duced Long Sin with a little speech.

I shall not attempt to describe the
amasing series of tricks which he per-
formed. His hands and fingers seemed
to move like lighting.

‘He had finished and every one|

crowded about him to congratulate
him on his skill. His only answer,
bhowever, was his inscrutable smile.
“This is wonderful, wonderful,”™ I
repeated as I happened to meet Elaine
alone. We walked into the conserva-
tory while the guests were .crowding
around Long Sin. She seated herself
for the first time during the evening.
“May I get you an ice?” I suggested.
She thanked me, and I hurried off.
As I passed through the drawing room
I did not notice that Long Sin had

managed to escape further congratu-
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1o eWrectic 1 of -the conservatory.
TiRere e ivaiid her. -

“Woik'l yus take this ice?™ he asked,
Landing ‘t 10 her.

“It i3 very kind of vou.,” she sald,
“bat I have aiready sent Walter for
ve”

Heaned 12ulistee cud she took it

tihwm a3 dAlreacy saried o eat it
whut ! appcated jo the doorway.

Ranosay isughec, miher pleased at
Laviig “edtes me. ’

“iTever mind, Walter,” he sald with
a ol “Ill laZe it. And er—I don't
wiire <nsl ¥iaiue will object if you
piay iae nost for a little while with
Auzi Jusophite,” Le hinted.

Keaaedy, however, was not alone.
Back in (%o palms in the conservatory
two Lealy biack eyes. were eagerly
watching.

Coatting with aniination, Kennedy
JAstcd the fce. He had taken only a
coaple of spoonfuls when a look of
woader and horror seemed to spread
uver his face. ;

e rose quickly., A cold sweat
seemed to break out all over him. His
aerves almost refused to respond.

ilo took only a few steps, began to
o agger, and finally sank down on the

or.

Elaine screamed.

We rushed in from the library and
dawing room.

He bad fallen pear the fountain and
oxe hand drooped over into the water.
As he fell back he seemed to have
cnly jyst enough strength to withdraw
his hand from the fountain. On the
stone coping, slowly and laboriously,
he moved his finger.

“What's the matter, old man?” 1
asked, bending over him.

There was no answer, but he man-
aged to turn his head. and I followed
the direction of his eyes.

With trembling finger he was trac-
ing out, one by one, some letters. I
looked and it flashed over me what he
meant. He had written with the water:

“Digitalin—lab"—

1 jumped up and almost without a
word dashed out of the comservatory,
down the hall and into the first car
waiting outside. - .

“To the laboratory,” I directed, giv-
ing the driver the directions, “and
drive like the deuce!” ‘

Fortunately there was no one to
stop us, ‘and I know we broke all the
speed laws of New York. 1 dashed
into the laboratory, almost broke
open the cabinet, and seized the bot-
tle of digitalin and a hypodermic
syringe, then rushed madly out again
and . into, the car. - -

Meanwhile some of the guests had
lifted up edy, too excited to no-
tice Long Sin in his hiding place.
They had laid Craig down on acouch
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The Two Chinamen Are Surprised to See the Mystic Rlﬁg on Elaine's Finger,

lations of the guests. Just then a wait-
er passed through with ices on a tray.
I called to him and he stopped.

A moment later Long Sin himself
took an ice from the tray and retreat-
ed back of the portieres. No one was
about, and he hastily drew a bottle
from his pocket. On the bottle was a
Chinese label. He palmed the bottle,
and anyone who had chanced to see
him would have noticed that he passed
it two or three times over the ice, then,
lifting the portieres, entered the draw-
ing room again.

He had made the circuit of the
rooms in such a way as to bring him-
self out directly.in my path. With a
emile he stopped before me, rubbing
both hands together.

“It is for Miss Elaine?” he asked.
~ I nodded.

By this time several of the guests
who were fascinated with Long Sin
gathered about us. Long Sin fluttered
open a Chinese fan which he had used
in his tricks, passed it over my hand,
and in some incomprehensible way I
felt the plate with the ice literally dis-
appear from my grasp. My face must
have shown my surprise. A burst of
laughter from the other guests greeted
me. I looked at Long Sin, half angry,
yet unable to say anything, for the
joke was plainly on me. He smiled,
made another pass with the fan, and
instantly the plate with the ice was
back in my bhand.

Meanwhile Kennedy had been mov-
ing from one to another of the guests
seeking Elaine. He had already taken

and were endeavoring to revive him.
Someone had already sent for a doc-
tor, but the aconite was working
quickly on its victim.

I scarcely waited for the car to
stop in front of the house. I opened
the door and rushed in.

Without a word I thrust the anti-
dote and the syringe into the hands
of the doctor and he went to work
immediately. We watched with anx-
iety. Finally Kennedy's eyes opened
and gradually his breathing seemed
to become more normal.

The antidote had been given in time.

® k) L L L L ]

Kennedy was considerably broken
up by the narrow escape which he
had bad, and, naturally, even the next
morning, did not feel like himself.

In the excitement of leaving
Elaine's we had forgotten the bottle
of digitalins

Eennedy looked rather wan and
peaked, but insisted on going to the
laboratory as usual,

“Do you remember what became of
the bottle of digitalin?” he asked,
fumbling in the closet.

Mechanically I felt in my own pock-
ets; it was nat there. I shook my
head.

“I don't seem to remember what be-
came of it—perhaps we left it there.
In fact, we must have left it there.”

“I don’'t like to have such things
lying around loose,” remarked Ken-
nedy, taking up his hat and coat with
forced energy. “I think we had better

get it.”

 ———— e ———— B

Elaine had spent rather a sleeplees | turned and dashed out after Long S's

night after the attempt to polson her
which had miscarried and resulted in
poisoning Kennedy.

To keep her mind off the thing, she
had already started to take down the
decorations.

The telephone rang and Elaine an-
swered it. Her face showed that
something startling had bhappened.

gether Elaine and Aunt Josephine
hurried in.

™ © @ ™ w El

Kennedy went directly from
laboratory to®*ihe Dodge house.

I don't think I ever saw such an
expression of surprise on anybody's
face as that on Jennings' when he
opened thz door and saw us. He was
aghast. Back of him we could see
Marie. She looked as If she had seen
a ghost.

“Is Miss Elaine in?” asked Kennedy.

Jennings was even too dumfounded
to speak.

“Why, what’s the matter?” demand-
ed Kennedy.

“Then—er—you are not ill again?”
he managed to blurt out.

“Il again?" repeated Kennedy.

“Why,” explained Jennings, “didn't
Mr, Jameson just now telephone that
you had had a relapse in the apart-
ment of that Chinaman, and for Miss
Elaine to hurry over there right away
with that bottle of medicine?”

Kennedy waited to hear no more.
Seizing me by the arm, he turned and
dashed down the steps and back again
into the taxicab In which we had
come. :
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In Wu's apartment Long Sin was
giving his secretary and another Chi-
naman the most explicit instructions.
As he finished each nodded and
showed him a Chinese dirk concealed
under his blouse.

Just then a knock sounded at the
door. The secretary opened it, and.
Josephine and Elaine almost ran in.

Long Sin rose and bowed with a
smile. .

“Where is Mr. Kennedy?” demand-

[ ]
the

Then, straightening up, he faced the
two women squarely.
~ “You have a ring that means much
to me,” he said quickly. “The only
way to get it from you was to bring
you here.”

Aunt Josephine was standing with
hér back to the door leading into an-
other room. She happened to look up
and saw the secretary, who was near
her and half turned away. From
where she was standing she could see
the murderous dirk up his sleeve.

She acted instantly. Without a word
ghe summoned all her strength and
struck him.. The secretary stumbled.

“Elaine,” she cried, “look out! they
have knives.”

Before Elaine knew it Aunt Jose-
phine had taken her by the arm, had
dragged her into the back room, and,
although Long Sin and the others had

rushed forward, managed to slam the .

door and lock it.

The Chinamen set to work immed}- |

ately to pry it open.

While they were at work on the
door, which was already swaying,
Aunt Josephine and Elaine were run-
ning about, trying to find an outlet

There seemed to be mo way out
Even the windows were locked.

“l don't know why they want the
ring,” whispered Aunt Josephine, “but
they won't get it. Give it to me,
Elaine.”

She almost seized the ring, hiding
it in her waist. As she did so the
door burst open and Wu, Long Sin and
the other Chinamen rushed in.

A second later they had seized
Elaine and Aunt Josephine.

. L L L L ] L L

Kennedy and I dashed up before the
apartment house in which we knew
that Long Sin lived, leaped Out of the
car and hurried in.

It was on the second floor, and we
did not wait for the elevator but took
the steps two at a time. Kennedy
found the door locked. Instantly he
whipped out his revolver and shot the
lock in pleces. We threw ourselves
against the door, the broken lock gave
way and we rushed in through the
front room.

No one was there, but in a back
room we could hear sounds. It was
Elaine and Aunt Josephine struggling
with the Chinamen. Long Sin and
the others had seized Elaine and
Aunt Josephine was trying to help her
just as we rushed in. With a blow
Kennedy knocked out the secretary,
while I struggled with the other Chi-
namen who blocked our way.

Then Kennedy went directly at Long
Sin. They struggled furiously.

Long Sin, with his wonderful knowl-
edge of jiu jitsu, might not have been
a match for six other Chinamen, but
he was for one white man. With a
mighty effort he threw Kennedy,
rushed for the door and, as he passed
through the outside room, seized a
Tong ax from the wall.

Afraid of the wonderful jiu jitsu, 1
had picked up the first thing handy,
which was a taboret. 1 literally broke
it over the head of my Chinaman, then

just as Kennedy picked himself up and
followed. 2
1 caught up with ‘te w

we had a little struggle, but he Mman

aged DMI“’“'“‘._. a

-

‘the apartment
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so he tripped on the very edge of
the roof and went sliding down the
slates of the mansard.

Sin wanted. He started across the
rope, which he had stretched from
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“Help me, quick, Walter,” he urged,
moving toward the dlevators.

Meanwhile Long Sin had quickly
dived down 'into the hext ballding. A
few moments later he had come out on
the ground floor at the rear.

Gazing about to see whether he was
followed, he disappeared. -
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Back in the apartment Elaine and
Aunt Josephine were just about to
run out when the two Chinamen who
had been knocked out recovered. One
of them threw himself on Eiaine.
Aunt Josephine tried to ward him off,
but the other one struck her and
threw her down.

Before she could recover they had
seized Elaine,

With a hasty guttural exclamation
they picked her up and ran out. In-
stead of going downstairs they crossed
the hallway, slamming the door behind
them.

As Kennedy and I reached the
ground floor we saw the janitor and
one of the elevator boys on either side
of Aunt Josephine. >

“Elaine! Elalne!"™ she cried.

“What's the matter?” dJdemanded
Kennedy, leaning heavily on me.

“They have kidnaped her,” eried
Aunt Josephine.

Kennedy pulled himself together.

“Tell me, quick—how did it hap-
pen?” he demanded of Aunt Joseph-
ine.

“It was the ring,” she cried, hand-
ing it to him,

Kennedy took the ring and looked
at it for a moment. Then he turmed
to us blankly.

All the rooms wera empty.

Elaine had been spirited away.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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