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ATTORNEY WRITES UPON PEONAGE:
TELLS OF COURTINTERPRETATIONS STORM RAGESON  SUFFRAGE AND -

L. L. Burr Discusses History
of This Form of Servitude
in United States

By L. L. BURR

Judge Stuart in his decision in the
0. A. Steven case, and agein in his
recent letter to the President of the
United States, proclaimed, in effect,
that peonage existed in the Territor:
of Hawaii, United States of Americsa
and also intimated that the present
governor and chief justice of the =u-
premo court were in a measure respoin-
tible,

Just what
history of its existence in the Uniied
States is here given:

Origin of the Terms Peon 2nd Peonage

The word “peon™ is Spanish. Iu
Spanish-American countries it is the
commen term applied to common li:-
borers, especially common laborers
who work for the government, road
laborers, for instance, anc (o thosc

i
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for which he really should be punis
ed, but whether some man wanted !
the negro’s labor; and when his labo

was wanted they got him.

4
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| Well Known People of the South Con-

. of

peonage is and a brie!

victed of Pecnage.

Ameng those cenvicted of peonage |
was Jolin W, Pace of Alabama, known
as the father of peonage, friend of!
Roosevelt and pardoned by -Roosevelt
in 1906; Edward MeCree, a member |
of the Georgia legislature and cwner |
21000 acres of land. He plead!
gulity o thirteen charges, and while|
he was anly fined a thousand dollars
cn the first charge, vet it might be
noted that had MeCUree been given
the limit of the law, five vears" im-
prisoniment and  $5000  fine, hi

'sentence wontld have totaled sixty-five |

! five officers of the

vears and his
(00 In 18406 a United
judge at Pensacola, Flerida, sentenced !
Jackson Lumber |
(‘o., one of the largest concerns of iis,

States

| kind in the country, to seven years in |

working on large estates or planta- '

tion. The mere fact that a laborer is

called or designated as a peon does |

not imply that the laborer is under any
condition of involuntary

servitude. |

Mexican law, also the laws of New!
Mexico, ignored the word “peon” and !

aglways used the term “servant” when
dealing with labor.
The English meaning of the word

the penitentiary.
The most noted peonage case, and
the one that determined the consti-!
tutinnality of the laws of Alat‘amuT
that made peonage possible, was the
case of Alonzo Bailey vs. Alabama.
Peonage Decision of Justice Hughes.
This was the case in which Jus-|

| tite Hughes, now candidate {or presi-|
| Cent of the United States, wrote the

i= pot the same as in Spanish, for !

English it {8 used to imply a condi-
tion of bondage or serfage. A condi-|

tion of servitude whereby the peon is !

bound to labor for his employer.
the case of Alonzo Bailey wvs. Ale-
bama, Justice Hughes defined peon-
age as: “Peonage is a term descriptive

of a condition that existed in Spanish |
in Mexiro, |

America and especially

In |
{ court refused the wriL

The essence of the thing is compui- |

sory- service in payment of debt.

for his creditor until the debt is paid.” |
Peonage in New Mexico ]

When the Territory of New Me:ico; and from there carried to the supreme

‘\E writ was denied on an error.
pecn is one who is compelled to work | case was then 4ried, and Bailey was

decision. The facts of this case were
briefly as follows: Alonzo Bailey was |
arrested in April, 1908, for breaking!
a labor contract. Habeas corpus pro-|
ceedings were instituted, but the trial
The matier |
was earried to the supreme court of |
the state of Alabama, and the writ
was again refused; from there the|
matter was taken t2 the supreme
court of the United States, and the
The

convicted. The conviction was affirm- |
ed by the supreme court of Alabama,

was acquired from Mexico as a result ! court of the United States, and was

of the Mexican = war,

existed there in the same form as in| Bailey, and declared the laws under  state for India, and who was secrc
Mexico. That is, it arosée from con-! which he was convicted unconstitu- tary of state for the colonles, 1908-1(,
tract whereby the peon beéame Cound  ticnal. ,
‘ndebtedness
founded upon an advancement made | referring to the thirteenth amendment
in consideration 'of personal services,to the constitution

to his master fur an

that the peon was to perform. As}

peonage existed at first the peon

could buy his freedom by repaying'

the master what was due the master
upder the contract, also the mastér
could sell the pecn to any person who |
tared to purchase and would assume
the duties and obligations of the mas-
ter. Later, however, the law was

tered so that the contract could not
be abandoned except by mutual con-

ot. While the peon was bound to

i “mﬂw servitude, that is unless
he were able to buy his freedom, yet

he was not a slave, as slavery existed
In the South, for he was a freemau
with political as well as civil rights,
aud his children were not peons.
' the passage of the thir-
teenth amendment to the constitution
of the United _iates, tho courts of the
Territory of New Mexico released
Ppeons  from bondage on writs of
habeas corpus. But it was not all
péons that cared to «..<e advantage of
the Jaw. They had become so de-
’ ed that they did not care to be
free, snd besides their masters e
sented the new order of things. Such
was the con _in New Mexico un-
tr lﬁll'hr. "]eﬁtodaltrort.he
system, not only as it existed in, New
México, but to make the system im-
in Goer territories or states
vnion. So in 1867 Congress en-
laws to. the effect that “the
of any persoh to service or
under the system known as

peonage is ab

the same. These acts put an end to
peonage In New ..exico.
in the South.

Peonage, so cafled, néxt made- its

sppearance in the southern states.)

8C abe " and provided |
revere d for the violation of

|

But there it had little in common with
the pecnage of New Mexico, other

of ia

" - eéxample of
: the
providing
intent to injure
entered fr
contract for services, and thereby ob-

that it wes a form of involun-| just obligaticns,
saervitude, and that ft was lm::rl iuﬂeu lhtl‘tathe defendants accused of
. The laws of Alwbama | peohage should not be conmvicted for i
thé way it | enforcing, still less for threatening to
he legislature pass- | enforce, the laws of their state.”
that dny person | | :

of defraud | that the peonage deéision of Justice
& written Hughes was not the unanimous de-

tuined from his employer money or|

ciher personal property and with like
intent and without just cause, re-
fused to perform the services, should
be punished as though he had stolen
the ; or goods. On conviction
ior such offénse the defendant was
punished by a double fine. The law
aiso provided that the refusal to per-
form the services or to refund the
money was p

facie evidence of |
the intent o injure or defraud. There | eMpEROR FRANZ JOSEF

peonage ! there decided in 1911, and in favor of | Marquis Crewe, former secretary oi :

|
Justice Hughes in his decision in

of the United
Suités sald, “While the immediate
concern was African slavery the
amendment was not limited to that
It was a badge of universal freedom
for all persons of whatever race,
color or estate, under the flag. . . .
The plain intenfion was to abolish
glavery of whatever name and form
and all its badges and incidents: to
render impossible any state of bond-
age; to make labor free by prohibit-
ing that control by which the per-
sonal service of one man is disposed
of or coerced for another's benefit
whkich is the essence of involumtary }
pervitude.” i

When prosecutions were first start-
ed by federal officials in the South,
the term “pecnage” was a siranger
to the peaple there.,. They did not
know what the term meant, they had
pever heard it before, and it was not
until Judge Jones gave his famous
charge to the federal grand jury at
Montgomery, Alabama, in 1903, known
in history as the “peonage charge,”
that the ple really knew wha} the
term “peonage” meant and awoke to
the fact that the thirteenth amend-
ment of the constitution of the Unit-
ed States was being violated.

As to laws under which peonagze
exists and their application, the report
of U. 8. Ass. Atty-Gen. on Peonage
{New Ed.) p. 3, describes them as
follows: “Some of them are vag-
rancy laws, some contract labor laws,
gome fraudulent pretense or false
promise laws and divers others.
Some few of thesé in questicn, such
£s abscanding deéebtor laws, labor en-
ticing and board bill laws, were nnt
originally passed to enslave workmen.
. . . They (the laws) are used before
jurles and the local pablic to hold
the peons as Jaw-breakers and dis-
honest persons seeking to avoia their
convince patriotic |

Attention ig also ¢alled to the fact

cisicn of the supreme court of the
United States, as a dissenting opinicn
was handed down by Justice Holmes,
who by the way at the time of his
appointment was supposed to be rath-
er radical and a friend of labor.
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'VILLA BANDIT GANG HOLDS |
UP TRAIN; TAKE GUARD OF ;!
CARRANZISTAS PRISONERS'

TERRIFIC WIND  HUGHES TALKS 0

fAssociated Press Ly Pederal Wireleas)
PASO, Texas, Aug. 19--A band
Mexican revoiuti nists ae-

cording to despatches received here

MEXIEAN BuRﬂER TARIFF |SSUES X rl:“lrl 1:“:'! National way.
cn the Mexiean National Railway,

. near the city of Auguas Calientes. in

» state of that name T
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depend as much upon their printing and devel.
oping for their perfection as upon the subject
and photo artist. You are assured of proper care
in printing and developing when you leave your
films with us. We make no mistakes, and we
turn your work ont quickly and at a moderate
price.

% Hollister Drug Co., Ltd.

Agents for Eastman Kodak
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PARALYSIS EPIDEMIC
POSTPONING OPENING OF
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON, N. 1. Aung. 19, -The
openinz of Princeton [niversity
heen postponed from September 26 o

tober 10 as a precautionary meuss-
ure due to the nrevalence of infantiie |
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Protective Tariff Nceded

Address.ag distinmish»d gather
ing at the [Unicn if.eague Clab,
Hnrbes eonfined his remarks chiefly
to the urgent protective
tariff. The wis sueh &
gtrained the capacity of the club and

13 r resorts along the ccast, man)
yrivate homes also feeling the force
It is exnected tht the
height c¢f the gale has net hcen reach-
ed.
Reports
Aexis
great
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attentive
interrupted by applavse
tiens of ar proval,
Following th» address at the
i League Club, the head of the
"lican ticket appreared before a gre
meeting ol wetien in the Palace Lo
tel. His sveech on this ocrasion dealt
with enual sufiraze and Americanism,
Refterating hi=z stand on the saffraze
question. he elietted the sincere )
plause of his many hearers l
{ Strong Policy Needzd.
|  Mr, Hughes zcave it a
{ that, under proper ieadershin it won'd !
be possible for (he United States to!
attain those ideals for which the wom- |
en wepe gtrivin:, but that a policy of |
| vacillation would never accom!lish |
permapent in the way ol
 pregress. Never -4 any time in the |
| higtory of the vmt~d it |
| more pecessary to have a detinite poli- |
| cy and unswerving administration. i
The candidate addrossed  an
| menseé crowd atcthie great civie andito
| rium last night. He received a tre
]mendons ovation.

stationed to gunard the bor-
der from marauding Mexicans, have
driven from their quarters ai
Fort Brewn and are taking refuge in
the DBrownsville city hall and othal
public huildings of that town.

For the greater part of »
& terrific wind prevailed,
somewhat toward evening. l.ast nizht
it was reported that it was believed
the worst of the big blow was over
as far as that secrion was ceneerned.
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Make a profit with
yvour hens when
eggs are high 1n price

by feeding International Poultry food
all the time. Scientifically compounded to pro-
duce a balanced, egg-making ration.

California Feed Co., Ltd.

the future must
MARGCUIS CREWE GETS
IRISH PORTFOLIO
LONDON, England
ert Offley Asbburton

incinde women. 5 s
his conviction
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author of strav verses and articles on
Ireland, o8 years of age, has heen ap
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BELGIANS IN AFRICA
TAKE TEUTON TERRITORY

HARE, South Africa, Aug. 19.—Offi- | i n mrech G
’ : 5 : t} 105t vici-
cial despatches report the capture A white shark, one of the most vici

and occupation of Port Karema, in |0us of the shark family, was cAught:in

German East Africa, by a brigade of | Jamaica Bay. .
I Walter J. Hayes, Roosevell's

Belgian troops : -

military secretary, seized with
¢ramps while swimming at Oyster Bay |
and had a narrow escape from drown-
ing.

Col.

| was

Smith Tavlor was arrested at Rock-
land, Me., charged with the murder of

Judge Hollis of Centreville, Ala.

New Stock of

Sporting Goods

of Every Description

Hundreds of tons of

New Goods

brought in by recent boats.

-

Install in your workshop

a STEWART
Handy Worker

e~

Sanitor
Refrigerator

Keeping the food pure and sweet both before and
after cooking is well nigh as important, from the
standpoint of health, as the cooking itself.

The Sanitor is constructed along scientific principles
that keep the air in the various chambers constantly

circulating, dry and sweet.

.

The provision chambers are lined with

One-piece Porcelain Steel

which is as easily cleaned with hot water and soap as a porcelain wash bowl.

The Improved Drain-Pipe and Trap

excludes all warm air, dust particles, insccts, etc., from entering in that way.
We have the Sanitor metal lined Ice Chests and Refrigerators from $9.50 upward.

The handiest and most practical outfit sold. A tool
that combines several working devices in compact form.
Every farmer, owner of a home work shop, store, or garage,
plumber, etc., absolutely needs this combination tool.

Bolt it to a table or working bench and it is ready for
business.

It combines a strong, powerful, steel-faced vise, steel
pipe vise which will grip pipe up to 114 inches in diameter,
an anvil, strongly and substantially made, a steel cutting
hardie, a drill press which can be operated at two speeds,

was also a rule of evidence enforced ! net EBRATES BIRTHDAY

by the courts, to the effect that the| “peRLIN, Germany, Aug. 19.—The

ink the statulore presumption. could SSth auniversary of the birth of Fran-

ng test w gi’ PUOS, icat ' cls Joseph I, emperor of Austria and

ek e:j i nnim::mm cal | xing of Hungary, was celebrated here

ed motive, purpose.hor - | yesterday, impressive services being
Under such laws the average negro |, .. o of Hedwig's church, the cere-

3 | ;
E:fh::tc:;;:(;- tl:dise::;n?,:oﬂ:‘le monies being atiended by many diplo-

Lave money, would never pay cash for mats and military and naval officers
arything it it oonld be mnd‘QnI0!Il:rum\c'::ugent;?:annsﬁ-ﬁullwez was in

dit. A mnegro having once pur- g o » :
ore , t.attendnnoe. as were also Dr. Hellfer
chased -omeuung_ on credit all tha {ieh, American Ambassador Gerard.
wa

: | Swedish and Chinese diplomats,
negro convicted. The fine would be| ™ 1pe  Aystrian emperor's birthday

double the amount due, together with | .. ,hserved with much demonstra.

and a corundum grinding wheel.

In fact, there are a hundred and one useful things that
a person can do with this wonderfully convenient house-
hold necessity. Price $17.50.

New MEPHISTO Chisels

Complete assortments
In these top-notch wood-cutting chisels is combined a re-

No. 1 Universal Food $1.25
Chopper, . . special

for Monday and Tuesday only.
Regular $1.65. Cuts 4 different sizes.

attorney’'s fee. After

costs and an
she defendant's conviction the per-
‘son who desired his services paid
the amount of the fine and the negro-
became virtually his property until
the fine had been worked out. There
was also a Jot of laws for the break-

ing of which negroes were arrestcdw

Offenses though were really of no mo-
ment. The laws having been passed for
fhe benefit of those who desired kibor,
the guesiion nGt whether ne

wal

ueg:‘p'had committed some oﬁenus:.:»l

tion both in this citv and Vienna.

ASQUITH HINTS AT RIGHTS
FOR WOMEN AFTER WAR
LONDON, E=ngland, Aug. 19.—Pre-!
mier Asquith declared in the house of |
commons vesterday that it would be'
impossible duriag the period of the
| war to comsider any undertaking in
| volvinz a new franchise or registra
ticn reforms, |
ife implied oy 1§ Siat€mGnic il

any new franecaise bill prought up in
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containing tools for every need about an antomobile. Com-
binations from $1.50 to $8.00.

Large assortment of Lightning Screw Plate Sets for ma-
chinists and auto repairing. Just arrived.

Auto Tool Kits

markably fine quality of steel (we have seen a 4 penny nail
cut in two without leaving a nick in the chisel!) with a care-
fully reinforced hardwood handle that is expected to last
longer than the blade of the chisel, even when hammered
upon.

Sold in complete sets or singly.




