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The Maui News wishes its readers A
Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.

Proposed Changes At the meeting of the Board of Super
In County Laws. visors last Saturday the suggestion

was made that the Board request the Legislature to extend the
scope of county government. That the scope of county govern-
ment might advantageously be increased is evident to all who are
acquainted with the excellent administration of county affairs by
our energetic, capable and economical Supervisors. Just what
these changes should be, however, is a matter for thoughtful con-

sideration to every public-spirite- citizen.
The plan to bring the water-work- s under the control of the

county will meet with general approval. Under local control need-
ed extensions of the water systems could be made promptly, and
the interminable waiting on the slow motions of the territorial
authorities obviated.

It is probably all right to make the pound-master- s county ofli-cial- s,

as it is a fair presumption that a county official could round
up a stray calf as expeditiously as a territorial official could do.

lho granting of all licenses by the county would be an excellent
plan, if only for the reason that it would put a practical local
option law within the reach of any county that might wish to lake
advantage of such a law. The collection of the fines and costs of
the district courts might also very properly be . done by the
county.

We are much inclined to doubt the wisdom of the recommen-
dation that the district magistrates be appointed by the Board of
Supervisors. Any measure that would tend to make the magis-
trate a political appointee would be a blow at the intergrity of the
court. Jn this matter the Legislature cannot be too careful.

The deputy sheriffs are the sheriff's assistants, accountable to
him and under his direction. It seems reasonable, therefore, that
they should be appointed by the sheriff, and not elected.

It goes without saying that an ordinance without a penalty is a
mere mockery. The Supervisors should therefore be given power
to enforce their ordinances by the infliction of proper penalties.

The Supervisors should fix the date of their meetings with such
reference to the local steamer schedules that all their members
might attend the meetings with the least loss of time and money.

The most important subject to come before the Legislature for
consideration is the matter of changes in the school laws. If the
recommendations of the Republican Territorial Convention are
followed, the legislation will no doubt be satisfactory. If the well-know- n

Home Rule principles should prevail, and the schools be so
localized as to make them the prey of every petty politician,
the usefulness of the schools in many localities will be permanently
at an end. Even more than tbe courts the schools should be con-

ducted without reference to the exigencies of politics, and anyone
who seeks to prostitute them to political uses is the worst sort of
an enemy to the welfare of the youth of this Territory.

Without doubt all the jails should be turned over to the counties,
as their conduct and maintenance by the counties is in accordance
with American ideas of local government.

The conversion of Lahainaluna Seminary into an agricultural
(college should be acceptable to all the counties, as it is centrally
located, has excellent lands with an abundant water supply, and is
already housed in new and suitable buildings.

The construction of a belt road entirely round the island of Maui
is a measure that will have the hearty support of every resident
of Maui. This road should have been built years ago, and pro-
bably would have been built had our people been as skilled in the
gentle art of "kicking" as our neighbors ol the Rainy City.

The suggestion that the pay of certain elective officers bo raised
is but just and proper, and is in keeping with our sentiments often
expressed in these colums. More school houses and better pay
for teachers will meet with the approval of all friends of education
throughout the county.

Counties and Various propositions for the transfer of the
the Schools, schools from territorial to county control will

no doubt come before the Legislature for its consideration at the
coming session. There is no doubt that there is a demand for
the decentralization of oar school system, and for the establish-
ment of a system analogous to that which prevails in the United
States. This demand should be heeded by our legislators, and the
voice of the people should be obeyed in so far as it is definitely uid
intelligently expressed.

Care should be taken, however, not to make changes so radical
or sweeping in their character as to defeat the ends for which
schools are maintained. In demanding that our system be modeled
upon that of New York or California we should take into conside-

ration that great differences exist' between the character, history
and tendencies of the populations of those states and that of the
Territory of Hawaii. The school system of New York is the out-

growth of centuries of experience among a people practically
homogeneous in their language, customs and ideals. What may be
good for such a community is not necessarily desirable for a com-

munity like ours, which is essentially heterogeneous, and lack-

ing solidarity of interest. It should not be forgotten that our
present system, considered as a'system, is the outgrowth of long
experience in school work under the peculiar and difficult con-

ditions which prevail here. Competent and unprejudiced educa-

tors from abroad have commended our system and have expressed
doubts as to whether a more localized system would prove as j

effective. The centralization which is so complained of is in itself

a safeguard against many abuses
which so often prevail under local
control. Although instances of favor
itism and injustice have occasionally
been charged against the territorl.V
administration of schools, yet the
attitude of the Depa tment of Public
Instruction towards its employees is,
in the main, an Impersonal attitude
Teachers positions and salaries have
not generally been subject to politics,
caprice or grnft. Today, teachers
hold their positions by what is practi-
cally a civii-servic- e tenure. The
teachers who fill the various positions
are as good and as efficient probably
as can be obtained for the salaries
paid. From the central office, the
work of the schools can be adminis-
tered with a uniformity of purposs
anu enueavor impossible with any
completely localized system. Our
iegislators.in contemplating n change
should make sure of improving the
service. Cm local control provide
more liberal funds for the support of
schools? Can it procure more com-
petent teachers? Can it insure more
intelligent and disinterested admin-
istration of the difficult and serious
business of education than we now
have? These are the questions con-
tinually agitated in the most en-

lightened communities on the main-
land. And the answer to these ques-tion-

Is given by increasing centrali-
zation in school affairs not decent-
ralization. Everywhere the power
of state educational officials is being
increased; superintendents and prin
cipals are given more authority; the
township, rather than the school
district and the county, rather than
thp township is being made the unit
of administration.

Yet, with all due regard to the
advantages of centralization in Ha
waii, there are some ways in which
our present system might be modified
to advantage. There is a general
feeling that the funds appropriate
by the Legislature for the support
of education are not fairly distribut-
ed. With taxation uniform all over
the Territory, it is hard to under
stand why the capital should have
expensive buildings, luxuriously furn
ished and maintained while children
in other localities remain unhoused
and untaught for years. While od
milting the justice of thi s complaint
and the force of the argument based
upon it, we hold that the remedy lies
in a pro rata distribution of the an- -

propriution among the counties
rather than in the abolishment of the
central administration. Again, it
seems hardly fair that the member's
of the Board of Education should all
be residents of Honolulu. Each county
hould have proportionate represent

ation ou the Territorial Board, or
se auxiliary county boards might

be appointed to whom should be re-

ferred all such local matters ai the
building of new school houses, the
opening of schools, the employment
of teachers, etc., under the general
oversight and direction of the Terri
tonal Hoard.

In this important matter our legis
lature should remember that we are
largely dependent upon Congress,
whom we are importuning for aid in
this very matter of education While
Congress may be willing to assist us,
providing our schools are conducted
in some efficient mann?r by officials
of known character Midrespor.sibility,
it very likely would prove unwilling
to contribute towards the support of
an inefficient system, or one con
trolled by incompetent or ignorant
officials.

At this juncture the old adage,
Make haste slowly," applies with

especial force. Before discarding
entirely a system which is the growth
of so many years of experience It
would seem wise to amend its faults
and try whether tlie institution un
der which so much has been accom
plished may not still be useful.

Mr. C. Spiingfeld, a tourist en
route from Japan to the Coast, was a
visitor to Maui this week.

NOTICE.

By virtue of the authority in me
vested by section 1271 of It. L. Ha
wall, I will sell at Public Auction at
the liisinark Stables, Wailuku, Maui,
ou Thursday, Dec. 27, 1906, at 12
o'clock noon, for '

cf
delinquent taxes the following des-
cribed property bcluiigi.ig to Nukai
(Jap ) to wit:

One Bay Horse,
The' property to be sold can be seen

at the liisinark Stables.
JAS. N. K. KEOLA,

Deputy Tax Assessor,
Wailuku District, Maui.

Holiday

For Your Christmas

and New Year Dinners

The dnys of good cheer are now

at hand and we will eat, drink and

be merry. Consult this list of good

things.

Curtice Bros. Minco Meat,
None-Suc- Mince Meat,
Tea Garden Mince Meat,
Plum Pudding,
Cranberry Sauce,

Brandied Peaches and Cherries
Jellies, Fancy Preserved Fruits in
Jars, Bon Bons, Nuts, Fancy
Olives, Prunes, Dates, Raisins,
Oranges, Apples, Lemons, Boston
Brown Bread, Pineapple Cheese,

Sierra Cheese Fromae de Brie,
Camembert Cheese, Edam and Cali-

fornia Cream Cheese, Grape Juice
and Sweet Cider..

Yields and Quality, November I,
1906.

The Crop Reporting Board of the
Bureau of Statistics of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture finds, from the
reports of tho correspondents and
agents of the Bureau, as follows:

The preliminary , returns on the
production of corn in 1906 indicate a
total yield of about 2,881,096,000
bushels, or an average of 30.2 bushels
per acre, as compared with an aver
age yield of 28.8 bushels as finally
estimated in 1905, 26.8 bushels in
1904, and a ten-ye- ar average of 25.2
bushels. This and other preliminary
estimates of yield made at this time
are subject to such revision and "con
rection as may be tound proper when
the final estimates of the Bureau are
made next month.

Tbe general average as to quality
of corn is 89.9 per cent, as compared
with 90.6 last year, 86.2 in 1904, and
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CIGARS
Any. man who smokes will he

happy as a King to get a box of

good cigars for tho Holidays.

I have all the f.ivorise brands of

cigars packed in special holiday

boxes containing 12, 25, .Wand 100

cigars in such brands as: .

General Arthurs,
Van Dycks,
Robert Burns,
La Kama,
Preneipe de Gales.
Adelina Patti,

Other Presents for Smokers

Briar. Pipes, Clay Heads with

Cherry and Horn Stems, Small

and Long Cherry Pipes, Turkish
Cigarettes and Tobacco.

83.1 in 1903. It is estimated that
about 4.4 per cent of the corn crop
of 1905 was still in the bands of farm-
ers on November 1, 1906, as compar

ted with 3.3 per cent of the crop of
1904 in farmers' hands on November
1, 1905, 3.6 per cent or the crop of
1903 in farmers' hand on November
1, 1904, and 5.2 per cent of the crop
of 1902 in farmers' hands on Novem-
ber 1, 1903.

The preliminary estimate of the
average yield per acre of buckwheat
is 18.7 bushels, against an average
yield of 19.2 bushels as finally es-

timated in 1905, 18.9 bushels in 1904,
and a ten-yea- r average , of 18.1
bushels. The average for quality is
90.4 per cent, against 93 last year,
91.5 la 1904, and 91.4 in 1903.

The preliminary estimate of tho
average yield per acre of potatoes is
102.5 bushels, against an average
yield of 87 bushels as finally estimat
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CANDIES
Gunthcr's Fancy Chocolates,

Fruit Glaces,

French Mixed,

Taffies,

Smooth Almonds,

Lemon Drops, .

Stick Candy etc.

Perfumes and Soaps
Roger and Gal let's Vera Rose,

Heliotrope and Iris Blanc,
Pinand's Extracts,
Crown Crab Apple and V!o-lett- e,

.

Hudnut's Extreme Violette
and Assorted,

Right's Mine Butterfly,
Rickseckor's Ideal Assorted,
Colgate's and Lundorg's

HATS, SHOES, SHIRTS, NECKWEAR.
Come and Look at the. 10 cent Counter.

AENO The PIONEER
S T O R E

ed in 1905, 110 4 In 1904, and a ten-ye- ar

a'erage of 84.4. The average
as to quality Is 90 per cent, as com-
pared with 85.4 per cpnt one year
ago, 93.4, in 1904, and 86.4 in 1903.

The preliminary estimate of the
average yield per acre of hay is 1.35
tons, ogainst an average yield of 1.54
tons, as finully estimated in 1905,
1.52 tons in 1904. and a ten-yea- r

average of 1.44. Tho average as to
auaiitv is 89.9 tier opnt Auninut no a
one year ago, 92.7 in 1904, and 9L3

The preliminary estimate of the
average yield per acre of tobacco is
844.3 pounds, as compared with tho
final estimate of 815.6 nnmids in ianr.
819 pounds in 1904, and an eight
year average of 763.6 pounds. The
average as to quality is 84 5 per
cent, as compared with 87.3 per cent
one year ago, and 89.5 per cent ininni

The report also includes ' flaxseed,
rice, fruits, and various minor crops,
which are published in detail on page
50.

Sfime KJable'jCahului Slailroad Company
KAHULUI-PUUNENE-KI- IIEII DIVISICW.
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Kihei trains Tuesday only and carry freight only.

Kahului Railroad Company
AGENTS FOR

ALEXANDER & BALDWIN, ; ALEXANDER & BALDWIN, of Sailing Vessels Betweer
Sau Francisco and the Hawaiian Islands; AMERICAN-HAWAIIA- N STEAMSHIP

WILDER'S STEAMSHIP CO.

Importers and .Dealers In -- -

NOR WEST and REDWOOD LUMBER in all sizes-tro- ugh and surfaced. SASH. DOORS nd BLINE
in Cedar and Redwood. CEDRA ULDINGS nnd INSIDE FINISHING LUMBER,,ata, full line

Building material
CORRUGATED IRON, GALVANZED IRON, ZING, GALVANIZED IRON PIPE, COAL TAR,

CEMENT, OILS and PAINTS, FENCE WIRE and STAPLES: NAILS PITCH, OAKUM,
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Etc. Etc.
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