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who arc on the Wilhelmina. I
tliink it was John Guild who sug-

gested that bill hoards bo put at the
docks with a big "Welcome" paint-
ed on them, so the tourists would
feel at home on arrival . this may
be a substitute for the welcome sug-

gested by the genial man of warm-

ish hair, who looks after the pay-

ments at the Alexander it Baldwin
ollice. It's my belief that it will
give the steamship business a boost

that will call forth another and
more violent demand for the sus-

pension law.

From tho way things looked after
the close of the meeting of the har-

bor commissioners, who were dis-

cussing some proposition whereby
tho Ililo Railway would have a near- -

exclusive right lo the new wharf at
llilo, tho preferential rights business
received a discolored eye. I do not
know much of the merits of the re

quest, even if it has any, but it
seems to me there should bo no kick
from the people of llilo against any-

thing that would relieve them from
any of the numerous trusts they
have. Hut llilo is a place of itself
and there is no place on tho face of
the islands to compare with it in
natural attractions and peculiarity
of its residents.

Next to the yellow fever case that
which is causing the most surprise
and laughable comment is the dis-

covery by an employe of Wichman,
the jeweler, that a number of the
working staff had been robbing the
firm for several years of its most pre-

cious jewels. Up to the minute
about six thousand dollars worth of

the loot has been located, recovered,

in fact and part of it was in the
store of a Chinese engaged in the
same line, more in another store of

a white merchant, who deals in

trinkets from tho South Seas as well
as from the China basin. Supposed
ly a keener business man than his
fellow purchasers of the loot, he is
blamed for not inquiring of the man
who brought him tho stuff ard
learning its genesis. "lis queer,
isn't it? To enter the store of Wich-

man one is impressed by the stock
of magnificent diamonds, etc., no

better is found anywhere in tho
United States. And each article is
so well displayed that it must catch
the eye and win the admiration of
every one who goes into the store.
It might not occur to every one that
the system by which the track of all

stock is kept would be intricate. To

the business man such a thought
would not occupy his time lor more

than a moment. Now that the robbery
has taken place and nearly six thou-

sand dollars worth recovered, the
average business man will conclude
that there is no system and that the
management of Wichman's jewelry

palace considers all men honest.
Perhaps I should say "considered"
for he cannot have the same exalted
opinion of humanity after this. And
the Chinese who thrived on a
princely salary of nine dollars a
week was so saving that he took a

trip to China, bought his wife a

piano and convinced the white man
to whom he offered the stolen goods

that ho made the settings after hours
and had bought the stones during a
recent visit to China. Wouldn't
that convincing statement nonplus
the average man? And all the time
the Chinese was pilfering he lived

within the shadow of St. Elizabeth s

Home for Japanese women. Until
I read this morning that ho lived in

the nearby district, I was afraid ho

had been a member of the home.
Here's another. I have seen no

mention of contemplated arrest of

the Chinese who bought tho loot
from the fellow who filched it;
only the whito man is to come un-

der the ban. That may be because he

is supposed to have better sense than
to buy without asking, or even tak-

ing on consignment. It may come

out later that none will be arrested
in which case tho courts will be put
to less expense. When I say none,

I refer to the receivers.

Tho epidemic of divorces in Hon-

olulu seems to have come to an end

and tho judgo who made a hundred
and twenty out of a possible

is resting on his
oars and giving those suffering from
divorcitis a chanco for a now

Of course many of tho
marriages in tho cases boforo tho
court were of tho plain photographic
variety and really counted for little
outsido of immigration purposes,
and now that marriage has been
proved a failure in so many cases,
and the divorce in as many more,
each has a chanco to sit back and
smile. A majority of thejpartios of
tho first and second parts are sons
and daughters of Nippon, and in
many instances were driven to it by
the zealous disrtict attorney in tho
federal court. Ho has been a veri-

table Dan Cupid, and tho friend of
the agent who grants marriage licen-

ses. And this brings to mind a re-

mark made by Hichard Cobdcn
when he was trying successfully to
tinker the tariff in Great Britain.
His set remark on campaign, and
the one that brought him more ap-

plause than anythingihe said, was,
x iiu lauu ui Minn iiuu nuuja imvu

with tho price of corn." High price,
no marriage because tho young hus-

bands could not afford to provide
for large families. Sugar seems not
to have cut any ice in the marriage
markets of Hawaii; just plain It.
W. Breckons. Some of those who
thought they were single found they
were not, and the judgo who signed
most of tho decrees is making it
easy for them to get their divorces
legallized. But there are some who
will not get out of the scrapes they
find themselves in any easier than
Policeman Long, who managed to
pile up three spouses in as many
different sections of the country.
The first to come back was Mrs.
Dreier-Clar- k, the lady with the
youngish husband. She lost no time
and is now legally declared a single
woman by death in the first instance
and Judge Robinson in the second.

It occurs to me that in any event
the fleet, which is to leave San
Francisco for the islands this morn-

ing will probably hold off awhile
and learn conditions and possible
danger. It will be a blow to the
small retailers here if the ships pass
in the night for they have laid in a
stock of postal cards, calendars and
what not that would cover an ordi-

nary city. The non-arriv- al of the
fleet would mean a deadstock, for a
last year's calendar is of no more
value for commercial purposes than
a 'second season's birds nest. I do not
feel alarmed over the outlook- - I be-

lieve the citizens have aroused tho
masses through tho bill boards and
tho Public Service Associotion to
take hold and kill tho mosquitoes.

The Price of Sugar.

Since the beginning of tho cur
rent year the prices of all varieties
of sugar in. the wholesale markets
have more than doubled. From less

than 9 shillings tho average quota

tion went up to nearly 19 shillings
Within the last ten weeks we wit

nessed a riso of not less than 5 shil
lings per hundredweight, and even

the first eleven days of September
brought us another advancement of

2 shillings. As an explanation of

this advance the continuous drought
of this summer is pointed to, the beet
roots showing a very poor develop

ment all over Central Europe. In
deed, tho estimates of tho forthcom
ing crops aro now by a million and
a quarter below the production of

last year as far as beetroots are con

corned. Whether tho cane sugar of

the tropical and subtropical regions

may compensate to some extent for

this extraodinary shortage, is yet

uncertain. It is satisfactory that the
cane pluckers in Queensland failet
i n consequence of tho women offer
ing their services; but on the other
hand wo aro assured that tho United
States will absorb tho whole produc
tion of the West Indies. NevertliC'

so far as quick action is concerned, less wo are inclined to believo that

the fears of a dearth in tho sugar
markets are exaggerated. It is to
bo kept in mind that this year's
failure follows upon a most rich
harvest of beetroots. Tho year end
ing on August 31st is now reported
on by the statistical bureaus of most
countries. The result is shown" to
give considerably higher figures than
ever, both for the yield of beetroots
and the manufacture of sugar.

In Germany tho product is about
23 per cent higher than tho average
of the last five years, and upward of
25 per cent above the result of tho
previous year. But there is an
other reason that will prevent the
quotations running up. Wo have
nowadays such a serviceable substi
tute for sugar as saccharine. Its
prices is kept high by the heavy
duty levied on it in all agrarian
countries; but if the more nutri
tious means of giving sweetness to
our food is too dear, people will re
sort to it for tho sake of economy
Nor is it a secret that tho manipula
tions of the Parisian speculator,
Santa Marina, aro responsible for
the recent rise of prices. Tho fact
that within a few hours tho quota'
tions could rise by Vi shillings per
hundredweight is accountable for--
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only by speculative methods. Gen-

erally a reduction set in immediate-
ly because many cautious bulls rea
lize their quick gains. Fortunately
tho clearing-house- s raised tho mar-

gin deposits for investments in sugar
already. It has been remarked that
tho serious dealers have been very
reluctant in purchasing any amount
of the new crop3. They justly point
out that the visible quantity of su-

gar is not less than 51,600 tons, and
therefore 1G per cent above the avail-

able quantity at the same date of
tho previous year. It is therefore to
be expected that tho wild exaggera-
tions of tho speculation will not long
continue to dictate such exorbitant
prices as aro now arrived at. Con-

tinental Correspondence.

The Hallowe'en Party given by the
Women's Aid Society of the Wailuku
Union Church to .the members of the
Society, their families and the congrega-
tion of the Church was a highly success-

ful affair. Over sixty people were pres
ent at the Parsonage for the evening's
fun. Various stunts were gotten off.

Popcorn and lemonade were served dur-

ing the evening. Mrs. Judge Kingsbury,
Mrs. C. E. Copelaud and Miss L. Crick- -

ard presiding at the chafing dishes in
serving Welsh Rabbit.
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