
Aeroplanes A Novel
In War Device

Powers Alive to the Danger From
Tltpcf MnrtiSnpc

That tho world's powers are fully
alivo to tho important part which
aeroplanes and dorigible balloons
will play in the warfare of the futuro
is illustrated by tho efforts which
arc being made to invent a gun
which could bo used against aerial
enemies. Indeed, it is no exagger-

ation to say that there is a fortuno
waiting tho artillery export who can
produce a weapon capable of des-

troying an aoroplane, no matter
how quickly or at what height it is
traveling.

According to tho London Field,
both Germany and France havo
been partly successful in inventing
guns which are proving effective
weapons against aeroplanes. Krupp
has turned out a gun with a small
bore that takes a light projectile,
which, it is said, can bo fired quick-

ly enough to plant a bullet in an
aeroplane, even if it is flying at the
rate of 100 miles an hour. Tho bar-

rel is comparatively long, so that a
high initial velocity and a low tra-

jectory are obtained. Telescope
sights and a range finder are pro-

vided, the latter fitted with an ar-

rangement which gives tho neces-

sary elevation as the distance is read
off. During last year's French man-

euvers a special gun was used, the
invention of Captain Houpernat, in
addition to a mitrailleuse so modi-
fied that it could bo elevated at a
high angle and fired from an auto-

mobile. Further, a combined shrap-
nel and ordinary shell has been in-

troduced for use against air-craf- t.

So far, however, the effect of artil-
lery fire against balloons have been
disappointing. Captive balloons,
which wait patiently until they arc
hit, have, indeed, been brought
down; but if fiit they" are riot races'-saril-y

placed hors do combat. During
the Boer war only one case occurred
of a balloon being hit A shrapnel
shell, fired at a range of about GOO

yards, burst in front of it and made
sixty-eig- ht holes, but the balloon
took twenty minutes to como down
and was subsequently repaired.

With regard to the use of the
aeroplane in warfare, the Field has
some interesting remarks to make

In tho opinion of the man on
the street the chief function of the

- aeroplane in flight would seem to be
the dropping of explosives on the
enemy below. Naval and military
men, however think differently; but
until some further developments
take place, aerial machines are not
likely to bo in a position to inflict
any serious damage. To escape tho
enemy's fire, the aeroplane must
necessarily fly at a height at which
the accuracy, of aim is impossible

recent spectacular perform-

ances at Henley, where harmless
oranges were dropped from low ele
vations well within artillery range,
need not be seriously considered.
An explosive should be able to work
considerable destruction in the to

vicinity of the spot on
which it fell, in penetrating the
decks of ships and damaging gun
turrets and conning towers, while
arsenals, dockyarks, fortresses of all
kinds, and especially powder maga
zincs, are targets that would at once
attract the enemy.

"On the other hand, there is tho
fact that at present tho light explo-

sives which aerial machines would
be able to drop would havo very lit-

tle penetrating or destructive power;

tho machines would generally have
to descend within riflo range if they
wero to bo of any practical use,

while the difficulties of hitting any
thing from a moving platform in
tho air, at an unknown distance
from tho target, may be imagined. '

George Nunes, a blacksmith
working for tho M. A. Co., was
badly burned about the face last
Saturday. He was taken to tho
Paia hospital.

How Visitors to McManigil Had Their

Conversation Repeated.

A bit of twisted wire dangling
slantwise from an upper window led
to investigation by counsel defend
ing James B. McNamara which
convinced them that tho walls of
tho Los Angeles County Jail havo
ears, or anyway one ear, which has
heard many confidential speeches.

Tho wire run from a window in
an unoccupied collroom on tho third
floor of tho jail down to another un
occupied room on tho second floor.
Visitors who used to go to sco Ortie
E. McManigal, who was perhaps, the
Stato's mainstay in the attempt to
show that McNamara caused the
death of Charles J. Haggerty by
blowing up tho Los Angeles Times
building, saw him in the upper
room. A detective, and perhaps a
stenographer, were in tho lower one-- ;

but for all practical purposes, the
wire transported them into the very
presence of persons who talked to
McManigal while the Grand Jury
was in session. This was a declara-
tion of the defense, which, to bo
sure, had not much documentary
evidence except a picture of tho
dangling wire, but it was also practi-
cally conceded by tho State.

"I shouldn't wonder a bit if
you're right," said District Attor-
ney John D. Fredericks, when ask-

ed if a dictaphone had been used in
this manner. "Thero'd bo nothing
unusual about that. Ever sco one?
There's just a round disk attached
to tho window shadu, or against tho
pane, or anywhere no one would
notice it and, the wire leading to
some other place. Its interesting."

What this device has meant to
tho State in the trial became mani-
fest upon inspection of the list of
names of those who visited McMani-
gal. This stocky little man had a
cell fronting New High street. "It was
just like any one else's cell. When
visitors called upon him, however,
they were taken with him into a cell
on tho Tcmple-stre- e sido, empty ex-

cept for a desk, like a school teach-

er's desk, in the middle, and some
chairs. While the dictaphone was
in active service McManigal sat at
tho desk, his back to tho window.
His visitor naturally stood or sat in
front of him, facing the dictaphone
disk.

Tj this room came Mrs. McMani-
gal, according to her husband,
coerced him by threats of separation,
into signing a note, asking Clarence
S. Darrow, chief tf counsel for the
defense, to come to see him. It is
the theory of tho defense that this
interview was transcribed on tho
floor below almost before Mrs. Mc-

Manigal was out of the jail. Mc-

Manigal a Bhort time later repu-

diated the request.
It was when McManigal's unclo,

a railroad engineer, visited him,
however, that the defense had its
inkling of what was arranged by tho
State. Tho uncle was taken before
the Grand Jury and emerged per-

haps tho most astonished man in
town.

"They asked about things I said
to Ortie that I never spoke before in
my life," he declared to his friends.
"I only said 'em in that' room and
nowhere else."

Hana News,

Tho S. S. Claudine had a mishap
at Hana, on her trip up this week.
Her propeller got foul of the stern
line, a hawsor, and it took
until 4 o'clock Sunday beforo she
got away for Hilo. It was very rough
all day Sunday, and the passengers
(mostly Punahou students on their
way homo to Hawaii to spend tho
holidays wero pretty badly shaken
up) . One young lady was so sick
that she was willing to jump over-

board and swim ashore rather than
continuo on to Hilo. Young Coney

of Kauai took a chance and came

ashore in a shoro boat, and when the

-

boat came alongside of the wharf, a
huge breaker came along capsized
th" boat and he found himself in
the water being a good swimmer
ho naturally lives to tell tho tale.
Young Rogers of Kahului was tho
next one to fake a notion that Hana
looked good to him, and ho braved
the breakers and got ashore to stay,
and will return by Claudine on her
homeward trip.

The Claudine on her return from
Hilo had a very rough trip. Her

i after hatch was stove in, and Chas.
Kibling, the purser, woke up to find
his room flooded with water. This
has been the worst trip tho Claudine
luis had for years.

Miss Chalmers and Master Chal-

mers returned this week to spend
the holidays with their parents.

W. Taylor, supervising principal,
returned from Keanae by Claudine.

Rev. Father Francis returned
from Hon: kby tho Claudino af-

ter a coup! f weeks in Honolulu.

Charlio swell, of the Dearborn
Drug and emical Works was a

Hana visito n the interests .of his

firm.
A. AI Wilson & Co. are beginning
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ALOHA LODGE NO. 3 KNIGHTS
OP PYTHIAS.

Regular meetings will be held at the
Knights of Pythias Hall.Wailuku.on the
second and fourth Saturdays of each
month.

All visiting members are cordially in
vited to attend.

E. P. DEINBRT, C. C.
C. C. CLARK, K. OF R. & S.

SPEUAL MEETING OF THE MAUI
CHAMBER OF. COMMERCE.

There will be a special meeting of the
Maui Chamber of Commerce held at the

'Town Hall in Wailuku, Maui, on Friday,
the 12th day of January, 1912, at 2:15
P. M. Among other things to be con-

sidered at this meeting will be that of
having a representative from Maui as

princess iu the 1912 Floral Parade, Hono-

lulu.
D. II. CASE,

Secretary.
Dec. 30, Jan. 6.

to make tho dirt fly at Wailua, and
they are making rapid progress.

Hana has four automobiles now,

and when the toad is completed be

tween Keanae and Hana there will
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Miss Plant of Hana school goes to
Honolulu for tho holidays.

Miss Amana and Miss Yap from

Kipahulu are also Honolulu bound
passengers, to spend tho holidays

with their parents.

Mr. Frank Mackenzie leaves Hana
for Honolulu to seek a new field.


