
GERMAN VERSION OF WAR

IS STRONGLY SET FORTH

John L Stoddard; Noted Author-Travele- r, Has Brief

For Germany Writes Interesting Letter

to Oakland Friends.

The following interesting, though
partisan: letter, from,; the well .known

" writer. and traveler, John L. Stoddard,
recently appeared In a San Francisco
paper. It was written to a friend of
the writer in Oakland:

Meeran (Tyrol), Sept 14 1914.

Dear Friends Across the Sea: I
fear you have been misinformed about
th i present war. News must have
miched you almost entirely from
French sources. How, incorrect that
news can be I know from personal ex-

perience. I. spent the first month of
the war. In Italy. From the, Italian
papers, which received their, news
from France and England, I formed
there an erroneous opinion both of
the origin of the war and. the events
of the campaign. Every effort has.
been made by France and England to
bribe the Italian government, by vir-

tual promises of Trieste and the Tri-entin-

region, to declare war against
its former allies. A similar attempt
is being made, no doubt, to prejudice
public opinion In the United States.
It is difficult for the truth to reach
you.. The German cable has been cut,
and letters going out from here, as
well as those addressed to Americans
in Germany and Austria, are opened,
held back or destroyed.

We are cut off from the rest of
the world, save as we manage to
communicate insecurely through: a
neutral country. While in Italy I read
of revolting German cruelties, of revo-

lutions In Berlin, of the shooting of
the socialist, Liebknecht, and even of
the unwillingness of southern Ger-

mans to fight with their northern bro-

thers all absolutely untrue. Every
achievement of the Germans and Aus-trian- s

was ignored or, minimized.
Thus it was for weeks maintained,
that, although the German army had
Indeed entered the city of Liege, all
Its surrounding forts were still in the
hands of the enemy! Until I crossed
the Tyrolese frontier from Switzer-
land I had no idea of the aniazing
successes of the Teutonic forces, or

. of the wonderful spirit of. the univer-
sal brotherhood, love and devotion to
the. fatherland which prevailed from
the Rhine to the Vistula and from the
Danube to the Elbe.

England is trying to give you the
. Impression that this war was instigat-

ed by the Emperor William, and. a
military caste in Germany. This is
not true. It is a people's war. The
Germans stand behind their kaiser to
a man. They are fighting for their
very existence, threatened and sur-

rounded by a world of foes, If people
were not blinded by envy, dazed by
fear and hypnotized by the expres-
sion, "German War Lord," they would
feel both, sympathy and. admiration
for this magnificently disciplined and
cultured nation, facing north, south,
east and west, to conquer and repel
its foes on land and sea! Nor are
its princes sitting back, like the royal
figureheads of England and Russia,
letting their subjects dp the fighting.

Princes Show Bravery.
The kaiser has six sons and his

son-in-la- la the field. Four of his
sons have been wounded.. The heir
apparent of Bavaria, the king of
Wurtemberg and many other princes
have shown not only military capa-
city, but personal bravery, with their
soldiers, under fire. It la Impossible
to do justice in words to the enthus-
iasm, the unanimous devotion and the
solemn earnestness of the people of
Germany and Austria at the present
moment Fathers go to the front, if
possible, with their sons. If not, they
volunteer for any kind of service at
home, and all their women bravely
Md them Godspeed. Practically every

family in Germany and Austria Is
represented at one of the frontiers.

The great Bavarian oxen draw the
carts around the streets of Munich,
since all the horses also have gone
out to toil and die (or the land that
nourished them. I read but yester-
day a pathetic list of objects contri-
buted to the Red Cross by people in
this little place, too poor to offer
money. Among them were rings,
bracelets, watches, pictures, some of
them precious heirlooms, but now
gladly laid upon the altai of the
fatherland. Do you suppose that such
a unanimous national sentiment as
this, which thrills and solemnizes the
beholder, and in which every trace of
party rivalry . has disappeared, can
have been called into existence by a
"military caste" or war-ma- d emperor?
The sixty .millions of this great, edu- -

cated and enlightened German empire
are neither dupes nor fools. They
know what they are doing, tad. why.

With them also, shoulder to shoulder

and heart to heart, stand many, thou-
sands of Americans now. in Germany
and Austria, who undersatnd, the
causes of this struggle, and the fate-
ful destinies that hang upon this
issue. You know the names of many
bf them. They are for the most part
American professors, teachers, writ-
ers, students, artists and serlouB men
of affairs, who are temporarily resid-
ing in the fatherland. They are not
taking sides with Germany for "what
there is In it" Nor are they social
sycophants. They, have not been pre-

sented at court, and do, not expect to
be. They are earnest, level-heade- d

Americans, who love and admire Ger-
many, and realize the enormous debt
which they and all, the rest of the
world owe to her In, 'architecture,
music, science, municipal manage-
ment, commerce, .steamship lines and,
above all, in her inspiring literature
and in. her great. universities,, where
thousands of our. youth have, come
for years to complete their education.
Nor are they anxious, now to hasten
hack to the. United States, as thou-
sands of belated tourists have been
obliged to. They feel it both a duty
and a privilege to stay and do their
utmost to. relieve distress, to comfort
the bereaved and. to assist the Red
Cross work, thankful to show their
gratitude for the protection, benefits,
and happiness they have here re-
ceived.

BUmes, Russia for War.
Now what is it that, we, in common

with, sixty million i Germans, believe
about this horrible warT First, that
the Emperor William is not, as has
been represented to, you, the cause
and promoter of it. The blame for
this lies primarily at the door of Rus-

sia... Two years, ago a prominent Rus-

sian official said. to. me: . "In 1915, you
will see great things. Russia, has re-

cuperated from the Japanese war, and
is burning, to recover her lost pres-
tige. The. Russian war party cannot
be restrained, You will soon see
Teuton's land inundated by the Slavic
blood."

Why did Russia Intervene in be-

half of Servla? Do you suppose for
one moment. In view, of her. infamous
home record and her treatment of the
many, race, crushed by her, that she
did, this, from any motive of chivalry?
She is merely carrying out her cher-
ished, plan of making a Slavic on-

slaught on the Teuton. In this she
is assisted by poor, visionary France,
and envious England. Yet if Russia
should succeed, with the help of her
allies, in crushing Germany and Aus-
tria, she would prove a menace to
the world such as mankind has never
seen. It la amazing that this fact
Is not more universally apprehended.
You know what Russia is. Only a
short time ago. England was holding
up her hands in horror at her cruel-
ties and perfidy. Prince Kropotkine,
the Russian revolutionist, gave me
not long, since a book of his, describ-
ing present conditions in Russia, and
said to me: "The facts I have related
here are absolutely true, and are so
horrible that, while writing of them,
I have scarcely been able to sleep."

There exists in London today a so-

ciety of eminent publishers, writers
and philanthropists, whose purpose is
to reveal to their countrymen the in-

famy oi Russia's government Never-
theless, it is to this despotic, semi-barbarl- o

power that England and
France, jealous and apprehensive of
the progress and success of Germany,
are lending now their aid. But what
can they expect, if German civilization
and culture are crushed, if Germany
and Austria are overrun by Cossacks,
and if the Tsar's hordes ravage Ber-
lin, Dresden and Vienna. England
would dearly rue the substitution of
Slavic for Teutonic hegemony. Russia
desires to be absolute master in the
Balkans, and, once supreme there,
would Inevitably seize Constantinople.
Who then could possibly prevent her
doing so? Her love for the Serbs
U a pretext of transparent thinness.
What are these Serbs t A semi-civilize- d

people, who but a few years
since murdered their own king and
queen and threw their corpses on a
dunghill; a people whose atrocities
In the recent war with Turkey chilled
the blood of all who read of them; a
treacherous folk, whose ambition for
"pan-Slavi- c expansion" caused the as-

sassination last July of the future
sovereigns o( Austria-Hungar- Ask
yourselves how England or any other
country would have acted if its king,
emperor or president, had been thus
brutally done, tp .death, by a neigh-
borhood neoje, wklqh fr years, in-

cited fey a foreign foe, had been a
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constant source or danger and annoy-
ance. How can one overlook that
monstrous, culminaHng provocation
when treating on this question?

Constant Intrigues.
All through the month of July there

came no suitable apology or explana-
tion from the Servian government, In
spite of positive evidence of the close
connection of the Servian war party
with the crime at Serajevo. Austria
and Servla should have been allowed
to settle this matter by themselves.
As one who has resided in the Tyrol
for many years, I can assure you that
what the dual monarchy has endured
from constant intrigues, treachery
and insolent defiance on the part of
of Servla, all of which were instigated
or approved by Russia, no other Euro-
pean nation would have borne so long
and patiently; especially In view of
the fact that Austria-Hungar- y has so
many millions of Serbs and races aff-
iliated with them in her own territory.
The attitude and action of Servla in
July were really dictated by the Rus-
sian government, which saw in this its
wished-fo- r opportunity. Germany's
conscience is clear.

Read, if you can obtain a copy of
it, Germany's "White Book," which a
number of our countrymen are taking
back with them to publish Rnd spread
broadcast in the United States. Would
you have Germany desert her ally
when a huge Russian army was
marching on Galicia?

The Emperor William is persistent-
ly blamed for declaring war on Rus-
sia. But why ignore the fact that
he sent telegram after telegram to
the Tsar, urging him not to mobilize
and send his troops toward Austria?
Consider Germany's position, with
France prepared to spring on her
from one side, and with a million and
a half of Russians advancing on the
other! Quick action was essential for
her preservation. Germany mobilized
In order, first, to resist the Russian
advance; second, to aid her ally, as
in duty bound, and thirdly, to pro-
tect herself from being crushed bet-
ween two mighty powers on the east
and west. Sixty million Germans in
the fatherland and doubtless millions
more throughout the world believe
that the Kaiser acted wisely and right-
ly In doing as he did, and they will
support him and his action to the
last gun and the last man. More-
over, as I have said, thousands of
Americans now in Germany and Aus-
tria are as fully convinced of this as
are the Teutons themselves. Do not
regard us all as blind and prejudiced
until you hear and study the other
side.

Above all, look well at England's
motives before you give her. the ap-

proval she Is trying now so hard to
gain. For the last dozen years I
have been a constant reader of Eng-
lish books and newspapers, and I have
been profoundly Impressed by the

g lamentation in them
over England's lack of enterprise and
energy, and especially over the degen-
eracy visible in her sport-besotte- d

youth. A score of volumes written by
Englishmen and countless clippings
now in my possession prove the truth
of this assertion. A society has re-

cently been formed in London by em-
inent clergymen, teachers and conser-
vative parents for the express pur-
pose of conteracting this decadent ten-
dency.

We have seen for years how the
aged commander-in-chief- , Lord Rob-
erts, has, by spoken and written
words, tried to create a more virile
spirit among his countrymen. But in
proportion, as England has perceived
and been ashomed of her Increasing
inefficiency, she has also felt gnawing
at her vitals envy and hatred for the
nation which was efficient and which
was pushing successfully her trade
and commerce to those parts of the
world where England had been so
long that she had come
to look upon her trade supremacy
there as something given her by di-

vine right.
England's Sordid Motives.

The clearest proof of the sordidncss
of England's motives is the order she
has given the people not to trade with
any firm throughout the world which
has a German partner! John Burns
resigned from the English ministry to
show his disapproval of the war; yet
in his speech against it you will find
no reference (o lofty principles, but
only arguments to prove that such a
war would be disastrous to Great Brit-

ain's business Interests. That "Na-

tion of Shopkeepers," as Napoleon
called England, cannot rise above the
money standard. A story illustrates
this fact. An Englishman recently
said to a German: "We shall fight it
out to our last penny." "We," re-

plied the German, "shall fight it out
to the last drop of our blood." It is
significant to see, now that the mask
has fallen, how Englishmen and
women speak of Germany and her em-

peror. An English lady had written
recently: "We must make the Teu-

ton lick the dust. We must kick him
out of recognition."

Moreover, I have just read the fol-

lowing in a letter written by an Eng-

lishman: "I hope this man, William,
will be obliged to abdicate, or will be

taken prisoner and sent to some is-

land like Napoleon. This blaspheming,
hypocritical, lying kaiser will soon
have reason, I hope, to regret the day
ho was born." This is of course the
language of a boor. But what shall
wc say of the poet laureate of Eng-
land, who likens this war of the na-
tions to a conflict between Christ and
the devil? This comparison would bp
ridiculous, if it were not blasphemous,
and needs no comment. Still more In-

credible seems the recent appeal
made to the English by the poet, Rud-yar-

Kipling, in which he writes:
"Wake! for the Hun Is at the gate!"
Does It seem possible that anyone
outside of a lunatic asylum would
compare the perfectly disciplined Ger-
man army, in the ranks of which
stand thousands of graduates of the
noble universities of Gottingen, Hei-
delberg, Leipzig and Berlin, to the
most barbaric and destructive of the
races of antiquity?

One must ,smilp in reading this
when one recalls the bitter indict-
ment which the same poet wrote some
years ago to warn England against
her present ally, Russia, In which he
likens the latter to "the bear that
walks like a man!" It would be inter-
esting to watch the faces of these
fire eaters when they read the news
of the behavior of the vaunted English
heroes at St. Quentln and Maubeuge.
As for the present sentiment of Ger-
many for England, it is well express-
ed in the following passage recently
published in a letter: "I can assure
you that our indignation against Eng-
land is much greater than that against
Russia and France, for England has
betrayed her own blood and bears up,-o- n

her brow the brand of Cain."
Yet Lady Acton and others have

just testified, in a letter to the Times,
to the kind treatment which they and
many of their compatriots who are de-

tained in Germany have received.
They also request that paper to cor-
rect the false reports which have been
published in regard to the 111 treat-
ment of English people by Germans,

It is now known that an under-
standing had long existed between
Belgium, France and England where-
by, in case of war, French troops
should he allowed to pass through,
Belgian territory; but that, If Ger-
many on her part should attempt
it, England would intervene. For this
much evidence is at hand. History
will show that French officers were,
already in the fortress of Liege when
Germany was mobilizing. Two French
officers, taken prisoners at Namur, ac
knowledged that they had arrived
there already on the 30th of July!

Violation of Treaty.
The English claim the violation of

Belgian territory by the Germans as
thier excuse for declaring war. But
could either Sir Edward Grey or Mr.
Asquith raise his hand and swear
upon his honor that they would not
have made war just the same, wheth-
er or not Belgian soil had been invad-
ed? It was. a pretext long before pre-
pared. You know that last July the
fate of the English government was
critical. A civil war was imminent In
Ulster. Shots "had already been fired
in Dublin. The cabinet knew that
any day the ground might sink be-

neath their feet. Hence, eager to
avert internal trouble, they grasped
with joy the long-waite- d opportunity
to join with others for England
never fights a European power alone

In ruining German commerce and
in destroying the German fleet. How
can England, of all nations, talk of
violating international rights? . Her
wars in Asia, Africa and Egypt have
all been waged for conquest and the
carrying out of her imperial policy.
Think of her war against the Boers,
universally reprobated abroad and
largely condemned at home! Look at
her present in treat-
ing Egypt and the Suez canal as if
they were a British province, instead
of being a Turkish dependency, and,
at all events, neutral territory.

Think of her taking from Holland
steamers private letters addressed to
persons (including thousands of Am-
ericans) in Germany and Austria!
Consider her efforts to prevent Hol-

land and Scandinavia from sending
food to Germany; and, worst of all,
think of her calling on the Japanese
to do her dirty work for her in des-

troying the fleet and in capturing the
colonies of Germany in distant seas.
It seems also to be a fact, which I
was at first reluctant to believe, that
English firms have furnished and
English troops have used the hideous-
ly maiming dum-du- bullets, forbid-
den by the rules of civilized nations.
If this were not an established fact,
surely the German kaiser would not
have telegraphed his protest against
it to the President of the United
States.

As for the "cruelties" attributed to
the Germans, you know the sort of
men who compose the German army.
You know that in its ranks there
stand the representatives of the en-

tire nation, not mere hired soldiers, as
in England.

The Germans are unlike the brutal
and uneducated Serbs and Cossacks.
They are incapable of the barbarities
alleged against them by the lying

press. Where no attacks have been
made upon them by
!n French and Belgian towns such
placed have been unmolested. Pay-
ment ha. been given, or assured, for
all the foodstuff requisitioned and for
damage done. But when civilians
have fired upon them from thl wil-dow-

or have been guilty of abomin-
able attacks on the wounded, as was
the case In Belgium, then stern re-

prisals have been taken. I am not de-

fending war. I hate It unreservedly.
But In such cases, alas, there is no
other way.

Predicts Victory.
Of one thing in regard to the ter-

rible conflict I think can be assured,
Germany and Austria will finally
emerge victorious, despite the fearful
odds against them. I am, of course,
aware that every nation, when intox
icated with the war spirit, deems her
self at first Invincible; but there is
something in the feeling of these
Teutons quite unlike the envious
hatred of the Briton, the lust for
power of the Slav, or the desire for
"revenge" which animates the French
man. Theirs is a national consecra-
tion to the defense of the fatherland
and all the culture which it repre
sents. Behind it also stands the
staunch, uncorrupted, undegenerate
Teutonic character. Again I beg you
not to make the mistake of separat-
ing in this fearful struggle the Ger-
man and Austrian peoples from their
sovereigns. If you do that, and pity
the people, while condemning the em-
perors, you are absolutely wrong. The
Germans love and revere their gifted
kaiser, and hold that he was fully

8

justified on acting as he did. Make
no mistake about this!

The spirit of the Auslrians also,
whose difficulties are enormous from
the nature of the battleground and
from the hetrogeneity of their people,
is worthy of the land of Andreas
Hofer. Here is a passage from a let-
ter written me by an Austrian officer:
"I who am a soldier with all my heart
and soul, assure you that I and all
my comrades will do our duty with
the utmost joy. The enemy may look
down Into our valley from the moun-
tain ciests, but they shall never come
down here so long as the last man of
us can move. Our good, old, dearly-love- d

emperor shall here be contented
with his soldiers. We have all sworn
'No retreat!' The other day when a
train of badly wounded soldiers drew
In to where the German emperor was
waiting to receive ihem the gallant
fellows sang In unison before him the
soul-stirrin- words:
'While yet one drop of life blood flows

The sword shall never know repose;
While yet one arm the shot can pour

The foe shall never reach thy shore;
Rest, Fatherland, for sons of thine

Will steadfast keep the Wacht am
Rhine.' "

And while the wounded everywhere
are singing that immortal song the
troops in bivouac at nigTit, in solemn
gratitude for victory, unite in chant-
ing in impressive tones that echo over
the adjoining hills, the words of Lu-

ther's noble tribute to a faith still
dear to them:

"Elne feste Burg 1st unser Gott!"

(Signed) JOHN L. STODDARD.
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