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PROGRESS IX THE RIGHT DIRECTION.

Civic Righteousness, the main topic for discussion at the civic con-

vention to he held on Kauai, is simply another name for good govern-
ment or at least the two are corolaries. The development of the theme
should be of much value to all the territory. The subject allotted to
Maui is: "The Oath of Ollicc Theory and Practice." It presup-
poses that public officials general I' fall short of the ideal; and so long
as men are human, this must of course be so to a greater or less extent.
W hen a man elected to office takes his official oath to support the consti-

tution and laws of the country, he simply makes a promise to the people
To do his best. So far as Maui is concerned, there is probably little
ground for the belief that our officials have played fast and loose with
their promises in any marked degree. In fact it seems rather that con-

science has almost uniformly played an important part in most of the
departments, at least in recent years. There have been errors and poor
judgment, and at times inefficiency shown, but almost no evidence of
conscious dishonesty.

Maui will also be asked to tell something of the progress she has
made during the past year "material, social, and moral." It may not
be possible to point to a great man)' specific instances of advancement
on all these lines, and yet no one who knows this island can doubt that
the Maui of today is not the Maui of a year ago, or that the changes
have not been in the right direction. Maui people are growing bigger,
more broad gauged, and thoughtful of the rights of others. One feels
and knows these things, which have to do w ith the social and moral pro-

gress of the community. The material advancement is the easy thing
to indicate. Maui has nothing to be ashamed of in her public record of
the past year, and has a great deal to be thankful for and to work for
in the future. The thing that we probably need more than anything else,
is a greater sense of responsibility on the part of the people themselves
for their public servants. But this is coming also.
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TOPHEAVY LEG ISLA TION.

The board of health has lately issued a new sanitary code which
has been approved by the Governor. It is a formidable instrument fill-

ing some twenty ordinary newspaper columns. Few persons on Maui
have had an opportunity of seeing this code, and it is quite certain that
a very large majority are unknowingly violating from one to a dozen
of its many provisions. It covers air space between and under buildings,
drains, gutters, cesspools, plumbing, disposal of garbage, garbage recep-

tacles, live Stock raising, hog raising, stables, flies, mosquitoes, dairies
,and handling of milk, handling of fruits, vegetables, game, fish, etc., and
numerous other things. Also, it may be safely asserted, many of these
rules never have been enforced, and probably never will be. Some of
them, moreover, are about as sensible for general application as w as the
old anti-bana- crusade and will be about as easily enforced.
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WHERE NO EFFORT SHOULD BE SPARED.

Whether or not the big passenger steamer Great Northern, of the
Northern Pacific Railroad Company, will be put on the Coast-Honolu- lu

run, as planned, is still unknown. General Traffic Manager Cal. E.
Stone and Marine Superintendent C. W. Wiley, of the Northern Pacific,
who have been in the Islands looking into the possibilities in this con-

nection, sailed for the coast on the Niagara yesterday without making a
definite statement. They expected to get assurance of from 1000 to
1500 tons of freight from the Islands twice each month, but according
to wireless reirts yesterday they were unable to get any promise at
present of sugar freight. It is probable that there is little sugar that
could be diverted for some time from the lines which at present hold
the contracts. At the same time Hawaii needs the relief that the Great
Northern could give, so badly that almost any sacrifice in reason should
be cheerfully made in order to get the vessel on the run.
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RE CHURCH AT KUIAHA.

In reporting last week, that church and Sunday school services in
the Kuiaha homesteads had been suspended owing to many families of
the community having moved away, the Maui News is now pleased to
report that it was in error. Rev. A. Craig Bowdish, who has conducted
services in the Kuiaha school house twice a month for the past two
yaers, states that they are still to continue. There will be preaching next
Sunday afternoon, as usual.
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Within a very short time now we shall know whether or not the

Inter-Islan- d intends to make good its threat not to use Kihei landing.
Engineers are at present engaged in placing the necessary range stations
and lights, which it is claimed will make Kihei safe for any Inter-Islan- d

vessel, day or night. Unless the steamship company can show that this
is not so, it will place itself in the ranks of the out-of-da- te public ser-
vice corporations whose motto was : "the public be damned." Of course
no one expects the company to endanger its vessels, but the burden of
proof will certainly be upon it.
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The reason the United States isn't "prepared", according to an

Army League lecturer, is because such a large percent of the people of
the country are traitors or fools. He adds that this puts a pretty heavy
burden on the shoulders of himself and the rest who are true patriots
and have a monopoly of the gray matter of the United States. This
explanation, together with the saying that a special providence looks
alter tools, doubtless explains why this country has kept out of trouble
all these years.
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From all the noise that is being made by the militarists, one might

almost be crsuaded that the United States is in hourly danger of being
invaded by an armed host, instead of being safer from such calamity
than for the last seventy-fiv- e years. An inllamed imagination is one of
the reactions of the European struggle upon American minds.
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The supervisors have again deferred action on the Sunday movies

question for another month. Perhaps they hope that George Freeland
may change his mind, and the rest of the people will forget. It s a
fierce thing, this safeguarding the morals of a whole community.
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