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FAILURE THAT PROMISES SUCCESS.

Tlie Garden Island lias the following comments to make concerning
failure of the Kuiaha homesteaders to make a living growig pineapples
for $11.25 per ton when it costs about $15 per ton to raise the fruit:

WHAT A HOMESTCADING FAILURE
"Maui is fretting just now over what seem to be indications of the

failure of the Kuiaha homestcading project. It appears, from all ac-
counts, that the homesteaders in this once promising area have become
discouraged and. while they are not disposing of their lands, are leav-
ing there to seek a livelihood elsewhere.

"Before this case is heralded abroad as another failure of home-steadin- g

in this Territory, we would like to sec it thoroughly investigat-
ed. On Kauai we do not understand why localities so favorable to
homestcading as Kuiaha was supposed to be should not have brought
success to the settlers there. Kalaheo, on this island, was never so
promising; yet, look at that region today. From one side to the other
and from the mountains almost to the sea you find only success and
enthusiasm. Waipouli and the neighborhood thereabouts is a newer
homestead region, but the people there are going about their plans with
fair enthusiasm and, under average circumstances, their success is rea-
sonably assured.

"The trouble at Kuiaha may be with the homesteaders themselves
and not with the land, nor with the blights, nor the water, nor the
market. Practical farmers are essential to success in any homestcad-
ing project, and if Kuiaha has not had those, the secret of the appar-
ent failure of the enterprise is uncovered right there.

"At any rate, the matter should be investigated. The Territory
should know just why homestcading is a failure at Kuiaha, while
proving all of a success at Kalaheo, for instance."

In the first place Kuiaha has not yet "failed", and to many the be-

lief 'is daily growing that the future for this most favored district is
brighter tiian ever. And the coming success will be on a much more
substantial basis than pineapple culture alone could ever promise. In
the second place, the Kaujii homesteads are comparatively new. Their
hope is based almost solely on pineapples. It is scarcely likely that
they are growing them at a profit, either, under prevailing prices, though
their owners possibly don't kjiow it yet. But they will when they come
to balance up the returns of several crops with what they have spent.

Pineapples will probably always play an important part in the Kui-
aha district; but they will not be the sole dependence of the home-
steaders. It is extremely doubtful if any one crop proposition on an
average sized homestead lot will ever pay, Kauai's evident belief to the
contrary notwithstanding. But things have already been done in the
Kuiaha district that apparently solves this problem. There seems little
doubt that Kuiaha will make good if not all the original would-b- e farm-
ers, at least a part of them, together with the newcomers who will take
their places. The fact that Kuiaha got bumped so njomptly m tnc
pineapple game is probably a blessing in disguise, not only for the home-
steaders themselves, but for the future of diversified agriculture in all
Hawaii as well.

tt tt
CONVICTS IN COUNTY POLITICS.
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A deadlock still exists in the row between High Sheriff Jarrett and
the supervisors of Hawaii county over the bossing of the convict labor-
ers on the Big Island. From this distance it looks as though the super-
visors' interest in the matter is solely political. Because they can't con-
trol the man Jarrett has named as jailer at the Volcano House jail, they
demand that he be fired. Maui has territorial prisoners at work also.
Some time ago there was a rumor of some friction in the handling of
the men, but apparently things are running smoothly at present. It is
to be sincerely hoped that this will continue. The convicts are not
here to furnish jobs for lunas or for any other purpose than to work
under conditions best suited to reform them and to make them again
good citizens, if possible. Maui is a gainer through this arrangement;
but it isn't one where we have any call to butt in on the handling of
these men. That's Sheriff Jarrett's job. Thus far Jarrett seems to be
making more than usually good, but he can't be expected to get best re-

sults if petty county politics are allowed to intrude. Perhaps too much
should not be expected of Hawaii, in light of her record of the past
few years, but Maui cannot afford to slump from her course of eff-
iciency to do peanut politics.
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REST HOUSES AND VANDALISM.

Ililo has raised something over $2000 for the purpose of building a
trail to the summit of Mauna Loa and constructing two rest houses along
the way. In this connection the Big Island pvople might with profit
take a lesson from Maui's experience in rest house building. 'Die pres-
ent rest house on Haleakala ?,: over $1000, and although there is not
a stick of combustible material in it, the committee does not feel that
it would be safe from vandal hands were the permanent caretaker re-

moved. The previous rest houses were burned up for fuel within a
short time after it was constructed floor, furniture, doors and even
window casings were burned by persons too lazy to carry up their own
fuel supply. Only the stone walls and iron roof remained, and the
wanton destroyers did their best to render the latter useless by shooting
it full of holes. Perhaps the people on Hawaii are different from those
on Maui, but there's always a chance a Maui vandal might happen over
there. So it would be better to take no chances.
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UNSIGNED LETTERS DON'T GO HERE.

We received a letter this week, presumably from some person in
Makawao, regarding the Makawao waterworks. We are always glad to
print letters in timely topics, but we cannot do it when we do not know
who the writers are. We do not print the names if we are asked not
to, but we must know who sends them for our own protection. The
letter in question has gone into the waste paper basket, as all such com-
munications do.
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The possibilities of light tackle sea fishing in island waters is just

beginning to be appreciated by local sportsmen, and a lot of people who
never before considered themselves in the sportsmen class are waking
up to find that they have developed, almost over night, a hobby that
they can't get away from. Maui business men are probably taking the
lead in this new form of dementia; but it's a mighty good thing for
them, and a good thing for the Islands. And to think that such grand
sport has always existed without before being realized!
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UNFURL THE FLAGS.

Tomorrow is "Flag Day." It will be celebrated all over the United
States, and in Honolulu special exercises have been arranged. It is to
be hoped that Maui citizens will not let the clay pass without due recog-
nition.
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A great deal is being said just now about "preparedness" as a safe-

guard against war. There must have been something wrong with the
European brand about a year and one month ago.
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GAUGE
No 48" x 9G"IV. 4., x 120.,

NolO 36" x 120"
48, x 120

NO 1 2l 36" x 120"
4S" x 120"

No I R 30" x 96"

36" x 120"
43" x 96"
48" x 120"

NO 10 30" x 96"
. 36" x 96"

36" x 120"
43" x 96"
48" x 120"

No. . 20 24" x 96"
30 x g4
30" x 96"
36" x 96"
36" x 108"
48" x 96"
48" x 120"

NO- - 24" x 96"
30" x 96"
36" x 96"
36" x 108"
48" x 96"
48" x 120"

No. 24 24" x 84"
24" x 96"
30" x 84"
30" x 96"
36" x 72"
36" x 84"
36" x 96"
36" x 108"
48" x 96"

No. 26 24"x 84"

30" x 84"
30" x 96"

. . 30" x 120"
36" x 72"
36" x 84"
36" x 96"
36" x 108"

No. 28 24" x 84"
24" x 96"
30" x 84"

. 30" x 96"
36" x 84"
36" x 96"
36" x 108"
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Telephone No. 1062 Kahului, Maui, T. H.
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