
am All You Can
By HARRY SNOWDEN STABLER

Owing to the fact that the Maui County Fair and Racing Association
Is considering advocating the adoption of home canning and the formation
of canning clubs, with view to saving such food products as cannot be read-
ily used or marketed, the MAUI NEWS gladly reprints at request of the As-
sociation a comprehensive article on the subject taken from the "Country
Gentleman." A wide discussion of this subject is desired ,and this paper
will be glad to receive letters bearing on the matter. Ed.

It la by now merely trite to state
Unit the problem of obtaining an
adequate food supply for this country,
as well as for our allies, Is the most
serious thins that confronts us. But.
of almost equal Importance is the con-
servation of even greater quantities
of food than ever. There are only
three ways of doing this: Cold stor-
age, drying, and hermetically sealing
in glass or tin.

It is estimated that food to the value
of thirty percent of the total consum-
ed in the ent'.re country Is packed in
tin cans; it is forty percent in the
cities and towns. Though that sounds
incredible, when you come to think of
it you may easily see why a shortage
of tin cans would be a disaster. The
principal danger of this shortage arose
from the car shortage and the short-
age of t'n plate; and the prospect
looked pretty black a couple of months
ago.

l?ut the Departments of Agriculture
and of Commerce, working together,
got. busy in March and at their request
the Car service Commission issued an
order to all the railroads i,n the coun-
try directing that canners' supplies be
put on the preferred list and not be
subject to embargo. Daniel Willard,
chairman of the Council of National
Defense, sent telegrams to all traffic
managers. The result was instantan-
eous.
No Cans For Nonfood Products

The tin-plat- e manufacturers were
called Into conference on March twenty-t-

hird and arrangements were made
to speed up the supply of tin plate
wherever possible and to give the can
makers the preference. Plants that
were shut down were losing 20,000,-00- 0

cans a day. All of them are now
working, and that, too, with seven-
teen Bhifts a week instead of sixteen.

The nub of the situation, however,
revolved round the supply of steel
bars for making the tin plate. A full
statement of the facts was sent by
the Departments of Agriculture and
of Commerce to the War and Navy
Departments, with the request that
supplies of steel for making tin plate
be considered on the same basis as
those for armor and shells.

In the meantime it had become ap-

parent that the number of cans neces-
sary to conserve the food supply
would be wholly unprecedented; so
on April sixth the Secretaries of Agri-

culture and of Commerce sent out a
joint circular letter to the packers re-

questing that no cans be used for the
packing of nonperishable foods or non-

food products "where such use would
divert the supply from the conserva-

tion of perishable fruUs and vege-

tables." This "request" was variously
interpreted, though seventy-fiv- e per-

cent of the packers of nonperishable
foods complied with It.

But that seventy-fiv- e percent was
not enough, as the following figures
will prove. They show the consump-

tion for this year, which includes re-

ports up to April thirtieth inclusive.
They represent base boxes of tin plate
and the percentage required for per-

ishable and nonperishable foods:
EsMm.

Cons. Cons.
Base Boxes 1916 1917

Nonperishable
food 1,721,877 2,085,745

1 to 25 perlsh- -

able food 393,685 422,850
26 to 50 perish-

able food .... 265,417 307,000
51 to 75 perish-

able food .... 227,951 227,492
76 to 99 perish-

able food .... 10,235,809 13,539,705
99 to 100 perish-

able food .... 3,324,613 4,753,490

16,169,382 21,336,282
April thirtieth the amount of tin

plate in stock was almost exactly the
same os it was on the same date last
yPnr4,000,000 base boxes. The num-

ber of cans in stock was practically
the same on both dates only 1,000,-00-

All this in the face of an esti-

mated increase of more than 5,000,000
boxes of tin plate required for this
year.

Consider now the growth of this in
dustry in terms of cans: The output
nf our canneries in 1914 was 3. 626

000,000. Recent figures compiled by
the Denartment of Commerce show
that this number was increased one-fourt- h

in 1916. A man who knows as
much about the business as any-on- e

in the country says that the canneries
will pack 7,000,000,000 cans this year

if the cans are to be had.
Probably a forecast of the amount

of tin Plate required this year led the
Denartmens of Agriculture and of
Commerce to hop on the job with both
feet by calling together, on May first,
the representatives of every phase of
the can industry to consider measures
for conserving the supply of plate
cans and perishable foods.

A committee of seven was chosen,
one each from the two Government
Departments the others representing
the tin-plat- e industry, the can manu-
facturer, the National Canners As-

sociation, the packing industry and
the National Wholesale Grocers' Asso-
ciation.

The report of the Committee on
Can Conservation, which will servo
during the year, is dated May second.
It begins by saying:

"From available information it
would appear that, while the supply
of tin plate will be sufficient to enable
can makers to operate their plants to
approximately full capacity in the
near future then for the balance of
the year, the extraordinary demand
since October last for cans for dried
beans and peas, hominy, macaroni,
spaghetti and other nonperishable
foods has prevented the accumulation
of the customary supply of storage
cans to care for tho perishable crops
that wi'l presently be fort'icomin.

- " spirit in the community snch as was
"Strenuous measures of economy never known or appreciated before."

must at once be taken if these pro-- 1 Considered altogether ,this is cer-duc-

are to be secured. The com- - talnly some record, even for a cham-niMte- e

believes the suggestions of the 'pion club. But just remember these
Secretary of Commerce, as outlined three facts as germane to the subject :

in their circular letter of April sixth, The was achieved solely by and
should be followed exactly and that through organization; a large propor-n- o

cans whatever should be used for. t ion of these food was waste
the packing nonperishable food pro- - products made available for use, such
ducts or nonfood products where such as windfall apples; a large part of the
use would divert tho supply from the
conservation of perishable fruits and
vegetables, for a period sixty days,
or until such time as there shall be
assured a sufficient can supply to
amply care for the pack of the sea-
son."
The Call For Help

These are "strenuous measures" in-

deed, considering the hopefulness of
the situation as expressed in the open-
ing paragraph. But the committee
proceeds in these words to address
separately all those who can aid in
food conservation:

To the Farmers: That they co-
operate generously with the canners
of the country in the effort to permit
no falling off in acreage planted to
cannery crops, and that they recognize
fully the vast numbers of the popula-
tion of the Vnited States and of the
world that have become dependent on
the food supply conserved yearly in
tin containers.

To the Tin-Plat- e Manufacturers:
That they give preference to the del-
ivery of tin plate for containers for
perishable foods, and that they refrain
from shipment of plate to those pack-
ers making their own cans where such
are likely to be used for the packing
of nonperishable products; and, furth-
er ,that they discontinue exportation
of tin plate suitable for packers' cans
except as such may be designated for
military uses.

To Can Makers: That they withhold
shipments cans until they receive
satisfactory assurance from custom-
ers that consignments will be used on-
ly for conserving perishable food pro-
ducts of the season.

To Canners: Whether buying cans
from can makers or making them for
their own use, that it shall be their
patriotic duty, until an accumulation
of a sufficient supply of cans to care
for the perishable crops shall be ap-
parent, to abstain completely from
packing nonperishable foods.

To Wholsesale Grocers: That they
forthwith voluntarily suspend or can
cel all contracts for delivery of

food in tins, made
with canners ,and fully relieve the
latter from all liability.

To the Retal Dealers: That they,
on their part, consent to 1he suspens
ion or cancellation by jobbers of any
contracts for delivery of nonperish-
able foods in tins.
To Every American Manufacturer and
Merchant: That, having complete faith
in their patriotic loyalty to their coun
try in its effort to avoid the errors in
to which others have fallen through
lack of intelligent foresight and rec-
ognition of unusual circumstances,
they accept the suggestions above out-
lined in the same spirit in which they
would appeal to them in case they had
become the law the United States,
mindful that "the supreme test our
Nation and of the nations with which
we are is an abundance
of supplies, especially foodstuffs.
The importance an adequate food
supply, especially for the present
year, is superlative, and that "tne
supreme test of the Nation has come.
We must all speak, act and serve to-

gether."
This report and the accompanying

recommendations were sent out on
May seventh. By the time this is put
in type the export of tin plate may
have been prohibited by law; and that
ought to help a lot.
The Glenwood Achievement

There is not the slightest doubt that
every can made in this country will
be filled with food, for the President's
appeal to the people has raised up an
army of Soldiers of the Commissary.

Early in April the National Boy
Scout officials sent wit a proclamation
to all the Scout officers asking them
to change their programs from hiking
and camping to food production and
food conservation.

And since tho President snid that
pvpi v nerson should help, O H. Ben
son, of the Department rt Agiicu'iure,
wns asked: "How about the women
and eirls?"

For answer he merely referred me
tn the record of the Glenwood Mother-
Tiaimhter Club Bonner Springs,

the state champion canning
elnh. This club has fifty-eigh- t mem
bers or twenty-nin- e teams, a mother
and daughter composing a team.

During the season of 1916 these
nriv-eich- women and girls put up
98158 quarts of food products, consist
ing of 4520 quarts of truit. llLl quari
nf virit!ililes. 84 nuarts of soup, 183

nuarts of meat. VIZ quarts oi jewes
jams and preserves. The average cost
per quart or all products canueu uy

this rlnh was fourteen cents, and the
averace profit Per quart on all the food
canned was twenty-fou- r cents, xue
total value of the foodstuffs conserved
hv these women and girls was SJS4U.- -

46, and the net profit they made on the
nut nut was S2 162.24

The smallest output of any of the
twenty-nin- e teams was 135 quarts, at
alvsls of their work with regard to
alysis o f their work with regard to
output, number of varieties, total
value, cost of products and the net
nrofits would make an interesting
study in home economies.

But with half an eye you can see
the potential power of a great number
of these Soldiers of the Commissary
when told that "tho membership of
this club represents a typical farm
community, ten miles square"; that
"it had a greater and butter supply
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of food products for the winter months
jtban ever before in the history of the

record

products
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community"; that "there were no by-
products or surplus vegetables and
fruits in the Glenwood Community
during the past winter, as they were
nil rnnned"; that "in addition to its
regular activities the club strengthen-
ed and rejuvenated the rural church
did splendid service for the public
schools and good roads ,and did con-
siderable buying and sell-
ing"; and "fostered a

time it took to prow there foods and
put them up was time that would oth-
erwise have been wasted or at least
not immediately productive.

Now the point, of this article is this:
In every town, village and country
store you will find or you would
havo been able to find a year or two
ago immense quantities of canned
goods of every description. In very
many instances they have been trans-
ported a round trip of hundreds of
miles, from the place where the food
was grown to the canneries and back
again. In the aggregate there are
hundreds of thousands of tons.
A Guaranty Of Profit

In every city, town, and even some
villages there is a Board of Trade,
Chamber of Commerce or some civic

ody already organized. So in view of
what, this Glenwood Mother-Daughte- r

Club has accomplished, Mr. Benson
was asked if it would not be feasible
for some such civic body, even a fety
merchants organized for the purpose,
o say to the women and children of

the near-b- y rural communities:
"Organize your canning clubs; get

instructions and directions for crow
ing vegetables and canning them ac-
cording to approved methods. We will
give you a guaranty to take your goods
at a profit. If necessary we will ar-
range to supply you with seed and
the home-cannin- g outfits."

"Now that's getting down to brass
tacks," was the reply. "It is perfect-
ly feasible a sound proposition all
the way round."

Then what are your resources in
the way of teaching these folks how
to grow and conserve these foods?"

"We have," he said, "two people in
each state, experts at this job, who are
teaching and demonstrating our meth-
ods every day. They are handling
this work in with the
state forces. In addition to them we
have not less than one hundred peo
ple in each state who have had not
less than two or more years experi-
ence in teaching and demonstrating
the 'one-perio- cold-pac- method.'
And these can be mustered into serv-
ice in this work at any time as in
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structors in the conservation of fodd
products."
Like Actual Shot And Shell

"This Department is prepared to
advise with these Soldiers of the Com-
missary in the use of cheap, home-mad- e

rannng outfits, as well as in
obtaining the small manufactured
ones, costing, say, fifteen dollars, up
to the community outfits, costing, say,
fifty. There would be no trouble in
getting instruction for the growing
and conserving of these foods."

"Suppose, then, that a large number
of these Boards of Trade or Chambers
of Commerce should hook up with
two or three of these canning clubs
on some such terms as we have been
talking about?"

"The amount of stuffs they could
produce would be immense, and it Is
just as vital and necessary as the am-

munition for the guns on the firing
Hno. In fact this food ammunition put
up by ttiese Soldiers of the Commis
sary is very much like the actual shot
iind shell," said Mr. Benson, pointing
to row upon row of canned products.

There were the small "half-pounder- "

jars: "three-inc- shrapnel." both
In jars and cans, as well as the still
larger 5.9s and the
"heavy howitzer" stuff, all the way up
to the cans and
jars of goods.

There are several other factors in
this food conservation that oucht. to
be carefully considered seed, the
jars, and the cans and their transport-
ation. One of the Government men
says that the surplus seed which the
trade growers and jobbers has cus-
tomarily carried over from one season
to another has decreased enormously:
from something like seventy-fiv- e per-
cent of the requirements in 1911 to
about twenty-fiv- e percent in 1916. But
he has been adjusting himself to the
situation, so that he will soon be in
a condition to take care of it alto-
gether, as the appears to be an adequ-
ate supply to meet the demands of the
canning clubs notwithstanding the im-

mense increase in the number of back-
yard gardens.

As to the glass-contain- problem,
Mr. Benson says: "I have just been
informed by several of the biggest
manufacturers that they have a lot of
material on hand and that they can
double their output provided they can
get the cars to ship them in. Never-
theless, we are advising the collection
and preservation of every glass con-
tainer that can be found. Even the
small-necke- as well the wide-mouthe- d

pint and quart bottles should be
taken care of, for we can show you
how many different things the are
are which may be conserved ii them."

These glass jars, of course, should
be placed in the preferential shipping
list by the railroads, for they are pot-
entially food no less than tin cans.
This is also the opinion of a man who
knows the industry from start to
finish. He is broad-minde- and sound
in his ideas; he approves of the cann-
ing clubs; he knows, too, that any
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number of them would make scarcely
a dent in the industry. But when the
question arose of getting the organiz-
ed merchants in towns and rural com-
munities to organize the can clubs,
with an organized force of instructors
behind them, he said:

"This is hnrdly the time to experi-
ment with these semi-soci- affairs,
though their value is unquestionably
groat. Besides that, under the circ-
umstances the can manufacturers
could not fill orders for a few dozen
cans each when single orders run in-
to the millions. I can pick up this
phone and soil three hundred million
cans in a few hours."

His point of view is easily under-
stood, and he is probably right about
the small orders. But the fact is that
the canning clubs are a great deal
more than more semi-socia- l affairs
and are not. experiments. Several of
thorn in the same neighborhood could
readily use a carload of cans.

In producing the immense quantities
of food called for, the labor necessary
to do it is about the biggest problem
of all. The results of the labor that
these women and girls could perform
are threefold: Make use of labor that
would be, to a great extent unutilized;
conserve great quantities of food that
would otherwise be wasted; and this
food would be consumed at home.
Hunt For Glass Jars

F. V. Colville, of the Department of
Agriculture, put this last consideration
into a nutshell. "In times like the pro-etit,- "

he said, "every ton of food that
can be consumed where it is grown,
or not far from that place, will relieve
the railroads of just that, much space
needed for the urgent transportation
demands of war."

In other words: Every pound of food
that is grown and used in this way is
a contribution of just that amount to
the great stream of supplies that we
are passing on to the British and
French soldiers at the Front; for
whatever each of us consumes ho must
take from that stream, unless he pro-
duces it himself.

Those are "winged words." Since
they were written this country has
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gone to war a fact which adds in- -
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ralrulably to their significance for you
and me.

This is no time to rail, as some are
doing, at. tiie American housewife for
her laziness and inefllriency for buy-
ing canned food that she ought to dry,
such as beans and fruits because she
is going to have a dose of efficiency
thrust upon hor, and, no matter how
high and scarce canned goods may be,
thousands of tons are going to be
shipped into communities where great
quantities of them may be grown and
conserved for home use. Therefore a
question: It it better as an economic
problem to ship a carload of empty
cans into a community where they will
be filled and kept at home, or to ship
thorn full of food that has probably
made a double journey?

In any event, organize and maintain
a systematic hunt for glass containers
of all kinds. You will be astonished at
the number of thorn you will be able
to find. If you cannot use them your-
self, take some trouble to find those
who will use them and see that they
got them. In that way you will be
performing a patriotic duty as a mem-
ber, say, of the reserve corps behind
the Soldiers of the Commissary.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

All persons, firms, or corporations
having claims against the National
Guard of Hawaii, incurred during the
period July 1, 1915, to June 30, 1917,
and still unpaid, must submit such
bills, on proper forms provided for the
purpose, to the Adjutant. General's
Office, Honolulu, not later than the
8th day of July, 1917. All bills sub-
mitted must be properly approved by
the otlicor incurring tho expense.

Attention is invited to the fact that
bills not received before July 10, 1917,
cannot be paid out of funds appropri-
ated for the biiennial period ending
June 30, 1917, and must be held up
pending action on them by the 1919
Legislatu re.

SAMUEL I. JOHNSON,
The Adjutant General.
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