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Word comes from Washington that there is nio hope of any action F

at the present session of the Congress on Kuliio's bill to admit 30,000
Chinese laborers to Hawaii, owing to the congestion of the congression-
calendar. There 1s very good evidence also that the hill would re-
ceive scant <hift even if it did get acted upon, .

Vith hundreds of thousands of soldiers to be turned back into
civil life, there 1s little sentiment in the Congress or elsewhere in the
country 1o consider with favor any kind of immigration at present,
Representative Lufking of Mass,, has adlready introduced a  bill in

House prohibiting all immigration to the United States for a num-
ber of years,

What Hawaii 13 going to do for labos is a hard nit to crack. There

one thing that can and should be done, however, and that is to con-
erve such labor as we have in every way possible,  We have not been
doing thns in the past.  We are not doing it now.

One of the hest anchors for any man or family, regardless of race,
rostation in life is a home. Some one has asserted that no man will
Bght very hard to defend his boarding-house, though he will fight to

the last drop of his bland to defend his home.

It 1s just as true that
man will ever consider a domicile on a sugar plantation a home,
Unless he can own
from the center of the carth to the stars above, it will remain to him

o temporary abode,
No mafter how much he 18 paid, in his mind he will plan some
fime to leave it and to find a real home. And his children will leave
1, nine time out of ten, as soon as they are able to shift for themselves.

be it 2-room camp shack or a manager's mansion,

A complete reverzal of the present land policy of the sugar plan-
rations would doubtless put a stop to this constant, always expensive,
and now really serious drifting away of people who should form the
foundation of the Islands' population.

If, instead of the present congested plantation camips, well laid-
out villages could be substituted, and the houses and lots therein be
made available by purchase to the workers, it would certainly work for
more contentment and permanency than the present system.

Outside of the scattered kuleanas and other small holdings and the
comparatively small area of government land, all land of whatever
character 1s corporation owned, and is not for sale on any terms.

I the plantations would eschew everything but sugar lands, and
were willing to dispose of the rest in small tracts, there would be a
powerful incentive to hold people in the Islands that is now lacking.

Though he might never realize his dream of becoming a land.
cwner, the fact that such possibility was open to him (and more parti-
cularly to his children) would do much to keep many a laborer for the
cene fields whe otherwise would have but one motive—that of saving
enough money to get away.

With the county fairs, children’s garden contests, working reserve

movements, etc., a good start has been made towards teaching a love
for the soil in the coming generation. And there is no question but
this kind of endeavor could be greatly extended with most beneficial
results—to the children.

But that the Islands are to get much benefit therefrom is doubtful.
Kather 1s California and other states likely to reap the benefit, until
IHawaii 15 able to at least offer a real home to her children,

LESSONS FROM LAHAINA

Carelessnass engendered by long immunity is respons’ble for La-
haina’s heavy loss last Saturday night. There was plenty of water
available, hose was supplied quite promptly, and the fire might have been
checked before it had gained much headway had there heen a means of
connecting the hose to the fire hydrants. But by the time this all-im-
portant bit of metal tubing was located the fire was practical'y out of
control,

Naobody, perhaps, was responsible—nobody in particular to blame.
It was simply a case of community neglect and carelessness.

An organized fire department would perhaps not be justified in
Lihizing, but there 15 no excuse for not having simple, dependable fire-
fighting apparatus ready for emergency. And more important than all,
some one person whose duty it is to see that such apparatus is at all
times in serviceable condition.

The county should provide several light reels of hoge at convenient
joints in Lahaina, and should make it a punishable offense for any per-
son (including county officials and employees) to use such hose for
other than fire purposes. It should be made the duty of the county
shertff, or other department head, to see that such apparatus be tested
at regular intervals 1o insure its always being in good cond’tion.

It would seem that the fire underwriters have not been blameless
in connection with this Lahaina disaster. We do not recall ever having
heard of a protest being filed with the supervisors as to the condition of
the fire apparatus in Lahaina, or recommendations by the underwriting
board of obvisusly needed improvements,

What has just heen said concerning the conditions at Lahaina ap-
plies in censiderable measure in Wailuku and other places. Here we
have a cumbersome chemical fire engine—which is about as unreliable
as it would be possible 1o imagine, The last time a fire call was sound-
ed it was impossible to even start the moter to get the truck out of its
shed.

In our climate, with no freezing weather to menace, perhaps one
of the most ¢fficient protections would be a plentiful supply of the small
3= or S-gallon hand chemical extinguishers,

One of these should be hung conspicuously every few rods along
a street likke Market street, with instructions for using posted in various
languages along side each one, Were these then kept m good order,
and some little effort made to educate the public in their use, they should
go a long way towanrds safeguarding against the fire menace,

Wailuku's Seagrave fire truck cost some $7000. It 15 a good piece

‘he Tth and 8th grades by pupils is

tenements offend the eye and breed disease and immorality™.

And we also gather from the same source that the cause of all this
is because Honolulu is run by “peanut politicians.” Furthermore that
the municipal government “is a disgrace.” That Honolulu’s mayor is
“elected not to advance the interests of Honolulu, but because petty
politicians prefer him to a good man”; because they have “a board of
stipervisors composed of men who are too indolent, too selfish and too
small-minded to place the welfare of the city before their own selfish
intercsts”; in short because the present board of supervisors is “incom-
parably the worst Honolulu ever had” (that's going some!) ; and “has
not done one thing to warrant commendation. It has neglected its work,
betrayed the municipality, presented a disgusting spectacle of selfish and
puerile squabbling ever since it was elected to office.”

To the Honolulu supervisors we are told, “the appointment of a
school janitor is of more importance than the building of a road”; and
“some of the members don’t take the trouble to attend meetings of the
board for weeks at a stretch”.

And still these same Honolulu newspapers express pained surprise
that the rest of the territory looks askance at the suggestion of a re-
apportionment in the legislature that would put us all at the mercy of
this same regime of inefficiency or worse!

WHERE POLLY ANNA PHILOSOPHY IS NEEDED

A lot of food for thought is contained in two small tables of statis-
tics in Governor McCarthy's report to the Secretary of the Interior,
recently published. It is shown by these figures that during the past
fiscal year ending June 30, 1918, there were more departures, of every
race in the Islands, than there were arrivals, excepting only Filipinos
and Japanese women. In other words, all that the territory gained dur-
ing the year through immigration was 1206 Filipinos, 1086 Japanese
women, and 34 Chinese women and children.

A table covering stecrage arrivals and departures for the past 8
vears tells the same story. Every race save only the Japanese and Filip-
mos have lost by departures more than they have gained by arrivals,
the Japanese gaining 1690 and the “little brown brothers”, 17,169,

We have made some gain in population through births, however,

Il races save only the pure Hawaiians showing a small increase in the
8 years, after allowing for the departures and deaths. But this total
gain from births and arrivals over deaths and departures, for the period,
amounts to but 43,922, an average of less than 5500 per year. Of these

the Japanese account for 42 percent and the Filipinos for 38 percent,

About the only consolation we can draw from these figures is that
it might be worse, Most of the new arrivals are American citizens by
tirth and our missionary instincts should thrill at the opportunity we
have of educating them and otherwise preparing them for their future
work in the Orient or in the mainland states. We can look for our
veward in the hereafter, for we cannot hope, as things are at present, to
keep them permanently in the Islands.

Lumber Prices Do
Big Avi_g_tion Stunt

Nor'West Yesterday Jumped $6.30 And
Redwood $5 Per M.— Resumption
Of Building On Coast Probable
Reason—New High Record

—_——
—

Maunaolu Seminary
Makes Good Record

Maunaoly Seminary made some
good records for the last term, accord:
ing to a report which has just been
made out, and covering the term end-
ing December 21. The etanding of

as follows: The end of the war has falled to

VIl Grade bring down the high cost of living in
Lilinoe Rowland . .......... 92 |Maul, In so far as bullding construc-
Ngit Negoo Lee . ...ooaea ++ 91 |tion is concerned. On the contrary
Esther Feary . . co.oovearns 80 | ihe cost of rough lumber is golng sky-
Bllen Lake o s oaiiragas 80 |rocketing in the past few weeks above
Rose Ah Nee . ....... ceree 90 lits already high price.

Luey Lono . . ........ crvee B8 The Kahulai Railroad Company
Annie Keanu . . ..... catetais BB sent out o new list yesterday morning
Mabel Huewaa . ........... 83 |showing a big advance on hoth nor'

Vil Grade west and redwood, and this on top of
Yoshino Takayama . ....... 0 a $2.80 advance on redwood on Dec-
Hannab 8Mm . . vcicusines 87 ember 28,

Lily IWRlS & ;o0eaeess b A 86 The increase noted in the new list

Kealoha Knaihue . ......... 85 |on all sizes of merchantable grade

Emma Jeremiah . .......... 84 |nor'west lumber, is §6.30 per thou-

Annie Kawaakost . .......00 81 sand, The pdvance on extra mer-

Puplls standing 1009 in  written |Chantable redwood is an even $5 per
examinations: thousand.

MURIS = 5 & s S Rough nor'west now costs at Kahu-

lul from $55 to $66 per thousand, ae-
Grammar Yoshino Takavama. cording to size, and ordinary flooring
Spelling . . Lucy Lono, has advanced from $61.70 to $68 with
. additional cost for speclal stock.

Rough redwood now costs from
#6715 for 2x4s of shorter lengths
(the cheapest size) to $063.15 for 1 x 12,
and up to as high as $76.16 for some
slzes,

.. Esther Feary and Ngit Ngoo Lee.

EUREKA, California, Dec. 27—(By
Associfted Press,)—The three sons of
Mrs. Charles Shepherd living near
here all have lost their eyesight,
either wholly or in part, as the result

of accidents,

Willlamy S8hepherd Is In a local hos-
pital recovering from the effects of
the removal of an eye which was In-
lured when struck by a flying plece
of hourd in a mill where he was work-
Ing.

James Shepherd, his small brother,
lost un eye sevoral yéars ago when
struck by a jack knife while at play.
The other eye becume affected and
the boy ig tolally blind.

Grove Shepherd, another brother,

lokt an eye in a dynamile explosion.

Shingles have also followed suit,
redwood shingles juroping from §1.45
per bundle, 1o $1.65; and cedar from
$1.65 to $1.80 per bundle,

A revival of building operations on
the coast, followlng a general curtall
maent of such work during the war, is
presumed to be the cause of the up-
ward trend of lumber priceg In gener-
al. Nor, according to those in posl
tion to know conditions, does there
seem any likellhood that prices will
go downward at any early date. The
present prices are probably the high
est ever known in the Islands.

Two pounds of merged butter from one pound
of butter and one pint of milk, is possible with

The Wonder
Butter Merger

Simple and specially constructed, it merges butter
and milk into a truly delicious and ereamy product,
Tastes like Country Butter.,

one size only, $1.25
=. O. Hall & Son, L.td.

Honolulu, T. H.

The housz of dependable merchandise,
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Cleaning,Dyeing & Laundering

that pleases. Clothes come back to you in fresh, crisp bundles,
with an assurance of renewed wear, when you send them to the

FRENCH LAUNDRY

J. ABADIE, Proprietor.
Jno. D. Souza, Paia Agent M. Uyeno, Kahului Agent
Jack Linton, Wailuku Agent.
HONOLULU

LADIES’
BLACK KID
LACE BOOTS

$5. $5.50 and $6.

We recently received these, lace boots with cloth tops, and v
are able to sell them at the prices quoted. We cannot buy more
to sell at this price, our advices from the manufacturers being
conclusive that shoes will cost more,

Manufacturers’ Shoe Co,, Ltd.
P. O. Box 469 : : H HONOLULU

ZEROLENE

The S tam{ard il for Motor Cars

The Popular Motor Oil

Co s
More ZEROLENE is used zhm%ﬁoﬁn'g‘nf”
for automobiles on the Pa- Engine ype

cific Coast than all other
oils combined,

Leading motor car distrib.
utors praise ZEROLENE,
correctly refined from se-
lected California asphalt-

Engines are either wa-
ter-cooled or air-cooled.
This, the air-cooled
type, like all internal

combustion engines, re-

base crude, because it main-
tains its lubricating body
at cylinder heat and gives
perfect lubrication with
less wear and less carbon
deposit. Get our lubrication
chan.: showing the correct
consistency for your car,

A T Bt tindues
STANDARD OIL COMPANY

(Califoraia)

quires an oil that holds
its full lubricating qual-
ities at cylinder heat,
burns clean in the com-
bustion chambers and
goes out with exhaust,
Z ERO!.ENE fills these
requirements perfectly,
because itiscorrectly re«
fined from selected Cali-
fornia asphalt-base
crude,



