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DEBATE IN THE SENATE.

Toxevay, August 13, 1850,
ADMISSION OF CALIFORKIA,

The Senate having under consideration the
bill to adwit Chlifornia as a State into the
l!ldm:da m ensued m‘}"h:‘. necessarily
omitted y y morning. nestion was
o the of the bitl. 3

Mr. DAVIS, of Missi
pose, Mr. President, at
aud ia the known femper of thy Hauntmdto
enter into any argument upou 1) s or de-
merils, Am{nuyh there is u widesficld of facts
pol yel explored, it is not my o enter
wpon it. | feel thut it would be useless. More

1 do not pro-

stage of the bLill,

L it I abiould fear to expose If to an
wxlibition of that restlessness which has on this
jucstion marked the majority of the Senate, and

which .{‘ do mot wish to enconnter.” Bntrl inuh
why, whown, is the spirit of im-
p&ntm.ﬁd! Does it proceed from a
desire to provide a government for California ?
N, sir, the records deny that. This impaticnce
is wost exhibited by those who, at the lnst
sassion of Congress, refused, unless with the
slavery restriction, to unite with us to give the
benefita of & government to Cali-
forni—anch a government as was then adapted
10 Uweir wﬂl&: » more, such a govern-
meul as is best to their condition

now fouin] most earnest in ing upon us, in
violation of all m::‘:tf this
Btate into the Union. Then are we not cozni-
pelled 10 conclude that their poliey, both then as
now, wis swwmtlby the single desire to ex-
clude slaveholders from introducing that
of y into any of the recent aequisitions
from Mesico? Is that in accordance with the pro-
vision of the Coustitution, which seeures equal
privileges and immuities to all the eitizens of
the several States of the Union? Is it in aceor-
dance with the principle of cven-handed justice,
if there had been no constitutional !
Thewe acquisitions were made by the of
the whole United States, and we are boun! to
reweinber thut those whom this bill proposcs to
cxclude, contributed more than their fair
tiun, both of blood and treasure, to w
territury ! No, sir, the Constitution forbids, jus-
tice condemus the course which is pursued, and
iotism and reason frown y upon it.
s it then a matter of surprise we, the safl-
fering p::!v. have shown resentment and made
determined opposition ? In it not rather a matter
of surprise that that i which has blazed
thronghout the Southcin States should have
Leen received with such calm indifference by the
wajority of Congress; that Congress las not
only refused to listen, but has treated with
scoru the appeal which has been made ! Such,
sir, hus been the history of this debate.,

But if the motive be denied, then 1 ask, if not
for the reason [ have given, why are Northern
setators pressing with such eagerness the adwis-
sion of Cilifornia ! Is it to secure a benefit for

their manufactures or nu-?nl.’vmf No, sir. They

i

know that when the people of California come
in they will be a e in favor of free trade,
and that their poliey will be to invite the ship
ping of the world, aud sccure for themmselves

cheapest transportation. It is not then for pur-

08 their own i .
e T

( Now they are
in the wajority, and they need ne addition for
such :ﬁ.moau that. Theu we are forced
eoncl L itis for the purpose of u_cressidn
upon the people of the South—ihat it is aniex-
hibition of that mrltﬂn dominant party
regards neither the Constitution nor justicey nor

the feelings of frternity which bind them t5 us,
but treads with rnthless and relentloss

all considerations which should govern

wise, just, and patriotic

- | tional spirit is rife over the land, and when those

With unit d hearts and ready arms the people will
gathor around it for its protection; ir, it
would be indeed n Union of brethery, s not
that forced Union which it is sought now to
establish and maintain by coepcing soverei
SBlutes at the point '

T
By by

ing the free spirit of the

by the terror of marching

confidence, by the unpurchasable affection of the
people, by Jmme o fundamental principles,
and under the direction of the letter of compact
and Union, this republic has grown to its present
grandeur, lus illastrated the blessings, tsught to
wankind, the advantages, of representative liber-
ty. _Asa nation, it is, though yet in the fresh.
negs of youth, among the first Powers of th:
glebe, and casts the shadow of its tection
over its citizens, on whatever sea or shore, and
however far they winder. When we see
# departure in t inistration of the Gev.
eroment from the fundamental prinei on
which this Union was founded, and b ronce
to which it has thus prospered, we have reason
to believe the 1 irtue and wisdom of our fathers
have departed from the people, or that their
agents are unrgorthy of those whom they repre-
sent,

We stand on the verge of an aet which is to
form an ern in the bistory of our country, Now,
for the first time, we are nbout permanently to de-
stroy the balance of power between the scctions
of the Union, by securing a majority to one in
both Houses of Congress ; this, too, when sec-

who are to have the control in both houses of
Congress will also have the Executive power in
their hands, and by unmistakable indieations
have shown a disposition to disregard that con-
stitution which made us equals in rights, privi-
leges, and immunities, hen that ier for
the protection of the minority is about to be ob-
literated, I feel we have reached the point at
which the decline of ounr GZevernment has com-
menced, the point at which the wreit restraints
which have preserved it, the bonds which have
held it together, are to be broken by a rathless

jority, when the next step may lead us to the

int. at which ion will assume such a
orm as will require the minority torise in forei-
ble resistance.

Such are the momentuons consequences
which is foreseen as possibly flowing from this
event; nor are these forebodings, in any degree
reduced, or these injuries at all tempered by the
apirit in which it is done. They are rather ag-
gravated by the concurrent declarations which
are made; the scoffing superiority assimed to-
wards those who are your equals in every con-
stitutional sense ; the foretaste which has been

ven us ofthe arrogance of political supremacy.
tis this which has served to create, and which
hma fully justified the extreme opposition exhibit-
&l by SBouthern Senators. I was prepared to
go 1o _any poasible limit in opposition to this
measure, because I felt and feel that the fute of
my country might de upon it, and therefore,
as a patriot, as one devoted to the Union, here
as readily as elsewhere, I was and am ready to
sacrafice myselfin such a cause. It is not there-
fore, for want of will, but for the want of power,
that | have not offered further opposition than 1
have.

In that temper to which 1 have alluded, as
manifested on this oceasion, we are forewarned
of the fate of the minority when the South be-
comes such permanently in both Houses of
Con In that spirit of aggression and
mkw&mgmi of the rights of the minority
when the power is to execute its
will ; I believe we may see, like the handwriting
on the wall, the downfall of this Confederacy.
The oceasion, therffore, to my mind, is one
whieh may well justify all the feeling which has
been exhibited, und clsims of the patriot what-
ever sacrifice may be demnnded. For myselt,
actuated by such motives, ud controlled by
such opinions, 1 required nothing to prompt,
direct me to the
I had needed

.Ide un APPro.

ble the Governor to
offer e Wilmot Prm'im).
ifit be by CongPess and approved
by the President.  And in this bill, as it is pro-
1 see fn any essential i
from the Wilmot Provisa, V mat-
ters it to me whethor Cofigress has d

And this, is the evidence of that love for the
Union which is constantly presented to us as a
reason why we should abandon the rights, why
we should be reereant to the known will of onr
constituents, why we should disregard the duties
we were delegated to perform, and submit to
aggression such o8 freemen have never tamely
borne. But, Mr. President, is this the way to
wvoid dunger from the which has
been aroused ; ivthis the way 10 avert the danger
of disunion, if such danger cxist? That indig-
nation, aod that danger, #o far o8 it has been ex-
cited, is the ogpr\u of injustice, and this is the
maturing set of u series of measares which Jead
10 one end—the totdl destruction of the equality
of the Blates, und the overthrow of the rights of
the Bouthern section of the [Mion, e, sir,
of the South, are the equals of the North by
compnet, by inheritance, and the patriotic devo-
tion and saerifices by which the territory from
whiel itis prov to exelude us was acquired.
And when wuch an ou ' excites 8 manly re-
monstrance, instead of Imnqing with it & feelin
uf forbearance and a disposition 1o nbstain a
refloet, it is anawered by the startling ery of dis-
union, disnnion! What constitutes the erime
of disunion ¥

This, sir, isa Union of sovereign States, under
a compact which certain powers to the
General Government and reserved all else to the
Hiates respectively, or to the people. To the
Union the Bouth is as true now as in the day
when sur forefathers assisted to establish it;
against that Union they have never by word or
deed offered any :‘mon. They have never
claited from this Govemnment any pecu-
liar advantages for themselves. They have
never shrunk from any duty or aacrifice
Ly it, nor sought to deprive others of the benefits
It was W corifur. They have never
spoken of constitutional Union but in re-

ul lunguage ; they have never failed in
waght which would secure to ity the unin-
cumbered enjoyment of that legney whieh our
futhers left us.

Those who endeavor to sap and undermine the
Conatitution on which that l?nion rests are dis-
unionists in the most opprobious understanding
of that term, such heing the erime of disunion
1 ask by whom, andhow is this spirit of disnnion
promoted ! Not by those who maintsin the Con-
stitution from which the Union arose, and by ad-
herence to which ithas reached its present great-
pess ; not th who refuse to surrender the
principles which gave birth to the Union, and
which are the sou
who, claiming the equalit

bor «, declare that ‘I.hely wif] resist an odious, un-
con titutional, and unjust diserimination agai st
their rights,  Thia, sir, i 40 mainthin the Union
by ug the foundation on whieh it stands
and if it be sedition or treason to raise veice and
hand against the miners who are working for ite
overthrow, against tiose who are mecking 1o
build upon its ruins a new Union which resta not
upon the Constitution for authority but upon the
dominant will of the majority, then iy heart is
fille i with soch sedition and tresson, and the
reprosch which it brings is estoemed as an Lionor,
But, sir, if gentlemen wish to preserve the con-
stitutional Union, that Union to which 1 and
thoae whom I répresent are so srdently attached,
I have to say the way is s casy and an pluin as
the road te murket. Yoo lve but to abstain
from injustice, yoo have but to secure to each
section and to all citizens the provisions of the
constitution under which the U P‘wﬁ‘%

you have but to leave in

to which they were

_ i Then, sir, ifany rathleas hand shonld
ised to destroy th temple of this Coufederacy,

full ppeeation the p
ciplea which pmmi-tad.emﬁm fave Huﬁj

of ita existence ; not those I

A within eertain limits of the old territory of |
mﬂ- alavery shall be prohibited, or whether |

anauthorized people within that territory, and
thus exclude us from it? If there be any dif-
ference, it would be in favor of the aection

Cor
would be

against the exteasion of the limits of sl
perty, it woald bethe fraud or usurpation
t, by which we wpuld be L

oi the seizure of another subsequently sustaing
und justified by the agent.
But the effect of an aet of Congress would
be leas permanent ; it might be repeuled, and
| might more probably than the provision of a
State Constitution, be reversed by the decision
of the inhabitants of the territory. It can bring

no soothing to me to say the act is that of the
t:npl--. was 1o organized permanent

sdy of ns, such as constitute o ple. |
Those scted but registered the well known |

will of the majority of Congress on the wnbject
of slave y und if their unanthorized ncts
are approved, breathed into life by this govern.
ment, it will be because they Iu\'eyler\‘ﬂl its par-
pose in exclading the South from equal partiei-
pation in the territory.

There is a great difference between the organ-
ized inhabitants of a territory, n political com-
munity authorized by legislative action, and the
unmhllgn. however lurge and respectable, of an
unorganized mass of adventurers. The former
could not, without the consent of the United
States, erect & Btate out of the terri of
which they were the people, and, unaw
assume to themuclves sovercign power over it.
‘l:l if ::';'h' doubtful, it cannot be elaimed

t, without any such organization, without an
evidence as to numbers or qualifications, an 'nn,r
organized band of adventurers ean set at it
the sove ty of the United States, convert
the public domain to their own use, and claim
therefrom the right to be admitted as a State
into the Union ; that gold hunters or fur traders,
fishermen or trappers, may rush on to newly ne-
| quired domain, and for purposes genernl or spe-
:dnl. tem or permasent, te the
| tervitory which belongs to the United States to
their nwn exclosive benefit, or to that of a par-
| ticular section, with an insulting discrimination
against one-half of the people of the Confed-
| eruey to whom the territory belongs.
But the case presented to us is even worse
| than this. The people thus fonnd ns sojourners
or adventurers on the territorye were not
themselves the prime movers in this matter.
They were prom to it. Tt is n foet, sir,
which has come to my knowledge, that the mili-
tary governor who suceeeded after the pesce of
Queretaro sent out mgssengers to ascertain
whethar the le of California desired to have
a civil instoad of the existing military govem-
ment ; and that he received such an answer as
cansed him to refuse to issue the proclamation

ddﬂ.t..?lﬁ';ﬂnm. [
- l:l‘;lwl.m:mﬁr" o3

Congress shall give validity to an act of an | 3"

: becanse the injustice and opp sl | h

territory from the United. Bttes
It was not

and te it to thowmselves.
dt:gnm;{:ho imipress of ldr purpose. If

e i
consequences which are m; to result from
this movement were uot o grave, we should
look upon all the action which occurred anterior
to the ussembling of that conventiou, the manner
in which the elections were conducted, and in
whieh the ratification of the coustitution was
:}bee e I&Mam ofllmm

ought 1o be worthy of incorporated
a book, written by &ynli.*lylur. we are in-
formed that while teavelling in one district just
bolure the election, he came near being seized
on and elected 1o the convention nolens volens—
like Teague O'Regan, the hero of modern
ehivalry.  Thast which was intended as a satire
on our popular clections might here have been

verified.

I do not propose to detain the Senate by en-
tering into evidenee of that kind. These and
E;ve: facts are abundant, but 1 know it is use-

to produce them, My purposo now, Mr.
President, is to make a serious appeal to the
Senate against the act which there is but little
doubt they are about to perform.  In the name
of equality, of constitutional ert, of of
fraternity, 1 call upon the majority to ol —
I utter no menace, I foretell no violence ; now,
as heretofore, I refuse to contem or speak
of digunion s a remedy, But, sir, “in sorrow
rather-than anger,” T solemnly warn the major-
ity that they do not look to lﬁt’ South as m
on which victories are to be won without cost,
and where the emoluments of conquest are to be
obtiined without sacrifice. We, sir, are the de-
scendants of those who united with the men of
the North in the revolutionary struggle upon
what was to them an abstract principle’; we are
the deacendants of those who cast behind them
considerations of safety and interest—who look-
ed danger in the fice, and united with your fi-
thers beeause they were oppressed.  "Then, sir,
unless it is believed that we are dogenerate sons
of our glorions sires, in that fuct should he
found a warning inst presuming too far
upon the loyalty which, Ly the sons as by their
siree, has been exhibited to the Union, ~ That
loyalty is to the Uunion as established by the
Conatitution.  Sir, they are not bound to the
mere form that holds the States together. If]
know their character, and have read their history
with understanding, they would reject it as worth
less weed whenever the animating spirit of the
Constitution shall have passed from the hody.
Then, Senators, countrymen, Lrethren—by
these, and by other appellations, if' there be
others more endearing and impressive than
these, I call upon you to pause in the course
which, presseil by an intemperate zeal, you are
pursuing, and warn you, lest blinded by the lust
for sectional dominion, you plunge into an abyss
in which will lie buried forever the glorious
memories of the past, the equally glorious hopes
of the future, and the present inmeasurable
happiness of our common country. It is notas
one who threatens, nor as one who prepares for
collision with his enemies, but as one who hasa
right to invoke your fraternal fecling, and to
uard you aguinst an error which will equally
bear on us both; as one who, Laving shared
your hopes and your happiness, and who is
abont to share your misfortunes, it misfortunes
shall befull us; it is as an American citizen that
Ispeak to an American Senate—it is in this
character that I have ventured to warn you:
it in with this feeling that I make my lust sol-

emn appeal,

REMARKS OF Mr. CLEMENS.
ON THE GALIFORNIA BILL.

s
In 8 1

_ now, sir, that
thia bill is to pass; T know that any thing i can
say here will have no effect to prevent its passage;
uuri. under these considerations, [ had determined
to content myself with giving a silent vote agninst
it. Some of my friends, however, have this morn-
itjg sugzested that a few remwiks from me might
1ot be altogether out of place.
In obedience 10 their wishes, | propose to state,
ther in the form of a protest than a speech, the
reasons why | object to the passage of this bill,
Those reasons have been heretofore sinted and
gt length by mysell and others. | shall
g riore to-day than recapitulinte the main
gz for another time and another
ed discussion of topics
ierwise than wearisome

the bill because there
. { the inhabitants,
log Iaw, and thi= Sen-
it apfhe formation of the
ber of free imhabit-
‘nlifornia sufficient to
ntative, much less two,
o Territorial government
' gt California by law. I ob-
"o it b there was no law of Cougress
. woundaries, and no law authorizing the
afion of a eonstitution and State zovernment.
Above all, I object to it beeaues it in ihe ulflpfing
of Executive usurpation. The convention was
called together, organized, and completed its mit-
tings under military nuspices. That clause of the
constitution which prohibits slavery was notori-
ously adopted expressly to exclude one-half of
the States of this Union from an equal participa-
tion in the fruits of a war in which Southern and
Northern blood wan freely mingled, and Southern
and Northern treasure was lavishly expended,

These objections are not now stated for the first
time. | urged them long ngo. And in all the de-
bate which has fhllowedﬁnmusl be permitted to
say, ""J. have not been answered. On the con-
trary, they have been admitted. The force of
them, however, is sought 10 be evadediby the as-
sertion, that, although maony irregulatities have
unquestionably attended the npplication of Cali-
fornia for admission as n State, yet these i -
larities may be, and ought 1o be nvtrlmkn i
eonmiderntion of the extruordinary circumstances
of thecase. That Congress having failed to pro-
vide a government for California, it was the right
of the people o establish one for themaelves,
which we are now 40 recognize. This ar-
Ermt would. wot be nltogether without foree if

ifornin and the majority in Congress were the
only parties in interest, If the rights of no one
elve were affected, the majority might atone
for a former wrong by dispensing with the usual
gunrds and securities.  Such, however, is not the
ease. There are, unfortunately, two interests in this
Government—a Northern and a Southern interest.
It becomes necessary, therefore, 1o know which
one of these interests perpetrated the first wrong,
and which is to be benefited by that now pmpnnﬁ
If it be true that both rections are equally to
blame for refusing to give a territorinl government
o Californin, orif it be true that the Southern
Btates alone are guilty, then, sir, we would have
no right to complain if that wrong should be
a8 an argument against ua now, The re-
cord, however, shows that such was not the ease,
In nddition to that record, if more were needed,
we-have the published declarations of the senator
from New York, (Mr. Sewann) that he himself
was mainly instrumental in cnosing the defent of
the territorial bill. The Northern interest denied
& government to Californin, and now, when they
are 10 be benefited by the adminsion of California,
this outrage is converted into an argument, und
we are gravely nsked to assent to the doctrine that
two wrongs make n rishr.

The failare to give California a government wan
no fault of ours. Upon what prineiple, then, is
the North to be rewarded for n sin whe did commit,
and the Bouth punished for earneatly endenvoring

previoual red, That the lamation re-
mained u-!.ul hI: SUCCERROT, whopri:nod it, same
Into power, when, with a few additions and ll.i';.hl.i
modﬁ.l' tious, it was pont forth, There llli
been no material change in the state of the
cvnntry. It is true there was an additivaal in-|
flux of population, and an  additional reason to |
suppose thut & Territorial government wonld |
nol be provided fur them, but the papnllﬁnﬂ!
was ns unstable as hefure, and nbt mael bettor |
prepared to support 1 State govornment. Under |
these clreumstances, this Governor sent out his |
Lwelulmtinm ealling on the people to mest snd

old s convention to form a constitution for

to prevent ita commission? Sir, 1 feel bound to
say that Loyola never ind more ingenious or more
unserupulous digeiples than those who renson af-
ter this fashion. A wrong wasdone 1o California
and to us, in refusing a Territorial government,
Now another wrong is (o be heaped ujion us be-
cauwe of the first. The story of the scapegont,
o wlich we lr:;:d not long winee, has found its
totype in istary of the Southern people,
¢ have been d o the verge of a precipice,
and are nbout te rled down backwards for
the sins of others, not our nwn,
1t in necensary that | should refer lere, Mr, Pre-
sident, to a few remarks which were inade by the
senntor from Miclignn yesterdny, and | regret

mandates of my Swue is treason, lhey must expect

n | the sersion the committee of thirteen introduced a

.e ™ a governmen
%— ur copsent ; that v'r:hu
n gowrnment for them, they

rent right to establish one for themselves, This,
wir, i nwot the doctrine which 1 learned from a

of that se r, delivered a few years ago.
1 to read t were his sentimentsin lﬁ’l.
1 from his speech on what i3 called the three

million bill : 7
“But no territory hereafter Lo be acquired can M
without an et of Congress providing for

0 cfitumlmm-:t." o
Now, nir, this is inely my doctrine, and the
Socuriné of tie Bupth, "W belleve that an act of

of the South.
in indi to the government of
any territory, and when we find that no such act
has passed in to California, we can recog-
nize no governmedt established by those who m'}

o be upon her soil as legitimate.

hiElﬂllu BENALOT BAYS : N & .

“ is the very first step in its progress, in
the new career opened toit.  Till then no legiti-
mate anthority can be exercised over it,"

Aguin, sir, I agree with the senutor, and I am

y 10 be nble to quote his high authority
nat the new dectrine of squatter :ovtrngty

ich id beginning 10 pervade the land. The
right of a few individuals to seize upon the public
domain, erect| themselves into a sourmgatge,
is something whigh, in mﬁ) t, cannot
too strongly ted. | no other reason
for opposing the admission of California, this
alone would be muflicient, and I might a o
the senator from Michigan to go with me 1n that
opm’mn. if he still audheres to the opinions I have
q:u;wh Mhl i :fo otberr J‘lﬂl;::l have spoken of
the e nction of the Stai s represent
upoti the passage of this bill, tl:("m know
what Alabama may do. That her sction will be
characterized by wisdom and firmness I have not
the least doubt. [ am not here to indicate to ber
what she ought to do. I am the servant, not the
leader of her people. Whatever they do, I shall
do in despite of Executive menaces, and of all the
bloody gmmnﬁh«hnnd- may exhibit to our
view. m

" upon :hanhi: of the State while it
was yet a Territary, we have grown up together,
Timz afler time she has committed h_erﬁmnor and

her interests to my hands. Aguin und agnin she
has wrusted and :!omoud me, and 1 noo?;ize no
allegiance to any power higher than that I owe to
her. Whenever she commands [ will obey. If
she determives 10 resist this law by force, by
secession, by any s | am at her service in
whatever eapacity she desires o employ me. If
this be treason, 1 am a traitor—a  traitor who glo-
ried in the name.

1 know, sir, that the President, in his late letter
to the Governor of Texas, has assumed the right
of the Governmenl to coerce a sovereign State, [
deny that there is any thing in the Constitution—
any thing in the laws, 1o jusiily snch an assump-
tion. ‘The law is plain and elear—individuals, not
States, are the subjects of coercion. Ifany Siate
should secede, let him, if he dares, attempt 1o em-
ploy military force to compel her veturn.  He wil)
soon find, in that event, that he has more than one
State to deal with, and that the powers and re-
sources of this Government are wholly inadequate
to the task he has undertaken, The federal doc-
trine that all power lodges here has been some-
what widely repudiated, and the denial of Stute
sovereignty, either North or South, can bring to
the Executive nothing but contempt,

I hold that my first alleginnee is due to my State,
and that treason cannot be committed against any
wee while obeying her mundates. Such opin-
ions have recently been unsparingly denounced,
but lgt me warn those who resort to such weapons,
that: they may be used by more than one side.
Therc are more traitors than traitors to the Union,
8ir, | impugn no man’s motives who lets mine
one. 1 question the purity of no man's conduct
who does not provoke retahiation by assailing oth-
ers ; but when men intimate that ngudiance to the

to hesr in return that, in my opinion, there are
those in this Jand, and about this eapital, who
would sell their souls to Satan for the privilege of
having a hand in President making, Cabinet mak-
ing, and the consequent distribution of the public
viour, were he ngai th, for

e = phrg 3

1 have said all [ think it nee
not mean to argué the bill here.
sary, argve it at home,

to say, Idid
1 shall, if neces-

Procress or Free-soi Slltﬂﬂl‘.;f.—'['ht Hon
R. M. T. Hunter, in his recent able speech in the

United States Senate, depicts, in a_ striking light,
the advances Wigich have been made by the abo-
lition sentiment during the lnst thirty years. A

most forcible illustration of this truth is furnis
in the history of the Missouri Compromise,
1821, when the peace of the country was
serionsly threatened by this slavery 1on,
than 1t is now, the Missouri Compromise ten-
dered to the South, nnd became a law over the
heads of the SBouthern representatives. It was
acquisced in, however, by the South, as nn ex-
treme concession for the sake of the Union, To-
day, the South offers 10 settle our differences on
the principle of the concessions then made, and
those who advoeated it are denounced as witras,
The North was then ready to hang us if we did
not accept the Missouri Comproniise; now it is
ready to hang uaif we demand it. ' To-day we
are denounced for not nccepting Clay’s Com-
pronvise, which deprives us of sull greater righta,
and if we nceept ity in ten years we shall be equal-
ly denounced if' we insist even on its feeble guar-
nntees.

But the history even of this session of Con-
greas, is not without proof on this point. At an
early day of the session, Mr. Clay introduced in
the ate n seriea of resolutious, which were in-
‘tended a8 a basis of compromise for our troubles,
Thowse resolutions met with almost universal de-
nuneiation at the South, and even the warmest

dmi of that dared not utter one word
in aj valof them. Mr, Clay himself war un-
hesitatingly denounced as a_traitor to the South,
and his former mouth-piece did not venture evena
vindication of him.

Well, what were those resolutions! One was
to abolish the slave trade in the Distriet of Colum-
bia, and prohibiting a d ite of slaves therein
Sor of sale. Another was to admit Califor-
nin with suitable boundaries. Another was to form
Territorial Governments for Utah and New Mexi-
co, and another was to enact a law for the more
effectunl recovery of fugitive slaves. Later in

n

compromise, which is now known as the Clay
Compromise, and, as we shall see, very properly
mmﬂed. This Compromise embraces fen-
tures, which am the abolition of the slave

tende fu the + prohibiting rﬂﬁ: of|
slaves therein for of sale, and
hibiting their epont there for iow; 3 10

admit California with her presentbound ries; 3d, to
ide Terrtorial Governments for Utah and

ew Mexico, and 4th, to provide mnuoﬁ'ﬁemnlly
for the recovery of fugitive slaves, How has this
Compromise been received st the South? We
venture the nssertion, that not one of the papers
in this State which now cordially embraces thin
bill, (perhaps the Augustn Chronicle & Sentinel
excepted ) said one word in commendation of it,
inthe first jssue afier it was known what that

Jess | ihe

existed between us, and being in doubt whether
the action of the Genernl A was desi
to do this, we wait to be inform
ing, and when the usual d
it ahal
cated,
4. Resolved, That this action of our body be
communicated by our Secretary, to the Modera
g.orl;; lllu General Assembly, 1o meet in St. Louis
in 4
~ Thus it will be seen that both tiese bodies hav-
ing declined to appoint delegates, and the Assaci-
ntion having resolved 1o wait for explanations,
the intercourse between them is suspended. The
bability is, that it will remuin so ; at lenst so
ong ns the Association retain their present dispo-
sition—that of taking upon th ves the guar-
dianship of other people's business,—Sowthern
Presbyterian.

_—— ]
THE SOUTHRRN P RESS.
WASHINGTON CITY.
-'_PRI__DA Y, AUGUST 16, 1850.

L tor is sent 10 us,
| be kindly received and cheerfully recipro-

A letter from Col. Maxey Grrce of
South Carolina . to Gen. Foors, will be found
in our columns to-day, A voply from Colonel
Cuessur has also be en received, and shall ap-
pear to-morrow.

We leave these gentlemen to speak for them*
selves, which it will” be scin, they are very
capable of doing effectually, ;

Moral Condition of Blacks.

One of the principal eharges against Slavery
made inthe North by women in pants, and men
in petticoats, is that it violates the marringe re-
lation and establishes promiscuons intercourse.

Well, we saw recently in a Northern Aboli-
tion paper, a letter from WitLiam WEeLLs
Brows, a fugitive slave, who has become an
agent of the Massachusctts Anti-Slavery So-
ciety.

The standing of this man was called in ques-
tion on account of his desertinge his wife—and
the letter was his defence.  He said  that
soon after his escape, he married, we think.
in Rochester, New York, we suppose among
the wupper cirust people of color. He
states that soon after his marriage he discovered
that his wife's mother lived with a man called
her second husband, whilst her fiest was still
living—that her sister had one or two children
without being married at all, and that her bro-
ther was in the New York Penitentinry—and
that his wife soon began an intrigue with ano-
ther man, which he attempted to break off, but
in vain—and separated from her.

My, Williun Wells Brown could have fared
no worse than this in the most immoral fumily
of slaves in the South—while in the great ma-

Jority of them he might have done much better,

In $lavti, however, the negroes have their
own way, and we commend the following to the
atteution of modern philanthropy :

MORALS IN HAYTL
The New York Journal of Commerce says :
“In the officinl part of a late number of the

of their muu-.

, Th Vil e b:vceiia thi]- mr;nlqﬁm e
W ise s+ being nnwilling to sus-
pend the h-ienﬂ?; edr.‘rfu;mnd:? Sl:t has so ﬁ)"ng

nger stop the w
two n

see the bLill thro to President

where it will not long be detsined,

California in the House ! you are
yond explanation or OWQ‘LII ir yo:h.’.n‘ cotsent
is

no lo

adjourn  before California Stale ia
Union.”

Meeting of the Southern Members of the
House of Repressutatives.

At length we have to congratulute the South
on the attainment of greater unity among her
representatives than has yet been known.

At a meeting held a few evenings sinee, the

following members were appointed a Committee
on Resolutions :

¢

Roserr Toonass, :?Gemn. Chajirman,
Messrs. A, Bu South Cuarolina; IL W,
Hilliard, Alabama b Thompson, :

E. Carrington Cabell, Florida; Volney E,

ard, Texus; Robert W. Johnson, Arkansas;
Ispac . Morse, Louisiana; J. 8. Greene, Mis.
souri; J, A, Seddon, Virginia; T. L. Clingman,
North Carelina ; James H. Thomas, Tennesses;
C. 8. Morehead, Kentueky ; John W. Houston,
Delaware ; R. L. Bowie, Maryland.

We understand that the deliberations of the
Committee resulted in almost entire unanimity,
[and secordingly— b i

Mr. Toomes, Chairman of the Committee of
Fifteen, reported the following resolutions, which
were adopted :

1. Resolved, Thnt no eitizen shall be deprived
of his life, liberty or property, except by th:d)'ndg-
ment of his peers, and the laws of the land, and
that the common law, ax it existed in the Ameri-
ean Colonies on the Ath of July, 1776, and the
Constitntion and laws of the United States a
plieable to our territories, shiall be the fandamen-
tal law of said territory.

2. Resolved, That in the event that the non-
slaveholding States object thus to put the life,
liberty, and property of American citizens un-
der American laws, we will insist upon a di-
vision of the country on the line of 36. 30, with
a distinet recognilion and protection of property
in slaves,

3. Resolved, That we will not vote for the ad-
mission of Culifornia unless the Southern boun-
dary be restricted 1o the parallel of 36. 30 north
latitude.

4. Resolved, That we will not agree to any
boundary between Texas and New Mexico,
which proposes to cede to New Mexico any por-
tion of territory south of the parallel of 36. 30
north latitnde and west of the Rio Grande,
prior to the adjustment of the territorial ques-
tivns.

5. Resolved, That the representatives of the
slaveholding States will resist by all usual legis-
lative and constitutional means, the admission of
the State of California and the adjustment of the
Texas boundary, until a settlement of the terri-
torial questions.

6. Resolved, That the true boundary of Toexas
is that defined by the act of the Texas Congress
of Deeember 19th, 1836 ; and it is the duty of
the South to maintain the smmne, unless a satis-
factory adjustment of it is had by the assent of
the State of Texas,

7. Be it further Resolved, That the powers
and duties of the Committee of fifteen be con;
tinued until the further action of the meeting,
and that the Chairman of that Committee, by
the eoncurrence of’ any thi

* Moniteur Maytien’ is a document g'i\r.iﬁ the
m or hs, murringees - dis

. roa”.e, P ¥, [T,
i the Province of the North, Cape Haytion.
Liberte, L'Aculfﬂu Nord, m, Mainas
Jean-Raubel, Port Margot, Limonade, and Plaine
du Nord. In these towns the whole number of

whom 1,700 were born out of wedlock, and only
163 were legitimate.  Such n monstrous dis-
proportion between these two classes of chil-
dren exists in no other country, we venture to
say, pn the face of the earth where the marringe
tion is Fecognized. In the same towns
eaths in that period were 406,65 marriages,
and 1 divorce. In Port an Prince alone, the
eapital of the Empire, there were 413 children
born, and only 20 of them in marriage; 77
deaths, and 20 marriages.”

{7 The Intelligenver, after having been in
eclipse during the Administeation of General
Tavron, shines ont again under the new one.

Now is the winter of its discontent,
Made glorious suinmer by this son of York.

Under Tavror the Republic took the lead as
organ. The Iutelligencer saw the Whig party
was divided, and did not know which wing would
prevail, It therefore kept dark on the questions
in dispute—was silent about the President’s plan
and Mr. Cray's plan,

But General T'avvon died, Mr. FiLuyong sue-
ceeded, began to use his inflacnce in favor of the
Omnibus—and the gallant editor of the Intelli-
gencer stept into that vehicle with great sagaci-
ty—just as it broke down! The Inirlligencer
crawled out from the fragments, rubbed its
shina, scratched its hend, and waited. But as
soon as the Senate commeneed its present ea-
reer of outrage by passing the Texas, and Cali-
fornia bills, the Intelligencer i« itself aguin, The
long devotion to ulten Northern politics—to
Federal usurpation, and its hatred of the South
for a resistance to these, heretofore more or less
succensful, breaks oot.  The Intelligencer was
silent and sad, whilst-there was a chance of de-
fenting the scheme of Southern spoliation. But
when the prospect of preventing it in Congress
grows dim, when the Execntive drws the
sword—when Texas is in arte, when Georgia
in in commotion, when Alabama, Mississippi and
Florida, are moving “like a deep sea wave,
when South Carolina stands * with forward step
and fiery look,” then the Intelligencer like

Compromise was. It met with the unqualified
execrution of some, and the favor of not one pub-
liec journal in Georgia, Now,on the contrary,
we find at lenst four infloentinl presses in s
State, l.mld;r advoenting ity adoption, Let it be
remembered that this Compiromise differs but little
from Mr. Clay's resolutions, and every one of
those differences is againat the South, wnd that
while no one in this Iatitude endorsed the latter,
many are clamorously in favor of the former, and
some idea mny be formed of the fearful progress
which nbolition sentiment is making even at the
South.—~Columbus (Ga.) Sentinel.

Intencourse Svae ~—Or readers will re-
member that in conseqence of what the General
Arsambly considered an unwarrantable interfer-
ence an Jhe part of the General Association of |
Mmspd®itusetia with our opinions and course of ac-
tion, as a church, in relation to domestic slavery,
the following resolution was passed by the Als-
sembly:

“The joyous wolf from covert drew."

The prospect that Southern rights and South-
ern men will perish, and thal the stench of fal-
len and deeaying liberty will pollute the politi-
cal atmosphere, prompis the Inielligencer to
plame its wings, and soar like that bird of proy
that secks the deep blue sky, only when the
taint of carmage and carrion sweeps along the
nir,

[ The New York Tribune thus rejoices over
the recent action of Congress. Its approval of
those proceedings nffords the best proof of the
vorrectness of our comments thereupon.
Although different parties may oppose the
rame measure through very difforent motives,

Resolved, That our delegate to the next general
Associntion of Masanclusetts, bndirmlacfm in-
form that venerable body, that this General As- |
sembly must consider itself the best judge of the |
action which it in necpasary to take s to all sub- |
Jecrs within its jurisdiction, and that any inter-
ferenoe on the part of that General Associntion,
with it action upon any subjects upon whigh
this Gepernl Assembly hns t order, is offen-
mve, and must lead to an interruption of the cor-
respondence which subsists between the Associn-
tion and this Assembly,

At the Inie meeting of (hat Associntion, the ne-

yet assent to the same propositions must be
baded an an identity of sentiment and feeling.
The advice to the House is identioally the same
ns thal tendered by the Republic ; both counsel
the nmjority to * sit out™ the Culifornia measure
against all plans of parliamentary frustration :
“It is something to rejoles over (says the
e g v I g o ol B
tion and fruitloss e that the Bill
into
the

providing for the Adwiskion of California
the Unlon yestorday passed the Senate by

: To v

children born in these months was 1,863, of th

may at any time call n
ot the slaveho

&

Covrumpia, 8. C,, August 12, 1850.
Bin: T begleave to call your attention to a few
little perversions of truth, used by you lately 1o
impart facetiousness to the remarks, with - which,
in your capacity of bully, buffoon, and bore to
e Senate, you were pleased to honor me.

I have been waiting to see your report of your-
self in the Union; but not having been able as yel
to obtain it, I am obliged to refer to other papers,
You nttributed 1o me the solemn declarations (I
refer for convenience to n sort of summing up in
the report of one of your innumerable and intolera-
ble speeches, made on the 3d of Angust, and pub-
lished in the Southern Press and other pnpers)
“ that if Congress shall undertake to admit Cali-
fornia into the Union at all, South Carolina will
wecede from the ?ion-—ﬂud seize upon Califor-
nig—upon the mouth of the Mississippi—and
blockade the Western Swates. ™ .

I made no such declarations. The veport of my
speech st Camden, which served you for n text,
contained no such declarations. ~ And youn, of
epurse, knew perfecily well that you were per-
verting the truth.

The report of my speech was prepared withcut
consulting me by the tary of the meeting at
Camden, wos never seen by me until after its pub-
lication, (which was unexpected to me,) and being
brief, has encou You to use your pelly ar-
tifices of distortion. Hut the report in il actual
state in sufficient to conviet yon of disingenuous
practices, ns was rendered evident by the correc-
tion made by a senator from Missouri, of a mis-
atalement into which, trusting to your version, he
had inadverteniy fallen.

What Idid say on these points was, in sub-
stance; this :—

That if California, with its pretended constitu-
tion nind usurped boundaries, should be admitted
by Congress as a State, or should be left in its

t condition, excluding the South from all
share of the territory, the slaveholding States ought
to secede from the present Confederncy, and form
a Southern confederacy, That if foreed into a
war by the injustice of the North, the slavehold-
ing Siates might rely on sure elements of sucoess,
nmo”n which would be the power, h{ closing
the Mississippi agninst the commerce of the north-
western States,to bring that section to terms ; and
that the injustice practised by the non-slayghold-
ing States, in attempting to exclude the South from
ﬂf share of California, and to rob Texas of its
territory, would justify the confederacy of the
I|l'.h:;{dil’l States in taking ;u-mion by force
of the whole, or of any California. "

e, Northern man who denounces this as trea-
won, [ would meét simply with defiance. The
servile Southern phant who raises the ery,
provokes ibexpresmble scorn, |

By way of apology for undertaking to areign
me er the te, you asserted (nccording to
a report which | find in the Baltimore C!Tpﬂ.)
that 1t seemed to be rendered neceseary by the
very particular mention | had made of you, This
in not merely a perversion, like the statements al-
luded to nbove, but a fabrieation of your fancy.
1 did not say a word about vou in my speecl ,
that | remember. At all evenin, thers is not n
word about youin the rtof it.  But, perhapr,
with the instinct of Scrab, in the play, you feit
that if I kad spoken of you, it must have been in
termn of contempt.

Permit me now, sir, ax you are in the habit of
lecturing senators and citizens, in or out of place,

4
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were these vights demied—The vight to fight, and
the right (o do wrong—" Black Cockade Fedeval-
om revieed"'— The right of Equalily another Fun-
Tm%#hlhb.h.
.m'm' M ']
l'nnqun'w rue Usiren Svares.
Bin—It is admitted on all sides, that the Con-
stitution containa certain principles which are sa -
ramental, embracing conditions so vital and funds-
mental, that without their adoption, the Constitu-
t'on and the Union could never have been formed.
Conditions pf ) maust be as progressive
and con as the Constitution itwelf, and last-
ing ite life-time, must siand with it, and Gall with
it. Upon their acceptance the Union was founded
WMM&.U“M.
Nothing is better known (o the statesmen of the
country, than that the Constitution would never
have been adopted nor ratified by the Southern
States, had not the Northern States received and

P-| accepted those provisions which the Constitation

containa relating to the inatitution of slavery. The
debates set forth in the Madison papers, impres-
sively make known, that these provisions consti-
tuted among others the South’s wltimata, and that
but for the clause conferring representative rights
in Congress upon three-fiths of the slaves, and
the clause providing for the reclamation and sur-
render of fugitives from wervice, no nion conld
have been formed between the parties then repre-
sented in the Convention. The thing was impos-
wible ; and hence the South became a purty to the
Union upon the fundamental condition, that these
provisions should be strictly adhered to and faith-
fully performed, so long as the Union lasts, The
duties and obligations thus devolved upon the
North, were explicit, imperative and immutable,
and quently itl the stipreme law of
the case, that the Union's existence should be de-
pendent upon the faithful performance of these
fundamental conditions.

Now, sir, as hypotheses are quite as good
us fuets to test principles and compass conse-
quences, I will put a case, or fwo cases rather.
Suppose, that afigs the adoption and ratification of
the Constitution by the States, that Congress in
1791, in apportioning the representation among
the States under the census of 1790, had refused
toregard three-fifths of the slaves as representative
numbers, and had withholden from the South all
representation on their nceount. The North had

the power to do so, had she been disposed to use
it. Ina Benate of 26, she

,. 3 | Delaware,

Hamp i
Maussachusetts, # | Maryland, 6
Rhode Island and Provi- s

dence Plantations, 1 | Virgiuia, 10
Connecticut, 5 | North Carolina, 5
New York, G | South Corolina, 5§
P Ivania, 8 | Georgia, 3
New Jersey, 4|
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This is one ease : Now for the other: Sup-
pose that after repeated efforts on behalf of the
South, the majorities in Congress had repentedly
and finally refused to pass any Jaw to carry it into
cffect, the clause of the Constitution providing for
the reclamation and delivery of fugitive slaves,
and that the Northern Stutes had refused their res
titution without it !

Such are the hypotheses: where would be the
remedy? From the postwlata in neither, could a
** case” be framed either in ** Jaw or equity," 10
give the Supreme Court jurisdiction under the
Constitution, over matters so obviously pelitical

and exclusively pertnining to the legislative de- -

partment of the Government. Neither could the
argument of thewld Federalists, that Congres ix
the final interpreter of the Constitution in all cases
where the Supreme Court is without jurisdiction,
avail uny thing, for Congress iinelf would have al-
rendy decided it against the South and against 1he
Copstitution ! 1 repent the question: where would
be the remedy ? The North’s faith, and two of
the fundamental conditions of the Union would
have been flagrantly and purposely broken.
Would the South be bound by conscience, duty,
or the Constitution to remain in the Union, and
submit to these deep wrongs, and to abandon hier
right to slave representation, and her right of re-
clamation of fugitives from service? Would the
only right left her, be a micur to viewr? A,
Webster's micnt or civin,. wan, and sLoony mevo-
vorion ! Mr, Webster’s micur 1o missonve tar
wiork Uxton v srETaney’s nLoop, 1o secune
TO MER THE RIGHT OF FPEACEFUL SECRSSION |
Well, dir, ose the Bouth, unterrified by Mr.
Wahde'-'m t Federal doctrines, should
stand fast by the principles of her own illustrious
Jefferson and Madison—the State-rights platform
of the Kentucky and Virginia resolations of 98,
where every State-right Soathern Whig, and eve-
ry trite hearted Democrat, dwelleth he North or
South, standn at this day, and resuming the sov-
ereignty she had only parted with in faith of the
guarantees so wilfully broken, should quietly se-
cede from the Union, What then? Would the
rerongs of the North confer on her a right to fight
Sfor them? A right to force the SBouth back—
(if she condd. —Mind that ! If she covrn,) into the
Union, shorn of those rights of slave-representa-
tion and of slave reclamations, which formed the

(but [ must retract a part of the exy 1de
not helieve that you have ever had sufficient sense
of decency to do it in place,) to offer you n very
whort lecture for the amendment of your mai-
ners.
To pervert the language of others into a sense
not intended by them, is not regarded as reprelien-
sible in a elown ‘at u eircus, or a jester over a
eonvivial bettle. But it is not very becoming to
use thia triok for effect on the floor of the Senate,
even in these days of senatorinl decline, when
Serub may be a wenator. 1 have pointed out your
perversions of the hnqmge in_which my spesch
il make the proper acknow-
ledgements, or not, according as you may have
any regard for truth left, or as you may nmong
the ines o wﬂehl - n'ru‘;ddi::lqi. liave
rompromised awny what little of the goalicy you
ever possessed

You bantered n senator from South Carolina
with the offer that you would, if invited, come to
Charleston or Columbin, to diseuss the questions

hich have been Lefore the Senate,

s
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d ntw and the conditions for entering it!
If two wrongs could thus make a right and give
warrant for the quences just deduced from i1,
then must it be plain, that these fundamental con-
ditions would have been no conditions at all, but
deep deceptions and foul frauds; and containing
those very elements of nullity, which would de-
base and avoid the whole instrument at the forum
of any judicature in Christendom? Who ean be-
lieve, that the wewoxs of 76 and the saces of ‘87,
who have secured un all we have and made us all
we are, should have bequenthed us as our heritage,
& Constitution plenary of powers and sanctions,
for absurdities and oppressions so monstrous ns
these ! 1 must doubt, if there be one man living,
having a conscience in hin breast, and brains
enongh to think with, who would tarnish with
such n stain the memories of these eminent dead,
by sanctioning with his credence an interpretation
of that instrument so redolent of unlimited power
and slnvisl submission! I defy the wit of man
o deny the right of wecession in the cases T have
put, without comeeding that the Staten and their

. %
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