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Address to the People of the Somthofn
| e States.

At a'large meeting of Southern members
of both Houses of C?gre-,he!d at the Ca
itol on_the evening of the 7th ultimo, the
Hon. Horxins L. Turnsey, of Tennessee,
having been appointed Chairman at a pre-

vious meeting, took the Chair; and, on motion
of the Ho ;;‘f} avip Hussarp, of Alabama,
the Hon. W :‘iil.l“ J. ALstox, of Alabsma,
was app Secretary. . ¢
upon, the Hon. A. P, Burten, of
South Carolina, from the committee appoint-
ed at a preliminary meeting, reported an Ad-
dress to the Southern 4 recommending
the establishment, at Washington City, of a
newspaper, to be devoted to the support and

defence of Southern interests; which was
read, and with some slight modifications,
adopted. : s
he following resolution was offered by
the Hon. THopas L. CLindsax, of North
Carylina, and unanimously adopted by the
meeting.
, That the committee, i
ww instructed Lo give m& i:
of the Senators and ves in
to establish
by 2,”" subserip-
or who may herealter authorise committes to in-
clode their names. <
Maryland.—Senator: Thomas G. Pratt.

Virginia.—Senators: R. M. T. Hunter, | g7

J. M. Mason. Representatives: J. A,
Seddon, Thes. H. Averett, Paulus Powell,
R. K. hande, Alex. R. Holladay, Thos.

8. Bocock, H. A. Edmundson, Jeremiah

Morton.

North Carolina.—Senator: Willie P.
Mangum, Representatives: T. L. Cling-
man, A. W. Venable, W. S. Ashe.

South Carolina.—Senators: A. P. But-
ler, ¥. H. Elmore. Representatives: John
McQueen, Joseph A. Woodward, Daniel
Wallace, Wm. ¥. Colcock, James L. Orr,

. Armistead Burt, Isaac E. Holmes.

. & Georgia.—Senators: John McP. Berrien,
William C. Dawson. Rﬂ:rasentatina: Jo
seph W. Jackson, Alex. H. Stephens, Rob-
ert Toombs, H. A. Haralson, Allen F.
Owen.

Alabama.—Senator: Jeremiah Clemens.
Representatives: David Iubbard, F. W,
Bowdon, 8. W. Inge, W. J. Alston, S.
W. Harris.

Mississippi.—Senator. Jefferson Davis.
Representatives: W. S. Featherston, Jacob
Thompson, A. G. Brown, W. W. Me-
Willje.

Louisiana.—Senators: 8. U. Downs,
Piorre Soule. Representatives: J. H. Har-
manson, Emile La Sere, Isaac E. Morse.

Arkansas.—Senators: Solon Borland, W.
Sebustian. Representative: William R.
Johnsen.

" Texas.—Representatives: Vol. E. How-
ard, D. 8. Kaufman. -

Missouri.—Senator: D. R. Atchison.
Representative: James S. Green.

(entucky.—Representatives: R. H. Stan-

ton, James L. Johnson. .

Tennessee.—Senator: Hopkins L. Tur-
ney. Representativgs: James H. Thomas,
Frederick P. Stanton, C. H. Wilhams, J.
G. Harris. ' :

Florida.—Senators: Jackson Morton, D.
L. Yulee. Representative: E. Carrington
Cabell.

And upon motion, the meeting adjourned.

HOPKINS L. TURNEY, Chairman.

. ArTesT:
. "o

Wu. J. Avstox, Secrelary.

“THE ADDRESS.

The committee to which was referred the
duty of preparing an Address to the peo-
ple of the slaveholding States upon the
subject of a Southern Organ, to be estab-
lished in the City of Washington, put
forth the following :

FrrLrow-crTizens: A number of Sena-
tors and Representatives in Congress from

_ the Southern States of the Confederacy deep~
ly impressed with a sense of the dangers
which beset thoge States, have considered
carefully our means of self-defence within
the Union and the Constitution, and have
come to the conclusion that it is highly impor-
tant to establish in this city a paper, which,
without reference to political party, shall be
devoted to the rights and interests of the

South, so far as they are involved in the ques-

tions growing out of African slavery. To

establish and maintain such a paper, your
support is necessary, and accordingly we
address you on the subject.

In the contest now going on, the consti-
tutional equality of fifteen States is put in
question. Some sixteen hundred millions
worth of negro property is involved directly,
and indirectly, though not less surely, anin-
calculable amount of property in other forms.
But to say this is to state less than half the
doom that hangs over you. Your social
forms and institutions—which separate the
European and the African races into distinct
classes, and assign to each a different sphere
in society—are threatened with overthrow
Whether the negro is to occupy the same
social rank with the white man, and enjoy
equally the rights, privileges, and immum-
ties of citizenship—in short, all the honors
and dignities of society—is a question of
greater moment than any mere question of

roperty can be. .
; g:ch is the contest now going on—a con-

test iu whieh public opinion, if not the pre-| po

vailing, is destined to be a most prominent
force ; and yet, no organ of the united inter-
ests of those assailed has as yet been es-
tablished, nor does there exis: any paper
which can be the common medium for an
interchange of opinions amongst the South-
n States. Public opinion, as it has been
formed and directed by the combined influ-
ence of interest and prejudice, is the force
which has been most potent against us in
the war now going on against the institu-
tion of negro slavery ; and yet we have ta-
ken no eflectual means to make and main-
tain that issue with it upon which our safety
and perhaps our social existence depends.
Whoever will look to the history of this
uestion, and to the circumstances un-
jer which we are now placed, must see
that our position is one of imminent danger,
and ope to be defended by all the means,
mur;? and political, of which we can avail
ourselves in the present emergency. The
warfare against African slavery commenced,
as is known, with Great Britain, who, aft:r
having contributed mainly to its establish-
ment in the New World, devoted her most
earnest efforts, for purposes not yet fully ex-
plained, to its abolition in America, How

wisely this was done, so far as her own col=| tion,

onies were concerned, time has determineds
and all comment upon this subject on our
Enrt would be entirely siperfluous. If,

owever, her purpose was to reach and em-
barrass us on this subject, her eforts have
not beepwithout success, A common origin,

a eommon lgngﬁlgO, have
literature ours to a t

efforts of the British Government
to mould the public opinion of all who
, have not been

speak th‘m la
vain or . On y they
have been deeply felt wherever the Eng-
lish langu is spoken; and ths more
efficient and dangerous, because, as yet,
the South has taken no staﬁu to appear and
plead at the bar of the world, before which
she has been summoned, and by which she
has been tried a'ready without a hearing.
Secured by constitutional guaran'ies, and
independent of all the world, so far as its
domestic institutions were concerned,gthe
South has reposed under the conciousness
of right and independence, and foreborne to
lead at a bar which she knew had no juris-
iction over this particular subject. In this
we have been theoretically right, but prac-
tically we have made a great mislake. All
means, political, diplomatic, and literary,
have been used to concentrate the public
opinion, not only of the world at large, but
oF our own country, against us; and resting
upon the undoubted truth that our domestic
institutions were the subjects of no Govern-
ment but our own local Governments, and
concerned no one but ourselves, we have
been passive undef {hese assaults, until
danger menaces us from every quarter. A
eat party has grown up, and is increasing
in the United States, which seems to think
it a duty they owe to earth and heaven to
make war on a domestic institution upon
which are staked our property, our social
organization, and our peace and safety.
Sectional feelings have been invoked, and
those who wielﬁ‘ the power of this Govern-
ment have been tempted almost, if not guite,
beyond their power of resistance, to wage a
war against our property, our rights, and
our social system, which, if successfully
rosecuted, must end in our destruction.
E:very inducement—the love of power, the
desire to accomplish what are, with less
truth -than planail:)ilily, called “‘reforms’—
all are offered to tempt them to Xre“ upon
those who are represented, and, in fact,
seem to pe an easyé:rey. to the spoiler. Our
eqality under the Constitution is, in effect,
denied; our social institutions are derided
and contemned, and ourselves treated with
contumely and scorn through all the avennes
which have as yet been opened to the pub-
lic opinion of the world. That these
assaults should have had their effect is not
surprising, when we remember that, as yet,
we have offered no organized resistance to
them, and opposed but little, except the iso-
lated efforts of members of Congress, who
have occasionally raised their voices against
what they believe to be wrongs and injustice.
It is time that we should meet and main-
tain an issue, in which we find ourselves in-
volved by those who make war upon us in
regard to every interest that is peculiar to
us, and which 1s not enjoyed in common with
them, however guarantied by solemn com-
pact, and no matter how v’ital{y involving our
prosperity, happiness, and safety. It is time
that we should take measures to defend our-
selves against assaults which can end in
nothing short of our destruction, if we oppose
no resistance to them. Owing to accidental
circumstances, and a want of m‘m"ﬂf
the true condition of things in the Southern
States, the larger portion of the press and of
the. political literature of the wotld has been
directed against ua® The moral power of
public opinion carries political strength along
with it, and if against us, we must wrestle
with it or fall. 1f,as we firmly believe, truth
is with us, there is nothing to discourage us
in such an effort.

The eventual strength of an opinion is to
be measured, not by the number who may
chance to entertain it, but by the truth which
sustains it We believe—nay, we know, that
truth is with us, and therefore wa should not
shrink from the contest. 'We have too much
staked upon it to shrink or to tremble—a
property interest, in all its forms, of incaleu-
lable amount and value ; the social organiza-
tion, the equality, the liberty, nay, the exis-
tence of fourteen or fifteen States of the Con-
federacy—all rest upon the result of the
struggle in which we are engaged. We
must maintain the equality of our political
position in the Union ; we must maintain the
digrity and respectability of our social posi-
tion gefore the world ; and must maintain
and secure our liberty. and rights, so far as
our united efforts can protect them ; and, if
possible, we must effect all this within the
pale of the Union, and by means known to
the Constitution. The union of the South
upen these vital interests is necessary, not
only for the sake of the South, but perhaps
for the sake of the Union. We have great
interests exposed to the assaults, not only of}
the world at large, but of those who, consti-
tuting a majority, wield the power of our
own confederated States. We must defend
those intevests by all legitimate means, or
else perish either in or without the effort. To
make successful defence, we must unite with
each other upon one vital question, and make
the most of our political strength. We must
do more—we must go beyond our entrench-
ments, and meet even the more distant and
indirect, but by no means harmless assaults,
which are directed against us. +We, too,
can appeal to public opinion, Our assailant;
act upon theory, to their theory we can op-
se experience. They reason upon an
imaginary state of things to, this we may
oppose truth and actual knowledge. To do
this, however, we too must open up avenues
to the public mind; we, too, must have an
organ through which we can appeal to the
world, and commune with each other. The
waut of such an organ, heretolore, has been
perhaps one of the leading causes of our pre-
sent condition.

There is no paper at the Seat of Govern-
ment through which we can hear or be heard
fairly and truly by the country. There is a
paper here which makes the abolition of sla-
very ifs main and paramount end. There
are other papers here which make the main-
tenance of poHtical parties their supreme and
controlling object, but none which consider
the preservation of sixteen hundred millions
of property, the equality and liberty of four-
teen or hfteen States, the protection of the
white man against African equality, as para-
mount over, or even equal to, the mainten-
nance of some political organization which is
to secure a President, who is an object of
interest not because he will certainly rule, or
perhaps ruin the "South, but chiefly for the
reason that he will possess and bestow office
and spoils. The South has a peculiar posi-
i ber important rights and interests
are ts of continual assault from the ma-
Jority; and the party press, dependent as it
is upon that ma{zont for its means of living,
will always be found laboring to excuse the
assailants, and to paralyze all efforts at resist-

men commupicate with the L

each other, upon their own peculiar inter-
ests? So far from writing, or permitting
anything to be written, which is calculated
to defend the rights of the South, or state its
case, the papers here are engaged in lulling
the South into a false security, and in man-
ufaetaring there an artificial public sentiment,
sujtable for some Presidential platform,
though at the expense of any and every in-
teggst you may possess, no matter how dear
or how vital and mementous.

This state of !hinﬁu results from party ob-
ligations and a regard to party success. And
they but subserve the ends of their estab-
lishment in consulting their own interests,
and the advancement of the party to which
they are pledged. You cannot look to them
as sentinels over intereststhat are repugnant
to the feelings of the majority of the self-
snstainin%foarty.

In the Federal Legislature the South has
some voice and some votes; but over the pub-
lic press, as it now stands at the Seat of
Government, the North has a controlling in-
fluence. The press of this city takes its
tone from that of the North. Even our
Southern press is subjected, more or less, to
the same influence. Our public men, avaa,
our southern mwen, owe their public standing
and reputation too often tothe commendation
and praise of the Northern press. Sruthern
newspapers republish from their respective
party organs in this city, and ip so do-
ing, reproduce—unconscious, doubtless, in
most instances, of the wrong they do—the
northiern opinion in regard to public men
and measuzes. How dangerous such a state
of things must be to the fidelity of your re-
presentatives it is needless to say! They
are but men, and it would be unwise to sup-
pose that they are beyond the reach of temp-
tations which influence the rest of mankind.

Fellow-citizens, it rests with ourselves to
alter this state of things, so far as the South
is concerned. 'We have vast interests, which
we are bound, by many considerations, to
defend with all the moral and political means
in our power. One of the first steps to this
Ereat end is to establish a Southern Organ

ere, a paper through which we may com-
mune with one dnother and the world at
large.” We do not propose to meddle with
political parties as they now exist; we wish
to enlist every southern man ina southern
cause, and in j:afanca of southern rights, be
he Whig or be he Democrat. We do not
Ernpaaa to disturb him, or to shake him in

is party rélations. All that we ask is, that
he uhul{ consider the constitutional rights of
the South, which are involved in the great
abolition movement, as paramount to all
party and all other political considerations.
And surely the fime has come when all
southern men should unite for the purpose of
self-defence. Our relative power in the
Legislature of the Union is diminishing with
every census; the dangers which menace us
are daily becoming greater; and, the chief in-
strument in the assaults upon us is the public
g;-esa, over whichjowing to oursu |{.inanesu, the

orth exercises a controlling influence. So
far as the South is concerned, we can change
and reverse this state of things. It is not
to be horne, that public sentiment at the South
should be stifled or controlled by the party
press.

Let us have a press of our-own, as the
North has, both here and at home—a press
which shall be devoted to Southern ri.gihts,
and animated by Southern feeling; which
shall look not to the North but the South for
the tone which is to pervade it. Claiming
our share of power in Federal Legislation, let
us also claim our share of influence in the
press of the country. Let us organize in
every Southern town and county, so as to
send this paper into every house in the land.
Let us take, too, all the means necessary to
maintain the paper by subscription, so s, tc
increase its circulation, and promte the
spread of knowledge and truth. Let every
portion of the South furnish its full quota of
talent and money to sustain a paper which
ought to be supported by all, because it will
be devoted to the interest of every Southern
man. It will be the earnest egort of the
committee who are charged with these ar
rangements, to procure editors of high talent
and standing; and they will also see that the
paper is conducted without oppositim, and
without reference to the political parties ol
the day. With these assurances, we feel
justified in callin§ upon you, the people ol
the Southern States—to make the necessary
efforts to establish and maintain the proposed
paper.

A. P. BUTLER,
JACKSON MORTON,
R. TOOMBS,

J. THOMPSON.

May 6,1820.

From the Portsmouth Pilot—Extra.

U. 8. Surr St. Many's,
Hampton Roads, June 15, 1850.

Dean Sin: The St. Mary's, bearing the broad
ennant of Commodore Geisinger, arrived here
ast night, after a pleasant e of eighty days

from Batavia. She sailed from Macao on the
22d February from Manilla.

The Plymouth, Com. Vorhees, sailed at the
same time for Turon Bay, on the mission of Mr.
Balestier, U. 8. special Agent and Envoy to Co-
chin-China, Siam, &e.

The Dolphin, Lieut. Com. T. J. Page, was at
anchor in Macao Roads.

The ohject of our visit to Manilla was to receive
on board, and bring to the United States for trial,
five American seamen who were in prison there,
charged with having set fire to the American ship
Mauossachusetts, ol'gNew Bedford, at the Marian
Islands.

We sailed from Manilla on the 6th of March,
leaving in the river Pasig the American brig Zo-
toff, Capt. Wallis, to sail soon for home. About
the 16th of March, near the Straits of Gaspin, two
cases of emall-pox made theirap nee on d
and we put into Batavia to send them on shore, in
the hope of arresting the spread of the contagion,
in which we succeeded. At the date of our de-
parture from Batavin, March 26th, their recovery
was considered hopeless, 3

On the 20th May, in lat. 3¢ 33' south, long. 240
51’ west, spoke English ship Ceylon, of Sunder-
Innd, fifty-six days out, bound to Port Adelaide,
with emigrants, She desired to be reported, *“‘all’s
well,"

There are also on board three prisoners from
the Pacific squadron, sent home under commuta-
tion of sentence of death by court martial.

List or Orricens.— Commodore, ). Geisinger.
Liewtenants, J. B. Marchand, C. ap R. Jones, W.
E. Boudinot. Jcting Liewtendnts, A. C. Rhind,
D. Ochiltree, master. Purser, C. Anderson. Swr-

. 8. R. Addison. Liewt. of Marines, F. B.
Commodore’s Secretary, Fred, Schley.
, J. L. Breése, D. L. Braine, C. L.
Haralson, J. H. Rowan, jr. Boatswain, John
Crosby. C , C. W. Babbitt, Sailmaker,
W. B. Ingitt. Gunner, John Brown. Passenger,
G. R. West. %

cNe_il.

Yours truly,

Tur American Coroxies are rapidly rising into
eat impertance; the mnluio_n has increased
m 53,000 in 1898 to 350,000 in 1849, and the
exports from £18 in 1898 to £2,187,533 in
1845; the last year the amounts have been exactly
stated. At the present rate of incrense, the popn-
lation will be 2,500,000 in 1872; the number of

ance, How is it pow? The abolition party

convicts in 1840 was about 3,000,
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The Position of Virginia.

The art of forgetfulness, as well as the
art of memory, seems to be as important to
the modern politician, as it was to a_certain
ancient philosopher. But much depends on
the classification of events,—which o re-
member and which to forgel. In the
present attitude of affairs, it has occurred to
us that the public, solemn, repeated official
declarations of the State of Virginia con-
cerning the great questions now pending
might have some claim to be yet consider-
ed—at least by her sons. We therelore
subjoin certain resolutions, that have passed
her Legislature within the last few years.
They were adopted after ample deliberation
and debate—without distinction of party,
and with extraordinary unanimity. If the
honog and character of a State can be
pledgdd to anythifig, they are pledged to
these resolutions. If any State has honor
and character to pledge, Virginia has.

Virginia did not make these declarations
without believing they were right, nor with-
out a determination to maintain them. They
were not made as threats, or as boasts, or
as pretensions that might be supported,
qualified, or abandoned, according to circum-
stances. They were (o stand. \Ang any
different interpretation of them, is an impu-
tation upon her, of bluster and hypocrisy.

Yet now we ‘it proposed by some,
that Virginia shall consent to a compromise
or an adjustment of the present controver-
sy—not that will be in accordance with
her own principles, or her own purpose, as
thus repestedly and solemnly avowed, but
that will give her *“ as much as she can
get"’—that is, as much as those are willing
to grant—against whose impudent and in-
‘sulting threats she replied so nobly and so
well.

And bas it come to this, that Vir-
ginia—the whole South—that rny State,
the meanest in spirit and weakest in power,
in this Union of equal States, and in a con-
troversy as to the most vital, constitutional
rights, personal honor, domestic peace, and
political power, shall be taught to submit to
the will of a mere majority, and take what
it can get 7 Why this is the doctrine of
abject submission to absolute power, ex-
pressed in the most pusillanimous terms. 1t
is the language of the huckster—of the men-

dity to the buyer at his own price—it is the
humble supplication of the destitute and dis-

possessed to the possessor—it is a surrender
at discretion.

Virginia asserted that she was equal
owner with other States of the Territory
of California—the richest region of the
world—and that her citizens had an equal
right to emigrate thither. If she is to
be denied all such rights, what kind of
a ‘“take’ does she ‘‘ get” by that. Vir-
ginia thought, and nobody denied, that her
citizens had a right to emigrate to any part of
Texas. If this right is cut off as to a large
portion of that State, what sort of a *“‘get” is
that for Virginia? She thought that in the
District of Columbia she had some interest
in the slavery question, with which Congress
hiad no right to interfere, even as to the slave

trade. But Congress undertakes to abolish
that ; and if it has that power, has the
power to abolish slavery itself there. ~ What

does Virginia get by that? What dogs Vir-
ginia get by anything proposed 2 'Why, the
utmost it is pretended she will get, is a law
to give a little more security to that property
which the Constitution hasalready been found
too weak to secure against a majority here-
tofore weaker than in future-—and she will
have her right rezognized to emigrate to New
Mexico and Utah where nobody wants to go,
and where no slaveholder can remain after
their admission as States, as the population
already there will be certain to exclude him
in forming a State Constitution. Virginia
then, is required to give up the jurisdiction
over slavery, and the abolition of the slave
trade to a northern majority—she is to give
up perhaps twice her own area of territory
in Texas and abandon all her right to Cali-
fornia, and in return for these she is to geta
promise—a Northern promise—iiot to take
anything msre at present !

Has anything occurred since these resolu-
tions were adopted by Virginia to render
them nugatory ?  Nothing. The people in-
habiting the northern part of California have
adopted a Constitution excluding slavery,
and claiming as a boundary the whole Pa-
cific coastlof the Territory. This itself is a
result of Northern aggression; for, under the
threat of the Wilmot Proviso, Southera peo-
ple were prevented [rom immigrating thither,
and the South thus deprived of her right to

a voice in forming its institutions., This
was a gross wrong and fraud. But does

this render it more expedicnt, or more pal-
atableto the South, to go beyond the doctrine
of the right of a people to form their own
institutions, and submit to the monstrous at-
tempt of the people of California, not only to
act thus for themselves, but to control a vast
extent'of territory South of what they oc-
cupy ; and for the purpose of controlling the
institutions of the people yet to settle it ?
Is it for the South to be reconciled to one
outrage by the perpetration of another? Or
is it more obligatory en men, grown up men,
to resist an attempt to plunder them directly
by a vote of Congress for the Wilmot Pro-
viso, or indirectly by a vote of the same men
for the same- object, in favor of an extrava-
gant and unparalleled claim to Territory by

their allies on the spot

dicant—it is the offer of an inferior commo-| B®"

plandih. ok g o g -
[ Raecee oo by Buacibair nad 1ih, aod ol

80, lest they distract the party, and thereby
incur a Whig ascendancy in the State !

What ! Was not the Democratic party
of Virginia unanimous in supporting these
resolutions of the REegislature? Has not
that party been predominant in every ses-
sion of the Legislature when any of these
resolutions passed ? Did not the very men
who now desert, then insist on their adop-
tion ; and accuse the Whig party there of
treachery to the State because a very small
number of that party did, on one or tw.
occasions, refuse to vote for them! And
has not the Democratic party in the_State
attained its present extraordinary strength
in the Legislature and Congress by mani-
festing, or professing, more zeal for those
very measures than the Whigs.

And shall we be told now, that Democrats
must desert their principles for fear of being
bezten by the Whigs?  And shall this coun-
sel now be given, this warning againat Whig
success proceed from those who are now united
and combined with Whigs—with Crax and
WensTER, to carry the very measures which
Virginia solemnly declared to be an outrage
on her rights and a stain on her honor?

For ourselves we repudiate all party
spirit or party appeals on this great question.
They distract the South and dishonor its
people. But if we could be tempted in
the heat of party zeal, or the hope of party
triumph to resort to sinister means, the last
thing we should think of would be to sacrifice
the honor and faith of a State—of both parties
~for the success of one. And the last ar-|
gument we would use in behalf of party
unity would be, that a majority should for
that purpose abandon its own principles for
¢ what it can get.”

We are not opposed to compromisé, but
the line of 38 deg. 30 m. to the Pacific is
the utmost concession to be made.

Mr. Harvig, after a few remarks, offered the
following resolutions which were unanimously
adopted : >

Whereas, & bill appropriating m to prose-
eute war, or negou'?u{,e p‘:c:l:r%!h mpu ic of
Mexico, the House of Representatives
of the Cougress of the United States, with the fol-
lowing proviso attached thereto :

*‘ Provided, That, as an_express and fundamen-
tal condition to the acquisition of any territory
from the Republic of Mexico by the United States,
by virtue of any treaty which may be negotiated
between them, und to the use by the Executive of
the money’s herein appropriated, neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist in gny
t of said Territory, except for erime, whereof'
the panL{ shall be first duly convicted.”

And this General Assembly deeming this pro-
viso to be destructive of the compromises of the
Constitution of the United States, and an attack
nn the dearest rights of the Soyth, as well as a
dangerous and alarming usurpation by the Federal |
Government—Therefore, :

Be it resolved unanimously, by the General
Assembly of Virginia, That the Government of
the United States has no control, directly or indi-
rectly, mediately or immediately, over the in-
stitution of slavery; and that, in taking an
such control, it transcends the limits of its legiti-
mate functions by destroying the internal organi-
zation of the sovereignties that created it.

9. Resolved unanimously, That under no cir-
cumstances will this body recognise as binding any
enactment of the Federal Government which has
for its object the prohibition of slavery in any
territory to_be acquired either by conquest or
treaty ; holdingitto be the natura land indefensible
right of each and every citizen of each and every
State of this Confederncy to reside with Jus
property, of whatever description, in any territory
which may be acquired by the arms of the United
States, or yielded by treaty with any foreigu
pnwar.

3. Resolved unanimously, That this General
Assembly holds it to be the duty of every man,
in every section of this Confederacy, if' the Union
i# dear to himj to oppose the e of any law,
for whatever purpose, by which territory to be
acquired may be subject to such a restriction.

4. Resolved unanimously, That the passage of
the above mentioned proviso makes it the duty of
every slavelmtdin% tate, and of all the citizens
thereof, as theyvalue their dearest privileges, their
sovereignty, their independence, their rights of

rty, to take firm, united and concerted action
m the emergency.

Preamble and reso! utions relative to the prohibition by
the Congress of the United Stales, of slavery in any
territory lo be uegu(nd by conquest or treaty.—
(Adopted, Mareh B, 1847.) :
Whereas, a bill appropriating money to prose-

cute war or negotiate peace with the republic of

Mexico, has the House of Representatives

of the United States, with the following proviso

attached thereto:

“ Provided, That as an express and fundamental
condition to the acquisition of any territory from
“the republic of Mexico by the United Siates, by

virtue of any treaty which may be negotinted be-

tween them, and to the use by the gxcf.ulive of
the monies hercin appropriated, neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist in any
part of said territory, except for crime, whereof
the party shall be first duly convicted.™

And this General Assembly deeming this pro-
viso to be destructive of. the eqmpromises of the
Constitution of the United States, and an attack
on the dearest rights of the South, as well asa
dangerous and alarming usurpation by the Federal

Government, therefore,
lgnme General
vernment of

1st. Be it vesolved unanimously
Assembly of Virginia, That the
the United Siates, has no control, directly or indi-
rectly, medintely or immediately, over the instit-
tion of slavery, and in taking any such control, it
transcends the limits of its legitimate functions, by
destroying the internal organization of the sove-
reignties who created .

2. Resolved, unanimously, That all territory
which may be ncquired by the arms of the Um-
ted States, or yielded by treaty with any foreign
power, belongs to the several Bates of this Union,
as their joint and common property, in which
each and all have equal rights, and that the enact-
ment by the Federnl Government; of any law
which should direcllg. or by its etfects, prevent
the citizens of any State from emigrating with
their property, of whatever deseription, into such
Territory, would make a discrimination unwar-
ranted by, and in violation of the Constitution,
and the rights of the States from which such eit-
izens emigrated, and in derogation of that perfect
equality that belongs to the several States an mem-
bers of this Union, and would tend directly to
subvert the Union itself.

3. Resolved, That if in disregard of the spirit
and principles of the aet of Co on the ad-
misston of the State of Missouri into the Union,
generally known as the Missouri Compromise,
and of every consideration of justice, of constitu-
tional right, and of fraternal feeling, the fearful
issue shall be forced upon the country, which
must result, from the adoption and attempted en-
forcement of the Proviso aforesaid, as an act of
the General Government, the people of Virginia
enn have no difficulty in choosing between the
only nlternatives that will then remain of abject
submission ion and outrage on the one
hand, or determined resistance on the other, at all
hazards and to the Inst extremity.

4. Resolved unanimously, That the General
Assembly holds it 1o be the duty of every man in
every section of this Confederncy, if the Union is
dear to him, o oppose the of any law for
whatever purpose, by which territory to be ac-
quired may be subject to such a restriction.

5. Resolved unanimously, That the of
the above mentioned proviso makes it -ﬁe duty of
every slaveholding State, and of nll the citizens

word of Virginia, are admonished not to do | ghested

Sinilohing lavary or the slave trade in the Hstrd
ufeelmn. the Governor of this Commonwealth
is requested immediately to convene the
ture of this State, (if' it shall have adjo
consider of the mode and measure of redress.
4. Retolved. That the Governor of this Com-
monwealth be requested to send a cop
resolutions to each of the States of this Union, and
also to our Senators and Representatives.

1""“&50') and kindred subjects, (JAdopted Feb. 12,
‘Whereas, the recent action of the General As-
sembly upon the Wilmot Proviso and kindred
subjects, and in relation to fugitive slaves, has met
with no other response from the non-slaveholding
States, than violent denunciation, and a
it g g il Py s
4 w it is t ¢ inev-
xhbhruultofmnhammnuplha
m: ion of the States must be to excite
i ;ealmly, and distrust among the rest,
to kindle the angriest passions, to extinguish that
spirit of concession, and
bearance and fraternal affection which founded
and have sustained our confederacy, and finally to
dissolve the Union itselfl: Andy whereas, we are
anxious, if ible, to avert the evils which
means of doing this are to be found in the cordial
union of the whole South for the maintenance of
the Constitution, and the preservation of the
Union, if it can be preserved, and for their own
preservation, if it cannot.
1. Be it therefore vesolved by the General Assembly
perse-

of Firginia, That upon the questions thus

veringly and recklessly forced upon the country,
Virginia has taken her position, and that position
will be maintained. Her loyalty to the Union is

no mutter of empty profession—it is stamped upon
every page of her’ history. No State has done as
mﬂw form the Union; noue is prepared to do
more to perpetuate it in the spirit in w it was
formed, and in which alone it can be preserved.
But, loyal as she is and always has been, it were
a fatal error to suppose that Virginia will ever
consent that that Union to which she has looked
as a sofirce of happiness and honor, shall be con-
verted into an instrument of degradation and op-
pression.

2. Resolved, That in the event of the pum:f
the Wilmot Proviso, or of any law abolishing
slavery in the District of Columbia, or in any
manner in ing with the rights of slaveholders
therein, or abolinhmg‘?_hv_er_y in, or the slave-trade
between the States, Virginin will be prepared to
unite with her sister slaveholding States, in con-
vention or otherwise, in the adoption of any mea-
sures that may be necessary to provide for their
mutual defence, or to secure their common saftty.

4. Resolved, That in the opinion of the General
Assembly, a Southern Convention, in which the
States as States are represented, should consist of
delegates selected by the mle of the several
States in Convention nssembled, who should carry
with them all the authority derived from such an
appoinment, and be prepared to act for those

¥ | whom they represent.

4. Resolved, refore, That upon the happen-
ing of either of the contingencies contemplated in
the second resolution, the Governor be authorised
and requested (instead of convening the Legisla-
ture) to issue his proclamation for the election of
delegates to a State Convention, to take into con-
sideration the mode and measure of redress, with
power to appoint delegates to a Southern Conven-
tion, and to ad such measures as the crisis
may demand, Thesmd delegates to be chosen by
‘ech city, county or election district, acco
to its representation in the House of Delegutes,
and to receive the same pnz' and mileage as mem-
bers of the General Assembly.

5. Resolved, That regurding the Convention

sed to be held atNuhyill?nmhe the first Mon-
ﬁy in June next, as intended to enable the people
of the South to take counsel together as the best
and most effectual means of resisting the aggres-
sions of the North, of ing a compliance on
their, with their constitutional obligations, and
thareg;n of p ing the union of these States,
now in imminant peril, reason of the course
pursued by the non-slaveholding States, and their
representatives in Co::hgnn, in the ceaseless agita-
tion (and that too in the most unfriendly spirit) of
questions involving the peace, the institutions,
and the very existence of the Southern States ;
and approving the objects of said Convention, as
above set. forth, the "General Assembly doth re-
commend to the good people of this Common-
wealth to send delegates thereto ; and that to this
end they hold primary meeu in . each city,
county and election district in the State, and ap-
point delegates to a Convention, to be held in
each Congressional district, in the month of May
next, and that the district conventions so const-
tuted, do each select two persons “(one from each
of the two political parties of the rmmu-g) who
shall be delegates to the said Nashville Conven-
tion.

6. Resolved, That the Governor of the Com-
monwealth be requested to send a sopy of these
resolutions to each of the States of this Union,
and also to our Senators and Representatives in
Congress.

Tue NortHeRy MemBERs and presses
have become, all at once, very hostile to com~-
pound legislation. They insist on passing
the Califorsia bill by itself, without condi-
tions or connection with other propositions.
They don’t like to think of mote than one
thing at a time, and above all they hate in-
congruous bills.

All this is very fine for a set of gentle-
men to profess, wno could not two years
ago apprdpriate money to treat for Mexican
territory without adding a proviso, that if it
were acquired, siavery should be excluded.
Nor could the sawe class of statesmen agree
to bills for the government of any of the
Territories—Oregon, California, or New
Mexico—without adding a similar proposi-
tion.

" Texas, on her admission, was made sub-
ject to division by the line of 36 deg. 30 ., in’
order to exclude slavery from the northern
portion. Why was this done ? Because of
the Missouri Compromise. Let the same
thing be done with California. Divide her
by the same line and leave the southern
‘portion to the South, unless it is intended to
respect all compromises so long as they ope-
rate in favor of the North, and violate them
when in favor of the South.

Fuxerar or Sexarom Evmore.—On Saturday,
5th inst., at Columbia, 8. C., the remains of the
Hon, F. H. Elmore were buried within the pre=
cincts of the Presbyterian church, with every
honor, that his fellow-citizens conld bestow.on his

memory,

threaten us, and believe that the most effectual |

To many of those letters, the title affixed

by Goethe to hmm “Factand

 positiots, and a fertility of invention display-
ed, that would make the fortune of professed
- Theart or mystery of letter-writing, bas
attained a degree of finish and perfection in
these days, unparslleled in asy previous age,
fand the old “ Complete Letter-Writer”
been entirely superseded by ‘““Modern In-
stances,” fresh in the memories of all who
read the papers. bl
“Heaven sure sent leiters to mw‘.’i aid.. |
Some banished lover, or some captive maid,"”
said or sung Alexander Pope; but it was re=
served for this  century of inventions”
convert them into potent political engines,
pelty instruments of mighty mischief.

but it has sunk into a very subordinate posi-
tion, compared with the political letter—pub-
lic interests, more than private—being now
chiefly affected through their pot hooks and
hangers, pushed into print, often, in advance
of the receipt of the original by the party to
whom it is nominally addressed. In fact a
very wide difference in the destination of the
two species exists; so that letters now may
properly be divided into letters per se, letters
pro-bono publico, and, last not least, the

correspondence of newspapers.

With the first sort, bein > property,
we do not care to meddley hor are they of
any interest save recipents:—the
other two species, however, may claim a |
passing notice at our hands. T

The letter pro bono publico is rathera’
recent invention, and is much in vogue at
present, It obviates the awkwardness of
appearing before the public in the first person
singular, to give expression to individual
opinions, by assuming the shape of a corres~
pondence—being addressed to Dear—in a
kind of a stage ““aside;” with the full know=
ledge that the theatrical whisper is audible
to the audience—the public. All classes of
politicians, now—from Presidential aspir-
ants in regular gradation downward$,—
sort to this short and easy method of taking
the public into their confidence, and much
of what is called PuBLIC OPINION is manu~
factured thereby. The hint (as bas been
suggested) was evidently taken from the
success attendant on the same plan as pur-
sued by the venders of pills, and potions, .
and patent medicines. The opinions of gen-
tlemen distinguished for publie services, and
knowledge of public affairs, must, of course,
produce a potent influence; and it is desira-
ble that the views of such should be asked
and obtained—this mode being probably
better than any other. But the abuse of

been carried, *‘has increased, is increasing,
and ought to be diminished.”

The third class of letters—from corres-
pondents of papers—is distinct in kind, and
of very different orders of merit and useful-
ness. There is a very large corps of letter-
writers for the different papeis throughout
the country, always in attendance on the
gessions of Congress; and they number
among them almost every conceivable
variety of tharacter, talents, and acquire-
ments. Most of them write with wonderful
fluency and point—and their grey gouse
quills are as great objects of apprehension
to many of the honorable members, as the
rods of the victors were in ancient Rome.

Some use their potent weapons with dis-
cretion—others take great license both with
persons and with facts; and the truth cannot
be disguised, that the estimation in which
our public men are held throughout the
ccuntry, depends greatly on the good or evil
report given of their doings and sayings by
the scribes nforesaid. Almost all of these
are drawn from the North—or are in the
employment of Northern Editors—and the
Southern Representatives have, on that ac-
count, often had occasion to feel, with the
lion in “the well-known fable of ZAEsop,”
that their pictures have not been drawn by
friendly hands. There are, of course, some
few exceptions to this general remark, but
they are only sufficient to constitute the
general rule.

With - regard to the reports ecirculated

be made. -

The graat point with a correspondent is,
to make a piquant letter, and, if possible, to
anticipate his brethern of the craft; conse-
quent'y, as coming events seem ‘‘to cast

the liberty of anticipating their arrival, in-
stead of awaiing their actual approach.
The City of Washington, too, is & vast whis-
Pering gallery, and so many stories are
always in circulation thit it is exceedingly
difficult, even with the best intentions, to
avoid being seduced into giving credence to
fictions looking like facts, which, when
traced back, are ascertained to be mere
foundlings, aisowned by their putative
parents, and billeted on the community at
large. X, \

For these reasons, and many others *‘too
tedious to enumerate,” the letters of Wash~
ington correspondents should be read with
some slight suspension of judgment on the
part of the readers, as to the statements,
inferences, and allusions which they may
contain—* allowing for the wind,” as Locks-
ley did when he fixed his arrow in the bulle-

through the same medium, allowances should

T

their shadows before,” they sometimes take

The love-letter, doubtless, still exists— =

this habit, and the excess to which it has. -



