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eently pro in the Senate, I must be =0
candid as to say, that 1 do not come forward
with any expectation of adding much to’

the interest felt, or the information possessed
on the absorbing questions which are connected
with the message under consideration.

Neither do I come into this discussion with
another view of which I might by some be sus-
pected, Iam a Virginian, connected with that
m by every tie of interest, affection, and
duty, and certainly desire no meed of
for my public conduet, than that it should
considered worthy of Under

these circumstances, it may well be suppo-

sed that 1 have not heard with entire com
sure everything which has been said during the
. granam. seasion, in relation to that time-honored
te. Contemptible insinuations and foul as-
rsions have been freely uttered against her.
g:;me gentlemen have spoken of her, as if they
were po out from a full heart the accumu-
lated malignity of years. Others have attacked
her with such a hua.rtJ good-will, as well might
lead us to conclude that they were acting under
the deliberate conviction, that their only mode
of acquiring lasting notoriety was, to attach
themselves, even in the character of defamers,
with something honorable and respected. There
may be wisdom, as the world calls it, in their
course. Certainly notoriety has been achieved

in an eminent d by deeds of bad repute.

The unhappy youth who, with impious hand,
set fire to the temple of the tDEm,gained
what he sought, a place in y, a8 permanent
as that of him who founds an empire. Even the
serpents which, floating over the bosom of the
waters, attacked Laocoon, the Genius of Trojan
liberty, and elasping him in their foul coils, erush-
ed him to death, gained thereby an immortality

b

as lasting as his own. Secarcely less worthy than
these, are the men who seek to degrade and in-
jure an unoffending comm ether such

unity.
were the only means b whic{ they could gain
notoriety, they had to determine for themseﬁr:ls.
What has Virginia done? Rather, what has she
not done for the Union, and what has she re-
ceived at its hands? ‘Whatever may be said of
the number of her sons who hold offices of la-
bor here under this Government, (and I think
there is a great exaggeration about this; for I know
of none from the district which I represent,) the
State has asked butlittle, and received but little.
What interest of hers has ever been the subject
of special protection? What rivers of hers have
been cleared—what roads constructed—what
harbors improved? On the othér hand, she has
been taxed for the protection of other interests,
for the constructior of other roads, for the im-
provement of other rivers and . Look,
then, to the beautiful Northwest, laid out into
five States, teeming with an active population,
and studded with thriving towns! This was her
gift. You solicited it at her hands, and received
it by her conveyance, acknowledging in cvery
form her title to it. Now you say you owe her
no thanks, beeause it was never hers, Look to
your battle-fields, nearly all of which are white
with the mouldering bones of her slaveholdin,
sons. You admired their prowess and prai
their heroism once; now yousay that they lived
in habitual crime, Behold where sleep the long
line of her Presidents—her Washington, her
Jefferson, her Madison, her Monroe! Yousought
their services in council then; you say now that
the election of ench was a sectional triumph—a
slave victory. So long, you say, with complaint,
did the South hold the Government! You were
too kind then, or you are unjust now. But Vir-
ginia will go on unchecked in her course, and
undimned in any lustre she may When
the bright travelers of the hewvens shall be re-
tarded or annoyed, because ecurs and spaniels
bay and bark at them, then it will be necessary
to protect Virginia against such assaults a
such nssailants. She needs no defence now.
Her spirit sits self-possessed amid her mountains
and her valleys, and unfolding to her sons the
scroll of her past history, she proclaims, with
affectionate warning, “ Sic itur ad astra.”

I come not forward, I repeat for the purpose
of defending her now. I have simply desired to
add my suggestions to those which have been
made by ogiem, in reference to the eritical con-
dition of the country, and the best way to rescue
it. These suggestions may appear humble
enough. Indce«f,al.\[r. Chairman, when 1 think

of the contests for the floor which prevail here, | up

and the unimportant use to which it is put when
obtained, perhaps, most especially in my own
ease, I am very forcibly reminded of a custom
which onee prevailed, and perhaps does still, in
the markets of the East. he venders of fruit
proe into the midst of the market place,
ery out with a loud voice, “In the name of the
Prophet, in the name of the Pro]iwhet—ﬁ'i:“
But though we may have nothing bette n
figs to oger, we are all disposed to believe, that
there may be some peculiar merit in our own
figs, which will make them serviceable, if not to
the country, ut least to onr own distriets.
Without further preface I to the sub-
jectin hand. It has been charged, Mr. Chair-
man, on this floor and elsewhere, that the excite-
ment which has existed, and to some extent still
does exist in this House, and in the country, on
the slavery agitation, has been mainly the result
of a party agitation gotten up continned
with a view to weaken and embarrass the pre-
sent Administration of the Executive Depart-
ment of the Government. This is a grievouns
charge, whether we consider the enormity of the
means represented to ha}rebet}aln;sﬁ,or t.heil::d-
tleness of the purpose for which they are sai
to have been elgp]oyed. The sum of the charge
is, that the Demoeratic party of this country,
forgetful of every obligation owed to them-
selves, to the Constitution, and to the country at
large, have been willing to inflame the Eu’ho
passions, to array one section of the Union
against the other, and to weaken if not destroy
the very bonds themselves which bind the
Union ::geﬂnn solely for the of weak-
ening embarrassing this i ion.
Now, sir, if we look to the Tomh- of Whig
Senators, to the givings-out of Whig letter-wrr
ters, and to the a collisions among different
branches of the everywhere, we shall be
apt to conclude that no such exertions, even if
legitimate, were necessary on the pirl of the
Democrats for this purpose. i
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tAn,] and my gallant friend from Florida, [Mr.
CaseLL.] have they all united in a
ocratie agitation witha view to weaken and em-

barrass . this Administration? While I would
gladly welcome them into the Demoeratic ranks,
gﬁ‘ﬂctfm them there, with their talents
_ in a good cause, a higher distinetion
than they can otherwise gain, yet, sir, I respect
them too much to intimate any beliefthnt&lrsy
considerations have in this caseinfluenced them.
Even this Nashville Convention itself, the ad-
vanced post in this Southern movement, whence
had that its origin? If' I am not greatly miste-
ken it sprung from a eonventjon in the State of
Mississippi, composed of igs and Demo-
crats alike, over which a distinguished Whig
judge presided. And have all these united in a
mocratic agitation with a view to weaken and
embarrass this Administration? Andis this the
Administration whose advent was to be as when
one proclaimeth glad tidings? whichwas to give
repose and quiet to the country? whose
uplifted all sections, all elasses, and all par-
ties were, like the waters of Avoca, to mingle
in place? Is this the mighty Neptune, whose
ent was to be uplifted, and lo! the waves of
popular commotion were to sink to rest? “If
this be he, alas how fallen!”
But, sir, the history of the country will in
fact show, that this excitement commenced
when the notorious gentleman from Pennslyva-
nia [Mr. Witmor] introduced into this House
his famous (or, if not unparlinmentary, I might
say, his infamous) Proviso as an amendment to
the three million bill. Since then, as that pro-
visg and other kindred measures have been con-
atantly ressed, the excitement has increased,
until it become all-prevading. It is true,
that some Southern Whigs have shown them-
selves disposed not to take sides with their own
section, but rather agninst it in this controversy,
and thus have entitled themselves to be ealled,
by those who like the word (I detest it) South-
ern doughfaces! [ believe that this term has
I;Iaen thrown in the teéth of certain cofn;:mtive
orthern gentlemen for the purpose of deterring
them ﬁ'omg;umuing a ll'hern? course lest it might
inure to the benefit of the Kl.rty to which they
belong. But admit that a Northern doughface
is all that his enemies charge, then a Southerh
doughface is as much worse than a Northern one,
as it is worse to abandon a week section, to
which we owe duty, for the strong one, than to
quit a strong section for a weak one. But enough
%Yﬂnllt patriots have been found among the
higs ready to stand by the cause of the in-
jure:fu South to redeem that party from any
sweeping or general condemnation, and the
cause from the charge of being a Democratic
agitation! 1 am surprised that a charge so un-
sustained should have been made. My surprise
could only be increased by the assurance that
yond those who make it, put faith
in it. To investigate fully whether the excite-
ment which prevails is well or ill founded, would
require me to consume all my time npon the
question, whether the course of the North to-
wards the South has been one of aggression or
not. As that field has been already oocuzﬁi
far better than I could hope to do it, and as there
are other topies comnected with this subjeet
which T wish to present, T will only so far touch
upon this branch of the subject as to subserve
another pu that is, to ghow how far the
North has observed the compromises which she
has made with the South. The differences which
arose in the Federal Convention on the subject
of slavery were adjusted by compromise. The
result of this compromise was, that three
clauses were inserted in the Constitution on the
subject of slavery. One provided that the slave
trade should not be abolished prior to the year
1808. This met the views and promoted the
interests, as they thought, of the extreme
North as well as of the extreme South. Vir-
ginia and the middle States opposed it. The
right of capturing slaves on tﬁe coast of Afri-
ca, or purchasing them up and bringing them
to this country, was enjoyed to their hearts’
content by the New England adventurers under
this clause. The States that had opposed it of-
fered no impediments, because it was a consti-
tutional guarantee.
Another clause in the Constitution stipulated
that persons held to service or labor in one
State, escaping into another, “shall be delivered
" This was excluni\-el{ for the benefit of
the slaveholding States; and what, I ask, has be-
come of it? Nearly all eandid men admit that it
has become in effect a nullity—and some North-
ern gentlemen tell me, it must remain so.  Yes,
sir,a right solemnly guarantied to the South,
and “without which the Union would never
have been formed,” is to be practically enjoyed
by us no iong'e.r; the Constitution to this extent
is to be nullified, and slaves escaping to our sis-
ter States are to be withheld, instead of being
delivered up.
In addition to the two clauses abont slavery
already mentioned, one other was inserted in
the Federal Constitution. It is the well-known
provision about taxation and representation,
containing in itself a compromise, which, though
still carried out, is an eyesore to the North,
which she has appeared long anxious to get rid
of. How bitterly they talk of slave representa-
tion!
Besides these, nothing else was said in the
Constitution on the subject; and I think myself
authorized to infer, not from the proceedings o
the Convention alone, but from the a¢tion of the
Government for years after the Constitution went
into operation, that here it was supgosed by all,
the power of Congress over the subject ceased.
In 1788 and '89, only a year or two after the
Constitution was framed, Virginia and Maryland
ceded to the United States ten miles square on
the Potomac, us a site for the General Govern-
ment. The district of country thus ceded, was
peopled with their own fellow-citizens, holding
slave rty like themselves. Does any man
imagine that they would have surre them
up, to run the hazard of being stripped of their
perty at the option of the ntatives
R-':m od‘:er States? Would Vi and Mary-
land have ineurred the risk of their kindness
being turned into & curse agninst themselves, by
having this Distriet converted into aden of refuge
for fugitive slaves—a magazine whence incen-
publications, fire-brands, and- might
be scattered broadeast overthe South? No, sir;

sccomplish it themselves. .
Pt sir, is thie charge true? I itis, we may

ed | must be brief.

f| We claim the right freely and impurtiallg
1

lated on the subject? Simply because
dreamed for long years afterwards that Congress
would claim the po very any-
where, directly or indirectly. This is the only
reasonable su ion that oceurs to me.
Well, sir, in 1803, the United States acquired
from France the of Lonisiana, for the
of the North as well as of the Bouth, and
Northern votes as well as Southern. Of the
Btates, elev-

-

North,and I do
not know that his h was ever discred-
ited. This was his colation: The Federal party,
livi.n,iechieﬂ in the North, had been beaten by
the Republiean , most of whom were in
the South, in every pitched battle. But though
beaten they had not been routed; though van-
quished they had not been anhilated.

Gathering new energy and courage from de-
feat, they seized upon this ground, and deter-
mined here to make a last desperate effort to

in that ascendancy which till then they had
een ever unable to' obtain. 'Well might this
claim, thus asserted, have fallen upon the ear of
even Jefferson, who was not too partial to the
culiar institution, like the sound of a fire-bell at
night. He saw in it dangers unspeakable, some
of which have already fallen upon the country.
To his eye it hung over the future prospects of
the country like a dark cloud, in whose baleful
shade, dangers incrensed and multiplied, and in
the wild madness of approaching power, danced
aud rioted like witches on Walpurgis night.

But, sir, a compromise intervened, and these

rs appeared to vanish, and the cloud to
roll gracefully n“;?'. The line of 36 deg. 30
min. wis established as the boundary between
slaveholding territory and free-soil. “And many
fondly hoped that the dread question was for-
over settled. By this compromise the North
took from-the South nine hundred and seventy
thousand sﬂtmre miles out of one million three
hundred and fifty thousand—nearly three-fourths
of Louisiana territory, acquired as slave terri-
tory. But, sir, upon the altar of the country,
the South made the surrender ns a peace-offer-
ing. And though the compromise was thus in-
jurious to her, when made she determined to
carry it out, in all its apirit, and to the latter.
When Texas was annexed, laws allowing sla-
very prevailed over her whole extent. But the
South agreed to run the line of 36 deg. 30 min,
through her limits to be the boundary between
the slave States and frec States which might be
formed out of her territory.

When Oregon was to be provided with a ter-
ritorial government, the South agreed that the
North might take it without a word, if she
would consent to take it as a reassertion of the
Missouri Compromise line. And when the
North refused so to take it, but claimed it by
the strong arm of power, many Southern men—
the late President of the United States among
them—thought best themselves to adhere to
this line and give it up, without a serious con-
test. Now, a considerable amount.of territory
has been acquired of Mexico, a larger part of
which is North of 36 deg. 30 min., and 'some
South of that line. Does the North adhere to
the line, or propose any division whatsoever of
the territoryt No, sir, she does not. Almost
the entire North declare that they are opposed to
slavery going to any part of that-territory. And
of the various propesitions, pending either in
this body or the Senate, for settling the ques-
tion, every one appears to me to be founded
_upon the idea that the North is'to get all and
the South nothing, My examination of them
: ere is, first, the Wilmot Pro-
viso scheme, which proposes at once to declare
by act of Congress, that slavery shall go to no
part of this territory. It proposes, at one bold,
ruffian-like blow to take our heads off. It is
ruffian-like, but it is open. There is, next, what
is called the President’s plan, as announced in
the Cnlifornin message. This proposes to ad-
mit California in all her length and breadth,
with a prohibition of slavery contained in her
Constitution. And as to the territories, it pro-
poses to leave them under their present form of
government,) if form may be predieated of that
which form has none,) unti‘ they shall make
State constitutions likewise.

This is ealled a “ non-action policy.” Itisa

licy of non-action on the part of Congress, but
18 it non-nction everywhere? The government
existing in New B?;:ico is bused mainly upon
military rule, the military governor receiving his
appointment and authority from the Executive
of the United States, who is the corner-stone of
the whole structure. The Administration pro-
claims, through the Secretary of State, that the
Inws of Mexico, regulating the relations of per-
sons with each other, is still in force there.
Then this is not a policy of non-netion, but an
Executive anti-slavery prohibition is proelaimed
there which will as ciguctuallly prevent slaves
from going to those territories as the Wilmot
Proviso itself. The State constitution, when
formed, will be formed by anti-slavery settlers,
and of course will be anti-slavery. '?he policy,
then, effectually excludes the South from all par-
ticipation in these territories, I know that I
have been guilty of what may appear to some
almost as sacrilege, by speaking thus freely of
the President’s plan and the Executive course.
They say we are exciting party feeling by doing
so. Well, sir, will they eriticise, n]:ﬁ if neces-
sary disapprove tlie eonduct of the President?
Oh, no; he is their President, and they look to
him, perhaps, for piace and promotion. To
their vision, in his mouth is the gift of promising,
and in his right hand is the horn of plenty. Then
they will not, and we must not examine into his
conduet; and however isjurions, therefore, to

the interests of our constituents may be his acts
and recommendations, they are to be passed
over in silence.  'This deetrine will not do for
freemen, or the representatives of freemen.

to ex-
amine into the publie acts of our publie ser-
vants, however distineuished or exalted. T have
not intended to do either more or less.

Next we come to the compromise, or, as its
friends delight to eall it, “thd plan of adjust-
ment,” reported to the Senate by the Committee
of Thirteen, This commences by providing
for the admission of California as a State, in
all her length and breadth, with the prohibition
of slavery contained in her constitution. Thns
far it is identieal with the President’s plan; but
in regard to the Territories of New Mexico and
Utah it differs. Tt for them, as the
phrase territorial governments, without
the provise.  But, sir, does it leave to the South

*® I have not spoken here of the instances in
which the ordinance of 1787 had been 'ippr!.d o
different of the Northwestern Territory.

it is im,odbla Then why was pothing stipu-

Those i congidered onl

out a cor pre-sxistent. to the Constitution;
nndﬁ::"hﬁ in, of course only to the ex-
went of ia origigal seope.

A pal law. She would be told that

they do a thousand things to render the tenure
.by which they are held ure, and their value
worthless. It is not theft, and under the clause

‘boundary with her. And here her power ceased;

avy part of
laws are not

is given
shall be seeure there, The

u‘srt;n enjoy
these territories ! The Mexican
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main so. In the report introdueing these com-
promise pro Mitilﬂhdthd“ﬂwm

was never any occasion for it (the ﬁruﬂlohhg to

aceo the professed odject with w it

was o y offered.” . And again: “ The pro-

viso is, as to all these ns in eommon, a mere

abstraction.”  And, sir, really this view scems

to be carried o the plan of adjustment, so
tarritorics.

far as it relatea 10 the torics. In order fo
l;n:i.uhﬁh:.t:eir P ' 'heofsot&h would

Ve, to meety continu-
ed existence of Muiua:hn That being de-

cided in her favor—if it should be, and I
it ought—then would arise the question wheth-
er slavery is the eresiture of positive, muniei-
thore wes no
ve law there tol slavery, and would
i ;_m her that such law Swu mﬂ;wﬂt
sary for its existence, Suppos i
also to be decided in her favor, what comes
next! We have struggled through these diffi-
culties with much ado, and a few slaves,
go there. There is among many of the citi-
zens a strong anti-sla rejudice. They en-
tice slaves away &ommguﬂ- masters ; they aid
them in making their escape from the country;

inserted in the territorial bills by the committee,
no laws could be passed by the territorial leg-
isliture to punish these offences, for it is pro-
hibited from passing any law “ in respect to Af-
rican slavery,”

But let the amendment offered in the Senate,
giving such a Eower to the territorial legisla-
tures pass. Then all these difficulties are sup-
posed to have been mat and vanquished, and
slaves are slowly getting into Mexico. What
then?! 1Is the power of Congress exhausted
when she gives a territorial government? By
no means, On the eontrary, she has the power
to amend that territorial government whenever
she chooses, If she has the power now to ‘t‘m.a.u
the Proviso, she will have it then; and lookin
to the report of the committee, it may then with
apparent propriety bepassed. The reason there
given for not passing it now is—not that it is
unconstitutional—not that it is unjust—but sim-
ply that there is no occasion for it. If the only
reason for not passing the Proviso now is, that
it is not necessary, (and that is the one insisted
on,) of course if it were necessary it would be
right to pass it, and whenever it does become
necessary. Here, then, is an end to all our
hopes. But not content to give up all of the
territory from Mexico by the late treaty of Gua-
dalupe {lidslgo, it goes further in its career of
adjustment. It mfjuats away from the South
about one-third of Texas which she already
has.

My view of the resolutions annexing Texas to
the United States is this: Texas was admitted
claiming certain boundaries; the United States
had no care how large they were, provided no
injustice was done to other nations, If Texas
had claimed to the Salt Lake, and no other na-
tion had set up a counter-claim, she would have
been entitled to retain those boundaries. Mex-
ico did set up a counter-claim to a portion of the
territory claimed by Texas, and the United
States representing Texas, had authority to
mhke concessions to Mexico in adjusting the

she did not exercise that power, and consequent-
ly the elaim of Texas remained just as if the
United States had not reserved any such author-
ity over her limits! It was in effect a contract
between the United States and Texas, stipula-
ting that Texas should have the territory she
clnimed, unless upon a particular condition some
of it should be given up. This condition, how-
ever, never having happencd, the contract is left
absolute.  But apart from all this, the annexa.
tion resolutions provide for territory in Texas
north of 36 deg. 30 min,; this plan nFy adjustment
cuts her down to about 31 deg. It takes, in-
deed, for New Mexico a great of territory,
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admission of slaves; and if 8o closed, must re- | od

the law have excluded our :lgll:u therein-
And doubtless one consideration w operated
to induce them to do so, was the fear that other-
wise n northern majority would not admit the
State into the Union.” So that revolution theve,
with agitation and threats here; will have effectu-
ally excluded us from a country acquired by the
common blood and treasure, and peculiarly adapt-
4 at tl:-r:!m‘l l?,;m imﬁimm’.‘ M.l';i Crar says
very truly, in re ntroducing his co
mise, Cnlifomia,Po?ull our recent territorial ac-
quinitions from Mexico, wasthat in which, if any-
where within them, the introduction of sla:
was most likely to take place.” And T will
the opinion, dérived from information considered
guod, that even now, if all improper restraints
and influences were withdrawn, the introduction
of slavery there would take place. I forbear to
draw any ﬂclm of the effect of such introduc-
tion upon the condition of the Ssuth. It is clear
that it would he hlg‘llr beneficial,
Now, ir, it is needless for me to arguethatthis

territory, being the pro of the le of the |i
Unim&'me::‘:t vnl: fbrp“d.:{ir Rvpnm‘:n:ivu o

determine when, and by whom, and oyer how
of that l.gnl.orz': new authority should be
It was for C.

ital 1 1o say whén a
Btate constitution should be in Californi
who should be the voters, and what should be the
bounds of the new State,

Gentlemen talk a great deal about the right of
the P'“I;I’ there to govern themselves. Did they
not go there, most of them, to occupy deliberate-
ly territory which they knew belonged to all the
Eeo le of the United States? But unless defined

w, who shall say who are the peaple that
ould govern themselves? Shall women be in-
cluded, or boys, or, foreigners, or idiots, or the
insane? If e classes are 1o be excluded, who
excludes them unless the competent law-maki
power? Did the first hundred who went there
constitute a people who could exercise sovereignt
over the whole territory? As applicable to this
subject, | beg leave to quote a from a
-E:gch. delivered by the Hon. Daniel Webster, in
1848, in the Supreme Court of the United States,
on the Rhode Island case. He said:
¢ *“Is it not obvious enough that men cannot get
together and count themselves and say we are so
many hundreds, and 80 many thousands, and
judge of their own qualifications, and eall them-
selves the people, and set up a government?"
* What is lri.u but anarchy?

Well, sir, neither the l{-elidml of the United
States nor General Riley had authority to take
the place of the law-making power. It does not
in_the slightest degree tend to reconcile me to
this revolutionary movement, that it has been
anroved and was encournged by the President
of the United States. If he whose duty it was,
to the extent of his anthority, to maintain the
rights of the United States, has encouraged their
invasion—if, when Congress, the proper author-
ity, had refused to the people of California the
right 1o take the sovercignty over that territory,
he encourages them to do so—if at n time when
every man of reflection in the eountry might
have known, and at least one member of his Cab-
inet believed, that the verdict would be uvgainst
the South, he encourages n measure by which
the verdict must of necessity be rendered—then,
sir, these considerations tend rather to increase
than diminish my objections to sanctioning this
movement.

Omitting now the question of the power of
Congress to admit a State with two representa-
tives, without an enumeration of her inhabitants,
to prove that she is constitutionally entitled to
them, I think I have shown strong grounds of
opposition to the admission of California. In-
deed, I fear if we sanction all this irregularity
and usurpation, Congress may surrender all au.
thority over any territory hereafter. 1t would
certainly, therefore, reguire some strong equiva-
lent to make me willing #0' sanction itwand it is
needless for me to say that such equivalent is not

iven in a series of measures to each of which in
itself I should be opposed. This is my estimate
of this compromise, and upon it I must act. |
shall not complain if other gentlemen view it dif-
ferently. Some for whom I have high respect
seem to do so. They must act upon their own
views of propriety. But if they seek, by the
power of pertinacity or by the weight of author-
ity, to compel us to act upon their convictions
inatead of our own, I tell them for myself, once
for all, their labor is in vain. Gentlemen may

o on. They may roll upon our ears the thun-

ers of the preas; they may flash before our eyes
the fictitious lightning of a made-up public opin-
ion; they may pile up their letters mountain high;
they may heap Pelion upon Ossa, and Ossa upon
Olympus, until they scale the heavens—my course
i clear. Anchored upon a conscientious convic-
tion of duty, no storm will shake me, and no
perils move. There is one voice that I shall ever
respect. 'When a voice shall come from my con-

which was, by the maps, never included in that
rovinee while a part of the Mexican Republic.
ﬁor does it stop here in its carcer of adjust-
ment; it contemplates adjusting away a sum
supposed to be about fifteen millions of dollars,
of which the South must pay her share. To
this, then, we come. All the territory acquired
from Mexico is given up, and not content with
that, two States as large as Mississippi, out of
Texns south of 36 deg. 30 min,, are given np,
also; and for this privilege of being thus fleeced,
we are to pay our part of fifteen millions of
dollars. But the tale of our wrongs is not yet
told. We are also to permit the sluve trade to
be abolished in the District of Columbia, by al-
lowing Congress to liberate slaves on certain
conditions.  The power to abolish slavery in
the District wounld thereby be conceded utterly,
because the condition is a mere matter of whim,
and can be varied at any time. g

As to the fugitive slave bill, proposed asa
part of this plan of adjustment,the best thing
that I have heard said in its favor is, that it
leaves us still the law of 93, which we have all
along had. It does not take that away. If it
did, and left us solely to its own provisions, we
should be badly off indeed. And such is to be
the end of our State resolves, of our brave de-
clarations, and of our Nashville Conventions.
Though said thonsands of times before, never
were more applicable the words of Shakspeare,
“Oh most lame and impotent econclusion.”
When the King of France, with forty thousand
men, marched up the hill and then marched
down again, he made a creditable performance
—a brilliant maneeuvre, indeed, compared to
what this would be.

My objections to voting for the admission of
California as a State, under her present consti-
tution, if not absolutely insuperable, are very

reat. If the citizens of that territoa', acting
y virtue of authority regularly granted, and in
pursuance of prcacriged form, had made a con-
stitution exeluding slavery, we could but have
acquiesced. But this constitution is based upon
usurpation and revolution. At the ratifieation
of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the sover-
eifgnty over this territory passed into the peo(rlc
of the several States. ey could l;‘;;:a ';Ie ed
it, or any part of it, away again imm to
raise t.hg money to be paid to Mexico, Fgom
them that sovereignty could never pnss except
by their consent given by their agents or by rev-
olution. Their consent has never been given;
but on the contrary has been refused, expressly
at the time when the last Congress refused to
a bill to ‘allow the people of California to

orm a State Constitution. It is, then, a case of
revolution. And made by whom? m eiti-
zens owning the soil a vy ed in
the country, it mightto some extentbe palliated.

But it has been to a considerable extent by
wanderers and sojourners—men who had tempo-
rarily left their homes elsewhere, to repair their
fortunes out of the gold of the United States, and
then to return agam. Many of them have re-
turned to the United States y,oas 1 under-
stand, and doubtless had the intent to do so while
sitting in the California Convention. Such per-
sons, usurping an authority not granted to them,
have undertaken to mould the organic law of the

much | allies,

Reb they Wbl ol of
Tors that shey had not sevns SRd in a0 moulding

stituents, and come I think it never will, requi-
ring my support for such a measure, it will then
be time enough for me to decide whether I shall
obey, or seek in retirement and in the walks or
rivate life that self-respeet which I could nevef
ope to retain if I yielded my honest convictions
of duty to any stress or weight of influence
whatsoever. [ have spoken of this compromise
as it is; how it may be altered, of course I know
not, and consequently cannot say what effect
those alterations may have upon my judgment.
‘To gain my support for the measure, they must
be neither unimpartial nor trivial. I am’ willing
to vote for any fair compromise, but I am not
commissioned to make a surrender. I am sin-
cerely desirous, if possible, to see the question
settled, but it is too much to ask that the South
should be sacrificed by her own votes. When
you ask that, I say, at once, **1 don’t go for it.”

think I have shown that every plan now under
consideration for seitling the question of slavery
in our newly acg:ired territoriea is based upon
the idea that the South is to get nothing, and the
North everything,

Now, Mr. Chairman, if you ask whether there
has been ession, I refer you to the general
understanding of the country a few years ago.
‘Was it not universally understood that the line of
86° 30' was to be the line of adjustment and
division on this subject between the free and slave
States, until a very few years ago? I ask the
Northern gentlemen if it 'was not so with the
Northen le? Even as late as February 1,
1845, the distinguished gentleman from Massa-
ehusetts, [Mr. Winrunor,] in a speech delivered
here, and quoted again by himself a few days
since, said, speaking in relation to Oregon, a ter-
ritory not coming strictly under the express terms
of the Missouri Compromise—** It seems to be
understood that this institution is to be limited by
the terms of the Missouri Compromise, and is no-
where to be permitted in the Ameriean Union
above the latitude of 360 30"."” From this it is
clearly inferrible that it was not to be restricted
South, and was of course aimed more especiall
at her. 'Well, sir, we should deplore very deep-
ly the occurrence of such an event. But it be-
hooves us to say, that between dishonor and dan-
ger the choice is easy, and if those regiments
should ever come down upon us, we would en-
deavor to be true to our ancient reputation. We
should seek to mingle hospitality with our resist-
ance. We would give them, as far as we could,
a warm welcome, such a welcome as a distin-

ished Senator from Ohio said, that he, if a

exican, would give the Americans—** with
bloody hands to hospitable graves. '’

Then, sir, there been a class. of threats,
ushered in by the member from Massachusetts,
iMr. Mnm.% In a speech, delivered here on the

5th of February, 1850, he uses the following
language:

*“Perhaps the dissolution of the Union is the
means fore-ordained by God for the extinction of
slavery; and did [ not foresee its doom beforeany
verylong period shall have elapsed, without the
unspeakable horrors of a civil and servile war, I
cannot say to what conclusions the above consid-
erations would lead my own mind."

Mm.minblermlm! He gives us to un-
dm:_am_ll.hn‘i&l e did not think thln nlnn_rg;ln
our limits would, ‘‘before any v ong period,
Bl, by this agitation, T weppoes hy does ot know
that he would not be willing to accomplish that
result by disunion, servile and civil war.

Servile and civil war are united in his picture.
He intimates that the Northern men and the
slaves, would unite in making war upon us. Fit

i i shows that such as he would
work of a midnight massa-

this passage
be, for pegroen in the

nia, | sand-fold worse than oll that wap ever

ere of ing women and children. We would
not fear him elsewhere!

Having shown from what quarter the threats
have come, I proceed, with far more brevity than
I once intended, 10 examine how far force can be
able to preserve the Union.. -

. Luay, then, first, that the idea presents a moral
y- Say that a number of States think
proper to withdraw from the. Union, and you
march force against them and subdue them, you
cannot subdue their will, and compel them to
ehoou" p mdo rs and representatives in R
e not participate i your government,
they l{vmbjocuo laws in the ,;uhm’: of which
llll_{hl.vinpp‘rl..
are no longer sovereign, States; but con-

quered and subject provinces ; and. your union of
sovereign Stiates is, of course But let
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uu:..k were yearly offered up as a sacrifice. Your
‘o mymﬂ.hndwq_;m
! . o
fabled Minotzur. Thousands yearly would be
the number of your best mmm it would
un from you. And old the end! It is
maintained in the field for years ; success is sup-
posed to huve crowned its exertions ; on ambi-
tious general who has Jed it on from victory to
victory, is at its head ; mad ambition seizes him
and military pride inflames his army ; they turn
back upon you and subdue you in turn, and so
out of the dark abyss of civil war, the demon of
uullu.r&dﬁpamm emerges, and rules over all.
. But the idea of preserving the Union by force,
involves further a political wrong. You have no
right to employ force agninst a sovereign State,
uld she resolve to leave the Union. Ours is a
peculiar form of government, I admit that if a
part of an aggregate, sovereign community rebels,
the government of the community has the right
to reduce it to subjection. But our government in
not based on an te political community ; it
is founded on a union of a number of sovereign
States.  The Constitution was adopted by each
State for itself’; it is sustained by State action ;
Senators, Representatives, and Presidential Elec-
tors, being: all chosen by States. It is to be
amended, if at all, by State action ; State organi-
zation is in all, and under all. The General Go-
vernment being the creature of the several States,
should it nmu:ﬁ one of them, it would be the crea-
ture attacking the creator. But to make the point
clearer still: Each State has over it two govern-
ments, both adopted by its own action. One is
the State government, which acts only upon the
State itself; the other is the federal government,
acting upon the other States also. e latter go-
vernment makes the snpreme law of the land,
while circumscribed in its action by constitutional
limits.
But in matters not placed by the Constitution
of the United States under the control of the Gen-
eral Government, nor denied to the States, the
State Governments make the supreme law for
their own lands, respectively. State laws are as
supreme in their limits, where not in conflict with
the United States Constitution, as the laws of
Congress are when made in pursuance of that in-
strument. Now suppose a Cifference of opinion
between these two sets of agents, as to whether a
particular power lies properly in the scope of the
one, or the other ; who shall decide? To give to
either set of agents the right to decide, is to make
its will the only limit to its own power. You
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I &N u{ that there were very few slaves nt
the North, I answer, that, according to General
Knox's report, the South, where most of the
slaves were, *‘ bore more than her proportional
glm-e" in the men furnished, as she did also in
its expensesand its batttes. Inthe Mexican war,
we furnished more than our share of men, and
have never been behind. 1 claim wo particular
credit for it to our section. It has been the result
of lel,_.:ammlﬁncu. erhapu; but it shows
how far it igtrueas charged that we are weakened
by slavery. We, too, are an agriculturul people;

ou are to extent commercial and manu-
Lﬂluring. ¢ history of nations shows nothing
more d.!'l’n M. that

?m' ultural people are the
efk

strongest, for defensive war.,

Can it be doubted, that the idea of holding the
South in this Union by force if she resolvis to
leave it, involves a moral impossibilily, a political
wrong, and a physical impossibility? I do not
think there is room for doubt. By all this, I do
not mean to be understood as saying that the ime
for disunion has arrived. On the contrary, I de-
sire ?uhmch a time may il:ai:" comé, an hto pre-
vent it, in my judgment, necessary that par-
n-lhml.lllu:dmundmh other, and the state of
their relations “Mnﬂﬂhﬂzﬁ entlemen think
to sny we are the majority, a E:::Ime to
our unbridied will. The minority terrible
power, if you call itout. Think not to pass un-
conatitutional and oppressive laws, and enforce
them by the sword. This Union is based not
upon the sword, but upon the interest of its seve-
ral members. It is held together, not by theiron
chains of power, but by the silken cords of affec-
tion. ‘Well has it been said, '

“ Stout were the hearts, and strong the minds
Of those who framed, in high debate,

The immortal league of love, that binda

Our fair broad empire State with State."’

We must commend this Government to the in-
terest of all, by a course of strict and impartial
‘We must gather around it the love and
affection of all, by coneciliation and kindness. Not
only the deliberate opinions, but as fur as possi-
ble'the feelings of the different sections must be
respected. Above all, we must keep this Govern-
ment to its legitimate and clearly constitutional

wers. LEven doubtful powers must be avoided.
ii"]ha structure of our system is to be maintained
in form and vigor, by keeping it upon its proper
base, rather than by seeking to stay it by props
when it has begun to tamble. If we shall be able
to learn these lessons of wisdom from our present
dangers, we shall be early able to remove them.
The Missouri Compromise, in its real intent and
meaning—that by which the North has gained so
much, and to wﬁich the South has adhered so
faithfully—ecan be re-enacted, and other suitahle
measures speedily framed. Then we shall have
occasion to rejoice that this erisis ever arose, It
will be agrand era in our history—it will consti-
tute a new point of departure whence, forgetting
the bitternesa of the past, and remembering only
its glories, we shall enter upon a future growing
brighter, till in the far distance it will be spanned
by the bow of perpetual peace and promise.

= The Nashville Banner, which makes light
of the proceedings of the Southern Convention,
Fum forth such stern admonitions as the follow-
ng.

% We repeat—Ilet the North now take heed!
The time is at hand when the South will be as a
unit on the question—not to contend for mere
abstractions, but under the lead of other men
than those lately assembled here, to repel un-
endurable wrong ; under wiser counsels, to vin-

must refer the dispute to the arbitrament of the
sovereign. Now 1t is the t American doc-
trine that the soverignty under our system is in
the people, and the only remaining question is,
‘who are the govere ple? Not
the United States in the aggregate
no such people. In whatone upa%,
one purpose are the people ofgile United States
ever aggregated? Notone. en soversign peo-
pleare the people of the Siates severnlly ; they
therefore have the right to make or unmake govern-
ments for themselves.
" The idea of maintaining the Union br force, if
the Southern States should think themselves called
upon to withdraw, would imply lastly a physical
impossibility. You would be physically unable
to subdue those States, The very idea of the
uestion being put to the test is shocking to every
eeling of our nature ; and the calculation of the
chances of the result has something in it much
akin to the ealculation of the chances whether one
should win or loose in a death struggle with a near
relation. But a bold practice is often necessary
for a rapid and malignant disease. 1 do not intend
to imitate a bad example, and draw any dieparag-
ir:ﬁ comparison between northern ung southern
valor, henever it becomes necessary, it will be
easily shown that it is no more in conformity with

, for there nre
or for what

dicate at least her honor, even if her rights can
no longer be maintained: The great body o

the American people, North and South, have the
of aoqg.quM common sense—of know-
ing the vitTue of What “they hive in possession.

Let them now, if they would indeed have thelr
children inherit the blessings they enjoy, come
to the rescue of the Republic against fanatacism,
wherever it may rear ita hideous front. Let them
feel that the crisis is uearly reached—that the
I::lblic mind must be quieted, or the glories which
ve been the admiration of all lands will puss
away like “ the baseless fabric of a vision,"’

MaxurACTURERS AND THE OPERATIVES.—We
extract the following interesting passage from the
the acts of the Federal Government, cannot de-
article entitled # Commercial Chronicle and Re-
view, in the June number of Huwnt's Merchant's
Magazine. The writer is speaking of Lowell:

“During the past year there has been a grow-

ing difficulty in procuring hands, and many looms
have been idle from the impossibility of pro-

true history than with good taste, to charge that
the military history of the South is less brilliant
than that of the North. I goupon the admission
that a proper share of valor is possessed by both
regions, and yet contend that it would be impoasi-
ble to subdue theSouth., Though numerically
wearker than the north, she isin that respectq uite
strong. She is supposed to have about nine mil-
lions of people, three millions of which are set
down us slaves,
. Of thesix milions which remain, take one-half,
or three millions, as males, Of these, take again
one-half as being of military age, neither too old
nor o young, and from the remaining mil-
lion and a half, deduct one-sixth as non-com-
batants, from infirmity or from any other cause.
This leaves us 1,2.'.%.[!)0 fighting men. We
would be acting on the defensive; you on the of-
fensive. We would be contending for rights
considered vital to us; you for power, or else for
speculative philanthropy. We would be e ed
around our altars and fire-sides; you would be
employed far from your household gods. But it
has been said by some that the South has a
source of pecubar weakness in herslave prnﬁaly.
I controvert the proposition. Inall wars, the be-
ligerent nations have much the larger part of their
opulation engaged in the work of production.
e should necessarily require the Iabor of our
three millions of klaves, or such of them as are
of working age, in raising nu|r lies for the coun-
try and the army, and would find need for as
many whites besides, in the same business. Of
the three millions of slaves, a larger number would
be e ed inthe busi o tion than
would be the case if they were whites,because more
of the females could be employed in field labor in
the one case than the other. "To this extent our
slaves would be a source of strength rather than
weakness, This advantage might be counter-
balanced, and probably would, by the escape of a
few from the slave States to the abelition States,
or else to the northern army. But these escapes
would be comparatively few, and insurrections
never. For these, a time of repose and security
is necessary. Plans are to be laid, concert of ac-
tion is to be gotten up; and among a population
too, that do not, to any great extent, read, or
write, or travel about. In time of war, when the
clash of arms is heard around, and those who
cannot go to the battle field, are daily and nightly
on the beat, with guns in hand, then, sir, the
spirit of insurrection lies dormant. 'What insur-
rections have ever occurred in this country in time

r

found anxious to fight for their masters, and side
by side with them. I contend, on theother hand,
that there would be many elements of weakness
in the northern States. Break up the relations
between North and South, and your ing and
carrying business will be broken up, and a large
commercial interest would call out for peace.
The raw material would be taken from fac-
tories to a great extent, and a large manu ttlrin‘
interest would rise up for peace. The
markets for northern goods would be taken away,
and a very exiensive mercantile interest w X
with uplifted hands, beseech for peace, With
iy of e Do TR o e B g
way o ) could it ]
Northern men! let me commend these thnp'l:n
your dispassionate consi ion, and ask you to
test them in the Et of history. The great mili-
ks’ ekl widowenbe, Tevr, the oo
. naty ews, the Gre-
ciana, the Romans, and the Goths, In our own
'“' e “ofm all l;“hﬂll“ﬂ‘
States ions of such people success-
lwof' defended themselves against twenty milliona

of war? So far from it, slaves have often been po

curing them at such wages us would leave any
profit to the companies. It has doubtless been
the ease that the Il:i;h prices of the raw materiul
have prevented the ability to advance wages, and
it is also the case that the clL’r)tm?Lelru]ol‘me hands
is changing—that is to say, the females now em-
ployed ams;:ish immigrants to a greater extent
than ever before, and these drive out the Ameri-
can girls, in spite of the wishes or interests of
the factory agents. Necessity compelled the
employment of some of these, and when once
taken in,emmigrants have at their heels number-
less relatives to be sent for, and these must
have places.

2 “}!hen business is pressing, each week brings
new hands seeking labor, and the agent finds,
with their well known clanishness that the old
hands apply for situations for newly arrived
friends. lfy he resists, he is shortly told that
another place is open where all can get work to-

ether. To keep his old hands, therefore, he

compelled to take the new ones, and this only
lays the foundation for more extensive future
arrivals. By this process itis that the popul:-
tion of Lowell is becoming altogether Iri-h.
This fact would indieate that the misfortunes of
Ireland are not altogether owing to the charac-
ters.of the people, but to the absence of capital
and of enterprize among those who ecan com-
mand it. The eourse of affairs, however, makes
the number of American employees annually
less, hastening the period when Lowell will be-
come n second Mgnchester. The spread of
manufactures in other regions of the United
States is more rapid than in Lowell, if we. are
ded by the quantity of cotton taken annual.
y for consumption from the ports, ag follows:
1840. 1850, In'e. pr. ct.

Consumedat Lowell 47,112 7 626 67

“ elsewhere 347,888 439 380 78,

Total, 295,000 518,000

“This is exclusive of the considerable in-
crease which has taken place in western and
southwestern factories that obtain their cotton
direct from the plantations.

“The continued improvements which are be-
ing made in machinery, and the use of steam
wer, are constantly making the high water
rents of Lowell more burdensome, and the
probability is that cirenmstances of cheaper pow-
er, and easier and cheaper nccess both to mar-
kets and raw material, will continue to cause
the more rapid extension of manufsctures into
new and Southern States. In the latter par-
ticularly, the mass of unemployed white labor
that ean be directed to the profitable production
of fabrics, is such as to make a material change
in the prosperity of that region, which has cer-

tainly progressed less rapidly in wealth since the
mgas of unproductive w have increased

to an important figure.”

o citizens of Austin have held a lar
ind esbeaiatic teeting, st whish Chief Tustice

ill presided. Aw eport and
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