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3% No public business was transacted in | shall only compel them to defiric their position,
vither branch of Congress yesterday, the ses-
sion being devoted exclusively to paying the tri-
bute of respect to the merits and the memory of
sur late Chief Magistrute, whose death has fol-

lowed so fast on his elevation to that high post,
‘I'he melancholy duty ofannouncing his decease

was performed in the Senate by Mr, Dowss, of

1onisiana, in a feeling and spproprinte manner,
fullowed by briel eulogies on his public servi
cos and private worth, by Mr, Wesster, Mr,
ivise, Mr. Cass, Mr. Prarce, and Mr. Bergies,

After these marks of respect had been duly
paid, the Viee President, MiLLano Fiuimore,
was soleminly sworn in as the Constitution di-
rects, to fill the vacaney ocensioned in the Chief
Magistracy by the death of the President.

In the House the same anuouncement was
made by Mr. Cosran, who was followed by
Messra, Cosnr, Winthror, Barer, Baviy, Me-
Lase, Kixg, Hiuuiaep, and Mansmavnr, each of

whom paid . brief but  emphatic tribute to the | ought to he and a trimming petty party organ. | more,) and the Cubinet of the late President ap-

departed, and commented on the consequences
of his unexpected removal from the public coun-
sels,  This duty having been performed, both
liouses, after appointing committees to mnke
srrungements for the funeral solemnities, ad-
journed without attending to any other busi-
LS,

The deepest sympathy for his family, so sud-
dealy bereaved, is hoth felt and expressed by
tll—lor no public man ever had fewer personal
enemies than Zacwany Tavror, whose resi-
denee now is eternity, and whose name has its
place in the Pantheon of history.

167" It is understood that the members of
Genieral Tavror’s Cabinet have sent in their re-
signations, and it is generally thought they will
sl be aceepted, and an entire new Cabinet
furmed,

The eity is full of speculation as to the effect
oft Mr. Fiiusonre’s accession to the Presidency;
but never was conjecture more various and un-
The friends of Mr. Crav’s Compro-
wise bill profess now to have stronger hopes
ol its passage.  We do not know on what they
calenlate, unless it is the aid of Executive influ-
viee, as_otherwise the adjustment plan is hope-
bosm,

Mr. Fruomone comes suddenly into power at
weritieal period of public affairs, e has a diffi-
enlt eareer before him—and a disastrous one, if
Lo adopts a sectionzl or higoted poliey.

certadi,
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of the hag. This paper i to build np a South-

SOUTHERN TRESS' ern and sectional party;and thereby affect the |

next Presidentinl cleetion.  Well, such papers
as the Demoerat havereason to be distressed at
such a prospeet.  But don't let them despuir,
We don't intend to kill off their parties. We

They shall speak plainer. They shall trim and
traffie less.
up esnt.  They will have to resort to ability
nud prineiple more thin heretofore,
times they will have to commit themselves be-
fore they know which is the strongest side. All

the Democerat.  But we hope he will not give
up on that account.  Let him refleet that the
good of the party will then require his reform,

the party demands it: however difficult it may
be from previous habits.

The Editor of the Democrat thought and in-
tended to injure the eirenlation of this paper in
Kentucky among his party by his diatribe against
us.  He is perhaps mistaken—we think he has
only injured his own. At all events we expect
a eireulation in that State, among all who are
capable of distinguishing between what a paper

The Democrat takes geave offence at the
agency of members of Congrress in promoting the
establishment ot this paper even in the wild
form of a recommendation.  Another paper has
also heen tronbled at this interference with the
press,

Both these papers have seen, without emotion,
except that of pleasure, Executive organs estab-
lished at this place, by President’s of each party,
and supported by Government patronage. Nay,
we have seen these editors repeatedly changed,
at Exeentive pleasure,  Mr. Duff’ Green was
superseded by My, Blair, and he again by Mr, Rit-
chie,  So Mr. Gales has been set aside for Bullitt
& Sargeant, and they removed to give place to
the present editor of the Republic, Mr. Hall.

Is the Excentive, alone, entitled to the pos-
session of the Press?  Is he, alone, to have ac-
cess to public opinion, and to control it, or per-
vert it, by central organs here, and petty organs
elsewhere, like the Lowisville Democrat, also
supported out of the public erib? But mem-
bers of Congress are not to be allowed, by
these dependents on Executive favor, even to
recommend a paper.  They may, however, vote
to give the public printing, and fat johs, and
extra allowances, to Executive dependents, and
that sort of interfercnee with the press will
be submitted to.

13 We have hitherto neglected to acknowl-
edge the receipt of the admirable likenesses of

We deem it inexpedient to refer to the multi-
form rumors of to-day; except to atate that it is
qnite current that Mr. WERSTER is to be Secre-
wry of State,

PARTY.

We observe in the * Mercer Luminary,” o
Froe-Roil paper in Pennylvania, a long article
extencwed from the Londseille Democrat, making
prent objections to the estublishment of this

CATER |

The Lonisville Demoerat is Joeated at the seat |
o the late emanecipation movement in Ken-
fuckywhieh it feebly opposed.
The Loui=ville
emeerat Lelonos also to o eloss of porty pui-

ereble eirenlation in Todiana,

paers that wonbd like to have exelusive _inriﬂdic-!

ton over the slvery and all other h'l't!‘]ﬂl'lﬂi[

qiestions,  So that wlhien party  conventions
weel at Baltimore or Philadelphis, the delegates
vt e full power ta dispose of the rights and
interests o different seetions, in such a way as |
will most promote the suceess of their respee-
Ho grent national partics, |

It is expedient on sguch oceasions, aunwlimua_!
o nominate Northern men with Southern prin-
ciplesandisometinmes Mouthern men with Nortlh-
ern principles—sometimes men with as few
principles us possible,  Sometimes these bodies
avow their deetrines, sometimes they conceal
tien under sueh artful equivoeations of expres-
sion Abat ean be interpreted one way at the
North, another at the Sonth, and both ways and
teither way, as oceasion requires.  Sometimes
it is thouglit most politic to say nothing at all
sbwnt prineiples,

Fhese are the partics and contrivances l.hﬂlJ
proclaim themselves to be the great conserva-
tors of Union and Harmony.  And we presume
they remird  the present state of affairs as evi-
dence of the brillinnt snecess of their labors, Of
conrse they would prefer to preserve the monop-
oly they have had for sowe time, of the publie
wind. They are afraid that it others interpose,
ity not be so vasy to make those grand na-
tonnl baregains in quadrennial  convention at
which prineiple, right, interest and opinion,
are sacrifived to combinations, and ealenlations
tor power and place,

The Louisville Democrat, however, under
takos to he remarkably aente. Tt says the South
has heretolore deelined and deprecated the ngi-

tation and diseussion of the slavery question,
Wiy does the Bouth now engage in it?

Why, for the smmne reason that a nation which
deprecates war, will nevertheless, if continunlly
attacked, think it proper at last to repel the as-
sailant.  Whilst this war on the South was
made by a small faction, and both of the great
political parties professed to condemn and repu-
diate ity the South treated it with some indiffer-
enee. But when both the twe areat parties of the
Northe after having  refused all countepance to
the agitition, began to

L first endure, then pity, then embrace,”
it. then the Sonth rose up to meet this new
= Holy slliance.”

The Demoerat. atfecting to be very military,
gives us an eminent specimen of his genins, in
complaining that the South has * changed front
i the midst of battle”  Well, we who do not
pretend to know much of military tactics, must
still be permitted to suggest that the “front™
of an army, must be modified a good deal hy
the number and direction of the assailants,
When, therefore, the two great parties of the

North, changed front, and deserted to the Aboli- |

tiunists, tha South natorally enlarged and
strengthened her front accordingly.

The Democrat next proceeds to be smart.
He asks us whether Northern people may ex-
clude our paper from the Post-office, as the
Southern have excluded incendiary publica-
tions. We answer, certainly. Whenever this
paper becomes a teucher of rebellion, plunder,
and massacre, to any class of peaple at the
North, its circulation then ought to be sup-
pressed.  But they will find it expedient to pnt
down & number of their own papers first.

mously adopted :

hereby returned to the Hon. John Erwin and the
Hon. Wm. M. Murphy for their auendance wt

the late President Taylor, John €. Colhoun, and
Daniel Webster, comprising the first issues of
the Gallery of Illusirious Americans, engraved
by I'Avignon from daguerreotypes by Brady,
and accompanied by Biographieal Sketches by
Mr. Lester nud others, e

We were yesterday reminded of this omission
by the receipt of the two last numbers, which
give the “ecounterfeit. presentments ™ of fenry
Clay and Col. Fromont, both very well execu-
ted; althourh we do nat think that the artist
‘has sneeeoded quite as well with the former

Ithas aeonsid- | 2s with the other eminent men who preceded

| him in this series. Sl the likeness is a very
| fair one—though rather wanting in expression,

The lileness of Sies Wk, which also
consiitites um‘?f the series, we ave not re- |
eeived—lmt it is said to be o vood one, 'l'lm]
best are those of Goneral Taylor, My, Calhoun,
and Mr. Webster, which are almost lite-like in
their aceuracy.

The letter-press whicl accompanies these en-
gravings we have not read, and cannot therelore
express any opinion as to the merits of the ac-
companying biographies.  That, however, is a
matter of secondary importanee, as the lives of
those distinguished publiec servants constitute a
part of the bistory of our conntry, and the main
incidents are familiar to all,  "'he portraits are
waorthy of preservation, and can be detached nnd
framed separately—which we wounld advise all
who procure them to do immediately on reecipt
of them.  T'he Prospectus of the Publishers will
be fornd in our advertising columns,

5 Ata large meeting held at  Greensboro,
Alabama, the following resclutions were offered
by Judge Moore, and (all save the third to which

there were two dissenting voices,) were unani-

Resolved, 1. 'That'our thanks are due and are

considerable trouble to themeelves as delegates to
the Nashville Convention.

Resolved, 2. That we have listened with plea-
sure to the reports made by our said Delegates of
the course in said Convention, and commend them
for their zeal in behalf of the rights of the South,

Resolved, 3. That while we cherish an abiding
love for a Union of these States, and are ready to
sacrifice much to preserve it, yel that there are
evils fur greater than that of disselution of this
Union, and among these are submission to wrong,
to injustice, and the degrading terms which a ty-
ranical majority may seek to force upon us.

Resolved; 4. That we cordially approve and
fully endorse the Resolutions passed by the Con-
vention, recently held in Nashville,

Tremendous Fire in Philadelphia.
GrEAT 10ss ofF Larn axn ProrerTy.

We were informed last evening by a gentle-
man just from Philadelphia, that the great fire
there which commenced day before vesterday
was subdued yesterday morning at one o'vlock,
Our informant stated that three or four hnn-
dred houses were destroved, fifty lives Tost, and
about one hundred wounded, and the loss of
property was cight or ten millions.  The foss of
life was enused by explosions of Saltpetre in
some of the heavy warchouses,  The fire raged
along the front of the city on the Delaware,
from Vine street eastwand.
Telearaphic despatches were sent to New
York and Wilmington tor firemen, who promptly
| n-n]'mrlflud.

They must reason more, and give

Some-

this will be very inconvenient to the editor of

and what will not he attempt, if the good of

would be in attendunee in the House hall, to re- |
ceive him,

agreed to.

until 11, a. m., and 48 minutes, when Mr. L.

AL.

CONGRESSION

: ity
SENATE, '\\"ul'wudq;, July 10, 1850.

. The Secretury colled the Senate to order at 11
oelock. !

A message was received from the lute Vice
President of the United States, (Mr. FrLunong,)
stuting that, in consequence of the death of the
President of the United States, he could not ap-
pear as the presiding officer of the Senate, and
that it would, therefore, be incumbent on the Sen-
ate 1o elect a presiding officer.

Another communication was veceived from him,
officinlly informing the Senate that the lute Presi-
dent had died, and that he (Mr, Fisemone) would,
at twelve o'elock, be ready to receive the oath of
office in the hall of the House of Representatives
in the presence of both houses.

A resolution was adopted appointing a commit-
tee of three, which, together with a similar com-
mittee on the part of the House, was to wait on
the President and inform him that both houses
would be ready to receive him at 12 o’clock.
The committee, on the part of the Senate, was
Mr. Sovee, Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, and Mr,
UxpErRwoon.
The Senate, at 12 o’clock, proceeded to the hall
of the House of Representotives where seats had
’ been provided for them.  After they were seated,
the President of the United States, (Mr. Fipi-

peared, and were ushered in. The oath of office
was then administered to Mr. Frumone by Chief
Justice Cranch, in the following words :

“1. Miwtanp Fiiusone,do solemnly swear that
1 will fithfully execute the office of President of
the United States, and will, to the best of my
ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Consti-
tution of the United States, "

The Senate then returned to their chamber. A
message was then received from the President of!
the United States, requesting the two houses of
Congress to take such steps as they might think
proper in the present emergency.

Eulogies on the deceased President were then
delivered by Mr. Dowws, Mr. Wesster, Mr.
King, Mr. Cass, Mr. Peance, and Mr. Ber-
RIEN.

A resolution was then adopted, appointing a
committee of three, to confer with a similar com-
mittee on the part of the House, to take such
steps as might be proper on the oecasion.

And the Senate then adjowrned.

In House or Represexrtarives,

Yesterday,

The session of the TTouse was opened with
prayer by the Rev. Chaplain of the Senate, and
then for twenty minutes there was no action by
the House, At length, the House being called to
order by the Speaken,

On motion of Mr. STANLY, the reading of
the journal of' the previous day’s proceedings was
dispensed with,

A message from the President of the United
States being announced, George Fisher, eRq., ap-
peared at the bur and delivered o message in wri-
ting 5 which was veported to the ouse from the
Clerk's desk as follows, viz :

Feltew-Citizens of the Senate and
of the Howse of Representatives ;

I have o pevform the melancholy duty of an-
nouneing to you that it has plensed !{Imight_v
Gaod to vemove from thiy life Zaciany Tavron,
late President of the United States.  He deceasd
last evening at the hour of half-past ten o'elock,
in the midst of his finily, and surrounded by af-
fectionate friends, eahaly and i full possession of
all his “facolties.  Awong his lust words were
these, which he uttered with cwphatie distinet-
ness i L have always done myduty 5 1Tam rea-
dy to die s wy only rearet s for the friends 1
leave Lehind et

Having announced to you, fellow-citizens, this
modt afflicting bereavement, and assuring you
that it has penetrated no heart with deeper grief

e R T Il Bk b pe .

announcement, not to dwell upon it; that duty
will mere properly devolve upon athers. Whilst,
gentlemen, our own body has been peepliarly ex-
empt during its prespet sittings from the fuality
which usually 4 0 protracied session, we
should not beregurdless of the solemn warnings
whieh Providence has extended to us in the
death of those associated with us in the adminis-
tration of our National Government. The vic-
tims who have been summoned to the tomb have
been less remarkable for their number than their
exalted ¢haracter and position.

For the first time in our history has the Chief
"Executive of the Union been stricken down during
th: session of Congress. It devolves a novel
and solemn duty upon the represemtatives of the
people. As the organ of House, delegated with
the mere expression of its resolves, 1 feel it ap-
propriate to indulge in no suggestions of my own,
or expressions of personal emotions. 1 cannot,
however, forbear from uttering the confident as-
surance that it will be your melancholy satisfuc-
tion toadopt the most uppropriste manifestations of
the profound sensibility which this afflicting dis-
pensution must awaken throughout the Union,
and to coneur in every mark of respect to the
memory of the distinguished patriot who los
been so suddenly summoned from the high honors
and responsibilities of the Chief Magistracy, to
which he had been calied by his grateful country-
min, to the repose of the grave,

The message from the President of the Urited
States was then reported from the Clerk’s Desk,
an follows, viz:

Fellow-citizens of the Senate and
House of Representatives:

A great man has fullen among us, and a whole
country is called to an occasion of unexpected,
deep, and general mourning.

I recommend to both Houses of Congress to
adopt such measures as, in their discretion may
seem proper, to perform with our solemnities the
funeral obsequies of Zaenary Tavron, late Pres-
dent of the United States; and thereby to signify
the great and affectionate regard of the American
people for the memory of one whose life has
been devoted to the public service; whose career
in arms has not been surpassed in usefulness or
brilliancy; who has been so recently raised by the
unsolicited voice of the people to the highest civil
authotity in the Government—which he adminis-
tered with so much honor and advantage to his
country; und by whose sudden death, so . many
hopes of future usefulness have been blighted for-
ever.

To you, Senators and Representatives of a Na-
tion in tears, I can sy nothing which can alle-
viate the sorrow with which you ave oppressed,
Lappeal to you to aid me, under the trying eir-
cumetances which surround me, in the discharge
of the duties, from which, however much I may
be oppressed by them, Idare not shrink; and 1
rely upon him, who holds in his hands the desti-
nies of nations, to endow me with the requisite
strength for the task; and to avert from our
country the evils apprehended from the heavy ca-
lamity which has befel us.

1 shall most readily concurin whatever mensures
the wisdom of the two Houses mny sugmest ag
beiitting this deeply melanclholy oceasion,

MILLARD PILLMORI.

Wasiverox, July 10th, 1850,

Mr. CONRAD rose and said:

My, Seeasen ¢ In aceordance with a wish ex-
pressed by mauy members, I have prepared a yes-
olution adupted to the welaneholy event which
has just heen announced, and which [ purpose to
offer to the House,  Before doing so, however,]
would do vielenee tomy olen feelings, as norvepre-
septntive of that State of whieh the Husirious de-
eceased was a citizen and the hrightest ornauent,
i L dul not offer some remarks appropriate to the
melanchaly oceasion on which weare nssembled.,
Seldom has an event oceurred which wore stri-

than mine, it remains for me to say that, I pur-
pose this day, at twelve o'clock, in tie lall of the
House of Representatives, in the presence of both
houses of Congress, to take the vath preseribed
by the Constitution, to ennble e to enter on the
execution of the office, whieh this event hus de-
volved on e,
MILLARD FILLMORE,.

Wasmnaron, July 10, 1850,

On motion of Mr. MORSE, the House took a
recess until 12, m.

Mr. WINTHROP suggested the propriety of
responding to the recent announcement from the
President of the United States, that he intended to
attend in the hall at noon, to be sworn into office,
by the appointment of o jeint eommittee to wait
on that functionary, for the parpose of signifying
to him that at that hour, both Houses of Congress

On motion of Mr. W. sueh n resolution was
The transaction of business was then stayed

Machin, the elerk of the Senate, being amounced
from the bar, delivered a message, siying that the
Senate had acted on the resolution of Mr. Win-
Turor, for the appointment of' o joint eommitiee,
&e.

Mr. ASHMUN (no action thereupon being ne-
cessary) moved that this message be laid upon the |
table, which was agreed 1o,

Again there waasilence in the hall until 12, m.,
and 5 minutes; when .

The Senate, preceded by their officers, entered,
and were sented in the aren surrounding the
Clerk’s desk.

The Presioext oF tne Usitep Svates then
appearing at the door, his presence was announced
by the doorkeeper.

Whereuponall on the floor of the House rose up,
remaining standing until the President and suite—
the Cabinet of the late President, the joint com-
mittee of the two Houses of Congress appointed
under Mr. Wintnror's resolution to wait on him,
and many officers of the Government—traversed
the aisles to the area in front of the rostrum.—
These gentlemen being seated, (the President in
the Clerk’s desk,) the Senate and House again
resumed their seats.

The Sreaker announced that the oath of office |
would now be adninistered to the President of'the
United States, by the Hon, Wm. Cranch, Chief
Justiee of the United States Cireuit Court for the
District of Columbin.

MILLARD FILLMORE (President of the

tistinet voiee, the few words of the usual eath of

« Continuation of T. H. Averett’s speech to-
morrow.

Local Intelligence.

Crimmvar Corur.—This Court met yesterduy
at the usnal hour, and the District Attorney, P.
R. Fendall, snnounced the death of the President
of the United States, in a epewch of some fifteen
minutes in length, full of eloquence, und delivered
| with a good deul of fecling, which was responded
to by Judge Cruwford, in a few appropriate re-
marks.

Tue Bare i Moriox.—We learn that a large
and enthusiastic meeting, composed of citizens of
both political parties, was held at Greenville, in
Merriwether county, on the 2 inst. Eloquent
and appropriate addresses were made by several

en, and resolutions approving of the pro-
ings of the Naghville Convention unanimous-
a.) Constitutiondist

Put the Pemocrat at length lets the st out fy adopted.—Hgusta (Ga.) C i

office, which having been administered to him by
1 Judge Craneh, (the House and Senate standing in
! the meantime,)

: = i 1
United States,) rising, read alond, in a slow and

kiugly illustrates the uncerminty of hife and the
instability of earthly gveatness than the one wo
are called upon 1o deplore,

A few days ago General Taylor was in his
usual robust health. Ou the fourth of this month
he attended some ceremonies which took place in
commernoration uf‘lhn‘muﬁ\-ﬁrsm'_\r of onr nation-
al independence,
the open air, it is believed that the exposure to a

As the ceremontes oceurved in

o-dayto lay you before an official commumeation
of hig death.  Itig my purpose simply to make the

to aflect a reluctance in ascepting those very hoi-
"E}u whicly they have long and ardently sought,
that we are apt to consider all suel professions as
indienting feelings the very reverse of those they
express.  Those, howeser, who knew Generl
Tavron well, entertained no doubt of the entire

| sincerity of hia deelnrations when he was called |

upon to be a candidate for the office of President,

The excitement of politics had no charm for one
who had always been extremely averse to politi-
cal controversy.  The pomp and splendor of the
presidential mansion had no temptations for one
who was always remarkable for the simplicity of
his tastes and the frugality of his habits. Addto
this that his unaffected modesty and inexperience
in public affairs led him sincerely to distrust his
ability to dischagge the duties of this high and
responsible station. :

At no period of our history, indeed, was the
oxecative chair surrounded by more difficulties
than those which encompassed it when he was
called on to occupy it.  Party spirit was still ra-
ging with unabated fury; a dark cloud was visi-
ble on the horizon, which portended that a storm
of unusual violence was approaching, and would
shortly burst forth.  Under such circumstances, a
man even of stouter heart than his might well hes-
itate before he consented to embark on this “‘sea
of troubles.” Yielding, however, to the public
voice, and to the arguments and persunsion of his
friends, he did embark. The tempest arose; and
in the midst of its fury, while  the vessel of State
wus tossed to and fro, and all eyes were turned
with a confidence not unmingled with anxiety on
the pilot who, calm and collected, guided her
course, that pilot wus suddenly swept from the
helm !

Here let us pause! Let us avail ourselves of
the momentary calm which this sad event has pro-
duced, and enlmly survey the perils that surround
us—the lowering heavens above, the raging bil-
lows below, the breakers on our right, the shoals
on our left. Let us prepare to meet these dan-
gers like men and like patriots, to overcome them.
Let us not despair of the republic.  On the con-
trary, let us determine that she must be saved, and
she will be saved. The clouds that overhang us
will be dispersed, and the glorious stars of our
Union ‘will azain shine forth with their wonted
splendor,

Mr. WINTHROP rose to sccond the resolu-
tions, and proceeded as follows :

It would not be easily excused, Mr. Speaker,
by those whom I represent in this hall, if there
were no Massachusetts voice to respond to the
enlogy which has been pronounced by Louisiana
upon her illustrious and lamented son.

Indeed, neither my personal feelings nor my
political relations to the living and to the dead,
would permitme to remain altogether silent on
this oceasion. -

And yet, sir, [ confess I know not how to say
anything satisfactory to myself, or adequate to
the circumstances of the hour.

The event which has just been officially announ-
ced, has come upon us so suddenly—has so over-
whelmed us with mingled emotions of surprise
and sadness—that the ordinary forms of expres-
sion seent to lose their significance, and one is
impelled to bow his head i silence to the blow,
until its first shock has, in some desree passed
ﬂ“’ll}'.

Certninly, sir, no one can fiuil to realize that a
most momentous and mysterious Providence has
been Illl'lllirl.'l‘l[['ll irl our midst, Al o moment
wlien, more than almost ever before in our his-
tory, the destinies of onr conntry seemed, to all
B sight, o be dnseparably  associnted  with
the choaracter and conduet of its Chiel Executive
Mugistrate, that magistvate hag been sunnnoned
from his post by the only messeager whose man-
dates he might not have defied, and has been
| withdown forever from the sphere of human ex-
istenee ! .,

There are those of s, d need not say, sir, who
had looked to him with afection and reverence as
our chosen leader and guide in the difficulties wnd
perplexities by which we are surrounded.  There
are those of us who had relied confidently on hiim,
as apon no other ma, to uphold the Constitu-
tion and  muintain the apion of the country in
that future upon which *eclouds amd darkness™
may well be said 10 rvest. And, ns we now be-
hiold Liim, borne away by the hand of Guod from
our sight, in the very hour of peril, we can hardly
repress the exclomation, which was applied to the.

heat of unusual intensity produced the malady
which, at about half-past ten last night, termina-
ted his earthly career.. A great patriot has fullen!
A great benefactor of his country has departed
from umong us! In a few hours a nation will be
plunged in mourning, and the voice of lamenta-
tion will ascend from twenty millions of people !
It is not my purpose, Mr. Speaker, to dwell at
length, on this vccasion, on the public career and
the military achievements of General TayLor.
These belong to the history of his country, and
are deeply engraven ou the memories and the
hearts of his countrymen, I prefer to dwell on
those minor traits of his charncter whicl, as they
exert a less perceptible influence on the destinies
of nations, are toe often overlooked hy histo-
Tians,
General Tavion's was not one of those charace-
tees, of which history furnishes many conspicu-
ous examples, in which many defects are coneeal-
ed, amid the dazzling splendor of a single virtue,
On the luminous dise of his character no dark
spota are discernible.  His biographer will have
no great folliea to conceal, or faults to excuse, or
crimes to palliate or condemn. There is no dark
passage in his life which justice will be ealled upon
to condemn, or morality to reprove, or humanity
to deplore. Like the finished production of an
artist, the details of the picture are as correct and
bheautiful as the general outline is grand and im-
posing.
His heroic courage and military genius are those
qualities to which he is chiefly indebted for his
fame ; and yet those who knew him best would
not consider them the prominent atiributes of his
character, On the contrary, this courage appenr-
ed only an adventitious quality, occastonally de-
veloped by circumstances requiring its exercise.
His prominent characteristics, always manifest,
were un unaffected modesty, combined with ex-
trnordinary firmmess, a stern sense of duty, and
of justice tempered and softened by a spirit nfl
universal benevolence, an inflexible integrity, a
truthfulness that knew no disgimulation, a sin-
cerity and frankness which rendered conceal-
ment or disguise absolutely unnecessary.

These were the traits that endeared him to hi.*l
friends, and inspired with' confidence all who ap- |
proached him.  These were the qualities which |

uable citizen, the devoted friend, the affectionate |

| The SecrRETARY or THE SExATE summoned the
| members of that body again toattend in their cham-
ber. The House then aguin rose, remaining stand-
ing until the Senate, headed by theirsergeant at arms
and Secretary, retired from the hall.
The Houee were then called to order by the
8 er.
P:’:-!: message from the President of the United
States” being announced, Geo. Fisher, Esq.,
again came within the bar, and delivered (n Ex-
ecutive Message, in writing, in the usual form,
which was lnid on the Speaker's table.
The Speaker next rose, and said
Gestiemex: Your session of yesterday was
brought to an early close by the announcemeant of

husband, the fond futher, the kind und indulgent
master, and which, brought into public life, made
him the disinterested patriot, and the faithful and
conscicntious funetionary. His martial cournge
was set off and relieved by this group of eivic vir-
tuce, is the brilliancy of the dinmond is enhanced
by the gem of softer ray by which it is encircled.

‘The mazs of the people in all countries possess
a wonderful sagacity in detecting the prominent
teaits of their distinguished men. The Ameriean’
people are inferior to none in this quality; and they
soon discovered and appreciated the merits of Gen,
Tavionr. Itis not surprisng, therefore, that they
called him, almost by acclamation, to fill the first
offiee in their gift,

It is so common for the most ambitious men

the dangerous illpess of the President. Jtis Py:luty

in private life made him the upright man, the v.-ul-i |

departing prophet of old : # My father, my fhther;
the chariot of Israel, und the horsemen thereof,”

Let me not even seem to imply, howewer that
the death of Gen, Tavronr is any thing less than
a national loss, There may be, and we know
there is, in this event,a privileged ar.d pre-eminent
grief for his immediate family and relaties, to which
we can offer the assurance of our heartfelt sym-
pathy. There may be, too, a peculiar serrow for
his political friends and supporters. But the
whole peaple of the United States will feel, and
will bear witness, when they rveceive these melan-
choly tidings, that they have all been called to
sustain o most afilicting national bereavement.

I hazard nothing sir, in saying, that the roll of
our Chief® Magistrates, since 1789, illustrious as
it is, presents the name of no man who has en-
Joyed a higher reputation with his contempora-
ries, or who will enjoy a higher reputation with
posterity than Zacuany Tavror, for some of the
best and  noblest qualities which adorn our na-
ture,

His indomitable courage, his unimpeachable
honesty, his Spartan simplicity and sagacity, his
frankness, kindness, moderation, and magna-
nimity of spirit, his fidelity to his friends his
generosity and humanity to his enemies, the puri-
ty of his life, the patriotism of his public prinei-
ples, will never cease to be cherished in the grate-
ful remembrance of all just men and all true-
hearted Americans.

As a soidier and a general his fame is associated
with some of the proudest and most thrilling
scenes of our military history. He may be literal-
ly said to have conquered every enemy he has met,
save only that last enemy, to which we must all,
in turn, !illl'l‘['"lll'r;

As o civilinn and statesman, during the brief
period in which he has been permitted to enjoy
the pre-eminent honors which o grateful country
lhas awarded him, he has given proof of a devo-
tion to duty and anattnchment to the Constitution
and the Union, which no triale or temptations
could shnke.  He has borne his faculties meekly,
but firmly. He has been * clewr in his great
office.” He has known no local partialities or
prejudices, but has proved himself capable of em-
bracing his whole country in the comprehensive
affections and regards of a large and generous
weart,

But he has fullen alinost at the threshold of his
civil career, und ut a moment when some of us
were looking to him to render services to the
country, which we had thought no other man
could perform. Certainly, sir, he died too soon
for everybody but himself. We can hardly tind
it in our hearts to repine, that the good old man
man has gone to his rest.  We cannot grudge him
the repose in which the brave old soldier sleeps.
His part in life had been long and faithfully per-
formed. In his own emphatic words, ** he had
always done his duty, and he was not afraid to
die.”” Our regret can only be for ourselves and
for our country.

Sir, it was a fit and beautiful circumstance in

pearance was it mmum Birth-day
of ouwr National Independence, and, more eape-
cinlly in am act of homage to the memory of him,
[ whase example be hid ever revered and followed,
aud who, as he himself, so well said, * was by
8o many tilles, the Fathep of his Country."

Aud now, Mr. Speaker, et us hope that this
event may teach us all how vain is our reliance
upon any arm of flesh, and may impress us with
a solemn sense of our nationsl as well as individ-
ual dependence on a Power higher than human.
Let us, remember, sir, that *the Lord is king,
be the people never so impatient ; that he sitheth
between the cherubim, be the earth never so un-
‘quiet.’"  Let us—in langbage which has now
beags hallowed 1o us, us having been the closing
and crowning sentiment of the brief but admira-
ble Inaugural Address with whieh our illustious
friend opened his Presidential term, hardly move
than a year ago,.and which it is my prililege to
read at this woment from the very copy from
which it was originally read to the American peo-
ple—let us in language in which * lie being dead,
yet speaketh "—** Let us invoke a continumnce of
** the same protecting eare which has led us from
* small beginnings to the eminence we this duy
* occupy, and let ns seek to deserve that continu-
**ance by prudence and moderation in our coun-
“ cils, by well directed attempts to assuage the
*“bitterness which too often marks unavoidable
““differences of opinion; by the promulgation
*“and practice of just and liberal pringiples ; and
‘* by an enlarged patriotism, which shall acknow-
*lege no limits but those of our own wide spread
** Republie.’”

[Mr. Wintanor was followed by Mr. Bagen,
of lllinois, but owing to the difficulty of ob-
taining n copy we are unuble to insert his re
marks in this uumber.]

Mr. BavLy, tuking the floor, said:

Mr. Speaker : Representing in part the na-
tive State of the illustrious dead, it may not be
improper for me, in behalf of her delegation, to
add a word to what has already been said.
However much she may have differed from him
while living, there is not one that mourns more
deeply his sudden death. No State felt a loft-
ier pride in his military nchievements, or admired
more his private virtues. None will drop a tear
of more heartfelt sorrow upon his bier.

I'hope it will not be deemed inappropriate for
me to indulge in some reflections suggested by
the occasion.  For the second time, Mr. Speak-
er, in our political history, our national govern-
ment is to be subjected to the trial of being ad-
ministered by a President not elected by the
people to that office,
enough; but this must be still more so, How
different is our situation now from what it was
then! Then, it is true, we were in a condition
of high political excitement.

But it was the elevation or downfull of parties
which depended upon the result. Now we are in
the midst of an angry seetional strife, threaten-
ing thelvery existence of the government itself,
If that erisis required prudence, moderation, and
wisdom to insure success to the experiment, how
much more will the one in which we now find
ourselves demand the exercise of those high
qualities.  Sir, in the very midst of the tempest,
when the storm is howling about us, and when
all is uncertainty und alarm, the eaptain has been
uiexpectedly swept from the deck,and the second
in command hag just taken charge of the helm.  1f
this Jows has ndded to their anxiety, it but iuerea,
ses the obligution of fidelity on the part of the
crew, upon whose fidelity at last the safety of the
ship depends.  Sir, we, that crew, owe il ta our-
selves, to those who have trusted us where we
are—we owe it to mankind o save her from her
perils.

Heretofore. when deluges have swept over
the eastern continent, heaving oft before them the
vestiges of liberty, our country has been looked
to as the Mount Ararat, upon which the Ark,
laden with all that was dear to liberty, might rest
in safety. Shall we now fan the internal fires
which are kindling in its bosom, and convert it
into a terrible volenno, eructating its dreadful lava
and spreading ruin and devastation around—an
objectio be avoided rather than sought? My ar-
dent prayer is, that there is still enough of the
spirit of our fathers among us to svuve mankind
from this awlul eatastrophe.

Sir, as much as 1 have always admired our in-
stitutions. I am free to admit that I have never
seen their beauties in bolder relief than to day.
The scene which has just been enacted before us
has converted my admiration, as I doubt not it
has that of all us, almost into indolatry itself.

In the midst of such a erisis as the Union of
these States never found itself in before—one
threatening its downfall—in the very focus of
the excitement which has produeed it, we have
seen the Exceutive branch of the Government,
with all of its enormous power, pass, without
the confliet of dynasties, without the presence
of a soldier, or even a police officer, so quietly
from one set of hands to another, that but for
the sadness which rests upon the brows of those
around me, no one would conjecture that any-

| thing unusual had oceurred! Where else could

such a seene be witnessed? In the history of
what other Government is its parallel to be
found? Is there not enough—I appeal to my
countrymen—in the reflections suggested by
what is passing around us to awnken the nation
to n sense of that justice and patriotism by
which alone can the blessings we enjoy be pre-
served to ourselves and mankina?

Mr. HILLIARD rose and said : Mr. Speak-
er, at the suggestion of those in whose judgment 1
have confidence, I rise to offer an humble tribute
to the memory of the great man who has just
fallen in our midst. If he were living, 1 should
lenve others to eulogise him—as he is dead, I
choose to speak of him. And yet I am so over-
whelmed by the event which has just occurred,
that [ can scarcely find language to express what
I feel. Some events are so impressive that they
leave little occasion for words—they are too great
to be enlarged on. I am almost ready to follow
the example of n great French orator, who, when
called on to pronounce a funeral oration upon a
decensed monarch, Iaid his hand upon the head
of the dead king, and exclaimed : * There is no-
thing great but God.”” Sir, there is nothing great
but God.

General Taveon's whole career illustrated the
high qualities which so eminently distinguished
him. I do notdwell upon his battle-fields—they
belong to history, and they will find a place upon
the brizhtest pages which record such exploits.
Nor shall T speak of his courage—it is unneces-
sary ; that is attested by hard-fought ficlds, and
brilliant victories won under his cye agninst over-
wheliming numbers.

But I wish to speak of that high sense of duty,
which characterised his whole life—tliat steady
purpose to do what he believed to be right, at all

| timés and in all places. In the performance of
| duty, nothing could move himn—he marched di-

rectly upon the road where that called him. The
reference to this trait in his character has been ap-
propriately made by the gentleman from Illinois,
[Mr. Baker,] and it deserves to be observed and
dwelt upon. To him, as fully as to any onel have

the cloge of such a career, that his last puhl:c ap-

evér known, may be applied the high eulogium

The first was severe |

incorruptus fides''—he kept his fith with all
men.  You might dissent (rom his opinions—you
might find favlt with his judgment, but when he
took lis position, he képt it—his gense of duty
sustained him, and opposition only served to make
him the more steadfast in holding i,

It is maid of Nupoleon, that the great quality
which distinguished him, next to his genius, was
his love of glory ; so that when he marched his
army into Egypt, the appeal which he made to
them on the eve of buttle was, * Soldiers, forty
centuries look dewn upon you from these pyra-
mids, " :

General Taylor rather resembled Lord Nelson,
who, when about to engage the enemy’s fleet, semt
to his several officers in command of his ships the
words, **England expects every man todo his
Mv.l'

This was the constant aim of the illustrious
man who has just been called away from us,
This great quality which shed such lustre upon
his name, guve him that suceess which so uni-
formly attended him. When about to engage in
the battle of Buena Vista with the overwhelming
army opposed to him, he comprehended the dan-
ger which invested him, but ke had made up
his mind that it wus his duty to stand there, and
in his own beautifal language, written before the
engagement, hé * looked to Providence for a good
result "

General Tavronr’s character was American—
distinetly and decidedly American. He was in-
vited to quit the army and take the Chief Magis-
teacy of the Government  He did so with unaf-
fected reluctance, from a sincere distrust of his
fitness for such a station. But as in the army he
had obeyed every order of his Government, he
now obeyed the call of his countrymen, and lay-
ing aside his plumed hat, his epaulets, and his
sword, he entered upon the functions of his new
and great position with an honest purpose to do
his duty.

Unlike Cewsar, who repelled the proffered
crown while he coveted it, he came with diffidence
to the high position to which he had been called,
and unostentatiously employed himself with its
appropriate duties; his whole course evineing his
profound sense of the value of constitutional lih-
erty, and his manners illustrating the beautiful
simplicity of his charncter.

Sir, this illustrious man is called away from us
at & moment most critical. Never have I known
the republic, in such peril as now surrounds it.
My friend from Massachusetts [Mr. WinTaror)
has well said thatit is so clearly an interposition
of Providence, that he is ready to exclaim,—
“The chariots of Isruel and the lLorseman
thereof.”’

Sir, I agreeto this. Itis an interposition of
Providence; and it comes to us ina trying hour.
But I am notdismayed. My trustin Providence ia
unshaken. Our country has been delivered,
guided, made glorious, by a good Providence. It
will be sostill. I remember, when the prophet
referred to by the gentleman from Massachusetts,
[Mr. WinthRor,] was surrounded by n hostile
force, and all hope of escape seemed cut off, that
a young man who was with him cried out in great
fear; and the reply of the prophet was, a prayer
that the young man’s eyes might be opened. He
then saw thut all within the hostile lines were
“chariots and horsemen of fire,”" ready to suc-
cor and to deliver the” beleaguered city, So
will it be with us, The dangers which threaten
us will be averted, and, I trust, furever disposed of.

The solemn event which has just oceurred, will
arrest the angry ewrvent which has swept us on so
fiercely. Itimposes a truee at least for a season,
upon contending parties.  In the meanwhile, o
better feeling may spring up : and we may ask,
“ Why do we struggle with each other? Are we
not brethren ! The nation will be hmpressed
with' the bereavement which it has suflered, and
the tide of sorrow which sweeps throughout the
country, will admonish us to agree in wise, patri-
otie, and fraternal counsels. The very event which
we deplore, and which we regard as a calamity,
will be overruled for good; and He that sitteth on
high, mightier than the water-floods, will put forth
hig power and canse 0 great calm.

Sir, death is at all times a solemn event: it
touches both time and eternity; it terminates an
earthly existence ; it opens an immortal one. But
this death will strike the world as an event mark-
ed by more than common solemnity. We mingle
our tears over the bier of the Chief Magistrate of
a great nation. We will honor his memory, and
we will elaim his fame for his whole country.
Henceforth he belongs to his country, and Lis
name is a part of our common inheritanee, His
last public act was in honor of the memory of
Woashington; he fixed his eyes upon that noble
monument which is rising to the skes, built up by
the present generation for one whom all ealled
blessed. By this ime he has, it may be hoped,
met the revered Father of his Country in & world
where their companionship will be eternal, Ilis
memory is safe—no human events can now aflect
it; the great qualities, the private virtues, the pub-
lic services—all that is precious in his memory,
has received the seal of death.

““The love where death has set his geal,
Nor age can chill, nor rival steal,
Nor fulsehood disavow.”

Mr, JOHN A. KING, of New York, suid:

Mr. SPEAKER, ldesire to say a few words on
the sad and overwhelming event which has eansed
us to assemble here this day—in grief and in
sorrow, i honor and respect we are called
upon to bow with submission to the inevitable
will of Him, in whose hands are the issues of
life and death—to mourn the loss of one, who,
during a long career of distinguished and patriotic
services, had endeared himself to the hearts of
the American people—to look firmly—but with-
out despair, at the sudden death of tie chief
magistrate of the millions of freemen, over whose
destinies he but yesterday presided in health and
in honor—to acknowledge and confess the emid
nent services which i war he rendered to his
country—io bear our testimony to the moderation,
the wisdom, and the firmness of his conduct, as
the chosen head of the nation—to declare the
hope which sprang in every bosom, while the
short struggle for life endured, that that life, if
not for his—for their sakes might be spared—to
manifest, so far as words can express them, the
feelings of desolation which reign unchecked in eve-
ry bosom on account of the sad bereavement. The
character of him whom we mourn, was made up
of elements which never fuil to win the atachment
and confidence of the American people. Frank,
direct, humane, yet firm of purpose, he brought
to the consuderation of questions of difliculty, a
clear and unbiassed judgment—a decision which,
once - foirly made, never swerved. The conse-
q Were, and h for himself and
his country. Few ever could boast a greater or a
better influence over the hearts of the people; and
that generous attachment which cheered him
while living, will mourn him—dead. We lament
him as our glory and our defence—as the head
and hope of this great Confederacy.

But yet we are not left without hope, without
allevintion. One yet remains to us, who is to fill
the honored Chair of State—one whose public
and private character needs no eulogy, one in
whom the mild and best qualities of a statesman
are fairly mingled. Let us give him our confi-
dence; let us cheer him in the performance of this,
his unexpected and most undesired duties. Let
us cast on him the mantle of our hopes and our
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