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¦niiiujf ucw subscribers in Virginia.
All Utter, on bu.lut.>llhouldb(|k(|.

Jr,"'d *° "The Setttlnel OAcc," W.ih-
Ingtou.

;?U ' We have sent bills to such of our subscri¬
bers as are indebted to the Sentinel newspaper,
rendering their account* to the 24th September,
at which time the second volume of the Tri¬
weekly edition will close.

While returning our thanks to those who have,
from the beginning, sustained our enterprise, we
desire to say that all who wish to continue their

subscriptions will be required to remit payment

in advance for the next volume, commencing on

the ~'ath instant, as, otherwise, no paper will be
"®"t from thi« office. The terms, it is known,
are five doli.ars a year.

We are compelled to this course owing to the
difficulty of collecting our subscriptions, scattered
as they are over a wide surface of country. Our
inends will, therefore, see the necessity of com¬

plying with our terms. No offence is intended to

any, since friends and tlrangers are embraced in
the same category.

Subscribers not renewing by the first of October,
their names will be stricken from the list.

VISION-BLACK REPUBLICAN8-THK
IIO.\. HVPUS CIIOATK, dtc.

The desciplea of Daniel Webster, with the
H<'n. llufus Choate as the organ and expouud-
er of their views, have lately held a meeting at
Fanoeil Hall, in Boston, at which Mr. ChJate
made an eloquent and lucid exposition of the
views, purposes, and intents of the fusion lead¬
ers ; and also of the views and purposes of
himself and of those who stood with him on

what, he considered, a national platform.
The I- usion party he demonstrated to be,

what in fact its leaders avowed it to be, a melt
ing of all parties into one, a Black Republican
party a commixture uf all parties, by which
each party should abandon every principle
hitherto avowed by it, and which had been pro¬
fessedly deemed essential to the best interests of
the country and of society. Every one of these
parties was to bring its principles as a sacri¬
fice on the altar of this Black Republican party,
which was to be created on the ruins of all
which each of these parties professed to consider
vitally essential to the general well being. Ou
this altar the tariff' and free-trade advocates lay
down their hostility and agree to elect that
man to office, State or National, regardless
whether he be free-trade or tariff", so that he
only be a Black Republican. The temper¬
ance man so completely abandons his con¬

scientious convictions, that he will support a

distiller, a liquor dealer, and a drunkard, if all
these be combined in one candidate, if only he
be a Black Republican, and will give him his
preference to a genuine, consistent temperance
man, who adheres to his conscience, and will
not sacrifice all principle on this new altar of
Black Republicanism. The Know-rfothing
throws into this boiling caldron, on this new
and black altar, his antagonism to popery and
to foreign influence, and will prefer a bigoted
Catholic and foreigner, to a genuine native
candidate of his own conviction, if the first be
only a devotee to the Black Republican altar,
and the other not. The foreign Catholic will
vote for the rankest Know-nothing in prefer¬
ence to his warmest democratic advocate, if he
does not worship at the Black Republican altar,
and so with every party. Every heresy is
deemed a virtue if found kneeling at this altar,
while a whole galaxy of principles, hitherto
deemed cardinal, are now stigmatized if found
kneeling at the altar of National Patriotism
and not at tbo altar of this Black Republican¬
ism.this moloch vulture which, devouring
every virtue, converts them into filthy vice.
The sessame to this party, and the only one, is
fealty to Black Republicanism. No watchword
of principle, virtue, or patriotism, can open its
doors; there is but one magic password.
negrodom; that watchword will admit every
hue and shade.Iree-lovers and free drinkers,
the Catholic foreigner and the American Know-
nothing.

Mr. Choate well puts the qnestion. What
vital good is to be obtained.by this universal®
sacrifice, by all parties, of every principle hith-1
erto deemed so essential. This great and gen-'
eral ignoring of all other principles and all
other interests purport* to arise, from the re¬

peal of the Missouri Compromise. But as

Mr. Choate observes, the very parties who avow

this repeal to be the motive for this wanton
and genera] abandonment of the principles
hitherto honestly and warmly cherished, do
not propose or promise its restoration.the
only end and aim of this conglomerate party,
which is avowed by its leaders, is hatred to the
South.and in order to render this as wide
spread and as bitter as possible, that no man shall
be elected or appointed to any office, national,
State, municipal, or corporate, who will not
deem it his paramount duty in his official, as

well as personal capacity, to exhibit hostility
to the South, and to take antagonistic action
aginst it in all cases, and in every manner;
and in this career of hostility they must be
pledged to disregard alike the Constitution of
the United States, the laws of Congress, the
rights of States, all comity and any and every
dictate, which shall conflict with the extremest
hate and hostility to the South, while aPgr. H-

sion in every aggravated form is to be pressed
to the extreme.
As Mr. Choate well asks, what is the North

to gain by this proceeding. Let every man in
the North ask himself this question. Let
every man of them answer it to himself, and
say if he can, that it will prove either wise or

beneficial.
To onr mind, and we believe it will so ap¬

pear to every reflecting mind, which will judge
without passion, and without bias, the frt/s and
only cause of this whole movement is plainly
discernible, and is simply this:
That ifthere lie anything clear as the noon day

sun, it is that no Freesoiler, violator of the Con-

stitution, can reach the Presidential chair, or fill
the high offices of the Natiuual Government. A
concerted movement ha* therefore been made to
secure and engross, in the first place, all State
power ot offices, und the members of both
branches of Congress, thus securiug appoint¬
ments at West Point and the Naval Academy at

Annapolis. W ith the weight and power of these
influences, they hope to coerce some concessions
from the National Government. The whole
movement is a strike for the spoils, which it
had become clear could never be attained by a

Presidential struggle, at least, until they should
have secured the exclusive patronage of the
free States. *

^

This state of affairs reflects itscV j>om this
movement, as from a mirror, and would suiuc.. -

convince any one, as it would us, if even we

hud not information confirming it.
The whole tenor of Mr. Choate's speech,

pencils this uspect of the matter, while it holds
up to all who look, not to oflice and the spoils
of office for support, but to their own industry
and private business, and asks them if they
are prepared to sacrifice their own interests,
the interests of their families, the peace und
harmony Und the< welfare and the glory of their
country, to proviilu these political Cormorants
with office.

Mr. Choate might have gone further, and
might have conclusively shown even to these
waiters on fortune, to those who seek to profit
by office and by power, that by far the sooner,
as well as the worthier mode of securing uotT^
would be to stand resolutely and uncompro¬
misingly by their national faith, by the Consti¬
tution and the laws, and in good fellowship
with all their countrymen of this whole broad
continent; that adherence to these will alone
secure a sure and permanent triumph; that
the success upon a subordinate and distract-
ing principle cannot be enduring, if achieved
even for a time.

In a Presidential contest there are 2D0 elec-
I toral votes, of which 11G from slave States are

immutably in favor of a national man, leav¬
ing only votes more to render certain such
an election.
Can any doubt that there are saue and intel¬

ligent men enough at the North who value
their own and their country's interest more

than the dictates of cunning, which appeals
only to the fanatic, which would sacrifice both
to an idle and wicked crusade against the
South and against the Union ; and if even

that did not abundantly suffice, the entire cer¬

tain patronage of the Northern States would
afford as ample temptation to the spoils and
office-seekers as is held out by the leaders un¬

der the black flag, and more so, as they would
have both State and national.

It is impossible to conceive that there would
not always be some one at the North who
could rally sufficient votes with ihe great and
sure support of the entire South to secure

votes enough to give a majority in the electoral
college.

Candidates could be run in every free State,
and when they came to the electoral college,
enough of them would feel authorized to vote
for a candidate having the support of fifteen
States, in preference to their own candidate,
who could not by possibility be elected, if the
election were thrown into the House.

It appears to us that nothing can be more

apparent, than that this whole move is a clear,
sheer, desperate, and unscrupulous rush of
frenzied and disappointed aspirants, who seek,
to accomplish their selfish aims at any sacri¬
fice ; their hope is to secure State power and
office now, that national office is beyond their
possible reach.

While these figures reveal the impossibillity
of a Freesoil violator of the Constitution ever

reaching the Presidential chair, it also dis¬
closes the true and only motive for the treason¬
able movements now in progress.
These same figures also glaringly reveal the

fact of the utter impossibility of the South be¬
ing able to pass any aggressive measures

against the North, there being a majority of
64 Northern votes in Congress. As, therefore,
it is imjKtisible for the South to pass any ag-
gressive act against the North, these figures
also reveal the perfidy of this unhallowed
movement, avowed to be for the purpose of
engendering sectional hate.

ftKNATOR MAttOS AND TIIK BOITOA
COMMITTEK,

We find in the Richmond Enquirer of Satur¬
day last, the following letter of Senator Mason,
of Virginia, in reply to a letter of invitation,
written to him by the Boston committee. This
committee ha* become quite famous of late.
It has scattered its cards of invitation all over

the country, and in one or two instances has
gotten pretty hot denunciations for its pains.
In some instances its invitations have not been
honored with replies, in others they have en

countered severe rebuke, in others they have
been courteously answered, but declined, and
in others they have been accepted. How this
committee and its invitations should be treated
by Southern men, cannot well be determined
by any rule. Each person can best determine
for himself. General Houston judged for him
.elf, and he lectured in Boston. Judge Butler
judged for himself, and he partially agreed to
lecture, as also did Senator Toombs. Mr.
Wise judged for himself, and he poured opon
the committee a torrent of invective. Senator
Mason judged for himself, and, in a courteous
letter which contains a protest against their
right to interfere with the rights of the South,
he declined. We are clear for each gentleman
pursuing his own mode. Abolitionists have
no right to interfere with Southern property.
It is presumptuous in them to invite us to dig-
cuss our title to that property. They may do
so either politely or rudely. But the style of
the invitation is nothing.

The polite thief who quietly picks your poc¬
ket, has no more right to the money than the
brutal highwayman, who, with pistol in han d
cries, "Stand and deliver." We incline to the
opinion that the Abolition Boston Committee
can properly complain of no mode of treat¬
ment they may receive from Southern men.

^ et we confess that the manner in which
Senator Mason answers them is exactly to our

taste. He chides them for their officiousness.
and politely declines their invitation. His ex¬

cellent letter will be found below :

ShLMA, FaEnr.au K, Co., Va.
October «J, 1855.

To Messrs. Sam. G. Howe and others, Boston :

Gentlemen: I have had the honor to receive
your letter of the 5th inst., inviting me to " de-

liver a lecture on Slavery," in Boston, on the
eveuiug of the 13th of March next: or at
such other time as mav be convenient to iue,
between the middle of November and the mid¬
dle of March.and as an inducement to the
service, you inform me, " that a series ot lec¬
tures upon the subject wua instituted, and very
successfully conducted here (at Boston) dur¬
ing the past winter and further, " that dur¬
ing the next season, a large number ot gentle¬
men from the South will be invited to favor us

(you) with the views prevalent in iheir vicinity;
thus, in connection with others, presenting
during tbe course every shade of opinion on
this question."

I am at some loss to know what useful end
it is thought will be attained by the series of
disquisition* you thus propose before the people
of Boston.

Slavery of the African race us a form ot do¬
mestic servitude, iu the earlier history of the
country, had no geographic line ol demarca¬
tion. Climate, and climate only, gradually
caused its discontinuance at the North; and
the same controlling influence is gradually con¬

centrating it at the iM>uth. lentil the climate
be reversed, it will not be practicable to restore
this form of servitude at the North. 1 he ad¬
vantages i r disadvantages, therefore, attending
it, must remain with you a matter ot specula¬
tive inquin only; and w hilst such specula¬
tions must necessarily be without profit to you,
experience is uot wanting to show that they
are (to sav no more of them) worse than use¬
less to us. What effect, cither for good or ill,
the loss of African slavery has worked on the
superior rat ut the North, either as regards
their social or political condition, whether to
elevate or depress, both or either, we at the
South do not think it becomes us to determine.
\Ve may have our opinions, but it would be just¬ly deemed intrusive, if not offensive, to express
them. Vet we might, with as much propriety,
challenge you to discuss such topics, with a

view to affect or modify your social institutions,
us you can challenge us in reference to ours.

When, therefore, it has been ordained by
pqysical laws, that domestic servitude, as it
exists at the South, must remain peculiar to
that section ; and when it is conceded, (as I
must take for granted it is,) that the States in
the respective sections, North and South, are
alone to determine what is best for themselves,
in regard to such institutions, 1 can see no

propriety, fur less wisdom, in the people of
either section seeking to inquire into or to cavil
at the social relations of another.
An experience of two centuries and a half

has done much to enlighten the public judg¬
ment at the Soutb, on the institution of slavery
in the African race, as it exists there. We are
satisfied not only to retain it, but, «s far as we
can by fundamental law, to ensure its perpetu¬
ation amongst us. That experience and its
results (for the reasons assigned) can be of no
value to you ; and, considering thus, that the
people at the North cannot want information
on tbe subject of slavery, for the purpose of
determining what is best for themselves, there
should be no seeming concession even, of their
right so to determine for others. And lest
such should be in any way implied, 1 deem it
proper to decline (though I do so as courteous¬
ly as it was given,) your invitation to partici¬
pate in the lectures proposed at Boston.

Very respectfully, I am, gentlomen,
Your obedient servant,

J. M. MASON.

STATE EQUALITY AN1> THE ATTOR¬
NEY GENERAL..

We find in the Washington Union of a late
date the following paper, which purports to be
an emanation from the fertile mind and fruit¬
ful pen of Attorney General Gushing. Like
the ghost of liamlet, it comes in such a "ques¬
tionable shape," that we must "speak" to it.
The doctrines it announces challenge our

cordial approbation; but what puzzles us is,
how they came to be announced just at this
time. No case appears calling for an exposi
tion of the relations of the States. No occa¬

sion, that we are aware of, rendered necessary
the following excellent but volunteer prouun-
ciamento. It is altogether extra judicial. The
Attorney General seems to have been holding
u mock court all to himself, in which, with that
marvellous versatility that distinguishes him,
he represented the parties, the jury, the judge,
and all.
We are not so sure that the assumption of

the power by any department of the Federal
Government to issue such edicts, when there is
no case in court, is not a violation of State-
right;, even when it declares for "State equal¬
ity." If such power of decision exists in the
Attorney General, it may be exercised either
way. .

Now, while we warmly approve the positions
assumed in the Attorney General's pronuueia-
mento, we do not understand the occasion or

the object of it. It means something, for it
appears in the grave organ of the Administra¬
tion, whose columns, by the way, are often
graced by the official productions of the Attor¬
ney General. We incline to think that it is
one of the diversions of that learned and indus¬
trious officer of the Government. But we re¬

spectfully suggest that in these times the rights
and equality of the Stales ought not to be
jested with.

Attorney General'* Office.

Equality of the State*..1 It has been
adjudged by a long series of decisions of the
Supreme Court that the United States never
held any municipal sovereignty, jurisdiction, or

right of soil in the territory of which any of the
new States are formed, except for temporary
purposes, namely: to execute the trusts created
by deeds of cession of Virginia, Massachusetts,
Georgia and other States in the original com-

mon'territory of the Union, or by treaties with
France, Spain and the Mexican republic, in
the territories of Louisiana, the Floridas, New
Mexico, and California.

2. It has been adjudged by the same series
ofdecisions that the provisions of the ordinance
for the organization ofthe Northwest Territory
were extinguished by the constitution; or if any
of them retain continuing validity, it is only so
far as they may have authority derived from
some other source, either the compacts of
cession or acts ofCongress under the constitu-
tion.

3. This doctrine has been applied in landing
cases to questions touching the property in
public lands, the relation of master and slave,
religion, navigable waters, and the eminent
domain, and may be taken as the established
legal trutb.

4. In obedience to the same principle, and
proceeding in the same line of adjudication, it
mnst have l>een held, if the question had come
up for judicial determination, that the provi¬
sion of the act of March 6, 1820, which under¬
takes to determine in advance a perpetual rule
of municipal law for all that portion of the
province of Louisiana which lies north of the
parallel of 36 deg. 30 min. north latitude, was
null and void ab incepto, because incompatible
with the organic fact of equality and internal
right, in all respects, between the old and the
new States.

Rachel's Last Appearance..M'lle Habile
closed her engagement in Boston, Nov. 3. I he
play was "Virgine;" winding np with the Mar¬
seillaise. She was called out at the end of
each act, and the close of the performance was

hailed with an outburst of enthusiasm seldom
if ever before witnessed in a Boston theatre.

MALT LAKE CITY IN tlllNSI
The Daily Adrian (Michigan) Watchtovoer,

ot tiie 31at ot October, acknowledges the re¬

ceipt of and publishes an "extra" from the St.
Louis Press, in which it is stated, under date
of Fort Laramie, October 19, that the train
which arrived at that place from Great Salt
l^ake, which left on the 12th of September,
brings accounts of an awful earthquake, which
took plate on the 11th of that month. We
have seen no account elsewhere of tho report¬
ed event, and therefore we are inclined to doubt
its truth. However, the article to which wo
have above referred, says :

The shock continued to increuse until 11
p. m., when the great promontory on the oppo¬site side of the lake, at Flat Rock Point, slid
from its base into the lake: driving the w.iter
before it, in an enormous wave, to the oppositeshore, where it speedily mounted to the top of
the firat stories, confining tho inhabitants to
their chambers.
About one hundred houses, containing chief¬

ly women and children, were thus surrounded.
The shrieks of the women and children were
appaling.
"The rumbling of the earthquake, and the

shouts and yells of the frenzied multitude, with
the roaring of the waters, all formed a season
of painful excitement," says our informant,
such as he never witnessed before. To udd to
the horrors of the night, a heavy thunderstorm
with rain aud wind came up, and the water
rose still higher.

Boats and rafts constructed of anythingwhich was most readily to be found, plied back
and forth in the midst of the storm and until
an early hour next morning; and by great ex¬
ertions on the part of tho husbands, fathers,
and brothers, the women and their children
were rescued from danger. This part of the
city is occupied by the dwellings used by the
numerous wives of the better class of citizens,
with their offspring.
Towards morning the water receded, and

the shocks ceased.
*****

The opposite side of the Lake presented a

strange site. The high, flat promontory on
the point had slid into the Lake, crumbling as
it went, and filling it up to considerable height
with pieces of rock and large numbers of small
trees, underbrush, &e., mixed with the earth
upon which they had grown. The portion of
the Lake thus tilled up cannot be less than a
mile long, and three-quarters wide, as well as
could be judged, from the distance.

t&T If the following news from Kansas be
true, then indeed is war near at hand.a war

between the pro-slavery and Abolition parties.
We are surprised at nothing, however vile, that
the Abolitiouists do. They prefer fraud to
force, as it brings with it less of peril, and there¬
fore we are not altogether prepared to credit
the following account of this preparation for
battle, if, however, it shall turn out to be true,
the "Border Ruffians" and their sympathisers
will become so much exasperated that they
will proceed at once to drive every Abolitionist
from the Territory. Nor could any reasonable
man blame them for it. But wo sincerely hope
that this fair young Territory is not destined to
be the scene of civil strife.of bloodshed and
of horror.

From the St. Joseph Cycle Extra, Oct. 23.
Startling Development.! !. Treaton in

HLannaa.

To the People of Missouri:
A secret civico-military organization exists

in our neighboring Territory, formed to war

upon our institutions, and to militate against
our lives, our interests and our hopes. A Mr.
P. Laughlin, a Keutuckian, aud a member of
the secret society, with danger to his life, has
made the following expose, which we give in
his own words:

There are arms accumulated in abundance
in Lawrence and in the Territory, furnished by
an organization in Boston, which has also for¬
warded $100,000 in cash, to be used for the
purpose of making Kansas a free State. This
Northern secret society is prepared to resort to
violence to carry out its purposes, in case all
other means fail. It proclaims the Union a

bagatelle and a farce, and the Confederacy not
worth preserving. A house built at Lawrence
by the Emigrant Aid Society of Massachusetts,
and the principal hotel of the place, is a for¬
tress in itself, with port holes and all the requi¬
sites for offensive and defensive warfare. A
box marked dry goods, and directed to Dr.
Robinson, agent of the Emigrant Aid Society,
was opened in my presence, aud was filled with
the arms and munitions of war. The leading
men of this secret Northern Society arc direct¬
ing and governing the popular mind with a
view to war. They proclaim that slavery shall
not exist iu Kansas, and boast of haviDg ruu
off three negroes from Missouri, and sent them
to Canada.
The object of the society, as openly promul¬

gated to tho members, is to war upon the insti¬
tutions of the South. They declare that color
is no bar to perfect liberty and equality, so far
as the whites are concerned. The society is
organized on a military basis, »nd draws on
religion as the spur and the incentive to action.
According to the constitution the members are
bound to muster, in fact oath-bound whenever
called upon for active service. I was intro¬
duced to the Executive Committee by Gov.
Reeder, and recommended by him as a worthy
member, and left it only when 1 found that 1
could not commune with it without being guilty
of treason.
A resolution was ofTered on the 6th of Sep¬

tember to the following effect:
That every reliable Freesoiler be provided

with a rifle, a brace of pistols ami a saber, to
came when sailed upon by his superior officer.
That he should go and use his arms for the
rescue of any one coming under the jurisdic¬tion of the present laws of the Territory. For
the truth of the above, I am wiling to vouch an

Oath. P. LaVGHLI.V.
Prom the above it will be observed that the

crisis has at lust reached its height in Kansas.
That open resistance to the laws is meditated
by Northern disunionists. How long will pro-
slavery men submit to a secret organization
whose basis is treason to the ^Government, the
Constitution and the Union.

Let us meet, and consider the subject, and
see what should be done in the exigency. The
North is making preparations which must be
opposed by the South in her full strength, and
in her "direst mood." Something must be
done, for the truth of the above is beyond cavil
or dispute; in fact we have in our possession,
the constitution of the secret order. Mr.
Laughlin is known to as, having had business
with the office, time and again, and wo know
that he is sincere. Let us not be luke warm
when the emergency is at hand.

Another Proclamation of Mayor AVooda,
It seems that in New York they have what

would be considered here a novel mode ofelec¬
tioneering. Candidates, it is said, treat mili¬
tary and target companies to short excursions,
followed a dinner, and of course any amount
of noise and cxcitement. For the past three
or fonr weeks the streets have been continually
filled with small squads of men and boys, with
bands of music, to the great inconvenience of
business, and annoyance of quiet citizens. In
view of this state of things, and the exciting
election nearathand. Mayor Wood has issued
the following proclamation Sun.

" Tho appearance and parade of soldier

upon the eve of an election suits Republican
h ranee, but not America. The statue of the
Slate forbids it from now until Wednesday
next, unless called for by authority. No con

tingenoy like the latter is expected by me. But
1 deem it my duty to advise officers and com¬
mandants of all companies that the law for-
bids ' appearance' and ' exercise' of their meu
within the time above mentioned. A heavy
penalty is imposed for violation. The law is
excellent inspirit, Everything savoring of ex¬
citement is to be carefully avoided during the
next five days. My fellow citizens will remem¬
ber that last year a target company, on the
evening before the election, promoted a dis¬
turbance in inarching by a political sssemblage.
It will become the duty of all police men to
notify ine of any parade between this date and
the duy succeeding electiou, that I may tnke
measures to enforce the law. If engagements
for parade have been made in ignorance of the
law, commandants will immediately postpone
them- "FERNANDO WOOD,

Mayor."
important fhom crntkal amk-

HICA.

By the arrival of the Star of the West, we

have interesting news from that part of the
continent. I he 1'ollowing is a synopsis of the
more important items of intelligence.

I he war in Central America is assuming-a
serious aspect. Col. Walker attacked Grenada
on the 11th nit., which, having been previously
almost deserted, by its inhabitants, he took
without much resistance. On the 22d, Gen.
Cerral, commander of tho forces of the lato
government, surrendered to Walker, and a

treaty of peace was formally ratified between
them. Don Fritdo Mayargu, the late Secretary
of State, having been detected in correspon¬
dence with the enemy outside the city, was

shot on the "22d at Grenada.
1 he Transit Company's steamer San Carlos,

with the passengers which left New York in
the Star of the West on the 5th nit., was fired
into by thoigovernment forces from the fort at
the junction of the San Juan river and Lake
Nicaragua, and a lady and child were killed
and the boat damaged. The passengers sub¬
sequently reached the Pacific without further
molestation.
On the evening of the 19th the government

forces from Rivas made a murderous attack
on the returning Californians at Virgin Bay,
killing four and severely wounding eight. Both
the above acts appear to have been dictated by
a spirit of revenge at the success of Walker.

Further accounts state that, possession hav¬
ing been taken of the capital, a committee of
citizens called on the American Minister (Col.
Wheeler,) and invited iTirn to proceed to Rivas,
where, it was said, he would find Gen. Corral
with propositions of peace. He repaired
thither, (not, however, wishing in any way to

compromise his government,) but, not finding
General Corral, he was on the eve of leaving;
when he was not only prevented from so doing,
but arrested and cast into prison by the gov-
ornor and prefect of Rivas. Having been thus
detained for two days, he was restored to liberty.
Of course,our Government will be officially in¬
formed of these facts.

A TKItlllULU ACCIDKNT
Occurred on the Pacific railroad, between St.

Louis aud Jefferson city, on Thursday last. It
was occasioned by a bridge giving way, carry¬
ing with it an excursion train of cars. The
number ol killed and wounded is variously
estimated, and one despatch says that, out of
seven hundred passengers, not more than two
hundred escaped uninjured. We hope, in com¬
mon with onr contemporaries, that this is an

exaggeration.
Since writing the above, we learn, by tele¬

graph, that the number thus far ascertained to
have been killed is twenty-two, while that of
those suffering from broken limbs and severe
contusions will probably reach fifty.

Oce"- Hon. A. H. Steven*, of Georgia, in a re¬
cent address at a meeting in Alexandria, for
the benefit of the Orphan Asylum and Free
School of that city, related the following an¬

ecdote :

"A poor little boy in a cold night, with no
home or roof to shelter his head, no paternal or
or maternal guardian to guide, to protect
tert or direct him on his way, reached at nigth-fall the house of a rich planter, who took him
in, tj?d, lodged, and sent him on his way. Thesed
kind attentions cheered his heart, and inspiredhim with fresh courage to battle with the ob
stacles of life. J ears rolled round; Providence
led him on, and he rcachcd the legal profes¬
sion; his host had died; the cormorants that
prey on the substance of man, had formed a

conspiracy to get from the widow her estate.
She sent for the nearest counsel to commit her
cause to him, and that counsel proved to be
the orphan Hoy, years before welcomed by h-r
deceased husband. The stimulus of warm and
tenacious gratitude, was now added to theordi-
nary motive connected with the profession. He
undertook her cause with a wilf not easily to

fe^ed; he gained it; the widows estates
were secured to her in perpetuity.and, Mr.
Stephens added, with an era phis of emotion
that sent an e ectnc thrill through the honse,
that orphan boy stands before you.*'
The Cut of Pu.moK Williamson.
On Saturday morning I'assmore Williamson

appeared in tho United States district conrt in
Philadelphia, accompanied by Messrs. Mere¬
dith, Gilpin, and Hopper, his counsel, and of¬
fered a petition, in which he expresses his wil¬
lingness to purge himself of the contempt in
the Wheeler slave case, for which he was im¬
prisoned in July last. Judge Kane received
the petition, granted the prayer, and required
Williamson to affirm to what he had to say in
reply to the interrogatories of the Court. Cer¬
tain interrogatories wero then propounded to
him by Mr. Vandyke, the district attorney, to
which he replied

" I did not seek to obey tho writ by produc¬
ing the persons therein mentioned before the
court, because I had not, at the time of the ser¬
vice of the writ, the power over, the custody, or
control of them, and therefore it was impossi¬
blei for ine to do so. I first heard of the writ
of habeas corpus on Friday, July 20, between
one and two o'clock, a. m.. on my return from
Harrnburg. After breakfast, about f) o'clock
I went from my house to Mr. Hopper's office'
when and where the return was prepared." At 10 o'clock, as I came into court by the
writ, I sought to obey the writ by answering it
truly; the parties not being in my possession
or control, it was impossible for me to obey the
writ by producing them. Since the service of
the writ I have not had the custody, possession,
or power over then. ; nor have I known where
they were except from common rumor or the
newspaper reports in regard to their public ap
pearance in tho city or elsewhere.''
Some discussion arose between the District

Attorney and tho counsel of Mr. Williamson.
Mr. \ andyke contended that the reply of the
defendant was evasive and contradictory. The
Judge said the difficulty, he thought, could be
easily overcome by amending tho answer, and

at the suggestion of tbe court it was amended
in the followiug manner:

"I did not seek to obey the writ by produc¬ing the persons in the writ mentioned before
this court. 1 did not so seek because I verily
believed that it was entirely impossible for me
to produce the said persons agreeably to the
command of the court."

This answer was theu accepted by the court
and ordered to be tiled.
Judge Kane then remarked that the District

Attorney has been invited to aid the court in
this case, but that he would bear in mind that
his relation to Mr. Wheeler was now suspend¬
ed. This was only an inquiry as to what injury
had been done the process of the court.

Mr. Vandyke said he was aware of the posi¬
tion he occupied.
Judge Kane then said."The contempt is

now regarded as purged, and the party is re¬
leased from custody. He is now reinstated to
the position he occupied before the contempt
was committed. Mr. Williamson is now before
me on the return to the writ."

Mr. Vandyke then arose and addressed the
court, stating that a nolle jrros. had been
entered in the case in this court, but that he
had, on behalf of Mr. Wheeler, entered a suit
for damages in the U. S. Circuit Court. Judge
Kane thereupon discharged Williamson from
custody. He was immediately surrounded and
heartily congratulated by his friends. lie is
said to look exceedingly well.

Singular Suicide.
The Frankfort (la.) Crescent furnishes an ac¬

count of oue of the most singular of the many
cases of suicide we have ever heard of.

During the last term of our Circuit Court, a
Dutchman by the name of Samuel Where,
living in Madison township, was called by the
Sheriff to take his seat as a juror, the regular
panel not being present. At the time, he re¬
marked to the Sheriff that he was "too Dutch
to sit upon the jury," but not being excused,
he accordingly took his seat. The case of the
Lafayette Plank Road Company vs. The New
Albany and Salem Railroad Company was then
proceeded with, which occupied the remainder
of the week. On Saturday the jury was dis¬
charged until the following Monday, and Mr.
Where notified to be in attendance at that time,
as the evidence and argument in the above
named case were not yet concluded. Accord¬
ingly Mr. Where appeared in the jury-box on
the following Monday, and acted as a compe¬
tent juror throughout the remainder of the
trial.

After the case was concluded and a verdict
brought in by the jury, a motion for a new
trial was made; and one of the allegations to
sustain the motion, was that of Mr. Where, as
a juryman, had not a sufficient knowledge of
the English language to understand the nature
of the evidence in the case, and consequentlycould arrive at no just conclusion in reference
to it. To ascertain how far Mr. Where's
knowledge of the English language extended,
the Court required that he be brought forward
and questioned, to settle the point. Mr. W.
came forward and was thoroughly interrogated
by the attorneys: he finally made affidavit that
he could understand but little of what the wit¬
nesses said, a word now and then he could
understand, but not enough to comprehend the
weight of the testimony. Whereupon a new
trial was granted.

During his examination, Mr. Where became
very much alarmed, and in spite of the assu¬
rance of the Court, the Bar, and his friends,
that he had done no wrong, he still thought
he was ou his trial for some crime he bad com¬
mitted. He inquired, in his own language,what would become of his family and burst
into tears. Not being able to reconoile him he
was discharged, and immediately proceededhomeward. On arriving at home, he remark¬
ed to his family that the lawyers here had
"scared him almost to death, and that he
didn t know that he could get over it." He
remained thoughtful and melancholy until
Sunday the 20th ult., when his family were
horribly shocked bv finding h>ni a corpse, sus¬
pended by the neck in his own barn. Not un¬

derstanding the nature of the examination he
was subjected to, and supposing he had com¬
mitted dome great wrong, so wrought upon his
mind as to induce him to commit suicide.

Mr. Where was a respected farmer, had ac¬
quired considerable of a fortune, and was an
honest, worthy citizen. His untimely and
tragical death will be lameuted by ^ largecircle of friends.

From the Washington Union.
The .Vntlonnl ftcmocrAlic Committee.
1 he gentlemen composing this committee

are requested to meet at the National Hotel,in Washington city, on Tuesday, the 8th dayof January next, at 12 o'clock, M. The com-
.tnittee as constituted by the last Democratic
National Convention, consists of the followinggentlemen:
Maine.H. Strickland.
New Hampshire. C. G. Atherton.
Vermont.D. A. Smalley.Massachusetts.11. F. Hallett.
Rhode island.W. B. Navies.
Conneetient.James T. Pratt.
New York.J. P. Beckman.
New Jersey.Joseph C. Potts.
Pennsylvania..lames Campbell.
Delaware.George R. Riddle.
Maryland.Robert M. McLane.
\ irginia.William H. Clark.
North Carolina.W. Winslow.
Georgia.S. T. Bailey.
Alabama.Edward C. Betts.
Mississippi.S. R. Adams.
Louisiana.A. G. Penn.
Ohio.Alfred P. Edgerton.
Kentncky.Francis P. Stone.
Tennessee.George W. Jones.
Indiana.Alexander F. Morrison.
Illinois.Isaac Cook.
Missouri.Ferd. Kennett.
Arkansas.N. B. Barrow.
Michigan.T. T. Brodhead.
Florida.Thomas Ballzell.
Texas.James W. Scott
Iowa.Joseph C. K. Napp.Wisconsin.B. L. Henmng.
California.William M. Gwio.
The above call has been inserted at the re¬

quest of Hon. George Road Riddle, of Dela¬
ware, whose letter upotf the subject is as fol¬
lows :

Wilmington, Dei.., Oct. 29, 1855.
To the Editor of the Union :
Sir: As the Democratic National Commit¬

tee have heretofore assembled early in the
month of January preceding the Presidential
election, I thonght it proper, as an old mem¬
ber, to address those whose post offices were
by me known, (embracing a majority,) and
from their replies authorize you to announce
that said committee will meet at the National
Hotel, Washisgton, D. C.t on Tuesday, the 8th
day of January next, at 12 o'clock, M.

Please publish the call upon receipt of this,that it may reach the distant members in time
for them to attend the meeting; and oblige
yotjr .obedient servant,

GEO. READ RIDDLE,Member of Committee for Delaware.
nemmont'i Type IH . t r I tin 11 ti g Murhlnr.
We yesterday witnessed the operation of this

machine, and after a pretty through examina
tion of its working, are convinced of its prac¬tical utility in large printing establishments.
Each machine will distribute but one size of
type ; but ihc inventor informs us that they
may be so constructed as to be easily adapted
to the different sizes of small type. If worked
by hand, one man or boy can distribute 12,000
ems per hour, and with scarcely a possibilityof an error of a single type; whereas by the
usual process of hand distribution, 3,000 ems
are about the average. The machine can be
worked by steam, and one man can then at¬
tend to three of them, making the total distri¬
bution in one hour 36,000 ems.

| Journal oj Commerrc.

Jfortip fnltlligtiut.
AUUIVAL OK TIIK BALTIC. ,

One Week Lulcr Intelligence.
J he Collins mail ateumer Baltic, Captain

Comatock, arrived at New York ou Saturday,
having encountered moat severe weather dur¬
ing the passage.
The steamer EricBon lelt Southampton for

New York, on Friday, the 19th of October.
PruK' eaa of t lie War.

MOVEMENTS IN THE CRIMEA.
Despatchea from Prince Gortachakoff to

Prince Paakewitch confirm the uewa of a aim-
ultaneous concentric advance of the Alliea
from Eupatoria, Baldar, ICertsch, and Kinburn,
with the intent of surrounding and cutting oil'
the Rusaiau forces.
Lord Panmure has received intelligence

that Sir Colin Campbell has beeu sent to Eu-
patoria with a considerable force of infantry
and artillery.
The Russian government has received the

following telegraphic report from Prince Gorts-
chakoif.

"Crimea, Oct. 15..The enemy abandoned
this morning the valley of the Upper Belbek,and retreated to the heights between that valleyaud that of Baidar. He was induced to retreat
by our movements on Hauri and Albat."
The army of Eupatoria is said to have occu¬

pied three important mountain passes, in the
cavalry action near Kupatoria, Gen. d'Allon-
ville had only twelve aquadrona under his or¬
ders, while the Russians had nineteen.
By accounts of the 13th from the Crimea,the advanced posts of the Allies were, on the

12th, within five leagues of Baktchiserai.
The Russians were retiring slowly. Every¬thing leads to the belief that General Liprundiintends to defend the lino of the Belbek, and
to rest upon the corps commanded by Prince
Gortschakoff.
The battle which would definitely decide the

possession of this ground was expected shortly
to take place.
Other accounts stato that the Russians have

surrounded the north Bide of Sebastopol with
a chain of new fortifications, and placed it in
a state to support the sick. All the plateaus
on the north side, it is said, are covered with
redoubts and earthworks, and on the line of the
Belbek new works, constructed in the form of
the Mamelon, have been raised.
The Alliea are extensively engaged in road

making and hut building, not only along the
plateau of the Chersonese, but all along the
Tchernaya line up to Alsu. The line of the
railway has been adopted for the main road
from Balaklava to the camps on the neighbor¬hood of Sebastopol.
The Daily News says:."We believe that

there is no doubt of the fact that Gen. Simpsonhas resigned his command in the Crimea, aud
has recommended General Eyro as his succes¬
sor. The government, however, have declined
to accept General Simpson's resignation."
Vast Stores Dlarovercd In Sebastopol.
A letter from Sebastopol of the 2d ult., re¬

ceived in Paris, states that the English have
found in the Karabelnaia 2,222 pieces of can¬
non, 390,000 bombs and round shot, 30,000
tons of coal, 3,000,000 rations, engines, anchors,and metals, valued at £70,000, besides arms
and clothing.

Cavalry Kncounlrr near lOujiatorla.
The cavalry afT'air at Eupatoria, briefly al¬

luded to by telegraph in the last despatches, is
thus described by Marshall Pelissier, in a des¬
patch published in the Monileur:
"A brilliant cavalry engagement took place

on the 29th of September at Koughill (fiveleagues North-east of Eupatoria.) in which the
Russian cavalry under General Korf was com¬
pletely defeated. The action inaugurates veryauspiciously the series of operations of which
Eupatoria will now be the pivot. As the reaJt
of the actiou we have taken six guns, (three
cannon and three mortars,) 12 caissons, and
one field forge, with their horses and harnsss;1(>9 prisoners, of whom one is an officer; nnd
250 horses. The enemy left on the field about
50 killed, among them Colonel Andreawski,who has the reputation of being a cavalry offi¬
cer of great merit. We have aix killed and
twenty-nine wounded."
The Russian account states that the Russian

force concerned in this action was a corps of
observation, consisting of a regiment' of lan¬
cers and a battery of horse artillery under Gen¬
eral de Korf, and at another point a regimentoflancers,commanded by General Tervelensky.They had instructions to fall back if attacked
by a superior force. General Korf having lost
sight of the enemy, who were pursuing Terve-
lensky's lancers, halted and caused his men to
dismount. Not having placed videttcs in pro¬
per order, Korf was surprised by between 2,000and 3,000 of the French cavalry approachingsuddenly on his rear and right flank, and he
had neither time to get his force in order, nor
to prepare for a combat. The lancers were,therefore, compelled to scatter and fell back
fighting. Loss, 150 lancers, a subaltern officer,six guns, and some of the gunners.
The Allied Kxpedlllon In the Mlark Pea

Bombaramrnt of Klnhnrn.
The correspondence received from the Cri¬

mea describes the sailing of a grat.d expedi¬tion, consisting ef eighty ships, with 15,000
French and nearly 4,000 British troops from
Balaklava, for a destination imperfectly knownin the camp. Telegraphs, however, of a later
date have intimated that the expedition made
its appearance, but an appearance only, before
Odessa, and later telegraphs announce that on
the 15th a detachment of the Allied fleet effect¬
ed a descent upon the Spit of Kinburn, near
the salt water lakes.
A despatch from St. Petersburg, October 18,

says that the fortress of Kinburn resisted the
Allies by a very heavy fire up to the 17th, on
which day, at noon, the Allies entered the
place.
By their position at Kinburn the Allies placein close blockade the naval arsenal and port of

Nicoliaeff, the towns of Kherson and BerislafT,and the whole regions watered by the Deleper,Boug, and Ingoul.
Th*> Campaign In Asia.

The Allies have achieved another great vic¬
tory.the defeat of tho Russians bef.re Kars.
This affair was achieved by the Turks, under
General Williams, an Englishman, who has
maintained his position in Asia against unex¬

ampled difficulties. The dispatch received by
the Ottoman minister at London from the gen¬
eral commanding at Kars, under date of the
29th nit., announces the following:

" The Russians attacked Kars to-day. The
coinbat lasted eight hours, and during the
struggle which could not have been of a more
deadly character, the ene.nv, after reaped effortsmade with its full strength, succeeded in en¬
tering some of the batteries, but was repulsedwith heavy losses. After having made con¬siderable efforts, the Russians were compelledto yield before tho courage of our brave sol¬
diers, and to retire in a state of complete con¬fusion. In addition to the doad nnd wounded
removed during the action, 4,000 dead wereleft in the trenches, and the environs of the
fortress; 100 prisoners were mode, and one can¬
non captured. Our losses amount to 700 or 800
men, among whom we have to deplore thedeath of several superior officers. The Rus¬
sians are preparing to retreat, and to abandonthe siege.'

tlratractloa of two Ilnsslan Towns.
The Mbnifeur contains a report from Admi¬ral Bruat, of October 2d, showing that an ex-

Edition against Taman and Fanagoria, in the
crtsch Straights, and had /completely suc¬

ceeded. On the 24th of September Comman-


