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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.
‘Deranrupnr or Wan,

able d y

further enforeing, by arms, the execution of the treaty,

and was: lppmudhbat the Nor can any

just blame be attached to the conduct uf that officer for
hlhfmh with the. Indians, and rather suffering
W .

terests of the country are nn:‘?hnd;g.lhm A
nt; its monetary concerns ar y d

I:::ny ratnification of society 1s mrul_ui t‘y ﬂuuolu, _m.l
the social vdifice scems threat with d

every ear is filled with predictions of evil and the mur-
murings of desp Jeney ; the g L e in
boldly asssiled by a large and respectable portion of the
people, as the direct cuuse of their difficulties ; open
resistance to the laws is publicly encouraged, and a
spinit of insubordination 18 fostered, as a necessary
defence to the pretended usurpations of the party in

‘or ; things were b
m:;:l:g'r :rwm:. i "'m:obr::mf (oonded,” ']:;P:dh.' .md- execution of the law, Itis
long pursuit of extreme notions and i Jefinite | iy, | the cire
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camp ard :Iuyrd . ves in h:‘gvml. under the
pledge of receiving his protection.

The enemy proved faithless, and the season foractive

Ef-uimu passed away without any important results.
reat & wns i d in for the re-
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ence of works of nationul utility. The commander of

NO. 42.

i i1

exception of one boat, which worked uutil the end of

f

Bimilar boards have been formed, from time to time,
regulations of the War Depasiment ; but experience
proves the necewsity of some legal enactment, 10 ensure
the due performance of this impertant duty ; for up to

such s

g

this time there exists no wtem, 1
y oud suchas is o ,Iltmq., 0 m
neh of the service on a level witn that of other
countries, and preserve it
Duobis having been ined by my pred in
office of the power of the Depariment to entet into
of ahd srms, without pre-

means so well performed as they would be by

properly instructed and eatirely devoted to them.  The
present organi dues not give to regiments of com-
panies any supernumery officers.  They are no more
than the performance of the various duties of their mili-
tary | actually requires, and to reduce the num-
ber must weaken the army, render it irregular and inel-

m_ which, they are distinct bodies, entirely independent

other, differontly organized, goxemed by differ-
ent regulations, sud, although p.rely military in their
functions, depending only wpon the civil authority at
the head of the Departinent of War.  Such an arrange-
ment is plex, and i ible with the unifi ¥
and subordination which uug'i:l. to distinguish the orga-
nization of every branch of the wilitary sorvice. 1 ro-

ficient in its operations, and greutly impair its di

moval of the Indians, which their t ¥
abortive; but the honor of the Government, which is
beyond all price, was preserved ; and it is satisfactory to
know that the renowal of hostilities has only taken
place after every effort had been tried in vain 1o per-
sunde these deluded people to submit peaceably 1o the

n recuj
which led to this wu"'; they are alrea-

totally incompatible with a wholesome state of the
country. In the midst of all these difficulties and em-
barrassments, it is feared that many of the less firm of
the friends of the administration and supporters of
democratic principles are wavering in their confidence,
and beginning, without just cause, Lo view with distrust
those men 1o whom thoy have been long attached, and
whose elevation they have laboured to promote from
honest and patriotic motives.  Exulting in the anticipa-

dy well understood ; but it may be important to stute
the canses which have enabled an enemny, so inferior in
nomber and resonrces, to baffle the effurts of the Go-

| vernment to subdue them, and which have rendered the

contést, not only so disastrously protracted, but so very
expensive.  The theatre of war, remarkable for its
natural difficulties, was entirely unknown to the com-
manding officers of our army.  They were compelled to

Such, ho v i3 the present defective state of :nrery
branch of the staff, that all are lied from wubalt

nd, fore, that there be ercated a stafl corps,
to l:ﬂll-:jll of one brigadier gfucr.ul.tliiel' of the stafl; six

of the line. The department of the Quartermaster Ge-

neral, the C y G I, the Ei , the
Orduance, the Paymaster General, and the Topographi-
cal corps, are all compelled to make drafts fruul:al:{n ine

of the army for the performance of their indispensable
duties ; and the w of the Adj G 1's of-
fice, of the regiments in the hield Jnnng the last cam-

| ble de

* cise all the functions, and perform all the duties at pre-

y six i , eight mujors, twenty
captaing, and twenty first lieutenanta, who shull exer-

sent exercised and performed by the Quartermaster

G I, Adjutant G 1, Inspeetors General, Com-

missary General of Subsistence, and their assistants,

and also by the topographical enginecrs aud assist-

ant lqpugr:_phicll engineers ; nng that the Com-
of P

paigns in Alabama and Florids, exhilit o
ficiency of officers to fulfil the duties properly belonging
to them.

The Quartermaster's department requires not only
some enlargement, but the addition of higher grades, to
;uuda_r it adequate to the duties required of it, The

move their forces with the utmost caution in the face of

tion of dismay and confusion smongst the supporters of

the adininistration as the consequeuce of these thir

the opposition are consoling themselves with the idea

that Mr. Van Buren's frends, as a national parly, are

verging to disselution ; and they allow no opportunity to
pass unimproved to give eclat to their own doctrines, |

They are, indeed, maturing plans for their gwn futore |

government of the country, with seeming confidence of

certuin success.

This confidence isincreased by the fact, that visionary
theories, and an uuwise adherence 1o the plan for an
exclusive metallic currency have unfortunately carried
sonie bevond the actual and true poliey of the govern-
ment; and, by impairing pullic confidence in the eredit
system, which ought to be preserved and regulated, but
not destroyed, have lwdmr to increase the difficulties

* under which the country is now labouring. All these
seem to ndicate the necessity of a new organ at the
seat of government, to be established upon sound prin-
ciples, and to represent faithfully, and not to dictate, the
real poliey of the administration, and the triue sentiments,
measures, and interests, of the great body of s sup-
porters.  The also app of the adoption of
wore conservative principles than the conduct of those
seems to indicate who seek to remedy abuses by de-
stroying the institutions with which they are found con-

nected. Indeed some ire of contril is di d

essential to the enhancement of our own self-respect at

hoine, snd to the promotion of the honor and credit of
the nation abroad.

To meet these indications this undertaking has been
instituted, and it 1s hoped that it will produce the effect
of inspiring the timid with courage, the desponding with
hope, and the whole country with confidence n th
administration of its government. In this view, this
journal will not seek Lo lead, or to follow any fuction, or |
to advocate the views of unynrnrlicuiu detachiment of
men. Tt will aspire to sccord a just measure of sup-

port to each of the co-ordinate branches of the govern-
ment, ‘in the lswful exercise of their constitutional
prerogatives. Tt will sddress itsell to the understandings
of men, rather than appeal to any unworthy prejudices
or evil passions. It will rely invariably upon the prin-
ciple, that the strength and security of American insti-
tutions depend upon the intelligence and virtue of the
prople.

Tre Mamsoxtan will not, in any event, be made the
instrument of arraying the north and the south, the east
and the west, in hostile attitudes towards each other,
upon any subject of either general or local interest. It
will refiect only that spirit and those prineiples of mutual

i i and reciproeal good-will, which
s0 eminently charactenized the inception, formation, and
subsequent adoption, by the several States, of the con-
stitution of the Unjted States.  Moreover, in the same
hallowed spirit that has, at all periods since the adoption
of that sacred instrument, characterized 118 DEFENCE
BY THE PEOPLE, our press will hasten 1o its support at

a-bald, sctive and wily foe, thoroughly acquainted with
the passes of the rivers and which i t
the conutry, and who hovered about their flanks, coneen-
trating their numbers upon a point of attack, with unex-
ampled rapidity, and Aying from the open ground witha
swiftness that baffled the pursuit of the white man. The
difficulties of transportation, on which the success of all
military operations must depend, always great, and, in

of this branch of the stall, comprising, as they
do, the guartering, supplying, and moving the srmy,
with all its stores, and the execution of varous objects
‘of nationsl improvement, are important at all times;
hut they become peculiarly so in seasons of active oper-
ations, like the present, when large bodies of irregular
troops are necessarily called into service to aid our lim-
ited regular force.

The deficiency in the ber of officers provided

for this service has been sensibly felt from the com- |

such a country, invelving | labor, exj

\ 8
delay, were in-some cases insurmountable.  [n several
instances, when within reach of the enemy, our troops
were compelled to full back ul:an their magazines or
baggage trains for supplies, and thus luse the opportunity
of striking an effective blow, becanse the subsisience
stores could not be brought up for their use.  Wherever
it was possible, supplies were ported by water to
points near the theatre of operations ; but having to as-
cend rivers, steamboats were necessarily employed at
an enormous cost lo the Government, From these
poiuts the transportation became still more expensive,
as well as difficult and dangerous ; numerous and well
appointed escorts had to be furnished ; wagons 1o be
dragged over pathless tracts of spongy pine barren,
through almost impassable swamps, and actoss murshy
rivers | temporary magazines to be huilt, and posts to be

blished in the wil , to which further supplies
of provisions and forage were to be brought, for the
country is entirely destitpte of both, and the bagguge
train can transport its own forage for a few days’ con-
sumption only.  When it is considercd that these diffi-
culties bad to be ene d and 1 by raw,
undisciplined troops, in the face of an active enemy that
destroys. unscen, d:lw_ering a deadly fire at an unex-

e

, and the medical stafl of the
army, be attached to the said stafl corps ; thus uniting
under one head s homogenoos body sufficiently nume- |
rous 1o ensure promotion within itsclf, create an eaprit
de corps, excite emulation, and keep alive hope.  This
organizntion; at the same time that it secures uniformity
and elficiency to the operations of the staff, is entirely
compatible with it* present division into separate bu-
rewus, snd will not disturb the existing relations of the
present officers of the corps with the branch to which
they are now attached.

This increase of the rank and file and staff of the ar-
my here recommended, by which its efficiency would
be ilru'l.ly augmented, and its administration rendered
much more economical, has become necessary, inde-

dently of the i from our greatly ex-

t of our late border disturbanees, and esy ]
ly during the past season; snd with respect to higher |
grades than those now authorized, experience has clear- |
ly shown the necessity of some clothed with the ade-
uate ranks to enable them to take the charge of remote
istricts, and snpervise the expenditure, and direct and
control the complicated operations of the department in
the field. It is certain that there can be no effective
military operations, without a high degree of efficiency
in that branch of the staff which is to move and supply
the army. T would, therefore, recomnmend the addition
of some officers of rank, with o limited number of that
subordinate but uselul cliss of sgents, forage, wagon,
and barrack-mastets. -
The deparunent of the Adjutant General is entirely
inadequate (o perfurin its appropriate duties, even to our
small army, and [ respectfully recommend that it be en-

larged so as to supply t adjutants g 1 toeach
division and department of the army.
Since the establishment of the C of Sob-

sistence, great regularity and economy have been intro-
duced in furnishing the supplies of the army ; bat, in
order to render it more complete, and to enable it to
perform all the duties assigned to it, in the most eco-
nomicsl and efficient manner, | recommend an addition

al and disay 3} ® In P
trable to the eye of the white man, the zeal and perse-

| vering courage of the officers and men are worthy of

ull praise, Itis under such circurhistances that our [n-
dian allies have proved so useful, Their peculiar saga-
eity in detecting the stratagems of their race, and their
untiring vigilance and sctivity in the field, are the best
protection against the amb des, night assaults, and
surprises, which constitute the warfare of these tribes,
and are 50 harassing and destructive to our troops. To
the strong armns and brave hearts of our own men, we
muy sufely rely for victory in action ; but we must de-

nd upon the Indian to detect the lurking place of the
odian, to trace him in his devious path and rapid flight,
to guard against his wily approach, and to discover his
deadly presence at every ditlicult pass.  For these rea-
sons, the friendly Creeks were employed in the army of
the South during the last campaign ; but, ns it had been
found necessary Lo detain their families at great expense
until they could all be transported together o the West,
they were discharged, and are on their way to their new
hoines. Defore thiir departure, measures were taken
to supiply their place by engaging Indians of other tribes.
In extending the necessary orders, a clerical error was
made, by which the [ndians were offered higher pay than
the law allows to volunteers. The error was corrected
as soon as discovered ; but as about two hundred men

every emargency that shall arise, from whatever quarter,
aud under whatever guise of philanthropy, policy, or
prineiple, the antagonist power may appear.

If, in this responsible undertaking, it shall be our
good fortune to succeed Lo any degree in promoting the
harmony and prosperity of the country, or in concilinting
yealousies, and sllaying the asperities of Furly warfare,
wod ing oursell bly towards all ; by indulg-
ing personal animosities towards none ; by conducting
oursell in the belief that it 1s perfectly practicable to
ditfer with others in matters of principle and of expe-

iency, without a mixture of personal unkindness or loss
reciprocal respect ) and by ** asking nothing that is
g0 clearly right, and submitting to nothing that is
wrong," then, and not otherwise, will the full measure
its intention be accomplished, and our primary rule
for its guidance be sufficiently observed and satistied,

This enterprize has not been undertuken without the
approbation, advisement, and pledged support of many
of the leading and soundest minds in the ranks of the
democractic republican party, in the extreme north and
in the extreme south, in the east and in the west.  An
association of both political experience and talent of the
lighest order will render it competent 1o earry forward
the prineiples by which it will be guided, and make it
useful as & political organ, and interesting as a journal
of news,  Arrangemaents also have been made to fix the
establishment upon s substantial and permanent basis.
The subscriber, therefore, relies upon the public for so
much of their confilence and encouragement only as the
fidelity of his press to their great national interests shall
prove isell entitled to receive.

THOMAS ALLEN.
Wasmsarox Ciey, D. C. July, 16837,
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F. TAYLOR.

liave been brought to Florida under the first.instructions,
I beg leave tosuggest that an appropriation be asked of
Congress to enable the Department to presorve its fuith
with these ITudians, which I venture to hope will not he
refused.

Another cause of unusual expense is to be found in
the character of the troops employed. At first they
were drafted men o1 volunteers engaged for so short a
period of service as to render their employment not only
expensive hut inefficient ; and when lney were engaged
| for a longer ume, the inexperience of their stafl’ oflicers
occasioned great and unnecessary expenditores, while
the description of force, chiefly mounted men, augment-
ed very much the cost of the paign. The r
aation this irregular cavalry received [rom Government,
metely for the use ol their horses, amounted, in six
months, to a sum nearly, if not quite cqual to their real
value. The Government has hod, besides, to ‘pay a
large amount for horses that perished for waut of forage,
| which the state of the country rendered it impracticable
| to transport in sufficient quantities for the supply of =0

large a body of cavalry. The irregular force thus em-
ployed in Fronda during the camy of 1836 d
to about 10,000 men ; one-half of which were cavalry, at
an expense greatly exceeding that of regular troops, and
by no means so efficient as one hall the number of that
deseription of force.

Notwithstanding the experience goined doring the
two last campaigns showed the great cost of em-
| ploying volunteers, the Department had no alternative
| but to engage them again, which the patriotic offers of
| the citizens from every part of the country enabled it to

do. The nature of the elimate of Florida requires that
the active operations of the paign should be
trated o a short period of time, and this can only be
effected by bringing into the ficld a much greater num-
ber of troops than would otherwise be necessary.  The
regular force, although collected from overy point, was
decined inadequate, and resort has been had to militia
in order to make up, with the regulars, four columns,
having cach the component parts of an army safficient
to encounter the whole force of the enemy, and destined
to move into the 1 of the | la from di
points of the coast. Added to these means of offensive
operations, the squadron on that station may confideptly
be relied upon to scour the coast aml intereept all com-
munications from without, and in every way practicablo
to contribute, by its co-operation, to the succesa of the
lamd forces,

Throunghout the whole condiict of this war, the West
India squadron has co-operated with the army in the
most active and efficient manner, not only by promptly
furnishing every aid which the appropriate duties of that
branch of the service required, but by the officers taking
upon themsolves the defence of posts on shore, and
lending the awl of their professional skill, in every situ-
ation 10 which it could be usefully applied, with that
persevering courage, zeal, and ability which have, at all
times, distinguished our gallant navy,  The revenue
cutters, placed under the 1 oft dore of
that squadron, have likewise rendered the most efficient
| sorviee, nnder the direction of that excellent officer
I Part of the marine corps, which volunteered its services

in Florida, snd distinguished itse!i during the last cam-
| Enlgn. still remnins there, and it s hopmrlhu they may

e permitted to contione their valuable wervices to the
army of the South, until tho close of the war.

The events of thiy war, and the heavy expenses at-

o the j of at least four officors.

I would d an i diate i of the
corps of topographical cH%iuun. The extensive range
of duties which have of late years-devolved upon this
corps, renders its increase a matter of necessivy as well
as of economy. It is physically impracticable, as the
eorps is now constituted, to obey the injunctions of
Congress. Important surveys are neglected ; works of
improvement are slowly and imperfectly earried on, and
the expectations of the country dmp}-nimed.

By a reference to the statements of the officer at the
head of that branch of the service, it will be seen that
the entire corps consists but of ten officers, and to these
it has been found necessary to add, during the present
year, about thirty individoals, employed as civil engi-
neers, at compensations greater than are allowed to 'mi-
litary engineers ; thus making the entire cost of this
branch of service much greater than it would be in the
form of a properly organized corps.  In addition to this
consideration, diseipline and a proper subordination can-
not be intrudueed in & mixed service, where the smaller
part only is subject to the rules and articles of war, the
greater being entirely exempt, and without those positive
distinctions of authority aud of rank, upon which disei-
pline so eminently depends. 5

The duties of tlus corps require the combined know-
ledge. of the mulitary amd eivil engineors.  Their mili-
tary dutiea consist in surveys for the defence of the
frontier, inland and Atlantie, and of positions for forti-
fications ; in reconnoisances of the country through
whigh an army has to pass, or in which ithas to operate
the examination of all routes of communication Ey land
or water, both for supplies and for military movements ;
the evnstruction of military bridges ; the position and

- tier of more than 8,000 miles, and commanded by offi-

! tier, from the number and description of our
maritime fortresses, aud the large body of Tndians whieh
the humane and enlighted policicy pursued by the Go-
vernment towards thut people has concentrated upon
our western borders, When, in 1821, the army was
educed to 6,127 men, the extent of our frontier did
not exceed 6,373 miles, along the inland portion of
which the Indian tribes were sparsely scattered, a large
proportion of their numbers being within the States, and
rendered harmless by the surrounding white population ;
and the maratime frontier was occupied by a few incon- |
siderable forts. Since that period, its extent has been |
inereased, by the acquisition of Florida and other causes,
1o 8,500 miles, most of our principal harbors and bays
have been fortified by extensive works, and the Indians
concentrated upon the western ling so as to present
front of not less than 45,000 warriors, The protection |
due Ly the Government to the inhabitants of tns exten- |
sive and exposed portion of our country would require a
much larger force than is here proposed, if their safety
were inade to depend entirely upon the regular army

tending it, have shown the ioty, and even necessi-
ty, of incroasing qﬁﬁ staff, and of ang- | the ariiy of the sooth says ,in o late com- | June, vious wdvertinement, it has become the practice of the
':"*l“'"-!‘f:: Mw.llﬁlll: munication to the Adjutant . the During the season, twelve miles and a half of this m‘“ﬁ?wmhhfuﬂmumwm
Blld"m from ”‘b:uu, hilmn 'al engineers been employed in their appropriate | dense mass of wood, comprising the remaining portion mm‘. ol - ndries and manufactories of snms, to
ably urged. I do not think, however, that tho msnver | have - ouly one year of the wixteen wince we | of what is styled the Old Rafts, have boen scmoved. i “' - ':'mhl?fmﬂmﬂmmw
- b b .m“ - obtained n!'lhll:u , from two to mpummmhwhnududqdh" :-lud'm 8 sattled price; an engagement ly
i::-"“"l'h fo forces l':r:' by hof l:. *.Ihu millions of dollars mghs" have been saved in | yards in length, was formed by the freshet of 18886, and rmw%u a writlen contract on the part of the Depart-
b P hmu.bc action ke bl'lﬂm 3 expenditures of the war.” The ignorance of the | is by no means so dense or dufficult to romave ; sud the lfm N ulu';l;.ﬂ?wm in its ohligation the munu-
e , ought chund“ Minll' ﬂmﬂw phy of the country, bero complained of, existe tm.gudlhllmnd' it will be e od ko op ui:;"" 1 mer method _mrmu!ﬁ:r.limmd
of he smy whe i was reduced Lo the pece enablal | with egur 1o ot opartun Tegion of ot couir, | o oly bayou whichnow emeie o b clowed. s n | [<pede, 1 eves vepect, prvent, Theso enab
the uﬂ“‘i‘uhtﬂmﬂ “..a hm Shich wil, s sooner or later, become the thea- | estimated that the cost of compleling the operation, her market b , and hav
e g te of peace, and o afford s | tres of war ; and I enmestly hope the Departmeat will | which will eflectually open the navigution of this river Pukonrillengeenibiog Hare sflorded by tho_demand
— Wﬂlﬁﬂl" thn.‘bnl Ao h“:.n it in its power to y this defuct, by nouﬂnuﬂ_ lhrm:'!nul its whole course, will smouut 10 ity thou- | 1o I::n;:" ought to l[m- wome assurance of the
et il an TR e B bt the | smicnuers of the cctpe 0 thele sppmseiie duties of | snad daties. If the apprapriotion be mads oarly o | hoods. A coviracs for & Ha v Brmrglhndby o
same system earvied out in making new levies. | would | of nations) pobesaniin d:'d oy o the oy 5 = oy 4 m"’i‘ ey “‘“‘;‘M“ HOMIS L. oogerasns, shehiig thim b0 ot e T o o
i . b L Lnp y y 80, ay next ; rwise, it must lie ov i * Fioed 4
“mdm the addition 'IL &m:rw ':l‘ infantry, 'ﬂ;ml-md“‘ the erection of national works. : -ulu':n. 1638, 10 the serioun njury of :h“ic:':::. :nh; :;::hi::mm.:n. Irtlg sy the:a to render their
should be et o A hac) | qalaving staied the incresse which appearh 16 me in- | population of the vallos of the iver, and 10 the €198t | of'tho Attomey Gonersl dnclares this metbod. te e
b o o o e Bl ly necessary 1o render the several parts of the | detriment of the work itself, from the constant scevmnu- | Jooal and 1 1 be I'olll“ this ke 4
y vested in the me. deut to sugment their number, | - general siaf of the army effective, it bucomes wy duty | lation of deilt timber, which must n ily take pluce | 15 |0 F'.'""'I e vt -Sngiont Aeasong i
m":‘h“::" i iy Mgy~ b A, o *10 submit to your 1 the defects of the pre- | untl there is a free current in the river.  1f the work be l:mou m;lutho(i i W”::
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of defence, which it is sy Congress hnd in view
in muking this spproprintion, conld not be fulfilled, if
the road were surveyed and opened befere the sites for

the permanont military stations were dotormined upon ; |,

as without o knowledge of their ultimate position, the
rosd might not approach them sufliciently near to afford
“the 'y €O 4 plated by the |
act.

The scloction of these sites has to be made without
mgml_m latersl communications, but with o view (o the
tribes in front, and to the facility of approach from the
rear. T amralso of opinion that the contemplated com-
munications, in reference to the security of the fortresses
and the protection of the borders, ought to be perpen=
d:cular_m the line of defence, and not fateral.

Pasties are now making the required exuminations,
and as soon as they are completed, nud the sites for

rmanent posts determined upon, the survey and works
or opening the road designated by Congress will be
commenced, unless, upon a review of the subject, they
may think proper w sdopt the plan of defence for the

western frontier which, us has been before observed, will
be presented 1o them in aceordance with a reselution of
the Senate to that effect.

The state of Charleston harbor demanded and re-
ceived the early attention of the Departmont. It was |
represented that Sullivan’s Tsland was being washed
away, and the channels which form the entrance of the
harbor, filling upwith the sand from its beach, By di- |
rection of the Engineer Department, » minute exawina- |
tion of the sitvation of the island was made in June |
last, by Lioutenant Mausfield, who submitied a plan for
its protection against the encr of the sea, that |
was approved by this Department. ¢

It 18 stated in the report of the engineer, that the
island and southwestern peninsula will be entirely car-
ried away by the action of the currents sod storms, un-
less imely measures be adopted to arrest the progress of
destruction ; that this island shelters the port of Charles-
ton from the fury of the northeastern storms ; and that
its destruction would expor e the harbor 1o the violent
goles of the autumnal equivox, by leaving 1t open from
nartheast 1o southeast, besidos the probabulity of lessen-
ing the depth of water on the Lars.

Independently of the necessity of the proposed works |
for the preservation of the port they are essential for its |
defenco.  The island forms the site of Fort Moultrie, |
which checked the approach of the British squadron dur-
ing the Revolutionary war, and now constitutes, in con-
junction with Fort Suinter, the only defence of this im-
portant harbor. These considerations induce me o
1 that an sppropristion Le asked of Congress
to commuence these works without delay.

It is my duty to csll your stiention to the present
state of the works for the protection of the waters of the

and I would respectfully d the
of a chuin of permanent fortresses along 1hat line, and
n competent organization of the militia of the froutier
States, as hnportant and  necessary auxilinries for this
purpnse,  If wny danger is to be spprebended from an
army of fifteen thousand men, scattered along a fron-

Lo

cers educated to reverence the laws and chersh the
freedom of their country, it is effectually to be guarded
against by a proper organization of the mulina.  Their
aggregale force now is livtle short of a million and a
half of men, and whatever may be their efficiency
against a foreign enemy, they may slways be relied
upun when the liberties of the country are assailed.

That the ity of this may be fully un-
derstood, 1 have annexed statements, [urnished by the
Chief Engineer, exhibiting the number and names of
the dufferent fortifications completed and under construc-
tion, and the full armament and amount of force which
cach requires to arm and Fnrrimn it; of the works pro-
jected® by the Board of Enginecrs, but which are not
yet commenced ; and for the prominent points along the
sea frontier which require protection, and for which no
plans or projects have yetbeen made; and a list of the |
posts on the inland fronticr of the United States, with |
a notice of the garrisons deemed necessary for them in |
time of peace, and to preserve peace, furnished by the
acting quartermaster general.

The measures of defence for the border settlements,
which the policy of the Government towurds the [ndians
has rendered it their imperative duty to adopt, have en- |
gaged the anxions constderation of this l.‘t'purltncnl. and |
the matter will be fully treated, in answer to a call of |
Congress for information on that subject.

" The report of the Cluef Engineer, which is herewith
submitted, contains a summary of the numerous and
important works under the superintendence of this
branch of the service. It is manifest, from a review of

erection of field works ; the defi of encany i
fords, ferries and bridges. For these purposes, topo-
graphical engineers should always accompany armies .n
the ficld, and without their aid the organization of a
stall is defective and incomplete,  Their civil employ-
ment, in the survey of the coast, rivers, harbors, bays,
and water courses, in order to their being improved for
commercial and other purposes, and in superintending
the various works for these improvements ; in surveys
of roads and canals under the law of the 30th of Apnl,
1824 ; and in conducting all civil constructions con-
nected with the commeree of the country, and such in-
ternational communications as Congress may direct.—
This briefl recapitulation of the various military and
eivil duties of the corps, clearly points out the necessity
of its plete org ion, and indi the propriety
of attaching it 10 the gencral staff of the army.  The
direction of all the works, both civil and military, herein
described, properly belongs to this branch of the ser-
vice, A stunple enumeration of the functions of the
Quartermaster General will show that the duties of his
office cannnt be performed without the assistance of
the officers of the topographical corps.  They are to
insure an elficient systemn of mi:rly, aud 1o give facility
and effect o the movements and operations of the ar-
my, which cannot be accomplished without a thorough
knowledge of the topography of the country. Itis his
duty, likewise, to select sites for cneampments, and to
assrgn to the diferent corps the ground they are to oc-
cupy—a duty which requires the aid of topagraphical
engineers ; as does the superintendence of the works at
the several posts; the construction of military roads ;
the acquisition of such knowledge as the department is
expected to possess with rogard to the military resources
of the country ; the means and facilities of transporta-
tion ; the state of the frontiers, with the most eligiblo
points for concentrating troops and collecting supplies,
whether in relation to offensive or defensive operations.
This information cannot be ohtained without the active
co-operation of the topographical corps.

1 cannot dismiss this subject without adverting to the
opinion of my predecessar, in relation ta the employ-
mont of the topographical engincers of the army by
States and incorpurated companies, in which I fully
concur. Ata pcr_iod. when it became a practice of the
Government to perniit these officers to aid in the con-
strugtion of the public works in the several Statos, the
descriptionof talent and knowledge which thoy possessed
wis uncommon in our country, and. works of great pub-
lic utility would have been suspended or sbandoned al-
together, i this permisaion had In:en withheld. A dif-
ferent state of things now exist.  The demand for civil
engineers has created them, and not only iv it no longer
necessary to aid States and companies by lending them
officers of the army, but in doing »o an act of injustice
is committed toward the eivil engioeers of the country.

have lutherto distinguished this corps, and which are

this doe 1, that some further increase of this corps
is rendered necessary, from the greal accumulation of
the public works confided to its charge.  But the high
order of talent, united to great acquirements, which

required in the dischirge of duties mvolving not only
large expenditures, but, in many cases, the safety and
honor of the country, demand that this should be done
with the utmost caution.  The youth whe exhibited the
greatest aptitude for such studies, and who, in their pro-
gress through the Military Academy, distinguished
themaelves above their fellows, and are deemed worthy
to enter this corps by those who are appointed by the
Government to decide the relative merit of the candid-
ates, ought alone to be sdded to 1t; nor should they be

laced i charge of any work until they bave been at |
,eul two years assistants to some older and more ex- |
perienced officer. It s due to this corps to nay that

their IIIF' and emoluments are jusuflicient for their sup-

poit.  Performing duties that require the exerciso of

talents and sttmnments which, in eivil life, command

the highest rate of remuneration, and in a manner hon- |
orable to themselves and useful to the country, ey re-

ceive a less amount of pay than any other brunch of the |
service. | beg leave, therefore, respectfully to recom-

mend that the oflicers of this corps be placed on the |
same footing o8 those of the cavalry of the Umted

States. A proper regard to the interests of this branch |
of the public service induces me to recommend the ap- |
pointment of an inspector of fortifications, with the rank
of colonel, whose duty it shall be, under the orders of
the Chiefl Engineer, to make regular and systematic in-
spections of all the fortifications and public works un-
der the supenintendence of that officer.

The very important work of deepening the channel at
the mouth of the Mtlliulppi has not yet hoen commenc-
ed. Three plans were submitted by Captain Chase, of
the engineers, who was entrusted with the necessary
cxaminations ; first, by deepening one or more passes
by dredging ; second, by closing all but one pass where
they leave the trunk of the river; and thirdly, by cut-
ting a ship chanuel from the river. The Engineer De-
partment suggested the propricty of adopting the first
plan, as the least costly and the soonest executed ; and
prepaiations were made, and all things in readiness to
commence the work by the middle of Decewber. In
consequence, howover, of represeniations received by
the Department from the New Orleans Chamber of
Commerce, the whole matter was submitted to a Board
of Engineers, consisting of Col. Totten, Col. Thayer,
and Capt. Chase, who have required further prel
ry surveys, in order to enable them to form a correct
opinion as to the character of the works most likely to
be successlfulin improving the navigation of the mouths
of this river ; a request ﬁ%!ch, consdering the very im- |
portant nature of the works, and their bearing upon the
e of the whole valley of the Mississippt, and ita

There can be no doubt that the practice unpairs, yery
sensibly, the efficiency of the corps as & branch of the
army, aud deprives the Giovernmaent of their services

fot wilitary surveys, and the erection and superintend-

tributaries, hus been acceeded to by the department.
The operations on the great raft, in the Red river,
closed on the 25th of May, for wantof funds, with the |

The ke. Fort Mouroe will require further repairs
and new works to render it even defensible.  One front
ol the fort s peeuliarly liable W atscky for it is more
exposed to a coup de main than any other, and is at the
same time the only front liable to siege, and the only
one exposed Lo land batteries within reasonable distance. |
The works intended to protect this front were com-
menced, and a large body of earth eollected to complete
them, and so arranged as, in some meassure, to shelter
the vital parts notil the whole should be completed —
From some misunderstanding, without the knowledge
or participation of the Engineer Department, this mound
was levelled. Earth has also been placed upon the
parapet wall.  These operations have proved injurious
o the works, and immediate measures must be taken
to repair the evils they have preduced. In loading the
narapet it was found that the masonry was not snfficient-
l'v dry and consolidated to bear the pressure of the great
superincumbent weight; and although, from their ori-
gnal strongth and solidity, the walls have not vet sus-
tained any material injury, still it 1s of a vature to call
for prompt repairs. 1 recommend, therefore, that pro-
per measures to protect this fort from a coup de main,
to which it is now so evidently exposed s to invite at-
tack, be adopted without delay, together with the neces-
sary repairs (o strengthen the exsting works. From
an examination of the state of the works nt the Rip
Raps, it appears that the subsidence of the artificial
foundation of stone, on which it is intended to ercet
Fort Callioun, has not yet entirely ceased ; and orders
have been given to replace the mass of materials, col-
lected for the completion of the fort, upon the arches,
in snch a manner as to render the subsidence uniform ;
and when this is done it will be prudent to leave it there
for some time longer belore recomnencing the works.

The great difficulty which has been experienced in
fixing upon a suitable site for a new fort ordered 1o be
constructed on or near’ the Arkansas frontier, and in
dotermining its precise position, has occasioned vnusoal
and unexpe lenr delay in the commencement of the
work. The ¢ i ppeinted to make the
svleetion, by my predecessor, being military men, fixed
upon a site with u single eve to its military properties |
whereas, it is believed to have been the mtention of
Co, gress to erect a fortress which should serve as a
refuge for the border settlers, who wre exposed, from
their situation, to the hostile incursions of the Tndians ;
and it became necessary to direet o subsequent examina-
tion, in order to mect that object. A board of com-
petent officers were accordingly appomted, and pro-
ceeded in the execution of this daty.  Their report
may be looked for daily, and the work will be eom-
meneed as soon as the situation is fixed upon by the
Department.

“roin & variely of , not ¥ 1o pitu-
late here, but chuefly from a disputed title, which has
been only recently decided by the courts, the laud on
which Fort Delaware is situated has not yet been ac-
quired by the Government. The Pea Patch island
might have been purchased when the fort was projected
fur comparatively o small suin, and, since ihe com-
mencement of its construction, was offered to the
United States for o slightly advanced price.  Since the
decree in their favor, one hundred thousand dollars, with
interest from that date, are asked for it by the proprie-
tors, and it remsins o be decided whether this large
sum shall be paid for the land, or whether the works be
abandoned,

I'he importance of haviog s fort npon tlis island, in
orlér 1o protect the hatbor of Philadelphia, has been
recognised by every board of military engineers that
have exmmnined the subjeet.  Itis the lowest point at
whirh, in convection with works upon the main land,
Philadelphia is defens ble ; and, while it covers that
harbor, Chester, and Newcastle, prevents an enemy
from finding shelter in Delaware bay, secnres the de-
bouche of an important link in the great inland chain
of water communication—the Delaware and Chesa-
prake canal, and covers the e wder fac-
tories near Wilmington. For these reasons, it is im-
portant the United States shoold pessess it ; but whether
it in to be acquired at the price now asked for it, or after
an equitable appraisement of it real value, is » subject |
to be decided by the wisdom of Congress. In the mean |
time, the works in pragress there will render its aban-
donment more costly hereafier, and ey enhance sull |
further the value of the island. An early decision 1
the refore highly desirable.

Yl

i and prod ca the most pe‘;feet models,
This woold secure, st all times, n suthiciont supply
of the best arms at & fair price.  Intending 10 submit
n,t['vlm by which the cast and projectil
and the factory of gunpowder shall be  placed
under the supervision of & joint board of the united
service of army and navy, the proposed establishment
will, if adopted, be made weeful 1o both brunches of the
service.

The ereciion of 8 manufactory of small arms west of
the Alleghany mountains cannot be too stiongly recoms
mended.  ‘The trausportion of the srmament required
by the wsstern portion of our Union is very expensive
and ought to be wvoided. [t appears to me that the es-
tablishment best suited for that country is one for finish-
ing, polishing, and putting together, the several parts of
the muskets, to be made by individual artisans, after
models furnished them by the lU‘lﬂlirll.cHdl:hl‘ and re-
cewved on inspection.  In this manner the works can
be curtailed or extended to any amount that may be re-
quired without inconvenence, and this deseription of
manufacture become familiar to a large class of mecha-
nics.  T'he buildings and fixtures, suitable for this pur-
pose, would be much less expensive than those of the
present nationul armories, and, unlike them, the number
of arms fabricated might be inereased tenfold without
requiring vay addition to the original establishment.
Tihis snnory might embrace the munufseture and in-
spection of riflea for the supply of the (mendly Indians,
of which numbwrs are purchased anoually.

Disputes have arisen with persons who withhold the
lead rent due by them to the United States, under the
tering of o license to sinelt lead ore on lands belonging
to Government 3 and, on full consideration of this sub-
jeet, | think it my duly to state that, in my opinion, the
reservations of the lands in the lead region, and the plan
now pursued of collecting revt on their produce for the
use of Government, whatever may bhave been its former
advantages, is now prejudicial to that portion of the
country where they are situated, sud injurious to the
interests it was intended to foster,  Individuals will not
engage in extensive, systematic, and costly works, such
As are ired in 2 operations, withoul some better
security than a mere license for smeltng ore.  Noulu
moie 18 doue, therefore, than to scarify the surface
the earth, and the mine is given up at a time when it
yields most ore, because its furtber extraction would
reguire an outlay not justified by the tenure of the land.
The miner then removes to another spot, where the .
same process is followed, and the whale region is dotted
over with these imperfect and abandoned works —
Whereas, if these lands were brought into market, to
be sold st moderate prices, in small tracts, to those who
will sctuslly settle there and work the mines, they
might be purchased by enterprising and industrious -
dividuals, who would erect permanent works, develop
fully the mineral resources of that region, nud render
iron and lead so abundant and cheap, that Government
would be benefitted by the reduction in the price there
of articles of which 1t 13 so0 large a consumner, as well as
by the general improveinent vl that portion of the coun-
try. ‘For these , it app exp t that su-
thority be asked of Cungress to disposc of these lunda;
and also of all ore banks and lands containing minerals,
of any description whatsoever, under the control of the
War Departinent,

The accompanying report of the Commissioner of
Tndian AtTiirs containg a full and lucid statement of the
various and important matters vuder the control of that
office. The complicated and arduous duties of that
branch of the War Department have been performed in
a manner highly creditable to the officers charged with
their execution.  But there are some important suljects
connected with these duties which require the early
attention of Congress.  The Commissioner represents
“that the present system of disbursing, through the
agency of mlitary officers, has proved inconvenient, in
consequence of their frequent transfer to other duties ;™
and it 18, in iy opinion, liable to still stronger objections,
88 it imposes upon these officers duties fureign to their
profession, and of great responsibility, abstracts themn
from their regiments, and, not urfrequently, unfits them
to return Lo them. I would recommend that this method
of disbursing these funds be abandoned, und a sufficient
number of civil agents be appointed, so that dishurse-
ments may be made by persons giving bond for the
farthful discharge of their duties. [ concur with the
Commissioner n the propriety of providing by law for
the more hiberal compensation of agents and iterpreters.
On their futhful execution of the trusts reposed in them
depends the suceess of all our efforts to civilize the
trites and maintain the peace of the frontiers; and the
price now paid for such importunt serviecs is not equi-
valent to that reccived by the same class of persous in
the employment of trading companics, whose interests
are not, | am sorry to say, identical with those of the
Government, and whose conduct too frequeatly coun-
teracts the human policy of the United Siates towards
the Indians, y

In accordance with the opinion of the C
I would recommend the passage of a law by which all
SUMS ACCIUING 0N MOneys invested for the use of the
several Indian tribes be deposited in the "I'reasury, to be
drawn out upon the requisitions of this Department, in
the usual formn; and further, that the whole business
connected with the mvestnent of the funds, for the
interest of the Induns, and the management thereof, be
transferred from this Department 1o that of the Ureasu-
ry. to which it properly belongs.

Intelligence was received at this Department early
in the spring, that the Indians were inan unquiet state
on our northwestern frontier, and apprehensions were

“expressed that the hosule feelings which existed between
the Sioux and the Sacs and Foxes, might endanger the
peace of our border settlements.  Sensible of the weak-
ness of our forces in that quarter, haviag been compell-
ed, from the state of our anmy, W strip both the nland
and maritime fronticrs of their garrisons to supply the
army of Florida with a sufficient regular force, it was
deemed most prudent to bring down to the seat of Go-
vernment the principal ehiefs of those warlike iribes. —
It is believed 1o o important 1o exhilit o those people
the strength of the nation with which they would have
to contend in venturing to attack our defenceless bor-
ders, and at the same time W mpress upon them the
advantages which flow from civilization.  With several
of these tribes 1t was made our duty lo treat; and it
wo.ild have been in a lugh degreo impradent, in the ex-
cited state of feeling which existed mmong thom, to as-
semble large bodies m the neighborhood of our ungar-
risoned posts, thereby exposing our utmost woakness at
a period when it was important to display our utmost
strength,  The superintendents were therefore instroct-
ed 1o invite them ta send deputations of their chich to
Washington ; and on their arrival here, treaties were
negotinled with several of the tribes, by which large
tracts of land have been purchased, and the olject so

+ mueh desired by Government, to extinguish the title to
all the Indian land east of the Mississippr, nearly ac-
complished.  The Sioux of the Mississippi have ceded
their possesaions east of that stream, logether with sll
the islands belonging to them, and are (o remove 1o the
western whore.  Lhe Winnebagoes have at length

d to dispose of their lands in East Wisconsin, and

The ordnance corps, organized in 1832, req
some enlargement in order to render it efficient. At
present, there is not an officer to superintend each
arsenal, and it appears to me that the public interest
will be promum‘ by the addition of two majors and
ten first lieutenants.  But, above all, this branch of the
sorvice demands the creation, by law, of a mized board
of sriillery and ord , to b composed of officers of
rank and experience, to digest a general sysiom of ord-
nance and small arms for use of the United States. !

retire to the neatral ground on the west of the river. —
Ttis probatile that their sojonrn there will be temporary,
and therefore s portion oaly of the neutral ground has
been allotted to thein, with permission o hunt upon the
remainder.  The interests of the conntry appear to re-
quire the existence of a line of frontier Siates between
" the Mississippi and the Missouri, and the extinguish-
ment of tha Indian title to all the land east of the Mis-
souri, to the 434 degree of north latitude, would effect



