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The Hermit of Windy Camp Sur-
prised in His Retreat.

The Strange, Weird Story of IIis Fif-
for Gold In
Blackrock Canyon—Iis Mysterious

Discovery and His Disappearance.

[Written for the RECORD-UNION.]

I shall endeavor to relate what has been
to me a subject of much thought and
Doubtless the
reader will deem the following relation,
in the awkward style of one unused to
the pen as incredible, but the writer was
greatly impressed by a strange adventure
of some months ago, and is more than
half convinced that there are many things
yvetunknown and unexplained.

That strange secrets are oiten entombed
with. old men few will deny.
who have lived the time allotted, whose
lives have been seemingly unsucecessful,

wonderment.

decrease in volume, and his words, al-
most void of modulation or accent, would
glide forth in an unvaried wail-like tone.
I wondered if some deep sorrow weighed
upon Kis soul, c¢linging to his memory
with unbated bitterness, or if his long,
unrewarded search for gold in the mount-
ains had ecaused his brave spirit to
despair.

Some blazing sticks in the rough hut
serviceable fire-place gave the ecabin
warmth and a cheerful changing light.
Although rough and bare enocugh, the
httle house was noticeably neat and
clean. T noted as singular the' com-
pleteness of the finishing of the door, and
the framing of the single window sash,
and the ecareful chinking of the logs, the
smoothness of the slab tloor, and general
tidiness of the interior, which was not
larger than ten by twelve feet. He
had lived there, he said, with the excep-
tion of a brief absence at times, for fifteen
years. I marked a total absence of read-
ing matter in the cabin, and could detect
neither book aor paper—not so much as
an almanac.

If the man did not read he certainly
spoke fluently, using good and, I thought,
unusually correct and expressive lan-
guage, employing words and phrases of
aptness and concentration that I cannot
reproduce. My adventure with the deer
reminded him of similar experiences,and
he related several, none, however, of re-
cent happening, and the ritle which hung
in a corner bore evidence of little usage,
I inferred correctly that his time was oc-
cupied chiefly with mining, or prospect-
ing for gold, and 1 casually broached the
subject, remarking (interrogatively) that

the yellow metal in it. I sank the shovel
into it and removed—"

“What?” T exclaimed.

‘“The shovel full of gold!” ;

He dropped the words slowly and dis-
tinctly; there was no fervor nor excite-
ment in them, but as I thought of his

| long, wearisome search, they were 1o
me very impressive, Somewhat excit- |

edly I said:

“But, I understood you to say that you
had failed in your search—and now that
you have a fortune?”’

“Ah,” said he, “not a fortune—I did
not say a fortune. The deposit was not

there, or was of little consequence. About }

two thousand dollars was all the gold
there was.”

“The quartzose—the feldspar—did it
not continue? Why not follow the
seam?”’

“Yes,” he replied slowly, it contin-
ues—perhaps through the mountain,
through the earth—no matter if it does!”’

“But there may be other rich deposits
in it—perhaps quantities of gold?”’

“There may be; itis justas likely to be
in other formations also. Quartzose,
byry, fcldspar are not necessarily
indieations of gold, and are not often
found with it where it is originated. It
merely happened to contain it here. My
theory that the deposit was in porphyry
and feldspar was deduced from a little
that adhered to a nugget; but it was
simply sediment of the stream.”

“‘But may it not follow and prove true,
after all?”

**No,” he said decidedly.

“And why?”’ I questioned.

Jjoice in it,

IN RELICIONS REALNL

Expressions from the Various

Religious Newspapers.

The Religions Thought of the Day as
Expressed in the Sectarian Press—

Some Matters of Interest to Both

Ministers and Laymen.

Of the rejection of Professor Briggs by
the General Assembly, the Congregation-
alistsays: “Itwas amost emphatic decla-
ration of a great church against any and
every question raised concerning the
divine and final authority of the Bible as
the word of God. So far we heartily re-
It is a clarion note of the faith
which represents Christianity. Were it
once lost, Christianity itself would pass

away.,

“‘But that step is only an initial one in a
movement in which the Presbyterian
denomination is not more concerned than
cvery other branch of the Protestant
Church. What the issue will be to Pro-
‘fessor Briggs, to Union Seminary, to the

professors in other Presbyterian semi

feeling as if he were the enfant terrible of
the Presbyterian Church, with a boy’s
propensity to smash things which needed
to be restrained. But I could not see that
it would help matters to make a Jonah of
him, and throw him overboard into the
sea. The Lord saved Jonah, but the
General Assembly cannot., However,
the Lord reigns, and it may be that the
day of miracles has not passed. and that
the Lord will yet bring us out of all this
perplexity into a large place.”

The Christian Intelligencer (Reformed)
says: ‘“The disposition made of the ap-
peintment of Professor Briggs establishes
that the great Presbyterian Church will
not tolerate the suggestion of a rival to
the Bible in spiritual authority, nor tol-
erate in a theological professor rash and
defiant words, calculated to diminish
faith in the infallibility of Holy Scripture
as the rule of faith and life, nor state-
ments which tend to open the way for an
introduction of a Papistical purgatory.
'The overwhelming vote of 440 to 60, cast
by representative men, not to approve of
the appointment of Professor Briggs,
does not assert that in the judgment of
the church he is a heretic, or not a man of
many estimable traits, but that only it
will not bear with reckless assertions cal-
culated to disturb and weaken faith in

revealed truth. The great church could !
scarcely do less: and wisely refrained |

from doing more. The almost unani-
mousvote at the end of ample discussion,
silences the caviller and captious dissent.
Men may and will differ from the con-
clusion, but the sober judgment of those
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prejudged, misunderstood, rushed WARE, MILL and MINING SUPPLIES,

*“ ‘Dr. Harper does not belong to the

Er

» mountains and |
gulches, sometimes deserted, and again |

i pectors, who |
g to abandoned placers, or seek in the

leak and lone a spot |

approached the cabin a man came
single door, stooping as he did

hand and whistled
.\Hll«'»:. however,
the individual thereupon |

at sounding soliloguy,

enough, and as the |

ak the monotonous quiet or mutbed
; stream below,
echoes served to break the monotony—
the ~V1-!\1‘n"\‘l\l' loneliness of the spot.

z¢d the hermit, one whom

old Maynard of Windy Camp.
quite a tamiliar character to

glance was enou

ition for being a windy
ynard turned quickly |
at the sound of my voice, but a moment’s

surprise he manifested, |
juiet greeting, he invited me |
nn, remarking that
» as he had just finished supper.

but substantial meal,
enongh 10 me, tired and hun-

wd f.]A‘)'yl;n‘i 1'1nl‘|iiﬂi“_\' in-
Remembering the natur

r dark, I remain
rd was, perhaps,
re, when he stood ereet,
s bent and stooj
vin toil than we §

lled *Old Maynard’’ |
more because of baving been known for
£0 long in connection with this drear, out
of the way niche in the mountains, than
ifrom any conspicuity
les was silvered to some
lear, gray eyes, broad
the general strength of his
features. suggested
nmiental development, little weakened by |
time or trouble.

When he spoke, however, there was
something in his tones weary, despond-
At the end of a sentence |

more, I fancie

extent, but his

ent or hopeless,

natural laws’—

**That gold does not climb hills,” he in-
terrupted. *“That isone of the few facts
concerning gold. That fact has kept me
in faith for fifteen years following my
{ theory. The gold in the strip all came
from the canyon. Centuries do not leave
| the stream beds unchanged, and Black-

rock Creek once flowed above all the |

ground in question. I was not mistaken
in my theory of the erigin of this gold.

»

I found that, after fifleen years, a month | . :
| away, and his rifle rested on the wall.

"
Ago:l

v}

Something in his spec fastened me to
the theme. When he wsed speaking 1
| was more anxious to have him continue.
There was something earne 1id heavy
in Maynard’s words as he continued:
“I found the source of this gold quite
{ by accident, after all iy search for it.
Passing an eddx
| the canyon, I stopped to dr
I often had befor
| ereek, you notice
is as clear as air—a kind of black s
gives its deceptive color. As I pause
| the pool myown reflection in the water
checked me by its vivid distinetness, 1
had seen it before a hundred times, but
neveras I saw it now. 1 was appalled!
Oid, wrinkled, gray! Why, of course—I
was 50! There was nothing to be so sud-
denly startling in this fact; but it chained
me ther t
man, with fifteen Iun;: years between me
11 the rel:

< from it, as
The water of the

y A

1d!

gsince. Why, I w
teen years in this can
was another Rip Van Winklc!
;::“v I

“0ld, wrinkled and gray; stooping,
tiffened and pallid; clad in the meanest
apparel made for men! Why was I
there? Bah! Why, I was a
second Selkirk, without his
The world was across the ocean from me!
Men might go by, like sails on a sea, but
but no chance ship would touch at my

out of the wo

I was ap-

T 2 " learest friends o x| 3 ; i
island. The dearest friends I remem | ing unaccountably and running severely, in-

variably leaves the person in a weak, nervous |
ar r i :ondition, fr hic re- | 3 b ¥ i
RO Ko, COwRD-Ooas 0N, ftom wiick 1t '1¢ | demned him, for they acted according to

bered had proved the falsest. Friends?

What were they? Where are they? Those |

old weird lines:

‘Alone, alone —all alone—

Alone on a wide, wide sca,’

{ Struck me, as they came to memory, a
mning blow.”

1

whistle a sortof mental relief not found
in words. Heabruptly began again:

1 found it! I saw gold in the pool! Stick-

ing in the unwashed clay in the bottom, | Tt renews the nervous organization and as-

| sists to health., It is popular bec:
| efficient. Great care should be taken, how-

and magnified by the water, were several
nuggets, At a glance I knew it to be
from the deposit—free, rough, in the true
quartzoze and feldspar! 1 hastened for
pick and shovel, and" found the seam
easily removed. As I conjectured, there
was a small basin in the wall, As I re-

a cireular whirl-hole in |

appears black, but it |
¥ SRR - Y
{ dition of many peopie debilitated by the
| warm weather, by disease or overwork.

the pool. Here I was,an old |

tives and friends I had! |
est of them were dead and gone |

on! Why, I|
'

| healthy, are,

nt hope! |
| weaker, or is it du
i can be little doubt that it is owing almost en- !
tirely to the fearful after effects of the Grip. |

Old Maynard paused and gave a low |
{ is nothing
| selentific men and the leading thinkers of the

“But 1 beg pardon for dropping into |
moodiness. [ will reward your patience. |

that it seemed a part of | is a fact well established by miners—by [ deringly away.

Old Maynard turned back to the eabin
at Windy Camp. I never saw him again.

He didmot appear in town during the
week, and I was called away the next.
On my return the report was about that
old Maynard had disappeared. Some
miner had found his cabin door open, with
evidenceof itshaving been so for days,but
careful search atiorded no trace of the old
man of Windy Camp. His cooking uten-
sils and mining implements were dis-
posed about the house, as if carefully laid

As his dog was not found, and some of
his efiects had been removed, it was con-
jectured that he had left the mines, Some
thought he might be dead. *Unless he re-

| appears his secret is a mystery. If he

made the great discovery, and is dead,
perhaps it is a providential dispensation.
Lf it was not goid, what would 1t be?
LEROY,
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, June, 1801.
AR HEE
“WEeAk and weary,”” describes the con-

Hood’s Sarsaparilla is just the medicine
needed to build up and strengthen the

| body, purify and quicken the sluggish
blood, and restore the lost appetite.

A GREAT LOSS.

The Enormons Amount of Life Which |

as Gone Out of the American Peo-
ple—Can It Ever be Recovered?

Have you noticed that there are more
broken-down men and weak women on our
streets to-day than ever before Have you
not noticed that certain of your friends, whom
yvou have ‘ays Enown to be strong and
for some son, weak and low-
spirited? 1s it not possible that you yourself
feel o trifle less vigorous than in the past? Is
it & fact that the American people are growing
ysome local cause? There

This terrible and mysterious complaint, start-

< mueh tim X

PECOVer,

3 wealk and broken, what would com-
mon-sense dictate should be done? Precise ly
what phy say should ve done, viz: As-
sist. Natur stimulate her Ig ing faculties,
uild her up! How? By using a pure me-
dicinal stimulant, and for this purpose there
equal to pure whisky. Doctors,

1d have dec
gly agreed that there is no whisky
{ ient as Duify's Pure Ma
vthily and builds up

» pure
it stimu-
d tissues.

late

ise it is so

ever, to secure only the genuine, Distrust

| any dealer who for any reason secks to in-

duce you to buy something “just as good.”
By the judicious useof this pure stimuiant the
atter eflfects of the Grip may be removed and

| healthand strength put in place of weakuess

n people are in such a state, when Na- !

through ignorantly. On the contrary
the church has borne this burden with
such patience, such consideration, such

| charity, that Professor Briggs was en-
{ couraged to think that it was the charity

that would bear all things, including the
defiant challenges all along the line of his
inaugural address. From that hour his
defense, by himself and his f{riends has

{ consisted chiefly in reflections on the in-

telligence and the capacity of the minis-
try and the people of the Presbyterian
Church.”

The Rev. Dr. H. M. Field says, in the

many questions. One stage of the con-
troversy rassed; what will the nextbe ?
[s the battle ended, or is it only began ?
One thing is clear: that the action of the
assembly has given the case of Dr.

| Briggs far greater importance than it had

before, as.it has raised it from being a
personal matter to being a public one.
Many who have not a particle of sym-
pathy with his peculiar viewssay that
question is thrown entirely into the shade

by the larger question—what degree of

liberty is 16 be permitted in the Presby-
terian Church? 1If there be an attempt to
put a ban upon free discussion, many
will ery out with brave old Dr. Van
Dyke, as he did only a few days before
nis death, ‘If it be a question between
orthodoxy and liberty, give me liberty !’
Do those who condemn this eminent
Biblical scholar mean to put bounds to
the scholarly study of the Bible? If so,
let them tell us where shall the limit be?

*These are questions that it is easier to
ask than to answer, Seeing this in the
future, 1 must doubt whether the victory
is as greatl as it seems. Overwhelming as
the majority was, I do not see in this any
oceasion for exultation, since our victory
does not end a war which may continue

| for years, and indeed for a whole genera-
| tion,

“But I judge no man, much less a body
in which there are so many whom I re-
spect and love. Much as [ regret the
action in regard to Professor  Briggs, I
will not condemn even those who con-

their best lights. They were not rash
men; they approciated the gravity of the
situation, and did what they fully be-
Jlieved to be for the real good of the
church. I shou be an incorrigible
fault-finder if I could be offended at

action begun and carried through in such
| a spirit.
lared this and have unhesitat- |

“And even though Professor Briggs
has been harshly dealt with, I do not dis-

guise from anybody my conviction that

be is largely responsible for the begin-

destructive school of critics, but to the
constructive wing. He holds not merely
that the Bible contains the word of God,

but that it is the word of God. Ie be- |
lieves that such errors and discrepancies |

as the Scriptures seem to contain are in
part due to errors in the translation, and
in part to errors in the original manu-
script; but every such error, he holds, is
chargeable to the human means by which
the revelations have come tous.” In all
the fundamental doctrines of ( ‘hristianity
Dr. Harper is in accord with the views
held by high theologians in the Baptist

. g o -
‘1 ; denomination. For example, he firmly
Evangelist (Pres.): “The result raises | v 5

believes in the divinity of Christ, the

atonement, the r rrection, salvation by
faith, and the future reward and punish-
ment.’ ”?

The Interior (Pres.) says: “The Assem-
bly put an end to conference with the

Episcopalinns with a view to organic |
unity. We were on the Committee of |

Conference, and never saw a ray of lizht
on that path. Suchhopefulnessas any of

| the committee had came, in our opinion, !

from the optimism of that most sweet-
spirited and consecrated of our living
Christian fathers, the Rev. Dr. Joséph T.
Smith. His hopefulness, it seemed to us,
came largely of desire that the prayer of
our Lord might be speedily realized. But
now that ecelesiastics of that church
placed under suspicion and severe i
vidual condemnation for recognizing
Presbyterian and other evangelical min-
isters as ministers of Christ, it is high
time to put an end to a conference which,
with ali Christian charity, it is difficult to
recognize as candid or practical.”

The same journal observes: “The Com-
mittee on Revision has amended the ar-
ticle on the Holy Scriptures by inserting
an assertion of the ‘truthfulness of its

|
{

i
|
i
|
|

i the
l Pur,

s :
Stomach Bitter
refractory stomachs.

bistory.” That brings up the whole ques- |

tion—and is a challenge to any and all to
say what they have to say on ‘the subject
of the circumstantials. The Confession
as it stands is regarded by some as assert-
ing only the infallibility of the teaching
of the scriptures in faith and duty, and
not in anything which does mnot come
within that purview, the gencral idea be-
ing that the Divine mind left the human
mind free to exercise itself in search for
any and all purely secular truths—scien-
tific, historical, ete. But how are you
going to separate? ‘This cloth,’ said the
dry-goods salesman, ‘is al¥ wool, genuine
all wool, except the warp—that’s cot-
ton.””

The Eraminer (Bapt.) says: “The es-

{ sential truths of Christianity have noth-
|mg to fear from being examined and

ning of this trouble. Dr. Parkburst, | talked about. On the contrary, the better

who goes to the farthest extreme in

defending and upholding him, said
in the General Assembly, ‘I do|
love him, and yet he is an awfully |
difficult man to get along with. I

have no trouble in getting along with

they are known, the more they will
commend themselves to the minds of
men. Very possibly, certain forms of
statement may be abandoned. But if the

| thing is saved, it matters little if tho

name be lost. Baptists, certainly, have

{ merely echo the recorded experience of
! thousands used the great
{ stomachie to their lasting benefit.
{ the inaction of a sluggish liver, and for
! tardy or irregular action of the bowels,
both very apt to accompany
. : gulator is equally
| Malarial
{ rheumatism and neuralgia d
resort is had to the Bitters.

T N YL,
For throat diseases and
rown’s Bronchial Troches.”
25 cents. Sold only in boxes.

Castor Oil Beans.
The castor oil bean is a wative of Asia,

America and south of lurope.

hight of more than three or four feet, but
India and Chil
in all tropical and semi-tropical coun-
it grows to bea iree, sowmetimes
There are numer-

e

marked peculiarities of color, growth, ete.
They will not stand

much irost and in
grown as herbaceous
The qguality of the oil produced

from the beans depends largely upo

Schaw
ceds which are mixed with |

ocess of extraction.
oils are much milder
than those which are made in tropical
The manufacture of castor oil
is profitably conducted in the United
States, the largest factory being located
Most of the beans grown
luced in south Illinois and Kan-
proportion of oil produced is
i about one-third the weight of the seeds
used.—California Fruit-Grower

ot

them in the p
I'rench and Italian

“Dinner for Two. Appetite for One!»

Said a dyspeptic to the vaiter, ordering
And suppose he had
an appetite, it would have agonized him,
subsequently to gratify it.
' inable pangs that even alittle meal causes
confirmed wvictim
gatory on earth—no less,
| unnecessary, though.
| systematically, a course of Hostettor's
S, ye unfortunates with
In saying this we

‘or self and friend.

Begin at once,

epart when a

coughs, use

o ——

Chiehestér’s English Dinmond Braand.

NNYROYAL PILLS

Original and Only Genulne.
SAFE, always reilabdle.
Drag; for CRichester's En
in 1led aud Gold metallic

mul Alt Druggists, or send Qe
culars, testimonials axd
for l‘::lu." in lettor, by return

IRON, COAL, ETC., so that the trade
which has heretofore favored Sacramento
with its patronage will suffer no incon-
venience by the withdrawal of the house
referred to.

We beg to thank our patrons for

f their favers since we opened busioess

in Sacramento, and further desire to
say that we are here to stay.

o, - Balcher
& CoO.,
217 and 219 J Street.

KILGORE

RE & C0,
—=AGENTS FOR—

Studebaker Bros'.

W AGONS, CARRIAGES,
BUGGIESand CARTS.

The latest styles and the best made
Vehicles in the world.

Pacific Gas. Engine,

The leading and only successful

Gas Engine in the market.

1000, 1002, 1004, 1006 K Street,

SACRAMENTO.

‘q ) J STREET, MANUFACTUREE O
Tl Fine Howme-made Candies and ice
Cream Soda. my216m _,
D.JOHNSTON & COC..
(Successors to A, J. Johnston & Co.},

BOOX AND JOB PRINTERS,
410 J Street, Sacramento. my2{

T Sutiering from
10 WEAK MEN =52
i

youthl‘:)del'ro_

carly decay, wasting weakness, lost manhood, etc.
%u vﬂm sond & varlul hle tmanu: ﬁe&‘g’ g‘;‘g“:&“g

culars for homs ¢ )
A splendid medical work ; should be read by every

P —

man who is nervons and debilitated. Address

voice would frequently change and | moved the loose porphyry I could see | and debility.

Mall 10,0 Paper.
bim; and yet at times 1 cannot help l_no cause whatever for panic over the re- | emase it oo ‘w“"l“,‘.':"..‘.s“._".'g . Prof, ¥.C. FCWLER. Moodud. Conms ‘
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