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WHOLE NO. 15,641,

 DIABOLICAL CONSPIRACY.

An Organized Gang of Incendiaries
Run Down in St. Paul

BURNED HOUSES FOR A PERCENT-
AGE OF THE INSURANCE

Reign of Terror at the Coal Mines at

Oliver Springs, Tenn., on Account |

of a Strike—Cyrus W. Field Ver_vt
|
Low—Mis Death Looked For at Any |
Hour—Edward M. Field Attempts

to End His Own Life.

Bpecial to the RECORD-UNTON.

St. PAvuL, Deec. 1.—One of the most
diabolical conspiracies ever concocted
was made public here to-night, by the ar-
rest of two members of a gang of incen-
diaries who for over a year have made a
Yegular business of firing houses and
stores for the purpose of securing a per-
centage of the insurance money. The
scheme was unearthed by a member of |
the local detective service, who managed |
to get into confidence with the gang, and ;
nabbed them in the very act of applying |
a lighted match to a house at the corner of |
Water and Edwards streets, owned by A. |
M. Lawton. Maurice Michael is the name
of one of the men arrested. His uncle, ‘
Mack Michael,was also arrested as an ac- |
cessory. The other members of the gang {
will probably be arrested in a few hours.
Michael has contessed to burning other |
houses in this city, and also stated that |
when he lived in Chieago, under the |
name of John Meyers, he made lots Ofl
money by the same nefarious practice.

PRESS ASSOCIATION.,

Arrangements for the Trip to Califor-
nia in January.

New Yorxk, Dec. 1.—The Governing |

Joard of the International League of)|
Press Clubs held a meeting to-day at the !
imperial Hotel to complete arrangements |
for the League’s annual convention at |
San Francisco on January 14th, The |
members present were Thomas J.|
Keenan, Jr. of Pittsburg, President of |
the League; Lynn R Meekins of Balti-
more, and Dr. Joseph H. Sennor of New |
York, Vice-Presiderts; Chas. W. Rich of |
New York, Secretary; William R. Wor-
rall of New York, M. H. deYoung of |
San Francisco, H. D. Vought, of Bufialo, !
Dr. John Freiderich of New York, S. G. |
i.apham of Syracuse, Thos. F. Ander-
son of Boston, and Wm. Berry ef Brook- |
lyn, members of the Executive Com- |
mittee. {

The Committee on Transportation re- |
ported that arrangements were nearly |
completed for a special train. The dele- |
gates leave New York via the Pennsyl- |
Vania road on January 5th, spend the Gth |
in Chicago visiting the exposition build-
ing and grounds; then by the Northwest-
ern to Omaha, and the Union Pacific to |
Denver, spending the Sth there; then to |
Halt Lake City, arriving on the 11th, and
spending the day: then by the Central
Pacific to San Francisco, arriving on the |
datn.

Letters were received from a number of
prominent journalists advising the Gov- |
ernors of their intention to attend the
convention. General ¥elix Angus of
ltimore, Marshall Wilder, Kugene
I'ield, W, K. G. Arkel, Kate Field, Colo-
nel Taylor of the Boston love and
George Childs expect to go.

After the meeting a dinner was given |
the board at the Imperial. ‘

{
|

THE FIELD FAILURE.

Possibility that the Creditors May Re- |
ceive Some Returns.

NEw Yorx, Dec. 1.—The Tribune says
in regard to the failure of Field, Lindley,
Weichers & Co. that it has been asserted
the firm had $300,000 or more invested in
z project for the consolidation of all the |
ge sugar plantations in Cuba into one
rporation. This is a private enterprise.
''he sugar-planters are represented by
Senor J. Denier, who arrived in this city
since the failure of the firm. The project
was about ready for completion. Charles |
W. Gould, assignee of the firm, admitted |
the firm’s connection with the project,
but could not say what interest they had
in it.

It was asserted, however, the project
will stiil be put into execution. If so, it
is possible & large asset for the suspended |
firm may exist there. !

Assignee Gould this afternoon said: “I |
believe the only great sufferers are mem- |
bers of the firm, who have been vietim-
ized by Field. Iam particularly sorry |
for Weichers, whom I consider as hone:
a2 young man as [ ever met. The fact is |
Lie has been robbed. Edward M. Field is |
the most plausible person I ever met. |
Only two days before the assignment was
made I talked with Field, and he rattled
ofi a list of assets of the firm, showing
that they were worth over $600,000, Heis |
undoubtedly crazy.”

YOUNG FIELD ATTEMPTS SUICIDE.

NEW Yorx, Dec. 1. — Edward M. |
Tield, who wrecked the firm of Field, |
Lindley, Wiechers & Co., who has|
stripped his father, Cyrus W. Field, of |
all his possessions, house and lands and |
egecurities, and upon whose life thereis |
an insurance of ¥600,000, has attempted !
euicide. In what manner he attempted
to kill himself is not recited in the papers !
on which he was committed to the
Verncn House at Mount Vernon as a
dangerous madman.

CYRUS W. FIELD VERY LOW. {

NEW Yorg, Dec. 1.—Dr. Fuller said
this morning: “Cyrus W. Field’s general
condition has not improved during the
night.”

Morris K. Jessup, who has just left the
Field residence, said: ‘‘Mr. Field is very
low, and not likely to live through the
day.”

At 4 o’clock this afternoon Cyrus W,
Field was still alive, but his physicians
have given up all hope. It is not be-
lieved Field can last many howrs. The
condition of Field’s daughter, Mrs, Lind-
ley, has not improved, and her death is
only the question of a few days at most.

BADLY WRECKED.

Collision in Indiana on the
Monon Route.

CRAWFORDSVILLE (Ind.), Dec. 1.—A
costly collision oceurred this morning
just north from here, on the Monon road. |
The through freight from the South col-
lided with the local from the Nerth on a
high embankment, totally demolishing
both the large engines and about twelve
cars loaded with merchandise and hogs.
Although the engines were in plain sight
of each other for mearly one mile, the
grades are such that an accident was in-
evitable. The crews of all jumped and
escaped serious injury, except Engineer
Henderson, who is dangerously hurt.
The accident was the result of a mistake
occasioned by illegible orders. The loss
will be enormous, a8 both engines and
cars are a total loss.

FIRE RECORD.

The Children’s Department of a Con-
vent Burned.
NewBURG (N. Y.), Dec. 1.-—The large

Costly

| tion was the invitation

| partment

| architects and secure from them such

{ would enable them to make some defi-

| here attempted to check the fire, but

| to-day for the purpose of fixing a uni-

four-story building known as the chil-

dren’s department of the Convent of Our
Lady of Mercy was burned early this
morning. All of the children were res-
cued, but many lost their clothes.
INCENDIARY FIRES.

RurLaxp (Vt.), Dee. 1.—In Castleton,
about twelve miles from here, six incen-
diary fires have occurred within as many
days, and in consequence the people
there are in a state of terror. Vigilance
Committees have been organized and
armed sentinels have patrolled the town
since last Wednesday night. A vigorous
effort is being taken to discover the in-
cendiary.,

Low Water at Chicago.

CHICcAGO, Dee. 1.—The light rainfall of
the past four seasons has caused an un-
usually low stage of water in the whole
chain of the great lakes. Vessels with
more than thirteen and a half feet draught
cannot pass through the Soo canal. The
water in the lake here this morning was
lower than over before recorded. 'T'his is
due 1o the low stage of the water, and the
fact that a strong south wind draws the
water away from this end of the lake.
For a short time this morning the city
water supply was seriously threatened.
The low water exposes the intakes at the
crib, so that the pumps could get only
half the usual amount. The wind finally
shifted; and the water returned to its nat-
ural level.

Collision in New York.

TARRYTOWN (N.Y.), Dec. 1.—At7 o'clock
to-night the Chicago express, which
leaves New York at 6 A. M., came along
at thundering speed and crashed into the
Croton local, standing on a track in front
of the station at this place. The collision
was terrific, and those who witnessed the
accident expected to see scores of lifeless
people scattered about the track. For-
tunately no one of the many passengers
were seriously hurt, although the cars of
the local train were telescoped and the
locomotives badly wrecked. It is said
the local was behind time, but the block
signal should have preventéd the acci-
dent. Itisa question whether this signal
was set, forthe prevailing opinion is that
it was not.

Chicago Races.

CHICAGO, Dec. 1.—One mile, Tudor
won, Hansell second, Fred Knox third.
Time, 1:421,

Five furlongs, Katlirah won, Promise
second, Ed Ashley third. Time, 1:07.

Five *furlongs, Prince William won,
Fonda second, Annie Martin third.
Time, 1:06.

Six furlongs, Wheeler won, The Dea-
con second, Innocence third. Time, 1:20.
_ Half mile, Bob Wade won, Fitzhugh
Lee second, Dan H. third. Time, 0:523.

Five furlongs, Volci won, Woodpecker
second, Eugene third. Time, 1:00}.

Reign of Terror.

KxoxviLLE (Tenn.), Dec. 1.—The
mines at Oliver Springs are now idle, be-
cause the white miners have struck. The
cause of the strike was the issuance of
warrants for ten of them for participation
in the outrage against the colored miners,
who were driven from their homes by
white men. There has been a regular
reign of terror for the past few days.

WORLD’S FAIR.

The California Commission Holds an
Important Meeting.

SAx FranNcrsco, Dec. 1.—The first
meeting of any importance that has been
held by the California World’s Fair Com-
mission since its meeting in Chicago last
June took place to-day. One considera-
of the National
Comumission to send a representative to
participate in the general conference with
that body and members of the local {
directory of the World’s Fair to be held !
at Chicago on December 9th.

Commissioner Thompson was pre-
vailed upon to represent the Commission,
and the regular monthly meeting set for
December 8th was postponed until De-
cember 19th, when he will have returned
and be able to present a report to the
Commission.

Much doubt exists in the minds of
many exhibitors as to the policy to be
pursued in regard to displays in the de-
buildings for competitive
prizes where displays will represent Cali-
fornia industries rather than the individ-
uals arranging them, and the following
resolution was adopted to settle the !
question :

Resolved, That the Commission, out of funds
appropriated by the NState, first erect a State
building, and collect a State exhibit to be con-
tained tnerein; second, aid numerous exhib-
its, in the discretion of the Cominission, to
enter into the competition in the different de-
partments.

The question of the style and plan of
the building to be erected on California’s
site of the fair were considered at length
and all of the plans submitted by local
architects last June were rejected and or-
dered returned to their makers as none
filled the requirements of the Commis-
sion.,

A committee consisting of Commis-
sioners Phelan, Hatch and Thompson
was appointed to consult with leading

ideas as to the building to be erected as

nite report at the meeting of the 10th
inst. No appointments will be made or
salaries fixed until the full board is
present.
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STEAMER BURNED,

The Eastern Oregzon Destroyed by Fire
at Olympia.

OLyMPIA (Wash.), Dec. 1.—The steam-
ship Eastern Oregon arrived here this
evening and went cn the drydock. Soon
afterward she caught fire in some unac-
countable manner. At 10:30 to-night she
is stiil burning, and will undoubtedly
prove a total loss. The fire company

could do nothing.

The fire was caused by the burning of
grease in the galley. The steamer isa
total loss. She was formerly the City of
Palatka, in the Florida trade. In 1890
she was brouglht here by the Oregon Im-
provement Company, the present own-
ers. The loss is $180,000; insurance un-
known.

Many of the crew and longshoremen
brought here to assist in cleaning the
steamer had gone to bed, and it is feared
some of them may have perished in the
ilames. A number of men escaped only
in their night clothes, and several leaped
over the side of the vessel into the mud.
The fire spread very rapidly and in
twenty minutes she was a mass of flames,

e ¥,
TRANSFER COMBINE,

A New Organization of Companies
West of the Missouri.
PorTrLAND, Dec. 1.—A convention of
the leading transfer companies west of
the Missouri River was held in this city

form schedule of rates for the transfer of
freight, passengers and baggage, and to
secure promptness of delivery,

After a full discussion of the subject an
organization to be known as the Western
Transfer Association was formed, and the
following officers were elected: Presi-
dent, C. A. Hughes, Secretary of the U.
C. and E. T. Co. of Portland; Vice-Presi-
dent, B. F. Shaubaut, Manager of the
Seattle Transfer Company; Secretary and
Treasurer, P. F. Struckman of Spokane.

The association will take steps to inaung-
urate a transfer coupon system on the
same plan that prevaiis in Chicago.

Bread Doubled in Price.

ST. PETERSBURG, Dec. 1.—The price of
black bread has doubled within the
week, It is reported that the reduction
of bread rations among the troops has
caused intense discontent, bread being
the chief article of diet of the soldiers.

NATIONAL CAPITAL

Commodore Wilson's Report on the
Condition of the Navy.

USEFULNESS OF TORPEDO CRUISERS
ADVANCED.

Struggle for the Speakership of the
House—Mills Believed to Hold the
Winning Card, Though the Other
Candidates Are Hopeful—Numerous
Candidates for Other Offices in the

House.

Special to the RECORD-UNION.

WasHINGTON, Dec. 1. — Commodore
Wilson, Chief of the Bureau of Construc-
tion, in his annual report recommends
that the Galena be sold as useless to the
Government and a source of expense.
Touching the old wooden navy the re-
port says: These vessels are rapidly dis-
appearing from active service. Only
twelve are now available for cruising
purposes, and they will within five or |
six years be mustered out.

Concerning new construction the report
speaks of the usefulness of torpedo cruis-
ers, such as engaged and sunk the Blanco
Enecalada in the Chilean war, and after
recounting the fact that the department
was unable fo secure bids for the con-
struetion of such vessels within the limits
of the appropriation of the last Congress,
recommends that the appropriation be
limited to §512,000. At this price a vessel of
750 tons may be obtained, capable of run-
ning 23 knots per hour and keeping it up
at sea.

Stress is laid upon the significance of
the contract made for the construction of
torpedo boat No. 2 with the Iowa Iron
Works, as it indicates the possibility of
building these valuable craft at safe in-
land points,

The report states that contracts have
already been made for 11,210 tons of the
15,945 tons of armor required for the ves- |
sels now building.

Attention is cuhml to the fact that with
the advent of modern steel vessels comes
the pressing necessity for a large increase
in the machine departments of the navy-
yards to make unavoidable repairs. To
this end appropriations are recommended
as follows: $25,000 for the Portsmouth
Navy-yard, $150,000 for New York, $44,-
000 for League Island, $48,060 for Norfolk,
and $100,000 for Mare Island.

Seizing the opportunity afforded by the
unforitunate experience of our steel eruis-
ers in Chilean waters, the report treats at
length of the necessity for sheathing the
bottoms of steel vessels. It says the im-
portance of the preservation of the bot-
toms of steel vessels from corrosion and
fouling can hardly be overestimated, and
is continually emphasized by the reports
of loss of speed and increased consump-
tion of coal received from our new un-
sheathed steel vessels now in commission.
Unless we are willing to admit that the
role of our cruisers in time of war shall
be entirely confined to cruises of short
duration in the neighborhood of our own
ports, it would appear they are deficient
in_a most important quality, namely, |
ability to maiutain high speed at sea for
long periods of time.

Reference is made to wvaluable data
bearing on thissubject collected by Naval
Constructor Hichborn, and an earnest
recommendation made that Congress
adopt his conclusions, summarized as
follows: All cruising vessels intended
for general service in foreign waters
should be sheathed, if above 1,000 tons
displacement. Second, vessels less than
2,000 tons displacement, intended for gen-
eral service as cruising gunboats. etc.,
should be of composite construetion, viz.,
with steel framing, wood inside, plank-
ing and copper sheathing. Figures are
given to show that Great Britain has
adopted these ideas in the new construc-
tion; that 78 per cent. of it is to be
sheathed, and that all the gunboats built
since 1886 are of composite construction,
enabling themn to keep at sea for long pe-
riods without docking.

CLAMOR FOR OFFICE.

The Struggle for the Speakership and
Other Places.

WaAsHINGTON, Dec. 1.—The Speaker-
ship contest is increasing in liveliness and
interest each day, and this morning there
was a fair accession made to the list of
members in town. All five candidates
have expressed themselves as hopeful,
and reported matters progressing satis-
factorily from their point of view.,

General Catchings of Mississippi, one
of Crisp’s chief lieutenants, claims that
his candidate has captured the entire
Democratic delegation from New Jersey.
Crisp’s friends also said that they have
assurances of four votes from New Eng-
land.

Mills is sanguine. His forcesare work-
ing favorably to his interests, and he ex-
pressed himself as entirely confident of
the result. The Mills men are endeavor- i
ing to make New En;rrl:md a unit, and |
they say they expect all the votes from
that section except two. This claim, how-
ever, is not conceded by the other candi-
dates, nor is Crisp’s claim to New Jersey
conceded.

McMillen said to-day that he saw no
reason to change hisopinion that the fight
would be a long one, in which case his
strength would increase, and that he
felt matters were going along satisfac-
torily.

Springer is also in a cheerful mood, and
he said he was more than holding his
own as respects ‘“‘first choice” votes, and
to-day made material progress in pro-
viding for the event of a break among
other candidates, a great many Repre-
sentatives having given him assurances
that he would get their votes whenever
they changed.

The arrival of Judge Holman of Indi-
ana and the announcement of his position
on the Speakership matter are awaited
with some interest. The friends of Mills
express more confidence than those of
anyone else of securing his support.

At Hatch’s headquarters it was said
“things were quiet.”’

Candidates for the minor offices are be- |
ginning an active campaign. Maish of;
Pennsylvania has practically withdrawn |
from the contest for Clerk of the House, |
and Pennsylvania is advocating the
claims of Iierr, while Indiana is urging
Dalton’s selection.

For Postmaster another ex-Congress-
man, McClammy of North Carolina, has
become a candidate. James R. Fisher,
formerly Assistant Postmaster and Chair-
inan of the Virginia Demoecratic State
Central Commitiee, is regarded with favor
by many members for this position.

1
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FREEZING WEATHER.

The Cold -'Wave Continues in the
Southern States.

WasaINGTON, Dec. 1.—The area of
high pressure extends to the Southern
Siates, and thence northeastward over
the St. Lawrence Valley and Atlantic,
the pressure being the greatest over the
South Atlantic States. The cold wave
attending this area of high pressure has
passed to the east of the coast line, but
freezing weathef continues generally
throughout the Southern States, and
killing frosts are reported this morning

from Northern Florida. The tempera-
ture is rising in all sections, atiended by
generally clear weather in the central
valleys, and thence eastward to the At-
lantic,

The pressure is low in North Montana
and Washington, and showers are re-
ported from the North Pacific Coast and
in the Upper Missouri Valley. There are
indications that a disturbance will form
on the eastern slope of the Rocky
Mountains during the next twenty-four
hours which wiil eause showers and
warmer weather throughout the North-
west. Fair, with warmer weather, is in-
dicated for Wednesday generally through-
out the Southern, Middle and New Eng-
land States and the Ohio Valley.

Argument on the Tariff Act.
WasHINGTON, Dec. 1.—The TUnited
States Supreme Court to-day continued
the hearing of the three suits brought by
New York and Chicago importers to test
the constitutionality of the McKinley
Tarifi Act. John P. Wilson, represent-

ing Marshall Field & Co., closed the
opening argument for the importers,

maintaining that the whole Act was viti-
ated by the omission of the tobacco rebate
section. Solicitor-General Taft then fol-
lowed for the United States.

Attorney-General Miller argued the
bounty and reciprocity features. The ar-
gument will be closed ‘to-morrow by
Clark.

The Grand Army.

WasHINGTON, Dec. 1.—At a mesting of
the Citizen’s Executive Committee, hav-
ing in charge preparations for the en-
campment of the Grand Army of the Re-
public in this city in 1892, reports were
submitted to show ample arrangements
would be made for the comfort of the old
soldiers who will attend. Tnstead of the
usual banquet to the visitors, the commit-
tee has decided to arrange for a reception
in a large court of the Pension oflice,
where the last inanguration ball was
held.

Presidential Postoflices.

WasnIiNGTON, Dec. 1.—The annual re-
port of the First Assistant Postmaster-
General shows that the adjustment of
Presidential Postmasters’ salaries makes
a total of 2964 Presidential offices on
July 1, 1801—a net increase of 252. The
total gross receipts of these offices in-
creased $4,875,606 over the previous year.

San Diego Quarantine Station.

WasHINGTON, Dee. 1.—Bids were
opened to-day at the Treasury Depart-
ment for the construction of a wharf at
the quarantine station at San Diego, Cal.,
the lowest being that of B. McMahon &
Sons of San Francisco for $7,104.

MADE A GOOD HAUL.

PARTICULARS OF THE TRAIN ROB-
BERY NEAR ST. LOUIS.

Money and Valuables to the Amount
of $20,000 Taken—Six Men En-
gaged in the Work.

Special to the RECORD-UNTION,

St. Louts, Dec. l.—Particulars are at
hand of the bold and suceessful train
robbery which took place on the St.
Louis and San Francisco road near Glen-
dale Station shortly before 10 o’clock last
night. The robbers had their plans well
laid, and they escaped with the money
and valuables, amounting to about $20,-

{ 000, and possibly more.

The Adams Express Company was the
victim, and from the manner in which
the robbers did the job, it is evident their
plans were to make a clean sweep of the
eXDIess car.

They used dynamite with fearful effect,
both on the car and Messenger Mulrene,
who had charge of the car, Six men par-
ticipated in the robbery.

When the train reached Old Orchard, it
is supposed four men boarded the ex-
press car. The other two, it is believed,
boarded the train at Glendale.

Shortly after the train left Glendale two
of the men made their way to the engine
cab, and placing revolvers at the head of
the engineer and fireman, compelled
hem to stop the train. The engineer
complied with alacrity, and as soon
as the train came to a standstill the engi-
neer and fireman were taken to the ex-
press car.

In the meantime, the express messen-
ger, who suspected something w rong,
closed and bolted the doors of the car and
stood inside ready to defend the property
intrusted to his care. But the odds were
against him and the poor fellow now lies
in la.ldungerons condition at North Spring-
field.

When the two robbers piloted the en-
gineer and fireman to the car they placed
them under guard and tried to induce
the messenger to open the door of the car.
The latter was obdurate, when a stick of
dynamite was placed against the car and
exploded. In one minute later another
stick was exploded at the car door, which
fell in.

The robbers then entered the car. and
taking the key from the messenger soon
had the safe open. Kverything in the
safe was taken, and also the messenger’'s
gold watch and chain. Estimates as to
the amounts secured vary widely, rang-
ing from $20,000 to $50,000, but nothing
definite is yet known on this point. Su-
perintendent Damsel of the express com-

| pany says it will be several days before

the exact amount can be ascertained.

While two of the robbers were doing
the work at the express car the other four
bandits kept the remainder of the train
crew and passengers in a state of terror, a
constant fusillade being kept up all the
while. Fourteen shots were fired into the
smoking car, but fortunately no one was
hit.

On the south side of the track, about
150 yards from where the robbery oc-
curred, is a wagon road running through
a strip of wood. Along this road, the de-
tectives who went to the scene last night,
found fresh tracks of horses and the
wheels of a wagon coming toward St.
Louis. The railroad officials believe one
of the robbers is a railroad man, as he is
said to have instructed the fireman to not
put any more coal in the furnace. The
only description of the robbers obtained
is that of the two that climbed on to the
engine. One of them was a voung man,
tall, of light complexion, with a heavy
mustache; the other was of dark complex-
ion, wore dark clothing, was about five
feet six inches high, having a sinister-
looking eye, and was very quick in mo-
tion. Both wore light overcoats. The
first reports that the postal car was also
denuded were erroneous, as anthentic re-
ports say only the express car was at-
tacked.

Express Messenger Mulrene is said to
have been seriously injured in the hip by
the explosion and battered about the
head with the butt-ends of revolvers in
the hands of the robbers.

A large sposse is making a search for
the bandits.

So effectually did the robbers perform
the work that up to midnight there was
not the slightest clew to their identity or
whereabouts. Manager Damsel of the
Adams Express Company said he was
sure the amount stolen exceeded $20,000.
At the San Francisco office the amount is
stated to be $75,000.

Arizona’s New Constitution.

TucsoN (Ariz.), Dec. 1.—Arizona voted
to-day on the new Constitution. The re-
turns thus far received show that more
than four-fifths of the votes are for the
Constitution. -The strongest opposition
came from Federal officials throughout
the entire Territory. The Constitution
will be adopted by 5,000 mmajority. There
is great rejoicing all over Arizona.
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A TONDON SCANDAL

Suit Which Has Excited Comment
in English Aristocratic Life.

COUNTESS RUSSELL SEEKS A DI-
VORCE FROM EARL RUSSELL.

Brutality and Threats of Life the
Grounds of tho Action—The Parties
to the Suit Well Known in Soclety,
and the Allegations Afford Topics
for Conversation in Many Circles

of London’s Upper Class.

Special 10 the RECORD-UNTON,

Loxpox, Dec. 1.—In the divorce divis-
ion of her majesty’s high court of justice,
before Justice Buit, there commenced to-
day a case which has excited much com-
ment, particularly in aristocratic life.
This case is the application of the Count-
ess Russell for a judicial separation from
her husband, Earl Russell, a grandson of
the great Lord John Russell, on the
ground of cruelty. The parties to the
suit are well known in society, and the
allegations and counter allegations have
afforded topics for conversation in many
circles of polite society. The Earl denies
the allegations made by his wife, and
claims the whole trouble is due to his
mother-in-law. The courtroom was
crowded with a large number of persons,
who listened with close attention to the
proceedings. The Countess, accompanied
by her mother and sister, was present.
She and her relatives occupied seats inja
back part of the courtroom, seemingly
with a desire to escape from the observa-
tion of the crowd.

Sir Charles Russell appeared for the
Earl, and Sir Edward Clarke, Solicitor-
General, represented the Countess.

The petitition of the Countess states
that from the time she married, in Feb-
ruary, 1890, until she left him, Earl Rus-
sell habitually treated her with harshness
and cruelty, terrifying her and injuring
her health. The Earl compelled her to
remain until 2 or 3 o’clock in the morn-
ing going over his accounts, He also
threatened her with a revolver. Not con-
tent with abusing and insulting her in
the privacy of their apartments, he acted
toward her in such a way that she was
humiliated before her servants.

Sir Edward Clarke, for petitioner, in
opening the case to-day said the parties to
the suit lived together for only four
months, owing to the conduct of the Farl.
Afterward the Countess was induced to
return to her husband, and they resumed
their former marital relations. ~This con-
tinued but a short time, however, when
the Countess found the
tolerable, and they again separated. A fter
this last separation the Earl wrote affec-
tionately to the Countess, and implored
her to return to him. The Countess was
persuaded against her better judgment to
return to her husband, but his affection-
ate treatment was of short duration. He
again used personal violence against her
and made her life miserable. The Count-
ess lostall hope of living happily with
her husband, and she again left him.
Prior to the separation the matter of the
Countess’ support was talked over, and

the Earl agreed to allow her eighty
| pounds a mouth for her expenses. This
{agreement the Earl violated., He paid
| the first monthly allowance, but after
i that the Countess received nothing from
{ him, except checks for the amount prom-
| ised, which checks, when presented at the
| bank, were returned dishonored.

In presenting the case for the Countess
| Sir Edward Clarke stated that when the
| Countess was married she had a marriage
| portion of £20,000, This money, how-
ever, had nothing to do with the troubles.
When the Countess was suffering from
an attack of influenza the Earl, Sir Ed-
ward declared, compelled the Countess to
accompany him on reckless drives in in-
clement weather, much to her injury.
The Earl made it a practice to leave her
room and go and stay with a man named
Roberts, who was sleeping in the house.
As a evidence of the estimation in which
the Earl held bis wife, Sir Edward stated
that he often said he would like to see her
carried out of the house in a coffin. Re-
ferring to the Earl’s accounts Sir Edward
said he would compel the Countess to
arise after she had retired and go down
stairs to fix them up. He would then
abuse her in most violent terms. On
more than one occasion he threw her to
the floor and commanded her not to
move until he returned and gave her per-
mission. After denying that his client
was at present, or ever had been, afflicted
with hysterics, he stated thatthe man
Roberts was a mathematical master of a
school at Bath. A serious suggestion

against Earl Russell was involved in his
alleged relations with Roberts. Sir Ed-

ward declared that his wife could not feel
otherwise than outraged and distressed
by these relations.

To show the brutal nature of the Earl,
Sir Edward cited instances how he used
to drag cats about with strings around
their necks. More than once he amused
himself by throwing a cat at the ceiling
until he nearly Kkilled the poor beast. Tho
Countess remonstrated with the Earl
against this cruelty, whereupon the latter
said: “I will lick you into shape if you
don’t mind.” When the Countess ob-
jected to Roberts’ presence in the house,
the Ear! told her to go to the devil.

Continuing, Sir Edward said: “The
Earl was much upset by the prospect of
the Countess not having a child. He
abused her for this, and called her a
beastly, barren woman. Early in May
the Earl and Countess proposed to at-
tend a levee. The Earl made her act as
his valet while in London. The Countess
was naturally annoyed that her husband
should force her to perform menial serv-
ices, and toid him she was sorry she
ever married him. The Earl at once
rang the bell and told the servant who
answered to summon Lady Scott, the
Countess’ mother. When Lady Scoit en-
tered the room, the Earl said: ‘Here is
your sacred daughter; take her away as
soon as you like, and you can go to the
devil.” It was on her return at her hus-
band’s reguest, after their temporary
separation, that the Countess was found
one night nude and in a fainting condi-
tion on the floor, in the room occupied
by her and the Earl. The Earl told the
maid who had gone to the room that
some wzater had fallen on the Countess’
night dress, and he had taken it off.

When Sir ¥dward concluded his ad-
dress he called the first witness. This
was Countess Russell. She arose from
her seat in the rear of the room and made
her way to the witness-box. When she
had taken her place, Sir Edwin pro-
ceeded to qguestion her. He first asked
regarding the presence of the man Rob-
erts in the house, and the Karl's visits to
the room occupied by him. The Countess
stated in reply that she had remonstrated
with the Earl because of these visits, Be-
ing asked if the Earl gave any reason for
going to Roberts’ room, the Countess
made no reply, but said the Earl was
more unkind to her when Roberts was in
the house. Replying to other questions,
the Countess said the Earl had told her
bhe kept a loaded pistol convenient, and
would shoot her ?t‘ she annoyed him.
When she left the Earl she asked him to
kiss her, and he refused with an oath.

Describing the quarrel that occurred
between herself and the Earl, the
Countess stated that the latter rushed
about the room velling and striking the
walls with his fists,

Earl’s actions in- |

When asked if she meant to make any
imputation against her husband or Rob-
erts, witness replied: *“Yes.” This an-
swer was given with a snap and vim
which created a sensation. Witness added
that she had never made a diract charge
against either the Earl or Roberts, and
admitted that she had written a letter to
Harry Marriellier, who was the best man
at ber wedding, assuring him that she
brought no charge against Roberts, add-
ing that she was in the hands of a clever
man, and would bring no charges against
the Earl unless fully able to prove them.
Witness admitted she had a former en-
gagement to marry before her betrothal to
Russell, and it was broken off owing to
the condition of her health.

Sir Charles asked witness whether she
was not attended by two doctors in 1858
for a certain complaint. The Countess
replied that the doctors mentioned had
given her medicine from time to time.
Witness stated that the Karl had shown
her a letter he had written his solicitor
about her extravagance. She asked him
not to send the letter. The arl forced
her to her knees on the floor and took the
letter from her. He wused so much
strength that he forced the bangles on her
arms into the flesh until the blood flowed.
She showed her bleeding arms to her sis-
ter.

‘When pressed to remember the circum-
stances of the first quarrel the Countess
burst into tears. “I’m sorry I’m unable
to remember, but I’m not well,”” she said.
In answer to questions regarding her
health prior to her marri
said it was always good, except that s
suffered from a specific female complaint,
which was given as the reason for brealk-
ing the earlier engagement.

Witness declared that she had no re-
membrance of her mother coming into
her room and imploring her to make
{riends with her husband. She was not
hysterical on that occasion, nor after leav-
ing the room did she lose her self control
and begin to tear off' her dress. She never
got in that state.

When Sir Charles began to probe into |

the relations between the Earl and Rob-
erts the interest became intense. Wit-
ness, however, made replies in such a low
tone that ondy those close to her could
catch them.

Court adjourned before the examina-
tion was finished.

OUTRAGES IN CHINA.

Priests and Nuns Horribly Treated in
Takow.

BRrussgLs, Dee. 1.—Telegrams from the
Belgium missionaries in Mongolia state
that the missionaries of Takow have
escaped to the mountains; that during the
recent trouble the Chinese priests and
nuns were horribly treated. It is feared
that some missionaries
Chiayohang.

The rebels are not Mongols, but Chi-
nese colonists. who are very numerous
in that region. They belong to a secret
society that has been conspiring for four
yvears, and has imported many foreign
rifles. Severe measures ordered by the

Chinese Government provoked the rv-;

volt.

The rumors that Russia would imvr-’

fere have spurred the Government to
take active measures to stop the revolt.
FOUR MILLION REVOLUTIONISTS,
NEW YoRrkK, Dec. 1.—A Hongkong (Chi-
nese) newspaper, the Swin Ye¢ re-
ceived here, says: The revolutionists are
numbered at 4,000,000 able-bodied men.

1
Bo,

It is said that no part of the Imperial |
army at present upon the field is capable |

of meeting the emergency.

Loxpox, Dec. 1.—A Times correspond-
ent at Paris confirms the report that the
French Government is urging the powers
to take combined action against the Chi-
nese.
ent hears that the United States wi
be urged to take part.

1 also

It Was Caused by the Explosion of a
Gasometer.

Loxpon, Dee. 1.—The efforts to recover
the bodies of those killed in the gas ex-
plosion in Blackburn Market vesterday
are being pushed rapidly. Already

four bodies have been recovered, and it is |

certain a larger number are still in the
ruins. The people who are injured are
progressing favorably.

A later dispateh from Blackburn states
the searching party has found five more
bodies in the ruins. It is feared other
bodies are still beneath the wreckage.
The man who had charge of the gaso-
meter, the explosion of which, it has been
ascertained now, caused the disaster, has
been arrested on the charge of having
caused the death of those who lost their
lives by the explosion.
quently released on bail.

SOUTHERN REPUBLICS.

Mexicans in Guatemala Favor Annex-
ation to Mexico.

City oF MEXIco, Dec. 1.—The Govern-
ment is aiding private individuals in
several States to bring in corn, beans,
meal and other kinds of food to sell at

reduced prices to the poor who are snffer- |

ing for food. There is more suffering at
Chiapas than in any other State, and it is
extending across the border into Guate-
mala.

The Mexican Minister in Guatemala
reports that there are over 10,000 Mexi-
cans in that country, and it is an open
secret that sooner or later these people
will demand annaxation to Mexico. as
the Texans did to the United States years
ago. The plan is not ripe yet, but as
soon as a revolution breaks out in Guate-
mala steps will be taken to carry out the
scheme, and it may be taken for granted

that any attempt at a revoluteon will be |

abetted by the Mexicans.

AFFAIRS IN BRAZIL.

Contradictory Stories tegarding
Sitnation in Rio Grande.
Loxpon, Dec. 1.—Advices from Brazil
regarding the situation in Rio Grande do
Sul are of such an extremely conflicting
character that it is impossible to conceive
what the true situation thereis. A dis-
patch was received to-day from the Bra-
zilian Minister of Foreign Afiairs stating
that immediately upon the restoration of
the legal Government of the State, after
the deposition of Da Fonseca, the insur-
gents laid down their arms. This dis-
patch does not in any way agree with the
statement made yesterday that the people
of Rio Grande had refused to obey orders
sent from Rio Janeiro instructing the au-
thorities to restore Governor Castilhos to
power, that the National Guard was be-
Ing mobilized, and that a serious out-
break was looked for.
Talk of the Dissolution of Parliament.
Loxpox, Dec. 1.—Reports have gained
currency that the Government is consid-
ering the advisability of dissolving Par-
liament in January, instead of waiting
for the opening of the session in Febru-
ary, the object being to avoid the difii-
culty of Conservative defection from the
Ministerial party on local Government
questions, which would mean serious de-
feat for the Ministry in the House. It is
also stated that Lord Salisbury had ex-
pressed the wish that his nephew, Bal-
four, would talk less and say as little as
possible on this delicate subject, which i
rapidly becoming a bete moir to the Cabi-
net.

the

Going Home to Spend Christmas.
OrTAwa, Dee. 1.—Sir George Baden-
Powelil left this afternoon for New York.
After a short stay there he will go to
England to spend the Christmas holidays
at home, returning early in January.
The trip is purely a personal arrange-

ment, and has nothing to do with the
Bohring Sea dispute.
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she |
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INPORTANT DRCISION.

| The Supreme Court Disposes of
Land Worth Mil{ions,

A COMEINE OF WESTERN TRANSFER
COMPANIES IS EFFECTED.

Apaches Wrounafaliy Accused of Reo-
cent Murders in Arizona—Rallroad
Enterprise in Santa Barbara ana San

Luis Obispo Ccuntics--Progress of

the Blanchard Perjury Case.

Special to the Rzconu-UsroN.

Dee. 1.—The well-
known and important case of McCroskey
vs. Ladd et al. was decided to-day by
the Supreme Court affirming the judg-
ment in faver of the defendants.

| The case has caused considerable ex=

Sax Fraxcisco,

citement, as it involved the genuinencss
of the title of a larso tract of valusble
land near Hollister, San Benito County,
'The plaintiff sold the

defendants certain

|

H . o

|lots in the tract for $5,500, rec eiving a
! promissory note for $650 as a deposit
| which was to be forfeited to him if the

defendants did not coraplete the purchase
in accordance with the terms of the con-
tract of sale, providing, of course, that

plaintiff could show a good title to the
| land.
Two attorneys pronounced the title

| deficient after the plaintiff had furnished
| two abstracts thereof, as one of the deeds
l in the chain of the title upon which the
| plaintiff relied was a grant from the San
| Justo Homestead Association, a corpora-
tion. It was executed by its President
and Secretary by virtue of a special reso-
{ lution, but without affixing the corporate
seal.

The defendants therenpon demanded
the return of the promissory note, but the
plaintiff sued upon it, and judgment
went against him in the lower court.
The judgment was affirmed to-day by
the Supreme Court, which does not say
whether the plaintifi’s title is good or
bad, but that the land must be free from
litigation to be salable in accordance witl
the open contract of sale, when a court is
asked to enforce such coatract. A man
may have a title to land which he ecan
successfully protect by litigation,
still not have a clear markewble title.

The decision affects some mllions of
| dollars’ worth of land in and about Hol=
lister.

but

IVETT'S
| A Witness’

MURDER.
Strong Evidence
| Blanchard.

| MobpesTo, Dec. 1.
| Blanehard perjury case was finished in
the Superior Court to-day. The was
| on argument this afternoon and t2-night.
| The chief witness for the pr
:!f)-(i:l_\' was Mrs. Mary Delauey of La
lur:m;_:v. who swore
|
{

Against

The evidence in the

Cas(

secution

she sav Blanchard
pass her house very drunk at 6 p. . of
the day he says he saw Olson, thz sap-

| posed murderer of Ivett.

Dr. C. W. Evans testitied as to the dis-

| tance a man can see at night. ;

| T.F. Laycock, an army mate of de-
fendant, swore that Blanchard had a re-

| markable power of seeing at night.

Peter Bachmar, a dam contractor,
swore than Blanchard was in the habit of
going out in the vicinity of the dam at
night.

IFrank Young then swore he had a
horse similar to Olsen’s, and that he had
the animal in La Grange on the evening
of the murder of Ivett.

General Kittrell opened the argument
for the prosecution. The case will prob-
ably reach the jury to-morrow. The gen-
{ eral belief is that the jury will not agree.

All Is Satisfactory.

SAN Francisco, Dee. 1.—After a care-
ful examination of the right of way con-
tracts recently furnished to the Southern
Pacific Company by the Citizens’ Com-
mittee of San Luis Obispo and Santa Bar-
bara Counties, the company made a re-
| port upon~them to-day, declaring them
! to be satisfactory. The railroad officials
| say that, although the Citizens’ Commit-
| tee have worked slowly, they have done
their work well, and that the company
now stands ready to fultill its part of the
agreemént—the immediate construetion
of the line. Engineer Hood has greatly
interested himself in this project and is
deing what he can to help on the prelim-
inary work. The road has been definitely
surveyed, and it is likely that tunnel
work in the mountains will be prosecuted
with vigor this winter, and that San Luis
Obispo will be reached by rail before
July next.

Dar tobbery in San Fraunecisco.

Sax Fraxcisco, Dec. 1.—A daring rob-
bery was perpetrated lust evening at the
store of Tilman & Bendel, wholesale deal-~
ers in groceriss, cigars and tobacco, on
Batiery sireet.

This morning the largest safe, where
the books, papers and money of the firm
ave kept, was found open, the combina-
tion broken and the contents of the safe
scattered all over the tloor. It was found
that the burglars had earried off with
them $1,600. There were over £300 beside
this sum in one of the drawers, whici
the crooks omitted to take. Detective
Bowen is making an investigaticn.

ing

The Yountville Veterans’® Hoine.

Nara, Dec. 1.—There are 350 yeterans
at the Yountville home, and fifty more
are on furiough. Every cotiage and cot
is occupied, and no more disabled veter-
ans can be provided for at prescent. Ap-
plications still come in as tha cold season
approaches, and it is probal
meeting of the Board of Directors next
Sunday steps will be taken tooking to
some provision for a still larger nuraber
of cottages. Nearly half of those quar-
tered at the home now receive pensions
from the Government, the average being
from &8 to $12 per month.

Death of a YPioneer.
Soxora, Dec. 1.—Dr. John Walker, one
of the most prominent men of the county,

died here last Saturday afternoon. He
was o pioneer, having arrived in che

| State in 1850. He was a member of the
| last State Constitutional Convention, and
!a member of the Democratic Central
Committee at the time of his death. The
funeral took place yesterday, and was
one of the largest ever seen here, not-
withstanding the heavy showers of rain
that fell at the time.

Indians Not to BGlame.
TucsoN (Ariz.), Dec. 1.—The report
sent out that Apache Indians killed
Daniels and wounded Major Downing in

i the Chiracahua Mountains, turns out that
| the shooting was done by a man named

Fog, who wore moce

ns,

The Home Team Won.
, Los AxcELEs, Dee. 1.—The fourth
| game of the Los Angeles-San Francisco
| series to-day resulied in a victory for the
home team by a score of 7 to 2.

Rain ot Anderson.
ANDERSON, Dec. 1.—Rain began falling
here last evening, accompanied by a high
south wind, and .25 of an inch of water

tell. The farmers are happy.
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