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WAKEMANS WANDERINES

The Poet Traveler Presents Other
Pictures of Galicia.

The Petrolcum Flelds of Galicia—
Homes and Servants of the Polish
Nobility—Estate Laborers No Better
Than Serfs—Lowly Folk of Austrian

Poland.

[Special Correspondence of the RECORD-
UxnioxN. Copyright, 1892.]
LeMBERG, Galicia, April 7, 1892,

My original purpose in visiting Aus-
triah Poland was to inspect, at the invi-
iation of a friend, the new petroleum
tields of Northeastern Austria, and inci-
dentally to study the Galician lowly.

On first reaching Cracow a hasty trip
by rail to Kolomea, in the southeastern
corner of Galicia, a half-day’s walk from
the frontier of barbaric Dessarabia, dem-
onsirated that there was nothing of very
great interest to write of these industrial
developments.

An oil belt 300 miles in length and |
about twenty-five miles wide extends |

southeast from near Sanok, in Galicia,
along the Carpathian range of mountains.
it then passes between Bukovina and
Hungary, and therrce breaks away into
the Roumanian oil fields in detached
spurs of the Carpathians, It is perhaps
1,000 miles in length, and altogether forms
what is known in the geography of petro-
leum as the **Galician deposits’ and ter-
ritory of the *“*Austro-Roumanian refin-
eries,”

Until 1881 the operations were of the

most primitive character, consisting al- |

most exclusively of *“*hand digging’’ and
the “free fall” systems of sinking wells.
Atthe date named the Canadian systeif
of “pole tool drilling” was introduced,
and rapid development, backed by Eng-
lish capital and operated by Galician Po-
lish companies, resulted. All the steam
power macoinery is imported from Eng-
land. IEngineers and superintendents
have been brought from the Canadian oil
lields, and the tools, formerly supplied
from lianover, are now made in Galicia,

The flow of oil is not to be compared
with that of the average Pennsylvania
districts. It becomes most insignificant
when the great Russian wells of Baku
are taken into account. yet it is a fairly
profitable source of supply; has given
cinployment to thousands of Polish and
Ruthenian peasants, whose wages are
ninety Kkreutzers, or about thirty-six
cents per day, with a daily allowance of
two sticks of cordwood for fuel;.and I
ind the entire annual production of the
ian petrolenm fields equals two-
thirds of the total consumption by all
Austria.

In so far as these peasant employes,
who were too recently agriculturists,
woodsmen and mountaineers to have lost
«ny of their hereditary customs and char-
acteristies, gave opportunity of study of
the Galician peasantry, the large group-
ings of such lowly had interest. But my
researches among the peasant class were
chiefly carried on upon the large estates
and in the purely peasant villages.

The acceptance of three invitations as
guest at the homes of two noblemen and
one rich gentleman-farmer furnished op-
portunity to know slightly the aristocratic
country landlords, and to really see their
hinds or laborers and house servants as
they are. The latter ditffer in no impor-
tant respect from the laboring peasantry
of the villages, save that to me they seem
even moresoddenly stupid and servile.
At this time of the year the outdoor labor-
er still retains his winter clothing. Heis
a curious looking fellow. His hair is
cut either straight across his forechead,
or to a spear-like pointupon it, and grows
like a lion’s mane about his shoulders and
neck. .

His head-covering is a mangy fur hood,
often of squirrel skin, with the tail dan-
¢ling loosely upon his shoulders, or of
sheep or goatskin, with ths tieece side

next his head., A sort of greatcoat or robe {
hangs loosely from hisshoulders to below | by the peasant himself,

his knees. This is of the skin of some
animal, with the fur or hair next the
body. The reversed exposed side is cov-
ered with ancient layers of grease for pro-
tection against the sun and rain, If he
possesses undergarments of any sort,
they are shreds of rags, stufled with chaff
and straw.

He usually wears stockings of the
heaviest and coarsest material, and high-
legged, pointed shoes of huge propor-
tions. For not only are the precious hose
protected by ropes of straw wound from
above the knee to the ankle, but enough
chatl and wisps of straw participate in oc-
cupaney of his cavernous shoes to pro-
vide suflicient warmth, Aside from this
unique garb, his beard stands out from
his face a massy, wiry chevauwz-de-frise,

in which enough straw and chafl have |

lodged to provide an adequate
forter”” for his face and neck.
From a dozen to a score of thesgspeas-
ant animals seem to ve attached to every
large estate. If they have guarters—ex-
cept those who are married, who are pro-
vided with low, thatched wooden huts,
squalid and ftilthy beyond desecription—I
was not able to find them. They are

‘‘com=

“messed”” like hogs from the great house |

Kitchen in corners of the stables, and lie
down at night among the other animals,
with their straw ropes and hide
for bedding, wherever they are able to
find most congenial and comfortable
stabling.

Seridom is not supposed to exist in this
land, but I have a well founded suspicion
that something very like it is in vogue.
The wages of such laborers do not exceed
an average of thirty kreutzers per day,
perhaps twelve cents, although they are
glad enough*to get this. Each estate is

a steward or overseer,

provided with
who, like the Irish agent, adjusts mat-
ters so that human etfort is not permitted
to produce more than this kind of human
life is supposed to require. He hasa
storehouse filled with the rude require-
ments of these estate laborers—coats,
shoes, hose, belts, something that is
called tobacco and snutl, eaviare and vile
brandy. These areissued, after the man-
ner of our own exquisitely devilish
“truck’ system with miners, with such
discretion that the estate laborer is in life-
long debt, and is subject to the prison
and lash if he attempts to escape his
master and his obligation.

And yet the households sustained by
this lovely adjusument of human equities
and ethics are as serene and sweet as 1

have ever found. Wherever my host and |
I moved about the estates these white |
slaves first bent and kissed the hems of |
our greatcoats and then stood with bared |

heads in silence until we had passed. No

doubt this sort of thing gives the master |

a grand CUzar-like feeling, and it is lording
it cheaply, vesides,

So, too, within the mansions where the
servants are few in comparison with
similar establishmentsin other European
countries, when the somewhat Letter
conditioned white slaves, because better
housed and fed only, are not eternally
grabbing at one’s sleeve or coat skiris to
perform this osculatory reverence, they

beastly darkness into which the

don within five years last past.

coats |

have

been born. I found one woman ere, a

governess, whom I know to have been a

lashionable leaderin the *English circle”
in Berlin in 1552; while a tutor in another
establishment is an Oxford linguist, who
has published a creditable book in Lon-
Both of
them begged me in God’s name not to re-
(\iv_.?l their present whereabouts and con-
ition.

Outside of the great estates, the Galician
peasantry in general are of two distinet
races—the Kuthenians, of Russian de-

scent, aud the Poles. Their conditions

are equal, but they have rhany distinct |

characteristies. N either actually possesses
4 foot of soil. Most hold their patches of
ground, or huts, when they are simply
cotiers and laborers, at the will of the
lord; and rent is seldom collected in
money, for of money they have littie or
none. Field products are sometimes
taken in lieu of money, but rents are
usually, almost universally, collected in
labor, amounting to from 80 to 100 work-
ing Jdays in each year to each man.

1he Ruthenian is the tidier, thriftier,
more manful man of the two. His dress
is of coarse, hempen stuff, with his shirt

harging outside his trousers, with occa- !

sionally a sacklike coat made of the
coarse, long hair of the mountain sheep.
His feet are covered with mocecasins

pointed at the toes and laced from the toe !

to the ankle. He wears no stockings, but
loosely winds his legs with cora from his
ankles half way to the knees, where it
binds his baggy trousers closely. In the
summer he wears a straw hat, and in the
winter a Lapland hood. He is a coarse,
clean man, never fat, of splendid muscu-
ar development; wiry, active, alert, and
by all odds the best workman or laborer
in Galicia,

The Ruthenian woman has some odd
ideas of dress. The material is usually
of coarse linen. Her gown, which is in
reality her chemise, is open from neck to
knees and is belted in loose folds about
the waist, Another curious and distin-
guishing article of dress is her woolen
apron. She is never without this, but it
is worn behind, never in frout.

feet are shod like her husband’s—with
pointed and laced mocecasins. Her head,
in winter and summer, is always bound
ina gandy handkerchief, but she pos-
sesses no other article of clothing what-
ever, except a sheepskin coat for winter
use. What she lacks next her skin she
makes up in ornamentation. 1 have
counted more than a score of brass rings

on the fingers of her two hands. Her
earrings of hollow brass would hold |

enough oil to light the family fireside tor |

an evening; and her necklace of glass
or imitaidon coral beads, coiled a half
dozen
charming neck, isalways yards in length.

The Ruthenian *‘stove” isnothing more

nor less than a wigwam fire, which smol- |

ders continually upon a clay tloor in the
center of the hut. It is never
die out. A space about forty feet square
is laid with well-kneaded clay. The edges
are slightly raised. In the center oi this
the fire is lighted. All cooking utensils
are ranged about the fire and have no
other place. They f%re not many, for the
food of these Ruthenians consists almost
wholly of corn meal boiled in porridge or
baked in a cake resembling the Southern
corn “pone,”” and they rarely use other
condiment than salt.

The appearance and regimen of the Po-
lish peasantry, whether laborers about
the oil fields, woodsmen oragriculturist
are very difierent. The men are ofslowe
action, dark, ungainly, and wear mus-

tachois of great size and fierceness of ap- |

pearance. The women are bony, hard-
featured, save among the very youthful
maidens, with black, beady and restless
eyes. Neither men nor women are pleas-
ant in appearance or temper.

They have no distinctive dress, unless
rags may become by their universal use
distinctive. They are the most uncouth
and forbiddng lowly folk in their homes
or at lJabor I ever met. But none are so
poor as to not possess neat suits for Sun-
days, feast days and market time diver-
sion.  On these oceasions the women ap-
pear in cottons of the most striking col-
ors, Like the Ruthenian women, they
areloaded down with Brumagem jewelry,
and a green, yellow or red kerchief
turbans their heads, while the men in-
variably appear in black.

Oiten five to ten famnilies live under one
roof, but usually the doma, or house
which the Ruthenian calls his huda, is a
tiny hut of one room. All the furniture
in this--cots, stools, tables and chests—
are hand-made, and almost always made
There is invari-

{ably ane box on which he has lavished

his most loving art. Itcontains his keep-
sakes and treasures and all his kreutzers
and gulden. He never relinquishes the
key to this, and not even his wife knows
how little or great is the store it contains.

The Polish peasant’s stove is a square
box of stone or brick, with a square hole
in front and another square hole on top.
As his stove is more modern than the Ru-
thenian’s, his food is more varied and
better. Heis a lover of all vegetables,
and cabbage is almost a staple of food.
This is varied by his barsz sonp, oraveg-
etable soup containing chunks of pork,
and each Polish peasant is said to con-
sume half a ton of gorken, or encumbers
preserved with bay leaves and salt, every
year. Another meal of which he is very
tond, is potatoes and sour milk. The lat-
ter costs but rive kreutzers per quart, or
eight cents per gallon. He is a slave to

spirits, and the average Polish peasant |
consumes one gallon of vile German |

schnapps every week.

The houses of both Ruthenian and

| Polish peasants are but one story high,
| with

one room open to the roof. They
are made of slabs and bits of refuse tim-
ber fromn the mountain mills. These bits
are rudely mortised together. When the
inner structure is completed pegs are
driven into the sides. Clay mortar is
then thrown upon the pegs and pounded
until it is solid. The surfaces are then
wet and worked by hand and light mal-
lets until perfectly smooth and dry, when
the huts are whitewashed and thafched.
Little groups of these charmingly diver-

sify the often dreary Galician® landscape. |

EpGAr L. WAKEMAN.
[For the RECORD-UNION.}
TO MAE O—.
I am mad with dreams of thee,

Life is naught unless thou be mine,
Carrissima mia, Mae.

Love, for you I sadly sigh,
Morn and eve, then must [ die?
Carrissima mia, Mae.

Wilt thou then my misery end
Take me tor thy dearest friend,
Carrissima mia, Mae, y
—GALE BRAITH,
San Francisco, April 26, 1592

Berlin Congh Cure.

For coughs and colds and all lung and
throat affections this article has superior
merit. It is perfectly harmless, gives im-
mediate relief and cures the worst cases
in from two to three days. Indorsed by
our best {vhysici:mﬂ. Try a bottle and
you will always keep it. Price 50 cents a
bottle.

C. C. Liniment, the best remedy for
aches and pains.

Compound Sulphur Powder, the most
perfect laxative and eathartic known.
Gives instant relief in cases of constipa-
tion, indigestion, piles, biliousness, liver
troubles, rheumatism, gravel, ete., etc.
A great blood purifier and pleasant to the
taste. The W. H. Bone Company, San
Francisco, sole proprietors. {
& Co, Sacramento, sole agents.
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no stockings or under garments, but her !

times about her by no means |
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or serving yvou, ejaculating, with ducked ! C. g?}g}:{gﬁeﬁ %h;&en) Co.
Nos. 11 and mi3 Front Street, Sacrameato, Cal,

heads, *“‘lch Kust die hand!”
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etter class of girls, and s ¢ y
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and a French tutor. ete. : g
lent salaries, live on something like terms | _Our Sarsaparilla, Ircn and Viehy Water and
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JUSIC AND THE DRAMA

Post-Lenten Theatrical Season in
the Great Metropolis.

Some Successes and One Very Bad
Play—Hallen and Hart in *‘‘Later
On’’—Ilelen Barry as ‘“‘Her Lady-

ship’*—General Stage Notes.

A.P. Dunlop, writing from New York
under date of April 23d, says:
“The Post-Lent& theatrical season be-
gan really on liaster live at the Garden |
Theater, with the production of *Husband
fand Wife,” in which Cora Tanner has a
comedy that will be of good service to
her on the road. ‘Hearts,” the play to |
which was awarded the Herald prize,
| was used as a curtain-raiser. On Mon- |
! day five productions were given: ‘Across
the Potomac’ at the Twenty-third-Street
Theater; *The Child of Fortune’ at the
| Casino; ‘Polly Middles’
Street; ‘Count Casper’ at the Park and ‘A |
Joliy Sarprise’ at the Bijou. ‘Across the
Potomac’ is the result of a coalition be-
tween Colonel K. M. Alfriend of Virginia
| and

| manager of New York. Itisacrude and |
| tiresome melodrama, without a trace of |
| comedy in its make-up, and an entire ab-
| sence of motive in its plot. People meet
|and weep, or meet and fight furiously,
and at one tiine the auditorium is filled
with smoke of rattling volleys of mus-
ketry, and the stage strewn with victitus
|of the siage carnage, and yet neither
marked a turning point in the play, or
made even a climax, There are, how-
ever, some stirring eitects in the play, al-
though they have litile to do with the
story, and these the experienced hand of
Ot ger Pitou may manipulate into a
proiitable gallery success for the road by
and by. Robert Hilliard, Miss Alice
Iischer and Wm. Harcourt are alone
worth mention in the cast.

*“fhe Casino has returned to its legiti-
mate occupation, and is now furnishing
genuine comic opera which is a distinet
|gain 1o the cause of art in this ecity.

Saa

an opera comique. ‘The Child of KFor-
tune’ replaces it, and ail is now forgiven
the Aronsons for attempting to cater to a
vicious taste on the pari of heterogeneous
amusement seeliers. *“T'he Child of For-

best work that has yet come from the pen
of Carl Miloecker, who has a vein of
melody almost as rich as Johann Strau
and whose ochestration is now prac
cally unrivaled in the field of comic opera.
This operetta is now the rage of iZurope,
and it is the general opinion of the best
experts in New York that ‘The Child of
Fortune’ will, in a measure, repeat at the
Casino its Furopean success. The book

is bright, and its chief fault is length, |

which can be easily remedied. The mu- |
sic is incomparably the better part of !
*The Child of Fortune,” and is written on |
a higher plane than Miloecker ever be- |
fore reached. The melodies are not so
catchy and popular as the airs of the
perennial ‘Beggar Student,” but th
have a classical flavor and scope tl
makes them worthy of study.

**At Manager Dunlevy’s Park Theater
Charles 1. Ellis—who has for many years |
swuug around the dramatic one night |
circuit—made his Broadway debut in |
‘Count Caspar,” written for him by Her-
bert Hall Winslow. Why Mr. Eilis |
should leave the provincial one night '
stand is not quite apparent, for he is |
without doubt the worst dialect comedian |
that has so far been able to enjoy the lux-
ury of a metropolitan engagement. Mr.
Ellis is neither graceful, nor as most va-
riety men, a good dancer, and as he is to
remain at the Park for two weeks, his
Broadway advent will be expensive. Mr.
Winslow’s play, evidently written to fit |
the star, lacks interest and snap.

“A. C. Gunter’s much talked of comic
opera ‘Polly Middles,” for which W. W.
| Lowitz wrote the music, which gives evi-
| dence of spirit and oft times of clever-
| ness, introduces Miss Annie Pixley in

comic opera. She sang the music allotted
| to her with exquisite taste and discretion,
[and in a very pretty dance in the last act
| brought down the house. Mr. Gunter's
Idevice of converting a lot of intensely
| practical, present day people into corre-
sponding characters in the antigue world
is by no means a new one, but he has car-
ried it out cleverly, and the ‘fantastic op-
eretia’ will probably prove & money win-
ner.

“The greatest popular success of the
five novelties was undoubtedly made by
Miss Fanny Rice, who was greatly ad-
mired while in the Casino company, and
who seems not to have been forgotien by
her metropolitan friends. She was given
a very hearty reception—in fact, a genu-
ine ovation—and at once established her-
self as a prime favorite. The play, ‘A
Jolly Surprise,” written for her by Arthur
Wallack, was also warmly received, and
both star and play have been unanimously
praised by all the New York newspa-
pers.

|
|
|
|

at the Fourteenth |

Augustus Pitou, the well-known !

*Uncle Celestin’ was a noisy monstrosity |
and beiter fitted to Bowery houses than |
the only place we have which approaches |

tune, in short, is in many respects the | Tinineg
i o =~ SUS 2 | > i 1
1ne, short, is 3 bec | tour of America during the season of

“At many of the other play houses
changes were also made on Monday. At |
Harrigan’s Theater the ever popular Ed- [
ward Harrigan revived his popular play |
‘Reilly and the 400 At Herrmann’s '
Charles Frohman brought ‘Mr. Wilkin- |
son’s Widow’ for a short run, and at the
Third Avenue Theater Major Charles .
Rice dropped in for a week with Barney
Ferguson in ‘MeCarthy’s Mishaps., 1t
has been an unusually busy week, and
all the theaters with the exception of
‘Incog’ at the Standard haye done well.”

“IER LADYSHIP,”
| Helen Barry has signed a contract with
| Messrs. Nixon & Zimmerman, Philadel-
phia, to produce at their Broad-street
Theater on Monday, May 16, 1802, a new
comedy, entitled “Her Ladyship,’”” by H.
Grattan Donnelly.

The contract calls for one of the strong-
est companies ever gotten together. The
production in the way of scenery and
surroundings will be very elaborate, mak-
ing this one of the most noiable theatrical
events of the year,

The comedy was written expressly for
Helen Barry, and so pleased was she with
the work that on reading the manuscript
she purchased the acting rights for five
thousand dollars.

It 1s a comedy of American society life,
introducing American polities in which
her ladyship, an English woman of
aristocratic birth, visits this country for
the first time, becomes interested in the
success of an American gentleman who
is a candidate for the United States Sen-
ate. Unbeknown to him she joins forces
with his political agent and brings about
an unearthing of political schemes which
are full of the most amusing situations,

“LATER ON.,”
Hailen & Hart, two of the most suc-
i cessful of all those who have devoted
{ their talents purely to farce comedy, will
present their new version of the faumous |
skit, *Later On,” in Sacramento in the
{ near future. These capable fun-makers
j are now so well known and liked that no
| special flattery iIs necessary to attract
| general interest. Aside from their own
| individual merits, they have always sur-
rounded themseives with the cleverest
of performers and singers, with the re-
sult of an entertainment that has stood
out among the rest of its class with sin-
gular virtues and suceess. This year they

have added to the many bright musical
numbers and humorous incidents of the

i
i

variegated piece of last year with a view |

of making an even greater success of the |
irm name in their cherished skit “Later |
On.” The company numbers twenty- |
| two people, all of whom are active memn- |
| bers, and who can sing, dance and enter-
{ tain. The costumes are new and attract-
!ive in design, and the girls who form the
| chorus have been chosen with a fine re-
| gard to looks as well as voice, and nearly,
{if not quite all the music, songs and
{ dances are original. An atiractive musi-
| cal novelty will be a gavotte cailed “The
| Sweet Robin Gavotte,” in which the
| dance is directed by singing birds, !
| birds are not actual songsters o! fleshand
biood, bat their counterfeits in mechani-
ical shapes with remarkable imitation of

The |

{
|
| voice. Another tuneiul conceit is a sere-
l nade with auto-barp embellishment,

REERS Sl

STAGE NOTES.

Marie Jansen is to leave the Francis
Wilson Company.

John Robinson’s great circus is to be
here in July or August.
«Agnes Hauntington made a great hit in

Paul Jones” in San I“rancisco.

The sterling young actor, Joseph S.
Hayvorth, closed his season last week.
. Next season Gus Williams is to appear
in a new eccentricity called **April Fool.”

Miss Siedensticker has brought suit
against the Hanlon Brothers for §10,000
for libel,

Stuart Robson closes his season, the

most prosperous he has ever had, at Buf-
falo, May 7th,

Fanny Davenport has sent $250 to the
Woman’s Executive Committee of the
Actors’ Fund Fair.

90 in the Shade” is a new farce-com- |

edy wriiten by Lew Rosen and Eduard
Holst soon to be produced.

Miss Alice Livingston denies the re-
ports that she is either going to get mar-

| ried or retire from the stage.

“Rory of the Hill,” James Connor
Roaen’s new Irish play, was produced ai
Hartiord April 18th, and made a hit.

Adelaide Prince of Augustin Daly’s

company obtained an absolute divorce |

from her husband last week.

1 r Mr. Prince
is a furrier,

During R. B. Mantell’s engagement at |

the Park Theater, Philadelphia, he will
produce Espy W. Williams’ one act trag-
edy “Parthasins.”

“*Sinbad’” continues to do a very large |
business in the Northwest where it has |

piayed to more money than any other
organization this season.

. Selina Fetter, Alexander Salvini’s lead-
ing lady, owing to a sprainel ankie, has

retired from the Salvini Company, and |

Belle Archer has taken her place.

George W. Lederer and Professor Herr-
mann have transterred their lezal battle
about the ownership of that dreadiully
bad play “U and 1” to the Philadelphia
court.

Hoyt’s *“A Trip to Chinatown” is still
running to full houses at Hoyt’s Madison
Square Theater. The two hundredth con-
secutive performance is to take place Fri-
day, May 20th.

atie Emmet seems to be having a
Very prosperous season in the South. At
every stand she is greeted with packed
houses and her receptions amount to
perfect ovations.

The new play, “Irish Inspiration,”
which will be produced at the New York
People’s Theater, May 23d, by Manager

Ariel Barney has returned from Lon-
don, having engaged the Royal Court
Theater Company, headed by Brandon
and Weedon Grossmiih, ior a

1843,

Charles H. Hoyt's newest play. “A
Temperance Town,” is doing a tremend-
ous business in the West. It wiil not be
seen in New York until the opening of
the Hoyt Madison Square Theater, Octo-
ber 3lstes

Jefferson George, husband of Bertha |

Ricei, the singer, died in Texas last week,
aged 39 years. Mr. George was a news-
paper man, and married Miss Ricei about
three years ago, but recently they were
Separated,

The wedding of Mrs. Carrie Belle Teffit,
the daughter of Edward . Rice, and Ed-
win Albert Scroeder, the only son of ex-
Mayor F. A. Schroeder of Brooklyn, took
place April 14th in the chantry of Grace
Chureh, New York City.

“The Gray Mare,” an English play,
which is soon to be produced at the New
York Lyceum,is being rehearsed by Miss
iidith Kenward, the clever English ac-

| tress now playing in Cora Tanner’s Hus-

band and Wife Company

The losses of Mury Iastlake, the ac-
tress, on her tour in the United States,
were so heavy that she has been com-
pelled to call a meeting of her ereditors at
London. Five shillings in the pound has
bden offered, and will probably be ac-
cepted.

Nellie MecHenry’s four weeks just
ended at the New York Bijou Theater in
*“A Night in the Circus,” turned out very
profitable in spite of Lent and Barnum’s
Circus, both of *vhich usually play sad
havoe with things theatrical. She is to re-
turn to the metropolis for two more
weeks, and then after a short rest she
goes westward, playing in San Francisco
late this summer.

Albert Bruning, Mr, Mantell’s leading
man, is receiving high praise from the
press of the couniry, especially for his
performances of Iago, Chateau Renaud
and Volage. He was the leading support
of Edwin Booth, during his engagement
at Berlin, and was by him recommended
to Mr. Barrett, who engaged him as a
member of the Booth and Barrett Com-
bination for two years.

Rehearsals of the coming extravaganza
“Ali Baba,” which will be produced at

the Chicago Opera-house about the 1st of |

June, are now in progress, under the su-
pervision of David Henderson.
American Extravaganza Company isstill
on a tour with “Sinbad,”” but regular re-
hearsals of the new piece are being daily
held, and the bailet and the chorus are
being drilled in their next season’s du-
ties by Signor Marchetti, the maitre de
ballet, and W. H. Batchelor, the musical
director of the organization.

The gentlemen who selected the Herald
prize play are being pulled severely over
the coals, because **Hearts’’ has not made
a hit. While the play reads very prettily
itds colorless when upon the stage, and it
is just this difficulty of judging a play in
type which opens the door to so many
failures, and has cost each of tke gentle-
men in question many thousand dollars.

| If they are not able to select one gooa

play for themselves, out of the many
hundred of plays sent them by trained
dramatist or writers, how can they be ex-
pected to q«) so for any one else, from a
heap of plays sent by all the seribblers in
the country.

s s e e
[For the RECORD-UNION.]
ODE TO THE EARTHQUAXE,

Eehold the earthquake, where he shakes,
Regurdless of expense !

At early morn, or dewy eve, he quakes
Both here and there, and hence.

Erstwhile the people flee, nor stay
To look before they leap;

They leave the pitchfork in the hay—
The mutton on the sheep.

The sinner drops the brimming bowl,
The saint his upeast eye;

And all neglect the neeaful soul
Whiely lacketh wings to fly.

The Christians hie from church away—
The heathens to the heath;

While every preacher, prone to pray,
Still stands from underneath,

O, brethren ! in that awfui hour,
Whilom the temblor tems,

Why will ye shy with all your power,
And eke with all your limbs?

No castle e’er was shaleen down
Which hath withstood till now—
No Vi ze, bamlet, ham or town,
Which hath eseaped, lies low,
So, hence I =ay, in tearful strain,
“Vale, Vacaville! adiea!”
And, with a seismie sigh again,
“Here's to you, Dixon, too!”

—SQUINK.

Hard to swal-
low — the‘ ig;'mg,
riping cold-fesh-
;g::"?-.'l bpiil; and
that's not the
hardest part of
it, either. Your
troubles are only
beginning wken
you get it down.
I1t’s all non-
sense. You can
t more good,
gzd without bav-
Ing to suffer for it, with Dr. Pierce's Pleasant
Pellets. Not merely temporary good, but
belp that lasts. In a perfectly easy and nat-
way they cleanse and regulate the whole
g’s’.am, end keep it regulated, Sick aod
ilious Headache, Constipation, Indigestion,
Bilious Attacks, and ail derangements of the
liver, stomach and bowels are promptly re-

lieved and anently cured.
They're the origina lyLiver Pills, the small-
est, easiest and best to take—and they're the

for they're raniced to give
or your mmmey is returned.

vest-pocket remedy, in small
vinls,p&fmlyonwfgal%on

Mart lanley, is the work of John Walsh |
{and Howard P. Taylor.

The |

EOFFHMAN'S HUMOR.

Qur Old Correspondent Comes to the
Front Again,

The Story Ile Picked Up On a Very

Hazy Morning in

Marysville.

[Special Correspondence ReCORD-UNTON.]

To-day I happened into the Golden
State office—a habit which has grown
upon me lately—and began reading the
exchanges—another habit of mine—and
the first thing I saw, almost, was an item
under the head of “*Information Wanted.”

Whenever 1 see, in the papers, that
some poor, benighted, modest person
wants information, 1 straightway read on
| to the end with the intention of finding
out just what sort of information the
person wants and then giving it to him,
or her, as the case may be. Iam not a
stingy, vain and indifferent man, Iknow
that the great heaps of information that I
| have stored up in my think tank have
been secured by years of patient research,
when the rest of the world had its eyes
shut, or was looking the other way; but
because this piece of knowledge repre-

| sents an eye as black as the night’s Plu- |

tonian shore, and that one a tooth or two,
| and the others represent handfuls of bair
tand language that would stun a pile-
| driver, Iam mnot going to kecep what I

know locked up and of no use toany-
| body but the owner. I like to be of sonie
¥1xsc in this world of useless things, and
{ my mental ragbag is a ¥S open to
| those who need a few bright, nicely-col-
{ ored fag ends of wit and philosophy for
the crazy patchwork of their lives. «

n

not know whether to forward the desired
information or not.
head mentioned was to the eflect thatany-
{ body knowing the whereabouts of my-
| self would confer a great favor by send-
ing my address to the editor of the afore-
sald exchange, who, by the way,is a
siranger to me.

A favor! Well, maybe so, maybe so.
There are favors and favors.
I a little thing like this is a great favor to
| the party ot the first part, and the party
| of the second part is notinit. Some-

times it is the other way. I am very sus-
| picious when I read press notices asking
{ for information concerning my where-
| abouts, As soon as I read them I
begin to wonder whether that namesake
of mine in Yolo County has been misbe-
having himself, and when an editor
wants to know, I ain doubly suspicious.

I am not popular with editors, except
at a distance. l.ditors seem to get too ta-
miliar with me, as it were, and familiar-
ity breeds contempt—also scabs. Some-
times the scabs are bred on my- nose,
sometimes on the editor’s. It depends
somewhat upon the way the editor shows
| his contempt. If be does it with a club,
| or an anvil in each hand, or a gunny-sack
| half filled with plate matter and dead
{ ads., T wear the scab. But if he shows his
| contempt by crawling under the table and
| shying the paste brush at me, he wears
| the seub. The ultimate result often de-
| pends upon which one of us gets under
| the table first. ; :
Onece, when an editor was showing his

|
|

| contempt for me we both got under the |

same taple at the samie time. It is im-
possible at this late date to accu-
rately describe my feelings on that occa-
sion—or his’n.

But to return to the main point of the

argument. What I should like to know
| is this: Why does the editor of the ex

2

change referred to desire my addres
Does he think I am the lost Charlie Ross?
Does he wish to oftfer me a controlling in-
| terest in his paper? Does he owe mea
debt which he is very anxious to get off’
{ his hands? Does he want me tosign a
{ contract to supply his paper with three

columns weekly of bright
\original humorous matter at more than
| usual rates, with the privilege of sending
| one copy to each of my forty-three cous-
lins in Texas? Does he possess a burn-
ing desire to do something for me which
will result to my great personal advan-
tage ? Does he wish to make me his heir?

If so, I am HERE.

But let us not be too hasty. If he does
not wish me to accept an interest in his
paper, nor owes me a cent, nor has a con-
tract for me to sign, nor has an intflam-
matory desire to do anything for ine, nor
wishes to make me his heir, but holds a
note against me, or some other man’s
note indorsed by me, or wishes to show
his contempt for me by breeding a secab
{ on my nose, or has relatives who want to
| take something out of my hide, oris in
| cahoots with a constable who has a war-
rant for my arrest, or has a whole raft of
marriageable daughters—I am not here—
I have been dead tor, lo,these many yeurs.

The Sierra Nevada Mountains, I sup-
pose, are looking very grand just now.
I met a man from Woodland a few days
{ ago and mentioned it to him, and he said
it was even so. He said he frequently
took a spyglass and looked away off at
the hills, and it was all so grand that he
could smell the tarweed and hear the
chipmunks singing as they tiew around,
building their nests in the mosquito
bushes, It has been more than a year
since I was in the Sierras, and I should
like to smell the tarweed again. A poet
would say he would like to smell the
dandelions or the thistles or the cow-
slips, but I am not a poet, and I care
very little for the lions and cows
of my native heath. Tarweed is my
| favorite posy. When I left the mount-
i ains I had a little sprig of it, and when I
went down into Arizona, Mexico and
Lower California I earried it along. .Ever
and anon, when 1 felt biue and the Chile-
pepper stews of the Mexicans were grad-
ually and cautiously boring holes through
my midriff, { would get it out and smell
of it. If there were any other old Sierra
Nevada desperadoes around, which was
generally the case, they would smell
of it, too, and we wounld sniff and shed
tears over it between drinks. One horny-
handed old fellow that I metin Mexico
begged so hard for it that I gave it to him,
and he sold me a silver-mounted six-
shooter, with five notches in the handle,
for only $2 75 more than it cost him.

He said he hadn’t smelled tarweed for
so long that it seemed like old times to
get a sniff of it once more. And then he
told me that he lived at Montezuma Hill
long years ago; that his wife was worn
out by the long tripacross the plains and
died at Sacramento. Then he took his
little eight-year-old son and went up to
Montezuma kill. For a year or so little
Bobby got along all right, and then he
was sick for a long time, and then Death
took him. and then—and then the heart-
broken father dug alittie grave under the
pines, where the ground was covered
with a mass of tarweed, and planted him.

“*1s'pose I couldn’t find little Bobby's
erave now,” he said, “and I don’t know’s
I’ll evertry. When Bobby up an’ died
his pore old father was a man—a strong
an’ lissom wman. His hands was clean.
’Pears like as if I went back an’ stood by
Bobby’s grave he’d be ashamed of my
hands ’cause I've seen some terrible
tough times since then, an’ there’s bin
times when the fingers I puli my triz-
gers with wasall covered with corns. Lord
how this little bit of dry tarweed brings
it all back again! It makes me feel pow-
erful weak!”’

If T were not relating an “ower true
tale” I might weave a very nice littie ro-
mance out of this desperado, the little
grave under the pines and the tarweed. I
might say that an hour later the man was
shot, and that when dying he requested
somebody to opeun his shirt on the left
side and unfasten the little packageo
pinned there and hold the tarweed close
to his nose; and then I might make the
rough, bearded men shed tears and pass

scene 10 a close with a cry of “My wife!
My ch—ild?’ and death to slow music by
the fiddler.

But I am not Bret Harte. I think
there would be less tender feet in the
West, armed with bowie knives in their
boots and 22-ealiber pops in their pock-
ets, if there was not so much of Mr. Bret

of the sort occurred. For all I know, to

However, at the present writing I do | ( § le
| Lane had alivery stablein 'l
The itein under the |

Semetimes |

clean, and !
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the contrary, the old man is still power-
ful weak, and going around ecutting
notehes in some more six-shooters for the
benetit of fresh, trustful and unsophisti-
cated tourists who have left Boston and
New York with exaggerated ideas of the
wide and woolly West.

A few weeks ago [ went up to Marys-
| viile to see how things looked, and hear
the people discuss what they term the
dam appropriations, and while at a hotel
in that city I met 2 gentleman who said
| he was an intiinate acquaintance of an-
| other gentleman whose mother was one
|
|
|

of the members of that part of the Don-
i ner party that didn’t get caught in the
snow, but escaped by the skin of their
| teeth. As John Stark, the hero of Don-
ner Lake, was brother to my own grand-
tather, we naturally fell to talking about

the horrors of that awful experience. I |

asked whether it was really true that
Edward Reynolds and Amos Lane of
Trackee, with the assistance of C. I'. Me-
Glashan and Stewart McKay, had, nearly
a year ago, unearthed the money buried

ter of 1846-47, when one of the Reed party
proposed that a game of encher should be
played to decide who should possess it.
The man said ‘“No.” He said a great
| deal more than that, and gave me to un-

derstand that the whole thing was a base |
out with | > 2 2 u: 2 i
and admirably adapted for invalids

plot, gotten up and carried
inalice aforethought. e said that Amos
ruckee, and as
business was slack just then, and prom-
ised to remain so, tie « Amos put his
head into an incubator and the base plot
was hatched; that Amos and Reynolds
picked out the spot where the money was
to be discovered, and tixed it, and then
when the sign was right they went there
in a careless sort of way and discovered
it. It was one of the easiest discoveries
ever made. Columbus, De Soto, Pi-
zarro and Jack the Giant Annihilator,
never had so easy a job in their lives.
Even the feats of Hercules paled before it
in point of ease, and we all know that
| the tasks by which Hercules achieved his
fame were the essiest in the world, be-
cause they were never performed. - Her-
cules was gotten up by the ancients to
advertise a particalar brand of blasting
powder.

Of course everybody wanted to see the
spot where the money was found. To
get there rigs were needed. Amos Lane
had rigs in his stabie, so Amos hired out
his rigs. Guides to find the spot and
point out the points of interest and look
after the rigs were necessary. Amos
Lane had guides, so the people went to
Amos Lane and got guides. What Rey-
noids got is not known. Maybe he got
| the old coins that were exhibited, be-
cause nobody has heard anything of
them since.

The man who told me all this was al-
most warm, in fact nearly too warm, in
his indignant protest against the base
plot.  He added that no matter how
many snow-conquering machines Amos
Lane might make to carry the mails in
winter he could never make amends for
the way he took the slackness out of
business, and as tfor MeGlashan, that
wicked authority on poker, as she is
played, would stub his toe some day,
while running the Truckee Republican,
and fall down and burst.

I don’t know whether this man told me
the truth or not. I hope he didn’t. Itis
the first time I ever hoped a man was a
liar., It was very early in the morning
when he told me—along about 4:10 1
should judge. 1 know I looked at the
three clerks that hung on the wail about
{ that time, and made several remarks
about the time to the three clocks that
were standing behind the register about
that time. At 4:30 in the morning things
are a little apt to appear somewhat hazy
and distorted, as though one’s neck was a
cotton string and one’s head weighed
but what am [ writing about anyway.
Let us say that it was a hazy morning—a
very hazy mornirg, and quit the subject.

A. V. HorrMAN.

Stockton, April 24, 1892,

Al childron enfoy a drink of

Hires’ Root Beer.
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A 25 cent package makes 5 gallons of this delicions
drink. Don’t be deceived if a dealer, for the sake
of larger profit, tells you some other kind is
“Just s good "—"tis false., No imitation is as goed
as the genuine IIRES’,
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rates.
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1016 to 1020 Second street.
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We heat build-
ings by a new and
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SACRAMENTO.
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4c¢ per Dozen.
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PLAZA CASH GROCERY

Cor. Tenth and J Streets.

-

Fresh Butter, 25
roll.

Full-weight TFresh Dairy Butter,
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CHARI 5 I. LOWELL,

1623 1 street, Sacramento, Cal,

&%~ Colts broke and handled for Speed,

THE AUSTRALIAN THOROUGHBRED STALLIONS,

IDALIUM

(Full brother to Sir Modred and Cheviot. ! eing
by Traducer, dam Idalia, by Cambuscan),
——AND——

MERRIW A

(By Goldsbrough, sire of 112 winners in Auss
tralia, dam Habena, by Yattendon, sire
of the great Chester and hosts
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at AGRICULTURAL PARK,
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