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WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS,

To Rich and Poor — The Children's
Milestone — Founder Christ’s Un-
selfishness—Joys of Giving—Enrter

ing into Homes of Destitution.

Christmas is probably the only festival
of the Church that receives
versal recognition. The observance of
Jaster each year becomes more general,
but it still falls far behind The Birthday
in popularity. Saints’ days are
cally unknown, except to Roman Catho-

|
|

| Gees
almost uni- |
grandmother should renew their youth |

practi- |

lics and some Episcopalians; but ““from |

Greenland’s icy mountains to India’
coral strand,’”” wherever the Christian re-
ligion has been preached, Christmas is
the joy time of the year.
It was not always so. The memory ()f
man readily goes back to the timme whe
Christmas was as nothing to the _\%\\
iinglanders in comparison to 'l‘hanl;ﬁ;n‘-
ing Day. In some hearts the Puritan

,.

festival still holds the first place, but the |

Christias feast follows close after 1t.
There are many reasons for this.
the devout souls the day commemorates
the birth of the Peace-Bringer, and there
is an undercurrent of unspoken joy In
their hearts that is not due to the out-
word and visible signs of Christmas.
1o the poor it is nnu of the few bright
spots in a long and dreary winter—a sea-
son whe
and hands and send
homes of the hungry.
CHRISTMAS IS DEAREST TO CHILDREN,
To the children—ah, what is it not to
the children? It is their golden mile-
stone, the landmark from which they
measure everything. As soon as they
stop looking back to one Christmas, they
begin lmmnw forward to another.
atmosphere ol mystery—always (hlwln-
ful to a child—enshrouds the Yule-tide.
it is more than a family hering and a
bie dinner and presents and candy un-
limited. It is the Christ-Child, and Santa
Claus, elves and fairies, singing angels
and kneelin
and gift-be:
hem and a manger, *‘a sleighful y
and eight tiny re 'ndeu.” all blended in
the blisstul confusion impossible outside
of a child’s brain, that knows not rever-
ence or irreverence, but bestows wonder
and love with impartial generosity upon
Christian story and pagan myth. ¥
So it is, after all, to the children that
Christmas is dearest. Next afier them it
is most loved“by those who have never
Jost the childish heart, those greatly to be
envied ones who still feel “*Christmas in
their bones’ as the holiday comes around
and rejoice in the joy of others more
keenly than in their own
the true meaning of Christmas is lost as
soon as the element of seltishness finds a
place in the celebration. KEven the chil-

To

bounty

ring Magi, a Star of Bethle-

dren soon learn this, and they are de-
frauded if this lesson is not early and
tenderly brought home to them. They

must not be deprived of the joys of giv-
ing, and they will not be slow to learn
t their merry-making is sweeter and
gayer for the thought that by sending
happiness into the homes of the ng cedy
theyv have made themselves one with the
spirit of the Founder of the feast-day,
whose whole life was one continuous
gift. The sweet solemnity of the thought
will not cloud the mirth. It will, ifitis
rightly taught and apprehended, be the
brimming drop in the cup of happiness
ofold and y mm,‘.:.
THE SELFISH AND SOLITARY SHRINK.
To one or two classes of people Christ-
mas brings little or no joy. The seltish
and the solitary shrink from it. T'o the
former its observance would mean a

drain upon purse and sympathies that he |

does not wish to meet. To the latter it
brings contrasts too sharp not to be pain-
ful.

With the selfish, man—or woman—can
do little. If the gentle example, the

en the well-to-do open their hear!s |
into the |

An |

| time when young and old

Press, New York,

'iin('rs for awhile for anything but quiet.

.ater in the evening they w ill feel nmore
d1~p()~(- 1 for active exer 'i‘--'c. Then is the
inrow qQignity
enter beartily into the
Dumb Crambo,” *“Shonting
Proverbs,” *Blind Man’s Butf,” and
ven "l'u» in the Corner” and ‘““Ifox and

"

to the winds and
deligbts of **

1 hn- Christmas evening would be in-
complete n it did not with the
“Virginia Reel,” from which none may
be excused. fiven the grandfather and

close

and go up the middie and down .M:in
with the youngsters who have barely
quitted the nursery.

APPROPRIATE CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

Affectionate Giving — Useful Hand-
Made and Home-Designed Presents
—Make
Christmas Donations From Country
Friends.

Early Purchases — Valued

There are several <(m-xdvmt ons that
g0 to make up the value of a Christmas
gift, entirely independent of the -price
paid for it.

1e of these is the spirit in which it is |

given.
simply because it is exp
cause of a real aile
flowers out in the shaps of
valueless, no matter how
has cost.

cted, and not be-
oction or esteem that

much money it

Another consideration is the appropri-
ateness. You may your
most devotedly, Buat if you present a
smoking-cap to a man who never smokes,
or a teapot to a woman who abhors the
Chinese herb, or a spectacle-case to the
one who never uses g they will
probably and
that your good will is in excess of your

love

SSCS
Sy

one

| perceptive qualities.

-attle, worshipingshepherds |

of toys |

Still
a gift,

a third consideration adds value to
Something that is the work of the

donor’s own hands almost always posses- |

ses a value in the ey of the recipient
quite beyond that of a ]Hlllhl\(«l ift.
The retlection that love and tt u)u;_;m Thad
gone

into the making of the gift en-

‘w

| hances its preciousness.

happiness, for |

‘l‘y

| picion of stinginess, neither does s} el | t,h“ 'rm”]““" place of the cconomically
| sSpose
| that she can with justice to herself and | s 1(,,-‘ \"',' se all
others expend upon the luxury of giving | ¥ Bt this is an_expense of time.
the money she should reserve for the | ¢V People can afford to wrap and tie
y S E i y ¢
payment of just debts and for the pur- the gifts that are exchanged between
hasa ol et ool nlu mlx »lclT of th‘e same houschol i Butisb
should always be done with gilts that are
EAT HOME PR 7T 7S :
NEAT HOME PRODUCTIONS. nt .m.u. and a great deal of fun can be |

kindly word fail to move him, one can |

“

10 farther,
nilies” is

but the solitary when “‘set
no longer solitary, and
here are few homekeepers who do not
have it in their power to admit at least
one guest to the Christinas dinner. No
one but just such a lonely one can tell
just what such a “‘taking in’’ means to
him or to her.
C nn tian, open thy heart and door
Cry Iast and West to the wanderi poor,
Whoever thou art whose need is great,

1 e of Christ, the compassionate

In the
And merciful one, for tuee 1 wait.

And the poorest of all may be those
whose purses are full.

CHRISTMAS AMUSEMENTS

Afterncon Walks and Friendly
City Matinees — Country Coasting
Sleighing and Skating—Hot Evening
Suppers—**Blind Man’s Bufl,” ‘‘Puss
in Corner,”” for
Sports — Grandvarents Tots

Vhirling

Calls—

“Fox and Geese”?
and
in the Virginia Reel.

Christmas morning is generally
filled by the inspection of stdckings and
the examination of presents, When the
family partake of a noonday dinner they

well |

usually feel little inclination for exercise |

in the afternoon.
proaches,
reach the point when a long walk seems
to be needed as a restorative,

The late afternoon is also a pleasant time
for friendly calls. It is not every house to
which one would care to go on Christmas
Day, and all guests would not be wel-
come. Only intimate friends should ex-
change calls at such a time, and nearly
every one knows some one whose Christ-
mas may have been saddened .by memo-
ries, and to whom the sight of a kindly
face, the sound of a :s,\'nu:.nhcnc voice
\nll ceme as a boon.

After such a walk or such visits, there
is a strong probability that the very per-
sons who rose from the dinner-table de-
claring they would not ecare to see food
gain for at least twenaty-four hours will
return home ready for supper.

The case is diiferent with those who
lnmh in the middle of the day and re-
serve the chief feast of Christimas for a
later hour. They have a long afternoon
in which to amuse themselves. In the
city they frequently pass it at the mati-
nee, anc porLa,m there is no pleasanter
fashion of spending time. In the coun-
try. where such enjovments are out of
reach, it is easy enough to find amuse-
ment if the weather has been suthi
cold to make ice that will bear skaters,
Or, if there has fallen a heavy snow, the
joys of coasting and ~lm~~hxng are not to
be despised. Indeed, when the moon is
kind enough to be near the full on Christ-
mas Day, such sports may well be pro-
longed through the evening, and
with a merry, I ot supper at lhe home of
some hospitable hcuseholder.

Shou!d the weather prove unfavorable
for outdoor sports, the dweller8 in the ru-
ral distriets must make the most of such !
entertainment as is possible aiso to the |
residents ol cities who spend their even- |
ings at home.

"I'his night, of all others, is theone upon |
“l ich to have the oid sporis. The hearty |
6 o’clock dinner will probably produce a

As the evening ap- |
however, they will probably |

{ make Christmas

|

“end | |

|

|

And the moral of all this, as the Duchess
in “Alice in Wonderland’”” would say, is
that it behooves the people who mean to
recognize Christmas by presents to firinly
resolve, in the first place, to make no
gifts out of regard for appearances, or
irom any motive except that of a desire
to cause happiness to some one the y love
or honor; in the second place, to bestow

enough thuu'rht upon the presents they
do givetoinsuretheir comme nding them-
selves by their appositeness; and last)

but not least, to ”l(\l\t‘ with their own
hands as miany of the gifts as possible.
COMMON SENSE IN BUYING,

Christmas gifts should never be a bur-
den; but, alas! the v often are.
woman of light puarse looks forward to
the holiday season with positive dread,
foreseeing the expense she can ill atford
to bear.

“I don’t recover from the
Christmas for three or four months,’
laments one of these unfortunates, whose
generosity is sadly out of proportion to
er income.

*The only time in the yea

rwhen I wish

that I had tewer friendsand relativesis at |
the |

Christmas-time,’
same stammp,
This is all wrong.
time of the year
i[ burdens too heavy
vhat has one to do

sighs another of
The blessed peace-
to be borne. Yet

circle and many {riends?  She does
not wish to lay herself open to the sus-

A commnion suggestion offered to such a
problem is the suggestion that the pres-
ents shm;l 1 be home-made. The woman
who is skilled with brush or pencil may,
indeed, evolve calendars, photogr
cases, picture-frames and easel
card-trays, and scores of other

dainty giits from cardboard, drawing-
paper, ink and paint. The cost of ma-
terials need not be large.

Far different is the case with the woman
who can only wield a needle, no matter
how skillful she may be in its use. With
the best will in the world the fabric for a
nandsome gift eannot be purchased ex-
cept at a rate that pulls hard upon her
I)llr €

I stood in a Broadway shop one day
during the last helidays, and in the inter-
val of waiting that elapsed between the
payment for my purchase and the return
of my parcel and change, 1 watched with
interest the mental struggles of a woman
near me.

She was plainly, rather poorly dressed,
and as she vxpinnul to the not gver-
sympathetic saleswoman, she wished to
buy some ribbon for a pincushion. It
was seven inches square, of yellow sati: 2
with white e over it, and there must
be a bow of satin ribbon at each corner.

There was something pathetic in the
dismay of her face when, after having
matched the sample of yellow satin in
ribbon of the width she wished, she found

that the four yards needed for the four !

bows \\'nlld cost a dollar and thirty
ents,  She was still hesitating when I
came away.

This is a sample of
known to all won

the experiences

gifts.
HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS,

The best plan to pursue, consi lering all
things, is to buy ('hrlst'h.u gifts e: ulv in
the season, and to pick up little trifles
that commend themselves by their beauty
and cheapness. After youe xamine your
purchases you will seldom fail to find that
many of them will just suit friends con-
cerning whose gifts you have been in un-
certainty. A pretty cup and saucer for
this oue, a memorandum book for an-
other, a lette r-opener or a courtp laster
case for a third, a paper-weight or a letter
for a fourth,

(& Al,,

While large and h:m-;is--n e gifts, like
sofa-cushions, worked toot-rests, table-
covers, and the like, ca .m-r' be made ex-

cept at considerable expense,
smaller ‘gifts that neced cost
woman who knows how
work, hemstitching and fringing
as embroidery,

piece of fine linen and a handtul of silks,
She can produce bureau and sideboard-
covers, toilet sets, doilies, center-pieces,
rving-cloths, tray-cloths, and a variety
of other dainty tritles. The chief expense
about many of these things is the stamp-
ing—an expense that is removed in the
nan who cm draw her own
designs or possesses a *‘stamping outfit,”

TO COUNTRY DWELLERS,

But somze one may say, **All this is
very nice for the p«'op’o who are in town,
ln.t what shall be done in m-ep.snng

‘hristmas gifts by those who live in the

are
The

less,

as well

i

| country, and cannot pick up baagains at

every corner ?”’
Then send what you can get,

I wonder that more country people do !
they can do |
There are few city |
| people who would not appreciate the gify |

! not a.ppxn ciate how much
with what they have.

{of a box orbagof chestnuts, walnuts,
hickorynuts, bmteruux;, hazelnuts or
beechnuts. Stili fewer are there who
would not delight in the arrival of a

sense of repletion that will disincline the | small rustic fernery, filled with fine ferns,

A duty present—one that is made

a gift—is |

friends |

all unite in thinking |

Many a |

efiect of

ought not to bring with |

who has a large fam- |

en who undertake to |

{
to do drawn- |

4 |
can work wonders with a |

All rights reserved.]

| mosses and tiny evergres ns, and bright-

| eves

ened by the scarlet berries of the
mitchel 1.41. All these may be dug up in |
the woods a few weeks before C hlx\tm 1S

Usually, 100, such dainties as a {ew ia
of pickles or preserves or a few glasses of
Jelly may be spared from the country |

store-closet, and are.
hot I8¢ ‘nL"' er,

Ingenuity and good-will seldom fail to
produce good results w Len they are put
vigorously to work.

SOME CI-'RIST'\ AS DAINTIES.

a boon to the city

Nice Ribbons and Wrappings—Pretty
Doxes—Poetical Legzends.,

It is no waste of time to bestow thought
and pains upon the doing-up of Christ-
mas gifts. Half of the grace of the pres-
ent is lost if it comes from the hands of
tnc giver to those of the recciver care-
lessly wrapped in atumbled brown paper
—or, worse still, in a v 'The
daintiness of white or tinted tissue paper,
of bright ribbons

newspaper

and of mneat bhoxes
{ should always be called in to add to the
aitractiveness of the gift,

AND POETRY.
| The narrow baby ribbon that
{ ten cents for a piece of t
[ the reach of most purse s, althouzh
those who hay 6 many its to tie up
! handkerchief ribbons that are to be had
| for the asking at dry
| hardly less pretty.
White tissue paper is alw
tory, al

| RIBBONS

goods stores are

S satisfac-

|

| ough charming efiects may be

| produced by the use of colored paper.
A clever young woman put her wiis to

2l use in the tashion

comies at |
ten yards is within |
ior |
the |

practica she chose for
doing up some cups and sancers sho sent |
| toafriend at the last holidays. There

were four of them and a tr: iy. This l.zn

she wrapped in soft green tissue paper
:nhl tied with narrow ribbon of the same
shade. Then she mn.ml
dow n in their sauc , that they might
stana more steadily. :*.1(* set each saucer
in the middle of a round picce of violet-
| tinted tissue paj large enough to bi
around and over be cu; pand havea la
trill standing above. She zrathered the
paper together just above the cup with a
bit of violet ribhon and spread out the
trill (she had prev lously eut the edges in
scallops) so that it looked like a big violet
itself.

Then she set the cups on the green-
covered tray and did the whole parcel
up, lirst in a big
tissue paper and then in a
paper. The bundle was
hand, and it is easy to imagine the
eftect that was seen when the
pings were thrown back ane 1 the violets
were seen on their green bed,

Be a little lavish with your ribbon at
Christmas-time. If von give a teapot, tie
the coveron with a preity ribbop— 3

3¢ llp\ lm»hig

neat brown
Adeoli e | >
delivered by
pretly
outer wrap-

double sheet of white |

| lecting bon-bons. Even in the best-
regulated nurseries a few sweets are
A“u\\t'd on Christmas Jn\' and these

One caution s;...u]q‘. be especially ob- |

rved m the choice of toys for very little
children. They should be such as would
prove harmless to the child, should he |
takie a fancy to west their Bavor. Most of |
us are familiar with the moving tale of |
little Willie, **who had a red and \ulu\w
monkey c'xmbmg on a purple stick,’
and lnue heard how
> went and sucked t

Anu it made him very s

They stutied him down with calomel,

In hopes to move his hiver,

Bat all in vain, m little soul

Was wafted o'er the river,

The parents who wish to avert such
heartrending catastrophes from their
own offspring should purchase paintless
wooden toys, china or rubber dolis and
woolly animals.

No less care should be observed in se-

» paint off,

should be of the purest. 'l 'he | gay-colored
candy images which charin the childish
have their uses as adornments

for the Christmas tree, but these mixtures
of mineral paints and alba-terra are unfit |

| for anyone’s stomach, least of all fora |
«hmx s. The old-fashioned barley-su '
simple chocotate pastilles, or the alw

popular lemon drops aund cream pepper- :
mints, if given in moderati on, Wi 11 twulc
the babies’ palates and do no harm to
thn'(llm :stion.

RIMMING THE TREE.

Childhooad’s
and Short
tractive

Delight—Tall |
Trees—A Myriad of At- J
Adornmen }
Guns, Trumpets, and Lights
—Decorated Stockings—Snow-FPow-
dered santa Claus—Fire’s

Memorable

—Bells, Drums,
Fishes

Danger.

The decoration of the Christmas tree is
a serious affair, Ior, of course, there
must be a tree. What matter if it dries |
quickly in the furnace-heated air and the
needles from it bestrew the carpet? It
will be a delight to the children to see
and to remember. As long as they live
the ‘‘spicy blasts from cedar alleys
blown’ will bring back to them the |
quivering delicht of the moment when
they inhaled the resinous odor of|
the evergreen branches as they entered |
the room where Santa Claus had done
his magic work sunset and |
dawn.,

The first sight and smell of the Christ- |
mas trees, piled on wagons or stacked at
the market or grocer’s, will recall the old
delirious thrill that is popularly de-
scribed as ‘‘feeling Christmas in the

|
[

between

bones.”

The tree nced not be large
custom is practised of
gifts on it.

, uniess thﬂ
hanging
is seldom satisfactor
as the weight of the parcels imvpairs [ln:
symunetry of the tree, by di
branches. A small tree—that
rative purposes only—is fullsas sati
tory to the children, who are, after ail,
the ones whom it is most essential to
please. There is no difiic .|ll\ in finding
a variety in the trinkets to be used in the
work of adorniment. As the holiday ap-
proaches the smallest and the largest of
toy shops are gay with ornaments for
Christmas-trees. The decorations are of

all

8
o

This

lacing the
10T deco-

sorts and .\i;’i*s, from the strings of |
colored glass or gilded balls, that bound
| the ambition of the poor children who

| of Sunday-schools.

notico

narrow a one either. Secure your cards |
to your presents by ri-‘in ns. ‘Tie one
jaround the book or raph  case
|

I!.I oy

(
!u' a bow
k broom or

niust soon

which you give your frien
of it on the handle of the wi
the hand glass. What if it
come off’?
it stays on, and the ribbon «
put to some use afterward.

| Ido not forget that wide ribbons of
{ good guality are not 10 be had for the
{ asking: but they may be procured for a
tritle if the bargain counters are w

always be

watched

| for a few weeks before C(j istmas,
| Nearly every dry-goods shop has at all
{ times a

TRAY OF ODDS AND ENDS

«‘1 ribbon, often fine in qualit
wlory of color, that may be
.m absurdly low tigure, Here

v and satis-
bought at
should be

Sy

inscriptions to the varis wus giits.
A box was sent once by .m
| woman to a friend in the Wes
| was pretty well filled \\uh
| looking parcels, and each one
}‘l""lllll It was a

Eastern
The box

bore
i matler of course that
on the l_n-lhbull box should be written
“Sweets to the sweet,”” and upon a
parcel of ribbons might be read:
Liive me but what this ribbon bour nd,
I'ake all the rest the sun roes round:
\\'lxilL a |n of pickles was marked:

2 v }-r rve thee, lady fa
1‘ \llﬂlu‘l h.« :the Frencl ul's prayer,
Who, t -.}n-mlnl.-l\ at m,

X :m.n d, “God pic kle you,
| Any one with a good memory for quota-

| tions can supply othersas apt for the gifis
she sends.

DANGEROUS TOVYS,

adame!”

Avold Paloted and Varanished

things for Nursery Der

Play-

Zens—stone

Blocks for Wee Architects—Me-
chanical and Flavorless Toys—Col-
ored Sweets—Little Willie’s Tragic

Death,

It seems easy enougn on the surlace to
! select Christmas gifts for children.
! the shops full, as they are at the holiday
season, of everything to delight the most
exacting youngster, there should be no
difficulty in making a choice.

As arule, the baby of cili‘zf}l‘ sex de-
lights in blocks. Indeed, these are
usually popular with umdrt-n of alarger
growth, and, like other good things, it is
hardly possible to have too many of the
squares, cubes or triangles that make up
the building materials of the wee archi-
Lects.

In this day,
i dren’s toibles

With

when the study of chil-
and fancies has advanced

{ are ofiered for sale that might furnish

| amusement and instruction to boys and

1 by affixing anpropriate or amusing |

| to the dignity of a science, sets of blocks |

have coaxed their parents into l)“y“'lwn r
them a tree, to the great sil
the wax figures, and the sn 1 image of
the Dutch pairon saint that will adorn the
big trees that are dressed for the delight
Between the two

ety which to

there is a
choose.

large var from
BALLS EFFECTIVE.
.shllsnl various

sizes are

| always justly popular, for nothing is
more eifective than they in decking the
{ Christmas-tree. As they sway al mm_;
the dark branches they bring to one’s

It will be an adornment while |

..lll';u'ii\'(,‘- 1
its |

girls who have long since quitted the

| nursery. Such h:u ks are of wood,
i stone and composition, and come in |
{

shapes that enable their owner to build
anything from a Queen Anne cottage 1o
a cathedral. More than mere ..muwnmnt
| can be gained from handling luosv blocks
under the direction of an older person,

mind the old,

child-beloved story of the
wonderful

jeweled fruits Aladdin found

in the cave, and for a moment it secms
possible that the dream may have been
true. 'l"u se fruits are of a \';u'm:_v of

shapes. rge spheres and
shape d l‘.xl‘ and many-
that catch and refiect the
the g conceits the s
trumupets :

small, ege-
iked ornaments
light are amo:
ason brings, Little !
ind other musical instruments |
come in this same fragile stuff, and there |
is no reason why with their aid the tree |
should not look on Christmas morning as [
|
|
|
|

though the fairies had visited it over
night.

For those who do not wish to spend
their money in dlf)l'llll.ell(s that are so
easily broken, come no less pretty orn
ments in giit and silver ;/a]u r. Here a
tiny ships with sails fuil spread, and huu
are little unlimbered guns and drums
and helmets to please small boys of a |
soldiering turn of mind. Here, also, are |
marvelous gold and silver fish and tur- |

tles, sedan-chairs, diminutive watering-
pots, baskets of fruit, banjos, violins,
mandolins, horns rings, bells, lilliputian

pianos, .unl a myriad of other quaint and |
dainty devices.

FORGET NOT SANTA OLAUS,
And if one attemptsto go in for bon-
bonnieres to hang on the tree, he is at a

| story

| of Jack

i ally the souls of
| and willing to impoverish t

i taught. I

L agoe

i of

| ingly let

| living beloved ones comes the

celebration where there is even one olive
branch, The more of these the merrier.
Une of the timnes when there can hardly be
too big a quiverful is at holiday time—
that is to say, ¢o far as enjoyment is con-
cerned. On the financial side of the ques-
tion opinions may differ.

Yet, properly trained -children

things and inexpensive
costly productions of the
man toy-maker,

MANY WONDERFUL TALES.

The wise parents, knowing how quickly
the time of beautiful child-faith
y)ass, che
%ull‘; as they
tales ot
St. Nicholas—the
saint is the same under any
repeat and teach the blessed
‘“The Night Betore Christmas,” they raise
to the dignity of a state LOI(HIU“\' the
business of hanging up stockings, and in

can. They tell wonderful

alias —they

a general way make the most of the
| SWeet, merry mystery surrounding the
great holiday

There are some people who deprecate

the teachings concerning de: u ol d Santa
Claus, and say that when a child learns
{ that the saint is a myth ln- mw\ a portion
| of his faith in his parent’s truthfulness
jand in their in\,nu(lwns concerning
other and more sacred mysteries. The
objection seems of little for If the
of the Christmas saint
are the tales of fairies, gnomes,
sprites, the child’s s
shaken by the gradual awakening to the
perception that the beloved \1""1‘ laus
is only another myth, a parable, like that
Frost, who paints the colored
leaves of autumn with a touch of his
chilly finger, and locks the lakes and
streams by a blast of his icy breath.

It is not se for lh(, father and mother
who tell the Santa Claus iietion to insist
upon 1L~« truthiuiness as they do upon
L m of the Babe in the manger, but they

lily learn to grade the emphasis

and other

ill re
IhL\ place upon either story.
TEACH CHEILDREN BENEVOLENCE.,
Children are defrauded of their share in
the best lesson of Christmas if they are
not encouraged in making gifts, The end
in view is not gained \\ln-n

are
usually unexacting little creatures, who
have as keen enjoyment in cheap play-
gifts as in tie
i'rench or Ger-

must
h all the sweet baby beliefs as

Santa Claus, or Kriss Kringle, or
beneticent Christmas

ballad of

told, as !

faith is seldom |

atement of Mr. Wm,
H. VAN COTT, Glens Falls, New
York, late Clerk of the Court of
County, N. Y., made
9, 1892.
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shocks a day and lots of pills m..l med
Then I sent to St. Louis and got a me

nd

It cost $3 a bm:‘.o and I took a gall
good. Then T tried several so-cal rh

z0 and the Lord knows where else
ir T turned again to the doct
gical'operation.
nge of cl
sait water c

and m
less cc
awful

Lounsbury said there w

nting crank.

Ath-lo-]

|

puorchase gifts to ! e made in the name of |

| the little ones. The childish
then none of the j
preserits,

givers have

the pleasure of

Some time before Christmas it should |
be suggested to the children that they lay |
aside part of their weekly pocket money
toward the purchase of gifts. This plan
should not’be enforeed against a child’s
own wishes, but its advantages should be |
pointed out and stress laid upon the bless-
edness of giving. The ¢ :iuruu are usi-
gene rosi )', h\\ them !

bemselves for

‘llﬂ \Jl\ '.‘: l’\ll'”\

But saving is not all that should be
ven very young fingers may
be trained to shape giits, and the mother
or father will cherish the tiny book-
marks or pi von or iat
curious stitches unknown i
ington, more tend hal
gifts that do not 1
small ht

Do not deprive the children of the de-
light of being youralmonersin your gifts
to the poor., They will never forget the
lessons of benevolence rn at this
, and for the rest eir lives they
will lu- unwilling to deny themselves the
blessedness of giving.

\Hl‘li. nens-
y costly

labor of

J1ds,

QW]

OLLECTIONS.
The ioy of Christmas should never be
clouded by anyv bitter :iations in the
minds of the children. Never let (; swite '.A
find its way into the Christm:
The punishment of st
and disappointment n
the eyes of the
could she for 1o
feelings in the depth ol
cruel

advi

ASRO

18 stocking
a mort
seenl merite
It would not,
it enter 1mto Llu'
he childish heart
rebuke.
sedly-

ion
n

wounded by the
no fault—I say it
bitter a penalty.

On Christinas,
to the little

There is
—woriay

ol so

f1e year

be no shadow
that the
ellort spare to the

“*the sweet o
"’l"\‘. ]kt ‘-‘
min, of rebuke
elders can by
young hearts,
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ere

ol sorrow

Christmas Garlands for the “*Window-

less Palaces of Rest”’—Remember=

ing Dej

arted Kindred and Iriends

Emblems of Imperishable Green—
Everiastings—The Cross and the
Crown — Immortal Longings and
Resurrection.

“T am the

If ever the loved and lost of the
should be remembered, itison the
mmas day. There must
sonie sadness in the
a soft,

> Resurrection and the Life.”
home
Christ-
be of ne
recollection,
sweet sorrow one would
The memory of
before

but it is
not will-
those who

comes back

0.
have
companied with the words, ‘““Lord, kee
my memory green,”

With the

gone

preparation of gifts for

desire to

loss what to choose from among so many. | do some nng to make m-;u.g;ul the last
Stars to crown the tree are not wanting, | homes of ihose who have *“crossed the
-\u.l here also is the winged figure of thp | bar.” Judgment as well as atlection

‘hrist-Child to suspeud from a branch or | shonld be shown in choosin such dec-
from the ceiling. Best of all, perhaps, |, .o1ions, Flowers, beautifu l 1s they are
are the figures of the dear old Santa 4 3 !
Claus powdered with snow and bowed |Seéeém out of place in a spot where they

under the weight of the laden
tree he Lears upon

Christmas |
his shoulder. Stock-

lings, peculiarly fitted to hold the gifts he |
will bring, are decorated at toe, heel, and

top with tiny gold and silver bells.
With all these beauti iful things it wounld
be strange indeed if the children of the

well-te-do could not have a lxrilli:ml%
spectacle in their Christmas tree, with its |
many wax lights doubling the brightness |

of the sp Luklm y oroaments.

But people |
of moderate m

ns often hesitate before |
recklessly expending a good round sum
in the perishable adornments of the
Christmas tree, and they are glad to know
it with very little money they can
>ss a tree that will delight any but an |
u111 v fastidious or 4Hlase taste.
POPCORN—APPLES—CANDLES,

The old fashion of hanging a tree with
strings of popeorn and rosy lady apples
may still give pleasure, and when to these
are added a few hsl"("s of the tinsel that
may be bought from toy-shops or street
vendors, as pwz‘.;, , if not as dazzling, an
efiect is produced as the more expensive
ornaments create, The addition of a few
colored glass balls may be made at trifling
cost. while cornue npx is and net c:mdy
buags complete the decoration,

It is hard to s: 1y too much of the value
of tinsel as a decorative agent. Cheap,
effective, easily arranged, it commends |
itself to every one. Ocecasional short rib- |
bon streamers or pennon-shaped strips |
of gay sill, or even of es ambrice, are ex-
ce 1I<- it for brigt :Lnnmg the tree.

38 areé a sie qua aon, but their |
and lighting must be imrnsmdi

;'l.u m;:

i to some steady-headed, grown person, |
who can be relied upon to secure them |
where there will be no danger of |
their setting fire to the easily |
ignited branches, The tapers should |
be lighted just before the general |

i public_is admitted to view the sight,

| and they may serve as a vatuable means |

of imparting

information re Specting
architectural

terivs and proportions,

{ tolerably sure will give pleasure,
| every s B
lire-engine or a steamboat, and seldom is
there a girl found who fails to find em-
pluymmn in a well-stocked tin kitchen
or a miniature dairy farm. Paint boxes
and crayons give to children of beth
sexes that always dear pleasure of malk-
ing a mess.

Games, too, are excellent in a family
where there is more than one child, and
for both boys and giris, big and little
books are always and allogcther admir-
able. The choice of these should not be
a mere haphazard affair.

The purchase of mechanieal toys is
usually a waste of money. The delicate
m‘xuhmery will not hear unharmed the
{ energetic handling of the average small
boy or girl, and a plaything that can only
be enjoyed under paremial supervision
is a disappointment to the child aud a
| nuisance to his guardians.

There are other toys which one may be |
Nearly |
boy dcnlhh.s in a train of cars, a |

and it is prudent to have the illumination
of brief duration. The nervous elders of
the party wiil breathe more freely when | ;
the lights are extinguished, and there is |
no further risk ot the children setti ng fire |
to themselves or the tree in their trans-
port of delight over their new acquisi-
tions,

CHRISTMAS AND THE CHILDREN,

A Red-ILetter Day for the Young,
Grateful Liitle Hearts—Dear Old
St. Nicholas Tales—Encourage Gift
Shaping and Making Among Chil-
dren—Their Relations to the Poor—
Use No Switch on Christmas—Child-
hood’s Days Wiil Soon Be Over.

Chrisimas is par eminence the chil-
dren’s feast. If anyone doubts, he has
only to compare the holiday in a home
where there are no children with the

| may

i weeks in
bl £ aoain Noconid
{are most of themn in place in November

i done then, when

| under
| stances, the delicate task of choosing ap-

f ing tastes.

must freeze within a sl:«nx time,
appropriate are emblems made
entirely of green-—the color of ho

There is a large ti\\ll'
The star and the anchor
fitting at this n!l'l\'..lll-nl wre:

More

almost

ith, acrowu,

or a cross may be used.

There is no lack ot choice in the mate-
rials irom which Un»»“ may be made
Laurel, pine, running cedar, .m.l 1i1C

beautitul of .l!l, hml\ , are
for the purpose. Mingled w ith the green
be a tew white nnortelles, The
gaily dyed ones so frequently seen on
funeral wreat are, like all ariificial
things, in wretched taste at such a place.
The simpler the decorations of the *God’s
acre” the better.

CHRIS TMnS IN T0

HEe

VVN-

City Heollday Shoppers—Dense Throngs
and shop Talk—**For Mercy’s Sake,
What Shall I Buy?”? — Eleventh-
Hour Buyers—Rich and Poor Select-
ing Presents — Street
gains—Night
of Christiaas

Fakirs—Bar-
Disturbers — Dawning

Moraing.

Christmas in a large city is always a
time of bustle, It is a bustle that be
1 advance. Tl

Tins
1e Christmas goods

but people do not get their purchases
the shops would be less
cerowded than later on.

Ob, no! They wait until every one
else suddenly recollects that the holidays
are close at hand, and then they begin,

the most circum-

unfavorable

propriate gifts for people of widely vary-
The woman who would de-
liberate for half an hour over her selec-
tion of a birthday present for a fastidious

L= L %
Gl L..LPY

_,_,,a- nl

*2 Botiles of SWIFY’S SPECIFIC
‘,_5' velieved me of a severe Blood troubie.
It h 8 aiso caused my hair to grow out
again, as it had been falling out 1‘)‘ the
nnnflf ll. Aftertrying many physicians

in valn, I am so happy to find & cure in
8.8.8.—0. H. ELBERT, Galveston. Tex.

= {JU ES by forcing out germs of disease
= UZ2LLY and the poison as well.

9 It is entirely vegetable and /harmless.
i3 ¢ TYreatisa on Blood and Skin mailed frec,
AWLT'S SPESIFIC CO., Atlanta, Ga.
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it of reading,

Newspaper Interview published in The C
8 taken with terrible pains in
psician, who has doctored me for twe enty-five yea
He doctored me until I was dis

ine that claimed to cure rhenmatisna.
n and a half,

, who said
T'o this I demurred.

—to go somewhere near salt w
wte at Bran
terrible condition—bent double. When
:n and was suffering tortures b,
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Iputupw
the house and T got to bed som

28 no use for

TOS.
1two bottles.

I had run down t«

e I've ¢
1t every

3 any
put into a bot

"‘*HOR S CO., New Haven Conn.

Vews Record, Oct. 1, 1802.1
I called in my family
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ny side and back
Hw-ull‘.x] sciatic

but it didu’t do a bit of
New Yorks
e, until in
be no cure
advis (l xm.

ic e , made in

r worse all the ti

there cc

Then they

ford, on I ! Twas in a

aman

Mr.

cure me

t I wanted to die.

t he c«

ed g8 He gave me a dose of

1d I tr

irned ¢

In a little while, after only cne dose, I
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king adver=
". of niine
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birthday come in the mid-
will rashly buy right and
she can get rather than
W };:’.i she '\"\‘-n\'. and thank heaven if she
scapes with life preserved and
intact from l):v crowd who ares
to the same voluntary martyrdom.
These foolish ones, who have neglected
y oil for their lamps until the last
moment, have their uses as parts of a
Possibly they would not relish
the suggestion that they areto be regarded

dle of the year,

mitting

{ as the shifting fragments of a kaleido-
scope, but that is the aspect in which

l'w\ present themselves to any one who
has the time to draw aside from the pro-

cession into a sheltered corner and to
watch the hurrying tide of humanity,
{ How business-like they all look! and

\'ul how difierent from the ordinary busi-
ness crowd on common shopping-
thoughts intent! These people almost all
hiave an air of suppr: excitement
about them, and the s¢

tion one catches as they pass all turn upon
the one great s

“Well, I’vej
smoking-jacket.

“I’m sure I hope she’ll like the pin. I
couldn’t think of anyihing glw she
needed.”

“*Mary, for the love of mercy, tell me
w to get for Aunt Annie! She has
everything in the world already.”

AS THE DAY DRAWS NEARER.

All this aud much more may be noted
on the shoj treets for three or tour
weeks beto 16 Z5th. As the day draws
nearer the cerowd romes denser, the
pect of its niore

sed

1k
18]

as-

mein

garments |

ps of conversa- |

preoccupied, |
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This celebrated preparation
of Wild Cherry has
houschold favorite
ward

been a
for wup-
of @ halfy a century,

and is to-day the Sovereign

e KRemedy for all
"'{ HEALT (,r! o
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J\ DISEASES.

R It opers the congested pas-
i~ sages, cxpels the mucous rl"-

- £
" dits

, and by reason o

stomachic qualities 1)rh(. uces
a kearty appelite and gives

5 \"‘; strength and energy to the
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patient,
For sale by all Druggists. ‘
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| erses, -n‘}.‘«.e, aesy, LJogs, 4ogs,

| AND POULTRY.

| 580 Page Book onTreziment of Animals

I'he streets are lined \\1.11 fakirs who sell |
m inical toys ted to get out ot
j order within twent; r hours, rubber
balls, screaming balloons, hideous little
ngures that are intlated by the breath,
and whose collapse is as sudden as thei
distension, wharbling w histles, jumpir
jacks, gold, silver and bronze tinsel fi
Chrisumas treesx, watchmen’s rattles,

|

walking dolls and
dors ot Christmas
English holly and
wares, and their

importunate

dancing be:
trees and
mistle

steps ¢

Shic ,m lh
besieged Dy

toe,

flower-boys.

In the midst of all the gayety arethe
| blind, lame, and palsied peddlers of shoe-
| laces, lead-pencils and hair-pins, who are

| evidently moved with the hope that while

|

the angel of generosity is trou 1bling the
| human tlood, '.In- 4 " be able to step in
and win a share of the b lessing, And al-

|

i be heard the wheezing wail of an accor-
dion or the asthmatic pipe of a superan- |
nuated and demoralized hand-organ
played by an old, very old mian, or by

)
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|
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|
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The latest and best invention
i for Pumping. Spraying Fruit
Trees, Running All Kinds of |

{ Machinery, Electric Light
Plants, ete.
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